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b s  t r a c t  

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  t u d y  was t o  d e t e r m i n e  s t u d e n t  

p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  m a j o r  i n f l t h e n c e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  h i g h  

a t t r i t i o n  r a t e  o f  f r e shmem ROTC c a d e t s  f r o m  t h e  P r i i l i t a r y  

S c i e n c e  p r o g r a m  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i s c o n s i n - L a  C r o s s @ +  

The s u b j e c t s  u s e d  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a l l  First 

semester, male, f r e s h m e n  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  ROTC p r o g r a m  f o r  

s c h o o l  y e a r s  1 9 7 1 - 7 2  a n d  1 9 7 2 - 7 3 ,  The t o t a l  number o f  

s t u d e n t s  f o r  t h e  two s c h o o l  y e a r s  was 1 0 8 .  

The  s u b j e c t s  w e r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  two g r o u p s ,  t h e  

d r o p o u t s  a n d  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s .  A q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was m a i l e d  

t o  e a c h  s u b j e c t  t o  c o l l e c t  p e r c e p t u a l  d a t a  f o r  t h e  s t u d y .  

The  d a t a  o b t a i n e d  were t a b u l a t e d  a n d  t-tests f o r  
1 

c o r r e l a t e d  means  a n d  f o r  i n d e p e n d e n t  means  were c o m p u t e d  

ts d e t e r m i n e  i f  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  p e r c e p t u a l  
? 

d i f f e r e n c e s  e x i s t e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  d r o p o u t s  a n d  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s ,  
I 

The r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  
r 0 

d l f  f e r e n e a s  b e t w e e n  t h e  d a a p o u t s  and t h e  p e r s i s t e r s ,  a n d  
I 

s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  d r o p o u t s  h a v e  a more  i n d e p e n d e n t  a t t i t u d e  ' A  
I : 

t o w a r d  b o t h  i n t e r n a l  a n d  e x t e r n a l  i n f l u e n c e s  t h a n  t h e  , 
I 1 

p e r s i s t e r s ,  
7 

n o t a d  f o r  f 

S t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  were 

L o f  t h e  33 items o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e . w h o n  t h e  
t 

t - t e s t  f o r  i n d e p e n d e n t  me,ans was u s e d .  

I t  has c o n c l u d e d  Prom t h e  s t u d y  t h a t  t h e r e  was an 
il 

o v e r a l l  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  s i g l n i f i c a n t  p e r c e p t u a l  d i f f e r e n c e  

b e t w e e n  d r o p o u t s  a n d  p e r s ~ i s t e r s .  1 



I n t r o d u c t i o n  

The Army R e s e r v e  f3P69cersq T r a i n i n g  Corps  (ROTC) . 

program was f i r s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  at ~ R B  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

Wisconsin-La C r o s s e  b a g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l  year $97B-128 

The i n i t i a l  f r e s h m a n  s n r q l l h e n t  o f  50 c a d e t s  was t h e  

h i g h e s t  o f  a n y  o f  t h e  t e d  c o l l e ~ g e s  and  u n i v e r s i t i e s  
I 

o f f e r i n g  Army R O T C  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Wiscons in .  

For  t h e  s c h o o l  year 1972-73 t h e  Freshman R0TC 

s n r a l l r n e n t  i n c r e a s e d  t o  58 c a d e t s .  Only f o u r  o f  t h e  29 

c o l l a g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  a F i v e  s t a t e  arsa i n c l u d i n g  

I l l i n o i s ,  Iowa, Mich igan ,  M i n n e s o t a ,  and  W i s c o n s i n  had a 

h i g h e r  e n r o l l m e n t  f i g u r e  f o r  f r e s h m a n  c a d e s s ,  

A t  t h e  end o f  the First semester o f  s c h o o l  ysar 1972- 

73, i t  was a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  M i l i t a r y  S c i e n c e  Department 

was a b l e  to a t t r a c t  a l a q g e  number a? s l u d e n t s  i n t o  tkts 

p rogram b u t  the a t t r i t i o n  r a t e  was a l s o  r u n n i n g  v s r y  h i g h ,  

Tor t h e  1971-72 p e r i o d  t h e  a t t r i t i o n  r a t e  ,was 66.7 peresnf;, 

and  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  semeqtsr o f  1972-73 the rate for t h a  

new class was 45 p e r c e n t .  T h i s  r a t e  was tho  s e c o n d  h i g h s s t  

i n  t h e  s t a t e  and compared unFavorabPy w i t h  most o f  the 

coPSeges  and  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  t h e  F i f t h  Army area. 
I 

Four  basic  t e n e t s  a$e g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  or accepted . 

when discussing success o~r lack o f  i t  For a n  Army R O T C .  

program.  These  are; r e c r u i t i n g ,  r e t a i n i n g ,  m o t i v a t i n g ,  and \/ 



2 
I 

t r a i n i n g .  I f  a r e c r u i t i n g  program h a s  been  s u c c e s s f u l ,  

t h e  r e t e n t i o n  o f  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  program becomes o f  

paramount  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  A v a i l a b l e  d a t a  i n d i c a t e  a t  t h i s  

t i m e  ths  a t t r i t i o n  d a t e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

h l i scons in-La  C r o s s e  h a s  t a k e n  an unsatisfactory taand 

therefoze, t h i s  s t u d y  had  been  i n i t i a t e d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h i s  

S t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  Problem 

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  Mas t o  d e t s r m i n s  s t u d e n t  

p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  m a j o r  i n f l u e n c e s  i n v o l v e d  I n  t h e  h i g h  

a t t r i t i o n  r a t s  o f  f r e shmqn  ROTC c a d e t s  from %he @lif i t a ry  
K 

S c i e n c e  program a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin-La Crosse, 
? 

Need far t h , e  Study 

The M i l i t a r y  S c i e n c e  Depa r tmen t  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
I 

Wisconsin-La C r o s s e  i s  r g q u i r e d  by Army R e g u l a t i o n  t o  
'. 

c o n d u e t  a s p e c i f i c  minimum ROTC r e c r u i t i n g  program (18:8). 

