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Abstract


This paper includes a discussion of American Indians as the original conservationists in the United States, a history lesson in Wisconsin treaties and conservation laws, and a case study of the murder of Chief Joe White, a Wisconsin Ojibwe Indian. Joe White was killed hunting out of season in northern Wisconsin; however, due to reserved rights from treaties, White had a right to hunt where he did.  This paper will argue that American Indians face stereotypes, namely that they are a wholly nature loving ethnicity.  This paper will discuss American Indians as equally destructive to the land as their white counterparts.  However, it will detail that although they used the land to their own benefit; they also faced struggles in regards to maintaining their rights to natural resources, and ultimately suffered at the hands of a federal government during an era of treaty making.  Amidst the negative there exists a positive – American Indians in the Midwest have become excellent stewards of land.
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Introduction 

This paper will discuss American Indians as the original environmentalists.  It will defy and breakdown the typical stereotypes associated with American Indians in relation to their use of the land.  In addition, it will highlight current and recent efforts undertaken by Midwestern American Indian tribes to conserve the land and protect wildlife.  Next, it will explore the treaties made between Wisconsin tribes and the federal government, focusing on what was given up and retained in the treaties by the tribes.  Following the era of treaty-making, conservation laws were put into effect in Wisconsin.  These laws were inadequate in that they did not take into account the hunting and fishing provisions set forth in the treaties.  In order to fully understand the ramifications of American Indian use of the environment, treaties, and conservation laws, this paper will continue with a study of the murder of Chief Joe White of the Lake Superior Ojibwe.  His death depicts not only the struggle between white and native ideals, but the ongoing struggle to maintain native traditions in a society that attempts to stifle them in the face of law and in the name of conservation.

The source of information concerning the killing of Chief Joe White is a collection at the Wisconsin Historical Society.  This collection contains newspaper clippings and legal information.  Further information and analysis is influenced by archival newspaper articles from around the country.  Background information concerning American Indians and conservation is provided by articles from foremost conservation and American Indian experts.  Also, treaty information comes from the Oklahoma State University Library which contains a complete list of Laws and Treaties applying to American Indians during the era of treaty-making. 

Shepard Krech’s book, The Ecological Indian, is a fantastic place to start when desiring to explore more about American Indians and their pre-Columbian interaction with the environment.
  As an anthropologist, Krech explores several specific case studies to disprove that American Indians were the original conservationists.  However, a word to the wise, Krech’s work has been severely criticized and evaluated.  While reading, it is sensible to consider what other experts have said following the publishing of The Ecological Indian.  Native Americans and the Environment: Perspectives on the Ecological Indian edited by Michael Harkin and David Lewis provides critical analysis of Krech’s work and is an excellent anthology to consider after reading The Ecological Indian.
  

The last section of this paper discusses the legacy acquired through treaties, conservation laws, and the struggle for American Indians to maintain their rights to resources while existing in a rapidly changing white world.  
American Indians as the Original Conservationists?

Some archaeologists, anthropologists, and other learned scholars assert that prior to European contact, American Indians were as equally destructive to the environment as their white counterparts.  Environmentalism in America has seen many changes throughout the centuries; likewise how certain groups of people treated the Earth has also evolved.  American Indians have begun taking steps towards being excellent custodians of the land.  Their efforts in the Midwest and particularly Wisconsin are stellar examples.


In the form of activities such as Earth Day, students are encouraged to look at the environment the way pre-Columbian Indians would in order to save it.  Yes, it is valuable to promote students to think about what they can do for the environment; however, encouraging them to do so in the way American Indians have done is not suitable.  Many have considered American Indians as excellent stewards of the land for quite some time.  Although this is appropriate in some respects, it is often perpetuated by two standard stereotypes:  the Ecological Indian and the Noble Savage.  Furthermore, evidence exists supporting the idea that American Indians often acted for their own benefit, rather than for the good of the Earth.  Their actions depict a highly civilized and intelligent ethnicity; a viewpoint few would agree with due to common misconceptions.

The Ecological Indian can be defined as “One of the most pervasive myths of the newly dominant scholars . . . at one with nature; not scientifically knowledgeable about the environment but so in tune with the harmonies and rhythms of earth spirits that he intuited what was best ecologically, without fail.”
  This myth deprives American Indians of a diverse history, leaving non-Indians to believe that American Indians were strictly an ecological society.  It was necessary for American Indians to think ecologically.  They operated often under harsh conditions without European technology that tended to make life simpler.  Any action that an American Indian would take was an action of survival.  They took advantage of the land in order to secure their livelihood.  Since American Indians are generally only seen as nature lovers, they are often chosen as the spokespeople for Earth Day.  We assume and generalize that American Indians were the first environmentalists; therefore we find a group of people to imitate.  

[image: image1.jpg]O/LA/LM&M/S " Camifr




[image: image2.jpg]@Whe Daily Jight.
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 9%

DEMPSEY RYAN MILL. |
QPINIONS OF THE LEADING SPORT8

ASTO THE‘MER_ITS OF THE MEN.
The Oglds are Laid on Ryan and it

is Thought That This May End
Dempsey’s Career.

