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Fourth Interview Session* (October 8, 2012): Digital File
*This is the fourth interview session with Lewis Ritcherson, but the material it covers is the first chronologically.

00:00:00	Start of Interview/Interviewer’s Introduction

00:00:09	No question: Interviewer explains that this interview is a reconstruction of an interview originally conducted on September 21, 2012 that was lost due to technical difficulties.

00:00:40	Question: Please spell your name and talk about your childhood? Answer: Lewis Ritcherson (LR) was born in Houston, Texas and grew up in Waco, Texas. LR talked about going to school and his youth in Waco, particularly his memories of playing sports. He recalled learning about football while watching film with his father Lewis Ritcherson, Sr., the head football coach at A.J. Moore High School in Waco.  He talked about his early years of playing football in Waco and recalled practicing throwing a football in his backyard and at school.

00:06:38	Question: You became the starting quarterback at Moore High School during your sophomore season? Answer: LR explained that during his sophomore season, he became the starting quarterback after coaches and players went to his father, the head coach, and suggested that LR became the starter. He was then the starting quarterback during his junior and senior years. He talked about winning the state championship by beating Houston’s Jack Yates High School 16-14 in the title game, when his team kicked a dramatic field goal late in the game. He recalled the coaches celebrating after the game was over.

00:12:14	No question: LR talked about various awards he won during his high school career, including being named to High School All-American teams chosen by Parade magazine, Scholastic Coach magazine and Prep All-America. He recalled that many of his teammates also won awards and garnered recognition.  

00:14:11	Question: Do you get the sense that it was unusual for athletes from all-black high schools to win such national recognition? Answer: LR was not sure, but he recalled that in Waco, the local press did not cover Moore High School very much.  He said that he and one of his teammates were the first African-American players named to the honorary All-Central Texas Team.

00:16:07	Question: Jim Brown spoke at the team banquet honoring the championship? Answer: LR said that Bill Glass at Baylor helped to arranged Jim Brown’s visit, and he remembered that it was held in the local Coliseum, because of the large number of people who wanted to attend. He recalled that his father received a car at the banquet; the assistant coaches received televisions; and the players received gold football medals.

00:19:14	Question: Did you play other sports in high school? Answer: LR played junior varsity basketball and ran track. He recalled that he wanted to play baseball, but his father told him that he should run track to stay in shape for football. He talked about riding his bicycle for transportation during his years in high school.

00:22:15	Question: Did you have any favorite subjects in high school? Answer: LR remembered liking reading, writing, and science subjects.  He talked about the teachers at Moore High School and the encouragement from his parents that developed good study habits that stuck with him throughout his academic career, including at the University of Wisconsin, where he graduated in four years. At UW, he recalled that originally his coaches helped the players pick classes, but that after his first year, he went to his academic advisor to help him choose courses so he could stay on track to graduate in four years.

00:28:57	Question: You were heavily recruited coming out of high school? Answer: LR remembered being contacted by at least 50 different schools and he talked about visiting Southern Methodist University (SMU)  and Baylor University, which had both just started recruiting African-American players.  He talked about Jerry LeVias at SMU  and John Westbrook at Baylor and about LeVias trying to convince LR to join him at SMU. He recalled seriously considering attending one of these schools.  He also visited Washington, UCLA, Wisconsin, and Ohio University. He talked about being most interested in UCLA. In response to a question, LR explained that he liked the idea of playing in California; liked the UCLA offense; liked Gary Beban at quarterback; and liked Coach Tommy Prothro. He also explained that some of his former high school classmates lived in Los Angeles. He thought that he would probably have attended UCLA if he had not gone to Wisconsin. He talked some more about his recruiting experiences, including visiting several schools with Tony Smith, the brother of Bubba Smith.

00:35:45	Question: Who was responsible for recruiting you to Wisconsin? Answer: LR thought it was Deral Teteak, who took the lead for recruiting him under Coach Milt Bruhn. After UW hired his father as an assistant coach, LR’s mother encouraged him to go to Wisconsin and to not break up the family.

00:37:00	Question: Was there an active civil rights movement in Waco when you were there; and did you take part in it? Answer: LR remembered that it seemed different in Waco without the fire-hoses and dogs like they had in Mississippi or Alabama. He said that convenience stores and lunch counters integrated first; and LR thought that the power structure in Waco did not want turmoil in town; but he still thought it was a struggle at each step.  LR thought the movement was just really beginning in the mid-1960s when he left.  He thought that, compared to other places, there were not as many problems, but certainly a lot of resentment.

