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I. Introduction 

To quote a remark once mado by Sir Thomas Holdich, 

"The cost of geographical ignorance is immeasurable." 

Xistory has shown that geographical ignorance in the twentieth 

century is a crime, and the bill is paid for not with dollars 

but with tears and wlth the life blood of youth on battle- 

fields all over the world. 

It is the author's purpose in this paper to examine 

the importanoo of understanding geography in connection wlth 

international relations. An attempt will be made to discuss 

the basic elementa of political geography and geopolitics 

as well as the rblationship between the two. The political 

geography of Germany after Uorld War I'will be examined bs 

will the ideas of the German Geopolitik. An attempt will be 

made to relate these things to the policies of the Third 

Reich. The idea of Lebensraum, or living space, will be 

discussad as a motive for the territorial expansion of 

Germany. The contributions of Haushofer, KJellen, Ratzel, .' 

dackinder, and Hitler shall be included. The paper is 

limited in soope to a disoussion of geopolitics in Germany; 

no mention ia made of the geopolitics of Russia, England, 

and Americae 



11. Historical Development 

Since the conception of the first state there has 

been n direct relationship between man's practical and military 

maneuvers on the one hand and the factors of geography favor- 

ing or handicapping him on the othea. "Geographyt1 comes 

from n Greek word meaning literally "description of the earth." 

But geography is concerned with man as well as the earth 

alone, and with relationships and analysis as well as wich 

description. The geographer analyzes the physical world ana 

examines relations between places in order to throw iight on 

the pattern and nature of human society. He  investigate^. 

the interrelationship which exists between man and his physioal 

environment. He examines regional differences, attempts to 

account for them, picks out regional patterns, and tries to 

draw regional lines and to discern regional relationships. 

The geographer ooncentrates this study of the earth and its 

spatinl framework, or the pattern of distribution of things 
\ % a  

on the earth's surfaoe, toward a better understanding ol' the 

human world. He sets man in the framework of the earth wnich 

he inhabits. 

The recognition of the geographical factor in history 

and politics has its roots deep in the historical past. ., .. 
Greeks such as Herodotus, Plato, and Strabo raised questions 

concerning the interaction between the society and the 

geography of an area. Plato was intrigued by the relationship 

! 



of a s t a t e  t o  i t s  a r e a .  A r i s t o t l e  w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  

s t a t e  and i t s  phys loa l  environment. Among t h e  Romans,Jul ius  

Caesar s t a n d s  ou t  f o r  h i s  e a r l y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  I n  h i s  

w r i t i n g  of G a l l i c  Wars he  combines p o l i t i c a l  geography and 

h i s t o r y  which i n d i c a t e s  h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  

imposed by t h e  n a t u r a l  environment upon h i s  conquests .  The 

cognizance of t h e  importance of t h e  geographio f a c t o r  i s  

o f t e n  c i t e d  as t h e  reason  f o r  Caesar's suocese fu l  expansion 

of t h e  Roman s t a t e .  Caesar never  went beyond t h e  l i m i t s  

imposed by geography bu t  conquered a compact a r e a  bounded by 

s t r o n g  f r o n f i e r s .  While Alexander was s topped j u s t  w i t h i n  

t h e  gateway t o  I n d i a  and Napoleon was s t a r v e d  o u t  a t  Moscow 

because t h e y  overlooked t h e  geographio f a c t o r  of space 

( l o n g  l i n e s  of supply)  I n  t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  t o  conquer Gne 

world, Caesar  suooeeded by r e t r e a t i n g  Of h i s  own w i l l  from 

those  a r e a s  where geography seemed t o  i n d i o a t e  t h a t  such a 

cause w a s  b e s t I 1  

I t  w a s  t h e  Germans many y e a r s  ' l a t e r  who f i r s t  recognized 

political geography as a s e p a r a t e  d i s c i p l i n e .  It was Immanual 

%an t  du r ing  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry  who won t h e  t i t l e  " f a t n e r  

of p o l i t i c a l  geography." Kant ' s  i d e a s  found few adhe ren t s  1 
I 

o u t s i d e  of C e n t r a l  Europe and Germany. However, among h i s  1 
countrymen t h e r e  a r o s e  a number of f o l l o w e r s  whose c o n t r i b u t i o n s  .:/ 
a r e  noteworthy i n  one way o r  another .  Among t h e s e  were 

l ~ u c i l l e ,  Car l son ,  Geograpaphy and World P o l i t i c ?  
(Englewood C l i f f s ,  New J e r s e y :  P r e n t i o e  Hall, Ino. ,  195i-1, 
P *  13. 

