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Abstract: Arthur LaRue, now retired, was a ginseng grower for 20 years and held the position of Vice President on the Ginseng Board of Wisconsin. In this interview, LaRue discusses his experience in ginseng farming, the benefits and struggles of the industry, and his lifestyle in Central Wisconsin. He discusses how the Ginseng Board of Wisconsin has affected the industry in improving quality and providing support for growers. He also discusses his personal benefits of ginseng and the transformation of the industry since his early growing years. This interview was conducted as part of the Wisconsin Farms Oral History Project, a collaboration of Dr. James A. Levy (UW–Whitewater) Dr. Jasmine Alinder (UW–Milwaukee), and Dr. Troy J. Reeves (UW–Madison).

Interview Session (October 12, 2013): Digital File
Introduction and Getting into Ginseng Farming				00:00–00:05:00
00:01:00 	LaRue discusses choosing the location of his ginseng farm.
00:01:30 	Early careers as a mechanical engineer and transition from farming part time to full time.
Key Moment: Ginseng is a better “money maker” than more common forms of farming.
00:03:00 	Small scale ginseng farming and lower labor needs.
Ginseng Farming								00:05:00-00:11:00
00:05:30 	The appearance of a typical ginseng farm.
Key Moment: 6:15 A long career in ginseng farming of 20 years. 
00:05:50	The problem of wildlife animals and fencing gardens.
00:06:00 	Farming is mostly subsistence farming with rice.

00:06:30 	Technology in farming.
00:10:00 	Chemicals in farming.
Ginseng Board of Wisconsin Involvement, Experimenting with Chemicals 00:11:00-00:18:00
00:11:00	 Grower involvement and assistance to growers.
00:12:00 	Position on the Ginseng Board as Vice President, Involvement with the approval of chemicals.
00:15:00 	Experimenting with small areas of the garden for chemicals.
00:9:00	School is necessary to achieve success in America. Many different occupations are pursued by refugees in their new communities.
Process of Growing Ginseng						00:18:00-00:21:00
00:18:00 	Preparation of soil, beds, harvesting.
00:19:00 	Relationship with DNR. 
Hobbies, Lifestyle 								00:22:00-00:25:00
00:21:30 	Hunting,  fishing, square dancing.
00:23:30	Wife’s involvement in the farming practice, children are not involved.
Ginseng in Wisconsin							00:25:00- 00:36:00
Key Moment: 25:00 Quality of ginseng roots has improved over the years
00:26:00 	Chinese annual visits to Marathon County to buy ginseng.
00:30:00 	Importance of quality over quantity in ginseng growing.
00:35:30 	Investment and timespan of growing ginseng.
Involvement Today								00:36:00-00:39:53
00:36:00	Retired, not as involved with ginseng farming anymore. Still enjoys hunting in Wisconsin.
00:39:53	End of interview. 
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