Ths program r e q u i r e m e n t s  ; i n c l u d e  v i s i t s  t o  a11 s e n i o r  h i g h  
1 

I 

s c h o o l s  Lnd a l l  c o l l e g e s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  t h e  a s s i g n e d  
I 

r e c r u i G i w g  area. T h i s  i n c l u d e s  81 h i g h  S C ~ C I O P S ,  two 
r 

j u n i o r  c o l l e g e s ,  a n d  feud four-year i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  v i s i t a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  
5. 

d e p a r t m e n t  c o n d u c t s  a n  e x t e n s i v e  m a i l i n g  campaign  d i r e c t e d  

a t  p r o s p b c t i v e  s t u d e n t s ,  t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  and  

g u i d a n c e  c o u n s e l o r s .  Fod t h e  p e r i o d  1971-72 and 1972-73, 
L 

t h i s  campaign r e p r e s e n t e d  an a v e r a g e  o f  3,850 l e t t e r s  per 

year. Each of  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  is accompanied  by an a v e r a g e  
J 

o f  f o u r  o t h e r  p i e c e s  o f  r ~ e c r u i t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e .  
t 



The v i s i t a t i o n  progqam i s  c a r r i e d  o u t  d u r i n g  t h e  

s c h o o l  y e a r  by t h e  o f f i c d r s  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  M i l i t a r y  

S c i e n c e  Depa r tmen t  w i t h  min imal  a s s i s t a n c e  Tram Advance 

C o u r s e  c a d s t s .  D u r i n g  t6e  summer p e r i o d  a n  s x t a n s i v e  

s t a t e - w i d e  p ~ r s o n a l  c o n t a c t  p rogram i s  c a r r i e d  out by 

Advanced C o u r s e  c a d e t s .  f o r  t h e  3.973 summer p e r i o d  this 

program c o n s i s t e d  o f  184 p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t s  by t h e  s i x  

s e n i o r  c a d s t s  i n v o l v e d .  
I 

C o n s i d e r a b l e  c o s t  is i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  M i l i t a r y  S c i e n c e  

D e p a r t m e n t  r e c r u i t i n g  e f P o r t .  Because  o f  this c o s t  and  

t h e  personne l .  e f f o r t  i n v o l l v s d ,  i t  is  o f  majar c o n c e r n  t h a t  

t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  who are  a b t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  program b e  

r e t a i n e d  bsyond t h e  f i r s t  yeaP o f  ROTC. A f t e r  two y e a a s  

t h e  r e t e n t i o n  r a t e  appear i s  t o  b e  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y .  B e f o r @  

a n y  ma jo r  p o l i c y ,  p rog ram,  p e r s o n n e l ,  o r  c u r r i c u P u m  c h a n g e s  
r 

can be made t h a t  m i g h t  a f l F e e t  t h e  a t t r i t i o n  r a t e ,  t h e  

r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  t r e n d  mu~s t  b e  d e t e r m i n e d .  
I 

R ~ E a t e d  L i t e r a t u r e  
I 

T h e r s  i s  v e r y  little, l i t e r a t u r e  ol: r e s e a r c h  o n  t h e  
1 

p r ob l em o f  R O T C  a t t r i t i o n  a f t e r  t h s  f i r s t  ysar i n  t h e  

There is c o n s i d i e r a b l e  I r e s e a r c h  o n  t h e ' s u b j e c t  of 

c o l l e g e  a t t r i t i o n  b u t  t h e  s t u d i e s  do n o t  deal d i r s c t l y  
I 

w i t h  t h e  s p e c i f i c  problem,  o f  ROTC r e t e n t i o n .  However, 

these s t u d i e s  h a v e  v a l u e  i n  t h a t  causal F a c t o r s  i n  

a t t r i t i o n  a re  d i s c u s s e d  iin g e n e r a l  and t h e s e  f a c t o r s  ass , 

p r e s e n t  t o  some e x t e n t  o n  a v s r y  campus. 
I 

A r a s e a r c h  r e p o r t  pr iepared f o r  t h s  Cont inantwl  Army 



Command by a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  r e s e a r c h  firm ( ~ a n i e l  Y a n k e l o v i c h ,  

I n c . ,  1 9 7 2 )  was s p e c i f i c  i n  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  ROTC 

recruiting e f f o r t s  s h o u l d  r e t a i n  t h e i r  own i d e n t i t y  r a t h e r  

t h a n  b e i n g  r e o r i e n t e d  t o w a r d  t h e  " T o d a y ' s  Army Wants  t o  

J o i n  You" a p p r o a c h .  T h i s  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  w i t h i n  

t h e  Army commands t h a t  ROTC r e c r u i t i n g  i s  a d i s t i n c t l y  

s e p a r a t e  p r o b l e m  f r o m  r e c r u i t i n g  f o r  t h e  Army i n  G e n e r a l ,  

T h i s  r e p o r t  a l s o  g a t h e r e d  some i n f a r m a t i v e  d a t a  o n  

w h a t  some 5 0 0  s t u d e n t s  i n  ROTC o n  7 0  c a m p u s e s  acrass t h e  , 

n a t i o n  see as d i s t i n c t  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  t o  ROTC, T h e s e  mere: 

t h e  w e e k l y  c o m m i t m e n t s  a r e  t o o  r e s t r i c t i v e ,  t h e  service 
! 

o b l i g a t i o n  i s  l o n g e r  t h a n  f o r  d r a f t e e s ,  a n d  the f e a r  o f  

mockery  a n d  criticism f rom f e l l o w  s t u d e n t s ,  The 
1 

a d v a n t a g e s  d e s c r i b e d  by t h e  same s t u d e n t s  i n c l u d e d  l i b e r a l  

s c h o l a r s h i p  p r o g r a m s ,  good career o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a n d  
1 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n .  

S t u d i e s  by A s t i n  ( 1 9 7 2 ) ,  Merrill ( 1 9 6 7 ) ,  S t o r d a h l  i' 

( l 9 7 0 ) ,  a n d  S u m m e r s k i l l  ( 1 9 6 2 )  r e v e a l  t h a t  a commonly 

a c c e p t e d  a t t r i t i o n  r a t e  f o r  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  

m a t r i c u l a t i o n  t o  g r a d u a t i o n  i s  somewhere  b e t w e e n  40 a n d  5 0  

p e r c e n t ,  ' d e p e n d i n g  u p o n  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  c r i t e r i a  u s e d .  
'7 

T h e s e  same s t u d i e s  d i s c u s s  many r e a s o n s  why some s t u d e n t s  
i 

p e r s i s t  Gnd shy o t h e r s  d r o p  o u t .  A s t i n  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e r e  

i s  a c o n s i s t a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  h i g h  ~ c h o o L  a c a d s m i c  

p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  p e r s i s t e n c e  i n  c o l l e g e .  MerrilL's s t u d y  

o n  d r o p o u t s  s u p p o r t s  A s t i n ' s  c o n c l u s i o n s .  Bo th  o f  tkess 
i 

s t u d i e s  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  a c a d e m i c  difficulty i s  the  p r i m a r y  



I 

c a u s a l  f a c t o r  i n  c o l l e g e  d t t r i t i o n  rates.  
I 

S t o r d a h 1 8 s  d r o p o u t  p g r c e n t a g e  f o r  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  

i s  v e r y  similar Lo t h a t  o c  A s t i n  a n d  M e r r i l S  b u t  h e  f o u n d  i 
I 

t h a t  t h o  p r i m a r y  c a u s a l  f a c t o r s  i n  a t t r i t i o n  were 

n o n a c a d e m i c  i n  n a t u r e .  ~ d s  s t u d y  b y  S u m m a r s k i l l  r e a c h e s  

a s imi la r  c o n c l u s i o n .  
I 

A s t u d y  by S t e w a r t  a d d  Hauck ( 1 9 6 8 )  a t  O h i o  S t a t e  

U n i v e r s i t y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  e v e n  t h o u g h  34 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  

e l i g i b l e  ma1 e u n d e r g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  were e n r o l l e d  i n  R O T C  

f o r  c r e d i t .  f u l l y  43 p e r c b n t  o f  t h i s  g r o u p  maintained a 

n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  i n  a n y  f o r m .  

