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Research involvi.o&-peraoru of k n . g i l m  descent creates problems 
I 

for  the student i n  that varied . p . l l i 4 8  .Id alternative names continually 

appear. There are a t  leas t  $ w e  namenr for these variations and 

alternative forms. b ~ ' W ~ g l $  Jorpnaon presented one reason i n  her . .r 

compilation of the genl)ology of the Cl-t and War,$* Bergh family: 

-Changes oftan ocourmd in th s p ~ i a g : a f  :b@grsnts 
names after their e i v a l  i n  the United St&%#,. thi8 
case Klat became CleNlent. M t b ~ ~ h s m e  k t b  and . h a  'f. . - 8 

b e c e  Ber&hr A t  vaFiovs t b s  the -8 of plCce8 Or' 
f-s we- ad ' to identiff people, anb &heso often beeame 
more or lasts p.-nt f d l j  -8. Beo:a@q@ of this' 
practice Klemst ISWmtrron .was known ve?iou&~,aa ffgvde,, 
Offigstad g316 Bar@:i t& wos of ftm~s ~X'GIy~kht~h . . . r : ~  be ..had 
ciomction fkom =arb path -ti1 hi8 emigtakkxt to, ' 

her ia+ ,  The la t 'of thew, Be* (Berghj h e  r$b@+d a.6 fi ' .  
tb famiQ ilam. , . ,  3 . . ,  " . 1 .  :.. . .  . z 
A second @awn i d  the rather well-known S ~ i n a r i a n  cudtW 

of cwging.  ths s u r ~ w  of, sons qi th  each gem~irtion, "For iastawe, 

Carl Hovar mSgI~t .C.ve a sea. Thor - BUS.* Hoverson;, Thor b ,:@on Eric .I 





b a t b y ,  Wisconsin, a town first plat ted w i t h  the coming of the 

Chicago, Minneapolis and St. Paul Railroad t o  western Wisconsin i n  1879, 

l i e s  i n  Vernon County, Situated on what ear ly  s e t t l e r s  called Coon Prair ie  

i n  the township of Christiana, it occupies a l l  of section 33, most of 

section 28, and portions of section 27 and 34. The town was named a f t e r  

the Norwegian immigrant, Ole T. Westby, who opened a s tore  them i n  1869. 

Coon Pra i r ie  i s  one of three expanses of ro l l i ng  woodlands and 

open land i n  western Vernon County. The  other two are Round Pra i r i e  and 

West Prair ie .  Coon Prair ie  i s  a vaguely defined region e x t e n d i q  nearly t o  

th. c i t y  of Viroqua i n  the soukh, the hamlet of Nevry i n  the north, Coon 

Valley t o  the west and Blowingdals and Avalanche t o  the east. T b  c i t y  

of Westby sits a~proxilaately i n  the center of Coca Prairie.  The township 

of Christiana oopprises can@es8iona3 towns% famteen  north, range four 

vest. It was named f o r  the e3ty of  ( q u  Oslo), Nomay which 

Hem# Madfills ausv~ayed t& toyqgi@p i n  &6. B e  land ofr iaa  a t  

tha t  tlme in 6th) e~pru3ded ~rawnPnd Gwn* ~&~. .$o ,~ tx ted  i n  Mineral Point, 

Consequentlys ~ q l y  @ e t t ~ < ~  :W'' t o  walk ar take a Wagon to that c i t y  t o  enti- 
. 

the i r  land. Ott ':&i-ch 2 ,  is&, t he  ggyepmen,ti ~ f6rmeij ~ thehe: k.Crowe. Land 

Dis t r ic t  am land aoquireti .after t'kt date itl  $'bij25&in Go,l~lty M @ s  rBBgJ..s.l'ered 



.me Christians was pa r t  of the  township of Viroqua, but on 

the county board of Badu County created Christiana 

townshi s t i ana  then was comprised of both the present townships 

of Christiana and Clinton. By 1857, fur ther  board act ion s e t  aside the 6 1 
town of Clinton so t h a t  Ct r i s t iana  completed the boundaries it presently 5 

a occupies. -W 
rig [ American Indians occupied Verncn..County along with the r e s t  of ;L 

E 
I 3  

Wisconsin a t  the time of the white man's f i r a t  a r r iva l .  Jean Wholet  74 . noted t h a t  the Sioux ofllUId Ylrone in  i n  16% when he encountered Pottqra- JY( 

I tomies f lee ing  from them near Green Bay. In  16B1, the Sioux took Father 
, 

1 E 
j Louis Hennepin pri6We.x f o r  .a time near Pra i r ie  du CNen, charging him with - 

being a t respasser  i n  t h e i r  t s r r i t o r p b  By the earu w e t e e h t h  century, 

3" Sac, Fox, and espec ia l l~r  Wlrmbagoes were the only m e r o u s  tribes t o  be 
L+ * u 

found i n  Vernon C~unCy's psrt OP atate.  After tfie slaughter of t he  

Sac under Blac-k Hawk i n  We~tern khan Cew$y ,d%iring ths Black Wauk W a r  of I 
1832, the  Inilian. p*p,q.&$.%i@n iim the wcm be&U . . <@ dee~.g&~se'. Fq;Uoving tha t  . , 
war whites eniom%&d R@ 'gB@i.ws . .  , I~~EF$&~&* ~1 i h  hiSaas ei@hr i n  Vernon 

/. , ,  

County or  i n  sngr o%&r PC. &f . :%i$&Ils-&d :$kia11~ aft& the 
- ,  . .  - .  . . .. - . . . 

, , . . 

Black H B W ~  ~~r wed: $&#sk!$tl. :o$ ,m&~$, .OW w$%b 'a. :6i?$t#d:,s .  pi,^,, but w.ere 

I 
. . . . .  . T .' , . *  

. .  . **:; : 
not $19 t o  '.gain& ab&: Bi ~ u ~ $ ~ ; ~ 9 1 P P i i . i ~ % ~  . . . , . . .  . \ '  - . 

xn ,a it*atft bn @rnrn& &~:~~p&&n$bon., D. C. , ths 
i 

.r.;.9 1. ., .. , -. . .  
Winnebago &&Sop :bderl dl its llt&.bpddt:: 6 8  t ~ f i , ~ # ~ ~ ~ p l  @per t o  the  

t 0 r .  
. , 

unites Seatee add g ~ . e g &  .c&> -wpig ,&%.ui bight: mont;b:s t6, IW vci& %f the 
. ~~ - . ~ ". -. . . I 

~ s a i s s i p p l  Mver (~ovca) , 8 .  Mst of t b '  , . .  S f ~ w e  . m ; h e  by 1846, but 
. . '.'a 

019 T. Westbyla &au&tekj ~ l i q j " h & l l c i p  p e b k  'the. . . t e n t s  of the indiaie, 

i n  among the treas.vb& ~e;billh. .my &w&s,iibsn ' they ha8 t o  go t o  the post 1; off ice  a mils south of 



After u11tol.d centuries of Ameriu.n I d i n n  occupation, French ex- 

plorers and voyageurs arrived i n  th. rrventeenth and eighteenth centurias. 

The first white man to  v i s i t  wbat baaam Vernon County war Michael Accau, 

sent i n  1680 by the French u p l o r a r ,  tSalls, to explore the Mississippi 

River north of the Wisconsin Rivar. htoine Auguel a& Father Jauis  

Hennepin accompanied h c a u  w b n  hr first m t  foot  i n  the western par t  

of the county i n  Hap of 1680. I n  1766, following the French and Indian 

War, English explorers id by Jonatbaa Carver came t o  the area. In 1805 

Zebulon, Pike became the first uplorcrr oparating d e r  the f l ag  of the 
10 

United Sta tes  t o  tisit the future Verm CounQ. 

Congress enacted leg is la t ion  forr ing Wisconsin t e r r i to ry  i n  1836. 

The s i t e  where Uestby now stnixla -8 pa r t  of Cravford Gounty vhioh i n  

turn w&s w i t h i l l  the boundaries of t4%chilimpokinac County t o  the north. 

Thus, Crawford County's 'boundaries d tanded northward a s  far a s  I a k m  

Superior aad Canada. In  l a t e r  years sucoseding leg is l s t ive  actions 

created r .a l lar  counties out of tbis lmgm wee. WLth th formation of 

la Crosim Count7 in 1831 cmn the araatioa of Vernon (then h i a x )  County, 

carved out of Crawfa& Ccuntq. the th i rd  N o d ~  d w, 1851, Badax 

County car~s in to  exiwteqcs. Offi~$kZs named i t  a f t e r  th. &adax River, 

first c d l a d  the Canoe RIvw by ths Fmneh. The name Badax p~obabLy cmo 

from an a n g l i c i r i q  cormpti011 i9jnd n i ~ o u n c i c l ' t r o n  of the French word 

f o r  eanaer br b a t s :  b+UE,. 11 

According 'b a i r 4  amamas, m8Sdents of Wax Cowty dialiked the 

aaste aad preferred e doiigmtton whish would appeal t o  potent ial  s e t t l e r s  

moving westward. A w@mn carraspordent t o  an e w l y  issue of Vernon 

County's f i r s t  newspaper, ((October, 1856), advocated 

dubbing the area "ElLen. "' Alterbata suggestions were " ~ ~ e s h i e k , ~  which y 

the loeal  Indians called tb r i v e r  adl Wimshiek , "  which was the name of I 

12 
Winnebago chieftain. 1 ,  

I .  



.&remiah Rusk, '&man Countyla most i l l u s t r i o u s  c i t izen,  wno 

b e c w  governor of Wisconsin and the nations f i r s t  full-term Secretary ol 

Agriculture, was i n s t r w e n t a l  i n  changing the name of the County t o  Vernon. 

As a member of the s t a t e  legbelature, he apparently had t irod or  beit~g 

referred t o  a s  the "gentleman from Badax." Therefore, when Judge William F. 