0:39:20	Question: You came to Madison in 1966, what was your transition like? Answer: LR recalled that it was the first time he had been around a lot of white people, and he remembered wondering how he would fit in academically, especially considering the sub-standard books that had been available at his high school. He felt that his good study habits and a fear of failing helped him manage the academics.  He discussed his interactions with faculty members, and talked about the small size of the African-American community at UW and in Madison.

00:43:46	Question: Did you live in the dorms during your college career? Answer: LR lived in the dorms during his first year, and he talked about his roommate David Goldfarb, whom he hasn’t seen since. He recalled that the transition got easier every year as more black students came to UW. He talked about the perception that some white students had of African-Americans based on what they had seen on television, but he did not recall any turmoil or violence beyond disagreements.

00:45:56	Question: How was your year on the freshman football team in 1966? Answer: LR remembered that it went very well. The team went undefeated and he won the MVP award. He remembered that there were a lot of good athletes, particularly from Chicago and Texas on that team. He remembered that most of the white players had not played with many black athletes before, just like the black players had not played with many with athletes before, but he thought they got along and came together as a team. He remembered that it was tough being on a good freshman team and then moving on up to the varsity where everything seemed to go wrong. He noted that it was sometimes difficult for players going through a coaching change, because the new coaches had not recruited the players on the team and might have different expectations or plans.

00:47:49	Question: Can you talk about the Spring game in 1967? Answer: He recalled that the UW made a coaching change after the end of the 1966 season, firing Head Coach Milt Bruhn and hiring Coach John Coatta, who brought in a mostly new staff, some of whom had not coached beyond high school before.  During spring practices, he remembered that the team traveled around the state to play scrimmages in various cities and he thought he played well at quarterback. During these practices, the quarterbacks had shared time, and he was excited for the spring game. During the game, however, the quarterbacks didn’t share time, and he kept waiting to go in the game.  LR recalled not feeling good by the third quarter and he started to wonder if this was how things were going to be. He finally played late in the fourth quarter and completed a long pass, and he scored a touchdown on an option play for his team’s only score.  He remembered being upset after the game. 

00:52:47	No question: He recalled that Coach Coatta asked him to switch positions, and he reluctantly agreed to play wide receiver during his sophomore season; and then, for his junior year, they moved him back to quarterback. He talked about his first game as a starter at Arizona State in 1968 during which he was pulled early in the game after an interception.  He talked about another game in which his replacement threw seven interceptions [6 interceptions against the University of Washington], but he still did not get put in the game. He talked about another game against the University of Michigan during which he entered the game after an injury to the starting quarterback, recorded several long runs, and then was again taken out.

00:57:16	No Question: LR talked about not understanding why he didn’t receive more opportunities after throwing an interception at Arizona State.  He recalled a long “not pleasant” conversation with Coach Coatta near the end of the 1968 season after which he knew he wouldn’t be playing much in the future. He recalled an incident in which his father walked in on a meeting at which the other coaches seemed to be discussing some of the problems on the team. During his senior year, the coaches opted to start a sophomore quarterback to let him gain experience, a move, LR noted, they had decided against when LR was a sophomore.  He remembered several players who switched to defense to get playing time, but he did not want to make that change when the coaches asked him. 

01:02:10	End of Fourth Interview Session

Second Interview Session (September 28, 2012): Digital File

00:00:00	Start of Interview/Interviewer’s Introduction

00:00:20	Question: Can you talk about the academics and the classes you took at UW? Answer: LR talked about going to his academic advisor rather than his coaches to pick classes. He majored in Physical Education and especially liked the science and physiology classes he took. In response to a question, he remembered not being interested in the "easy" classes, because he wanted to stay on track to graduate in four years - a goal he eventually accomplished.

00:06:08 	Question: Any memories of the student protests of the 1960s? Answer: LR talked about walking by the Dow Riot in 1967 on his way to football practice. He and several teammates got hit by teargas and ran to the Field House while rubbing their eyes, which he later learned was not the right thing to do.  After that, he recalled changing the route he would take to practice to avoid the protests. He talked about the National Guard and the police presence on campus.

00:10:43	Question: Do you have any memories of the Black Student Strike in 1969? Answer: LR recalled supporting the objectives of the Black Strike and participating in many of the activities. He talked about the march on State Street after Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated.  He recalled being pleased that the protests helped bring about the Afro-American Studies Department and the Afro-American Student Center, as well as, the five-year program for minority students.