S h a r p  a n d  Krasenor ( 1 9 6 8 )  i n d i c a t e d  i n  their s t u d y  
I 

t h a t  ROTC was t h e  s e c o n d  m o s t  n e g a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  on co l f ega  

c a m p u s e s  among g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s .  T h i s  a t t i t u d e  was f a1 t 

t o  have b e e n  t r a n s m i t t e d  $0 u n d e r g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  

t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  h a v e  a f f e c t e d  e n r o l l m e n t  a n d  a t t r i t i o n  i n  t h e  

R O T C  p r o g r a m s .  I 

I 

J o s e p h  W. S c o t t  (196$) p u b l i s h e d  a n  a r t i c l s  w h i c h  
I 

d i s c u s s e d  the  p e r c e p t i o n s  I t h a t  s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n  ROTC 

h a v e  o f  a m i l i t a r y  career.  
I 

T h i s  s t u d y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  R O T C  

s t u d e n t s  i n  g e n e r a l  a n d  soc ia l  s c i e n c e  majors i n  

p a r t i c u l a r  p e r c e i v e  a mil i tary career as  b e i n g  low i n  

s t a t u s ,  p r e s t i g e ,  and m o n e t a r y  r e w a r d .  The s t u d y  a l s o  
I 

revealed t h a t  s t u d e n t s  g e h @ r a l l y  I b e l i e v e d  t h a t  m i l i t a r y  
I 

I 

s c i e n c e  c o U E s e s  a n d  t e x t s  were s u b s t a n d a r d  and b i a s e d .  

A s s u m p t i o n s  
i 

I t  was a s s u m e d  t h a t  fhe s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  R O T C  
, I 



I 

p r o g r a m  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wiscosn in -La  C r o s s e  w a r e  n o t  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i P f  e r e n t  t d a n  s t u d a n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n  similar 

p r o g r a m s  i n  othsr  s t a t e  su~pcrtnd u n i v e r s i t i e s .  

A s e c o n d  a s s u m p t i o n  ;as t h a t  t h e  M i l i t a r y  S c i e n c e  

Program a t  kha  U n i v e f s i t y  o f  Wiscons in -La  Crosse i s  n o t  
I 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  fr,orn M i l i t a r y  S c i e n c e  p r o g r a m s  
I 

a t  o t h e r  c o l l e g e s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  

Hypothes is  

Tha h y p o t h e s i s  t e s t e i  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  was t h a t  no 
I 

s i g n i f i c a n t  d i P f e r e n o e s  in p e r c e p t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a l  a n d  
I 

external i n f l u e n c e s  e x i s t  b a t w e e n  R O T C  f r e s h m e n  u~ho remain 

i n  t h e  R O T C  p r o g r a m  a n d  t d o s a  who d r o p  o u t .  

I 

I 



h 0 
f4 $4 2 . 4  

P 
53 

Q r 3  E - 
-G, E = cu a r n aJ 
.PJ - a X &  a -Q 6) m 
r-4 r-i k W m  k k Q (%, t-i 
4 a 0 3 0  01 0 8)  k Q 
E [n Q @ - ' k  0  LL- a * %  

8 k ~ n a  8) O E U O  
a, -4 a m a, 4 1 3 8 ) ~  
s E (0 hl a -@ 
@ 8 U -4 I- m m a , o a  

0) .ri + JZ 0 . I &  u c 3 6 s .  
Qf E D 0 @ ' L I T  J-, a, C Q ) B f  
k 0 E . k CJI E C: 
Cn &I L 0 8 U ) B )  . 4 @ 6 0  
Q) b. r( 0 1 O d I k k r - Q  8 k O E  
P a 2 e , a % ~ b i  to m B 

4-J 3 4 U @ > r n  @ a @  
u a M o c c c n o a  C ) B . Q  
c u s.4 C . ~ O ( B  o a m rn 8)  
a Q B -4 bi E -0 (D 0 u 

O  JZ m a , a c , a  k B ) + ' C u  
E -6, - 0 ~ 3 a m a 1  m 0 0 
m U -4 a, 0 Jz .c C cn 
k C- 3 6 li) Cr O Q . r l U  
cJ, o r m $ i  cn -4 I- 
0 M X E c l - Q t D - P T J - r l  E O C O  
b.r k E a c a m  m i x  
a c m ~ ) r a ~ - m u  m .r( 

(0 4J r - ( O O O E C  k X c c J C  
0- c 17 kr E a m k  a <  
0 *- 3 O O U C O  O m E  

0 I 4  f k o o t n  Q f . 6 J a  
- C  - - - - 0  - -  3- -.I-- - 0  -- - -Q1 - - - - * d  Y L 

0 i n > *  - V Z L T X @  r-i C, 
-4 a C .C, 3 0 E Q  < * c ( m W  
4 O . C O a , @  r l & I - @  E C U  
C]  r l c n u  c . r ~  a a m  4 m 
P( 3 @ m E  - X @ U  
a D O ~ ~ O E U O C U  a @ .,-I 
E T k O  , - I ~ T J O U ~ ) * O . ~ D Q I  
0 f 4 O  @ U l k ( n k U )  
0 @ &- 0 k * r l Q k O k  

.4 & l a m - C X  a (1) 3 
C  ** E f-4 ** C @ 3 Q) > k O  
o c m m 1 - ( m  .~ u 
a 0 o 6 r a e )  c u  

a i - a  
4 - ' - @ 0 4 0 ~ 0 3  0 U 

C C .rl k -4 -4 6 4 i x C  
0 a k C L U  a U *  - . C , v . &  . # z . s & q t  0.. c . ( D  
*-I E -C) 0 > 

3 Q D m P I - 0  
( ~ k r c c ~ a a u a  L M m a  
9 4  -4 C  0 k CU I 8) *d 
E 3 Q) .A E 0 6, r-4 U 
E U . t i  “u 0 .d C E 1-4 8)  
o o a 6r kr Q) m o a 
k) k [n E k a 0 Cn U 0 

(I) k 

et 
Ecl 
a, 
C 
al 



S t a t e s .  T h i s  command wad d ~ a c t i v a t e d  on J u l y  1, 1 9 7 5 .  

