
CCBC CHOICES: 1980 
Monthly CCBC book discussions, content evaluations by Wisconsin spec ia l is ts ,  and CCBC staff pa r t i c i pa t i on  on nat ional  and 
s ta te  book evaluat ion comnittees became a basis f o r  acquir ing several perspectives on juven i le  t rade books published i n  1980. 
The se lec t ive  l i s t i n g  CCBC CHOICES: 1980 was developed i n  February, 1981. 

T i t l e s  are organized i n t o  ten  sections: History, People and Places; Seasons and Celebrations; The Natural World; 
Exceptional Children; The Arts; Folklore; Poetry; F i c t i o n  f o r  Younger Readers; F i c t i on  f o r  Older Readers; Books f o r  t he  
Youngest. 

Susan C. G r i f f i t h  and Ginny Moore Kruse 

HISTORY, PEOPLE AND PLACES 

Adkins, Jan. Heav E u i  ent. Scribner's. Unpaged. 
Detai 1 ed +='-- rawings accompanied by b r i e f  w r i t t e n  explanations i l l u s t r a t e  the functions and operations o f  compactors, ex- 
cavators, graders, crawlers and cranes. A high i n t e r e s t  book useful f o r  o lder chi ldren.  

A1 len, Thomas B. Where Children Live. Prentice-Hall. Unpaged. 
B r i e f  w r i t t e n  descr ipt ions o f  environment accompanied by earth-tone paint ings o f  where ch i ld ren l i v e  create a fee l i ng  
f o r  1 i f e  i n  th i r t een  d i f f e r e n t  cul tures o f  the world, i n  p i c tu re  book format. 

Anno, Mitsumasa. Anno's Medieval World. Adapted from the t rans la t i on  o f  "Kus6 ~ 6 b 6 "  by Ursula Synge. Philomel Books. 
Unpaged. 

Anno's pictures i l l u s t r a t e  a t e x t  about what people understood before they knew Earth was round and moved. The Middle 
Ages and Ptolemaic theory are ca re fu l l y  explained. The "ar ts"  o f  astrology, alchemy and magic are in terpre ted and the 
contr ibut ions o f  "pioneers" such as Copernicus, Bruno and Gal i leo  are detai led. 

Boutet de Monvel, Maurice. Joan o f  Arc. In t roduct ion  by Gerald Gott l ieb.  Translated by A. I. du Pont Coleman and 
modif ied f o r  modern readers. A Studio Book published by the Pierpont Morgan L ibrary  and The Vik ing Press. 55 pp. 

Remarkable co lor  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  evoke the Middle Ages and recreate the s to ry  o f  t he  French nat iona l  herione i n  a fac- 
s im i l e  e d i t i o n  o f  one of the  most famous books published for  chi ldren, the  biography Jeanne dtArc (1896). 

Chaikin, Miriam. The Seventh Day; The Story o f  the Jewish Sabbath. Woodcuts by David Frampton. Doubleday. 47 pp. 
A unique nar ra t ive  version of Old Testament passages describes the B i b l i c a l  basis f o r  t he  Jewish Sabbath and explains 
i t s  meaning and means o f  celebrat ion throughout the world. 

Epstein, Sam and Beryl. She Never Looked Back; Margaret Mead i n  Samoa. I l l u s t r a t e d  by V ic tor  Juhasz. Coward, McCann & 
Geoqheqan. 64 m. 

- A-fully-documented biography o f  Margaret Mead focuses on the c r i t i c a l  decisions made ea r l y  i n  her career on her ground- 
breaking work on the is lands o f  Samoa. Wri t ten i n  consul tat ion w i t h  Mead herse l f .  

Freedman, Russell. Imni ran t  Kids. Dutton. 72 pp. 
Black and white-oignantly chronic le the l i v e s  o f  ch i ld ren who inmigrated t o  the United States i n  the l a t e  
1800's. Wri t ten informat ion about 1 i v i n g  condit ions, d a i l y  rout ine  and t y p i c a l  experiences supplements the photographs. 
Includes photographs by Lewis Hines and Jacob A. R i is .  

F r i t z ,  Jean. Where do you th ink  you're going, Christopher Columbus? Pictures by Margot Tomes. G. P. Putnam's Sons. 80 pp. 
I n te res t i ng  v isua l  informat ion and w r i t t e n  mater ia l  recount the voyages by which Columbus determined he would get t o  
Ind ia  before anyone else. Careful notes accompany the tex t .  

Horwitz, E l i no r  Lander. On the Land; American Agr icu l tu re  from Past t o  Present. I l l u s t r a t e d  w i th  photographs. Atheneum/ 
A Marsaret K. McElderrv Book. 132 DD. 

J\ straightforward-account o f  the h i s t o r y  o f  ag r i cu l tu re  i n  America explores the r o l e  o f  slavery and migrant labor i n  
the development o f  farming, the dilemnas faced by fami ly farmers and the e f fec ts  o f  mechanization on agr icu l tu re .  
Index. Suggested fu r the r  readings. 

I rwin,  Constance. Strange Footpr ints on the Land; Vikings i n  America. Harper & Row. 182 pp. 
A chronic le o f  the  f i v e  hundred year per iod o f  Norse explorat ion and settlement i n  North America contains h i s to ry  based 
on the work of archeologists, runologists and histor ians.  Current controversies about the Norse explorat ion are also 
included. 