i 
I 



F r i e d r i c h  L i s t ,  ::nrl R l t t e r ,  Alexander Von Nietzche ., and 

F r i e d r i c h  Ratzo i .  R a t z e l  pUbl.ished t h e  f i r s t  methodical  

t r e a t i s e  on p o l i t i c a l  geography and s o  became t h e  a c t u a l  

o r i g l n n t o r  of  t h a t  branch of t h e . d i s c i p l i n e .  The s tudy of 

po l i . ' , ca l  geography L s  concerned wi th  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  of 

geographica l  a r e a  and political p roces s ;  i t  i s  t h a  s tudy of 

t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and space r e l a t i o n s  of p o l i s i c a l  

p rocess .  I t s  a t t e n t i o n  c e n t e r s  on t h e  p a r t  of t ho  e . r t . .  

occu i~ icd  by a g iven  p o l i t i c a l  systeza, subsystem, 0.r s y s t -  , .  

A s  a p a r t  of geography, t h e n ,  p o l i t i c a l  geography ~ c a i s  

wi th  :nnnqs r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  e a r t h ,  encompassini;: aspeL:b 

of such p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e s  as t n e  s t u d i e s  of  c l imacd,  landforms,  

and s o i l s .  A t  t h e  l e v e l  ol thu s t a t e ,  ~ o l i t i c a l  geography 

desc2 ibes  and s n a l y z e s  tne phys i ca l  a s p e c t s  of t h e  a r e a ,  t k e  

degree  o f  p o l i t i c a l  homogeneity of t h e  s t a t e ,  and t h e  s t a t e ' ;  

e x t e r n a l  r e l a t i o n s .  P o l i t i c a l  geography i s  r e l a t e u  t o  t h e  

b r o i ; ~  f i e l d  of power p o l i t i c s ,  and a few have concentra te ; .  on 

t h i s  a s p e c t  i n  terms of t h e  n a t i o n a l  s e l f - i n t e r e s t  01% a 

p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t e .  

111. P o l i t i c a l  Geogr-phy Versus G e o p o l i t i c s  

The most extreme exponents of power p o l i t i c s w e r e  t h u  

f o l i o j ? e r s  of  t h e  German ~ c h o o l  of  g e o p o l i t i c s  who pe rve r t ed  

p o l i v i c a l  geography i n t o  a t o o l  of  Nazi po l i cy .  I n  t h e  words 

of Kar l  Haushofer,  t t P o l i t i c a l  geography views t h o  s t a t e  'rom 

t h e  s t andpo in t  of space ,  while g e o p o l i t i c s  views space -om 



the standpoint of the state.*12 In other words political 
, , 

! geography is a descriptive and analytical science dealing with; ' ,  
8 : 
, . 

spatial relations, boundaries, resources, and other aspects * ! j 
. , 
, < 

of the political area. Geopolitics treats the same general . I 
, , 

, 

subject material but approaches it from the point of view of 

national self-interest. "Geopolitik," according to Haushofer, I 

"is a dynamio science. Political geography is static and 

descriptive; it describes and explains a condition. Geopolitik 

probes the'dynamics of world political change; it vivifies 

space.1'3 A definition of geopolitics worked out by the editors 

of Zietschift fucr Geopolitik may be said to include the views 

of both Kjellen and Haushofer, who were so important in ils 

development. "Geopolitik is the science dealing with the 

dependence of political events upon the soil. It is based 

upon the broad foundations of geography, especially pollcical 

geography, which is the doctrine of political organisms of 

space and their stru~ture..~Geopolitik aims to furnish '?.a 

armature for political action and guidance in political 

iife...Geopolitik must come to be the geographical conscience 

of the state. 114 

2 ~ .  Etzel Pearcy, World f'olitical Gco~raphy (New ::~rk: 
NcGraw Hill Co., 19621, p. 5 . .. 

3~obert Strauz-Hupe, Geopolitics (New York8 G. > -  
Putmen's Sons, 19421, p. 52. 