New ORLEANs, La, Dec, 15—
Tommy Ryan is tho strong favorite
in tonight’s contest for the welter
welght champlonship. 'Che feeling
seems to be that Dempsoy will sur-
render & second champlonship and
probably end his career in the ring,
There are many who profess to be-
lieve otherwise, but they are not
backing thelr opinions withfmoney.
Dempsey is well below weight and
good and hard, but there are doubts
ag to his wind and those who have
talked with him belleve that he
has not fully recovered his old
time spirit and cool calculating
head. His methods of training
since he catme to New Orleans have
incrvasod confldence In him. Ho
took & long run last evening and
aftor roturning to his room was.
rubbbd down.. He expects to rost
today. Tommy Ryan took no ex-
ercise except an attornoon run. He
is about 141. Should he take on
weight today ho will go for another
short run in the afternoon. Par-
son Davis, Frank C. Ives, Captain
Anson, Abe Levy and othors visit-
od him and agreed that ho was
trained to the hour and in the best
possible condition. Iere are some
of tho opinions:

Old Tom Carey, of Chicago: 1
have seen both Ryan and Dempsoy
and I think tho Chicago man will
win”

Jim Hall, the Australian mid-
dle-wolght: “I consider Ryan the
cloverest man of his class in Amer-
Ica today. Dempsey probably has
lots of good stuff in him, and it
will be a question of which man
keeps his head and takes the op-
portunitios that are offered. If
either comes rattled the other may
do him in a hurry. Dempsey goes
into the ring at a great disadvant-
ago.”

Tiddy Alexander, who brought
young Griflo and George Dawson
from Australia, and [s at present
handling Shadow Alaber, sald:
“Ryan is a wonder and no mistake.
I was'in ‘Mysterlous Billy’ Smith’s
corner at Minneapolie and saw
Ryan fight all round ‘Billy,” who s
a mighty good man. ¥ don't bs-
lieve he can be whipped.”

Baneam MeIninerary, the sport-
ing writor says: “I beliove Demp-
sey will win.”

Sam Fitzpatrick, who trained
Tavigne said: “I don’t bealieve
Dempsey is the man that ho uso
to be. He is golng backwayds
while Ryan hae been improving
all the time. I will back Ryan.”

Choynaki said: “I dou’t buliave
Dempsey could ever box as well as
Tommy Ryan does, and Tommy
is stronger and younger. It looks
to me like a cinch.”

‘I'nat i8 the way op'nions run:
The confldence of the Chicago men

. has had theresult of guleting the
tho frionda of Dempsey. Asa re-
sult there is very little betting.
Frank Ives, Abe Levy and other
Chieago people who were anxious
to back Ryan sald they were un-
able to find takers, Joe Choynski,
Kid McCoy and Parson Davies
will be in Ryan’s corner tonight,
Biily McCarthy and some ons yet
to be spoken,will be behind Demp-
8OY.

Parson Davies, accompanlied by
Ryan and Choynskl, will leave
here Sunday for Memphis, where
they will give an entertainment
Monday night.

New Canadian Premier.,

LoNnoN, Nov, 156.—The Times to-
day deflnitoly announces that Mae-
Kenzie Rowell, Canadian ministor

of trade and commeorce, will form
a ministry for the Dominion of

Canada.
‘DR

WRiCES

BAKING
POWDIR

MOST PERFECT MADE.
 pure Grape Cream of Tartar Powder. Free
zom Ammonia, Alum of any other adultersnt

49 YBARS THO STANDARD.
- Awarded
HighestHonora.«World’s Fair

DESIRED DELAY.

But Failed to Poatpono Final Con-
aidovation of the CQurrency Bill.
WasiINgroN, Dee. 16.—There

was a spirited incident before the
banklng and curroncy cammitteo
yesterday, whon Walkor, of Massa-
chusetts, sald ho understood 8 pro-
gram had been quietly adreed ou
by which the currency blll would
bo considered by Democrats of tho
committes at night, by a full com-
mittee tonight and presentod to
tho House on Monday. Springer
8ald this was a moro surmise. All
tho committee actually did was to
agres to 8 mesiing Saturday night.
It being undorstood that a final
vote on the bill could then bo
taken, Walker moved that the
committee reconsider such agrec-
moent. Ile protosted agalnst un-
due haste over the currency ques-
tlon, The motion to reconsider
was voted down by a strict parcty
dlviston,

Will Amend Carlisle’s Bill.

WASIHINGTON, Dec. 15, ~ The
Democratic members af the bank-
ing and currency commisgion hold
an sxecutivo-meoting linmediately
aiter the adjournment of regular
hearing, and aftor an hour’s dis-
cussion declded to report tho Car-
lisle bill with amoendment. The
full commigsion will hald an oxo-
cutlve session Saturday night, and
1t is expected that a report will bo
ordored on the bill before the meat-
ing adjourns. :

To Mark the Birthplace of Wash-
ington,
WASHINGTON, Doe. 15-—Some
years ago Congross delegated to
tho Secretary of State tho duty of
golecting tho most appropriato
imeans of marking Warhington’s
birthplace at Wakeflold, Va.,
soventy-flve miles below this ectty,
0. the Potomac River, and §11,000
was appropriated for tha purpose.
‘The movement has been delayed
owing to the absonce of facilitias
for tho transportation of material,
but the complection of a whart by
the Government near tho site sup-
plies this want, and proposals witl
ko oponed today. Secretary Gres-
ham has decidod that a shaft of
Amerlean granite, high enongh to
be plainly visible from passing
vesgols, a distance of about flve
miles, would bo the most suitable
to picture, but its exact design and
inseription have not yot boon des-
ignated.
More Police Rottenness.
Niw YORK, Doce. 15—Police Cap-
tain Croedon yestorday mads a full
statomont before the Lexow com-
mittee, of tho purchase of the cap-
talney for him at a cost of $15,000.
Reppenhagen, county Uomo-
cracy leader, told the Lexow com.
mittee that $10,000 of the monoy
ho recelved from Captain Creedon
was paid to ox-Assmbly man John
J. Martin, called “Honest John!
Cat-Clawed Hydrophobigt.
CrxoixNarr 0., Dee. 15.—Albert
Luz, a dalryman residing on Read-
1ug road. diod last night of Lydro-
phobia, resulting fram a battlo
w.ith an enormous cat. I'lis agonies
prior to the end are indescribable.
Two months ago he encountered a
tamished cat of unusual gize in his
barn left, and attempted ta drive
it away. 'I'ne animal was maad
Irom hunger. Itsank its teeth in
bis left calf lacerating it badly.
Ttz finally killed tho cat. The
wounds were dressed and no imore
offoct manifested until Yast Sat-
urday when the leg bogan to awell.
In hisdying struggle the dalry-
man mowed llke a cat and at-
tempted to bite and claw thoso
about him.