~ a u r 6 ,  Jason and Ettagale Laure'. South Afr ica;  Comfng o f  Age under Apartheid. Photographs by Jason Laure. Farrar, Straus, 
Giroux. 180 pp. 

A co l l ec t i on  o f  essays and photographs chronic le the personal experience o f  n ine youths from d i f f e r e n t  South Afr ican 
c u l t u r a l  and r a c i a l  groups. The p o r t r a i t s  c l e a r l y  i l l u s t r a t e  the inf luence o f  apartheid on the expectations and rou- 
t i nes  o f  the  nine adolescents. 

Loeper, John J. Galloping Gertrude; By Motorcar i n  1908. I l l u s t r a t e d  w i th  o l d  p r i n t s  and advertisements. Atheneum. 66 pp. 
A f i c t i ona l i zed  30-mile car t r i p  i n  1908 reveals d e t a i l s  o f  d i r t  road d r i v fng  and automobile t rave l  seventy-two years 
ago. A l i s t  of Automotive Milestones and selected addi t ional  reading add t o  the appeal o f  t h i s  h igh- interest  topic.  

Meltzer, Mi l ton.  The Chinese Americans. Thomas Y. Crowell. 181 pp. Bibl iography and index. 
The h i s to ry  of Chinese immigrants t o  the United States i s  ca re fu l l y  documented throughout eleven chapters i n  which 
t h e i r  contr ibut ions t o  the development o f  t h i s  country and t h e i r  st ruggle f o r  economic and social  equa l i ty  are detai led.  
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Meltzer, Mil ton. All Times, All Peoples: A World History of Slavery. I l l u s t r a t ed  by Leonard Everett Fisher. Harper & Row. 
65 pp. Bibliography and index. 

Readers f ind-  tha t  slavery i s  nearly a s  old a s  human l i f e  and almost universal h i s to r i ca l ly  and cu l tu ra l ly  a s  they see 
the  many ways individuals and groups have l o s t  t h e i r  human r igh t s  t o  freedom of wi l l  and choice. 

Moskin, Marietta D. In the  Name of God; Religion i n  Everyday Life. Atheneum. 185 pp. 
The cul tura l  and his tor ica l  ro les  of various re l ig ious  systems and world re l ig ions  a re  discussed under categories in- 
cluding Religion and the  State;  Religion and Science; and Women i n  Religion. 

b r r i s o n ,  Dorothy Nafus. Chief Sarah; Sarah Winnemucca's Fight f o r  Indian Rights. Atheneum. 170 pp. 
Sarah Winnemucca was a Paiute Indian scout, l ec tu re r ,  author, educator and h b b y i s t .  Numerous photographs throughout 
the  t e x t  supplement t h i s  personal chronicle of white westward expansion i n  the United Sta tes  during the  l a t e  1800's. 

Raynor, Dorka. My Friends Live in  Many Places. A1 ber t  Whitman. 45 pp. 
Forty-five h l l - p a g e  black and white photographs of children from many cul tures  of the  world during contemporary times 
demonstrate the  common bond of humanity i n  the midst of a variety of ways of l i f e .  

Roach, Marilynne K. Down t o  Earth a t  Walden. Houghton Mifflin. 87 pp. 
The practical  s ide  of dai ly  l i f e  during the  years Henry David Thoreau dwelled on philosophical issues is discussed and 
pictured i n  short  chapters on such topics as clothing, food, furnishings and surveying. 

Siegel ,  Beatrice. An Eye on the World; Margaret Bourke-White, Photographer. Warne. 124 pp. 
Margaret Bourke-White's achievements, including unprecedented indust r ia l  photography and s t a r t l i n g  social commentary 
a s  a correspondent f o r  LIFE magazine, a r e  presented within the  framework of her personali ty and as  products of her 
strong commitment t o  her work. 

Sobol, Harriet  Langsam. Grandpa, a Young Man Grown Old. Photographs by Pat r ic ia  Agre. Coward, McCann & Geoghegan. 64 pp. 
Black and white photoqraphs. 

seventy-eight-ye&-old Morris Kayle's 1 i f e  i s  seen from two viewpoints: h i s  own as he looks back and his  seventeen- 
year-old granddaughter's, who sees h is  l i f e  as part of hers. Oral comnentary and abundant black and white photographs 
a r e  juxtaposed in a portfolio-l ike presentation. 

Zaslavsky, Claudia. Count on Your Fingers African Style. I l l u s t r a t ed  by Jerry  Pinkney. Crowell. 33 pp. 
Different t radi t ional  methods of f inger  counting used by several groups of people i n  one West African region even today 
a re  demonstrated within the  se t t ing  of a busy marketplace. 

SEASONS AND CELEBRATIONS 

Balian, Lorna. Leprechauns Never Lie. Abingdon. Unpaged. 
A search f o r  gold led by a clever leprechaun solves lazy Ninny Nanny's and a i l ing  Gram's domestic troub l e s .  

Drucker, Malka. Hanukkah; Eight Nights, Eight Lights. Drawings by Brom Hoban. Holiday House. 95 pp. 
Carefully-selected his tor ica l  and contemporary photographs and accurate l i n e  drawings i l l u s t r a t e  a s t r a  
in teres t ing  t ex t  about the heroes, games, foods, l i gh t s  and t radi t ional  celebrations of Hanukkah. 

ightforward, 

Goffstein, M .  B .  Laughing Latkes. Farrar, Straus,  Giroux. Unpaged. 
Spare pen and ink drawings i ' l l u s t r a t e  questions and responses from which one discovers (midst whimsy) the  t radi t ions  
and meaning of Hanukkah. Even Golda Meir f r ied  la tkes!  