4~ucille Carlson, Geography and World Politics 
(Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentic Hall, Inc., 19581, 



Richard Hartshorne,  an  American geographer ,  has  

concluded t h a t ,  " g e o p o l i t i c s  r ep re sen ted  simply t h e  a p p l l c a -  

t i o n  of t h e  ltnorrledge and techniques  of p o l i t i c a l  geography 

t o  t h e  problems of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s . " 5  ' According t o  

t h e  Engl ish  geographer Geoi'frey t l a r t i n ,  

G e o p o l i t i c s  may bo regarded as a brnnch of p o l i t -  
i c a l  s c i ence  which borrows i l rsrnater ia ls  and techniques 
from p o l i t i c r l  geography; i t  may be regarded a s  t h e  
d i s c i p l i n e  which populclriz.xl and helped'sjrstem;'c2zo 
p o l i t i c a l  keography; it may be regarded a s  n p o i i t i c a l  
ins t rument  of t h e  s t a t c .  The d i f f e r i n g  n a t u r e s  of  
p o l i t i c a l  geography m5.y be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  a d i f f e r e n c e  
i n  kind---but geopol i  ",cs i s  n o t  p o l i t i c a l  peography; 
n e i t h e r  i s  p o l i t i c a l  geogrcohy g e o p o l i t i c s .  6 

L a d i s  ILristof c la ims  it i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  

between political geography and g e o p o l i t i c s .  He s a y s ,  

The only r e a l  d i f f e r e n c e  between p o l i t i c a l  gesg- 
graphy and g e o p o l i t i c s  i s  i n  emphasis---in t h e  focus  
of a t t e n t i o n .  P o l i t i c a l  goography tends  t o  foou::. . . . 
on t h e ,  geographica l  phenomena; it g i v e s  po1i t ; ca l  
i n t e rp re t c : i on  and s t u d i e s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a s p e c t s  
of  geographica l  phenomena. Geopol i t i cs . . . t ends  t o  
g i v o  geographica l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and s t u  y t h e  
geographica l  a s p e c t s  of t h e s o  phenomena. $ 

Perhaps t h e  most conc ise  d e f i n i t i o n  of Geopo l i t l k  comes 

Haushofer ' s  d i s c i p l e  O t t o  Maull: 
! 

G e o p o l i t l k  concernn i t ~ d l f  wi th  t h e  s t a t e ,  n o t  
RS a s t a t i c  concept ,  b u t  ns a l i v i n g  being.  Geo- 
o o l i t i k  i n v e s t i g a t e s  t h e  s t a t e  p r i m a r i l y  I n  r e lo t io f .  
t o  i t s  environment--- i ts  space---and a t t e m p t s  t o  
so lve  a l l  problems r e s u l t i n g  from s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n -  
sh ips . . .Geopol i t ik  i s  concerned wi th  t h e  s p a t i a l  

f i ~ r e s t o n  James and Cl.arence Jones ,  American .. :ographx: 
Inv<:ntory and Frospec t  (Syracuse : Syracuse Un ive r s i t y  P r e s s ,  - 
19547, P. 172- 

6 ~ .  J. Mart in ,  " P o l i t i c a l  Geography and G e o p o l i t i c s  ," 
Jou rna l  of  Geographx, 58:'441-444, December, 1959. 

7 ~ o r m a n  Pounds, P o l i t i c a l  G e o a r ~ p h y  (New York: McGraw 
H i l l  Co, 1963) ,  p. 410. 



requirements of a state while political geography 
examines only its space conditions. In putting 
geography at the service of space---conscious 
politics, Geopolitik devotes itself to questions of 
the future. Are the space needs of m state met? 
If not, how can they be brought into accord with 
geographical conditions? In what direction should 
any change be made? The extent to which these 
questions are answcred detorminos a state's national 
and economic structure and infl,,::;nces its foreig~ 
relations.. .Ceopolitik.. .is a discipline that weighs 
and evaluates a given situation an8 by its conclusions 
seeks to guide practical politics. 

IV. Political Geography of Germany 

Now that a basic idea has been established as to what 

political geography and geopolitics are concerned with and 

how they differ, the concepts ~ust be related to post World 

War I Germany. First of all, G~raany is located in north 

cent.,slEurope with borders on the Baltic Sea and the North 

Sea. Germany is also bordered by the following c~zntri~ : 

Denmark, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Austria, Switzerland, Prance, 

Luxembourg, Belgium, and the Netherlands. East Pruesia 'as 

separated from the major land area of Germany by tht Polish, 

Corridor.? and was bordered by Poland, Lithuania, and tk- 

daltic Sea. Germany has k~ad an advantage by her pos~tion 

as transitland between east and west, and north and south. 