00:15:44	Question: Did student activists look to you for leadership because of your status as an athlete? Answer: LR felt that the answer to this was "yes and no." There were some differences of opinion. In particular, he thought it was important to keep attending classes, but he understood the perspective of other student activists and he felt they respected his ideas. He felt that most of his leadership happened on the athletics side. He recalled one controversy when the coaching staff wanted all the players to shave off their mustaches. The African-American players conspired to cut off their mustaches before one practice to "mess with" the coaches, and, afterwards, grew them back. The players also protested positional stacking, whereby the coaching staff would direct all the black players to certain positions. He felt their protests of stacking never succeeded, because the coaches were set in their ways.

00:19:59	Question: Between the off-field issues and the team's poor performance, 1968 was a tough year? Answer: LR agreed that the problems came to a head during the 1968 season. In response to a question, he felt that most of the black players on the team though they had legitimate grievances. In addition, to the problem of stacking, he recalled that coaches were less forgiving of mistakes by African-American players and yelled more often at black players.  He thought that many of the coaches had not previously had a lot of experience dealing with African-American athletes, which made things worse. He recall that there was a "definite division" in the locker room, and he did not recall much togetherness and camaraderie between the black players and the white players. LR said that a lot of the white players were sympathetic, but they did not want to jeopardize their own positions. He recalled that the black players did not expect vocal support from the white players, and he understood their attitude. He felt that it was a bad atmosphere, and he sometimes hated going to practice.

00:24:45	No question: LR remembered that the Big Ten's history of African-American athletes and black quarterbacks had helped convince him not to attend UCLA. He talked about growing up in a segregated situation and moving to Madison and the differences between race relations in the North and the South.  He recalled that, in the South, people would "tell you to your face," but that, in Madison, things were more subtle. Before coming to Wisconsin, he remembered thinking that white people in the North were better than white people in the South, and he was surprised to find out that that was not necessarily true. He recalled that many UW students had had little previous experience with African-Americans and did not really know how to react. He recalled some white students not wanting to sit next to or study with black students. LR said that he had not been too bothered by those things once he figured out he was just as smart as his classmates. 

00:27:55	No question: LR recalled again that the football coaches were not used to coaching African-Americans, and he felt they did not like be questioned. He remembered being frustrated that the coaches would not answer his questions or give him explanations for the things they did. He felt that sometimes he thought the coaches were hoping he would fail since that would justify his lack of playing time.

00:31:10	Question: During your junior season in 1968, what types of things did the African-American players do to make their grievances known? Answer: LR said that they did not go to the newspapers and that they tried to deal with everything in house.

00:32:17	Question: Before the last home game of the 1968 season against Minnesota, the black players considered boycotting that game? Answer: LR did not specifically remember that incident, but he thought that things had gotten so bad that they might have considered it. He talked about the delicate position that his father - Coach Lewis H. Ritcherson - was in trying to mediate between the coaches and the players. LR recalled that some of the black players felt that Coach Ritcherson was not completely with them, and they wondered why he did not do more. He discussed the five-year contract that his father had signed when he came to Madison that made him one of the few coaches from Coach Milt Bruhn's staff to stay on with Coach John Coatta. LR said that he probably did not realize at the time, how bad his father's situation was. He recalled that his father was "relieved" when he moved on to Bascom Hill from the athletic department.

00:39:27	Question: At the end of the 1968 season, many of the African-American players boycotted the team banquet, do you have any memories of that? Answer: LR talked about their decision to boycott the banquets, because it was not a mandatory activity, and they would not put their scholarships at risk.

00:41:32	Question: Any memories of the decision-making process? Answer: LR thought they probably had a meeting beforehand. He did not remember who came up with the idea, and they all thought it was a good course of action.  In response to a question, he felt that the boycott helped raise awareness of the problems, and he also thought it alerted the coaches that they were serious about fixing the problems. He recalled that at the end of the 1968 season, he had a long talk with Coach Coatta about the situation, but the Coach did not believe what he said.  LR felt that Coach Coatta's decisions might have kept him from getting the chance to play professional football. He talked about playing three years of semi-pro football with the Madison Mustangs and being gratified when the Dallas Cowboys inquired about a possible tryout. 

00:47:58	Question: The Athletic Department hired psychologist Maxie Maultsby to work with the team to try to improve the situation? Answer: LR remembered him very well and recalled that they all thought he was "kind of crazy." Maultsby encouraged the players to visualize themselves succeeding and to think everything through. He thought that many players did not completely trust Maultsby, because they were not sure why he was really there. LR still remembered a lot of what Maultsby had taught, particularly about the mental imaging.

00:51:35	Question: Did you find any supportive people in the Athletic Department? Answer: LR thought that there was a lot of tension until his group of players left. He felt that things probably got better under Coach John Jardine and then under Coach Dave McClain.