Kessel , Joyce K. Halloween. Pictures by Nancy L.  Carlson. Carolrhoda Books. 48 pp. 
A concise, idormat ive  beginning reader reviews the  history and cul tura l  background of Halloween. 

Singer, Isaac Bashevis. The Power of Light; Eight Stor ies  fo r  Hanukkah by Isaac Bashevis Singer. With i l l u s t r a t i o n s  by 
Irene Lieblich. Farrar, Straus,  Giroux. 87 PD. 

Eight original  s t o r i e s ,  one f o r  each night of the  Hanukkah observance, i l luminate the  power of good over evil  and 
l i g h t  over darkness. The Nobel Laureate's understated and re f l ec t ive  s t o r i e s  a re  re l ig ious  i n  tone, ye t  universal in 
theme. The paintings i l l u s t r a t i n g  each story are  reminiscent of Poland and of stained glass ,  and add great ly  t o  the  
volume's beauty and dignity.  

Stevenson, James. That Terrible Halloween Night. Greenwillow. Unpaged. 
Step by wonderfully fr ightening s tep  Grandpa t e l l s  Mary Ann and Louie the  story of "that  t e r r i b l e  Halloween night." 

Thomas, Dylan. A Child's Christmas in Wales. I l l u s t r a t ed  by Edward Ardizzone. David R. Godine. 45 pp. 
Fluid and whimsical watercolors enliven t h i s  snowfilled, uncle-fi l led and escapade-filled s tory  t o  an audience younger 
than tha t  which has been previously able t o  appreciate t h i s  splendid reminiscence by the  famous poet. 

THE NATURAL WORLD 

Bell ,  R u t h ,  e t .  a l .  Changing Bodies, Changing Lives; A Book f o r  Teens on Sex and Relationship. Random House. 242 pp. 
(avai lable  in  hardcover and paperback) 

A candid and speci f ic  discussion of teenage sexuali ty d e t a i l s  the many physical and emotional changes occurring in 
ado1 escence f o r  females and males. Chapters include: Changing Bodies; Changing Re1 ationships; Exploring Sex with 
Yourself; Exploring Sex with Someone Else; Sex Against Your Will ; Emotional Health Care; and Physical Health Care. 
Straightforward information on drugs and alcohol, b i r th  control ,  pregnancy, and sexually transmitted diseases i s  
included in t h i s  book for  teenagers. 
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Cole, Joanna. A Fro 's  Bod . With photographs by Jerome Wexler. Morrow. 47 pp. 
Close-up b a e  and co lor  photographs and concise t e x t  explain t h e  anatomy o f  t he  frog. 

Jaspersohn, William. How the Forest Grew. I l l u s t r a t e d  by Chuck Eckart. Greenwillow. A Read-Alone Book. 55 pp. 
The growth o f  a New England hardwood fo res t  over a two-hundred-year per iod i s  d e f t l y  t raced i n  poet ic prose and pen 
and i n k  drawings. Questions f o r  thought and discussion are included i n  t h i s  beginning reader. 

Kevles, Bettyann. Thinking Gor i l las;  Testing and Teaching the Greatest Ape. Dutton. 167 pp. 
A review o f  the  work o f  several prominent e tho log is ts  i s  u n i f i e d  by i t s  focus on the g o r i l l a ' s  cogn i t ive  capacit ies. 

Lerner, Carol. Seasons o f  t he  Tal lgrass Pra i r ie .  Morrow. 48 pp. 
Cycles o f  p lant  l i f e  on a t a l l  grass p r a i r f e  are explored i n  a c lea r  t e x t  and f i n e l y  deta i led  black-and-white l i n e  
drawings. 

McClung, Robert M. The Amazin E . DuttonIA Unicorn Book. 116 pp. Index. 
---I-? Eleven chapters contain care ul ly-research informat ion about the production, f e r t i l i z a t i o n  and development o f  the eggs 

o f  mamnals, rep t i l es ,  b i rds,  amphibians, insects and lower forms o f  animals. 

Selsam, M i l l i c e n t  E. and Jerome Wexler. Eat the  F ru i t ,  Plant the  Seed. Morrow. 48 pp. 
Direct ions f o r  growing plants from the seeds o f  avocados, papayas, c i t r u s  f r u i t s ,  mangoes, pomegranates and k iw is  are 
c l e a r l y  given i n  a concise, thorough t e x t  and many close-up black-and-white and co lor  photographs. 

EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN 

Cl i f ton ,  Luc i l l e .  M Friend Jacob. I 1  1 ustrated by Thomas DiGrazia. Dutton. Unpaged. + Pencil drawings i ust ra te  t e f r iendsh i  p o f  young Sam and h i s  neighbor Jacob, who i s  o lder  and slower mentally. Both 
f r iends learn  many th ings from each other. 

Greenfield, Eloise. Darlene. I l l u s t r a t e d  by George Ford. Methuen. Unpaged. 
A b r i e f  p i c tu re  book which Darlene wai ts f o r  her mother t o  pick her up from a cousin's home shows many d i f f e r e n t  
ways she occupies hersel f .  A l l  ch i ld ren can r e l a t e  t o  Darlene's impatience and ambiguity even though few require a 
wheel cha i r  as she does. 