She has been disadvantaged because there is no convergence 

of streams upon a single port, no natural focus 0:' xtional 

iife. The harbors on the 3al.tic Sea coast are closed by ice 

for a part of each year while the northwest coast ~ : a 

8~orman Pounds, Political Geography (Neru Yo:!<: McGraw 
Hill Co., 19631, p. 408. 



high enough mean temperature  t o  keep t h e  ha rbo r s  open t h e  

yea r  around. 
I 

Because Germany's heayy i n d u s t r i e s ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  1 
I 

p opu la t ion ,  and c e n t e r s  of coa l  product ion a r e  l o c a t e d  c l o s e  ' 

t o  t h e  f r o n t i e r ,  Germany provided h e r s e l f  w i th  two advantages .  

These were an  e x c e l l e n t  network of r a i l r o a d s  upon h e r  f r o n t i e r  

t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t r o o p  movements and a h igh ly  organized  m i l i t a r y  

e s t ab l i shmen t  t o  defend t h e  f r o n t i e r s .  I t  h a s  been s a i d  of ii 
Germany t h a t ,  In  war she  may be r i n g e d  about  by enemies, b u t  

I 
9 

1 
i n  peace she i s  r l n g e d  about  by customers. 

Germany a f t e r  World War I had a popula t ion  of 

s i x t y - t h r e e  m i l l i o n  d i sposed  over  a t e r r i t o r y  of on ly  181 

thousand square  mi l e s  i n  e x t e n t ,  a d e n s i t y  of n e a r l y  350 

peopie p e r  square  mi le .  lo A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  d e f e a t  i n  t h e  

war, Germany had l o s t  t e r r i t o r y  t o  France,  Belgium, L201and, 

Denmark, and Czechoslovakia (See Figure  1). T h i s  amounted 

t o  27,996 square  mi l e s  of t e r r i t o r y  wi th  a popu la t ion  of 

7 ,188 ,755 .~~  Inc luded  i n  t h i s  t e r r i t o r y  were va luab le  

d e p o s i t s  of  c o a l ,  i r o n  o r e ,  and potash as wel l  as produc t ive  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and .  A l l  t o l d  Germany l o s t  12.4percent  of  h e r  

former a r e a ,  about  twelve percent; of  h e r  popu la t ion ,  from 

twelve t o  f i f t e e n  percen t  of  h e r  e d r i c u l t u r a l  p roduc t ion ,  

9 ~ s a i a h  Bowman, The New World (New Yorkr World Book 
Co., 19291, p. 8. . , 

1°1bid - 0 ,  P *  9 -  

1lp&l., p. 10 .  

i 
i 



.Figure 1. Changes i n  the boundaries of Germany as a r e su l t  of World War I. 



t e n  porcen t  of h e r  manufnct,urir.g, and 74 x r c e n t  0;' h e r  

i r o n  o r e  product ion.  l2 It i s  q u i t e  ev iden t  t h a t  World War I 

had a g r e a t  e f f e c t  on t h e  u o l i ~ i c a l  geography of Germany. 

V.  Haushofer and Ideas  t h a t  In f luenced  H i m .  

R a t z e l ,  K J c l l e n ,  and t h e  Japanese  

One cannot apprec ince  the  o b j e c t i v e s  and infT,!~ence of 

German g ~ o p o l i t i c s  wi thout  unG.:.rstnnding something 01 t.%.? 

c a r e e r  o f  Karl  :..&ushofer, who gave i t  t h e  'orm and :..ctbs-iance 

as i t  i s  known today.  I!aushcf't,r d i d  no t  i n v c n t  t h e  name 

g e o p o l l t i o s ,  nor  d i d  h~  co ;? t r ibu te  any of t h e  fundamental 

s t u d i e s  upon which it i s  based.  Ra ther ,  he h a s  been t h e  

p e r s i s t e n t  p r o t a g o n i s t  of g e o p o l i t i c s .  H i s  avowed primary 

o b j e c t i v e  was its p o p u l a r i z a t i o n ,  through educa t ion ,  a~nong 

bo th  yorl thful  and a d u l t  G\ 2ma~?s. I n  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  he w a s  s o  

successful t h a t  t h e  world has  come t o  a s s o c i a t e  g e o p b l i t i c s  

a lmost  e x c l u s i v e l y  w i th  h i s  name . I3  

Karl  I laushofer was a German geographer and s o l d i z c  of 

t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry .  Be had b e e n ' s e n t  t o  Japan by t h e  