Terhune of Viroqua suggested t o  Rusk the appellation,  Vernon, a name which 

had the connotation of greenneae and association with Washington's 

Virginia Plantation, the  idea caught on. On May 1, 1862, tlm county 

became o f f i c i a l l y  known as vmxXh 
U 







shoemaker a t  Koshkonong t o  work my way out of debt. I got 
$8 a month f o r  mtiking shoes. Then I surveyed land f o r  Peter 
Bronstad f o r  about $40. Next I worked f o r  a Yankee (common 
European expression for  any locnl  non-immigrant) for  four 
months a t  $10 a month. In  the f a l l ,  I worked one month f o r  $26. 
I therefore not only bought my freedom from Peter Bronstkd but 
I bought clothes and other things and put aside money a s  well. 
You see, I could never have made progress l i ke  t ha t  i n  Worway.... 
As f a r  a s  land i s  concerned i t 's  known tha t  America has the 
most f e r t i l e  s o i l  i n  the world. Valley land i s  very rich and 
good f o r  ra is ing wheat but even be t te r  f o r  corn. Mdge land i s  
bat ter  f o r  wheat. Farmers h4ve Both kinds of s o i l  f o r  r a i s ing  
bountiful crops of both wheat and corn. b i e r s o n ' s  Pathfinder 
(a guide book t o  Ameri'ca then wri,Cten i n  Rorwagian) i s  very 
t ru thfu l  and can tell y,ou mom' than I can, so read it.. . .I 
must sensibly not t e l l  you whether t o  conie o r  not as  i t 's  a 
serious step, but, f o r  myself I have no regre  . I am happy 
I came and thousands besidb n@ f e e l  the same. @ 
By the mid 1850's land pr ices  had gone up but Norwegian s e t t l e r s  

* d  ' 'I 
st i l l  regaraed American farms a s  superior t o  those i n  Nar'vay, &a Svennung 0. '' 11 
Kjaerkebon stated i n  an 1&56 l e t t e r  t o  r e l a t i ves  i n  Narway sent from Coon 

Prair ie ,  'Prices on cult ivated land i n  this v ic in i ty  run from $500 t o  b1,OQO 

f o r  LO a c m .  My farm therefore, 15 worth about $2,600. I w e  $100 on i t ,  '. " I 
+ 

but I would not k a d e  my pxoperty here f o r  my f a r m  i n  Nohay gel l ing for  

$2,000.n19 Nomgians came e s p e ~ i a l l y  t o  s a t t l e  ,in yisconsin i n  comunit iee  

l i k e  Coon Pra i r ie  bemine '*onein sasmed mare liln t he i r  homeland from 

descr ip t ioss  than r i v g  lard i n  Ill$noi.st ~l s souGi ,  and 'f'exas. The$ were 

paiochial  and tendea t o  w t t l e  i n  ~ d ~ n i e s  reprascnting t h ~ i r  ow3 d i s t r i c t s  - 
and d ia lec t8  i n  ~ o r v a ~ . ~ ' ~ ~  - M.olueg$ang -Leo se t t l ed  i n .  e t M c  cormmunities 

l i k e  Coon h e i r l e  becauae tifey f e m d  exlploStatio$ by. Americans. Even 

Gullord wrote h i s  family, %hetl you ge'f t o  New York, yuu bust ask a t  the 

Norwegian Consul's off ice  f o r  t he  &st dlrectiofis, t o  Wim~nsih,  otherwise 

. . . . ( the  Yankees) are l i k e l y  t o  cheat you:'Ph Robert Nesblt 

Laurence Larsofi's view op t h i s  matter. 



a t  a disadvantage i n  a l l  so r t s  of business transoetions. In  t h e i r  
resentment, the farmers sought out the t raders  and businessmen who 
spoke the i r  own idiom. They f e l t  safe with them. A t  l e a s t  they 
could make then understor~d what they  though^. of n.en vhom they 
su~pected of ciishoriest deelings. nZ2 

Many of the  nisunderstnndihgs with "Xankees" of course resulted from 

language d i f f i cu l t i e s .  Royal C. Bierce, an ear ly  eb i tor  a t  Viroqua, told 

the following anecdote: 

I n  1855-56 I wa* assessing the property of an honest Norwegian 
farmer i n  the North pa r t  of what i$ now Christians. I uncerstood 
him t o  t e l l  ne he had eighty head of sheep. I wondered where he 
could keep so many, ana asked him s e v e ~ a l  tihtes, but every t h e  
I understood h i m  t o  give the number e l g h Q  so I aqseosed h i m  fo r  
eighty sheep. In  the wiriter wbn X wan%l ts h i m  ta coI lec t  h i s  
tax, he thought it was very high; ao he sent f o r  s neighbor, who 
could t a l k  be t te r  Ewlish,  t o  come in. The meigJab1)r asked me to  
read over the manta absessn~ent and every%hina; waa sa$lsfslctory till 
I fame t o  &e sheep, when I earned t h a t  it WAS s igh t  sheap instead 
of eighty. 

Tlrere i s  a :camon be%feS that No+g;L~~ms .stt'tCIe(i i n  $he Prhlr ie  

area  becn~u~Se the cd;es .a  Oz ddeep val leys  reminded them of D&&B ~ S t i v e ,  

land. &t t h e  ~urlL*e$ Coon Pkatdg  6ttLefsns: s@$@@$@eiXlg .~ , . ,LI  . ..,rn.s,, 

l o c , a t i q  @cause t& I.&& it;&@~lf &'s p o d u c t i ~ e  @ent.if~J;~ Htlwmkee 
'I 

<. 

sen t ine l  repopter *&d o$? 'the *~&@,,, !&%&= w t&\& u~t.bi,~,,.a 
. . . . 

l a rge r  are6 khan @i tbe i  b c k ' o ?  Wallwor%K'Gtiti~ik.~+ '%& G-7 c o n k ' b ~  . . .,. . - 
. .  , ., 

just, as g& ZanP. gs  &$e~.,&~Qt$r& .$@ '@$ r&%%,<df o'f$.&a$j&.. . . ifbm b, 
, , . , ,. ~. . 

L .  ,a. ' , 

not a f ~ n e r  ge&ad,:@ $b pwu , $ ~ ~ . q , ~ i  , . ,&dK&&m,,:ll , , .  . 
. . 

. . ~. , . . .  , . 
, I  ' 

ngbf@$f.e iik, as~%awd. . > . . ;, ,r~%.rge ;$m 'traversca ~ L Q W  an i n l d  . . .. . .. 
.. . ... 

route ithe &$i& awr' %&;'&& ~. ,.pl!d&C '& I - ,  - Q W ~  c ~ . ~ .  t~ B J ~ ~ ~  , ~ k ~ r  
' "' > - ., . .  . ~ , . .  ~ . .  - . , ,.. 

~alis."2fj T M ~  r b d  $ad bee* cut Q e ,  s o u p  ~f .&asni$ w@o &zi pq.& that 
. 

way i n  1845. A b m h  of' ch, i.oM ,me&& '&&@ hs Q$mog tQ a 
. . . i . -.- JC. 

ravine known )inop'bn ! C 4 1 @ @  w h e - .  Chis PB&$@$@ f o r  a s h o ~ t  
. , -  , , ' . , , .  , ', 

time, 26 In  1846 @;PI~N l& the fdng . .  &o&urd,@ , if , '& , r i ' ; . ah~ t  . ~ ~ :  . TCI miles 
s j~ ~ .' 





cd.d.ad the land he had staked out fo r  himself. This ar Smith was t t ~  

become Coon Pra i r i e ' s  f i r s t  postmaster i n  1857. Smith l a t e r  moved on to 

Kansas. Gullord did not contest Smith's claim because good land was 

plent i ful ,  so he se t t led  on nev acreage one-half mile north of the 

ultimate location of the old Coon Prair ie  church. 

Other w t t l e r a ,  most1.y Norwegian, soon followed Gullord t o  Coon 

C -  Prairie.  Typical of the pioneers i n  the area were Hans Olson (Libakken) , 
Hans K. &son, Clement Clementson krgh, and Hois Oberson Xjorkjebc o r  

Kjaerkebon. Hans Olson ( ~ i b a k b n  ) , who l f  ke Gullord, settled i n  Septa~nber , 
1818, on land claimed i n  sootion thirty-five of the town qf Chzistiana. 

His wife, C.roline, grve b i r th  to t.& f i r s t  white child born i n  Vernon 

County (Maroh 30, ~85.0). TWs ohild,  %own Olson, l a t e r  became a atate  

assemblymag trots 1891-93 $Irl Yerncn Coun%y , y w i f k  from 1895 till his  death 

i n  1897. b n s  K. Lareon &Yiv& Pwm Koahkonoxg i;n 1W. IIe crleimad land 

i n  several sec.t$oha aE tha Vmfi of Christlana, Tin@ly purchasdng hcldings 

two ~ t h n s .  G&eme.nk C1s)mentBBn Bergh same be Goon R d f r i e  on October 1, 

k r c d  -' of the, founslo~s.of t~@ C&n Wi&&@ . . @urth) HoJir (TLjerson 

oi. r ti& '% vorked . te@ . .  ~ &x p W o  ral,ting $wa$er 

. .  . 

oNar  p i b & F s  who achieved ~oar'.b@npe ifn Gct~2i Prakri? wana 

Ole Sperson,  J h  e#iQ*Iat, Ole 'Th.or?gtenson (TD#@i+) d 013 T. Usstby 

John &chelst, H e  the 



acres had original ly  

been purchased by the Lutheran Church from the s t a t e  with the intention of 

building a church on them.  The land was i n  use a$ a cemetery, but by the 

mid 1850's the Lutherans decided t o  build what was t o  become the Coon 

Prair ie  Church a t  it's loaation southeast of Westby. The church, therefore 

exchanged the for ty  acres i n  Uesthy f o r  land then'belonging t o  Nels Hanson 

who then sold it t o  dens Jobson who in turn s o l d ' i t  t o  S p r s o n .  Anton 

Syverson, Ole's soa, held the lard in 1879 when the village of Westby wan 

I 

nichelet  arrived i n  Vernon County Prom Norwhy i n  1850 vhere he 

attended Even Olson ~ p l l l o s h ~ s ~ w e d d i ~  a t  C M s t ~ a  t ima of t h a t  year. He 

purchased land from Ole Syverclgn i n  mctdon 35 but did mat w t t l e  fnmediately. 

He workad as a c lerk  i n  R e i r i e  du Chiaa snd at T'ibbet'e landing. Mewhi le  

his parents came t o  Coon &airre  and located on tbir son's farm. Michelet 
1 

eventually began f d n g  there and Mame a counCJr bard msmber f o r  many 

years serving a s  i t l s  chairman i n  He .&80 ,kc* a merchant i n  Westby 

i n  l a t e r  years. 

Thors*nscn se t t led  i n  secrtion 'thirty of ~hk$rt%soa tarrrphtp i q  ,1849. - - 
j 

- b the fat" =gf fie. 0 & ~ r 1  kllwi, '&#? .O. G u l M  i~ul&) .*nd . ..? ~ , - .  .. . .. >:, .? : 
1 ..'; I . . , z.., ,, m' F& TOE& Olson ~ e s t b y  (0x4 *r ~ e s t b y ' e ~ ~ f ~ &  8.- . -  %,gt . &o . eon* a c c i  

. 