Lasker, Joe. Nick Joins In. Albert  Whitman. Unpaged. 
A mainstreamed c h i l d  who requires a wheelchair discovers ways o f  overcoming h i s  apprehensions about new school 
experiences. 

Mi tche l l ,  Joyce Slayton. See Me More Clearly; Career and L i f e  Planning for Teens w i t h  Physical D isab i l i t i es .  With a special 
section, "Charting Your Course: L i f e  Career S k i l l s "  by E l len  J. Wallach. Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich. 284 pp. 

An unparalled guide t o  the l t f e l o n g  process o f  independent l i v i n g  emphasizes spec i f i c  ways t o  keep a d i s a b i l i t y  from 
becoming a handicap. 

Sull ivan, Mary Beth and Linda Bourke, w i th  Susan Regan. A Show o f  Hands; Say It i n  Sign Language. I l l u s t r a t i o n s  by Linda 
Bourke. Addison-Wesley. 96 pp. 

A ser ies o f  cartoons and drawings, some i n  comic s t r i p  format, d ispels myths about hearing impairment and introduces 
the s ign language we a l l  use. Easy-to-follow d i rec t ions f o r  making standard signs representing comnon abstract  con- 
cepts and regularly-used concrete objects are demonstrated f o r  school-aged chi ldren.  

THE ARTS 

Cleaver, El izabeth. Petrouchka. Adapted from Igo r  Stravlnsky and Alexandre Benois. Atheneum. Unpaged. 
Colorfu l  col lage paint ings recreate the b a l l e t  o f  a clown puppet w i th  a soul who f a l l s  i n  love w i th  a ba l l e r i na  puppet 
but who meets a t r a g i c  end during a Russian Shrovetide Fair. Cleaver, a widely-acclaimed Canadian a r t i s t ,  presents a 
handsome visual  i n te rp re ta t i on  o f  the  f o l k t a l e  which the Diaghilev B a l l e t  Russes f i r s t  performed i n  Paris i n  1911 t o  a 
musical score by Stravinsky. 

Gibl in,  James and Dale Ferguson. The Scarecrow Book. Crown. 55 p. Bibl iography and index. 
Many types o f  scarecrows used world-wide over the past 3,000 years are discussed. Archival photographs show a va r ie t y  
o f  scarecrows, careful  notes document the i n te res t i ng  t e x t  and d i rec t ions f o r  scarecrow-making complete t h i s  extra-  
ordinary book f o r  informat ion unavailable anywhere else i n  books f o r  chi ldren.  

Haldane, Suzanne. Faces on Places; About Gargoyles and Other Stone Creatures. Viking. 40 pp. 
The work o f  sculptors, model makers, stonecutters and stone carvers i n  creat ing gargoyles and other creatures i s  
described. Black-and-white photographs survey stone carvings on churches and other buildings. 

Katz, Jane B., edi tor .  This Song Remembers; Se l f -Por t ra i ts  o f  Native Americans i n  the Arts. Houghton Miff1 i n .  207 pp. 
A r t i s t s  i n  the v isual .  ~ e r f o r m i n a  and l i t e r a r v  a r t s  are featured i n  t h i s  co l l ec t i on  of essays based on interv iews and 
wr i t ings.  The twentylone p ro f  i 1 es o f  contemporary a r t i s t s  are enhanced w i th  Native ~mer i can  poetry and photographs o f  
the a r t i s t s  and t h e i r  works. 



CCBC Choices: 1980 
Page 4 

FOLKLORE 

The Adventures of Nanabush: Ojibway Indian Stories. Compiled by Emerson Coatsworth and David Coatsworth. I1 lustrated by 
Francis Kagige. Told by Sam Snake, Chief Eli jah Yellowhead, Alder York, David Simcoe and Annie King. Atheneum/A Margaret 
K. McElderry Book. 85 pp. 

Full-color paintings rendered by an Ojibway a r t i s t  i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  collection of ta les  about the t r ickster  Nanabush 
coll ected from several Native American storytell  ers. 

Bang, Betsy. The Demons of Rajpur; Five Tales from Bengal. Translated and adapted by Betsy Bang. Illustrated by Molly 
Garrett Rana. Greenwillow. 81 DD. . - - - . - - 2 -  - - -  

Five Bengali ta les  incorporate cultural enchantment and magic. Both narrative and i l lustrat ion are faithful t o  tradi- 
tional demon tales  whose sources can be traced to 2500 B.C. - 2000 B.C. Appropriate for use with persons twelve years 
and older. 

Bryan, Ashley. Beat the Story-Drum, Pum-Pum. Retold and i l lustrated by Ashley Bryan. Atheneum. 70 pp. 
Five Nigerian folktales provide a humorous and forceful look a t  several human dilemnas. Il lustrated with woodcuts. 

Grimn Brothers. The Bremen-Town Musicians. Retold and i l lustrated by I lse  Plume. Doubleday. Unpaged. 
Style and color mark th i s  distinctive visual interpretation of the well-known donkey, dog, cat and rooster whose 
cacophonous concert frightens robbers away. 

G r i n  Brothers. The Fishennan and His Wife; A Tale from the Brothers Grimm. Translated by Randall Ja r re l l .  Pictures by 
Margot Zemach. F'arrar, Straus, Giroux. Unpaged. 

