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How long have you had a garden?

JC: The last ten years.  And before that, about 30 years ago a friend had it under his name and he did it for about 5 years.  Then I faded away from doing it, and then another person working here (picture of man in garden plot).  He moved away to UW superior, and my wife and I, my wife who I never thought would want to, she loves flowers.  And I come more from the school .... Pete Barber said, don’t grow anything that you can’t eat.  So we laughed about that, because our director at the time was Bob Pheasant who only grew roses. So here I am, one guy grows roses, one guy grows tomatoes, who do I turn to?  So who do I turn to? The tomatoes. Just look just as good as roses and you can eat them when your done.  Sop my wife and my daughter have plots that are up one above the other, and we do have some flowers.

Do you have perennials?

JC: Yes, yes. Annuals too, but we have perennials, and actually just … I’m the neat freak in the garden, just highly critical of any weeds.  And I’m really everything’s on a right angle, really perfect inside. Victory garden, you can almost tell by that row, perfect.  And my wife got flowers and is more comfortable looking, so we make a good team.  We’ve got gnomes all over.

I must have seen your garden.

JC: I don’t think it would be out of line to say, I’m sure a lot of people say that, we have the neatest nicest garden up there.

Have you had that same, plot?

JC: Oh yes, when we came back, when pat said sure, I’ll garden, and everything had changed since then.  Before they used to plow over, it was like, I bet almost twice as big as it is now.  It was over the hill where the thumb is, this was all garden up here on the top where they now have prairie, and down below where a couple of the schools have taken over, nearer the road, that was all our garden if we wanted it.  But they would plow everything over every year, replant the sticks, and so you couldn’t have perennials, you couldn’t have strawberries, you couldn’t have anything because it was gone.  And that had it’s, it was OK.  I mean, it sounded almost cruel to do that, but it was OK because everything got mixed up and everybody was good.  The way it works now is fine, it’s a lot less congested.  Well it was, when you got started, people would.  They tried to put the markers out as well as they could but I don’t think they got a surveyor to do it.  So you would go back and go I’d sweat that was my plot, but now it’s like this big, and the plot next to it is huge. So you’d go to the group and they say, oh just move em.  But that was OK in those days. Because that was, that was the attitude, that was OK.  It was really a community, relaxed garden atmosphere, there was old people, young people, everyone, there was room. 
There were non-residents in the 80s?

JC: Yeah, when I started it was probably way more older graduate students and its kind of reversed, though I think the trend for young people will always continue and I think that’s the way it should be because that’s like the mission statement is like, the connection with students.  But I think that it’s pretty much leveled off.  The records at family housing I’d say pretty much don’t exist – hodgepodge.  But when we got a plot, we went out there and talked to people, and they said here are the open plots, and it was like 4/5s of them were open, and you know just pick one out [5:33]. Whatever you want.  [in 2000?]  Yeah, you could go, we had people planting flowers up there and taking them up to the, up town to the square to do the summer vegetable, the what’s it called? [famers market] Yeah, that was really bad.  We had people running and doing it.  We had crooks, and they were smart crooks.  They circumvented the law, and they probably weren’t, yeah they were crooks. 

They were gardeners?

JC: Oh yeah, and then they would sell their stuff.  So we picked up one plot, it’s the lower one, I think its 831.  Its funny I don’t remember. So then I looked  at it, and said well its far enough away from everybody, there’s a tree over there, we can see the cranes because the field west of the gardens were always there, that was never, we’ve now added like two or three rows, but further on is always what you see now is what it was for 100 years probably.  So we decided yeah, we’re pretty strong, we can dig this stuff and mulch, far enough away from the front we don’t want the hassle of everybody coming by us.  Don’t want to be by a tree too close because of the shade.  So we got it.  And it probably had three feet of weeds, and thistles.  But that took us 2 days, probably a 12 pack later and it was perfect.  So lot of work up front. [?] Beer.  Oh I shouldn’t say that should I?  Two long days, Saturday and Sundays, 20 hours, 24 hours?  [did they come back?] No because we really went deep.  It was only one plot.  It was hard too. But we got everything and made it perfect, and then we were done.  It was like 9 o’clock to 1 or 9 o’clock to 2, I can remember it like it was yesterday because it was like oh my god, what did we get into?  But everything was like that way, it was really crappy.  I mean nobody took care of their stuff, it was around 2 or 3 years after that, is when people decided no one is taking care of these gardens, only thing we hear is arguments, about people selling their wares, selling stuff to other people who have no connection to university.  Which you can be.  But they have like 8 plots. This is crazy, there’s got to be a compromise here, you don’t want to throw everything out and start over with just students because then we wouldn’t have gardens either, they would be gone in 3 or 4 years, because you guys leave every few years and there would be no connection to the past. So they got rid of that bunch, and bout 7 or 8, 6 or 7 years ago was the real good time in the garden.  It was a real good time whenever we were there, we always had great neighbors, had a real international flavor to it which was fantastic.  So we always had a blast.  So it was fun.
So if you started in 2000, you were there when they lost the finger plots.  I’m pretty sure that it was 2001. Up on the hill.