' k- I.  -~ 
. padad  hi@. t o  Aarriea.. 5n N B ~ & ~ . $ B ,  i78!$i8 ms six$JI-three; ,,@we of 

, ~ %  . .. , ) '  . I .  
, . 

ha<,-. 
e n a t .  . .  1* . d i d .  * .  a I W , : ~ ~ ~ . ' ~ ~ . ~ ~ : ~ ~  , , , it M i t r i e .  :& 

. . , . .. 
32 *:+. ..x  em 0. f-d. s f  t htby'i . . 14: .~t& *,~.a&t.h. :;d 

. .  . , f : - ~  - .  ' 

!.::? 
I I ' I .  . . ,1 

.. , * -  , . 
, . . . I ' 

i , , - .  ~- 
Even Owllord .sw&e$t'8d %$at .In ~i&ir"'&d&i~; &:b& hwd Cb &a@ ,.?' . . . . 

, , ,  

land. However, f o r  ewq'favorr ible  ~ # p e g t o f  's&&~!ig . . a a?" 1~llfB fo r  tha 
. . 

,a Noryegian immigrapt, there' were tuo &r'@l'& ugf8~0~ab$e pOa'S. j ~ u m e y  c 't 
, ,. . . , .  . 

? 
4 .. 

, , 
.~ . 



by ship from Norway was dangerous, d i f f i c u l t ,  and uncomfortable. The 

e a r l i e s t  immigrants from Stavenger, Norway, paid forty-two do l l a r s  each f o r  

passage to  Boston,. They then traveled by boat'or wagon t o  New York where 

they took a steamer up the Hudson River t o  Albanj, from there by the Ekie 

Canal to  Buffalo. "It taok three weeks from tfuffdo t o  Milvaukee i n  a 

miserabie vessel tha t  leaked l i k e  a sieve bnrY could scarcely hold to- 

gether."33 A t  Milwaukee immigrant NoWgians were m& by f r iends or  

r e l a t i ves  who took them by wtgon t o  Koshkonong. They would continue on t o  

Coon Pra i r ie  by foo t  o r  wagon. 

A s  time went on the methods and routes of trhnsport changed some- 

what for  the Norweginn se t t l e r s .  The methods n~ay have differed,  but the 

hardships remained. New Pork o r  Quebec becwne the ea s t  coast dest inat ions  

f o r  Norwegign newcomers. Gullord wrote h i s  family: 

Don't go on steel-hulled ships (steamers). Go on sa i l ing  
vessels  instewi. S tee l  ship paaaengers suffer a l o t .  F i r s t  go 
t o  Le fievre i n  France and c a t ~ h  a lmge  American ship there 
(c l ipper) .  The f a r e  may be more expensive but its worth i t  
f o r  such a long t r ip .  A s  f o r  provisions take f l a t  bread, i f  
sealed i n  a t i g h t  container it w i l l  l a s t  vel l .  T a b  dry meal 
and grain and oven dried bread. Anything with moisture is it 
w i l l  soon spoi l .  Take dried baaf and but ter  and strong cheese .... Jon' t  bring any t oo l s  a s  they are  of be t te r  qual i ty  here i n  
the United Stztes. Do however, bring a spinning wheel, weaving 
f r u e s  andao~ol lcwder  i n  order t h a t  you may make our ownal~thes. 
Make w e  arnnll ohests t o  eas i ly  carry your goods.% 

Svennung Kjaerkebon a l so  counseled h i s  r e l a t i ves  i n  an 1866 

l e t t e r  t o  Norway. (Rai l  t r ave l  by then was possible t o  kt Crossej,. 

Take a s a i l i r g  vessel. It i s  so much cheaper f o r  one with 
il family. Try t o  gs t  away ear ly  i n  the spring. Then the wlnd 
w i l l  be favorable for  a f a s t e r  crossing and you can miss the 
summer heat t.hst w6y a s  well a s  you're crossing the continent. 
You also can get  here ea r ly  enough i n  the summer t o  find work 
i r i  ihe harvest and therefore make provisions bet ter  f o r  the 
winter. If ou can chogse, go ddieceC1y by r ~ i l  froK Uuebec t o  
~a Crosse. 3 P  



11 ,- tie naa also suggested i n  an 1856 1et.cer t o  "bring dyed honespun ~ l o t h  

i n  the bol t  4 s e l l  your silver jewelry and buy table  silver, m36 

I\ One irmnigrant f d l y  t o  the Coon Prair ie  m a  met with tragedy aad 

I d i a s t e r  i n  Quebec. h. 1857, P.d*r and hmm Pederson ( ~ 1 u ~ a t . d )  were 

detained a t  Qusbec.fo*:tBr?dO,,Wk~ with th@ dckness  ard eventual death 

of the i r  young son fw typhoid fever. 
, % 

I I: Whca &bout tb board the  sbfp at b e h c ,  tk, iakher discovered 
tha t  l+e h d  forgotten .sogethisg a t  the .&t@l. lJhile he was gone to  

rn pt. t h a t j  the ship l e fb  port;, leav%ng th. F$\rpgtad f d d y  behind. - Uhile ths f.mily vas  still st9p$%ag pp lthd p&rl the ship war seen 
t o  catch P i  and burned,, md: onlg o m  c,Eld *as $~Ped of the 
passengers. 9 ~ 

Arrival a t  t h e i r  sa t t l&nt  dia nottsnPiarte all d i f f i cu l t i e s .  John 

Bkrgun l e f t  Borviyr i n  April QP 1845) with h ia  wife Neklb and two daughters. 

Tky did ncit r W h . t h % i x  temporary home i n  Koshk&iQw u n t i l a f t e r  f ive  and 
I 1  

one half months of codiinilogs t r a v d .  a s  f-smllsml14 reaeined there ,w$th 

1 fr iea3e v h ~ l i  :he t r awled  200 dled a@t,h t o  P%nd ~ i n t w ~  work in the lumber 

. : . 
c-g. Win$er enploymint. i n  the pinefids '&a~.~Black River Fal ls  was comon 

I 

for ew-ly -Coon Prairie men. &a earned $100 there but a m  back with only 

l a f eu  dollaTs because Ma employers. h& at3t p;ald him. 6n. the return t r i p  

I to Xoshkonong he paseed through Coon &lirie and decided to mttls there. 
8 8 

I " 
A t  Koshkonong he pwchaasd a poke ef, oxas tud $i!dq cars aod with ,a sick 

8 

I ,  wife and three @ m a l l  e'kildrwi Dade t& arduoum tr*ok of more than.. 100 miles 

to  Corn Prairie.  His daughter, $lisiabe$h, l a t e r  b s o w  tha.kM'e of 
38 I:, Jeremiah ~ s k .  

1 .  I . ?: 
9 , Life .for the early s e t t l e i r  kca i~s  h i t  unbearable a t  those times 

I 
I C 

IL. when t h e  weather turned agrainst thea end u b n  disease of epidemic  proportion^ 
I 

raged among- them. For e x w l e ,  a hard f r o s t  i n  l a t e  June of 1854 ki l led 

the newly planted crops, and l e f t t h e  t r ees  bare of leaves. The ee t t l e re  

t h r e f ~ r e .  w e ~ e  forced t o  l i v e  on th. only swviviag crop, deep-planted 

L 

- 



- 

potatoes, the following winter.39 I n  January, 1859, the temperature i n  the 

&re& remained a t  thirty-six degrees below zero f o r  nearly a week. "One 

i w  f e e l s  nothing now but the cold and as f o r  feel ing it more keenly than we 
I 

have since l a s t  Thursday night, why it i s  phg6ically impossible. I@ A,, I I 
epidemic, perhaps diptheria,  struck Goon Pra i r ie  shortly a f t e r  the Civi l  WL-. I 

I In the span of a few weeks 19.4 people died. Half of the  victims were under I 
f iw y e w s  old and twenty-two of tham were babies d a r  one month. wL1 I 

I Most of the l i f e  of the Coon Pra i r ie  pioneer was f i l l e d  with day 
I 
I 

t o  day hard work. Campbell's description of tbs Rdrhkonong s e t t l s m n t ,  

probably gives a reasonabu accurate idea of what the e a r l i e s t  Coon Prair ie  
' * - . I 

l i f e  was l ike .  

The houms were log cabins, shanties and dugouts. Men and 
women al ike d ~ e s s e d  i n  blue d r i l l i n g  or i n  coazrehomespun, 
brought over from €ha old eountry i n  large,  bright painted 
chests. Not a woman.... possessed a hat. Most wore old 
country kerchiefs, a feu homemade sunbonnets. Carpets, kerosene 
Imps, reapers, thrZIahing machinee were things net  dreamed of. 
If books were few, a family a b l e  am some of Luthsrs writings 
yere re re ly  wanting even 3n the h a b l e s t  homes. People were 
well grounded i n  ectechisro, the f o l k l m w  am5 H b l e  History. 
The people a t e  . . . . f l a t b r e d  and rnylm, and prim and bremta, 
the Mnd of faod on wU0h a hwrdra gener&ions of Rorvag aeamen 
and mountaineers had bqen raised. A$ 

An e b b  .lgM O w .  w 0m;en: &&.Le'&&!p3$$l)ed h;ip ?$&t te %mda$$an 
,- !:. . . 

. , .,.> ~- 
&$t&es,$,, .:By ~ ~ a h , .  4 t l ~ F ; i i ~  .w& < .  . . B ~. . % ~ & ~ k i q - a e ~ t . 1 ~ ~ ~ - ~ %  6$' @@@eg$@n farmers 

I - r  . ,' 

i t e m s  f o r  moat pitip&$.- @Me: nq 4,mm na i l s  d e i t h e r  wooden pegs or  

notches helped t o  held. @N i~@.~~@t;l*e.  Coon h a i r i s  p i o n ~ a r s  f i l l e d  
" I  

4 cracks i n  the walls hith w++*, h * - s p ~ ~ l f i e r e  or  01y. The flooa-s of the 

cabins were bare p o W .  rr, the e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e r s  



a t e  what they could grow, catch o r  hunt. Nearby Skogdalen (Ilimkr Coulee) 

provided deer, bear, wildcat and coon and had streants reportedly so f u l l  of 

f i s h  t ha t  the pioneers could d ip  i n t o  the water wi th  a p a i l  and come up 

w i t h  t rou t  twc f ee t  lorig. The bears i n  the area soneth)es presented 

peculiar problems to  s e t t l e r s  a s  the following libercll t rans la t ion  of a 

( t a l l ? )  t a l e  from Holand's Book, Coon P r a i r b  describes: 

A woman noticed an animal a f t e r  her only pig. So she grabbed 
a nearby oak root and h i t  the animal with it. It then reareu up 
and dropped the pig and she could 8ee it was a bear. 5he t t e ~  
drove e p i t ch  fork in to  the side of the bear and it ran off into  
the woods. The pig, so panic str icken by what had happened 
followed the bear i n to  the woods and was never seen again. 43 

For the e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e r s ,  commercial food items such a6 coffee, 

syrup, s a l t  and meal, and such items aa clothing: were obtainable no closer  

than b a i r i e  du Chien, a round-trip journep of over 100 miles. The s e t t l e r s  

who made the t r i p  might walk, carrying a sack of ma1 back on the i r  

shoulders. While there, some a l so  took the t i m e  t o  v l s i t  l oca l  taverns 

because there were few opportunities on Coon Pra i r ie  t o  obtain alcoholic 

beverages. SometWw while going t o  Pra i r ie  du Chiell they would drive a 

yoke of oxen end would take the h e t t . ~  p a r t  of a week f o r  the t r i p .  