An oversized and dramatically-colorful retelling of a t a l e  of greed's consequences becomes increasingly tumultuous 
visually with watercolor paintings which match the mood changes. 

Grimn Brothers. Hansel and Gretel. Il lustrated by Lirbeth Zwerger. Translation from the German by Elizabeth D. Crawford. 
Morrow. c1979. Un~aaed. 

The danger anb ierror  facing Hansel and Gretel are conveyed in the somber tones and hazy darkness of ink and wash 
i l lustrat ions.  A new translation of a familiar t a l e  remains faithful to  the original story. 

Holz, Loretta. The Christmas Spider; A Puppet Play from Poland & Other Traditional Games, Crafts and Activities. With pic- 
tures by Charles Mikolaycak. Philomel Books in cooperation with the U.S. Comnittee for UNICtk. 31 pp. 

A comprehensive approach t o  the holiday-related customs of Polish culture features information about history, craf ts  
and traditional celebrations. Brings together information not found in one book and not found elsewhere for children. 

Pellowski, Anne. The Nine Crying Dolls. Il lustrated by Charles Mikolaycak. Philomel Books in cooperation with the U.S. 
Comnittee for  UNICEt . Unpaged. 

An unembellished verslon of the t a l e  of a crying epidemic in Poland i s  i l lustrated by multi-colored papercuttings which 
use traditional Polish shapes and patterns. 

Schwartz, Alvin. Ten Copycats in a Boat and Other Riddles. Pictures by Marc Simont. Harper & Row. 63 pp. 
Some of the best-loved riddles for young children are gathered in an i l lustrated beginning reader. The selection re- 
f lec t s  Schwartz's extensive research in folklore and traditional humor in the United States. 

Travers, P. L. Two Pairs of Shoes. Il lustrated by Leo and Diane Dillon. Viking. Unpaged. 
Two Middle Eastern s tor ies  are wit t i ly  retold in an elegantly i l lustrated picture book. 

Young, Ed. High on a Hill; A Book of Chinese Riddles. Selected and i l lustrated by Ed Young. Collins. Unpaged. 
Chinese riddles on the traditional themes of animals and people are printed in Chinese and English. Each riddle i s  
i l l  ustrated with pencil drawings which graphically portray solutions. 

POETRY 

Adoff, Arnold. Friend Do . Pictures by Troy Howell. Lippincott. Unpaged. 
A gir l  and d er  og s are a close relationship built  on their  daily act ivi t ies .  A free form poem i l lustrated with 
pencil drawings. 

DeVeaux, Alexis. D o n ' t  Explain; A Song of Bil l ie  Holiday. Harper & Row. 151 pp. 
A prose poem for older readers recounts the moods and times of the jasz'singer known as Lady Day. 

Kuskin, Karla. Dogs & Dragons, Trees & Dreams. Harper & Row. 85 pp. 
Poems written for children by Karla Kuskin emphasize rhythm, word sounds, rhyme and humor. Each poem i s  prefaced with 
a conent  or question intended t o  assis t  in the process of the introduction of poetry t o  children. 

McCord, David. Speak Up; More Rhymes of the Never Was and Always Is. Il lustrated by Marc Simont. Li t t le ,  Brown. 69 pp. 
A prize-winning poet's most recent collection for children includes selections about children's experiences and poems 
about words and poetry. 

Moore, Lil ian. Think of Shadows; Poems. Pictures by Deborah Robison. Atheneum. 37 pp. 
Seventeen playful and serious poems capture mutable shadows in words. 

Pomerantz, Charlotte. The Tamarind0 Puppy and Other Poems. Pictures by Byron Barton. Greenwillow. Unpaged. 
Lyrical poems celebrate numerous and comforting aspects of daily routine, such as looking in the mirror, going t o  the 
bakery, and saying good-bye t o  Mama. Poems interweave Spanish and English. 



CCBC Choices: 1980 
Page 5 

Prelutsky, Jack. The Headless Horseman Rides Tonight; More Poems t o  Trouble Your Sleep. I l l u s t r a t e d  by Arnold Lobel. 
Greenwi l low. 40 pp. 

Twelve creatures o f  imaginat ive nightmare qua1 i t y  inc lude t h e  Dark1 i n g  Elves, the  I n v i s i b l e  Beast and other o r i g i n a l  
"horrors"  i n  poems and pen-and-ink drawings f o r  o lde r  elementary school-aged chi ldren.  

FICTION FOR THE YOUNGER READER 

Avi. The His tory  of Helpless Harry, t o  Which I s  Added a Var ie ty  o f  Amusing and Enter ta in ing  Adventures. Pictures by Paul 
0. Zel insky. Pantheon. 179 pp: 

A comic adventure s to ry  b u i l t  on a ser ies of miscommunications and wrong assumptions. Short a c t i o n - f i l l e d  chapters 
use 19th century English and incorporate d e t a i l s  o f  19th century l i f e .  

Beckman, Delores. My Q n  Pr iva te  Sky. Dutton. 154 pp. 
Arthur E l l i o t  begins t o  overcome shyness and misgivings about hfmsel f  when h i s  sumner s i t t e r ,  a proud, independent 
woman, shares her her i tage and personal d i f f i c u l t i e s .  