P o p u l a t i o n  

The p o p u l a t i o n  u s e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  i n c l u d e d  a11 1 0 8  men 

who were e n r o l l a d  a s  f r e s h m a n  ROTC c a d e t s  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
I 

o f  W i s c o n s i n - L a  C r o s s e  Plsllitary S c i e n c e  p r o g r a m  d u r i n g  t h e  PI 
s c h o o l  y e a r s  1 9 7 1 - 7 2  a n d  1 9 7 2 - 7 3 .  The e n t i r e  p o p u l a t i o n  

I 
was u s e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  a sample b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  small n u m b e r s  

I 

i n v o l v a d .  I ~ 
The p o p u l a t i o n  was d r o k e n  down i n t o  two g r o u p s *  

I 

Group  A ( d r o p o u t s ) ,  a n d  d r o u p  B ( p e r s i s t e r s ) .  Group  A 

i n c l u d e d  a l l  f r e s h m a n  c a d e t s  who h a d  d r o p p e d  o u t  o f  t h e  

ROTC program i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  r e a s o n ,  a n d  Group  B i n c l u d c d  
I 

a l l  o P  t h a  o r i g i n a l  108  ( r s s h m a n  c a d s t s  who h a d  r e m a i n e d  

i n  t h e  p r o g r a m .  

The o n l y  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  u s e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  ~ 
p o p u l a t i o n  was t h a t  e a c h  man was a n  academic f r e s h m a n  by 

c r e d i t  h o u r s  c o m p l e t i o n  c ~ r i t e r i a  as well  as a n  R D T C  p r o g r a m  
I 

f r e s h m a n .  

I n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  
t 

No s t a n d a r d  t e s t  o r  

study dug  t o  t h e  b r o a d  ar 

b e i n g  s t u d i e d .  The d e v i c  

w h i c h  a s k e d  s u b j e c t s  t o  r 

s t a t e m e n t s  o n  a f i v e - p o i n  

n u m e r i c a l  v a l u e s  f r o m  one 

The " s e l f - r e p o r t "  me 

u s e d  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  many 

t u n s p e c i f i c  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  p rob lem 

r u s e d  was a 33 i t e m  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  

l spsnd  t o  c e r t a in  s i t u a t i o n a l  

, c o n t i n u u m  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  
t . 

t o  F i v e .  

hod u t i l i z e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  was 

i n h e r e n t  d i f f i c u l t f  es i n  
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d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  v a l i d i t y  a n d  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  s u c h  a n  

i n s t r u m e n t ,  The l a c k  o f  a c o n t r o l  g r o u p  i n  t h e  study and 
I 

t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  b i a s  b a s e d  o n  f e a r  o f  r e t r i b u t i ~ n  was 
I 

h o p e f u l l y  o v e r c o m e  by  t h e  c o m p l s t e  a n o n y m i t y  o f  t h e  

s ~ s p o n d e o t v s  r e p l y .  T h e  e i s  no means  by which  t h e  d a t a  4 
o r  responses o n  t h e  q u e s  i o n n a i r e s  c a n  be t r a c e d  back t o  t 
t h e  r e s p o n d e n t .  ~ 

A t - t e s t  fo r  i n d e p s d d e n t  means  was u s e d  o n  t h e  data 

t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  s i g n i f i c q n t  p e r c e p t u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  existed 
I 

b ~ t w e e n  Group  A a n d  ~ r o u d  B w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  s a c h  variable  
I 

i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  t h e  s t u d $ .  ~ 
Procedure I 

~ l l *  o f  t h e  d a t a  c o n J e r n i n g  e n r o l l m e n t  a n d  Hcademic  
I 

s t a t u s  o; t h e  ROTC s t u d e r ! t s  sere o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  o f f i c i a l  

f i l e s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  d f  W i s c o n s i n - L a  C r o s s  a m i l i t a r y  

S c i e n c e  D e p a r t m e n t ,  ~ t u d d n t  Affa i rs  O f f i c e ,  o r  &om t h e  

Registrars* O f f i c e .  A l l  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  was a c c o m p l i s h e d  

by t h e  c o m p u t e r  c e n t e r .  ~ 
I 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  were m a i l e d  t o  109 men who h a d  b e e n  
I 

s n r o l l a d  a s  f r e s h m a n   ROT^ c a d e t s  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

 isc cons in-~a C r o s s e  Mi l i t a ry  S c i e n c e  p r o g r a m .  T h e s e  men 

were d i v i d e d  i n t o  two g r o u p s ,  t h e  d r o p o u t s  a n d  ths 

p e r s i s t e r s ,  The  q u e s t i o  n a i r e  s e n t  t o  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  
t I 

i n v o l v e d  was coded  o n l y  do a l l o w  a p p r o p r i a t e  g r o u p  ~ 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  , ~ 

- 

A t o t a l  o f  17 a c a d e d i c  s o p h o m o r e s  who were e n r o l l e d  

i n  t h e  f r e s h m a n  ROTC c o u r s e  a n d  who were c o n c u r r e n t l y  ~ 



e n r o l l e d  i n  s o p h o m o r e  ROTC c o u r s e s  were e x c l u d e d  f rom t h e  

t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  

R e s p o n s e s  wgre r a c e  v e d  Prom 63 o r  58.3 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  

t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  The 2 5  r e s p o n s e s  f r o m  Group  A ( d r o p o u t s )  

repressnted a 45.4 p e r c a d %  r e t u r n  w h i l e  the  2 8  r e s p o n s e s  

from Group B ( p e r s i s t e r s j  r o p r o s s n t e d  a 65.1 p e r c e n t  
~. 

r e t u r n .  ~ R e s p o n s e  d a t a  f r o m  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  were t a b u l a t e d  
I 

t o  i n d i c a t e  f r s q u e n c y  o f  r e s p o n s e  t o  sach v a l u e  o n  tha 
I 

c o n t i n u u m .  T h i s  t a b u l a t d o n  was p e a f o r m e d  f o r  sach g r o u p ,  
I 

programmed f o r  t h e  compuder ,  e n d  a n a l y z e d  t o  d a t s r m i n e  
I 

d i f  f e r e n ; s s  between g r o u d  p e r c e p t i o n s .  