JC: I’m getting to think that was later, or it went in stages.  Because the lady next to us, she’s really nice and been there about 2 years, she got pushed out of the thumb, when they plowed it over. So they must have done it little by little.  Oh yeah, we had so many gardens, and they were in such horrible shape. I mean, they just 9:31 kind of laugh going, all this land is worth so much to either a. a developer which you don’t want, or b. other people who really want to garden. You know, this is crazy, not to be taking care of it.  So we lost the top, and then we lost the bottom.  

Agreements in 2001, then took affect.

JC: The ones on bottom were more scary for us than the ones on the bottom because we are now really close to the line, the 800 row.  But there seems to be an alliance between the two groups that it wont go any further.  Which is cool.  

Yeah, because you are just one row away.

JC: There’s the 700 row, and then there’s the King gardens.  Its like hmm, what we thought would be safe for a thousand years has been safe for like 4 and then everybody’s coming to get us.  But I kind of figured, because we’re the oldest, as far as I know, the oldest community garden in the nation.  At least the oldest one on campus in the nation.  So there would always be someone getting their hands dirty.  It just takes reasonable thinkers to understand that this is OK, but let’s make sure we’re around in 10 or 20 years too.  I wasn’t sure that was going to happen, in the last couple years, but it seems like things have cooled down.

So what else have you noticed between the 80s and now?

JC: Oh they were never taken care of in the 80s, it was a jungle.  It was terrible.  I mean, there were volunteers that never came, there were, I don’t know if anybody got paid.  Heck, it was that way until, actually Will had really done a.  I know Will can be a handful at times, he comes from my generation which concerns some younger people, but he has really done a great job in two years. You know, its, it should be appreciated everything that he has done. Because about 3, 4, 5 years ago it was getting really horrible again too. And I guess now there’s a little bit of a money concern, and I talked to Will a little bit about that because I know something about it from being here [university housing superintendent]. Yeah, it was horrible in the old days.  You’d plow everything over, you’d start over again, there was no money, there was no, it really wasn’t thought out very well.  And I know from being here that it was somewhat thought of as a punishment to be put on that committee, if you worked on physical facilities, I think, family housing.
Which committee?

JC: The garden committee, because we in housing have a person, I think it is Jan now, who will sit in on the meetings.  Well back in the day, in the 80s and actually to the early 2000s if someone heard it was their turn on the committee, they would do like anything not to be on the committee.  It was just, pissing and moaning and nothing ever happened, and it was like, oh my god I’m using a night to be here?

I didn’t realize that you were on the committee.

JC: We’re not physical plant, housing. Yeah, Jan oversees them, you know I’ve never seen her at a meeting, I think she’s supposed to be at them meetings. But Laura Shere is the director of family housing.  And she takes, more than a fleeting interest, she takes an interest in it. Mark, who’s my equal out there, he makes sure the plumbing works, and you run the work orders through him.  Students keep it up, but the money all comes to housing, they put it into our bank account.  Yeah its good, it’s a good place to go, looks nice now.  I like what they’ve done with the mulch.  They’ve always had some sort of allegiance with Shorewood as far as I know.  The leaves, better equipment now than ever before.  I guess we’re bankrupt, so we should, you know 14:06.

We really are.