German General  S t a f f  i n  1908 t o  be a m i l i t a r y  ooserver .  irom 

t h i s  v i s i t  he acqu i r ed  a  f i r s t - h a n d  knowledge of t h e  Par  .-?st 

and t h e  P a c i f i c  Ocean. Hailsho:"er t augh t  geography a t  Munich 
. a  

p r i o r  t o  World \Jar I .  Gurrlng -;he war he r o s e  t o  t k A L  ra;. . of 

q a j c r  gene ra l  i n  t h e  Gc.rman army. Following t h e  a r - i s t k c o  he 

1 3 ~ e r w e n t  ' ~ h i t t l e s e ~ ,  German S t r a t e ~ y  of Hor1.d Conquest 
(New York: F a r r a r  R ineha r t ,  I nc . ,  1942) ,  p. 70-71. 



11 

r e t u r n e d  t o  Munich t o  t each  p o l i t i c a l  geography and m i l i t a r y  

s c i ence .  Haushofer was a l e a r n e d  man; he had r ece ived  h i s  

d o c t o r a t e  summa cum l aude  from t h e  Un ive r s i t y  of  Munich. H e  

a l s o  spoke s i x  f o r e i g n  languages  i nc lud ing  Chinese,  Japanese ,  

Korean, and Russian.  

Haushofer borrowed widely from o t h e r  w r i t e r s  i n  

forming h i s  concepts .  The i d e a s  of F r i e d r i c h  L i s t  and 

F r i e d r i c h  Ra tze l  must bo examined b r i e f l y  be fo re  t h e  f u l l  

meaning of Haushofer ' s  g e o p o l i t i c s  and t h e  g e o p o l i t i c a l  

t h i n k i n g  and a c t i o n s  of Nazi Germany can be understood.  L i s t  

urged t h e  expansion of Germany through a customs union r each ing  

from t h e  B a l t i c  Sea t o  t h e  A d r i a t i c ,  i n  t h e  1840 's .  Though 

he d i d  n o t  c o i n  t h e  word Lebensraum, he  o r i g i n a t e d  t,:e Gnaory 

of l i v i n g  space.  Ra tze l  w a s  i n f luenced  by Darwin's Theory 

and extended t h o s e  i d e a s : ~ ~ o p o l i t i c a l  geography. H i s  t h e o r i e s  

c a r r i e d  p o l i t i c a l  geography t o  a  p o i n t  where g e o p o l i t i c s  ~ o ~ l d  

m a t e r i a l i z e .  l4 He viewed t h e  s t a t e  as comparable t o  an  

organism with  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  n e c e s s i t y  of  growth,  t h a t  growth 

t o  t ake  p l a c e ,  i f  neces sa ry ,  by fo rce .  Haushofer draw 

h e a v ~ l y  from Ra tze l  i n  fo rmula t ing  h i s  concepts  of  German 

Geopo l i t i k .  H e  cons idered  R a t z e l ' s  s t a t emen t ,  "a l a r g e  apace 

main ta ins  l i f e , "  as t h e  s t a t e - b i o l o g i c a l  r u l e  of  l i f a  pu t  

i n t o  c l a s s i c  form. 15 

1 4 ~ u c i l l e  Car l son ,  Geography and World P o l i t i c s  
(Englewood C l i f f s ,  New J e r s e y ;  P r e n t i c a  H a l l ,  Ino. ,  1958) .  



*Haushofer was a l s o  i n f luenced  by t h e  Swedish s c h o l a r ,  

Rudolf K j e l l e n ,  who advanced a s t e p  beyond Rn tze l ' s  t h ink ing .  