Love and Murder.

Krxgarax, Kas, Dee, 15-—~A
quarrel over a love aflair at the
Woest, Port school, twonty miles
west, with resulting in murdor
and perhaps a lyncehing. DPearl
Drury and Carson Carver, and sons
of prominent farmers met and re-
newed an old feud, occasioned by
a young lady to whom both had
paid attontions Drury fatally shot
Carson and escaped. >Much oxcite-
ment prevailod and a posse is dil-
igently searching for the murderer.

Following up Olssn’s Murder. .

Duznrir, Minn, Dec. 156.—The
police are quiio reticent about the
clues to Lena Olsen’s murder, but
thera 18 no doubt they are on to
something which they consider
good. Detective ITayden went to
Minneapolis Wednesday night to
work it up a bit, and expected to
got all information he wanted by
last night. When he went away
there was not much reliance
placed in the clue, but ho tolegaph-
ed this morning that he had got-
ten new material that would de-
tain him he knew not how long.
T'his 18 looked upon as a good
omen and hopes have gone up.
The murderer i8 not supposed to
be in this part of the country. The
new clues have nothing to do with
the Hayward arrosts and confes-
stons, having come to light in

Duluth within a couple of days.,

BHOOKE MADELINE POLLARD.

No Applications for PFosition are
Aunswered by Her.

NEw York, Dee. 15.—A Boston
iady a few days ago advortisad for a
French mald to take chargo of her
child and accompany her abroad.
Among thoso who answored the
advortisement was Miss Madeline
Pollard who achiovod notorlery by
suing Congrgssman Breckonridge
for breach of promlso. Referring
to the matter Miss Iollard last
night said: *I can’tsec anything
wrong in answering tlfo advertise-

ment, i do not know who got tho
lotter. Tho "advertisemont was
signed by Initials only. In

my letter 1 said I was not L'ronch
bat that I felt myself capublo ot
performing the duties of governess,
I thought it was an opportunity
for my dolng something but I
never recelved a reply. 1 have
answered a number of adverilse-
meonts in the hope of recelving om-
ployment but every one has beon
a fallure”

Parted in Bhort Moter.

Cu10AGo, Dee. 15 —A morning
paper says, Rov, Conrad Hanoy,
ox-pastor of Lake Avenue Union
church, who deserted his wifs and
cbildren and fled with Mrs. Geo.
W. Brandt, has in turn boen de-
gerted by the woman. Tt ts assort-
ed that the pair separated in Cin-
clnnatl after a atormy Interview
betwesn tne couple and a Mr. IHut-
ting, of Muscatine, a brother ot
Mrs, Brandt. Continuing the papor
saya: "“Mrs, Brandt returned to
Chicago last Thursday night for a
final leave taking of her children,
and last night lott the clty aloue,
She was accompanied to the ¢rain
by Mr. Brandt who purchased her
a ticket to an eastern sea port from
where it is said she will takoa
stoamer for Turope. 7Those who
aaw tho parting say it was a toar-
iess one.”

Where Mr. Haney has gone I8
boyond the knowledge of his
triends in this city.

Denver Millienare Doad.

Dusver, Colo.,, 15—Dr. Obscar
D. Gasca, millionare, died today
aged 71 vears, He was lorp In
Now Hampshire, practiced med-
lelno in Vermont, New York, Cali-
fornia and Iowa, came to Cotorado
in 1860 and hore laid the founda-
tion of his great fortune by buying
gold dast. He owned much valu-
able real estate in Denvor.

8mall Joal Men Uuite,

Kansas Crry, M6, Dec, 15—-A
large number of coal companies
who have horotofore found It ditil-
cult to compote with the iarge coal
operators and minces {n I{anusas,
have decided to organize a new
compnany, The capital will be
$1,000,009 and the company will bo
able to make its own prices. Gon-
aral salo oilices will be opened In
Kansas Clty, and will be undsr the
managomaent of CUaptatn Inlflin,
formerliy goneral agent for tho Mis-
sourl, Paclllic at St. Louis. Prae-
tically all of the smaller companies
in this loeality will bu merged into
the new concern.

