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Isamu Noguchi (1904 -1988)  
•  Innovative sculptor and designer most active in the 1960’s.  
•  Inspired by his childhood in Japan, the high modernist movement and his 
involvement in the New York School of abstract artists (prominent in the 1930s).  
•  Noguchi’s work allows us to question the nature and definition of art and design.  
•  Noguchi wanted to expand sculpture to move beyond the sole purpose of 
aesthetic, his was a sculpture for the common man.  

Playgrounds & Gardens  
as Sculpture (1933 -1988)  
•  Lesser-know works are landscapes including playgrounds, monuments and 
Japanese inspired gardens.  
•  Landscapes as a medium have inherent social value. Noguchi saw them as an 
artistic contribution to society.  
•  Landscapes are a useful form of sculpture and can function as monuments, parks 
and playgrounds. 
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