K j e l l e n  was p r o f e s s o r  of  h i s t o r y  and government a t  Upsala 

and l a t e r  a t  Goteborg Univers i ty .  He tu rned  from t h e  s tudy  

of h i s t o r y  and government t o  geography f o r  deeper   sight 

i n t o  world problc.r~li. 8 P j e i i e n  ei lvisioned t h e  s t a t e  nc-C only  

a s  a  l i v i n g  organism, bu t  a l s o  ;.s zi conscious  being equipped 

wi th  m o r a l - i n t e l l e c t u a l  c a p a c i t i e s .  He was t h e  f i r s t  

w r i t i r  t o  use t h e  term g e o p o l i t i c s  which ?.e de f ined  : i s  t h e  

natural .  environment of t h e  s t a t e . ,  KJe l l en  a l s o  inc luded  

t h e  l d z a  of f o l k .  T e r r i t o r y  nna space a r e  f o r t i f i e d  by 

mysticism, by i n c l u s i o n  of t h e  folk-concept ,  which, because 

o f  i t s  migrant  connota t ion ,  cain be made t o  cover  vasz and 

new terr i tor ies . ' ' /  Wherever t h e  f o l k  i s  found,  t h e  pa ren t  

s t a t e  may and should fo l low.  Xxpansion i s  t h u s l y  b 1 ~ s . s ~ -  as 

a s o c l a l  du ty  of t h e  s z a t o .  Obviously Nat iona l  Soc la l l sm 

welcomed such s c i e n t i f i c  bened ic t ion  of r a c i a l  i m p e r i a l l - h  

and invoked t h e  dogma i n  o r d e r  t o  "rescue"  Germans a d  

a l l e g e d  German i n t e r e s t s  f i r s t  i n  A u s t r i a ,  t h e n  i n  t h e  

Sudetenland and throughout  C e n t r a l  Europe. K j e l l e n  

f o r e c a s t  t h a t  s e v e r a l  g r e s t  s u p e r s t r t e s  would r i s e  i n  

Europe, A f r i c a ,  and Asia and t h a t  Germany would be t h a t  s- ate 

i n  Xurope . 

l 6 ~ r t n s  Weigert arid Vilh.Jamm. S te fansson ,  m- ss 
of t h e  klorld (New York: I~lacirliilan Co., 1945) ,  p .  17, 



Karl  Haushofer was t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  h e i r  of K j e l l a n  

upon t h e  dea th  of t h a t  s c h o l a r  i n  1922. I n  l i f e  they had 

c o l l a b o r a t a d  on t h e i r  geopolitical i d e a s ,  and upon X j o l l e n ' s  

d e a t h ,  Haushofer took over  many of h i s  concepts ,  i n c l u d i n g  

h i s  terminology.  

Another contribution t o  Haushofer 's  cause  comes from 

Japan.  When Haushofer had been i n  Japan a s  a m i l i t a r y  

obse rve r ,  he  was impressed by .:he r a z e  n a t i o n a l  un i ty  where 

t h e  Japanese rr5.s a  f a i t h fu ;  s i ib jec t  t o  h i s  god- l ike  emperor, 

and where t k ! ~  < ; ;opoli t ic . , i  i n s t l n c t  of t ho  n a t i o n  g; .~: :e  i i :e 

governmerit a  f r e e  hand. H e  l i s t e n e d  t o  t h c  c la ims  GI"  tti. 

Japanese  propagandis t s  t h a t  t h e i r  people r e q u i r e d  more i. ;:ice 

and t h a t  t h e  mere f a c t  t h n t  t h e  poL?ulation was growing f a s t  

j u s t i f i e d  t h e  t a k i n g  of more l a n d i  Haushofer went on..'from 

t h e r e  adding h t s  own i d e a s  and e x t r a c t i n g  frorn a  few o t h e r s ,  

no t ab ly  S i r  Hs l ford  Mackinder. 

VI . Mackinder' s Theory 

* ~ a c k i n d o r  expounded one famous g e o p o l i t i c a l  I n t e r  

p r e t a t i o n  de r ived  mainly from t h e  phys i ca l  ' l ayou t  of  l a n c . .  

and s e a s .  The under ly ing  premise of such an i n t e r p r e t a t i o f i  

i s  t h n t  t h e  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  of l a n d s  and se&s, .providi  .r oppor tun - - ;  : )  
.' 

i t i e s  aiia s& l i m i t s  w i th in  which t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r e i r ~ ; i o r ~ : .  

have ~ v o l v e d  and w i l l  concinue t o  evolve.  Mnckinci,:r hr 

t h e  b ~ s t  u n i v e r s i t y  educa t ion  ' l t t a inab le  i n  t h e  Brl;nirJ i 

h i s  day. H e  was t r a i n e d  i n  both  s c i ence  and i n  h i s t o r y .  