D e l i m i t a k i a n s  

This s t u d y  was c o n d ? c t s d  w i t h  m i l i t a r y  s c i e n c e  s t u d e n t s  

L i m i t a t i o n s  i 
i I 

a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f   isd don sin-~a C r o s s e  e n d  t h e  r e s u l t s  

The s i t u a t i o n a l  s t a $ e m e n t s  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  
c I 

may n o t  b e  a p p l i c a b l e  Lo o t h e r  c o l l a g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s .  

steps t o  s o l v a  i n t e r n a l  problems b u t  c o u l d  do v e r y  l i t t l e  

p r e d o m i n a t e l y  r e f l e c t e d  d n t s r n a l  ROTC p r o g r a m  i n f P u e n c a s  

t o  e f f  eck e x t e r n a l  c o n s i d ~ a r a t i o n s .  ~ 

v e r s u s  e x t e r n a l  i n f l u e n c e s .  T h i s  was basad on a b e l i e f  
I 

t h a t  t h e ,  M i l i t a r y  S c i s n c g  D e p a r t m e n t  c o u l d  t aka  a p p r o p r i a t e  



1 C h a p t e r  3 

/ 1 
R e s u l t s  and  D i s c u s s i o  

I 
r 

1 D i s cus sLon  o f  T e s t s  a f  S i g n i f i c a n c e  

The  i n i t i a l  s t a t i s k i c a l ' p r o c e d u r e  u s e d  t o  t e s t  t h e  

n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  w ? s  t h e  t - t e s t  f o r  c o r r a l a t a d  

I 
! means,  R e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  t e s t  a r e  shown i n  T a b l e s  1, Z p  3 ,  
l 

and  4. The t a b l e s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  f o u r  s u b j e c t  a r e a s  s t u d i e d  

i n  t h i s  p a p e r .  

I 
i TABLE 1 

t - t e s t  f o r  C o r r e l a t e d  Means 
M i l i t a r y  S c i e n c e  I n s t r u c t o r s  

- 
i I t e m  N o e  D r o g o u t s  P s r s i s t e r s  D ' X 

D* 
K 

1 l 3m64 1 .30  l .El56 
I 

2  l 3e60  3m25 l 4 5  m2025 
r 

3, . 2.52 2m17 * 35 e l 2 2 5  

4 *  , 4.64 4  l 28 l 36  v e l 2 9 6  

5  l 2  l 28 1m96 32  ,1024 
r 

6 l 2m06 1 e 8 5  e23  no529 

7  2.88 2m04 m84 ,7056  

8 l 1 . 6 0  1 .32  l 28 e0784 

P e O O  9 m80 e 20 e0400 

Sum o f  D .  J 3.37 
Sum o f  D* = 1 , 5 5  
t = 5,880  
P  = m0005 

.- 
T a b l e  1 i n d i c a t e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  

I d i f f g r e n c a  i n  p s r s a p t i o n s  bstwssn the d r o p o u t s  and the  



persistsds. ~1 t h o u g h  b o t h  g r o u p s  i n d i c a t e  a positive 
e v a l u a t i d n  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s c i e n c e  i n s t r u c t o r s ,  ' t h e  

p e r s i s t e r s  were c o n s i s t e n t l y  more  f a v o r a b l e  i n  t h e i r  

awaf u a t i b n ,  
i 

TABLE 2 

t - t e s t  F o r  C o r r e l a t e d  Means 
M i l i t a r y  S c i e n c e  Classes 

I t e m  No. D r o p o u t s  P e r s i s t e r s  D 
x K 

D~ 

a ,. 2,213 z 0 1 7  .OJ , o a < r  

J 

I 

P = 002 

~ h e ' d a t a  a n a l y s i s  f o r  T a b l e  2  a g a i n  i n d i c a t e  



f a v o r a b l e  i n  t h e i r  e v a l u a t i o n s  t h a n  t h e  d r o p o u t s .  

TABLE 3 

t - t e s t  f o r  C o r r e l a t e d  Means 
E x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  A c t i v i t i e s  

Sum or" D t  = 0 

Sum o f  D~ = . l 6 6 1  

The d a t a  i n  T a b l e  3 a r e  i n c o n c l u s i v e  i n  t h a t  no  .. 
s i g n i f i c a n t  s t a t i s t i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e  was a t t a i n e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  

a t r e n d  i n  t h e  p r e d i c t e d  d i r e c t i o n  was n o t e d .  

TABLE 4 

t - t e s t  f o r  C o r r e l a t e d  Means 
E x t e r n l a 1  I n f l u e n c e s  

- 
I 

Item No.. D r o g o u t s  P ~ e r s i s t e r s  D D~ 
X X 

26. - :  4 . 0 4  4  0 0  . * 0 m r ' -  

27.  3 . 9 6  3 .48  44 01936 



T a b P e  4 ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Item No. D r o ~ o u t s  P e r s i s t e r s  D D* 
x K 

~ a t a  a n a l y s i s  f o r  T a b l e  4 i n d i c a t e s  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  

s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  p e r c e p t i o n  b e t w e e n  d r o p o u t s  and 

p e r s i s t e f s  a t  t h e  . O l  l e v e l .  
I 

T h e : t o t a l  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  t - t e s t  f o r  c o r k @ P g t e d  m e a n s  

i n d i c a t e s  a l a c k  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  

p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h i s  p a p e r .  B a s e d  o n  t h e  data o b t a i n e d ,  t h e  

n u l l  h y p ~ t h e s i s  is r e j e c t e d  f o r  t h e  s u b j e c t  areas o f  

m i l i t a r y ' s c i s n c e  i n s t r u c t o r s ,  m i l i t a r y  s c i e n c e  c lasses ,  a n d  

e x t e r n a l !  i n f l u e n c e s ,  T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  t - t e s t  o n  e x t r a -  

c u r r i c u l & r  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  i n c o n c l i u s i v e ,  a l t h o u g h "  t h e  smal l  
C i 

number  o P  p a i r e d  d a t a  items may h a v e  a d v e r s e l y  e f f e c t e d  
I' 

t h e  t e s t  r e s u l t s ,  

To 6 b t a i n  a d d i t i o n a l  d a t a  o n  p e r c e p t u a l  d i P f  e r e n c e s  

f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  items w i t h i n  s u b j e c t  a r ea s ,  t h e  t- 

i n d e p e n d e n t  m e a n s  was u s e d .  The  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  

a r e  d e p i c t e d  i n  T a b l e s  5,  6 ,  7 ,  a n d  8, 
f 

I 

5 

t e s  t 

t e s t  



TABLE 5  

t o t e s t  f o r  I n d e p e n d e n t  Means 
5 m i l i t a r y  S c i e n c e  I n s t r u c t o r s  

9. D i $  n o t  e n g a g e  
s t u d e n t s  i n  i n f o r m a l  
d i S c u s s i o n  o u t s i d e  
o f :  class. 1 . 0  2  . 8 2  ' 0 6 5 2  NSD 

l. We:?e well q u a l i f i e  
t o  t e a c h  M i l i t a r y  
S c l ~ n e e  c o u r s e s .  l o b  3 1.3 3 -1 .825  .18 

8 .  ~ e ? e  a v a i l a b l e  
o u t s i d e  o f  c l a s s  
f o ~  c o u n s e l i n g  1 . 6  4 1.3 4 -9 .317 NSD 

6. We~e f a i r  i n  
e v a l u a t i n g  s t u d e n t  
a c h i e v e m e n t  

7.  L e k t u r e d  d u r i n g  
mo8t  o f  t h e  class-  
roam p e r i o d s  

b. 