When planning a journey, Coon Prairge M t t l e r s  would usually inform the i r  

neighbors fa a r d e ~ .  tha t  showif@ m i g h t  %b dotre f o r  the e n t i r e  group. The 

number of t r i p s  f o r  naaesrsary supp~i.trs was reduoed i n  t h i s  way. 
46 

Hans Neleon, an early s e t t l e r ,  mpaUed a paliticuler incident 

regarding the jomney: 

I remember T, Unseth vent $0 PraSFie du Chien i n  1849 t o  buy 
f lou r  and 0%-r neoeasariea, t o  1ffq bwt unfortunately the 
stomkeeper W e  a @and mleCake srd laded up a berrel  of white 
sugar i n s t e d  of f lour.  Wha MrI Unseeh got hqme hfs daughter 
a t  once climbed up in to  her Oathers wagon to open the supposed 
f l o u r  barrel, the f m i l y  being en8irely ouC of any kind of 
bread s tuff  a t  the time. But upon her taking out the  heed of the 
barrel, what was the surpr ise  a t  f M i n g  the contanta t o  be white 
sugar, instead of f lour.  Imgim tbe eituetion! No f l o w  i n  the 



houtm. White sugar, however good i n  its place, could not make 
bread. The woman then began t o  cry a s  she thought of t he i r  condi- 
t ion  - f i f t y  miles away from a m i l l  and not t. morsel of bread t o  eat .  

What was to  be done? The only war was t o  thresh some grain 
out of the stalk.  And how Was this t o  be done, unaided by 
mnciiines? Why they slmly made a round ring 21. f e e t  across on .. - 
tbe ground a& l e t  i n - the  good old fast ion 
way! And a f t e r  t ing. T l i i s  vas not by 
the modern "roLle ng an "old country" 
coffee m i l l .  

There were many hat year who lived on 
salt and potatoas.. . .' 

BY t tm ear ly  185pfs stores  a* d kn i.n croase, and Coon 

Pra i r ie  ae t t l e r a  could malre the twenty-five ptile journey there instead. 

The t r i p  t o  La Crosse preaenved problems t o  t rav  $# ~ e c e w w f  the 

steep hills. Drivers, therefare, cmrled the cbnieliti of t he i r  wagons 

uphPll by. '&ria so t h a t  %her heanis d f  oxen o r  h o W ~  could make the ascetrt.'* 

By the mid-1850'8 sto& we&. opened i n  Viroqua and a t  "Old Town," 

about a half-mile soath of mdern Westby. htuw Goverqor Jeremiah Rusk 

Ylad a partnership v l t h  a W, +soo i n  8; dxp goods a& grocery atore at 
. . ,  . 

Chon R d r i e .  I n  .I@5& i g  '$he . .  . 4 v e ~ t l l ; e d :  "We will sell 

,a,Mapj as k,. &ugh%, &kJJ g i r o  . : q m  goods &*ought on 
., 

. ,. , tk XpMllp mark@$ %I$! %&9. ,'& .$b~l0@$b , . .,. :. I 



and mail and newsp,apers were therefore made available t o  the s e t t l e r s .  

- n '  the Westby Times. However, f o r  those Coon Pra i r ie  s e t t l e r s  who read ,r. 

Walloe, a Norwegian physician who lived about two 
, v ~. 

8 - P 

I, 
Westby and by such men a s  9. E, W. Tinker of ~ f ~ q & :  I n  an  advertise^,@ .d - 8 1 .iy 

F k ~ o s i t o ~ ,  Tinker publicized the following information: 
,-: I .I' 

i n  the yLppYa . . 
-.s. , L  l w * -  , 

"1 charge one dol la r  f o r  the f i r s t  mile and 5Q$ f o r  each addit ional m i l e ;  - 

1. 8 

I [ Fif ty  per cent addi t ional  chasges f o r  v i s i t s  a f t e r  9 o'clock p.m. a d  before - . -  ? -  . 
- <'! 

,I SL, '- 5 ofclock a.m. Settlernenks t o  ba made i n  May and Nofrember of each year. . . I  
. . . 1 - 

" P  

1'. '' Although times were hard and goods and seraices were often d i f f i c u l t  . ' 
- .  - 7 

- I - .  t o  obtain, tham wen mnny posit ive aspects t o  pianeer l i f e ,  According t o  
'i,' 

1 t;=; an ear ly  source, "a cordirdihl f e w n g  pervaded the l i t t l e  settlements. The 

s e t t l e r s  were always ready t o  aBsiat .eac6 other. Ttm le1atch s t r i ng t  was 1 -  , I .  
4'- .. . a lw~ya  outside the cab%:n door ard ko?plfttality w u  ~ 3 ~ ~ 8 c t e r i s t i c  of a l l .  6 5  I r- :,; 
r': -.L 

J - 
~i -, 

+ - "L, , .> . . 
-.-I ;, . 
C - .  



CIVIL U U  

In Vernon County a s  i n  moh of th. Mt.d States,  recovery from 

the "panicn or depression of l857 M not yet  occurred by the tipe the 

Civi l  War began i n  1861. Both pa t r io t i c  fervor and probably the "hard 

times,w led many young men f roo  Chriatiana tovnshlp t o  volunteer for  Civil  

War service. The 1860 cnnsua showed 11,007 people inhabiting Badex 

(Vernon) County. By S e p t u b r  of 1862 there were 2,453 men enrolled i n  the 

m i l i t i a  i n  Vernon County. Of these 163 were Prom tha town of Christiana. 

A t  l e a s t  33 Christiana residents a s  well a s  other Coon Prairie soldiers  

saw Civil  War duty. Nine died of diaease or  rourads (k Table I). Coon 

Prair ie  men served i n  m h  kightiag wits as CompiOnJr I of the Sixth 

tlisconsin Ragimont which was part; of Gewral RuQu King's Fatnous *Iron 

3rigadem and C o q a y  G of tb Eighteanth @girp.nt know a s  the 'kdax 

ligers." Other units i n  wbiah Coop Ralrie men served were the Third 

Infantry, Fifteenth Infadtry, + ~ n t e e n t h  Infantry, f ienty-f i f th  Infantry, 

Part  of the of & Potolrac, the "Ifoh Br igden  consisted of the 

iecond Regiment (wN& &era$ tha, highest psrcentage of lorrses of any 
, , 

A&&);$' . ,. . Sixth aad Sev;en$h. Wisconsin R s g b n t s ,  and 

~agiment. TM ~ g d e  was uwie's the comiand of - ,  

Generaldtufus King, a longtime Wisconsin editor,  & Brigadier General 

John Wpbon both of WW were Yest Point graduates. In  the Battle of 



k i n e n i l l e ,  Virginia fought on August 28, 1862 the brigade l o s t  800 

k i l l ed  and wounded out of 2,200 troops. A t  the 

Maryland on September 14, 1862, 

of the 'Iron Brigade. " T h e  men i n  the brigade 

i n  the face of Confederate troops. Thicl ac t io  

Joseph Hooker end General George 8. McCJellan, 

the Potomac. McClellan asked, 

charge. Hooker told him and HcClel&sn i6 report+ t o  M'e replied, 

"hey are man of Iron." McCl 

a s  being "equal t o  the best troops i n  any 

Brigade took pa r t  i n  the Battle of h t i e t a m  and tb M t t l s  of Fredericksburg 

i n  which the wlit was. f i r s  f o r  two d 

i n  General h b r o s s  Burnside's "Mud Marchw 

charge i n  pontoon boats aGrossj, th9 %pp 

The Iron   gad.^' also,  

which began July 11, 1843 d. claims the 

begin the infwtry fi,ghting. there. .At 

P i c k e t t , , ~  famous cheyge t h r  

pursuit  'of the Co&gdergtes ba& 

one th* of the brQc@els 

m e r  r m&ou& of 

Wisconsin and Indian+, 

i n  Virginia i n  Hay of 18 

the Siege of l?ete$@bull.g a d  wis 

In the Battle o r  tb ~&ld,6mness 

consisted par t ly  of Coon &air1 

action. During the course of i 



ax Tigers" was poorly d r i l l ed  aid poorly armed when it l e f t  

Milwaukee on March 30, 1862. Nevertheless it was i n  the thick of the 

sustained twenty-five men k i l led  i n  act ion and ninety-one wounded. Th 

uni t  went on t o  f i gh t  i n  the Batt le of Corinth and the siege and bi-t t le 

of Vicksbwg. The highteenth took pa r t  i n  the Chattanooga cbmpaign and 

fought off superior numbers of Confederate troops a t  Blstoona Pass, Alabama 

They l a t e r  ceme u l e r  General W i l l i a m  T. Sherman's command a t  Raleigh, 

North Carolina. 

The Third Wisconsin Infantry Regiment took pa r t  i n  the Bat t les  of 

.'I Winchester, Cedar Mountain, Second Battle of Bull Run, Antietam, Chancellor 

duty, long marches and garrison dutx. The Fif teenth Regiaent, known a s  the 

under the f o m w  s t a t e  priaon comai@~.ioner, Co&onel Hans C. Hag. Ole T. 

Westby was a member of this uni t  16.J be;lov). The F.Aftee@th took p a r t  i n  

the Battle of Iff%a@ No. 10,: S t o w  :Smr, ,  i n  whluh It i s a t  tu@n$y-fiva k i l l ed  

a& s k t y  w o d ' d ,  agd. C)i$@tf@aqp . . Whe~e Heg .was, k i l l sd  arid f i f ty-eight  

of h i s  pea $&ep pp$!gon?r, -The De&a31t .. . Wat fro@ Dkattuloog. tb Atlanta 
, . 

with OB~rrl ~ . i & n . ~  aorl: retyrwdl $wifd duty ,, . i n  ChatSanooga while ~ h e r k n  
. . 

mamhed t o  :the coaat, 

The* wece a Bber of ~remaiaisg unit'# is whitah Coon Pra i r ie  men served. 