New Manhattan Athletic Olub,

New Your, Dee. 15.—~—~Sinca tho
{inanctal rnin and consequent dis-
organization of tho Manhattan
Athletic Club, its million dollar
home on Madison ave. And Forty-
fitth strest, has been unoccupied.
1ast month the club was organized
under the name of the New Man-
hattan Athlotic Club, and today
the Cherry Diamond Palace will
be opsned with a reception. One
thousand two hundred and
seventy-nine membors are alveady
cnrolled, and more are walting to
be placed on the list. This will be
limited to 3,000. The <lubhouss,
which cost $1,000,000,ard is gener-
ally admittod to bo the most com-
plete and luxurious ¢lubhousp in
the world, has been loased for a
tong term of year by the organlz-
sreof the New Manhattan, and has
been thoroughly refurnished and
redecorated, and put in a’condition,
ecllpsing 1ts splendor when flrst
thrown open to the onthusiastic
fellows of the Cherry Diamond, A
recoptioh committee, numboring
300, will this evening ecscort the

3,000 mombers and thelr invited-

guests through the transformed
palaco. Orators of natlonal re-
nown, including Dr. Chauncey M.
Depew, the Hon, Jionet Adams,
of New Orloans, and a dozen others
will tell of the new venturs in
metropolitan club life, ’

207 to 215 LOSOY A ST.

LIGHT,HEAT,POWER

BEST SERVICE,
. LOWER RATES,
GREATEST ECONOMY.

We were the first to lower prices and will meet the lowest rates -

made for similar service, and guarantee benefit of all reduction in prices
to our customers.

T 428  EDWARD J. O’BEIRNE. Mgr..

BOERNE]| J.T. gg«g}éﬁE.T-E >':“roprietor,.
HOTEL. Srovided &

Well turuished, well provided, with%best [Acs
couodations far visitors,

BOERNE~The most iuvigorating and testorative Resort in the State, Ture,

mountain air, frec from Malatial or other ailments.

BOERNE, HOTEL—Built of stone, the most comfortable in Boerne,
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Select a useful and substantial!

Surronndings make homie pleasant.

CHRISTMAS PRESENT

for your wife, daughter or sweetheart, from our stock of

Ladies' Desks, China Closets,
Combination Desks, Book Cases,
Combination Folding Beds, Hat Racks,.
Rattan Rockers, Rugs.

We have these in a variety of designs and at all prices.

G. A STOWERS FURNITURE €O,

203 West Commerce St., - San Antonio, Texas

ALEX SARTOR.

{ESTABLISHED 1845,)
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Fine Watches, Diamonds, Silverware, Opcra Glasses and Spectacles..
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Office Corner Villiia and Pressa Streels,

On and after December 1st our prices for Electric Light will be as
follows :

Incandescent Light, 16 candle power. - - . 1c per hour-
Arc Lamps 1o O'clock - = - - $ 7 oo per month
t 1) PRT . - . . 9 oo * .
all night - = = = 12 50

Discount of 10 per cent will be made to all consumers of incandes-
cent lizht who consume 2000 hours or over,
The company will from date furnish incandescent lights durimg day

as well as night.
Antonio Gas Co.
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A Bad Indian Bagged,

Rice LAKE, Wis,, Dec. 16.—Dep-
utles Game Wardens, H, C. Martin
and 8. I, Hooks undertook to ar-
rest Joe White, a notorious Indian,
and chief of the Naveosh tribs of
Chipewas, for the uniawful killing
of deer and othor game. A lively
fight ensued, in which the deputles
wors sljﬁowhab cut and brulsed
and the [hdian was martally shot,
The Indian has been a torror to
the whole sottlemont and has shot
a% sottlors sovoral times.

cannot recover,—Barney Chastoon
had to kill the ferocious animals.
to roloase his brother,

‘Worried the Wrong Coon.

JBFFERSONVILLE, Ind,, Dee. 15
—Heonry and Barney Chasteen,
with guns and three dogs went
coon hunting last night. Several
wore found and one climbed a troe.
Henry went after him but the
limb broke and he fell to the

ground. The night was dark and
the dogs mistook him for thecoon.
They made a vicious attack upon

A Missouri Pionesr Gone.

Sr. Joser1r, Mo, Dec. 15.—Ran-
dolph ‘True Davis, one of the larg-
est millers in the southwest, dled
tast night after a severe 1illness.
Davis was the flrst white chtld
born in Buehanan county, e wag
born in 1837, and has lived here all
hislifo. Ho leaves a widow and

him biting him so badly that he|five childron,




It is difficult to dispute the myth of the Ecological Indian without appearing anti-Indian.  Likewise, it is just as difficult to reveal myths of one’s own culture which do not cast a favorable light.  Campaigns other than Earth Day have also perpetuated the myth of the Ecological Indian.  For example, the Keep America Beautiful campaign prominently featured Iron Eyes Cody or the “Crying Indian” at its inception in 1971.  In a public service advertisement, as Iron Eyes Cody sheds a tear the narrator says, “Some people have a deep, abiding respect for the natural beauty that was once this country; some people don’t. People start pollution.  People can stop it.”
  This public service advertisement implies that American Indians “have a deep, abiding respect for the natural beauty that was once this country” and non-Indians do not.  By manipulating the image of American Indians, Americans are divided into “us” and “them.”  “Us” being the people who have caused the Earth’s destruction and “them” as the keepers of the Earth’s natural beauty.  In addition, this view uses American Indians to generalize that all American Indians were devastated by what the white man had done to the pristine landscape of the Earth.

This author is not claiming that all American Indians were poor stewards of the environment.  Since each tribe is unique, it is not appropriate to generalize that all American Indians acted in the same manner.  American Indians span numerous languages, cultural differences, and traditions.  To assert that all American Indians were destructive towards the environment is racial stereotyping and a point I am trying to disprove.  Claiming that all American Indians were the original conservationists perpetuates the idea of the Noble Savage.  This idea deprives American Indians of a diverse cultural history and in effect lumps them all into a similar category of existence.  “Indians were not environmental criminals, but neither were they saints; just humans.”