5. ~ o k a r e d  m a t e r i a l  
i n '  c lasses  n o t  
o b t a i n e d  i n  r e a d -  
i n g  a s s i g n m e n t s  

3. C R B l l e n g e d  s t u d e n t  
t h i n k i n g  

2 .   ere o b j e c t i v e  i n  
p r p s e n t i n g  M i l i t a r y  
S c i e n c e  c o u r s e s  3 .6  9 3 .2  9 .951  NSD 

Data" a n a l y s i s  c o n c e r n i n g  s t u d e n t  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  

military! s c i e n c e  i n s t r u c t o r s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i n  o n l y  two o f  



16 

t h e  n i n e  items c o v e r e d  ( 1 t e m s  4 a n d  l ) ,  d i d  t h e  d i f P e r e n e e s  

i n  p e r c e p t i o n  b e t w e e n  d r o p o u t s  a n d  p e r s i s t e r s  a p p r o a c h  

s t a t i s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  However ,  f o r  a l l  b u t  o n e  i t e m  

( ~ t e m  6 ) ,  t h e  d r o p o u t s  s c o r e d  h i g h e r  o n  t h e  f i v e  p o i n t  

s c a l e  ( l o w - f a v o r a b l e ,  h i g h - u n f a v o r a b l e )  t h a n  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s .  

It is  i n t a r a s k i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  b o t h  d r o p o u t s  a n d  p e r s i s t e r s  

g a v e  r e l a t i v e l y  f a v o r a b l  

The a n a l y s i s  o f  d a  

s t a t e m e n t s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t  t h e  .05 e l  i s  a c h i e v e d  o n  o n l y  two 

i tems,  Both  t h e  d r o p o u t  d  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s  i n d i c a t e d  

d i s a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  c o  t i o n  expressed  in Item 1 7 @  

t h e  p e r s i s t e r s  g i v i n g  t h  s t  f a v o r a b l e  e v a l u a t i o n *  

The s t a t i s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n d i c a t e d  f o r  Itern 1 9  

may b e  m i s l & d i n g .  A c a r i e f u l  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  
, 1 

r e v e a l e d  a "no o p i n i o n "  t r e n d  by b o t h  d r o p o u t s  a n d  
1 I 

o a r s i s t e r s .  S i n c e  u n i f o r m s  a re  n o t  worn f o r  f i r s t  semester 

R O T C  c lasses ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n a l  s t a t e m e n t  may b e  a m b i g u o u s  r 

a n d  p o s s i b l y  s h o u l d  be  d i s r e g a r d e d  f o r  g e n e r a l  a n a l y s i s  
C L 

p u r p o s e s .  

The t r e n d  f o r  d r o p o u t s  t o  i n d i c a t e  a m o r e  u n f a v o r a b l e  
"3 

e v a l u a t i o n  is  i n d i c a t e d  by T a b l e  6. For  t h i s  s u b j e c t  I a r e a ,  
5 

t h e y  g a v e  a m o r e  u n f a v o r  I@ e v a l u a t i o n  t h a n  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s  

o n  e i g h t 1  o f  t h e  i tems, t same as  t h e  ~ e r s i s t e @ s  on twos  
i 

a n d  lesss o n  two o f  t h e  i i 
3 



TABLE 6  

t - t e s t  f o r  I n d e p e n d e n t  Means c 
M i l i t a r y  S c i e n c e  Classes 

weapons 1 2.145 @ a 5  

25. R e q u i r e d  400 much 
work f o r  t h e  
number o f  c r e d i t s  
g i v e n  

11. Did  n o t  p r o v i d e  
s u f f i c i e n t  
cha f  l e n g e  

13; P r o v i d e d  needed  
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  
v a r i o u s  b r a n c h e s  
o f ;  t h e  Army 

1 0 .  We?@ 7 i n t e r e s t i n g  

1 6 .  P r o v i d e d  i n f o r m a -  
t i a n  r e g a r d i n g  
a d v a n c e d  m i l i t a r y  
s c i e n c e  c o u r s e s  

4 P r o v i d e d  a good 
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  
s t u d e n t s  t o  work 

21. C o n s i s t e d  m o s t l y  
o f  l e c t u r e s  

1 9 .  R e b u i s e d  t h e  
wa'aring o f  c a d e t  
un:iforms 

12 .  Were s t r u c t u r e d  
an'd f o r m a l  

2 

2 0 ,  ~ e k s o n a l  a p p e a r -  
a n t e  s t a n d a r d s  
w&e e n f o r c e d  t o  a 
h i g h  d e g r e e  

f 

1.5 2  1.1 2  1 .234  NSD 

2.1 3 2.0 3 ,367  MSD 

2 * 1  5 e l 8 0  NSD 

2.2 5 2.2 6 .067 NSD 

2.7 8 3.f 12 1.133 NSD 

2.8 9 2  a 2  4 - 2.115 005 

3.0 1 0  20'7 9 ,786  NSD 

3.1 11 2e9  1 0  , 431  NSD 

1 8 .  Emphasized d r i  + .I. 
a n d  c e r e m o n i e s  I 3.6 1 2  3 , O  11 ,272 NSD,  



TABLE 7 

t - t e s t  f o r  I n d e p e n d e n t  Means 
E x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  A c t i v i t i e s  

( R a n g e r s ,  R i f l e  Team, C o l o r  ~ u a r d )  

Itern Item Dropou - ts P e r s i s t e r s  - t P 
X - No . X Rank Rank 

25. Wore n o t  r e l e v a n t  
t o  s t u d e n t  
i n t e r e s t s  1 .2  2 1 .9  2  a 0 5 3  NSD 

26.  Were o f f e r e d  t o  
a11 c a d e t s  1.8 3 1 . 4  3 -1.321 .I0 

2 4 *  Were i n t e r e s t i n g  
a n d  c h a l l e n g i n g  2.2 4  2 .1  4  - .342 NSD -. 