Greene, Constance C. Dot ty 's  Suitcase. Viking. 147 pp. 
Dot ty 's  indomitab'le w i l l  and i r rep ress ib le  s p i r i t  dominate a fast-paced adventure begun when she and her stubborn com- 
panion Jed see a suitcase thrown from the window o f  a speeding car. Set i n  r u r a l  United States dur ing  the  1930's 
depression. 

Hansen, Joyce. The Gi f t -Giver.  Houghton M i f f l i n .  118 pp. 
Ten-year-old Doris has s t r i c t  parents whose love f o r  her i s  demonstrated through t h e i r  concerns and ru les.  A New York 
C i t y  neighborhood and i t s  i nd i v i dua l  ch i ld ren and fami l ies  are c a r e f u l l y  drawn. A f i n e  s tory  o f  f r iendsh ip  f o r  middle- 
school aged readers t o l d  i n  modi f ied Black English. 

Langton, Jane. The Fled 1 i n  Harper & Row. 182 pp. 
L i t t l e  Georgie __heP wis es t o  f l y  and w i t h  the Prince o f  the  Geese, she does, despi te the  rage o f  two earthbound t o w s -  
people. Suspense and s a t i r e  mark a fast-moving, h igh ly -or ig ina l  fantasy set  i n  Concord. Massachusetts. 

Lobel, Arnold. Fables. Harper & Row. 39 pp. 
C a r e f u l l y - d m d ,  whimsical watercolor i l l u s t r a t i o n s  extend and expand each o f  twenty fables showing human f o i b l e s  
through humorous animal in terac t ions .  This handsome Caldecott Award winning book has appeal f o r  school-aged ch i ld ren 
and even f o r  adu l ts !  

Mi l ton,  H i la ry .  B l i n d  F l i  h t .  Watts. 138 pp. 
An ac t  i o n - p a d p e n s e - f  ill ed adventure occurs when circumstances fo rce  a temporar i ly-b l  inded 13-year-old t o  
take cont ro l  o f  and - f i n a l l y  - land a disabled p r i va te  plane. 

k o r e ,  Emily. Something t o  Count On. Dutton. 103 pp. 
Disappointment and f r u s t r a t i o n  are balanced by the  beginnings o f  f r iendsh ip  dur ing the year fo l lowing Lorraine's 
parents ' divorce. 

Pollock, Penny. Garlanda; the Ups and Downs o f  an Uppi ty Teapot. I l l u s t r a t e d  by Margot Tomes. Putnam. 107 pp. 
Cookie plates, candlesticks, p i r a t e  muqs and other v o t t e r . ~  pieces come t o  1 i f e  as Garlanda, the  upp i ty  teapot, f u l f i l l s  - .  . .  - 
her mission " to  b r i ng  love to. someone.' 

Sargent, Sarah. Weird Henry Berg. Crown. 113 pp. 
Twelve-year-old Henry th inks  he's found a l i z a r d  but  before long the  boy and h i s  pet  Vincent become involved i n  an 
adventure w i th  an Oshkosh woman M i l l i e ,  a un i ve rs i t y  psychologist, and a Welsh e lder  dragon Aelf.  This fast-paced, 
humorous, and o r i g i n a l  s to ry  can be read aloud successful ly  as we l l  as enjoyed by 4th-6th graders who want t o  read a 
good book on t h e i r  own. 

Steele, Mary Q. The L i f e  (and Death) o f  Sarah El izabeth Harwood. Greenwfllow. 119 pp. 
Sarah" worries become the foca l  po in t  o f  the  summer a f t e r  6 t h  grade when she loses t rack  o f  a personally-valuable 
scrapbook borrowed from a f r iend.  

Van Woerkom, Dorothy. Pearl i n  the Egg; A Tale o f  the  Thir teenth Century. I l l u s t r a t i o n s  by Joe Lasker. Crowell. 118 pp. 
Pearl f i nds  a t r u e  a f f i n i t y  f o r  music and the mins t re l  l i f e  I n  a ser ies o f  serendipitous events. Informat ion about 
l i f e  dur ing the  Middle Ages emerges i n  a simple, s t ra igh t fo rward  story.  

Worth, Valerie. Curlicues; The Fortunes o f  Two Pug Dogs. With Pictures by Nata l ie  Babbit. Farrar, Straus, Giroux. 51 pp. 
Two c u r l y - t a i l e d  pug dogs are purchased by two nineteenth century lad ies  - one plump and k ind ly ,  the  other t h i n  and 
severe. True t o  the  simple j u s t i c e  o f  nineteenth century mora l i t y  ta les,  chance and circumstance b r i ng  the dogs 
together again, both t o  1 i v e  i n  the home o f  the plump, k i nd l y  lady. 

