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Background; Hodag House; Leisure time; Anti-Semitism; Robert M. Bock.

Tape 1/Side 1

00:00:10	RE grew up in rural Wisconsin during the Depression. Children from farm families rarely went on to college, especially boys, who often quit schooling after ninth grade to help on the family farm. RE first thought of attending college after taking a night course through the UW Extension in Racine.

00:04:09	Her first year at UW was funded by savings and insurance money she received after a car accident. She had no intention of graduating from UW.

00:04:50	RE lived in Hodag House, which at the time was part of the Badger Club, comprised of four adjacent houses.  It was located where the Elvehjem Museum now stands. The house fellow was a funny, eccentric woman who dyed her hair to match her clothes. The women of Hodag House would often sneak out after curfew down the fire escape and have dinner at the Italian restaurant across the street.  They also spent a good deal of time drinking beer, smoking cigarettes and playing cards in the dorm, though many of these activities were against university policy.

00:08:54	RE worked part-time for John Williams, a physical chemistry professor. One summer she worked typing a manuscript for Williams. She remembers this time as fun: picnicking, partying, and drinking beer.

00:11:30	Two favorite and inexpensive places to eat were Rennebohm's Drugstore and the Hasty Tasty.

00:12:22	RE discusses the first chemistry class she took. She credits her TA with encouraging her to become a chemistry major. She did not receive adequate academic guidance at UW.
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00:14:00	Leisure time was spent drinking beer or hitch-hiking to the stables with her friend.  Hitch-hiking was a common mode of transportation in the 1940s. RE also attended services at Pres House, the campus Presbyterian chapel. It was at UW that she first truly thought about the meaning of religion.

00:15:19	Despite the UW football team's losing streak, the games were fun because of the great half-time band performances.

00:16:32	Anti-Semitism affected some of her friends who were dating Jewish students.  Some nightclubs would not admit Jewish students.

00:17:10	Many chemistry majors were veterans. One of her favorite fellow students was Robert M. Bock, also known as Herman.  He later became the Dean of the UW Graduate School. During her undergraduate years, RE met and married a fellow chemistry student.

00:18:50	After graduation, RE worked at Brown University where she was exposed to the advantages of attending a smaller university or college.  She believes that it is better to attend graduate school at larger schools like UW.

00:19:40	RE believes UW provided a good environment during the post-Depression era of the 1940s.

00:20:09	End of side. End of tape.
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