JC: But it’s really good.  And you don’t notice people, people used to hoard the equipment, you don’t see that for, you know that’s, you would never notice it except that is so much not community gardening to do that. I mean you would go by plots and people would bury different, obviously trying to hide it.  You would see people who lived in family housing, with a wheelbarrow taking it to their home.  I’m looking at them thinking, I am way to lazy to do this shit, who would do that? Wow! I mean, this is really too much.  But I think they’ve done, I think we are on the road to make it real good.

Do you have land by your house?

JC: No I live on the very near, do you know where Hoyt and Quarry park are?  About a block off of University Ave.  I live off that, and most of our homes are built like footballs so they are shaped like a football, so we have a postage stamp yard. we have a double garage, and some flag stone, I guess if we took it all down we would have enough for a garden but who wants to take their garage out for a garden? But you know I think we would even garden if we could because of the community part of it.  Its like if you do community service out at [places, high school basketball volunteer at second harvest gardens.  We’re proud of it – but it is all community.  And there is something to be said for keeping grounded a little bit.  And I think that most people who go to community gardens pretty much are that way or should be that way 16:41.  And also the food really helps.  

Its not bad.

JC: The food is, it ruins your taste buds in the winter, because people will put tomatoes in stuff or lettuce in stuff and its just nothing. You know if I get a sub, even here, I never ask for a tomato.  They’re nothing.  And we don’t can because we give it all away. All we give.  We used to put it out on the community shelf.  And they don’t have it much, they haven’t emphasized it much. Uh friends, bring it to work, give it to my brothers. I just want to grow it.  My parents, we have a daughter and her husband have 4 kids in Madison.  Whoever wants it can have it.  I gave away probably to other gardens who I knew weren’t growing any acorn squash.  I had two bushel baskets of acorn squash to other gardeners like 6 of them to other gardeners.  Do you grow acorn squash?  Here, like 30 of them know yourself out. 

And they last.

JC: Oh yeah, that’s the only squash we grow.  It’s the only one my wife really likes, I like a couple others but I don’t need them. Why are we talking like this, we wont  be able 18:13 to have it.

For a while, I know.  I can’t wait.

What kind of tomatoes do you grow?

JC: Well, we have, we usually grow about 6 or 8 different ones, we go up to Deerfield get plants form the Deerfield landscaping and garden center.  And they have different ones as they come in.  We tried heirlooms, tough to do.  They’re tough.  Wisconsin 55s, a lot.  A lot of Wisconsin’s.  Sometimes just cherry tomatoes, something to eat while you’re out there.  But they go crazy, they’re the plant from hell they grow so many you just can’t keep up with them.

I had one, and it was just too much.

JC: Beefstake tomatoes, good on hamburgers and stuff.  Mostly bigger, beefstakes, Wisconsin 55s, young something , you get it in July.  They’re not bad.  Whatever they have out there, we just smile and say let’s go with the yellow tomatoes, let’s see what they look like.

Did, in the 80s were there organic sections?

JC: Oh well always have tried, not officially, because officially according to the government, you have to do it I think 3 or 5 years, and be registered.  Never did that.  But we have never used miracle gro, or anything like that.  I’ve seen it some, I don’t think you’re supposed to use it, but I’ve seen like huge bags of miracle gro dirt out there, so somebody’s doing it.  I have used, to keep the ground squirrels away from our tomatoes, if they would eat the whole thing I wouldn’t mind.  But they take a little bit and ruin it.  I would put them out on a plate for you, but come on.  I went to a place on the far west side Jones or something.  It was organic, but it was  garlic mixture in a spray bottle and I OK’d it.  Fortunately a person on the committee worked there, and it worked until it rained and then it was gone [21:09].  You could use a spray bottle week if you wanted to, but it was pretty expensive, 8 bucks 9 bucks so, the idea also really financially doesn’t weigh perfectly.

Mice or moles came and ate the top of my beets.

JC: Yeah, we actually have a really good luck with carrots which isn’t always the case, the ground is clayey, not enough sand in it, but ground squirrels, moles, gophers, whatever you want to call them, they’re up there and there are so many holes.  And I’ve seen people try to plug them and I just smile.  They’ll have two more tunnels by tomorrow. That’s not stopping anybody.

So what more do you know about the university relationship?