Young, Helen. What Difference Does It Make, Danny? With p i c tu res  by Quentin Blake. ~ n d r e '  Deutsch. 93 pp. 
A per fec t ly  ordinary c h i l d  i s  b e t t e r  a t  sports than most, but, u n l i k e  most chi ldren. he has epilepsy. Danny's epi lepsy 
d i d n ' t  bother hfm u n t i l  one o f  h i s  teachers was alarmed by it, causing Danny t o  behave badly because he f e l t  un jus t l y  
treated. Both funny and sober, the s to ry  d ispels myths s t i l l  surrounding the  cond i t ion  o f  epi lepsy. 
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FICTION FOR OLDER READERS 

But le r ,  Beverly. My S i s t e r ' s  Keeper. Dodd, Mead. 221 pp. 
Seventeen-year-old Mary James t rave l s  nor th  from Sun P r a i r i e  i n  1871 t o  ass i s t  her s i s t e r  p r i o r  t o  the  b i r t h  of Clara's 
f o u r t h  ch i ld .  Adolescent jealousy o f  Clara and i n fa tua t i on  w i t h  her brother-in-law El l e r y  are placed i n  perspective by 
the  experience they a l l  endure when f i r e  destroys Peshtigo. Adults as we l l  as j u n i o r  and senior h igh readers w i l l  en- 
j o y  t h i s  absorbing novel about the h i s t o r i c  Wisconsin f i r e  which took more l i v e s  than the  better-known Chicago tragedy. 
The author 's  use o f  primary sources i s  evident i n  the  rea l  i s t i c  d e t a i l s  she incorporates i n t o  the  nar ra t ive .  

Cornier, Robert. Eight Plus One; Stor ies by Robert Cornier. Pantheon Books. 171 pp. 
Relationships between f r i e n d  and f r iend,  parent and ch i ld ,  between people o f  d i f f e r e n t  backgrounds and d i f f e r e n t  stages 
o f  l i f e ,  are explored i n  n ine short  stor ies,  each prefaced by author 's-  notes on t h e i r  conception. 

Davies, Andrew. Conrad's War. Crown. 120 pp. 
A w i t t y  and sardonic view o f  t he  absurdi ty o f  war emerges as Conrad's fantasies embroil him i n  World War I 1  and i n  a 
ser ies o f  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  h imsel f  and h i s  father.  Winner o f  the  1978 Guardian Award i n  England and the  1980 Boston 
Globe - Horn Book F i c t i o n  Award i n  the United States. 

FOX, Paula. A P l y e  Ap;rt;, Farrar, Straus, Giroux. 184 pp. 
Robert Frost  s wor s we make ourselves a place apart"  echo the  detachment and lonel iness V i c to r i a  a l t e rna te l y  
experiences during the t r a n s i t i o n  t ime fo l lowing a fami ly  death, a move and changing adolescent al legiances. 

Grahame, Kenneth. The Wind i n  the  Willows. I l l u s t r a t e d  by Michael Hague. A r i e l  Books/Holt, Rinehart and Winston. 205 pp. 
Over one-hundred co lo r  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  complement a c lass i c  fantasy presented i n  t h i s  magnificently-designed ed i t ion .  

Hoover, H. M. This Time o f  Darkness. Viking. 161 pp. 
Two ch i ld ren embark on a journey from a f i l t h y  and repressive underground c i t y  o f  t he  fu tu re  t o  see i f  "outside" 
r e a l l y  does ex is t .  

Kherdian, David. It Started w i th  Old Man Bean. Greenwillow. 217 pp. 
Equipped w i th  gear from . Bean, Ted and Joe go on a f i s h i n g  and camping t r i p  t h a t  ends i n  near tragedy. This ad- 
venture takes place i n  ":heLMidwest" i n  the 1940's. The author based much o f  the s e t t i n g  on h i s  personal knowledge o f  
southeastern Wisconsin. 

Lowry, Lois. Autumn Street. Houghton M i f f l i n .  188 pp. 
A subt le  and haunting memory piece unfolds as an adu l t  looks back on the  events o f  her s i x t h  year when her f a the r  
fought i n  World War I 1  and when the remaining fami ly  l i v e d  w i th  re la t i ves .  Childhood innocence enables grim and sus- 
pense- f i l led  human events t o  be sustained. ( F i r s t  Place Winner: CCBC Mock Newbery Vote, January, 1981) 

Paterson, Katherine. Jacob Have I Loved. Crowell. 215 pp. 
From the perspective o f  adulthood, Sara Louise r e c a l l s  w i th  w i t  and i n s i g h t  her chi ldhood jealousy o f  her tw in  s i s t e r  
Caroline. During her turbulent ,  self-absorbed adolescence, she blamed her fami ly  and f r iends,  the  Chesapeake Bay 
i s l and  where they l i ved,  and even World War I1 f o r  her unhappiness. Winner o f  the  1981 Newbery Award. 

P fe f fe r ,  Susan Beth. About David. Delacorte Press. 167 pp. 
When her close f r i e n d  since chi ldhood murders h i s  adoptive parents and k i l l s  himself,  17-year-old Lynn gains i ns igh t  
from professional therapy and truly-understanding parents as she t r i e s  t o  r e c a l l  what David t o l d  her a t  noon the  day 
he died. A sens i t i ve  t op i c  handled unusually we l l  i n  r e a l i s t i c  f i c t i o n .  

Sebestyen, Ouida. Far From Home. L i t t l e ,  Brown. 191 pp. 
Thirteen-year-old Sa l ty  and' h i s  aging Mam move i n t o  the Buckley Arms, an ark o f  a rooming house i n  pre-Depression 
Texas where h i s  recently-deceased mother worked since he can remember. Sa l ty 's  quest f o r  self-knowledge br ings him 
close t o  Jo and her newborn baby, Tom and Babe, Hardy and Rose Ann and the  Eversofe fami ly  across the s t ree t .  An 
absorbing a1 l ego r i ca l  novel. 

Slepian, Jan. The A l f red  Summer. Macmillan. 119 pp. 
A 1930's s e t t i n g  provides the background f o r  lone ly  ch i l d ren  - each disabled bu t  no t  necessar i ly  handicapped - t o  
develop a p ro jec t  together i n  which they be l ieve and which, by the  doing they each grow and change. 