The Seventeenth WYdcOgs$fl 'Reginen*; .made up moetly of msn i f  b i s b  descent, 

fought a t  P i t t sbwgh LandEiig add. vi?,@bu$gy+re fourteen msn were k i l l ed  

and f i f t y  uoundsd. The ~ c v ~ ~ b e e n t h ~ l & w  kcoq%aniep Sherpfn '&-om Chattanooga . , 
. .  ,. 

- .  . . . . 





Ole T. Westby, who e&iUmtad on hc6mbmr 24, 1861 deacribod his  

Civil War reeord as  f o l l w s l  

(I) first exktwd &a6 st Nudieon to wrvm ue a private 
i n  Co. H 15th Rae. U&wobria Vdwteer I d . ,  but was detailed 
t o  servo i n  ordinance a part of the tine aod i n  th$ band. (I)  was 
leader of the band when d i s c b g d  a t  bahvkfle) Tenn. , Feb. 13, . .  
1865 at  the expiration of tern H mnim. The f i r s t  battle 

, ' . . 
- .. 

(I) en&a&ed i n  was UnLon C i t y ,  Temosee. Th6n came 18- no. 10, 
Nashville Tern., RWPFeeabom, Chickamaug%, Chattanooga, Mis~ionary 
Ridge, Blue ILtdge, Rsoaoa, Gt., KeMshw Wt., Ga., PeachTree Creek, 
Atlanta Oa., Jomsboro lid LOvejop Station Oa. 

:I was wormded 14 the rP&t arm a t  batt le  of Lovejoys Station. 
I was i n  hospital a% Chattan@oga i n  U63 a short t h .  My intimate 
c o l d s  C q  tll r r y i c e  &rd 010 Jobnoon, h u t  Jottnuq~, Imd A .' 
Kmdson & 

! I 

* ~ g  [*3 7 
General E a r l  Rogers who edited &&f&p of Yet- urote that Ole T. --a y 

7 

Westby was a m  of' b o  uMslDIcl orderlies who mo~.pnni& C ~ o l o ~ l  (Has C.) 
I- , - - 

42 ' 8  

He@ when they oipzp- $W ulud q.@&~&h picketa. . . 
> . : :  . ;. , - ? a  ." 1 

H I * ,  ,C. , , zw, ib ,&ii& ?o&e#! Westby was b m  in $oil;eq bnrk on M q  2 $: & %b~tha  (~sllatadj tfe&&.bl. f& e.@s& t o  -3ocl: i n  It349 with his parents, 
h 
.a 

. . 
I .  " 

.+.I I., - . 

a s$ater,, Ril(q,@, r :&*r ... 6seh. , . 4.4.w *w?th a s  w $ e .  Evap Oj&a~n . f 7, : . . .  . 
~ a o m i  *let a& ~zth.r WTM ig k g B ~  c a ~ p i i - ~ ~ ~  ths 1~khppp d k e r  + I r i  . )  

I .  !i '1.. 

$d the ewt. Sn Z850i ,&&an ~ b d &  +. ~0 @s&. &g, deo'tiaq Lhirty- . (4,;;. , r 
8 li 

row. aou t i~as t  of ~ g l e t b  :@ &&-: them . t f ~  ~l i s  death: i6 1871. 
- I. 

&,' '<in,: 
In Novtuubar of' 1865, swat mobtfFg dfw ' . a a  dlgawga ft.k the Union 5, 

%I 

I . I 
, 1 .  

Amy, Ole Vertb~~.;, &hen t ~ t ~ - f A ~ c r , , ,  m r i d d  seyent+c$a, ykar okl Sarah Dahl, 
, -;, 

L 

the sister of Andrew D a .  ikio became om.bf  ,Me&.b'l'b m0. t  i11uatr i~us  : - !.,, . ' ' i  . . .. J, .. 
residents i n  l a te r  ,@&T@., . w @ ~ f b ' ~  @ jlir v g e  had eleven children, eight 

' I  
l i. 
I _ I  . . 

of. whom were s ~ i l i  lim *R .M h3 

t 



After his discharge from the army, Westby purchased eighty acres  of 

his fa ther ' s  fwm and worked it u n t i l  1869.& In t h a t  year he bought 

some land wtiere the c i t y  of Westby now stands and b u i l t  a combination 

store and home. He hauled the lumber f o r  the 'building by wagon a l l  the 

way from Black River Fa l l s  (fifBrmiles). H i s  daughter recalled t h a t  it 

was "a f ine  home compared t o  the l i t t l e  log cab in tby"d  lived i n  before.'' 

He bui l t  a separate house i n  1872 and i n  1876, he erected a la rger  s tore  

across from the old one. It stock3 "across R'om tba Westby State  Ear&." 

The g o d s  sold i n  the s tore  came by wagon from Sphrta and La Crosse. 

H i s  daugher wrote, "one of fatherb day books f o r  1876 shows he sold goods 

o r  $16,315.64 t h a t  year. An'average of 852.45 a day (not counting s tore  

losings).  Those days he bought grain, wool, butchered hogs, eggs, but ter  

and anything the farmers had t o  s e 1 1 . 1 ~ ~ ~  Westby continued t o  operate his 

a t c ~  u n t i l  the l a t e  l@Xlis. He d i edo fa th roa t  malignancy on January 7, 

'898. H i s  son-in-law, Q t to  Galstad, assumed ope+tion of khe business 

nd continueu t o  s e l l  "groaeries and dhi.m'." The s tore  was eventually 

, Lorn dowri in  the 19Mts.  
66 

r ;: 
f -. 

. . ' ,', Life during the 18'70's waa desc&ho 
.. .. 

- - I ,  t h i s  ways 

I 
The pnly excitement t h e e  dBys ~ 4 s  &en t h ~  stage cam through 

f r q  Sparta t o  Viroqua.with passangers and ~ i l  gqing south one 
day and north the next. Wtwn Ms-~eagerlf fxom Nomay 
They would almost aiLw-kys ge t  off, happy ho find 
t a lk  Norwegian. Those days some parby here. i n  
would buy the t i cke t s - fo r  them aad se.@ them t o  Noway, and the on 

& using t& t i cke t  wQ@d ^ometiu,es, havet.to w ~ r k  ti whode y e w  for  it. . 
My, fa ther  helped a go .may over, but he would wait u n t i l  they 
had enough money t o  pap Wm back. 

Another i n t e ~ e & l n g  &ay f o r  cMldYen w a s  when the agent 'came 
with his enclosed wagon with drawers a& doors al l  around. Me 
sold notions, ciry &oods l i k e  overalls ,  stockings, ca l ico  and 
some grocefies, but'what the. chiadren l iked best was the s t r iped 
s t i ck  candy, colored gumdrops and' spruce g q .  

dhen there was a wedding a man (ealled.K.idaemeste~1 would go 
around and inv i te  the people. H e  would n l n n  receive the guest 



I.. C I 

and be the general overseer a t  the wedding. It was u.sually an a l l  
day and a l l  night celebration.... 

For prosents the guests would bring r o l l  l e f se ,  Norwegian 
cakes and dressed chickens ( s tore  bought items were not ea s i ly  
obtained ) . 

For funerals they would inv i t e  t h e i r  f r iends only. One 
reason was tha t  t he i r  homes were not so large and they had t o  
i nv i t e  a l l  f o r  dinner, as they a l l  had so f a r  t o  go. 

When I was twelve years old, (about 1878) we had a Fourth of 
July Celebration.. ..on Birch R i l l  (southwest of Westby). There 
was a crude merry go round pulled by a horse, running races and 
c o n t e ~ t ~ s . .  ,.speeches, refreshments, and organ music.. . .67 



CHAPTER V 

ZCONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

The Railroad and Growth 

The railroad stin~ulhted development i n  Westby jus t  a s  it did i n  

much of the &ral United State* during t h i s  era. In 1878 Judge W i l l i a m  F. 
I '1 

Terhune of Viroqua observed, nTne great  hindrance t o  a more rapid development 
\ L I 

of this county hng h e n  end is the want of railroad faci l i t ies . . . .  The ;I ,. . * ,  

present mod,@ & 'comunicat%an y i t h  the Buten world i s  by stxge l f n e s  centered ,, 

a t  ~ i r o q ~ ~ ~ . " ~ ~  The wtas not 1.- i n  ooaing. By ~ammber of 1878, 
> .  ~.' 

i -- ~ 8 -  

~ rag~:$qying  For crf sptiz'i$&j of the C M ~ g c a ~  Wnneapolie and St. Paul 
i .;'. 

L 
.. T i .  

P . ., - 

, By August 2.1, 2879 4&"'.ng. s+JY&&& .&~@;&d:~$l=o~~& &ti <by i~Wlnber of - .. .. - .- 
. . . : 

T 

u, - - 1880 the Vern!n - .  ~~&f~i;.atmp . . .. , .... . ~ g & t d *  - -  . ._ :?The t C4umhe@: F:@ ?& : b c t ~ = ~ k d  
I 

. .  ' 7  

t i a s  mwkaj;e&r @-= %. .@~&Murr:) I - .  $&J .A,:-& is.:&@jQ ;&i*+g&, -.,,.. ,. 50;&3 ,tke,g; ,F&i 5&3 
. .  . I 



I F  panded t o  include near l i  four times t h a t  numb= by the end of ths  century. 

In 1899, i n  an a r t i c l e  comme~~~ret ing Weatby's first two decades, The 

R e ~ u b w  dechred,  "In twen%y yclars it grew frm three or  four 

business ehterpr iaes  'to over f o r t y  and from f i f t y  inhsbi tants  t o  about 

"700?" (Actually the  censuu of 1900 showed a population f lgure  of 524). 

1 Weetby bec- incorporated a: a v i l l q e  in 18'35 a s  m h t y - t h e e  ~ u t  of 

ninety-six vo%era approved: tho move i n  ,a s p e c i d  ballqt taken on J a n q  
7 .~ 

twenty-first 03' qht pw; Oka J@,l.j 19Z.O e &we$ '$as  granted giving 
I 74 
L..~Mestby the s ta tue  of a c i ty .  

J 

e clrowt.h 

The e a r l y  fanners on Coon PPairie clcared the land of burned o r  

iseased stumps by uaing six on eevea pdtr% of oxen hitched t o  a plow. 