The d a t a  i n  T a b l e  7 i n d i c a t e  a g a i n  t h a t  d r o p o u t s  g i v s  

a l e s s  F a v o r a b l e  e v a l u a t i o n  i n  t h r e e  o f  t h e  f o u r  s u b j e c t  

a reas  c o v e r e d .  The p e r s i s t e r s  p a r t i c i p a t e  more  a c t i v e l y  

i n  t h e  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  t h e r e f o r e ,  c o u l d  b e  

e x p e c t e d  t o  g i v e  a m o r e  f a v o r a b l e  e v a l u a t i o n .  

The .lo l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a c h i e v e d  f o r  I tem 2 2  

r e f l e c t s  t h a t  d r o p o u t s  may h a v e  p e r c e i v e d  t h e  e x t r a -  

c ! - : r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  l e s s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  them t h a n  t h e  

pers i s te rs .  T h i s  c o u l d  a l s o  mean t h a t  t h e  d r o p o u t s  

g e n e r a l l y  h a d  l e s s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  ROTC o r  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  

n o t a s  f u l l y  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m  a s  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s .  

The r e l a t i v e l y  u n f a v o r a b l e  e v a l u a t i o n  f o r  I t e m  24,  

may r e f l e c t  a d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  a l l  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  

a c t i v i t i e s  o f f e r e d ,  as  b o t h  g r o u p s  s c o r e d  t h i s  i t e m  n e a r  t h e  

"no o p i n i o n "  r a n g e .  T h i s  may b e  d u e  t o  a p e r c e i v e d  l a c k  o f  



i n t e r e s t , ;  o r  p o s s i b l y  t h s  

n o t  a v a i ~ k ? i b l e  a t  t h i s  u n i  

t - t e s t  f a r  
Ex tern 

- 
"Peern Item 
No. 

30.  Dra'Pt m o t i v a t i o n  

31. Career o p p o r t u n i -  
t i e s  i n  t h e  Army 

32. F i n a n c i a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  - 

27.  ~ a d u l t y  msmbsrs  

33. Academic  
d i f  f i c u l t i e s  

26 .  peers/ 
c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  

28 .  ~aP:'ents 

2 9 *  Girl f r i e n d s  

Data a n a l y s i s  f o r  Tt 

e i g h t  i tems c o v e r e d  a r e  
:: 

Items 31 ' a n d  32 were rat1 

persistsz!s. T h i s  r a t i n g  

Bow s c o r e  i n d i c a t e s  a s t :  

i n d i c a t e s  a l a c k  o f  i n f l l  
? 

T h e ' d a t a  i n  T a b l e  8 

that a r e h e m m e d  o u t s i d e  

- 
In Tabhe 8 ,  s i x  o f  

a b r o a d  r a n g e  o P  a c t i v i t i e s  are 

3 r s i t y .  

I n d e p e n d e n t  Means 
L I n F l u s n c e s  

- 
3ropou - s - 

X Rank X Rank 
E 

3.9 4 3*5 3 -3.1121 NSD 

3.9 5 4 e 7  8 2 .142 c05 

4.0 6 4,O 5 - a135  NSD 

Ee- 8 s h o w s  t h a t  o n l y  two o f  t h e  
\ .  

t e d  a s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n f 1 ; e n t i a l .  

s t r o n g l y  i n f l u e n t i a l  by t h e  

s o n  a f i v e  p ~ l n t  scale  w h e r e  a 

ng i n f l u e n c e  w h i l e  a h i g h  s c o r e  

lnce. 

' e f l e c t  t h o s e  areas o f  i n f l u e n c e  

e p u r v i e w  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s c i e n c ~  

l e  e i g h t  i t ams  l i s t e d  a c h i e v e d  



2 I 
I 

s t a t i s t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t  t h e  .10 l e v e l  o r  b e t t e r ,  a n d  
.I I 

* O l  l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  was a c h i e v e d  f o r  Item 31. I n  
I I 

t h e  l a t t e r  a rea ,  w h i c h  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  p e r c e i v e d  i n f l u e n c e  

o f  Army career o p p o r t u n i t y  o n  d e c i s i o n s  t o  d r o p  o u t  o r  

p e r s i s t ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  means  is n o t e d .  

P a r s i s t a r s  w a r e  a l m o s t  u n a n i m o u s  i n  i n d i c a t i n g  t h i s  item 

a s  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  o f  t h e  i n f l u e n c e s  l i s t e d  i n  S e c t i o n  IV a f  

t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  I , 

A l t h o u g h  t h e  d r o p o u t s  s c o r e d  i n  t h e  mid t o  l o w  r a n g e  

f o r  I t e m  31, i t  may b e  asbumed t h a t  t h e y  p e r c e i v e d  a Eack  

o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  a s  t h e  i n f k u e n c e  u n l e s s  the t e r m i n a t i o n  from 

t h e  p r o g r a m  was i n v o l u n t a b y .  
- 

~ a t i  i n  T a b l e  8 i n d i c a t e  a s t r o n g  r e j e c t i o n  I o f  t h e  

c o n c e p t  t h a t  p e e r s ,  g i r l  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  p a r e n t s  h a d  a n y  g r e a t  
I 

i n f l u e n c e  o n  t h e  d e c i s i o n b  I o f  e i t h e r  g r o u p  i n  t h e  s t u d y P  

T h i s  i n d i c a t o r  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a c c e p t e d  b l i n d l y  w i t h o u t  

f u r t h e r  s p e c i f i c  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  t h e  area. The r e a d e r  s h o u l d  
I 

k s e p  i n  mind t h a t  p e r h a p s  t h e r e  is a n a t u r a l  r e l u c t a n c e  
1 I 

t o  i n d i c a t e  a s t r o n g  p e r s p n a l  i n f l u e n c e  by sorneons sls? 
I 

1 

r e g a r d i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  d e c i l s i o n s l  I 

J 

The t o t a l  r e s u l t s  ofi t h e  t - t e s t s  f o r  i n d e p e n d e n t  means 
I 

u s e d  t o  e v a l u a t e  a n d  a n a l i y z e  r e s p o n s e s  o n l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  
& 1 

n u l l  h y p o t h e s i s  f o r  s e l e 4 t e d  items. Howsver ,  t h e  a n a l y s i s  

of t h e  t - t e s t  f o r  c o r r e l d t e d  means  d o e s  r e f l e c t  g e n e r a l  
1 I 

p e r c e p t u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  d r o p o u t s  a n d  t h e  
L 

p e r s i s t e r s .  
> 
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a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  i m p a c t  o n  s t u d e n t  d e c i s i o n s  

d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  c o v e r e d  by t h i s  s t u d y .  

