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0:00:14	Start of interview / interviewer’s introduction

RR	-- reason I mention that is there is a Wisconsin [inaudible] Wisconsin Foundation for this, that an the next thing, so we always use the full name to keep it--

BT	Okay, now we’re going to try again. This is Barry Teicher of the UW Oral History project. I’m here with Mr Robert Rennebohm of the University of Wisconsin Foundation at the Foundation offices on 150 E Gilman. The date is December 20, 1989. Today we are going to discuss your background and your undergraduate education from the university. Could you begin by telling us when and where you were born and a little bit about your early education experiences?

RR 	I was born in La Crosse, Wisconsin on February 20, 1923. I attended and graduated from La Crosse Central High School in the class of 1940 and stayed out of school the year before I came down here to the University.

BT	What made you decide to attend the University – UW Madison?

RR	I ah, ever since I was a little boy I wanted to attend the University. Perhaps it was because we would visit relatives in Madison and I had an opportunity as a young boy to see the campus and become excited by it. So it was really my one goal in life, as I went through high school, was to attend the University and I was fortunate enough to do that. 

BT	When you came here what were you thinking about in terms of a major, in terms of a career?

RR	I enjoyed science and was particularly good at chemistry in high school, chemistry and math. So I decided to major in chemistry. However I was down here on what one might call a football scholarship at that time which consisted of two jobs. One to work enough to make meals and the other was to earn enough to pay for your board so you didn't really have as much time as kids today do with the tenders that they are offered and I was just snowed under trying to remain a chemistry major but it was my goal to be a chemist when I came.

0:02:27

BT	Lets skip right ahead to football since you brought it up. Now, you played in high school?

RR	Yes, I was fortunate enough to be in all city selection up there my last two years. And I also played baseball and was a member of the American Legion State Championship team in 1939 in La Crosse. I came down here to, primarily to, get an education of course but the opportunity to play football was also available to me so I did participate in the football program all the while I was in school.

BT	We hear so much today about big time recruiting, it’s almost as important, sometimes more important than the actual game itself. What did recruiting consist of in 1940, 41?

RR	In 1941, Harry Stuhldreher was the coach of Wisconsin and I got a message in my class to go down to the principal’s office as Mr Stuhldreher was there to say hello to me and incidentally there were two other boys from Central we came down here together but it consisted of Harry Stuhldreher standing in the hall and telling us they would find us meal jobs and room jobs and that they’d love to have us come to play at the University of Wisconsin. So, the recruiting took about 10 minutes in my case and I said that I thought I’d come.

BT	I guess it wasn’t to hard since your dream had been to come here all along. It wasn’t a hard sell.

RR	Right, right. Actually, we were recruited also by the University of Minnesota because La Crosse was right on the boarder of Wisconsin and Minnesota and there are a great many Minnesota fans in La Crosse. Alumni and fans and there was a lot of urging by the part of Minnesota backers for us to go to Minnesota but the three of us which was Rush Schultz and Johnny Anderson and myself decided we wanted to come here.

BT	Did Minnesota actually recruit you?

RR	Yes.
 
BT	In the same manner, generally?

RR	Yea, they were a little more aggressive actually. They pursued us a little more aggressively I would say but again my ambition was to come here so I didn’t pay too much attention to it.

BT	Was there any kind of limit back then on the numbers of students you could promise to find meal jobs for?

RR	No, no there was no limit to that unlike the present day where you have a limited number of football scholarships.
BT	In terms of football, we’ll get into the academics in a minute, in terms of football, what was the UW’s reputation at the time?

0:05:21

RR	Well, Wisconsin was coming off a very poor season in 1940 and 41 and however they had some good young ball players, Pat Harder and Dave Schreiner and they were coming up playing well as sophomores and juniors and so it looked like Wisconsin was on the rebound and ready to come out with a good team when we got down here of course Elroy Hirsch had joined us from Wausau and Elroy was the star attraction as far as recruiting went and he had two friends with him from Wausau as well, Hank Olshanski and Rodney Liliquist and the six of us were placed in the same rooming house together so we had three from Wausau and three from La Crosse and we had many grand arguments over the height of Granddad bluff versus Rib Mountain and we were all together and had a great time, particularly tough time to be away from home, you know, the fresh--, first year of your first semester of your freshman year. We were all working, we were all playing football, we were all studying and it seemed quite difficult for part of that time but gradually we became assimilated and it went along very well.

BT	Now you mentioned a person’s name I have heard several times over the years, David Schreiner. Was he not one of the two football players who went over seas and was—

RR	Yes, from our 1942 team we lost two of the starting members of that team. Dave Schreiner the right end and Bob Bauman the left tackle and they were both marine officers. I believe Schreiner was killed in Okinawa and Bauman, yes, Bauman was killed in Okinawa as well. 

0:07:43

BT	The conference. The Big, was it the Big Eight back then?

RR	Michigan State hadn’t joined. It was really the Big Nine because Chicago was out of it and Michigan State had not come in yet. They came in after the war.

BT	So there was an odd number as we will now have again?

RR	Yes, the Big Eleven.

BT	I should point out for historical footnote here for those you twenty years from now who are listening to this, we’ve just learned in the last week that Penn State is going to be joining the Big Ten in football in what, 1995?

RR	Something like that. It’s a great addition.

0:08:21

BT	Let’s go to classes for a minute before we get back to football. Your major was chemistry?

RR	Yes and as a chemistry major I had to take German and mathematics and English and chemistry. And I was working 2 hours a day for my meals and I worked about 6 hours a week for my room. Earn enough to pay for my room and it just was a very difficult schedule to say the least. I had to drop German at the 6 weeks exam, or when it was still okay to drop it. I dropped German and had to make up the credits in my second semester in order to be eligible for the next fall. 

BT 	What were the eligibility requirements?

RR	Well I forget the exact number of credits, I think it was something like 24 credits as a freshman in order to be eligible. I think it was 12 credits per semester.

BT	Did they have a GPA requirement?

RR	Oh yes, you-- I forget what it was but we had to maintain a good scholastic average or you were out.

0:09:44

BT	Now getting back to chemistry for a minute. Are there any particular chemistry teachers who stand out or courses that stand out as being important either because they were good or because they were bad, or whatever?

RR	I took the general chemistry course for chemistry majors and we had a variety of lectures, quite a big course, had a variety of lectures so one professor who stood out was the late Harvey Sorum. He was particularly a good lecturer and he made it enjoyable to observe him. It was a lot of fun to take chemistry from him and I even recall meeting, I believe it was, Dr Kahlenberg who was one of the early stars of the chemistry department. I think the book that we were using was written by him and had a brief interview with him. Rather stern old gentleman, it was very interesting.

0:10:55

BT	In terms of your early freshman and sophomore years in chemistry, what were the classes like? Where generally lecture type classes?

RR	Well as I recall, we had two big lectures a week and then we had two quiz sections each week and there, I believe that was it, I think there were two lectures and two quiz sections. Might have only been one quiz section, but…

BT	Later on where the classes smaller?

RR	Actually I dropped being a chemistry major after my freshman year. I knew I couldn’t work my way through school, play football and major in chemistry, so I shifted to the College of Agriculture where I could use chemistry background that I had and eventually ended up majoring in Dairy and Food Industry which was the processing of dairy products and food products.

BT	I see your yearbook here you have Dairy Industry down as your major.

RR	[affirmative sound]

BT	What about outside of chemistry, were there any particular instructors that you took who influenced you?

RR	There was a young professor of English who was very kind and I enjoyed him very much. I can’t for the life of me remember his name but he was-- he took an interest in us as freshman knowing that this was a pretty big world and made it I think a lot easier to participate in his class. I had a record in high school, I didn’t realize it at the time, but I had straight A’s in all my mathematic classes. So when I got down here with that kind of record, they threw me in with the brightest freshman that were enrolled. And I had a very difficult time with the math because I learned as I was down here that the teacher in La Crosse was rather easy teacher and I didn’t know nearly as much as I thought I knew, but I got threw it alright but it was a real chore. [laughter]

0:13:32

BT 	I notice in your yearbook also that you were a member of the Babcock Dairy Science Club. Could you tell us a little a bit about that and any other clubs and organizations that you were involved in?

RR	Well being a Dairy Industry major, the Babcock Science Club was a group of people who would gather for social gathering to discuss possibilities in the industry that we were majoring in, mostly I believe to invite outside speakers in who would tell us about what the real world processing dairy products was all about and what we might expect after graduation. But it wasn’t a real active organization, we maybe met once a month. 

0:14:23

RR	Otherwise I was a member of the W Club. And there too, it didn’t meet very often but I really didn’t have time to participate in a lot of outside activities. Again, playing football took so many hours and the working and studying we just didn’t have time to socialize beyond with our own roommates and teammates.

0:14:58

BT	You mentioned bringing people in with the Babcock Club, speakers. Did you as-- when you were in the school of Ag, did you go to farms, did you do any kind-- or did you work in the barns here-- any type of work in the barns on campus?

RR	No, I was in the other end of the dairy business. I was in the processing of the milk product. We would take milk and we had our classes in Hiram Smith Hall, I believe it’s now preserved as a historical landmark. But, we would make ice cream there and we’d make cheese, we’d make butter and we didn’t deal with the cow end of the milk business, we dealt with the milk end of it.

BT	Was Babcock ice cream going strong then?

RR	Oh, yes, yes. You could get Babcock ice cream but one thing I’ve found through the years that more people, as I spoke to alumni clubs around the country, would come up and tell me how they existed during the Depression on buttermilk. You would buy a paper cup for a penny and then you could drink all the buttermilk you wanted. And many people would make it part of their daily food intake would be to march up to Hiram Smith Hall and pay a penny for a cup and drink buttermilk there to sustain themselves.

BT	I talked to a gentleman the other day he said he used to get a glass of water and put ketchup in it, swirl it around, like a V-8 juice or something. [laughter]

RR	Well in 1941 when I started school here there was still remnants of the Great Depression as far as it certainly was on everyone’s mind and there was not a lot of money floating around and people would use every possible means to get a good meal and pay for their education.

0:16:59

BT	You mentioned that you started out living in a boarding house with Elroy Hirsch and his two colleges from Wausau and your two friends from La Crosse. Where was the boarding house?

RR	It was at 812 W Johnson Street, which is now the location of one of the theaters in the Vilas Communications Hall. It was the typical 3-story rooming house and we lived with a family named Hanley and they were-- I believe he was a custodian at the University. And they would every so often have an house meeting which meant cookies and milk and we would frequently stir up a discussion with them that we thought should be, we should lead to another session of cookies and milk because again anytime you’d get something to eat, you were all for it.

BT	Which floor did you live on?

RR	We lived on the second floor. We had a-- Hirsch and Olshanski had a room and Rush Schultz and I had a room that was separated by a sliding door. When we got there it was closed and after we became good friends in a few days we opened up the door and we had one big two-room suite that the 4 of us lived in and it was very enjoyable.

BT	Did the Hanley’s live below then?

