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EDITORIAL POLICY

Archival Issues, a semi-annual journal published by the Midwest Archives Confer-
ence, is concerned with the issues and problems confronting the contemporary archi-
vist. Submissions relating to archival theory and current practice are solicited. Diver-
sity among topics and points of view is encouraged. Ideas and opinions expressed by
the contributors are not necessarily those of the Midwest Archives Conference or its
Editorial Board.

Material in a wide range of formats—including articles, review essays, proceedings
of seminars, and case studies of specific archival projects or functions—will be con-
sidered for publication. Guidelines for authors of articles and case studies are avail-
able upon request from the editorial board chair. Manuscripts should be sent to the
board chair, Dennis Meissner, Minnesota Historical Society, 345 Kellogg Blvd. W.,
St. Paul, MN 55102. The editorial board uses the current edition of Chicago Manual
of Style as the standard for style, including footnote format. Decisions on manuscripts
will be rendered within ten weeks of submission. Offers to review books or sugges-
tions of books to review should be sent to the book review editor, Nancy Bartlett,
Bentley Historical Library, 1150 Beal Ave., University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI
48109-2113.

MAC members receive Archival Issues and the MAC Newsletter upon payment of
annual dues of $20; institutional memberships are $40. Single issues of the journal are
available at $3.50, plus fifty cents for postage and handling. An index to Vols. 1-8
(1976-83) is available at the single-issue price. Inquiries regarding membership or
purchase of journal copies should be directed to Becky Haglund Tousey, MAC Secre-
tary, Kraft General Foods Inc., Archives Dept., 6350 Kirk St., Morton Grove, IL 60053:
847/646-2981.

Articles appearing in this journal are abstracted and indexed in America: History
and Life and Library Literature.
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To the Editor:

Three cheers for David E. Horn’s reply to Frank Boles’s essay regarding archival
education (Archival Issues, Vol. 21, No. 1, 1996)!

Can it be a coincidence that those advocating the supremacy of the M.A.S. are al-
most always instructors in similar programs? No better example of a vested interest
could be found. More disturbing, however, is the slap in the face that such dogmatic
attitudes deliver to those nongraduate archivists whose “enthusiasm, intelligence, and
dedication,” to use Horn’s words, are responsible for preserving and making accessible
the vast majority of records extant in this country.

Given that a general education in the humanities (the B.A.) is one of the best prelimi-
nary preparations for an archivist, perhaps the problem here lies in the perceived quali-
tative difference between a “profession” and a “craft” or “trade.” Why should archivists
be afraid of being regarded as craftsmen? No one would say that a baker or a car me-
chanic is inherently less skilled at his work than a physicist or an English professor.
Few would claim that one kind of effort is more necessary to the welfare of society than
another. But many believe that the “professional” is entitled to more esteem, and that
this prestige automatically translates into greater financial benefits. Putting aside the
fact that today the last point is questionable in many cases, why should archivists, whose
mission is to guard the legacy of the community as a whole, choose to lend themselves
to this or any other kind of intellectual snobbery?

The pursuit of a “profession” too often entails half a life spent trapped in an aca-
demic shell, enormous debts upon graduation, a lack of practical knowledge that be-
comes painfully evident upon starting one’s first job, and unmet expectations of salary
and job availability fostered by the academic machine. “Craft” training in the style of
an apprenticeship includes on-the-job education that provides immediate concrete skills,
usually requires a more manageable outlay of time and money on the part of the pro-
spective craftsman, and often results in a more realistic view of the job market. As for
those people who are thrust with no warning into the archivist’s role, an approximation
of craft training through workshops and mentoring schemes is most germane to their
needs and to the needs of the records in their care.

This society already sacrifices too much talent, enthusiasm, and innovation on the
altar of academic specialization. Must archivists, too, become the victims of such a
brain drain?

Christine Froechtenigt Harper
Archives Assistant
Saint Louis University
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