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Tape 1/Side 1
00:00:04
Introduction by DG

00:01:04
DG graduated from West High School in Akron, Ohio, in 1924.  He wanted to go to Princeton and become a lawyer but could not afford it, so he came to UW because he had visited his brother there a few years earlier and liked the town.

00:02:05
DG developed an interest in French, which was to become his major.  He shared a room with his brother in the Sigma Alpha Epsilon House.  DG was initiated into SAE with normal hazing for the time.  He had chores to perform and a quest to complete – a seat from Camp Randall Stadium and a duck egg.  He also had to carry a paddle around his neck, which was to be used on him by members if he misbehaved.

00:03:13
DG discusses the Department of French in the spring of 1926.  Members he had contact with included William F. Giese, Hugh A. Smith, Lucy M. Gay, Robert Mitchell, and Jeanne H. Greenleaf.  Of those, only Mitchell had a Ph.D.

00:04:11
Charles F. Gillan served as DG's undergraduate advisor.  His Ph.D. advisor was Frederick Cheydleur.  Cheydleur supervised all TAs in the French Department.  Jeanne H. Greenleaf, a Parisian by birth, was exceptionally talented.  She taught phonetics and diction.  Between 1926 and 1938, most members of the French Department did little research and publishing, although some occasionally wrote texts, which DG figures they probably did for the extra income it provided them.

00:06:44
DG describes the French House.  He talks about the "Italian Table," which was set aside for TAs in Italian.  He also discusses various visitors to the French House.

00:07:54
DG discusses the French Club, which had bi-monthly meetings at the French House.  Special programs were held at Christmas and on Bastille Day.  DG discusses his involvement with the French Club.

00:08:36
Upon graduation, DG received an assistantship in France.  While in France he met UW French Professor Casimir Zdanowicz for lunch, where he was offered and accepted a teaching assistantship at UW for the following year (1929).

00:09:10
DG notes that his detailed account of the famous Rocking Chair Incident can be found in a letter he wrote to Arthur Hove, a copy of which is on file in DG's folder in the Oral History Project office.

00:09:37
Regarding The Daily Cardinal, DG talks about his job there, which was reading proof.  He gave up his Cardinal job to take a job in a local bookstore.  DG notes that to his knowledge students and staff accepted the Cardinal as the morning newspaper.

00:10:53
DG describes the Sigma Alpha Epsilon house which, while he lived there, housed 25-30 students.  DG served as house manager and treasurer during his senior year.  He received free room and board in return.  SAE had a housemother, but only during the summer months, when the house was rented to girls.

00:12:05
While living in the SAE house, DG initiated a tutoring program for fraternity pledges.  The program proved successful and DG was thanked personally for his efforts by Dean of Men Scott Goodnight.  Regarding drinking, DG says members of his fraternity occasionally drank bootleg beer and liquor, but almost always in moderation.  He goes on to mention some of the speakeasies in Little Italy.

00:13:21
DG talks about how politicians would come around on election day and offer a glass of beer in return for a vote.  SAE members often accepted the "bribe," then voted for whoever they wanted to anyway.

00:13:45
Professor Twenhofel of the Geology Department and Robert Aurner were the faculty advisors for SAE during the years DG was a member.  Rule infractions were handled by chapter offices.  DG remembers a few suspensions by University authorities; and subsequent expulsion by the national office.  DG remembers Greeks playing a prominent role in campus life.

00:14:41
As a TA, DG lived in a one bedroom apartment on Sterling Court.  This is where the Rocking Chair Incident took place.  During summers, DG lived in the University Club.  To live in the University Club, all one needed was a recommendation and an introduction by a member.  DG had a small, furnished private room.  He describes University Club facilities; as well as the dinners and dances that took place there.

00:16:18
Professor Miles Hanley of the English Department lived in the University Club.  After an accident, he actually met some of his classes there.

00:16:42
French House, French Club, and acting in French plays left DG little time for additional extracurricular activities.  When Memorial Union opened, DG did spend time in the Music Room, the library, and the Terrace.  He also frequented the Campus Soda Grill, the Chocolate Shop, the White Tower Hamburger Shop, and a popcorn stand on the corner of Langdon and Lake.

00:17:50
On campus, many students used alcohol, and smoking was common. Cigarette companies routinely distributed free samples at fraternity houses.