00:53:22	Question: In 1969, your Dad gave a speech to the UW-La Crosse Black Forum, and you went along several newspapers wrote that: "Ritcherson… a senior quarterback at Wisconsin… said he saw no chance for an improvement in the rapport between black players and white coaches." Any idea how long it took for things to improve? Answer: LR did not really pay attention to the football team after he left. He was busy working and playing semi-pro football and was completely "divorced" from it. He thought that after Coach Coatta left and that after his group of black players graduated, the culture improved. He explained that, in 1969, he saw little hope for improvements with Coach Coatta and his staff.

00:57:30	Question: Did you have communication or contact with African-American athletes at other schools, who were experiencing similar problems? Answer: LR did not remember communicating with black athletes at other schools. He felt that Michigan State, for example, did not have many of these types of problems, because Coach Duffy Daughtery had been there for many years and had a long history of playing black players. He also observed that winning solves lots of problems.

00:59:27	Question: You have better memories of Coach Milt Bruhn than Coach John Coatta? Answer: LR said that Coach Bruhn had recruited him and that makes a difference, because new staffs usually want their own people. He talked about Lucius Blair, an African-American linebacker from Texas, who returned to Madison late for fall practice during Coach Coatta's first season. Coatta kicked Blair off the team, which surprised LR and many of his teammates.

01:03:35	Question: Looking back, do you think your difficult experiences were worth it? Answer: LR thought that everything you go through makes your stronger. He thought that his experiences at UW opened his eyes and made him aware of what was going on. He realized that life was not fair and that people have their own problems. He felt that it had been worth it in the long run, but that, in the short tun, he remembered wishing he had gone some place else. He graduated in four years which satisfied him, and he thought his time in Madison made him a better person and made him appreciate his father more. Overall, LR said: "it was worth it, but if I had to do it all over again, I would say no."

01:06:35	Question: It's important to preserve these memories of the second wave of integration that happened in the 1960?. Answer: LR thought that in some small ways, his stubbornness of not wanting to change positions contributed a little bit to the proliferation of African-American quarterbacks in recent years. In response to a question, he said that he had only been to one football game at UW since he graduated.

01:11:20	Question: Are you in touch with a lot of players from those teams? Answer: LR did not think he has seen any of the white players. He remembered talking to a few of the black players, but, since he graduated in four years, he moved on and lost touch with many of them.

01:12:24	Question Any final thoughts? Answer: LR had one "surprising story." He remembered seeing Coach Coatta at a coaching convention in Minnesota or in Wisconsin during the 1970s. Coach Coatta came up to LR and apologized to him, saying "I'm sorry; I'm sorry I didn't play you more." LR remembered being stunned, and he did not remember how he responded.  He observed that today, he would have told Coach Coatta, "Ok, I forgive you," but, at the time, it was still too recent, and he did not recall what he said. He remembered that his father was also surprised to hear the story and that he "could not believe it."

01:15:42 	End of Second Interview Session

 Third Interview Session (October 1, 2012): Digital File

00:00:00	Start of Interview/Interviewer’s Introduction

00:00:20	Question: Any memories of meeting with the Athletic Board during the 1968 season? Answer: LR thought that he and teammate Mel Reddick and a few other representatives met with the Athletic Board, and he felt that they listened to the players and did what they could do to increase sensitivity and to repair some of the damage that had been done by the boycott of the team banquet. LR re-iterated that he did not think the situation improved very much until after his group left and after the coaching staff changed. He wondered how much the Athletic Board knew of the situation beforehand.

00:04:54	Question: Track star Ray Arrington was the student representative on the Athletic Board, do you remember him taking an active role? Answer: LR remembered Ray Arrington as a very vocal person who participated in the protests and boycotts and the black student strike. He briefly recounted Arrington and Mel Reddick's athletic successes. He thought that the Athletic Board probably listened to Arrington, but LR was not sure how much power he actually had and felt that Arrington was probably in a  difficult position similar to his father's

00:07:05	Question: Do you remember other football players who were active and took leadership roles? Answer: LR thought that John Smith, John Borders, Carl Winfrey, Ted Jefferson, and Mel Reddick were among the most vocal leaders. In response to a question, he thought that these players were among the organizers and helped to keep everybody connected. LR emphasized that the black players always were sure to act a group, so that no one player could be singled out for retribution.

00:10:05	Question: You graduated in 1970 and worked in admissions? Answer: LR said that he got a job as an admissions counselor, and he learned a lot about the university and met a lot of new people through the job. He thought it was a very interesting experience but that it required a lot of desk work, which encouraged to play football again with the Madison Mustangs. He also talked about handling the applications for the five-year program - directed by James E. Baugh -  that targeted minority students, and he recalled that he chaired a committee on equal opportunity in undergraduate education.