RR	Yes, they lived below and if we would, if we would get too noisy, why, we had a buzzer system for telephone that 3 longs was your call. She would ring the buzzer for a prolonged period of time that meant we would be quiet and we use to tease her by yelling, “Whose the call for? Whose the call for?”

0:19:01

BT	Was board included?

RR	Board was $15 a month in those days and we had jobs working for the Madison Business Association, which was the forerunner to the Madison Chamber of Commerce. It was the-- they would hire the athletes who were on, quote, scholarship. And we would canvas the square and the surrounding streets taking down the license numbers of cars and then going back to the Park Hotel where the offices were located and looking up the license number to see where the shoppers were coming from, if they were coming from Mt Horeb or Sun Prairie or from Madison or where--. And it was a means of determining the customer base where the square businesses, and it may have been a little, some might call it, unnecessary, but we worked legitimately. We got good pay in those days, 75 cents an hour and we were permitted to work just enough hours to get our $15 a month for our room. And then as far as the meal job was concerned, you had in those days you would work an hour per meal so every evening after football practice at about 6:30pm there were four of us who worked in Lawrence’s Restaurant on University Ave across from the old hospital. We would go in there and scrub pots and pans for two hours so that we could stop in at noon and have our noon meal and have our evening meal as well.

BT	We should play this tape for some undergraduates! [laughter] They take a lot of these things for granted. 

0:21:01

BT	How long did you live at the boarding house?

RR	We lived at 812 W Johnson for one year and then we moved to the 400 block of N. Murray Street right where the A.W. Peterson building is now. And we moved over there in our sophomore year and again it was Hirsh and Olshanski. Rush Schultz had failed in his schooling and was out of school so I had a single room at that place. But Hirsch and Olshanski were still there and we also teamed up in that same house with Walt Ottenbach and Bob Sullivan who were basketball players and baseball players as well.

0:21:54

BT	Now you were a baseball player in high school?

[bookmark: _GoBack]RR	Yes and I played here in 1943. You’d do anything to get out of Spring football practice [laughter] and I had the baseball background so, much to Harry Stuhldreher’s chagrin, why, I did go participate in baseball and skip football. Well, I knew I wasn’t going to be back here the following fall because we had enlisted in the Marine Corp and the war was underway and we knew we’d be gone so I thought I might as well spare myself being knocked around on the football field all Spring and play baseball instead, which I enjoyed because I did win my letter and played outfield for the Badgers that year. Incidentally, one of the reasons I-- people would try to get out of Spring football, it started in February and our first practices were in the stock pavilion and we would practice, I think it was three days a week, in the stock pavilion and frequently we’d come in and see them leading the cows and sheep out of the building. And then we’d proceed to play football where the cows and the sheep had been. And it was interesting to say the least, in fact we used to joke that the sparrows would follow us home from practice. [laugher]

0:23:22

TB	What were the practices-- lets go to Fall football now, tell us a little-- start out by telling us a little about Harry Stuhldreher as coach.

RR	Why Harry Stuhldreher had been one of the original four horsemen at Notre Dame and of course he was a legend in his own time, so to speak. He was a quarterback of that team and he was just a wonderful gentleman and a very good coach he was also the Athletic Director. And today we talk of having one person do the Athletic Director’s job as well as coach and it had an adverse affect on his coaching. I’m sure that he had all those administrative duties to handle as well. But, also in those days, we only had three assistant coaches and a freshman coach. So you had a backfield coach, a line coach and an end coach to help out the head coach. But Harry took the 1942 team, which was one of Wisconsin’s great teams and it consisted of a group of sophomores and hold-overs like Pat Harder and Dave Schreiner and Bob Bauman, Jack Wink and Fred Negus. 

	We had a wonderful group of ball players and lost only one game that year. We were playing through most of the year, we were regarded as contenders for the National Championship and we went down to play Iowa and got beat 6 to nothing. We contend we really didn’t get beat. Pat Harder had gone over the goal line with a tying touch down but the referee said that he didn’t get over the line so we were beat 6 to nothing. An interesting, it was wartime and we had to go down to Iowa in motor caravan. Businessmen in Madison were given an extra ration of gas to drive us to Iowa City and back and when we lost the game it was such a bitter pill to swallow that the car I was in, I forget who was driving but, there were four or five of us in the car. We didn’t say a word, there wasn’t a word said in the car, the radio was on until we got perhaps near Dubuque and they came on the radio with a special announcement that the American Army had invaded North Africa, that we had landed in North Africa to initiate the campaign in Europe and then we began talking about the war. But no body talked about the game all the way home. A hundred and 80 miles from Iowa City to Madison, nobody mentioned the fact that we’re perhaps beaten out National Championship. And as it turned out it did cost us the Championship because we won the rest of our games and I think we were rated number 3, number 2 or number 3, at the end of the year.

BT	Was that the highest rating UW has ever had?

RR	I think it was, yes. I think it has been the highest rating that we’ve had.

BT	Was the basketball team right up there?

RR	Oh the basketball team.

BT	Champs in 1941?

RR	Yes in 1941-42, I believe that was the year, or 40-41, had won the NCAA Championship with Johnny Kotz and Gene Englund and Fred Rehm. They had a great, great basketball tradition here at that time. And we again, after the war, Walt Ottenbach and Glen Sable [spelling?] and Ed Mills took us to the finals of the National NCAA Championship in New York but they were beaten that year so we didn’t win the Championship but we were right in there to the end.

0:27:44 

BT	What position did you play?

RR	Football? I played left end and in those days, you know, you played both ways, you didn’t get a rest, you had to-- of course the mark of great accomplishment was to be a 60 minute player where you played the entire game both ways. And in baseball I played outfield.

BT	Did you catch-- was it pretty much structured as it is today, the ends are essentially the pass catchers?

RR	Yes. We, the ends and the halfbacks, were the pass receivers. We didn’t have what you called split ends in those days, we played tight to the line of scrimmage and you really didn’t pass very much at all. It was primarily a running offence. Three yards and a cloud of dust, I guess you’d call it. We did occasionally throw, I would imagine the only time we’d throw, we threw the ball, was on third down on long yardage and the rest of the time you were grinding away at some 200 and-- in those days the tackles were 210 lbs., 215 lbs. That was a pretty big man then. I weighed 195 as an end which was-- and I was 6 foot tall, so today that wouldn’t last very long on one of the teams with a 6’5” end and 215 lb. lineman, I mean 215 lb. end. The halfbacks are 200 lbs. now.

BT	And faster than blazes.

RR	Yea.

BT	What about your quarterback, who was your quarterback?

RR	Our quarterback was Jack Wink, played high school football in Milwaukee and he was a very, very good quarterback. He unfortunately hurt his knee, had a dislocated knee and in those days there was no such thing as orthoscopic surgery. You went in under the big knife and invariably if you had a bad knee you were, you were a bad knee forever, you never really got rid of it. And Jack used to play the last couple games of his sophomore year which was before we went in the service. And after the war he wore this big metal brace. Incidentally, his knee was good enough to get in the Marine Corp and stay in the Marine Corp.

BT	Was Elroy Hirsch the featured back?

RR	Yes, Elroy Hirsch and Pat Harder gave us a combination that was really exceptional. Harder was a bruising fullback that would rather run into somebody than run around them. Whereas Hirsch would jump over them and jump around them and use his speed to do a lot of good running but it was-- and then we had the thread of David Schreiner as the pass receiver. He was the best football player that I ever saw in any position. And when he had a nucleus like that with Fred Negus at center, it’s little wonder we were rated at the top.

BT	Did Elroy Hirsch have his knick name at the point?

RR	No, we called him Ghost at that time. He had the knick name from high school of Ghost, I guess because of his ability to be gone. And he picked up that knick name later in the 1942 season I think, there is speculation on who actually called him Crazylegs for the first time but supposedly he made a long run against a Great Lakes team down in Soldier’s Field and a Chicago sports writer called him Crazylegs because he had the habit of throwing his legs out to the side. As Elroy described it, he said he runs like a girl. [laughter]

BT	Was Great Lakes, is that the naval-- ?

RR	That was the Naval training station outside of Chicago and during the war your major bases around the country would have football and baseball teams. And of course they would try to get professional athletes to be on these teams. It was a method of entertaining the troops and sailors. I know that I was stationed at Pearl Harbor during the closing days of the war and I stayed on there for that Fall to play on a Marine all-star football team. Fred Negus of Wisconsin was on that same team. But again, the purpose was to provide entertainment for the troops and to try beat the, in our case, beat the Navy and the Army, which we weren’t very successful at doing.

0:33:10

BT	You were telling me before the interview, one of the things I was interested in particularly about interviewing you, was the fact that this Marine team was formed in 1943. Why don’t you explain exactly how that came about.

RR	In 1942 when we had the good Wisconsin team, we knew that we were all destined to go into the service so it was pretty well established Wisconsin was going to get a Marine contingent as part of a Naval program. And again, we knew that if we were stationed here, that we’d be able to play football here. Well naturally we wanted to play at Wisconsin so quite a number of us, I for get the exact number, but we all joined the Marine Corp reserve. Well, we learned later that, at the time, Clarence Dykstra was President of the University, and the Navy came to him with a proposal that they would pay him X number of dollars per Naval person on the campus for training and they said you have your choice of 1000 marines and sailors or 2000 women sailors. And of course rumor had it that he saw the dollar sign per person and chose the 2000 women sailors. Whereas the Marines shipped us to the University of Michigan and we joined there with young men from the-- from Michigan State University and Michigan and were immediately eligible to play football for Michigan that Fall. So, there where 15 of us on the squad and I think in one particular game there were 8 of us from Wisconsin were in the starting line up for Michigan. And we won the Big 10 championship that year at Michigan, tied with Perdue, incidentally, and Perdue also had a Marine contingent. There were the haves and the have-nots in those days. Wisconsin didn’t get any program that produced any football players so they had a very poor 1943 and 44 season. Whereas Michigan, because of the Marines and the Navy big programs there, they had excellent football. Notre Dame had excellent football. They had a program. Northwestern and Minnesota did not so they were at the bottom of the conference as well.

BT	Did you and that year play UW?

RR	Yes, yes as a matter of fact, we played Wisconsin. And 2 weeks before we played them we had a semester break in Michigan and we came back here, all of us, all of the Wisconsin boys, we came back for the weekend. And it held over on Monday so we went out and practiced with the Badgers on Monday afternoon and two weeks later we were playing against them in Michigan Stadium.

BT	Did Coach Stuhldreher have anything to say to you?

RR	He said he wanted to kidnap up and keep us here. [pause] Incidentally, we beat Wisconsin but we didn’t try as hard as you might expect a player to try so it was a relatively low score. I think it was 27 to nothing but we could have really run it up.

0:36:55

BT	When you were, let’s go back a year now to Wisconsin, did Wisconsin have any arch rivals in football?