Earth Day and the Keep America Beautiful campaign, are in their purest sense, excellent ways in which to present environmental awareness. However, it is inappropriate to use American Indians as the sole spokespeople.  By doing so, the common references of the “Noble Savage” and the “Ecological Indian” continue without further research.  Not to mention, many of these campaigns are often directed towards children.  By providing such information at an early age, when children are at their most vulnerable and lack the ability to comprehend complex ideas leads to inaccurate information that they may believe for a lifetime.


The notion that American Indians were the original conservationists/environmentalists/ecologists is a long-standing myth that I will debate.  Most children grow up with the thought that Indians used every part of the buffalo or deer or any other animal.  The hide was used for clothing and packaging.  The bones and teeth were used for jewelry and other accessories and tools.  And the meat was obviously used for sustenance.  However, there is evidence that, although American Indians were known for their animal hide clothing and bone jewelry, over killings and wastefulness did occur.  For example, there is evidence of buffalo stampedes where hundreds of buffalo were killed and left to rot, unused.  Although this is substantiation of misuse of resources, it also shows great determination and intelligence on behalf of American Indians because successfully completing a buffalo jump required much time, manpower, patience, and knowledge of the actions of a buffalo herd.  In general, when Europeans first came upon the American Indians, they did not give them credit for being able to accomplish such a feat.  Because of this, the idea of the Noble Savage and Ecological Indian continues today.  Buffalo jumps are but one example of American Indian’s poor use of the environment.  In other cases, American Indians are accused of hunting some animals until extinction.  
Also, in terms of land use, American Indians would burn the land, generally forests, in order to produce better hunting conditions.  In an open area, it was much easier to spot an animal as well as track an animal in order to kill it.  Evidence also exists to assert that forest burning was often done merely for entertainment purposes.  Slash and burn farming shows that American Indians knew how to take advantage of the land in order to further benefit from it.  Although this process is ultimately detrimental to the land and the ecosystems that rely on it, American Indians are not the only ethnic group to practice such a process.  William A. Patterson and Kenneth E. Sassaman assert that this has been occurring for over 1,000 years.  It still occurs today, generally in rainforests.  The practice of slash and burn farming demonstrates intelligence on the part of American Indians, at a time when most whites believe them to be merely savages.  One of the major reasons American Indians may have turned to slash and burn is due to the extinction or difficulty in hunting certain animals, which encouraged a shift from a hunter-gatherer existence to an agricultural society.  Patterson and Sampson argue that, “Indians used fire to drive game, communicate among groups, clear away underbrush, and prepare land for planting.”
  The actions of American Indians are similar to that of whites in the same time period.  Both American Indians and their European counterparts were trying to get the most they could out of the land in an attempt to create a better life for themselves.

Although teachers are mandated to teach students about conservation and environmental issues as well as American Indian topics, somehow the myth that American Indians were always nature loving conservationists perseveres.  Perhaps teachers are not fully educated in either topic, which allows such falsehoods to continue.  In Wisconsin, “Legislation requiring instruction in the conservation of natural resources at both the elementary and secondary level, and requiring science and social studies teachers to have ‘adequate preparation’ in the conservation of natural resources was passed during the 1930s.”
  It is valuable that teachers are required to teach on this topic and there are many options for integrating conservation into science and social studies curriculum.  For example, EEinWisconsin.org offers numerous options for teachers including teaching materials and field trip suggestions.  A thorough list of organizations offers field trip ideas, and interactive web activities are available for teachers to use within the classroom, and even available for students to use at home.   

In terms of American Indian history, “Beginning September 1, 1991, as part of the social studies curriculum, include instruction in the history, culture, and tribal sovereignty of the federally recognized American Indian tribes and bands located in this state at least twice in the elementary grades and at least once in the high school grades.”
  There is so much for students to learn.  It is difficult to pick and choose what to cover in class and what to pass up.  Although teachers are required to teach on certain subjects, the level and depth at which they do is up to the teacher.  Therefore, students may often be left with a minimal knowledge of conservation and American Indian history, leading towards the belief of common stereotypes and generalizations about American Indians, treaties, and the environment.
Treaties Between Wisconsin Indians and the Federal Government


American Indians were given money and new land in return for giving up their homeland.  The tribes known as the Chippewa entered into over forty treaties with the federal government.  Although the American Indians of the Midwest were not pleased with signing treaties with the United States, they did so.  In an attempt to create and maintain peaceful relations, tribes like the Chippewa continued to lose their original land, but fought to retain resources within the ceded territory.

[image: image3.png]


A stipulation was made in the June 16, 1820 treaty in that, “The United States will secure to the Indians a perpetual right of fishing at the falls of St. Mary's, and also a place of encampment upon the tract hereby ceded, convenient to the fishing ground, which place shall not interfere with the defences of any military work which may be erected, nor with any private rights.”
 This is an example of an extremely specific reserved right in which the rights to resources were limited to one location.
[image: image4.png]