00:14:50	Question: Working on issues of equal opportunity and affirmative action during the early 1970s, did you get the sense that most departments were willing to work with you or did some departments seem resistant? Answer: LR thought that most people were willing to work with the program. Director Jim Baugh got many professors and administrators on board, and, as more students came, they were able to offer more support services. In response to a question, he noted that he did not have much difficulty attracting students from Milwaukee or Chicago to Madison, unless they were interested in going to a small school. Overall, he thought people were supportive, and he observed that the people who not inclined to be supportive had to cooperate because the program had a mandate from the chancellor.  He talked about some of the details of the admissions process for the program.

00:21:31	Question: Were you ever conflicted about encouraging other minority students to come to UW after your experiences? Answer: LR thought that he was able to separate his experiences in the Athletic department, and he thought he had gotten a good education. He noted that not everyone succeeded in the five-year program, but they wanted give people opportunities.

00:23:41	No question: LR remembered that there were some white students and professors who did not necessarily want African-Americans around. He recalled that when he arrived on campus he was told that there were 200 black students on campus, but he remembered wondering, "where are they," because he tended to only see the athletes. He noted that many of the African-American students on campus at that time were graduate students. He said that black students from inner cities or from segregated areas did not always know how to react to white students, and the white students also did not know how to react. He recalled some minor conflicts and misunderstandings in the dorms, and remarked that it was obvious that some white students had preconceived notions. In terms of getting an education, though, LR observed that he would not have traded it.

00:27:54	Question: Any memories of the Sterling Hall bombing in August of 1970? Answer: LR was living off campus, and he remembered hearing the "boom" in the night and not knowing what it was. He recalled the chaos on campus when he got there the next morning, and he remembered that it was "scary," because nobody knew if other buildings would be targeted. He thought that you had to be there to feel the tension in the air.

00:33:33	Question: How did you end up in River Falls? Answer: LR explained how Chancellor George Field recruited him to UW-River Falls as the Director of the Minority Services Office and as an assistant football coach. He talked about doing a little of everything to help his students navigate their programs.

00:38:10	Question: What was it like being in River Falls after being in Waco and Madison? Answer: LR felt that some of the residents of River Falls were not as used to African-Americans as people in Madison had been. He remembered only one black family in town when he moved there.  LR talked about his interactions with the students and remembered he would often have some of the black students over to his house to give them a place to get away. He said that many of his students would head to the Twin Cities to socialize, and he thought that River Falls was isolated. 

00:42:44	Question: Was there tension between the black athletes and the rest of the student body? Answer: LR recalled that there were some problems in the dorms, but that, for the most part, there were not any troubles like he had experienced in Madison. The head coach at River Fall - Mike Farley - was sensitive to those issues and had coached black athletes before. LR talked about his introduction to coaching and about learning the wishbone offense under Coach Farley.

00:47:45	Question: Were did you go after River Falls? Answer: LR became an assistant coach at Texas Southern through his connections at Oklahoma University where he had attended coaching clinics about the wishbone offense.  Former Oklahoma assistant Wendell Mosely was hired as the head coach at Texas Southern, and LR joined the staff soon after. LR completed his master's degree while coaching at Texas Southern and also worked as the Assistant Dean of Students. He remembered that working in the Dean's Office helped out the football team, because he was able to keep tabs on his players. He remembered coaching in the Astrodome and playing against Doug Williams, when he was the quarterback for Grambling.

00:58:00	No question: After Texas Southern, LR was as assistant coach at Houston's  Smiley High School and then he became the head coach at Polytechnic High School in Ft. Worth. He explained that the football program was not doing well when he got there, but he was able to turn it around and lead the team to the playoffs several years later. He remembered that the local community was in rough shape and that it was hard to keep players on the team from season to season. In response to a question, he said that he also taught freshman Health, which helped him get acquainted with all the students.

01:06:06	No question: LR retired from teaching in 1994 to work full-time with the DJ business he started with his son. He explained that he began DJing during his teaching career and then realized he could make money off of it. He talked about the different types of events he played and the different types of music his clients requested.

01:10:14	Question: Do you make it back to Wisconsin often? Answer: LR said that he tired to visit his parents who live in Madison once or twice a year.

01:11:08	Question: Final Thoughts Answer: LR talked about the volunteer work he does with children in Texas. He works as a mentor and helps teachers and parents deal with their children. He also explained that he often works as DJ for free or for discount rates for the Boys Club and similar organizations. He was happy that he was at a time in his life when he could do what he wanted to do.

[bookmark: _GoBack]01:15:03	End of Third Interview Session
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