WOMEN’S STUDIES 499

Independent Study Guidelines

Description

The independent study option for the Women’s Studies minor is listed as WS 499.  It is an alternative option for satisfying the WS 490 requirement for minors when 490 is not offered or when the student has a topic of study she wished to pursue in depth that does not correspond with established course offerings.  The independent study may be supervised by any faculty member with expertise in the selected topic for research and the willingness to work with the student over the course of a semester.  Because of the diversity in topics and faculty, the following guidelines are designed to help ensure consistency for the requirement within the Women’s Studies minor.

Registration Process:

1. Student meets with Women’s Studies Coordinator who helps her develop research ideas and assists in identifying possible supervising instructors(s).

2. Student receives a WS 499 form for registration and planning.

3. Student meets with faculty member who will supervise independent study and they complete the WS 499 form, including a detailed description of the project to be completed, a brief schedule of planned meetings, and attach a tentative reading list.

4. WS 499 form is returned to WS Coordinator for approval and entry into the registration system.

Project Guidelines

· Project Type and Length

Projects most often will be substantial researched papers, but other alternatives (artworks, documentaries, etc.) may be more appropriate for particular disciplines. General length guidelines are a minimum of 10 pages for 1 credit, 20 pages for 2 credits, and 30 pages for 3 credits.  
· Reading List

Generally the reading list should be 15 sources at minimum per credit hour and must include an appropriate mix of books and other source materials, including primary research.

· Planning Guidelines

In order to effective completion of the independent study, it is recommended that the student and faculty member plan a regular series of meetings through the course of the semester, with a plan established at the beginning of the semester for due dates for various elements of the project set.  Every two to three weeks is often a practical time frame for meetings and a breakdown of increments could include summaries and evaluations of research materials, followed by a detailed outline, rough drafts, then a final draft.  The schedule of due dates should include opportunities for feedback on the students work, so that she can successfully complete the project over the course of the semester.  The student should plan on spending a minimum of 3 hours per week working on reading and writing for a 3-credit WS 499. 