He had a gift for epigrammatic expression, and he presented 

bold and imaginative generalizations. l8 One finds an ele~ent 

of propaganda in Mackinder as he spoke from the perspective 

of a successful but threatened imperial system. He sought 

in geography and in history the ingredients of a national 1 
policy for preserving Britain's world position. Nackindar I .  

I 

emphasized the military values of spaoe and the strategic 

I principles to be derived from the layout of lands and seas. 

lie used history to buttress his geographical arguments, but 
1 

for Mnckinder the study of history was purely a moans, never 

I .n end in itself . His main interest was the future. * ~ e  

seemed to have regarded. military force as the decisive 

Y instrument of statecraft. He stressed the relativity of 

power in space and Chrough time. *Maoklnder drew a geopolitical 

blueprint of the future which for better or for worse still 

grips the imagination of men in many lands. 

Mackinder's geopolitical theorizing seems to have 

gone through two stages. In the first which extended from 

the early 1900's until the end of World War I, his main 

concept was the rapid growth and aggressive tendencies of 

the German Empire of WilhelmiII. Mackinder first expressed 

his theory in an address to the Royal Geographical Society 

in 1904 entitled "The Geographical Pivot of History." .:IS 

best known book, Democratic Ideals and Reality, originat,& 

181iarold and lkgret Sprout, Foundations of Intern&-~ional 
Pol.itics (Princeton, New Jersey: D. Von Nostrad CO.,  19661, 
P *  319. 



a s  a t r a c t  f o r  t h e  peace conference ending World War I i n  

1919. The second phase extended from t h e  1 9 2 0 s s  u n t i l  h i s  

dea th  i n  1946.  During t h i s  per iod  h i s  concern s h i f t e d  

g r a d u a l l y  t o  t he  developing p o t e n t i a l  of t h e  S o v i e t  Union. 

Mackinder no ted  t h a t  three-fourth-so 'f  t h e  e a r c h ' s  

s u r f a c e  i s  water  while of  %he remaining l a n d  q U r t c T  two-thi rds  

i s  occupied by t h e  c o n t i n c n t s  of  Euras i a  and Afr ica .  H e  

f u r t h e r  n o t i c e d  t h a t  scvcn-ei::hths of  t h e  world 's  popu la t ion  

dwe l l s  on t h e  Eurasian-Afr ican l a n d  mass.19 He reasoned t h a t  

i f  one power could g a i n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h i s  l a n d  mass, which he  

c a l l e d  t h e  world i s l a n d ,  it would be i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  conquer 

t h e  world (See f i g u r e s  2-41. Control  over  t h e  Eurasian-  

Afr ican  l a n d  mass could be achieved on ly  by a power occupying 

t h e  p r o t e c t e d  i n t e r i o r  lowlands of E u r a s i a ,  s t r e t c h i n g  from 

t h e  Bal t i c -Black  Sea is thmus 2500 mi les  eastward t o  t h e  

Yenisey, and from t h e  A r c t i c  Ocean sou th  t o  t h e  rnou'n-~a- 

b a r r i e r s  which extend from Turkcy t o  Mongolia. Here li. s an 

enormous p l a i n s  a r e a  of about 4 i  m i l l i o n  square  mi les  wi th  

g r e a t  economic p o t e n t i a l  i n  terms of n a t u r a l  r c s o u r z s s .  The 

s t a t e  occupying t h l s  a r e a  t h a t  Macl<lnder des igna t ed  as .,-AS 

p i v o t  a r e a  and l a t e r  a s  t h c  h e a r t l a n d  would be v i r t u a l l y  

i n v u l n e r a b l e  t o  a t t a c k ,  except  from t h e  wes t ,  and would i n  

t u r n  be a b l e  t o  u t i l i z e  i t s  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  t ho  devel~opm n t  

of  a s t r o n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l - i n d u s t r i a l  power. With t h i s  

1 9 ~ e w i s  Alexander,  World P o l i t i c a l  P a t t e r n s  (Chicago : 
Rand McNally & Co., ,19571,  p. 8 .  