RR	Minnesota was the big rivalry, it was very intense, very friendly rivalry because there was so many Minnesota people in the state and vice versa. We had a lot of graduates up in Minneapolis in leading positions so it was always a friendly but intense rivalry and every game was a sell out. And invariably it would be a day almost like today where the temperature could be at zero or even below. I remember my senior year when we stepped on the field it was 10 above zero in Minneapolis and the field had been covered with hay and was soft enough to get your cleats in but the minute you hit the side line you were on solid ice. So it was mighty cold weather but that didn’t stop the fans from filling up both stadiums. And in both cases when the game would be in Minneapolis, there would be a special train that would leave Northwestern station here and hundreds of people would get on that train and party all the way up and party all that night in Minneapolis and go to the game and then get on the train and get on back late Saturday night in Madison.

BT	Was it the brown jug, the rivalry, where they passed the jug back and forth?

RR	No, the brown jug was between Michigan and Minnesota. 

BT	What was the one between Minnesota and Wisconsin?

RR	The Paul Bunyun axe, a great big handled axe and it had the scores painted up one side and down. 

BT	[indecipherable question]

RR	Yes. Minnesota was a perennial power before the war and they were frequently National Champion so Wisconsin’s record against Minnesota before the war wasn’t too good and consequently we hardly knew the axe existed but [laughter].

0:39:10

BT	Now, you went to school and then you went off to--.

RR	To Michigan. We were at Michigan, University of Michigan, for 3 semesters or one calendar year and from there we went on into boot camp at Paris Island, South Carolina and then officer training at Quantico, Virginia. And then most of us were shipped over seas but fortunately for us the war was just coming to an end. And as a matter of fact, I was on a troop transport heading for Guam and I was going to be involved in the invasion of Japan when the atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. And we got the reports on the ship that we were on, it was a little mimeographed newsletter that they put out in the ships offices and passed around the ship and of course they announced over the speaker that the bombs had been dropped. And by the time we got to Hawaii on the way to Guam the Japanese were suing for surrender so we were very fortunate in that respect. So consequently I don’t agree with the people that say we should have never dropped the bomb because it at the time the Kamikaze planes were killing thousands of Americans and it was a pretty-- it was quite a mess. The war was developing into quite a mess and I think the invasion of Japan would have been an absolute slaughter so I don’t agree that the bomb was the wrong choice for Harry Truman to make.

0:40:59

BT	When the war did end, then you did come back and you finished at UW.

RR	Yes, we were all back here in time for the fall of 1946. And we had the making of a good team except Elroy Hirsch did not come back. He had signed a pro contract and Pat Harder had signed a pro contract and we lost the nucleus of the great 42 team and we didn’t do so well. I think we probably went 4 and 5 or something like that, I forget what the record was. But the following year in 1947 we had a good team and we were in contention for the Rose Bowl up until the last week and, however, we lost to Michigan and so they went to the Rose Bowl. That was the second Rose Bowl. Illinois had gone to the first one the year before. 

BT	So your schooling for that period was not all that atypical, that you started in 1940 and you graduated in 1947.

RR	Oh yes, 1948, actually.

BT	With the intervening years of the war.

RR	Three years in the military and one year at the University of Michigan, in between the two 2-times we were here at the University. So when we came back after the war, we were quite worldly as you can expect most the service men were, and it was a little bit hard to fit into the discipline of an undergraduate after spending time in service and being that much more mature. Some of us were already starting to get a few gray hairs and it was quite an experience to--

0:43:00

RR	Right after the war, freshman were immediately eligible so you had the combination of those of us who were back from the service, let’s see they would be, 22 maybe 23 years old, and young kids who had just graduated from high school, 17 year old kids, playing on the same team together. And I’ m thinking of Bret Wilson who came from Milwaukee along with Lyle Blackburn. Two fine young football players who played a lot at 17 years old but their eyes used to bulge out of their head when they hear some of the language that would come from some guy that spent three years in the Marine Corps. [laughter]

BT	It must have almost like playing against professional players. I mean,

RR	Yea.

BT	people were so much older and so much more experienced.

RR	Right, yes it was.

0:43:58

BT	Where did you live at after the war?

RR	Well after the war, there was such a severe housing shortage that they had converted the upper stories of the stadium the east side of the stadium, into dormitory rooms. And because we were all playing football and like the convenience of it, we stayed in the stadium dormitories. And I stayed there until I graduated. I enjoyed it, a little bit remote from the campus and participating in any club activities but again, we were so busy playing football and studying. Incidentally we didn’t have to worry about the meal jobs and the room jobs after the war because we were all on the GI bill of rights and the government was paying for our food and our lodging at that point.

BT	Was it mostly football players, athletes that lived in the stadium dorms?

RR	A lot of them did but there were a lot of regular students in there as well because again, rooms are so short, people would take a room where ever they would get it. And it was kind of cold and drafty in there. Especially on a day like today when it’s 7 below zero. Why, the wind was whistling through those steel plated glass windows, one thickness of glass why, it was –

BT	When you were in collage, was there anything like weight training or any of that kind of stuff?

RR	No, absolutely no weight training, we never heard of it. We knew there were a few people pushing dumbbells around a gym somewhere but we would do a lot of calisthenics, push ups and things like that. And I know that, that the-- after the war, Rush Schultz came back down to school, he had been in service as well. But part of our training in La Crosse the summer before we came down was to each rent a rowboat and row up stream in the Mississippi River for a mile or so. And we were in effect lifting weights and not knowing it, but we knew that we’re building up our arms and our shoulders by rowing up steam and then coasting down. [pause]

0:46:28

BT	I’d just like to ask you a few questions about a some people you may or may not have had contact with in your undergraduate days at UW. First of all, you mentioned that Clarence Dykstra was President. Did you meet Dykstra at all?

RR	Yes, we would see him of course at convocation and functions of that type but I did have a chance to meet him when, I mentioned we had-- we returned from Michigan on a weekend pass and practiced football with the Badgers, we also went up to President Dykstra’s office and had our picture taken with Mr Dykstra. He was a very nice man. He didn’t say anything about choosing the women Navy instead of us Marines but we had a very nice chat with him and that was my only real contact with Dr Dykstra.

BT	What kind of impressions did students have generally of President Dykstra?

RR	Oh I think he was like a God walking around in those days. There was great respect for authority and we had one campus policeman incidentally. Joe Hammersley was the only policeman on the campus so you can perhaps tell from that there was a good deal of respect for authority and that one policeman could handle the whole campus. And Dr Dykstra had a big long Buick that was parked up on Lincoln Terrace when he was in his office. And had a driver outside polishing the car so there was a few trappings of the office that don’t exist today.

BT	One of my little side lines from my involvement with the UW History project and now with Oral History Project, interviewing people, everybody seems to have a Joe Hammersley story [laughter]. Do you have a Joe Hammersley story?

RR	Oh yes, we – when you play football, you always wore sweat socks that had a big red W on them and a t-shirt that had “Property UW Athletic Department” on it. You would get a clean one every day so you would wear it to class and then go and practice with it and turn it in after you soiled it with football practice and wore it again. Well, every once and a while one of those shirts or pair of sweat socks would stick to your fingers and you’d take them home. And one of the players on the team had given a girl named Joan Hammersley a pair of these sweat socks when we left for the service because he couldn’t wear them in the service. And she was wearing them on campus one day and Joe Hammersley saw her with these W sweat socks and immediately demanded that she takes the socks off. So she had to take her shoes and socks off and it was quite a hullabaloo and the Daily Cardinal about Hammersley making the girl taking her sweat socks off. So we wrote from Michigan, signed a petition that we thought it was poor trick on his part to do this to Joan. [laughter]

0:49:51

BT	Sounds like Joe. What about E. B. Fred? 

RR	E. B. Fred was-- became President in 1945 so he was the president after the war. I didn’t have occasion to meet him until we dedicated the Schreiner House of the dormitories in, I think in the spring of 1947. And I was asked to represent the students living in Schreiner House at the dedication. And Dr. and Mrs. Fred were there with Mr. and Mrs. Schreiner and the Governor and others were there. So I met Dr. Fred on the speakers stand that day and enjoyed meeting him very much. And of course in subsequent years as I worked here, why I became a very close friend of Dr. Fred. 

0:50:57

BT	Another campus figure from you entire stay there was Porter Butts. Did you have any cause to-- ?

RR	No, again, I didn’t have a lot of time to be around the Union and I think Porter, of course, who was a dominate force in the Union and I just go in there once and a while. We had our football training table where we would eat our evening meal there during the season. And I don’t recall every seeing him or hearing of him.

0:51:31

BT	You just said something that I’ve been trying to nail down for a long time, the training table? What is the training table?

RR	Well the training table is, in those days during the football season from the start of practice, usually September 1, until the first game, September 18th or 20th or somewhere in there, 3 weeks of practice, the University was allowed to give us 3 meals a day. And they were well prepared meals, a dietician, give us plenty of energy. And then once the season started then you were permitted by the conference to give the evening meal to the team after practice. So about 7 o’clock every evening we would go to the Union cafeteria and actually in a—we’d eat in a separate room. But we would go through the cafeteria and pick up usually all the milk that you wanted to drink and big piece of meat and mashed potatoes and vegetables. And again, just an excellent meal, much better than you could afford in your own right.

BT	So this was certainly one of the perks of being on the football team?

RR	That was a perk. And the day the last practice ended, that’s the last meal you got until until the following year.

BT	Then you’re back to buttermilk. [laughter]

RR	Yea. [laughter]

BT	You didn’t have, you said, you mentioned off tape, but you didn’t have any contact, fortunately, with the Dean of Men.

RR	No, I didn’t. In fact if I doubt if knew his name at the time.

BT	Scott Goodnight.

RR	Scott Goodnight. I’ve heard many stories after-- mostly from people before our time because I think he was calming down about the time I was here. He was perhaps approaching retirement. But I’ve heard a lot of stories about him but I had no contact with him, fortunately for me.

BT	He retired in 1945 and the people who know the situation said it’s lucky for him that he did because the veterans would have been-- [words not understood] [laughter]

RR	I don’t think they’d taken much to his sitting on the rocking chair waiting for someone to come out of a house.

0:53:48

BT	Yea, the rocking chair. Let’s start with a little bit about your leisure time. This is something that we-- I can probably get through quickly because it doesn’t sound like you had a whole lot.

RR	No, we really didn’t and we of course had such closeness among the-- especially my freshman year, among the freshman football players that we would have most of our leisure time fun associated with walking home from football practice or sitting around after practice and talking. We did go over to the union to-- they had dances on Sunday afternoon. You didn’t want to be caught dead there during the season dancing but when the football season was over with, it was permissible to go dancing at that time. So we’d go over, and again, the biggest attraction was that they had free cookies, free cookies and milk at these get-acquainted dances in the union but didn’t have a lot of time for socializing.

0:55:04

BT	What were the major social events of the year?

RR	Well the two big social events were Military Ball and the Prom. And for those you had to wear a tux, or rather, tails, and I’d never seen one let along put one on. And other than in the movies and so usually I know I didn’t attend and none of my close friends were, but the big people on campus, the BMOC’s were always very large at Mil Ball and Prom. 