To provide an example of how much land was lost, consider an 1833 treaty:  The land contained in Waukesha County, Wisconsin was ceded to the United States on September 26, 1833 by the Chippewa, Ottawa, and Potawatomi.
  This treaty ceded about five million acres of land located west of Lake Michigan to the United States.  Waukesha County resides within the five million acres ceded and consists of 555.6 miles squared of land or 355,584 acres.  As of 2006, Waukesha County was populated by 379,577 people.
 379,577 people reside within 355,584 acres, so it is imaginable just how large of a tract of land Waukesha County is.  Furthermore, Waukesha County consisted of only a fraction of the land lost in the 1833 treaty.
From the 1833 treaty, in terms of cash, they received one hundred thousand dollars “payable to individuals in lieu of reservations,” one hundred and fifty thousand dollars payable to other individuals, “two hundred and eighty thousand dollars to be paid in annuities of fourteen thousand dollars a year, for twenty years,” one hundred and fifty thousand dollars for agriculture and industrial advancement, and seventy thousand dollars for educational purposes.  This amounts to eight hundred and fifty thousand dollars.
  In today’s money, that’s about $21,651,191.65.  In addition, the Indians were given an equal amount of land to that of what they were giving up, west of the Mississippi River.  This treaty made no provisions for the Chippewa, Ottawa, and Potawatomi in terms of reserved rights for hunting and fishing. 
Article 5 of the July 29, 1837 Treaty with the Chippewa is vague in that it states, “The privilege of hunting, fishing, and gathering the wild rice, upon the lands, the rivers and the lakes included in the territory ceded, is guarantied to the Indians, during the pleasure of the President of the United States.”
  This stipulation contains the entire ceded territory rather than only one spot or just on the reservation.  This vague wording later creates problems for both states and American Indians.
The American Indians of Wisconsin continued to require that they be allowed to live off the land in further treaties.  Article 2 of the October 4, 1842 Treaty with the Chippewa Indians states, “The Indians stipulate for the right of hunting on the ceded territory, with the other usual privileges of occupancy, until required to remove by the President of the United States, and that the laws of the United States shall be continued in force, in respect to their trade and inter course with the whites, until otherwise ordered by Congress.”
  It was not until the 1854 Treaty with the Chippewa that an actual reservation was designated in Wisconsin.
  


The stipulations contained in the aforementioned treaties are extremely valuable in that they reserve the rights of the American Indians to continue hunting, fishing, and gathering on the ceded land.  There is no specification other than “during the pleasure of the President” as to the ability of any other entity to interfere with these rights.

Wisconsin Conservation Laws


Wisconsin citizens and lawmakers began to realize the need for conservations laws shortly after Wisconsin achieved statehood.  In 1851, the first law relating to deer in Wisconsin was enacted. The Wisconsin Forestry Organizations states, “1851 – First closed season for deer, Feb. 1 through June 30; Indians permitted to hunt anytime.”  Their website provides an article entitled, “Deer-Impacts on Forest Ecology and Management.”  This article includes a chronology of deer hunting in Wisconsin.  It mentions that in 1851, a law was enacted and that the Indians were still allowed to hunt at any time as well as the hiring of game wardens to enforce the laws, but does not mention the death of Joe White.
 The 1851 law closed the hunting season for five months.  “However, these laws were enforced only by the local officers on foot or with horses. During the 1800s the common belief was that one could take whatever wildlife was wanted.”
  So, this law had little effect on a large scale.  As the human population increased, more people began hunting for sustenance as well as profit.  In addition, the burgeoning lumber industry employed hunters to feed their crews.
  


It was a difficult job for the few game wardens to carry out their duties.  This is visible in the following statistic:  “In 1885, reports estimated that 10,000 deer were shipped out of state, in spite of laws prohibiting such shipments. In 1886, a newspaper account told of the oldest and most experienced hunter in the vicinity of Eau Claire killing 3 tons of venison.”
  Game wardens faced the challenge of patrolling a large amount of land and a misunderstanding of American Indian treaty rights.  

In the 1890s, “public opinion turned in favor of deer protection. The shooting of large numbers of does and fawns was deplored. Sportsmen advocated shortening the hunting season, and even closing it for five years, abolishing spring and summer shooting, and preventing the sale of game at any time.”
  While it is admirable to want to maintain the deer population, it is important to remember that few legislators kept in mind the rights of the American Indians.  

Wisconsin also took steps in regards to fishing and maintaining the fish population.  In 1871, Congress created the U.S. Commission on Fish and Fisheries.  By 1880, according to the Wisconsin Bluebook,

Wisconsin is one of the most favored States, all things considered, for fish culture, in the Union, Michigan and Minnesota being her only rivals.  The Wisconsin Commission has just entered upon its third year of practical and efficient work, and owing the liberal aid from Milwaukee, is hatching more fish with less money than any State in the Union. . .
  

The State of Wisconsin took a deep interest in conservation in the late 19th century.  Unfortunately, they failed to take into account treaty rights that had been established earlier in that century.  
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Chief Joe White

On December 13, 1894, Joe White, one of the chiefs on the Odanah Reservation was hunting at Long Lake in Washburn County, Wisconsin.
  The land White and his compatriots were hunting on was within the ceded territory of earlier treaties with the federal government.  In those treaties, the Ojibwe had reserved the right to hunt, fish, and gather within the ceded territory.  White was actively partaking of his right to hunt on ceded territory.  The game wardens of the area, however adhered to Wisconsin conservation laws which enacted stringent hunting times and amounts.   White was arrested by Deputy State Game Warden Horace Martin and his assistant S.M. Hicks.  According to most sources, White agreed to the arrest; however, a “scuffle broke out” and according to eyewitness accounts, White was clubbed in the head by a warden’s rifle and while White attempted to run away, he was shot.  He died two hours later.
  