Wells, Rosemary. When No One Was Lookin . Dial. 218 pp. 
Kathy's f u tu re  i n  tenn i  s requires t s e n t  and excellence on the  courts and money and the  unequivocal support of family 
and fr iends. An eye-opening account o f  the r i g o r s  and demands o f  competit ive tenn is  i s  a bel ievable mystery as wel l .  

BOOKS FOR THE YOUNGEST 

Asch, Frank. The Last Puppy. Prentice-Hall  . Unpaged. 
A humorous t w i s t  tu rns  the lone ly  predicament o f  t he  on ly  remaining dog i n  the  l i t t e r  i n t o  a f i r s t  triumph. Text i n  
1 arge p r i n t  accompanied by watercolor and 1 i n e  drawings. 

Bram, Elizabeth. Woodruff and the  Clocks, Dial. 63 pp. 
A c h i l d  c o l l e c t s  dreams, proclaims Secret Favor Day, bu i l ds  trees, and counts hours, minutes and seconds i n  the  four  
s to r i es  which comprise t h i s  beginning reader. 



CCBC Choices: 1980 
Page 7 

Cole, Brock. No More Baths. Doubleday. Unpaged. 
L i t t l e  Jessie McWhistle submits t o  midday bathing only a f te r  running away from her house and "bathing" under the direc- 
tion of Mrs. Chicken, Mrs. Cat and Mrs. Pig. Jessie 's defiance, v i ta l i ty  and imperturbability are perfectly expressed 
in Cole's l ine and watercolor drawings. 

Ginsburg, Mirra. Good Morning, Chick. Adapted from a story by Korney Chukovsky. Pictures by Byron Barton. Greenwillow. 
Unpaged. 

Vivid color and uncluttered forms t e l l  a simple story about a chick's f i r s t  barnyard experiences. 

Hancock, Sibyl. Old Blue. Il lustrated by Erick Ingraham. Putnam. A See and Read Book. 48 pp. 
Davy and the s teer  Old Blue become special friends as the ca t t l e  drive makes i t s  way across the plains. 

Heyduck-Huth, Hilde. The Red S t. Translated by Patricia Crampton. Burke Books. Unpaged. ---F Ten full-color paint~ngs o typical scenes and familiar act ivi t ies  each incorporate a red sphere. Clues in the brief 
accompanying text  will ass i s t  preschoolers in finding each red spot. 

Low, Joseph. Mice Twice. Atheneum. Unpaged. 
Uneasy expressions of hospitality greet Mouse and Dog as they go t o  Cat's house for  dinner. Pen-and-ink and water- 
colors enhance the unfolding intrigue. 

Most, Bernard. There's an Ant in Anthony. Morrow. Unpaged. 
Word play i s  graphically and l i t e r a l l y  represented as Anthony searches for "ants" in a l l  kinds of words and in a 
variety of places. 

Rice, Eve. Goodnight, Goodnight. Greenwil low. Unpaged. 
Soft black-and-white drawings with yellow highlights nostalgically portray the close of the day in a small, quaint 
town. 

Rockwell , Harlow. M Kitchen. Greenwillow. Unpaged. 
Familiar kitchen b utensi s and equipment a l l  seen from a child's perspective as a favorite lunch - peanut butter sand- 
with, soup and milk - i s  prepared. Il lustrated in l ine drawings and watercolors. 

Stecher, Miriam B .  and Alice S. Kandell. Max, the Music Maker. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard. Unpaged. 
Preschooler Max finds music everywhere - clicking sticks against the fence, playing with pot l ids ,  a t  a music show 
and humming to  his stuffed animal before bed. Illustrated with black-and-white photographs. 

Steig, William. Gorky Rises. Farrar, Straus, Giroux. Unpaged. 
A frog's inventiveness mixed with a touch of magic create the potion which enables an adventure fa r  above the earth. 
Watercolor paintings express the detail of the countryside viewed from the a i r  and the changing space of the heavens 
above. 

Stevens, Carla. Sara and the Pinch. Pictures by John Wallner. Houghton MifflinIClarion. 48 pp. 
Three short stories feature a sassy and lovable hero whose insistence on having her own way finds her predictably i n  
trouble. A beginning reader. 

Stevenson, James. Howard. Greenwillow. Unpaged. 
Howard, a duck separated from i t s  flock, spends the winter i n  New York City with a motley crew of homeless animals. 
Il lustrated w i t h  watercolors in muted tones of grey, green and lavender. 

Whiteside, Karen. Brother Mouky and the Falling Sun. Harper. 30 pp. 
An angry child t r i e s  t o  resolve his feelings on a solitary walk through the s t reets  of his neighborhood in the city. 
Il lustrated with woodcuts printed in shades of brown, grey and orange. 

Yorinks, Arthur. Louis the Fish. Pictures by Richard Egielski . Farrar, Straus, Giroux. Unpaged. 
A highly-original picture story of transformation beginning "One day l a s t  spring, Louis, a butcher, turned into a 
fish..  . ." Louis had sought throughout l i f e  t o  be who or  what he really wanted t o  be - and f inal ly  succeeded! 
Watercolor i l lustrat ions extend and expand the text.  (F i r s t  Place: CCBC Mock Caldecott Vote. December 1980) 
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