0:55:48

BT	What were the prevailing student attitudes as far as alcohol and tobacco?

RR	In those days you could beer when you were 18 years old and hard liquor when you were 21. So, most of the people that, you know coming from Wisconsin, beer was perfectly normal thing to do, most of us did not have cars so we didn’t have the problem with drinking and driving. Again, coming off the Depression and it was rare when someone would have an automobile. We’d take busses around or mostly walked to get where we were going. So, and the union served beer. We were famous as we went through the military and subsequent years to tell people we were from Wisconsin, the first question they’d ask us, “Oh is that where they serve beer at the union?”. And so it was kind of natural, there were so many breweries in the state and so many people of German heritage, I guess, made it quite natural for beer to be consumed. But we didn’t drink it during the season.

BT	Was that near beer?

RR	No no, it was 3.2% as I recall. But we were very careful to abide by the training rules because if you didn’t, you were kicked off. And that meant no smoking and no drinking and I felt very fortunate that no smoking, I’ve been able to follow through and I never did smoke.

0:57:27

BT	Let go a little bit about financing of your education. What was-- do you remember what tuition was when you came here?

RR	I think it was $48 a semester, if I’m not mistaken, $96 a year. It was a bargain by today’s rates but it still was a lot of money in those days. I mentioned that I had stayed out of school a year because I wanted to grow a little and especially save some money to pay my tuition and that down at the university. So I worked at the Trane Company in La Crosse for a full year and saved almost everything that they paid me. And I would use that to pay for my room, or rather, for my tuition and my books and then the others I worked for, as I mentioned earlier.

BT	So you didn’t have any loans or anything like that?

RR	No, no. I don’t think there was such a thing as a loan. You might have been able to get one in your home bank or from some person in your hometown but there were, I don’t re –

BT	How about scholarships, were there any of those?

RR	There were a few scholarships but they were really quite limited and I know I didn’t-- I wasn’t aware of any that I could have really applied for.

0:58:59

BT	We saw a big change after World War II and the make up of students, the student body across the country. One of the big reasons was that, something that you already mentioned, the GI Bill. Would you just explain briefly how that worked?

RR	Any young man or woman that came out of service was entitled to, I forget how much money it was, but essentially it took care of your room and board and tuition. And, I don’t think it covered all of your eating but it came pretty close to covering your basic expenses. And you would-- most of the fellows that I know had saved money from when they were in service. They had bought war bonds and so forth out of our salary, out of our pay as Marines. And with the war over we cashed those in and used that money for – by the time I finished two years of school after the war, I was essentially broke. But I had my education and I had a good time.

1:00:14

BT	What happened with the GI Bill was it brought in different types of students that hadn’t been permitted for one reason or another to attend campus and to attend campus in large numbers. I want to talk for a minute about student attitudes that you saw in your, your longer period of time than the general undergraduate because of the interruption of the war. Did you, in terms of attitudes toward, lets start with Jews, did you notice, where you aware of any discrimination here at UW?

RR	I wasn’t any-- I wasn’t aware of any organized discrimination against them but I know that in fact there was a fellow who was kind of a renegade on the football team who would-- took particular delight in going to the campus soda grill, where there were a lot of Jewish students gathered, and picking a fight or starting an argument there but that was really the only, the only overt discrimination I saw. I think at the time most of the fellows who fought in Europe, of course, knew what they were fighting, Adolf Hitler and the holocaust, and I think they were perhaps more sympathetic to them then they had been well before the war or after the war. But I’m sure there was discrimination but I wasn’t aware of it and we didn’t see any of it at all in the football circles. In fact, we had the first two black players on our 1946 and 47 team. Cal Vernon and Bob Teague and Bob went on to be a famous announcer in New York City, television, and he was on the “Today Show” for a while. And Cal Vernon, I saw him just a few weeks ago at a reunion as a professional man in Chicago and doing very well.

BT	Where they here under the GI Bill?

RR	No, I don’t believe they were. I think Vernon was a recent high school graduate and I don’t know what Teague was.

1:02:37

BT	In the 30’s several of the people who were students at that time talked about the feelings with the Communist threat on campus. UW has since, seems like forever, been a hot bed of communism and all that. Did you notice, was any of that an issue when you were attending school?

RR	It-- you would notice very liberal causes were being supported, but because there was such an overwhelming number of military veterans on the campus, it-- and they were a no-nonsense group you know, if they saw somebody saying something against the United States, they immediately reverted to their military status and would shut them up in a hurry. So there wasn’t much of that going on at all.

1:03:37

BT	Final question about your religion. In La Crosse and at UW, would you discuss that for a moment?

RR	I was, or am, a Lutheran as of course many people in Wisconsin are. I would go to the Lutheran Student Center here really only for Church services. I didn’t participate in any of the social functions or clubs because, again, I was so busy with the other things that I had to do.

BT	Any closing observations you’d like to make on your years here at UW?

RR	Well, I found that it satisfied me completely as to what I expected. When I mentioned even as a little boy, I use to listen to Russ Whiney announce Badger football games and I never missed a game on the radio and I dreamed of coming here to school. When I got here I can say I loved every minute of it. I thought it was a wonderful experience. I made some friendships that are still my very closest friends. And I found it a totally enjoyable and rewarding experience and I always felt that anybody who came to the University could find that same thing here. There are pitfalls of course and a lot of people get into difficulties and into situations that perhaps aren’t so good but, generally speaking, I think it’s a wonderful institution and still is and perhaps always will be.

BT	When is this institution going to go to the Rose Bowl again? 

RR	[laughter] Well, we got the right man in Pat Richter to lead us out there, I hope. If he gets the right coach, I think that Wisconsin showed in 1942 that we were basically a team made up of kids from the state, so they’re good football players growing and playing in this state and I think if we get the right combination, with Pat Richter and who the new coach will be, that we’ll be able to get the kids from Wisconsin to come here to school again and have a great team.

BT	Thank you. I’ve just interviewed Mr. Robert Rennebohm of the University of Wisconsin Foundation on his undergraduate days here at the University. We will be getting together again in the near future to talk about his stint as the Director of the University of Wisconsin Foundation from what, 1955 to 1988? Is that correct?

RR	[affirmative]

BT	So, Okay. End.

1:06:32	End of first interview.

Second interview session (February 7, 1990)

0:00:00	Start of Interview / Interviewer’s Introduction

BT	This is Barry Teicher of the University of Wisconsin Oral History Project. I am with Mr. Robert Rennebohm in his office at the University of Wisconsin Foundation Center and it’s February 7, 1990. Today we are going to talk about his involvement with the University of Wisconsin Foundation. Discuss first, before we get involved with you personally, discuss when and how the University of Wisconsin Foundation started.

RR	The foundation was organized in 1945 by a group of alumni and friends who-- most of whom had been instrumental in founding the Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation in, I believe that was, 1928. But some of the key people in the founding of the University of Wisconsin Foundation were of the group that founded WARF and they of course founded the Foundation for an entirely [loud noise] separate purpose although the end product was the same of supporting the University. Our role was to support it through gifts and grants where as WARF was primarily involved in patenting and also doing an excellent job in investing the patent proceeds.

BT	When-- before the University of Wisconsin Foundation was founded, who handled the gifts and the grants?

RR	All the gifts went directly to the Board of Regents and there was no organized fund raising at all, other than possibly the Memorial Union when the campaign for the Union took place after WWI. That was supposedly the only organized fund raising effort that had taken place for the University. It had received a large number of gifts just by the nature of being there and people knowing that you give to the University but there was no effort to get people giving on an annual basis or to organize differed giving, wills and the like.

BT	So if somebody wanted to give a $100,000 for a professorship or whatever, let’s say, they would simply call the Board of Regents office and before they would be referred to the Board of Regents office and would a Regent then handle-- ?

RR	No, I think it would more than likely have been a contact with the President of the University, on a large gift, or a Dean. Much as happens today but there was no organized follow up or no way to develop a list of prospects for gifts of this type, which is what we are doing today of course.

BT	Now when was this started?

RR	1945. March 5, I believe it was, in 19-- or March 20, 1945.

0:03:07

BT	In terms of other Universities, lets just say Big Ten Universities, Michigan, for example, Illinois, Minnesota, did they have anything like the University-- equivalent to the Foundation?

RR	No, they were all starting at that time with the post war. Actually, it was the excess profits tax that encouraged the Foundation to begin operations. In that, at the end of WWII, business and industry were making some pretty good profits on war production and there was some excess taxes placed on those profits. And it was thought that it was better to give the money away than to be taxed by the government so it was deductible back then. And that encouraged the group to found the University of Wisconsin Foundation and actually most of the Big Ten schools were just getting into the process themselves. 


0:04:08

RR	The first Foundation was formed before the turn of the century back at the University of Kansas. It wasn’t called a Foundation it was call a Kansas University Endowment Association. But it was founded because in the state of Kansas you could not give money to the University. You had to give it to the state and the state could determine that the money might be better used for the prisons or the highways or whatever. And the only way that citizens and alumni of the University of Kansas could make a gift would be to form this Endowment Association as a private agency that would accept gifts. So they’re the grand daddy of them all but most Big Ten and major private-- or major public Universities got into the business at the closing of WWII. Now the private schools, Harvard, Yale, Princeton, they’ve been doing it forever and ever. So, we were just following their lead but for all practical purposes, a post war product.

0:05:24

BT	Was, this is a two-part question, was there any one University or college that the University particularly modeled the Foundation after? And, was the Foundation, in it’s founding, unique in any way, as opposed to the other schools?

RR	No I don’t believe there was, it was just kind of a general trend as we see today, you know, different events take place and then they quickly spread across the country. I think the– it was part of a trend. I’m not aware of any school that we were patterned after in starting the foundation.

0:06:05

BT	You said that some of the WARF members were involved also with the starting the Foundation. Were there any particular shakers and movers who got it going?

RR	Well, two names that come to the forefront are George I Haight and Howard I Potter, both of Chicago. Haight was a lawyer and Potter was an insurance executive. Particularly Haight, Haight was really considered the father of both organizations because he was first chairman of WARF and he was also first chairman of the Foundation. Mr. Potter was the first President of the Foundation. They were instrumental in guiding both organizations in their early days. 

BT	Now, George Haight, of course, Haight is a name anyone associated with UW history recognizes as one of the true leading, I guess you’d almost call him, shadow figures because he does a lot of behind the scenes work.

RR	Right.

0:07:04

BT	I don’t mean that in a negative sense at all. Did you know Mr. Haight and was there any-- why did he get himself involved in WARF, was there any particular reason?

RR	Well Haight was born out of Cambridge, Wisconsin on a farm and, as was so typical of the times, he came to the University and worked his way through school and got himself a law degree and was intensely loyal to the University thereafter. He was a great success in the legal business in Chicago and he just never forgot his roots. And we have that happening often today but it was quite prevalent in those days for a youngster to come in with no money and get an education and end up very successful, to remember the University for what it did for him, or her.