!cleared lend, of course, b r o q h t  a Mghsr price than the 31.25 an acre f o r  





I 
D L  

R. R. shipped 1,373,650 pounds eastward. According t o  the tax assessorg 

E. V. Homstuo, the town of Christ ians raised 40,400 pourds of tobacco 4 
i n  1896. Furtt,errrtore, an t i r t ic le  i n  the Viroaua Re~uhl icf~n i n  February,- 

[ 1897 mentioned that  "two tobacco warehouses i n  Westby a t  this t ine  employ , .h 
7 

' LO men each and pay t o  the men $250.00 per week per wnrehouse, 

$500.00.' The a r t i c l e  continued, "tobacco buainess i s  t ru ly  a great  

I 
business i n  iernon County and Uestby n a p e  her share of the 

Last hndsy ,  abou* 4 p.m. ocourr<$lad genuinb s t r i k e  i n  Westby. 
About s ix ty  tobacco sortva~s i n  the r; l~ehouse OF H. M. kkkedal.  
They demanded a r a t e  pf ?!i.fteen centg p e r  hpdred for  sorting and 
being rerused the'ir'dewnd, they quiet.&& ralkea out. They vis i ted 
tht, uarehouaes of O.haF.16g Shannon cud S. S,. Neprud a d  finally 
perfuaded hen ia Nspm!dts w-q#hquee t o  quit. Ttie wen i n  
S l imon ' s  were bounq 'to ,:stick qo tg$Jie$-r ,work, but they were molested 
and bothered so +&a% $be$ f&$Q had 30 qdb, The a t r i k ~ r s  t i~en  
held a nreetiw M.&e ;&A&. @%r. %Mit  niea;t;Sng, they partded the 
s t ree ta  f o r  t@ h ~ ~ : , &  $@ $$%$. bgt+s:yof. Ped &bon i n  t h e i r  hats  
and then f i n a l l y  8ry)ossd: ,@&].$p, k 0  4 g h t w  

The v & ~ , u s ~  mn :kd. & 4 6 4 ~ ~ ~ &  t-9 ,hold out sad. d i d  ,so, util 
.. .-',I:! : 

the report  crqe ,.~;&$,%$IB ' w.orS8.rq 8%- ~.$i:q<& .&d~ reee5vsd a raise 
& bei* r'&f $&@Od!:U&a:>azlri h%b,%%@ :S.Q'@~@~@ x i .  IUuCh 48 .-~ 
,~t&i- bou& d* 'thy, f&&&;,,#a!~s $-, 

A t  ias$ rt@n:y&; bmk .it ir.@.k, fie $pg&oupa has 
b a n  p@yih$.s~~m:$en$$~,fl@3@ cr$i -9 bqxt  f o r  ~ 6 l . i ~  than 
i n  rwy b t h 3  %,+a%! ir"co~,#%b., Way Wokght %be men p w h t  t o  
be - ;~i~$ite: &$,"szFo& '$.a%. :by :gs9j;FTevars og hl'rinp wbrnen,* 
to do tL;k sorQ$aFa&&' '&ib.UIIZft (&+ a -hsaon t o  Some* 
the at i i l iers  we k,& $&r&ing.: -;,. : . . . . . . 

. . 
the Reoublioan aeported tW% @ne'.'of .,W, .R . i ' r . i a t o~ i# :~~ :  c.kGl8d out h i s  

I .  . .~. 
,... <:,-.* 

th rea t  t o  hfre wonren~~ork.~ng':~g#$e& of &I&. ,%h$ipkdtk b.lP now i b ' t h b t y -  
i ?. . 1. . " . -- ..;*,*r . . 

f ive  of which t ~ e n t y - f h e  gir'Q. .*pd he'. &pa ,hd ,w%iJ h W e  forty-five 

. . 

mentioned that: a r o w .  ?,DL? paopl6 ., i ( e ~ e 8 . ~ ~ l o x e  . . ' - '.-.&&. Ukeithy tobacco 
. . . . 1 



varehouses that winter. By 1900 there were f i v e  tobacco warehouaea i 

Westby employing 270 people. "The s i z e r s  handle about 170 ibs. each of 'I 
tobacco a day. U@,OOO Zbs. per week t o t a l l y .  At 7% per hundred it 

. _ ,,- ---, , +,+.I nnvrnl 7 of $l-qg~ weeklv. Add t h i s  to $360 of 1 



CHAPTER VE 

EFFECT OF SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS 

m- A Contipypye W l u e n c q  ' , , Y  
&$', 

From the time of ear ly  settlement, churches played a continuously ;' 
p ,  - . =; 1 

s ignif icant  ro le  i n  the his tory of the area. In  1850, there were approxi- :&- f 
5 - < .  

mately 2C,W0 Norwegians l iv ing  i n  America and only seven iVowsgian , .. ., . , -.,, 
1 FY ; i-- -'. h - - 
, Lutheran pastora t o  wrve  them. Not until June 22, 1651, did d Lutheran k; - 4" 

k, ' 

* ,k 
LL .'F 

.. . . ,  pastor,  Reverami C. L. ClauQeri, v i ~ L t  the i s ~ l a b d  Goon Rairte m t t ~ t l e n t . .  [ ,-':# - 

h ': n.,fs3 
He held service6 and bap't%~,ed aenn  childrdn in Even O a n  Cullord ' s barn. ; 3,~- - , . '  86 

*. - .Td 
.? Other .early services w e  held: %*.%b Wk>ns Nepmd'i has*. rapc ?-. - .  

On his v i , s i t  P q t d r  &Is 5mzi4t bn July 12, 1,853 srgnniaid 
r,F$ 

the Coon Prairie bCherqx ~ m g $ .  The f ' ilat pastor .  OI? th churcb was 
F i  

. .. , .! 

I 
,: , 

Coon Prair ie ,  C-h 'b.$,lt I p  $8-$-57 .@# thi.:.dl'4 where the present bountry 
. . . . ,  . . 

ch\rrch steads, r#w~ad ca&ciq- by 1?~c~'&uo;ne~.1i.~ar..uho . . . .  20 
. . . I  . ,  . . 

. . . . . ... ? , . , . 

I 
pr inb-6 .tn~,,.~tm 1t;g.t -id k - w  U d l . 6 5  IP te.t irw 3 
bslildm.87' . . in. ~ 4 , d  ' ~L to f .  .&ab ~&&. w ~ v i s r i .  r o  e a i ~ y  

. .  , ,,. , . . . . . . .  . 
tb: &&r ;m~Gdh& ;I;ith. ~ili,*#t~ qwPi. Wf.9 by B p n e g i w ~  i n  

~ ~ 
- . .  T , . .  . , f . .  . .~ 

6 .  .~ I I 

;ydaons&,, t&i $'&pe+'.churrir3 ,= "M, all .;$@md& ~ 0 l t n & ~  4 88 Ueste*~ %.. ' . ~  , . . . . . ,  , . 

h i s  comawnt;s o.? $& p%vfc'e:t . , .., 
. . ,  .,.,,;* T . . . 

The yr&iea, arie @~ecLocLoki:ng qqrii i b  thq ~brsk. lallauage.. . . The fore 
of v6rship be@@ %@:b h ~ a a n  :b~gh$$a?m ~I%@I$Y.,. .,. . T ~ H  pmacber 
was dred'aed ih  4, 448ck m y @ $ i *  uktb & ~@# ,!+&%r.. , . ,[a# 
i n  Elimbsfhan :Eng$ad?. 'TMm @@md 0. be m s;n~.iit s p b i t  of 

' 

'*f is ' , . i3evotfon i h  fh. ' M P ~ P U B O ~  . , . 
I* 4 ., 

3.2 - 



The ear ly  Coon Pra i r ie  church- beset with the same f inanc ia l  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  which the r e s t  of the nation faced i n  the 1857 npanlc.n 

Hjalmar Holand described a problen one ear ly  s e t t l e r  had who could not 

ra i se  the seventy-five cents  necessary t o  pay f o r , h i s  land claim. '....He 

asked Pastor Stub for  seventy-five cents and Pastor Stub did not have it 

e i the r  because he was paid usually i n  produce. Stub said, 'Wait till the 

upcoming Easter service and maybe I w i l l  get  enough money from the collec- 

t ion,  t ~ u t  he did not. 90 

The fortunes of the c h m h  took an upturn and a s  the tines improved 

the Norwegian Lutherans held t h e i r  eynodical meeting a t  the Coon Pra i r ie  

Church i n  1859. 

Controrersy, developed, a s  it did i n  the  Norwegian Synod nationally. 

I n  1857, disagreemsnt; a r i s e  within the hairarchy of the church over the 

issue of slavery. The synod had woopted the chance tm use the t ra in ing  

f a c i l i t i e s  of the Missouri Synod Lutherans i n  St. Louis. A Norwegian 

Lutherah facul ty  m~mber there a g h e d  with h i s  a o l l e a p e s  t h a t  "slavery 

i n  i t s e l f  was not a sin. w91 Mris ion  ;it& +' Norwegian synod resulted 

over t h i s  position. The mar df*d. d w n  r$tb, the comi-hg. of t h e  Civil 
. . 

. . 

War i n  1861. I n  1868, ,hOwa-,~, three ~qae8 eft&'; the OW1 War erded, the  

Norwegi~n Luth@ran ayx$bd 'L~c@& , ,  . . g ra~+1&2:~n $ktt. ( thb Hlssoari synod 
. z  

doctrine rss ~ i g h t  aiid t h t )  & $ y 8 ~  i i a  &$self .As n i t  wrong - the wrong 
92' , .. 

l i e s  i n  its a b m .  " ,  %he i&ntfoversy e r q t a d  &u as nortbern congrega- 
, .  

t ioas ,  who had sent sons a d  .husbands $0 .$&&$ @ d i e  i n  a w a r  fought 

pa r t l y  t o  end slavesp, resentad t h i s  mactidnqy stand. Some congregations 

l e f t  the  synod while llsrpr others  considered d o i d  so. A t  Coon Pra i r ie ,  
*Nil' 

a colPmittee dmw up a formal posi t ton r ta tenent  on it's views on slavery. 

After some degree of hedging by the oormnittee, Clamat h r g  p r o p o d  the 



following resolution: "Where one man by force, makes another man a slave 

against his w i l l ,  and pays nothing fo r  his labor, there is absolute sin." 