In the days and weeks that followed, an inquiry was made to determine the actual events of December 13, 1894.    Lieutenant Mercer of the La Pointe Indian Agency began inquiring about the murder and finally, the Washburn County District Attorney filed murder charges against Martin and Hicks.
  Incident reports filled newspapers throughout Wisconsin, the Midwest, and the rest of the country.  The newspaper articles allow readers to piece together what occurred on December 13, 1894.  They are filled with bias and frequently refer to White by his ethnicity.    

Generally, the newspapers depicted White as a “terror to the whole settlement” and praised the game wardens in headlines such as, “A Bad Indian Bagged.”
    They labeled White as a red terror
 and a poacher.
  The papers also suggested the wardens had no other option than to shoot White.
  Figure 1 provides an example of the literature available concerning the demise of Joe White.
In terms of the trial, the newspapers suggest that both sides would contest the evidence brought about by the other.  All that exists is hearsay from either side.  The only witnesses available were White’s fellow hunters and the game wardens themselves.  Heavy anti-American Indian racism is apparent at this time period.  It is almost all too obvious of a guess as to the outcome of Martin and Hicks’ trial.  


The first document in the Joe White collection held by the Wisconsin Historical Society is a newspaper article entitled “Game Warden Shoots” from The Watchman of Shell Lake, Wisconsin dated December 20, 1984.  The article details that Martin and Hicks had a warrant for White’s arrest issued by Judge Angel of Rice Lake.
  The warrant was issued because White was apparently “slaughtering deer and boastingly asserted that he would kill anyone attempting to arrest him for the offense.”  It was also mentioned that in the past month White had fired upon individuals mistakenly thought to be wardens.
  In the effort to overtake White, Martin suffered a minor injury to his hand.  White was struck by Martin’s Winchester rifle.  White attempted to procure one of the warden’s rifles, but was stopped by a shot to the thigh by Hicks under Martin’s orders.  This story is in contradiction with the testimony of Charles White, Joe White’s stepson.  Charles White testified that his father agreed to travel with the wardens to Rice Lake.  However, Joe White requested to not be handcuffed.  Charles White testified that the wardens proceeded to “pummel” his stepfather, who in turn attempted to run away.  When Joe began to run, he was shot by the wardens.
  Throughout the research done on Joe White, numerous incidents have been found in which stories conflict.     
The next document in the Joe White Collection is titled "Is Very Much Mixed” and comes from the Spooner Register dated December 22, 1894.  This article contains information that very much directly relates to the discussion of the collision of treaty rights and state laws.  It states, 

There is a question of jurisdiction to be decided before the man who killed White can be tried.  The state authorities will demand the right to try the case because the killing occurred off the reservation, while the man who was killed was breaking a state law.  The federal authorities will also demand jurisdiction on the ground that the Indian had a right to hunt where he did.
  
The article goes on to explain treaty rights and explains that White “apparently” had a right to do what he had been doing.  The state was attempting to victimize the deceased Joe White because of his hunting actions.  In regards to this article, it appears the state authorities did not take treaty rights into consideration. 
The article "Joe White Again” from the Shell Lake Watchman on January 31, 1895 takes into account that the character of Joe White will be an issue at trial.  There are conflicting arguments that White was “a quiet, peaceable man” and “one of the most desperate characters.”  Individuals were called upon to testify in regards to White’s character.  Again, White’s ethnicity was a common focus of testament.
The Joe White Collection also contains court documents pertaining to the trial of Hicks and Martin.  The first document is The State Against S.M. Hicks.
  Similarly to the newspaper articles of that time, the testimony of Hicks and the cross examination consists of a story that is in often in opposition with that of others.  Hicks believed he was performing his job appropriately, and therefore he was justified in shooting White.
  The trial of Hicks is thoroughly covered in newspapers across the state.  The collection also contains a map of the shooting introduced at the trial.
  The second court document contains the Testimony of Charles White, Dr. G.A. Barker, Joe Baker, Joe Naveash, Christian Sonstead, Horace Martin, and S.M. Hicks. 

After the evidence had been heard and the newspapers had been read, a jury acquitted Martin and Hicks.  The Rice Lake Chronotype announced the acquittal on March 22, 1895.  The opinion of The Chronotype was that not only were Martin and Hicks justified in shooting White, but that it was entirely necessary for White to be killed.  What The Chronotype found unnecessary was the trial itself.  The Chronotype argued that the trial of Martin and Hicks was a complete waste of taxpayer dollars.  This article was the most blatantly biased throughout all of the research done in that it thoroughly expressed the opinion that Joe White was “a bad one,” offering no sympathy that a man is dead.

Legacy
Joe White was killed because he was in violation of a state law and complications following his arrest.  However, the law was unclear in regards to American Indians.  The law has become clearer, and steps have been taken to ensure American Indians retain their rights, and maintain the environment.  
Fishing in Wisconsin has been a hot issue for several decades.  A near identical situation to the death of Joe White occurred near the LCO Reservation and remains one of the most important and memorable events in recent fishing history:

On a cold March night in 1974, Fred and Mike Tribble went spear fishing on a lake near their Lac Courte Oreilles Chippewa Reservation, and were arrested and charged with violating Wisconsin conservation laws. In the eyes of the Sawyer County sheriff and state wardens, the brothers had committed a simple act of poaching. From the perspective of the fishermen and their tribe, however, spearing fish was a complex expression of sovereignty under the series of treaties the Chippewa had signed with the federal government. The arrests evolved into the Voigt Decision, a ruling that unleashed a fury of racial, legal, economic, and political issues that had been simmering among the Chippewa and their neighbors for years. The battle over Chippewa treaty rights lasted seventeen years and cost the state more than ten million dollars. It polarized the people of Wisconsin as no other issue had in recent history, and united the previously disparate Chippewa bands who came together to defend their treaty rights and sovereignty.
 