0:08:03

BT	Now when the Foundation did start, where was it located?

RR	The first Foundation offices were in the, what is now the, or was formally the, First Wisconsin National Bank building on Park and University Avenue. We had a very small office. I came to work with the Foundation in 1955. At that time it was 10 years old. When I walked in the door there was a man, Basil Peterson, who was called Administrative Secretary, and a young woman secretary and two small rooms. And I moved into that room with Mr. Peterson and there were three of us for perhaps for the next two years. We then, then we started to expand and there wasn’t room for us in the Bank building so we moved into an old rooming house on Sterling Court, which has-- was subsequently demolished to make room for the Elvehjem Art Center so our office at the time was just about in the middle of the Elvehjem Art Center.

0:09:22

BT	During this first 10 years of the Foundation, before your arrival, what was accomplished by the Foundation? Were there any noteworthy accomplishments in that time?

RR	Yes, of course we must remember that people were not used to giving to public University so the dollar success was not as great as I’m sure everybody had hoped for. The-- when the Foundation was organized, it’s first goal was a-- actually one of the reasons for organizing, also, besides what we talked about already, was that the centennial of the University was coming up in 1948. And so the Foundation established, in cooperation with the University, established a goal $5 million to be presented to the University in 1948-49 as a centennial gift from alumni and friends. And being organized in 1945, they gave them 3 years to earn $5 million. They didn’t reach their goal but we of course eventually did. I think the goal was not reached really until about 19--, well I think it was reached in 1955. The goal was split into a major project which was the Wisconsin Center, that was $2.5 million. And the rest of the $5 million, an equal amount of $2.5 million, would be raised for professorships, scholarships, fellowships and other special purposes that would not normally expect help from the State. So, while the initial goal was not reached in the time frame that they had established for themselves, it was reached and in 1958 we dedicated the Wisconsin Center as visible evidence of reaching this goal. In the mean time, quite a number of scholarships have been given and the Foundation had established a professorship in History Department. The Frederick Jackson Turner chair in American History which was used at the time to keep Professor Merle Curti on the campus. And as you know Merle Curti came to be one of Wisconsin’s most distinguished historians of all times. And so while the beginning was somewhat modest I think it was $12,000 a year for the scholarship, or for the professorship, it did establish a trend that has been carried on since then, of acquiring funds for special professorships which has enabled the University to keep key people on the staff.

BT	So Curti was the first?

RR	Curti was the first.

BT	I think an appropriate number one.

RR	[sound of agreement]

BT	On that, a question on that Professorship, and then I want to go back to the first 10 years for just one moment. Was that Professorship established because Curti was being courted by other schools or this a preventive measure?

RR	I think he-- I don’t know the details, but it’s been said generally it helped save Curti for the University of Wisconsin. So I can only assume that he was being sought after by other school. It was named in honor in honor of Frederick Jackson Turner who was also one of Wisconsin early and very distinguished historian who was taken away by the University of California at Berkeley. So there might have been some reason for naming it after Turner and giving it to Curti.

BT	[laughter] A little irony in a sense. Now, we’re back to the first 10 years and your little cubby holes up in the Bank Building on University and Park. You had mentioned Peterson and that other woman who was secretary there?

RR	Yes,

00:13:45

BT	Was there any-- were there any other employees, was there a director or anything like that?

RR	No, that was the complete staff. And I was hired as the Executive Director and came in in 1955 and that made 3 of us and eventually there was 4 when we hired another secretary. And gradually we started filling in with other individuals until today we are over 60, I believe it was 65 members of the staff.

BT	How did your hiring come about?

RR	I had heard that the Foundation was interested in a person to offer some leadership in a way at the time that involved sales experience and I was sales manager for a major dairy equipment firm in Chicago, dairy and ice cream equipment. And of course part of my territory was Madison. As a matter of fact I worked out of Chicago but lived in Madison and didn’t want to leave Madison. But I had reached a point where I had to either move into Chicago or start loosing ground in the corporate world. And I had heard of the Foundation’s opening so I interviewed with the Executive Committee of the Foundation in Milwaukee. And I believe it was March or April or possibly May of 1955. And Mr. Irwin Meier, the publisher of the Milwaukee Journal, and Howard Potter, I mentioned him as original, and Gordon Fox who subsequently established a professorship here, were-- and Joseph Cutler, I probably could remember the rest of them but at least they were the principle people and at the time. There was no school that you could go to, to learn fund raising, it was– the other Universities were picking primarily people with sales background or journalistic backgrounds or banking background to head up their fund raising program. And I had 7 years of sales and sales management handling salesmen under me, so they must have felt I was qualified to do it. And had a good Wisconsin background, having gone to school here and played football and so forth and the name that was recognized in the State at the time, so that’s how I came to be the executive director.

00:17:00

BT	Now you said there was an executive committee that you– 

RR	[sound of agreement]

BR	Tell me a little bit about the executive committee, where they appointed when the Foundation was founded in 1945?

RR	The Executive Committee is a branch of the Board of Directors. At the time we had a Board of Directors, I believe it was 25 members and that’s a bit unwieldy to get 25 people from all over the country. So there was an executive committee of, I forget at the time, there’s 12 I believe now, it’s up to 16. And the executive committee functions between meetings of the Board of Directors so they were all members of the Board but they were selected because they were for the most part Milwaukee, Chicago and Southern Wisconsin which enabled them to get together quite often as was necessary to run the, or to set the policy for the Foundation.

00:17:58

BT	This is an interesting area for me, that’s the interfacing between the Foundation and the University itself. You had talked about the fund raising for the centennial, which I understand. Is this committee, is this Board of Directors, how are they connected, how are you connected with the University, directly? How autonomous are you, maybe that’s another way of putting it?

RR	Well we are an autonomous organization and we have to be for our tax exempt status and for various reasons that-- some legal and some just traditional, I guess. We’ve always been separate. We’re separate to the extent that the Foundations and it’s volunteer leadership and staff, with the help of the University, does the fund raising. We are sort of the mechanics that carry out the fund raising program. We don’t attempt to set University policy or establish University priorities for what the money should be for. We look to the University, again, we the Foundation as a separate organization, looks to the University for it’s priorities and when they tell us we need a new building, we need more scholarships, we need more fellowships, whatever it is, we in turn will go about the task of trying to find the necessary money to fund those priorities. Now through the years, I would say, 99 44/100% of what the University wanted were approved by the Foundation Board and established as targets for us but there have been, occasionally, projects that we thought might better be the duty of the State to support or that possibly another governmental source or group might support it rather than having a fund raising campaign for the project. And we’ve suggested to the University that they perhaps follow that other course and not try to raise it from money. Because we always told our potential donors that we’re in the business of getting money to support projects at the University, which would not normally be supported by tax dollars. But yet which are essential to a great University and I’m speaking primarily of public type buildings like the Wisconsin Center, the Elvehjem Art Center, the Alumni House, the Carillon Tower, and before our time, the Memorial Union, although we have raised substantial amounts for additions and refurbishing of the Union. But into that class would be the special professorships and chairs and scholarships. Now, subsequent to our founding, scholarships did become a important item for the State, loans by the Federal government and when we were founded they didn’t have those programs so it was much more urgent that we get out, get money for scholarships and student aid to help youngsters get an education.

BT	So scholarship programs, there weren’t that many of them?

RR	No, no.

BT	And after WWII a different type of clientele entered the University?

RR	Yea. Of course after WWII, the bulk of the students were veterans who came on the GI Bill so they really didn’t need scholarships for them. But none the less, there were lot of people who hadn’t gone into service, the younger students who often needed help so there was need all the time but the bulk of the big swell of people after WWII did not need scholarships because of the GI Bill. 

00:22:12

BT	When you started as President of the University of Wisconsin Foundation, you said that somebody from the University would let the Foundation know. 

RR	Uh-huh.

BT	Was there like a contact person or would President Fred come to you personally, or how did that operate?

RR	That has always been my duty while I was Executive Director and subsequently President. Incidentally, I had the title of Executive Director for 25 years and then 1983 the title was changed to President. And there really wasn’t a change in duties but it was just a restructuring and the Foundation operating-- chief operating officer became the President and the head layperson became the chairman of the Foundation. So that change took place in 1983. 

	Now, going back to the priority business. It’s always been my responsibility and it’s now Sandy Wilcox’s responsibility, since he succeeded me, to be the liaison, the chief liaison, with the University’s top administrator, which in the early days was the President. E. B. Fred and then Conrad Elvehjem and the Fred Harrington and then of course merger took place at the time John Weaver came to be President and Weaver became President of the System and Edwin Young was Chancellor of the Madison campus during most of that period. And the relationship between the Foundation and the University was through the Chancellor from that point on because the President of the System had responsibility for all the campuses and while we work with the President and still function as the System’s Foundation when they need a Foundation, we are primarily associated with Madison.

00:24:36

BT	Let’s stick to the pre-merger, as a way of kind of dividing the two things here and talk about the three Presidents you mentioned just a moment ago: E. B. Fred, Conrad Elvehjem and Fred Harvey Harrington. Could you tell me what agenda each of these-- did the agenda differ significantly between these three men, as to what-- how they used or what they expected or wanted from the Foundation?

RR	Yes, of course the Foundation started during the tenure of E. B. Fred and the goals were relatively modest and it was more an educational process trying to get people acquainted with the fact that public University did need private contributions. So it was-- there was a good deal of educating at the time. And E. B. Fred was very good at helping to condition people to give. He was a wonderful salesman if you’ll-- if I can use that expression, but the goals were not overly ambitious, I think they were realistic. So he naturally-- beyond the goal of the Wisconsin Center and the total $5 million goal, I’m not aware of any specific requests he had. 

00:26:06

	When Elvehjem became president, he did so right after we had dedicated the Wisconsin Center and we were starting to move in a pretty good direction so he solicited the faculty to find out what they wanted next in the way of a major project through fund raising. And came up with the idea of an art center that was by far the leading priority of the faculty. So, we started the campaign for the Elvehjem Art Center, it wasn’t the Elvehjem Art Center, it was just the Art Center. And while Conrad Elvehjem was President he worked very hard on the campaign, in fact he was working very hard on being President of the University and it was just too much for him and he died in his office in Bascom Hall. So, shortly thereafter, even though he was a scientist, the Foundation and the University agreed that the Art Center should be named in his honor. He was a strong patron of the arts, as a scientist, he collected paintings on his trips abroad and liked-- he loved artwork. So it was very logical that we named the Art Center after him. And that was early in the campaign so people who donated to the Art Center knew they were honoring this great man as they gave to it. 

	Following his death, Fred Harrington became the President of the University and we of course dedicated the Art Center. By that time we were really on a roll and starting to get some pretty good-sized gifts in the Foundation. Fred Harrington was very aggressive as the President of the University. He presided over its very rapid growth and the establishment of campuses at Kenosha, the Parkside campus there, and the Green Bay campus, and the expansion of the Milwaukee campus. So he had many needs including those 3 outlying campuses and was much more aggressive in seeking private funds, having us seek private funds, and urging us to do so than either E. B. Fred or Conrad Elvehjem or--

00:28:10

BT	What were his projects, his pet projects?