JC: They left us alone.  Everyone, that land was like virgin land.  The 8-0s and the 90s was not a time of growth on the university campus.  I bet there was not a building built on campus.  No one was looking for land, developers didn’t exist.  Somewhere about 12 years ago, I don’t know if it is because of the TIFF money, tax incentive if you build, like Lucky’s they would never do that if it weren’t tax free.  And when  Chancellor Wiley was here, it was called, either officially or unofficially, the billion dollar mile, and it was from regent to the lake, one billion dollars were going to be built in the next ten years.  And in housing we’ve had about 1 million of them (dorms, food service, etc).  So, probably we’ll be close to a billion, but that was during the 2000, in different, whoever was head of different departments came a knocking because they saw the west side and our beautiful big secret.  You know, somebody discovered.  OK, now we’ll see.  And there was a lot of internal arguing when I first, there was a lot of people not getting along.  Oh yeah, in the garden committee.  It never really affected the gardens just the committee.  And then, the last couple years, let’s be honest they’re real rude.  What people can say on email is rude, its bravado, but other people can get those emails and its real rude.  And there are departments that are around that would love to see the internal fighting in the garden committee because if the kind garden or the prairie could move over a bit, hey they’ll move over a bit.  So it’s not dog eat dog, but if they see we’re not doing things, things happen so be careful what you put on an email, its like quit this, don’t let people know we’re fighting among ourselves.  So that’s pretty much the 80s and 90s the growth in campus was in there, and 2000.  Campus has expanded.
Charter.

JC: The one down here, Walnut street.  That took about 9-190 years to get finished.  

JC: Co generation, I don’t think it’s nuclear, a step below it.  And I guess the one on charter street is going all wood.  And I laugh when I heard it, there will be trains  24/7, subsidized by natural gas.  All the prices will go sky high. Because its clean, but expensive. Amazing, people = geniuses, so quiet.  Its just clean. Built that knowing campus will expand, and it has.  [Discovery building, humanity building.  The new one was on park and Dayton. Plans change a lot.  But they are buying property, brothers street in local papers. Do you know Howard Shunck? Married, gone a long time. Mark up there now, but hands off manager.  Does it with a smile. Other names that I could talk to?  No, we learn our first names only.  I would know Will on the street. And Tomas, he was from Pakistan.  He was a gas.  Every Friday he would be waiting for us.  First summer, maybe second summer.  We’d go out on Friday with beer, he was Muslim and wanted to try it. Oh that’s my wife – took my water gave me the beer.  Please don’t tell.  We ruined this guys life, we gave him a beer! People got jobs.  So many abandoned gardens, by July one and you can see how many are abandoned.  If somehow those people could tell the committee, that way it wouldn’t look, because everything looks so good until midjuly, things just rotting away.  Find out if these gardens are abandoned.  Gladly put in work to pick and donate to St. Lukes.  That’s the tough part. Bank account will work out.  As far as the waiting list goes, the sky is falling, but it wasn’t.  I realized that the students were late and complaining, everyone who wanted a plot had a plot.  And there were still several that could divide.  You’re not going to have that many more people than we have now.  So hopefully that will be taken care of.  Make it worthy their while to come to us, let us know.  Someone volunteering could do that.  We give the extra money so we don’t volunteer, because that’s left over from when I started, the volunteering was just crap. No one came no one did anything, no leadership. I would think between Sue and I and our daughter we put in volunteer work and pick things up, weed whack, and don’t care, Will has seen me doing that.  Well, that’s part of the community thing, you just pick up.  If someone didn’t pick it up, you pick it up! Unfortunately we could do that every third day and get a barrow full of crap.  You’re going to leave in July and leave your garden?
NO way!

JC: Have you always gardened?  
Yes, with my family.  With my mom and then one garden before this on my own. 

JC: A lot of work?

Yeah, but I don’t think of it as work. 

JC: Well, to me it’s solitude, no cell phone, no nothing.  Take the chairs, take the papers, sit in the sun, we do the work just relax.  Occasionally we take the dog.  Like I said I coach and nobody can get ahold of us.  Joe, I’ve been trying to get ahold of you.  I know, that’s why I didn’t answer the phone.  Yes, must go interview a new locksmith.
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