T h i s  resolution was adopted unanimously along with the f o l l w i n g  -&sent 

suggested by Dr. Welloe.  slaver^. is s i n  without exception among Christian 

and civi l ized people." I n  1869 the synod withdrew i t s  eontror;rsial 

slavery position. 
93 

By 1872 the congzkgation ebtained two new pastors who served many 

s u r r o d i n g  smaller oongregations a s  vel l .  Pastor H. C. b u s  arrived 

i n  1863 and Pastor Halvor Haloorsen replaced Preus i n  1872 and served the 

Coon Prair ie  Congregation fo r  over forty-aim years u n t i l  h i s  death i n  

Norway i n  1921. By the t h e  he died, Pqstos Halvorsen had coaducted 

funeral service8 f o r  momore than 1050 xmnbers of the colrgrsgation. On 

September 15, 1895, on Pastor Ilslvorsen's f i f t i e t h  birtMay, the Coon 

Pra i r ia  Congregation gave what up t o  t h a t  t h e  was "uodoubtedly the 

largest  surprise p a r t  ever held i n  the county." The pestor returned homo 

from preaching i n  Viroqua t o  find the bard playing on his lawn and hundred8 

there t o  congretu&&ta him. Ue receiwd a s  g i f t s  "a span of f i r  coach . .-, 

horses, a ~t of doublv h a r a s s  aad a W i n e  Surrey the cash value of 

94 which JIDunted t o  $260. 

Construction on what becam known as tb "Big Stone Church" began 

i n  1875. It was i n  use by 1878 although it was not dedicated u n t i l  1884. 

On Easter Sunday of 1909, 11-ng s t m k  the church, ond it b W d  down 

from the resul t ing f i re .  The congregation decided t o  rebuild immediately, 

a d  began constructian on a $15,000 ohurch i n  the country as well a s  a 

$21,000 church i n  town. The churah i n  town, known a s  Westbp Coon Prair ie  

Church, i s  s t i l l  i n  use today. It had one of the first pipe organs i n  the 

nation purchased a t  a cost of $2,100. A crowd estimated a t  2,500 people 

gathered i n  Ueatby fo r  the dedica0ion.95. 



Our Savior's Lutheran Church grew out of the controverw within 

the broader religious community over the doctrine of predestination. 

During the l a s t  quarter of the nineteenth century 8nd the first par t  of 

the twentieth century this dissension 'permanently s p l i t  the Ohio Synod 

from the Missouri Synod, a l iemted  from the Missouri the m8in body 01 

Norwegian Lutherans, .... and deepened the breach between Missouri and 

Iowa. w96 

In  Uestby, by 1888, the conpbgation of the Coon Prair ie  Church, 

l i ke  many Lutheran groups throughout the United States,  was s p l i t  in to  

two camps; nMissouriansw a d  wanti  Missourians." The two sides agreed on 

the cohcept tha t  the individual who believes i n  C h r i s t  and atones fo r  his 

s ins  is destined f o r  e ternal  salvation. The differences between the 

groups centered on the issue of cause or e f f ec t  a s  well as over a matter 

of interpretat ion of scripture. The wMisaouriansw f e l t  a man cannot 

h l i e v e  i n  Christ unless God cauaerc him t o  do so. On the other hand, the 

wanti-Missourians'l f e l t  tha t  Cod chooms a person f o r  salvation on the 

basis of whethsr ha believes in Christ or not. The h s * M s s ~ i a n s n  said tha t  

nowhere in scripture does it 8peciZically ataOe %hat .an is mved %n view 

of N s  faith.. 4 The ~. 't,&$i-~~ssourians" cbunt*red mi . # ~ @ w n t  withr 
. . 

?.If n e  t iak6~ tb LIttihar- te;achinga . , . . a@ t& spript!aiws as whole . . . . 
( i t )  is c l a w  t h a t  w aedts  man t o  salvation i n  vi iy  oe the f a i t h  he 

w 97 foreaeee i n  the m p ~  
. . 

On $@d,rie tiie sides @d +rmcon$$l$qe a s  Pastor Hnlvorsen, 
, ~. .  . 

8 
. . 

a sbunch ' * ~ i ~ w s n " , ~  . . f r $ q ~ e n t l y  chart&!!& a&: *at&-Misso&ansn f a r  what . . .. 
he $tilt was beJi.f in .s f'alae doctrina. Most of the co-gatiod eeersed to  

side with their pat&,, CEl~sequelltly, th;e wan~d-Wi~sa:~:fxinsw f e l t  they 

a had no recourse but .to leak thd congFegation. Wbg the  eourse of the 

year of 1888 about f i f t y  fami1i.s withdreu: fnoa the Coon Prair ie  Church. 



6ag of t h e e  people *re uithozlt r chw%f! for a k h ,  bs$-i&ep tg 
I 

8 i 
met m t  tb-e Sslth Schbolhauda pguth of Weatby and led by e b  men as  h s  

&sdr%aq Bfbn Leson, k s  b s o n , a n d  hrrdraw Ekeratbg seewed a 

nm?ber of ministers on a t m p o ~ r y  beid.  On lispember 3 ,  18%8, 't8e PfEty . 
v 

dieegnting fwiilies, a t b r  unaffiliated fereilies, and a number of families ,, 

W e  West Coan Prairie Cengregatioqwith the aid of Pastor J. N.  . . .  .. . - 
.A 5 

: , -  KLLdmhl, Formed (ku Savieris LuObsm Churah. They agreed t o  build a t 

2' 

C .. 
64 x 32 foot clru~ch in Vestby ffer $2,0236. Until the churoh wae built, 

-- < 
~sezvicss were held i n  the ~~~e tidl and the West& Methodiet ~ b a r c f ~ ~ ~  - A  

I 
. .. 

A mion of Clm Sariarts Lnd St, Petr i  cmgreg8tIons occurred in  
I - 4  

. . . , -  
July, l.689, SQ. Petri just.nci&h of Uest\eUr was orgaaised i n  1868 an& had 

- t 
*.- ' I  - 

4 -. -. . 
? n  ' 1 

Mlt a &weh on Bke grouards of the present ceMttery of Ow E f b V i ~ f : ~ .  
. I 

..!',>j .. - . - . .. . 

: 7 with tb. m i m ~  of tb o ~ e g a t i o n s  i n  Y4, 8%. Pfetvits aa an Ysn t l fbb lc  -I '.'-, 
- -  r .q - 

tanit c d  to exist. !€he first i tn is tor  th4 n e w  congregation ms able t o  14; 
rcputm om m Nl tkme baeis waa Pq#.rtor C. b!. W t v e d t  who aeaephd r 

*edlw on Sspbm&r 9,  l&Q, for a *reL.r3r of $525,a0 per @.in 4. frm houeo, 

t h e  a f f e r&=~  per par a d  inaidantel** Pan* Hartin Ciul'banalmn f o l l h  

Nodtv&t five y e w  later.  61wl~rmeIkn em-d wiverql lie+=l~y congrsgotiona 

as w e l l .  Pe3Lewing !hlbrardmnta &&ea fllr+~*s I& dmjtttb in k408, Wsvemld 

W r t i a n  &bUM .-t. a d  tw pae.lxlFsMp :a% Ch$,Savi~r~ 's ,  In 2%10i 

aurlng S y b i l d a  th. +~lgzrgat$an p w ~ h . U d  t,hiFC,r :- far 

~ p p i e e a  i n  Eq&!h. Thr mafor portionlof obwrah errvicdb, how*,, 

oontim& to  bib @aMatbd i n  )lome@tu~ fm an&&) 'the So C-. Uw i n  

I910, ssr,$ous consi,deT,ation w e  $ i v ~  t& enlPrg$.ng &he ah&h apd 

bailding a .bamlabnt., h plans for c ~ a s t ~ c & i a n  b w v s c r .  were postpone8 

DF a nunitmr of Afbr Sybi,lrud m&gne,d ;him&~ii+~bi ill haltb in 

~g 1912, b w~ m~be&d erartwll3. by Paaton 9. 0. Rondssvsdt in 



In 1917, the synod t o  which Our S a v i o r v ~  belonged, the United 

Lutheran Church, formed a union v l t h  the Norvegian Synod axd the Aauge 

Synod t o  be knovn a s  the Norvegian Lutheran Church of America. The rift 

which had occurred nationally i n  the 1880rs among the many Lutheran Churches 

had been ao.8uhat healed becauw none of the churches i n  this nav syncd 

were a f f i l i a t e d  with the Missouri Synod. In Westby, t a lk  of re-ur.iting 

Cur Savior's Church with the Coon Pra i r ie  Church had gone on f o r  a 

number of years. In fac t ,  Pastor Rondesvedt had conducted bi-manthly 

English services on Sunday evenings i n  the Coon Pra i r ie  C - b c h  since 1915. 

So t h e  synodical merger added impetus t o  the move toward l oca l  union. 

A t  Our Ourvior's rpace l imitat ions within the church that had almost resulted 

i n  large scale remodsling a M  an addition i n  1911, brame a r i%ica l  by 

t h i s  time. Therefom, m a y  poople vraw pleased when a r t i o l e s  of union 

were worked out .sd accepted by both churches i n  1919. Tba lur church vas 

t o  bi, called tb grin&% LutherPn Gbwch. It , -Q& . -.ma tkrat the 

eoaf l ic t  ew&end'paly for ty  y l b s  s a r l i e r  by d i r r ~ ; ~ ~ & e ~ &  a%qr ohurch 
, . .  . . 

p o l i ~  on. k-b 10-1 6f tho . w a d  tl&t lod to tho c n a t i ~ n ,  oS :biii &v%of!ss 

, . .. 
~b rnw ~ r i & . ~  Ohupbi bou.rer,, . wi.s .. not , t o  b . c ~  I *&,;I& ., . @&.jrr ~, many . 

, . 
pi.cb1wp P ~ u ~ ,  . . :~~o,~i.d,. ~b bi;iti;t6rwss C.UW~ m.bfaaiai. ' , 

. . 



f o r  a new church of t he i r  own. I n  1920, the committee i n  charge of so l i c i t i ng  

funds f o r  the project  "reported t h a t  $38,875.00 had been subscribed up t o  

t ha t  time."100 This, however, was found t o  be only half the amount needed 

f o r  construction, so f o r  the time being the congregation decided not t o  

build. Overcrowding forced them t o  reconsider and by April of 1921 

they decided t o  build. Construction began i n  October, 1921 and the newly 

completed church coating $84,615.67 was dedicated i n  June, 1922. 

The Growth of Schools 

When Badax County was orgmniaed each c i v i l  town had its own school 

superintendant. I n  1866-61 the s t a t e  abolished the old system and crented 

the posit ion of County Superintendant of Schools. The early teachers 

were paid $35 a month f o r  a male akxI $25 a month f o r  a f e m l e  teacher. 

I n  1862, the county board assessed H8.30 f o r  i t ' s  share of the  county achool 

tax assesemant of @,401.&l of which N60.64 went for  the county school 
lo1 

ruperintendant's annual s d w .  