RR	Well I don’t think we had any building projects at the time but there was a strong effort to get more money for professorships and special institutes and centers, programs that would attract and keep high quality scholars here. We also had projects in both Green Bay and Parkside to help get those campuses established and get the tradition of private giving going at those campuses. At Milwaukee, we undertook a campaign to build a Student Union. The Student Union was build as a result as the campaign conducted by the Foundation. 

BT	So UWM started sharing in the money at this point?

RR	Right, but we were always careful not to intermingle the money. If somebody gave us money who was a graduate of Madison, we knew they did not want the money to go to Parkside or Green Bay or Milwaukee. So, we kept the money very much segregated and by the same token, when somebody gave us money for UWM or UW Parkside, we made sure every dime went to that purpose.

00:30:30

BT	Was it Harrington initiative that got the Foundation to give money to those things? Or was that a natural evolution?

RR	Well, at that time, we were still The University of Wisconsin and that meant the 4 campuses I mentioned plus University Extension. And it was not until we had merger with the State College system or State University system that we brought in by that merger, we brought in 9 more Foundations into the System. It wasn’t until then that it became pretty much a divided program so that each campus was responsible for it’s own fund raising. We continued to assist Parkside and Milwaukee and Green Bay even after merger but eventually Milwaukee organized it’s own Foundation as did Parkside. But we still continue to function for Green Bay even today. We’re still the Foundation. They have people on the scene up there who-- the vice chancellor and staff who do the actual fund raising along with volunteers. But we advice them and we invest their money for them and handle certain functions. As a matter of fact, we’ve done that for all of the, not all of them, but we’ve been available to all the Foundations in the System because of our size and our experience perhaps in better shape to handle life income funds or pooled life income funds than the individual campuses are. So some of the campuses have accepted our invitation to use us for complicated or major gifts or investment programs that they find more difficult to do themselves.

00:32:40

BT	I know in talking with the people from WARF and reading about that that there was quite a to do about hard science versus humanities, money for research in those areas. Was that ever an issue with the Foundation?

RR	Well, of course the hard sciences had been so well supported by WARF that most of the priorities we received from the University were for the social sciences and the humanities. And that is-- we collect an awful lot of money for computer science and various other hard sciences today but the program at WARF has been so successful that it kind of takes the urgency out of trying to raise money for the-- for biotechnology, for example. But, surely if there is someone inclined to give money for that, we do encourage and accept it and supplement actually what WARF is doing. But they have continued to do such a wonderful job that we have for the most part concentrated in the social sciences and the humanities for our extra effort.

00:34:09

BT	Now, E. B. Fred once said that all social scientists needs for research is a desk to put his feet on [laughter]. Did-- going back to the 3 Presidents we’ve been discussing thus far, did either of them turn to you, you said you did basically humanities oriented stuff-- did Fred or Elvehjem turn to you particularly for these, since WARF was not really giving at that point?

RR	Well I think a case in point would be the Elvehjem Art Center which was a high priority of Conrad Elvehjem who at the time was one of our most distinguished hard scientists, a great biochemist. But his view of overall University was that-- I think his view was that there was not an emergency in the hard sciences. They were getting support from the Federal government and particularly from WARF. And that we needed a beautiful art museum to handle our collection and to encourage more gifts of art as part of our overall learning process, our cultural program at the University so I think that was a pretty good example of a hard scientist pushing hard for a cultural project.

00:35:35

BT	So he would-- it would be more likely that he would go to the foundation for the cultural enrichment aspect of the University as opposed to WARF?

RR	Right. And then when Harrington became President, being an historian and sometimes being on the short end of the stick when it came to gifts like WARF was able to transfer to the University, he strongly encouraged programs in the social sciences.

00:36:05

BT	Now you said that-- let’s skip to the Professorships for a moment. Were the Professorships mainly in the humanities or were they sort of scattered all about?

RR	They were mainly in the humanities. I should qualify that. I think we had two in history and one in political science among our early professorships. We really didn’t get going on professorships until the campaign “Forward with Wisconsin” took place in the late 70’s and early 80’s and that was when, at the urging of Edwin Young the Chancellor, we established a program of raising funds for Bascom Professorships. They weren’t the fully endowed chair type professorship but they were Professorships which provide additional auxiliary allowances for the professors. No salary increase but gave them the opportunity to hire assistants or attend learned society meetings or get more computer time or whatever was necessary. And those took off really like mad to the point that I believe we had over 60 of them either in force or in a process of being funded. But it also established the great need for professorships and people with higher goals than we had for the Bascom Professorship which initially were really only a $100,000 and then they went to $200,000 they’re now $250,000 to $500,000 for the endowment. But when people who had the means to do more saw what good these professorships were doing they became interested in full blown professorships which ranged from a half a million to a million dollars and full endowed chairs which took off at a million dollars and up. So I don’t have the exact number of those but compared to the early days we really took off from about 1980 on and the last decade we quadrupled and then some, I’m sure, our support of professorships.

00:38:50

BT	This is getting a bit ahead of the story but since we’re on it let’s go with it for just a couple minutes. Is there any reason why at this particular time in UW’s history, the late 70’s, 80’s, around there when the professorships really took off, was there-- what was the need, what brought about the sudden rise?

RR	The need was that Wisconsin had lagged behind in the payment it was making to it’s professors. And while we had Vilas Professorships and a few full blown professorships that were instrumental in keeping the real big stars, the University was faced with the loss of a lot of middle ranged professors, young professors coming up who would be the bright stars of tomorrow. And both President Harrington and Chancellor Young saw that and they experienced the outflow of bright young people who would be our future stars and deans and what not. So that is what precipitated the establishment of the Bascom professorships and out of that grew really more attention to the-- to major professorships and chairs and that’s how that came about.

0:40:19

BT	Now, when this whole process would take place, would you tell them that you had money for professorship, would they come with a name or a department or an area or how did that work?

RR	In the Bascom professorships, in order to encourage the donors to give money, we allowed them to name the discipline the money would be for. It was logical that someone who had graduated from electrical engineering and had a very successful career in that field would want to give money for electrical engineering professorship. That wasn’t always true, we had one accountant, I can recall, who gave money for a professorship in art history. And we’ve had a number of people like that, another gentleman who graduated in dairy industry established a professorship in conservation because he was very much interested. And then he established a second one in the school of business. So he did not go back to his basic discipline but he went more to what he had-- what his career was in life, and I suppose that was a means of thanking the University for making it possible to have a career in the field related to his discipline but perhaps not exactly in it. 

BT	Did these people then also get the chance to name the professorship after a famous professor?

RR	No. What we did for the Bascom professorships, it became the John Jones “dash” Bascom Professorship and the John Jones was the donor. Now, I mentioned that the donor could name the field that he wanted that professorship in and the actual naming of the professorship, the donor had nothing to do with that, that was strictly the prerogative as it always has been and always will be of the University to name the professor. The administration and the Regents pick the professors but we do honor the donor by naming the professorship after him or her.

00:42:53

BT	And this is your chance, or the University’s chance then to locate this young professor who looks like he might, or she might, turn out to be [couldn’t make out words, RR speaking on top of BT]

RR	Yeah. I can say that there have been instances where we may have thought we knew who the professor was but the name was never mentioned. But where the administration would come to us and say, do you have anyone interested in Nuclear Engineering, for example? And I happened to think of someone that was interested in Nuclear Engineering and that was David Granger of the Granger Foundation. And he was very interested and when I approached him about the possibilities of supporting a professorship in Nuclear Engineering, he subsequently did fund that professorship and we have for several years now had Gerald Kulcinski in the professorship. I think the professorship helped save Kulcinski for the University. But his chairman came to us and without mentioning him said we are desperate, he and the dean of engineering, said we’re desperate, we’ve got to have some support of a professorship in this field in order to attract top people and keep them. And that’s how that came about.

BT	Yes, Kulcinski is a good find. I heard him speak the other day on some of the work he’s doing on the moon.

RR	Yea, he’s a marvelous professor

BT	He’s on the athletic board.

RR	Yes, he was chairman of the search committee that hired Pat Richter so he’s been very busy. He’s unusual young man in that he was a 3 year starter on the football team, played in the Rose Bowl, and went on to get his PhD in Nuclear Engineering and is one of the premier Nuclear scientists in the country and still keeps his interest by being a member of the athletic board-- interest in athletics.

BT	To save our typist some trouble, we’re at the end of the tape. Let’s spell Kulsinski, or, Kulcinski.

RR	Okay, there you are, thank you. End of side one.

00:45:27	

BT	This is Barry Teicher, I’m still with Robert Rennebohm, we’re going to talk a little bit about his early years as Executive Director, right?

RR	Right.

BT	-- President later, of the Foundation. You’re up in the bank building over on Park and Regent. What happened those first few years in terms of operating-- budget-- operating budget, budget that-- money that you earned, personnel and areas like that?

RR	As I mentioned we moved from the bank building to Sterling Court in an old building where we literally froze to death because they had an old furnace in the basement that didn’t work right. But we were in that building while the Wisconsin Center was being constructed. We had raised the necessary two and a half million dollars and construction, I believe it was-- ground breaking was in 1957 or 56 and we dedicated the building in April of 1958. Along with the dedication the Foundation moved its offices into the 3rd floor of the Wisconsin Center. Part of the deed of transfer stated that the University was to provide adequate office space for the Foundation in the Wisconsin Center. At that time, adequate space consisted of really 4 small offices: one for filing, one for Mr. Peterson, one for myself, and one for the secretary. Eventually we doubled the size of that space in the Wisconsin Center and eventually tripled it. And even with the tripling of the size when we were up to about 50 people, the space was inadequate. That accounts for our present location in the Berks [guessing at the name] building on East Gilman Street. 

	But going back to our move into the Wisconsin Center, we were able to show to the public this wonderful building the Wisconsin Center, they came 100% from private gifts and it established a benchmark for us in the fund raising business that people could see how successful combined effort would be in providing a building of this sort which was entirely for adult education, seminars and the like, state wide meetings would take place in the Center, that it became easier for us to really raise money from both corporations and foundations as well as individuals by having this wonderful stewardship report of the Wisconsin Center to offer. 

	Meanwhile, we had raised a lot of money for scholarships and the like, so we were touching many more areas of the University and many of the professors were steering us on to prospects, people that they had as students, who went on to great success and we were able to call on these people and perhaps up to that time they hadn’t done anything in the way of supporting the University other than the moral support all alumni seem to give. And we were able to start a program of cultivation of these prospects, that meant we had to add people to our staff and increase the budget but all the while our intake was going up so it was a perfectly logical process to increase the size of the staff. 

