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Abstract:  In their 2011 interview with Pat Calchina, Behnke and Raniere 


talk about their 33 years together and the one child they raised.  They spoke


about coming to Madison to work in the public schools and falling in love.


Ranieri was married and a court battle ensured over custody of their child.


Additionally they discussed ways in which they received support in Madison,


both within the lesbian community and within the larger community.


Key Words:  Madison, Wisconsin, Carla Dobinski, Shelly Gaylord (attorneys), 
Wisconsin’s gay and 
lesbian non-discrimination law, Liz Estrada, Lesbian 
Parent’s Network, Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival, Apple Island, how it felt to 
be “in the closet,”Hotel Washington, Shamrock Bar, Gay Pride Marches, Lesbian 
Variety Show, Domestic Partner registration, Her Infinite Variety, women’ music, 
sports teams, Sun Prairie Athletic Club.

Interview Session (2011)  Digital File #2

Time
Keywords

00:00
Start of interview/interviewer’s introduction

02:15
Question:  What prompted your getting together?


Linda and Sue were friends who knew each other professionally.  At a staff party, 
Linda remembers thinking “I’d like to kiss her.”  They had coffee together, and 
“things evolved.”  Linda was married and had a child about 2 years old.  Linda 
and her husband and Sue and the man she was dating, double dated.  “That didn’t 
work.”  Sue decided she was going to end the relationship, took a trip with Linda 
Says Sue, “I fell in love with her in Florida.”


Linda told her husband she wanted a divorce and why and he promptly called her 
parents to tell them she was a lesbian.  Neither Linda or Sue were “out” at this 
time.

07:14
Discussion of three year court battle where Linda’s ex-husband tried to win 
custody.  Carla Dobinsky (sp) was Linda’s first attorney and after she left town, 
Shelly Gaylord was the attorney. 


Discussion of non-discrimination law passed in Wisconsin in the early 1980s and 
how this made Linda and Sue less fearful about discrimination in the workplace 
and more hopeful about a positive outcome in the custody case.

12:04
Discussion of how and where Linda and Sue found support during this difficult 
time.  Discussion of Liz Estrada and how important it was in their lives.  “It was a 
womb.”  “The structure was very welcoming….we could be ourselves.”


Discussion also of potlucks,  parties at home, ladies camping twice a year.  Began 
with 12 women, all heterosexual, today all are lesbians but one.

14:00
Discussion of lesbian parent’s network and how it wasn’t Linda’s style.  Talked 
about not being out to their son “for a long time.”  He was in high school when 
they finally told him they were lesbians.

15:00  Discussion of Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival, went 2 or 3 times, and they 
loved it.  “Driving in, it was just so safe … and free.”  “If women could run the 
world, this is what it would be like.”


Discussion of the importance of women’s music in their lives, seeing Margie 
Adam at Apple Island.  Listening to the music of Holly Near, Chris Williamson, 
and Meg Christian, as well.

18:00
Interviewer:  Talk about how it felt to be in the closet and how/when you came 
out?


Sue talked about feeling like if people first got to know her before she told them 
she was lesbian, then they would accept her.  She would introduce Linda as “my 
friend, Linda.  It was very hard.  Sue says, “I wonder if the young women 
experience that at all.”


For 13 years Linda’s parents did not want Sue in their life.  Linda also talks about 
losing friends and that it was such a hard time.  Both women said they would have 
come out sooner, had they not been trying to protect their son.

24:40  Interviewer:  Sue, how did your family respond to you being a lesbian?  Mother 
accepting until Sue mentioned wanting to have a child with Linda and Sue’s 
mother said “she would lose all respect for me.”  She said this is her biggest regret 
that she allowed her mother to limit her in that way.  Her doctor, who she 
considered quite liberal, also said that there would not be a lot of support in the 
community for this.

28:00
Discussion of places Sue and Linda would go to be with other lesbians and have 
fun.  Mention made of Apple Island, the Barber’s Closet, women’s night at the 
New Bar. 

32:00  Recollection of the Gay Pride March in 1988  (inspired by the national march in 
Washington in 1987).  They both spoke of how proud they felt.  Attended the 
Lesbian Variety Show, commenting: “There’s something to be said for just being 
with women.”


Discussion of young women today, more mainstreaming and less of a need to find 
lesbian places to hang out.


Both women played recreational sports, “it was another way to get together.”

36:30
Linda wants to marry Sue, but Sue refuses until Wisconsin recognizes Gay 
Marriage.  They are registered as Domestic Partners and had health benefits 
through the Madison Metropolitan School District.


Mention made of gay friendly businesses, like the Soap Opera and A Room of 
One’s own Feminist Bookstore and how useful the bookstore was in trying to find 
the gay community. 


Looking back, when asked what they would have done differently, Linda said that 
she would have been more involved in gay /lesbian issues and Sue said she would 
not have listened to her mother and went ahead and had a baby with Linda and a 
sperm donor.

49:00  Interviewer:  What changes would you like to see for gays and lesbians today?


Equal rights, the right to marry with all the rights that go with it, not having to 
write up all the “legal stuff” to protect themselves.

50:20  Digression to discussion of the Sun Prairie Athletic Club, which they tried to join 
as a family membership in the early 1980s.  This necessitated a “special meeting” 
and when they walked in they felt like everyone in the club was looking at them, 
“Here they are, the lesbians!”  They walked out and joined the Princeton Club in 
Madison as a family, with no problems.


Linda is trying to find an article written during the time of the court battle, 
anonymously, with the focus on raising a child as a lesbian.  Perhaps in Wisconsin 
State Journal or Capital Times.

54:24   interview ends

