Dismantling Oppressive Power Structures in the Archive

Questioning the role of the record creator in official documentation of communities of color:

Practical approaches to creating a more just and accurate archive
The power inherent in the archive can be used to maintain or to dismantle oppressive power structures that impact the documentary heritage of communities of
color. As archival institutions seek to avoid complicity, we look for new ways to use traditional archival concepts and non-traditional tools like web archiving and

ISR promotion of self-documentation to create a more just and socially responsible archive for all.
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Problem: When examining the documentary heritage of communities of color & historically oppressed peoples, we often find the documentation that survives in the

archive are the records created by the powerful, by government agencies & institutions that attempt to silence & control communities of color. The creators of these
records are in positions of power, acting under the authority of an oppressive power structure. Today, there’s still a “structural pull in all our record-making” towards the
protection of these structures. Manipulated, inaccurate, falsified, coerced and incomplete government records that live on in the archive, damage the documentary
heritage of communities of color by misrepresenting their past and threatening their future. For archivists working in government funded institutions, it can be
challenging to find ways to put the call for a more just archive into practice. Here, I apply a series of questions to two case studies & present a few practical approaches to

this challenge.

Fatal Encounters with Police in the Black
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The Dawes Rolls of the Muscogee (Creek) People
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» Promote self-documentation: Might not have staff to train communities, but lists of resources like WITNESS.org can go a
long way. WINTESS empowers communities by teaching safe, ethical filming & advocacy techniques.

» Partnerships: Archive-It can help institutions harvest, build and preserve collections of digital content created in their ) in the fight
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