00:49:36

RR	We remain an organization of-- I don’t know quite how to explain it, but we concentrated on the entire University, all of the members of the staff, worked really for the benefit of the whole University. That’s still true today but in 19-- in the early 1980’s, we established what we called constituency fund raising and that meant we had to add-- we hired a fund raiser for the College for Letter and Science, one for CALS, one for Education, Law School, Medical School, and the like and subsequently some of those colleges and schools now have two fund raisers and that meant additional secretarial help, it meant additional research help, so we’ve had very, very rapid growth. I’m not sure of these dates, but I would guess that in 1980 we had a staff of 9 people and by the end of the 1980’s we were up to 66 people. So we grew tremendously in the last 10 years having only grown from 2 people when we started to 9 in 1980.  

00:51:02

BT	That’s really impressive, I had no idea the last decade has been that--. You mentioned a little while back about tax laws that came in to effect after WWII that helped you by allowing corporations and what not be able to donate to you. How did that tax laws-- those tax-- that particular tax law change or did it change and were there other incentives or disincentives in that area, state and nationally?

RR	Well the first tax of course was the excess profits tax of WWII and soon as the war was over with then war production stopped, the excess profits tax went off. But there always has been tax-- there always had been tax incentives to help people make major gifts that were deductible to charitable and educational organizations. That has changed from time to time, the tax act of 1962 and the tax act of 1986, there’ve been modifications in there but nothing basically has changed. It’s still very attractive tax wise for big income people to make significant contributions to organizations like us. So, we haven’t tried to sell anybody on the tax aspect of their giving. We mention it and acquaint them with the advantages offered but we have still always tried to establish a case for giving to the University of Wisconsin as a primary reason for somebody giving. The tax benefits are something extra that go hand in hand with it, and there’s not doubt that many gifts are made because of the tax incentive but we like to feel like most of our giving comes from people who recognize the need for private support of the University.

00:53:13

BT	You mentioned this increase in size and also in the way the divided a fundraiser for each college now, sort of a principle fund raiser. When the Foundation began in 1945 and up through your merger, up through these dramatic changes in this last decade, what kind of fundraising techniques were generally employed by the Foundation?

RR	When I came with the Foundation in 1955 the first thing I did was organize a formal annual fund appeal, which was primarily direct mail at the time. And we mailed out, as I recall, over 100,000 pieces of literature that first year and got something like $67,000 back, more than paid for the mailing, but it was just the base for what was to become an extremely successful program which today consists of direct mail and telephone solicitation of alumni. And we’ve had tremendous growth in the number of annual gifts by — particularly since we started telephoning people, I think it’s been about 4years now.

00:54:36

RR	And the other program that we established back in 1955, we established a Deferred Giving Committee made up of lawyers from throughout the state and in principle cities through out the country. And these people got together and advised us on how we could encourage bequests and life income gifts and the like. And I was warned by people who had been in the deferred giving-- been in deferred giving programs already, that they didn’t develop results immediately, that you would encourage people to write to include the University of Wisconsin Foundation in their will, and they usually didn’t die the next day and a prediction was made that in about 10 years you will see the fruits of this labor. And it took-- we had a few odds and ends bequests that came in but it was almost like clockwork at the end of 10 years the bequests started to come in. And they come in on literally a weekly basis today because so many people did not have wills or if they did have wills they didn’t have charitable bequests in the wills. And when we laid it out in front of them with a very nice book that told the needs of the University and told them how to approach your lawyer and how to establish a bequest in their will, it’s amazing it was just like clockwork, from 10 years on, that program has just grown by leaps and bounds.

00:56:20

BT	Are these people who leave money in their wills, are they able to direct that money towards specific goals?

RR	Oh yes. Most major bequests are directed towards a particular discipline or directed towards a professorship or directed towards research in some disease that may have bothered the family of the individual making the request. We do get a lot of small bequests, which are wonderful to receive, they are usually unrestricted. But when we get an unrestricted bequest we have kind of a, it’s not a joke, it’s a serious matter but it’s a joke to the extent that we call it Slichter’s Law. Alan Slichter, one of the son’s of the famous Dean Slichter, was a director of the Foundation as was his brother Donald. And Alan was insistent that-- he didn’t have to insist to hard because everybody felt the same way, but he was most insistent that any unrestricted bequest the Foundation received was to be used in a manner that wouldn’t make the donor turn over in his grave, so to speak. And we would confer with the family, we would confer with the donor’s attorney, his or her friends, anybody that had any knowledge of the donor we would ask what do you think the donor would have like to have us do. Or we looked back at his giving record and if the individual supported the, for example the Elvehjem Art Center for the last 10 years before he died and then left us an unrestricted bequest we would assume that person was very much interested in the Elvehjem and we’d try to do– establish a program in the Elvehjem in his honor. But we continue that, that’s an unwritten, or you might say a written law of the Foundation that we don’t want anyone to turn over in their grave. 

BT	You wouldn’t want a family member to get upset about it.

RR	Yeah, that’s right. Because if we’re going to be good stewards and expect others to make bequests to us we must be diligent in using money appropriately that has been given to us.

00:58:52

BT	Of course. In terms of the amount of money you raised on an annual basis, we have of course special projects like Elvehjem but what about just as the annual budget, amount of money raised, just gone up gradually over time or is it recession proof, how does that work?

RR	Generally speaking our total giving dollars-- I don’t want to say generally speaking, it’s a fact that our giving dollars have increased every year since 1955 through 1989 with one exception and that was back in the late 60’s when the riots first hit the campus. We took a dip that I forget the year, but the year of the first riots we had a number of people stop giving and we had a couple bequests canceled and the like. But as soon as our friends saw that we weren’t unique, that this was going on at colleges all over the country, they saw it going on in cities like Detroit and Los Angeles and Chicago, they didn’t fault the University of Wisconsin for doing– for having been the victim of riots and unrest. And they came back to us in pretty good numbers and we were able to get ourselves back on the upward trend which has, as I say, has been unbroken since 1955 when we started our annual program.

01:00:43

BT	For some reason, I had never associated the affect of the riots on the Foundation but of course they would have an impact. Did people call you up or was there any kind of– did you get– where you actively alerted by people that they were upset or how did you handle the whole thing?

RR	We would get letters back from people in response to our direct mail appeal or individual letter appeals to an individual. We would get response back that, “I’m simply not going to give to a University that permits that type of behavior”, or various things like that. We had the unfortunate experience, I swear for 3 years in a row, this may not be exactly true but, there would always be a major riot or demonstration that would take place on Alumni Weekend when we had all our Alumni back and particularly the 50 year class. These were a bunch of 70 year old people that would come to the campus expecting to see apple blossoms and the like and all the events were scheduled in the Union and a couple of times they were tear gassed, you know, and had occasion to see some of the real unrest going on and it just seemed that it was our misfortune to have all this going on on Alumni Weekend. And I’m-- I can recall specifically of a gentleman who left here, went back to Washington DC and advised me and one of our directors that he had removed us from his will. And I went to see him and the director, who was a classmate and close personal friend of his, went to see him and we both talked to him that the University was bigger than a few people protesting some particular-- for the most part I guess it was the Vietnam War. And fortunately for us this gentleman put us back in the will about a year before he died and we did receive over a million dollars as a result of it. But it was out of his will for a period of 2 years, I know that.

BT	Did you ever consider moving Alumni Weekend to January?

RR	[laughter] We should of, I guess.

01:03:21

BT	Was there anything else ever like this in your tenure here like that reaction to Vietnam?

RR	No, of course some of the protests and riots had to do with the civil rights, others were the Vietnam War. There was one strike that became quite noticeable and that was the teaching assistant strike, I forget the year of that. And then of course the climax was the bombing of Sterling Hall by the protestors and that bombing took place in the Summer of 1970, as I recall, and it was also 10 days, it was in August, which was about 10 days we were to dedicate the Elvehjem Art Center. And we had planned to bring alumni in from all over the country and it was a black tie affair and it was to be outdoors in the terraces near the Elvehjem and the atmosphere on campus was very tense. We debated for a couple days to cancel the thing and we thought, no, we must show the University in a way that it’s going to go on regardless of what some people may try to do to it. So we did have the opening and it was without incident and it was a wonderful success and it had helped bridge I think the gap from the bombing and then the lowest point of the University, to the post Vietnam War era, when we’ve had tremendous success.

BT	I think it’s been pretty much generally acknowledged that that bombing really did take the bottom out of the student uprising.

RR	It did.

BT	The wind out of the sails, so to speak. It really changed-- it was the turning point.

RR	Yes, particularly the fact that the young man, Fassnacht, was killed in the bombing. That turned everybody off who had at that point may have been sympathetic to the cause of the protestors but certainly not to their method of protesting. I still find it difficult to accept the fact that the University was to be punished for the Vietnam War and it was punished through some of the action. But I also take great pride in knowing that the University never shut down. Several of the other universities were forced to shut down but Wisconsin never shut down for a minute and I think that was something could all be proud of.

01:06:42

BT	I also imagine, you and your unit down at the Wisconsin Center which was pretty close to where things happened down there, you must have been in a pretty defensive posture for a while during that Vietnam thing?

RR	We were indeed.

01:06:58

RR	And the protests against the Math– the Army Math Center were felt very keenly by us because one day a group of mathematicians from throughout the country were in for a mathematics conference and one of the speakers at the conference was somebody from the Army Math Center and the protestors came in with cans of red paint into the auditorium of the Wisconsin Center and threw the paint all over the people who were sitting there and one of the mathematicians was from California who was at that time a good friend of mine and remains a good friend of mine, Dell Zilmer is his name. Well Dell came out, he had red paint on his face and red paint on a beautiful tweed sport coat and he-- you know, I was just embarrassed as could be when I saw him that way and he said [phone ring], “Well, don’t feel badly it’s not the University [phone ring].

01:08:11

BT	We’re going to change subjects a little bit here now. We have a legislature over at the-- just a few blocks from here.

RR	Yes.

BT	A few blocks away from you, throughout your stay. And you’re raising all this money, and they’re over there, I know how those guys react to money and things like that. Did you have any kind of relationship with the legislature? Did they ever-- did they have any influence or try to influence you or anything on those lines?

RR	During my tenure I always kept completely away from the legislature or any activity in politics what so ever. I felt I had a position that had to be nonpartisan. Even though my family is know for a former republican governor, I have always maintained a strictly hands-off of politics and I think it has helped us because we haven’t had any difficulty with the legislature. Until recent years when we have had tremendous success and it was thought that perhaps the money we were raising could be better spent by the legislature, I guess. In 1985 there was a legislative audit of the athletic department and we handled certain funds for the athletic department, not their major funds of course, but the gift funds that they were able to receive were here. And the legislative auto bureau felt they had free access to our records. Which he did not and we would not allow-- we were perfectly willing to give them the information they needed but not permit an audit of our books or a fishing expedition, so to speak. And there was considerable publicity about it but we established quite definitely that we are a separate and private organization. We are governed by the rules of the Internal Revenue Service and the State of Wisconsin, for that matter, the Department of Revenue. We made complete reports to both organizations. We submit a certified public accounting of our activities and answer all of the necessary papers and make that all available to the appropriate channels but still, we’re not an open book. We-- our primary concern is that when you involve legislators and newspapers, you’re encouraging the possible divulgence of names of donors, or publishing in a paper and if we were required to publish all of our donors and the amount of their gift in the paper which some people were suggesting, that we would just be provided a nice list of prospect for every other University and College in the mid west and every other fund raising organization, of people, particularly major donors. They may be willing to have their name attached to a program usually after their death but they don’t want to be known as a heavy hitter in certain circles.