One of the major problems whites had concerning tribal members spear fishing was that the fish population would rapidly decline due to overfishing.  This, however, is certainly not the case, because reservations such as the Bad River Band stock over 15 million walleye annually.  The Bad River Band is active in terms of ensuring fishing as an outdoor sport continues, as well as considerate for the walleye population.  Furthermore, the Lac Courte Oreilles Fish hatchery stocked over 5 million walleye during the years 1990 – 1998.
  
Although scholars and other critics claim that the Ecological Indian is nonsense, in the mid-20th century, American Indians have become fantastic stewards of the environment.  The US government takes an active role in providing federally recognized tribes with grants to operate wildlife and conservation organizations and to take on projects and research activities to guarantee environmental protection.
  
Indian Country comprises more than 100 million acres––much of which encompasses some of the most important fish and wildlife habitat in the nation.  Countless plants and animals, many of which are protected by the Endangered Species Act, thrive on Indian lands. At the same time, Indian tribes have often lacked the means to adequately manage and protect these important resources.
  
Because Indians have few means to manage and protect, is that why in the pre-Columbian Era they didn’t?  Also, are Indians doing more now than before? 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service offer two types of funding:  the Tribal Wildlife Gant and the Tribal Landowner Incentive Grant.  In the last 4 years, $40 million dollars has been given out to tribes in order for them to take action in the environment.  Some examples include, when in 2003 the Bad River Band of Lake Superior Tribe of Chippewa Indians was given a Tribal Wildlife Grant of $174,784 to for Fish Hatchery Expansion.
  The Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Council explains that 95% of the reservation's 124,234 acres remain undeveloped and wild.
  Also, the GLITC states that, The Bad River Chippewa operate a fish hatchery, annually stocking more than 15 million walleye into reservation rivers and other area lakes and streams.”
  The ability to expand the Fish Hatchery and maintain a pristine landscape are signs of the Bad River Band’s commitment to the environment.

The Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe was given a Tribal Wildlife Grant in the amount of $209,000 in 2004.  The tribe matched that amount with $157,220 in order to do a Cormorant Diet Study.
  In 2007, the Leech Lake Band published a study on their findings.  “The overall goal of this project is to determine if cormorants (medium to large seabirds) played a role in the decline of walleye in the early 2000’s and if they did, at what population level they can be managed without having a significant negative effect on game fish and on other species of colonial waterbirds that nest alongside cormorants on Little Pelican Island.”
  The result of the findings indicated that the cormorants studied consumed a diet of less than one percent of walleye, meaning the cormorants were not affecting the walleye population.  This study did include the removal of several hundred waterfowl in north central Minnesota in order to produce accurate results.

In 2003, the Little River Band of Ottawa Indians received a Tribal Landowner Incentive Grant in the amount of $137,644 for a Bobcat Protection Project.  The tribe added to that amount a total of $74,936.
  This project allowed the Little River Band to study spatial distribution, home range size, and habitat in order to continue to study and monitor the bobcat population in Manistee, Michigan.  

In northwestern Wisconsin, the Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians is also striving to encourage environmental responsibility.  One of their governmental entities includes the Conservation Department which deals with water quality, environmental protection, and other conservation related issues.  The Conservation Department works with the Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission (GLIFWC) as well as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  The Fish Hatchery the tribe operates is responsible for “gathering spawn to restock reservation lakes, as well as lakes in ceded areas harvested by tribal members.”

As seen in the figures of the previous studies, tribes often match a substantial amount to fund their projects.  Tribes have moved into the current era while maintaining their heritage.  They have continued or instigated an ecologically positive standpoint through their own initiatives or with governmental assistance.  

Overall, Wisconsin American Indian Tribes have shown an ability to serve the land in multiple ways.  In addition, the efforts of all Midwestern tribes are valuable to Wisconsin because fish and wildlife migrate in and out of rivers which cross through neighboring states.  Their contributions are valuable and worthwhile in terms of ensuring sportsmanship in the form of fishing and a general desire to maintain fish and wildlife populations in Wisconsin.

Conclusion

The battle between treaty rights and state laws continued to rage for many years, extending into another century, and uncertainty continued.  Finally, justice was served in the form of the 1983 Voigt Decision following events such as the arrest of the Tribble brothers.  In response to the case one of the judges, Judge Bunn stated, 

After taking from (the Ojibwe) the great body of their lands in …Wisconsin, allowing them to reserve certain portions for reservations, and stipulating they should always have the right to fish and hunt upon all lands so ceded, it would be adding insult as well as injustice now to deprive them of the poor privilege of fishing…upon their own reservation.

The Voigt decision secured the rights of the Ojibwe to continue taking advantage of their reserved rights.

The death of Joe White is but one instance where an American Indian has suffered due to a poor relationship between natives and the state.  The trial of his killers showed strong Anti-American Indian feelings, and a disregard for treaty rights.  American Indians have taken steps to improve their image.  That they are slaughterers with no regard to state laws has been proven a falsehood through their current efforts maintain fish and wildlife species.  It is this author’s desire that a positive relationship between American Indians and the states may flourish and provide for an abundant environment. 
Appendix A
Press reports & court documents concerning the killing of Chief Joe White, 1894, “Map of the Shooting Introduced at the Trial.”
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