I n  1862 there were 160 schools in the county, sff i n  the town of 

Chribtiana. The &$t school erected i n  the town of Ghrimeiana was i n  

1851 i n  section thirtpf1.cq. The building was &? x 26 P6e.t. sdd :soon burned 

-.1°2 T&, gist daap ~. ory o f  Bernon .&untu e & a W  ti&%-& %&-&#PWb&y. 

lit382 ,maLlyJr) : .new ,#daq& i a p  bu'ilt  I n  the "pleasant a& thriiving . . 
vi l lage . . of Westby Fdp #$$@~.,:;,s I p &  building i r  neat ram afd cont@rins 

, 
twdy&t$ppartmsnts, & ii ga*h, :&%o,oFJr,.4'3 Accordin& t r j  two. Cwly krachers, 

h6weviSr; %d.. P. 8. N\?i$iiqi (&&lie UsgtW) and Mr. Miwe .&scm, 

children ti t h e  arei.west ti '&$he= C l o ~ h n a k e r ~  ~ i l b ~ + p a ~ l  ci= Unseth 

,pxhool$ u n t i l  1880 u@n & i l i a  Westby, then about flPTfte&n, bpead a 

. . la' & m e  We.rtby p r i r a t e  sc.heol i n  a IFOOI~ rbeve b r  fa the r ' s  store,. . 



rn Norvegisn school a s  English - not more than six or seven months a year.n105 

Eleven children attended Miss Westb's first school i n  1880. In  1881, 

Mlss Matilda Gilbertaon opened another school over the Simon Syverson 

Machine Shop and i n  1883 a new school d i s t r i c t  was formed of which three 

early pioneers, John Michelet, Andrew Moens, and Simon Syverson were board 

members. The new board authorimd purchase of a school s i t e  on the l o t  

where the Westby Go-operative Creamery now stands on South Main Street ,  

and bu i l t  a two s tory building. 
106 

Miss Regina M l o r d  was the first teacher at  this n e w  school. She 

received twenty-five do l l a r s  a month fo r  coping with an e n r o U e v n t  of 

eighty pupils. By 1885, i t  vaa deemed mceesary t o  h i r e  a second teacher 

a s  well as t o  occupy the second f loo r  of the building because of increased 

attendance. In the fa l l  of 1893, the upper grades uste transferred t o  the 

Tmperance &ll across the s t ree t .  In 1894, a new four  room, two atory frame 

building was erected on tb s i t e  of the old school a t  a cast df appFoXimately 

$2,800. Eventually two i p d 6 s  veFe assigned t o  each room snd by A898 

the school walr dila.&mb@ a Firs' c laas  graded school under the principal- 
&f,7"' 

ship of J. 6. Rjofiog. 

the tam aohtilirred. @ow, m bJLpangion of sci.ko61~ fedilit'ies was 

eb ':* QQ$ -d. meti.ng, vote* d ~ o i d ~ d  to e rec t  necvssarg. I :  

a nev sch@cS in&~dirg~.~gg. ft $iidifi.e%. l W t e d  t a  *0,000. 1 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 1 " d ~ ~ i a g  wqs 
. . ..; . . . . 

coap1et!ea. i n  1910 'od a p%r'ui;u,tjn! t~ plw&t s i t e  of ~b!) ~ e a t t ~ ~  i~chdols 
. , 

? .  
on two and one fo&t;b a& ppebged f M m ~ ' ~ i t t u s  h"19.10, 

 it& S@k60l gpg&,ia:bd i t i $  f irst  c l a s s  af ,g@M$e&n-;stbdent.s 

i n .  1911. 

fty the l$90'f s: %we .bo@%M$&e, T ~ ~ U ~ & J C B  and Dab&@* ba*h reCteoCive, 
. , L . .. 

of natio m l  ins$gtut;ionIs&:M &B9w@,'4ip Meekby. 3 % ~  T@lepdiwe ~ a &  wai +. 
. ' ., . . . '::'++.' .: ... . . , , : , .."*.' !?, ' .  



a erected i n  the 1880's on South Main S t ree t  across from where the Westby 

Co-operative Creamery now stands. Although Westby apparently had no one 

a s  fanat ic  a s  the htltchet wielding Cwry Nation, there were a t  l e a s t  two 

anti-liquor organizations act ive i n  Weetby during those days - The *Wonens 

Christ ian Temperance Unionn (W.C. T.U. ) and the Wisconsin Norvegian Total 

Abstinence Association which l a t e r  became pa r t  of the Wisconsin 

Scandinavia State  Temperance Society. 

In January 1896, the Viroauo bnub- reported t h a t  "Westby not 

only has one of the la rges t  temperance oneanisations of its kind i n  the 

s t a t e  but... a l so  has a magnificent h a l l  0% i t s  own." They w r e  thinking 

of expanding their f a c i l i t i e s  and the pleaded8 "Kind friends,  

l e t  us  a l l  brtend a helping hand t o  further a caulve so grand.n108 In 

February of 1896 the State  Norwegian Total Abstinence Association meeting 

i n  La Cco8.e elected Westb resident8 am two of i t s  f ive  office-.- 
.- . 

ncfal  aecpta ry .  '09 i n  h r o h  

" $efeMqiuhi i n  Wescb, the 

W e h  20 a t  T 

m 



a t t e d a n c e  a t  t h e i r  meetings of seven. However, a t  this erne time the 

~ r o u d l y  announced the progress of two Westby residents with 

drinking problems: "C. A. Olson and Steen Steenson returned from ELroy 

S a t u r d ~  last, where they vent t o  receive the Keeley cure. We are  glad t o  

"112 say they are feel ing f ine  &nd happy i n  knowing they are  not a slave t o  rum. 

The &stbv Lvcem, a debhting society, was orgbnized by the l a t e  

189C19. It held meetings from the f a l l  through June and debated such topics 

a s  the following: ilReeol~ed - Benjamin Franklin deserves more grat i tude 

from our country than Thomas Jefferson&"& Wesolved - That the barbarian 

i a  more happy than the c ivi l ized man;" and "Reeolved - Pol i t ios  cauees more 

trouble than reugion;"  and a topic of contemporary national intereet ,  

'tResolved - The Hawaiian Islands should be annexed to . t he  United States." 

Some of t h e  topics had more of a loch1 kntereat than others a s  the Re~ublican 

of March 18, 1898, reported. "Resolved - t h a t  a bachelor leade a happier 

l i f e  than a married man - O l d  Peterson W n s  the affirmative s ide and usec 

himself as a l iv ing  Blrmple. ,I w 
A more serioub topivr of par t icu la r  l o a d  concexn. was the following - 

l l ~ s p l ~ e d  - T L ~ C , ~  the: pair of the ~orwe&iq l : k g e  a$old be w o w e g s d  I. . , 

among tKe descenbrints, ,of. %arwegi.an@ i n  & United: S%ates.ll  nor^^,, three , 

people would prepwe ftic tha sff;irmat&ve. af t h e  ig sue  aM Chfee f o r  
. . 

t he  negetive and t w o ,  EMee fiieds took~ &pe;ri>rr $0$2tid,wci ' odl ma ,topio. 
. , 

D r .  J o h n  S ~ k e i ~ i  ' tS"B~;~*e~aftp of ~&ultfid@ b&iMd $hyaic&@ .took the 
. . . , 

af f i rna t ive  ~ ~~ apd ,bndPev $.' .Dm?, fit- %i.i$ioeciin S'tkke ~k@.@&&p and himself 
, I  I - .  ?-  . . . . . .  . . . 

a son of Norvsgian b ,b$t the .iy@&$ve. Tk* @ga.blv~ position was 
. . 

judged the winne f b  the&gupe& ..: ebt t r b  apent i.t@3f~~ 

Norwegian oould ba inor%: 'p%fi$7t&bklp .+spent &~!~ni"g. JQ&_ish: &a ~ord&r that., t h e  
:: 

it@ individual would not @I*& brokee,'lt I ,  . . . . - 



The years that possed batween tb dd-nineteenth century and the 
i 
i' early twentieth oentvrp were y e a s  tht witnessed a great chnnge in 
i 

Coon Prairie and andesth. When %en hrllord @%..wed in  @kt! and thanked 
I> 
I God for aUowing him to fu thL# unc1r.W. 1W' b wes .seeking, the 

county wad B ~ E x ,  the. CovnehQ pkt d F%ragy~i . ~ #@ the lVWeat.byl that 

of relatives badk La Norway. AAle'sia.aa :&i&$d@~gi ,%I@I~, .@me tha ardy 
1 

I people who h@ @t:;p@Wl W&QH~'S ".:.-.:. .*,ease of wqiig mass 
1 ,  
I @owe of tre48-." 

. - 
, ./ . . 

Dur$m tho a&% .Wlty~,pxw~or , . so, @o~wm.not oz&r a,ttrugg3,ed vith 
~ 1 

a t t e q t i  90 eiri-liee ;s wi,2deraevsa, bg$ EmqM ~~~~ .m rnoectainaes 
. . ~ . ~ .  - ~. . I ,;. , . , - . r . .  i 

of 6 W B ~ L I W I ~ ~  and @Mk boW$@"Sd.@.i,mt~%. , . ~. . -~%ii~'eGna&gh~oE. ' .  ~ $ar:m%r~ 
.:&. 
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C I V I L  WKll SOLDIERS THAT S&RYED FROM THE TOWNSHIP OF CBRISTIxNA 
- - J  .m:mi Infantry bpiment 

War v i a t i n t s  Cause 
Neme 

r 
of Death 

Third Infantry Thomas Slagg, Captain 
- a Sixth Infantry Jobn C. Barry, Corporal 

flollia W. Bishop* A s  Prisoner of War 
William R. Carnes I 

' .I 
Albert Emons* Disease 

"-- - - Daniel Taylor 
Thirteenth Infantry Hans 0. Hanson 

L Firteenth Infantry Ole T. Olson, Surgeant 

I i Peter 0. Larson 
Simon Andarson* A =  D-4 ..A--- -- z r - -  - . - - - -- a= ' A -  1 w a r  
Thorger Erickson 
Peter Johnson* 
Ole Kjostilson 
Charles Black 
Tositere k r s e n  
k i c k  Olsen 
Johannes Simenssn 

Seventeenth Intantry Andrew ~ansb; 
Amos ti. Wanse* 

Twenty-fif t h  Infantry Even T. Sonastied 
Jamma Everson - 

She& % E S ~ W ~ ,  Co~pcral* lllw i n  &%i04. &i;~k gn&er' 
, son* D i s ~ l r s  

Ole i?eCs$s~n* D+,.ae'aae 
F i f t i e t h  I i f an t ry  Torge5 Jensan 

John 3. & e r a  
Chri6'togPlei Trubon 

Fifty-third Infantry W a s  W e r s o n  
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