BT	Well we had an example of that in this morning’s State Journal.

RR	Right, right.

BT	The business school, that gentleman who’s going to donate how many million?

RR	And we’re worried sick that someway or another they’ll dig up the name or find some technicality in the law that the University has to divulge his name to make sure that it’s not a criminal or crook that’s proposing to give this multi-million dollar gift. We are very much afraid that the name will be divulged before the whole transaction takes place and we could very well loose it because the donor has made it very clear that there is to be no publicity on this. 

01:12:38

BT	What about the newspapers, the Cap Times and the State Journal, during your involvement with the Foundation? How has their treatment of you been?

RR	They’ve been extremely supportive. We’ve had wonderful cooperation. If we get a major story to tell, they cover it nicely and we’ve had a good relationship and both newspapers through their various Foundations including the Evjue Foundation which is an arm of the, the charitable arm, of the Capitol Times, have made substantial contributions to us. They haven’t given us a blank check as far as being above criticism. If they didn’t like something, or didn’t like a project we’re working on they mention it editorially and otherwise but I must say that they’ve been extremely helpful to us.

1:13:47

BT	What about the city of Madison? What is your relationship with them?

RR	Do you mean from the political standpoint, the city council?

BT	The city council, yes, of the city of Madison.

RR	We don’t really have a great deal to do with the city of Madison. We did have one confrontation, if you want to call it that, when we were trying to develop the golf course, University Golf Course 17 years ago. We had– we needed the money from the sale of the extra land we had to finish the funding of the golf course and the city was a primary force in preventing us from having residential development around the golf course even though we had sought out the best land planner we could find. One that was tuned into all the environmental concerns and we were going to concentrate the housing in certain areas of the overall golf course development. The money we would have had for that would have paid for the golf course but the city fought us on that and we long ago learned you can’t fight city hall so we backed off and when out and quietly tried to get the additional money that we would have otherwise earned from the sale of land. And that is why it took us an extra 17 years to build the golf course, which is now underway.

BT	The golf course is an interesting story. It was one I was going to hit a little later on. It’s been a long-term project for you-- your people.

RR	Right.

BT	Was there any other opposition you’ve run into besides that which you just described?

RR	No that was– the city fought us but of course there were environmental groups in town, the Capitol Community Citizens and other individuals who fought us at the time and we– but other than that we’ve had no problems with the city. Most of the contacts with the city are with the University and the city not the Foundation, we’ve tried, again, to keep out of politics, we’re not politicians, we’re not interested in those activities.

1:16:24

BT	What about Hilldale?

RR	Hilldale was the development of the Foundation. It’s initiated back in the, I think it started in the early 60s, the planning for it and the shopping center is now I believe 28 years old. But the Foundation is the sole stockholder in Hilldale. It doesn’t run that shopping center because that would be unrelated business activity for us but it’s just as we might own stock in General Motors or Ford Motor Company we own all the stock there is in Hilldale and we– Hilldale is operated by a company called Hilldale Inc, which pays full city real estate taxes and State, Federal income taxes so it’s a fully taxable entity but all of the proceeds after that come to the University.

BT	What was that land before?

RR	That was the University’s experimental farm, it’s main experimental farm. I think it was 600 and some acres that the– where they conducted all of their dairy research and D [Vitamin D?] research and so forth. And then late 1950s the University decided that the city was growing around the farm and that it should be sold off and moved out farther so it wouldn’t be a source of flies and odors and what not for the Madison community. So, the University planned-- hired a planner, Larry Smith and Associates from Seattle, who planned the Hillfarm housing development, the Hillfarm apartment development, the Hillfarm– the houses were buffeted from the, what is now the shopping center, by first professional buildings, then high rise office building, then a park, then the houses began. And in making the plans, he carved out the 33 acres at the corner of University and Midvale Blvd for a shopping center and that’s how that came to be.

BT	And that’s the part that you own stock in, you don’t own stock in anything else around there?

RR	No. We own a couple the buildings surrounding the shopping center but you see, the University itself could not develop a shopping center. However the Foundation as a separate entity could, through the device of buy stock and forming a corporation at arms length, could save that valuable piece of land for the University. And it’s now producing pretty close to $1 million a year which is used primarily for professorships and special activities of the University, lectures and the like.

1:19:45

BT	What about the McCain Sport Center?

RR	The McClain Sport Center is still not out of the woods in that there’s a sizeable debt on the building. But that was built before the money was raised, which was the basic fault in that program because once a building is up, there’s no sense of urgency any more as far as raising money. But it was deemed necessary at the time. We had just hired Don Morton as the new football coach and the new athletic director. And all of the other Big 10 Universities had indoor practice facilities. We had to have one and I think we could have built a less expensive one but there was an attempt to make it blend in exactly with the existing shell there and that added a substantial amount for the roof that put it into a higher, much higher cost category than it was originally intended. So, fortunately the State has helped by permitting bonding or assuming some of the debt, but it’s yet to be paid for by the National W Club and the Foundation through gifts that it receives. We have no liability there, the Foundation doesn’t, beyond the money we take in for that purpose. That is committed to go to pay off that debt. 

BT	Do they expect-- do you and the W Club expect to have that paid off in the near future?

RR	I think there’s much more hope now with the new football program and everybody all excited about that that the crowds might return to the stadium. And if they do, I heard Pat Richter say the other day that just 10,000 increase per game, average, would mean $600,000 to us and not only that but it means a great deal to the W Club which sells programs and handles concessions at the game. They had a great drop in this year’s receipts because there was nobody there to buy their cokes and hotdogs and the programs.

1:22:24

BT	How did the Foundation get involved in the sport center with the athletic-- ?

RR	The Foundation is the fund raising agency for the entire University including the athletic department. And the athletic department has two fund raisers on our staff who do nothing but go out and bring contributions in and incidentally their giving increased something over $100,000 last year. I think it was $2.9 million to $4 million something last year and so despite a losing season and a lot of grumbling, we did increase through a more aggressive fund raising program and that program is being stepped up right along and I’m sure with Pat Richter and Barry Alvarez that we’ll be able to lure more people back in and if they come back in they’re much bigger target to give money if they are willing to come to the game.

1:23:28

BT	University Bay Marsh Project, what was that?

RR	Excuse me?

BT	The University Bay Marsh project.

RR	We were, well we always work with the 50-year classes and their 50th reunion to come up with a significant gift to the University and the class the 1918 asked the University what its needs were. Well among other things, somebody said we want to clean up the marsh out here and make a pond or a lake, a permanent pond or lake and the class of 18 thought that was a pretty good idea. Well there were some young people in the wildlife department and the limnology department who recognized that marsh as being essential for the lake, Lake Mendota, and to convert it into just another pond, like another lake there, would take away the filtering action of the marsh so they approached the University and subsequently the class officers of 1918 and said would you help us clean up the marsh but retain it as a marsh rather than make it a pond or a little lake. And the-- it was very interesting because here we had a bunch of 20 year old people interested in one thing approaching these 70 year old people who graduated from here 50 years ago. And they fell right in line, thought that was a wonderful idea. So, the two of them, the 20 year olds and the 70 year olds got together and cleaned up the marsh and it’s now called the Class of 1918 Marsh and it has look out stations where people can go observe the wildlife and it’s a beautiful spot on the campus.

BT	It’s out by Picnic Point?

RR	Yes.

BT	I lived in Eagle Heights.

RR	It just shows you that cooperation is much better than confrontation. They got together in a friendly way and explained each other’s role and it worked out beautifully.

1:25:46

BT	I have one last brief question here, this is relating again to sports, although not the sports center. When is Wisconsin going to the Rose Bowl? [laughter] Who are they going to play and what’s the score going to be? This is for posterity.

RR	For posterity!

BT	So I want your prediction.

RR	I’m going to say that Wisconsin will go to the Rose Bowl three years-- four years at the outside and that–

BT	1994.

RR	By 1994 and obviously if the Pack 10 continues in it’s present pace we’ll be playing either Southern California or UCLA.

BT	Okay put your self out on a limb, which one?

RR	I would say, Southern California.

BT	What is the score?

RR	It’d be 34-20. We’ll win.

BT	Okay.

RR	[laughter]

BT	That’s the end remember that whoever will be listening to this tape 50 years from now, this is February 7, 1990 and we just a got a prediction 4 year down the line.

RR	Speaking of that Barry, I had a– I brought a tape down the other day, it’s terribly scratchy, of an interview at half time in 1956. I was interviewed in the football game at the half of the Marquette game, and we were ahead by a pretty good score. You can just barely hear it, it’s in such bad shape, but it was a lot of fun listening to it.

1:27:15	

End of Second Interview Session
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BT

 

Okay, now we’re going to try again. This is Barry Teicher of the UW Oral History project. 

I’m here with Mr Robert Rennebohm of the 

U

niversity

 

of Wisconsin Foundation at the 

Foundation offices on 150 E Gilman. The date is December 20, 1989. Today we are going 

to discuss your background and your undergraduate

 

education from the university. 

Could 

you begin by telling us when and where you

 

were born and a little bit about your early 

education experiences?

 

 

RR 

 

I was born in La Crosse, Wisconsin on February 20, 1923. I attended and graduated from 

La Crosse Central High School in the class of 1940 and stayed out of school the year 

before I ca

me down here to the University.

 

 

BT

 

What made you decide to attend the University

 

–

 

UW Madison

?

 

 

RR

 

I ah

, ever since I was a little boy I wa

nted to attend the University. P

erhaps it was because 

we would visit relatives in Madison and I had an opportunity a

s a young boy to see the 

camp

us and become excited by it. S

o it was really my one goal in life

,

 

as I went through 

high school

,

 

was to attend the University and I was fortunate enough to do that. 

 

 

BT

 

When you came here what were you thinking 

about

 

in terms

 

of a major

, in terms of a 

career?

 

 

RR

 

I enjoyed science and 

was 

particularly good at chemistry in high school, chemistry and 

math. 

So I decided to major in chemistry. 

However

 

I was down here

 

on what

 

one

 

might call 

a football scholarship at that time which

 

consisted of two jobs

. One to work

 

enough to 

make meals and the other 

was 

to 

earn enough to pay for your board so you

 

didn't really 

have as much time as kids today

 

do with the tenders that they are offered 

and 

I was just 

snowed under

 

trying to remain a ch

emistry major but it was my goal to be a chemist when 

I came

.

 