00:18:23
As an undergraduate, DG qualified for an out-of-state tuition scholarship.  His parents also helped him out financially.  DG received 50¢ to 75¢ an hour from his job at a bookstore. Free board at the SAE house. 
00:19:03
Growing up in a fundamentalist Methodist family, DG rarely missed church while growing up.  In Madison, DG went to church only on special occasions.  Religion was often discussed in campus bull sessions.

00:19:40
Regarding Glenn Frank, DG met him twice.  The first time was at a reception for seniors at Frank's residence.  The second time was at the Stock Pavilion, where DG received his BA degree in 1928.  DG discusses his graduation, and talks about how Charles Lindberg, who received an honorary degree that year, accidentally tripped DG during the ceremony.  DG describes Glenn Frank's car.

00:21:40
DG recalls how Alexander Meiklejohn offered a seminar in World Philosophy in the Fall of 1926.  Meiklejohn expected a dozen students and over 300 signed up.  About 125 remained after Meiklejohn scared most of them off the first day of class.  Meiklejohn tried, but without much apparent success, to conduct the class as a seminar.  DG describes how once, during a winter storm, he drove his brother's car out to Meiklejohn's house for a conference.  The conference was canceled but DG's car got stuck in Meiklejohn's driveway.  He recalls Meiklejohn coming out in his dressing gown to help him push his car out of the driveway.  DG subsequently got a low grade in Meiklejohn's course and dropped it after the first semester.

00:23:59
After Lindberg's flight there were several pilots who took to making a living by barnstorming around the country in their planes and giving rides for $5.00 a person.  One such pilot came to Madison, and DG describes the plane and the flight.

00:25:15
DG discusses Carl Russell Fish's course called "Representative Americans."  A very popular course, Fish got "sky rockets" for each historical figure he lectured about.  DG describes how Fish sometimes dressed in the costume of the person he was lecturing about.

00:25:59
Carl Stevenson was DG's favorite professor.  He discusses him briefly.

00:26:26
DG states how Catherine and Robert Aurner were popular hosts at fraternity dances; and how Professor Twenhofel was often a lunch guest at the fraternity house.

00:26:48
Doc Meanwell, on the other hand, became alienated from DG's fraternity house because the fraternity refused to approach four perspective basketball players about membership in the fraternity.

00:27:19
DG discusses the phobias of William Ellery Leonard and William E. Giese.

00:28:50
Regarding the Experimental College, DG said there was a great deal of hostility between the Experimental College and the faculty on the Hill.  DG suspected it had something to do with how well paid the Experimental College staff was.  DG's perceptions of the Experimental College was that it swept away the foundations of the students' moral philosophy without replacing it with anything.

00:30:19
DG doesn't recall any major campus turmoil over the move toward making R.O.T.C. compulsory, although he recalls the student body being predictably opposed.

00:30:43
Regarding student attitudes, DG recalls a general acceptance of Jews, who had their own fraternities, and blacks. DG could not recall much social mixing; nor could he remember any overt acts of discrimination between groups. He does recall students making comments about "those smart-alecky Jews from the East," however.  DG remembers thinking how the Jewish students on campus were generally better equipped intellectually than those who made the disparaging remarks.

00:32:17
DG did not see the Depression as having any drastic effect on student life.  He does remember faculty salaries being frozen, however.

00:32:40
In the fall of 1931, DG joined the Oberlin College faculty.  He had a salary of $900 as a Madison TA, and $2,500 as an instructor at Oberlin.  He remembers that his major professor at UW was making $3,000 when he left for his job at Oberlin.

00:33:50
As a TA, DG suggested putting on a play for Wisconsin High School students.  This idea was enthusiastically endorsed by Professor Zdanowicz and Laura Johnson.  It also received the enthusiastic support of the high school French teachers.  The play was a success and was put on for several years thereafter.

00:35:05
Before Memorial Union was built, concerts were held in the Stock Pavilion.  DG goes on to recall some of the more memorial concerts.

00:36:38
DG recalls life in Madison as being very pleasant--except for the weather.  He recalled how during one particularly bad heat wave, a movie house opened its doors and allowed residents to come in and spend the night in air conditioned splendor.  He also remembers how it once got to -40° with a 75 mph wind.  Such is Madison!

00:38:54
End of side.  End of interview.
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