The r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  c o v e r i n g  a l l  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  

areas seem t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  d r o p o u t s  From R O T C  a re  more  

i n d e p e n d e n t  i n  t h e i r  d e c i p i o n  making  p r o c e s s  t h a n  

p e r s i s t e r s .  I f  t h i s  is t r u e ,  i t  is  l i k e l y  t h a t  a t t e m p t s  

t o  r e d u c e  t h e  a t t r i t i o n  r a t e  m u s t  be d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  t h e  

i n d e p e n d e n t  t h i n k i n g  i n d i b i d u a l .  However,  b e f o r e  a n y  
I 

p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  m a d e  o r  c o n t e m p l a t e d ,  a d d i t i o n a l  

r e s e a r c h  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n  i s  recommended,  
1 

A d d i t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  s h o u l d  b e  c o n d u c t e d  o n  t h e  
i 

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  p e r s o n a l i t , y  t r a i t s  b e t w e e n  t h o s e  who r e m a i n  

i n  t h e  R O T C  p r o g r a m  a n d  t h o s e  who t e r m i n a t e ,  S u c h  s t u d i e s  
k 

s h o u l d  b e  c o n d u c t e d  f o r  b o t h  men a n d  women a n d  s h o u l d  b e  
3 

l o n g i t u d i n a l .  
3 



I 

I C h a p t e r  4 

Summary a h d  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  

Summary 
I 

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  p a p e r  was t o  d e t e r m i n e  s t u d e n t  

p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  m a j o r  i n f l u e n c e s  . i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  h i g h  
I 

a t t r i t i o n  r a t e  o f  f r e s h m a n  R O T C  c a d e t s  f r o m  t h e  M i l i t a r y  

S c i e n c e  p r o g r a m  a t  t h e  ~ n i v e r s i t ~  o f  W i s c o n s i n - L a  C r o s s e .  

The  " r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  d o n e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  , o f  

W i s c o n s i n - L a  C r o s s e  l e d  t b  t h e  f o l l o u i n g  c o n c l u s i o n s :  

( 1 )  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s c i e n c e  i n s t r u c t o r s  a r e  h e l d  i n  h i g h ,  
I 

ssteem by b o t h  d r o p o u t s  a p d  p e r s i s t e r s ;  ( 2 )  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
I s c i e n c e  c lasses  a r e  r a t e d  f a v o r a b l y  by b o t h  d r o p o u t s  a n d  I 

p e r s i s t e r s ;  ( 3 )  t h a t  d r i l l  a n d  c a r e m o n i e s  a r e  p e r c e i v e d  t o  

be e m p h a s i z e d  i n  m i l i t a r y  s c i e n c e  c lasses ;  ( 4 )  a n d  t h a t  

t h e  g r e a t e s t  p e r c e p t u a l  d l i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  d r o p o u t s  a n d  
I I 

p e r s i s t e r s  e x i s t  i n  t h e  a k e a  o f  o u t s i d e  i n f l u e n c e s .  

An o v e r a l l  c o n c l u s i o ~ n  d r a w n  f rom t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  

s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a  o b t a i n e d  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  t h a t  d r o p p u t s  
1 I 

a p p e a r  t o  e x h i b i t  a m o r e  i n d e p e n d e n t  a t t i t u d e  i n  p e r s p n a l  
7 ? 

d e c i s i o n  making .  I n  a l l  f o u r  s u b j e c t  a r e a s  t h e  d r o p o u t s  
L I 

c o n s i s t e n t l y  e v a l u a t e d  s i l t u a t i o n a l  s t a t e m e n t s  p e r t a i n i n g  . 

t o  i n t e r n a l  a n d  e x t e r n a l  i n f l u e n c e s  as h a v i n g  l e s s  

i n f l u e n c e  o n  them t h a n  d i ~ d  t h e  p e r s i s t e r s .  
3 

I R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  I 

I I 

i 
L 

It is recommended t 6 a t  t h e  M i l i t a r y  S c i e n c e  D e p a r t m e n t  
I 

a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f   isd don sin-~a C r o s s e  m a i n t a i n  
I 



I - I 

s t a t i s t i c a l  r e c o r d s  f o r  e a c h  I F r e shman  class i n  t h e  ROTC 

p r o g r a m  s o  t h a t  a l o n g i t u b i n a l  s t u d y  c o v e r i n g  a p e r i o d  o f  

a t  l e a s t  f o u r  y e a r s  c a n  b e  c o n d u c t e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  a n y  

c h a n g e s  i n  s t u d e n t  p e r c e p ~ t i o n s  o f  t h e  RDTC p r o g r a m .  

I t  is  f u r t h e r  recommbnded , t h a t  a n  i n - d e p t h  s t u d y !  b e  

c o n d u c t e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  pc 

b e t w e e n  R O T C  d r o p o u t s  anc 

s p e c i f i c  p r i o r i t y  o f  o u t 2  

d e c i s i o n s  t o  r e m a i n  i n  tt 

s o n a l i t y  t r a i t  d i f f e r e n c e s  

p e r s i s t - e r s  a n d  t o  d e t e r m i n e .  l i r e  

. d e  i n f l u e n c e s  o n  s t u d e n t  

? ROTC p r o g r a m  o r  d r o p  o u t .  



I 

R ~ e f e r  e n c e s  

1. An I n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  R~oTc  Among C o l l e g e  a n d  High S c h o o l  
I 

S t u d e n t s ,  a R e s e a r c h  R e p o r t  P r e p a r e d  f o r  U. S. Army 

ROTC, Consumer R e s e q r c h  Depa r tmen t ,  N . W .  Ayer & Son ,  

I n c .  a n d  D a n i e l  Y a n k e l o v i c h ,  I n c . ,  Washing ton ,  D m  C o p  

March, 1972 .  

2. A s t i n ,  A l e x a n d e r ,  S t d d y  o f  D r o p o u t s  Shows Most S t u d e n t s  
I 

C o n t i n u e  t o  P e r s i s t ,  H i q h e r  E d u c a t i o n  and N a t i o n a l  

A f f a i r s ,  Val. 21 ,  No. 6 ,  F e b r u a r y  1972,  PP. 4-5. 
I 

3.  Levy,  L o u i s  T. The qroblern o f  A t t r i t i o n ,  Semina r  

P a p a r ,  ( u n i v e r s i t y  q f  Wisconsin-La C r s s s e )  L a  Crssse, 

Wiscons in . :  1972 .  

, I  4, M a r r i l l ,  Re id .  S t u d e n t  , P e r s i s t e n c e  a s  RsveaEed i n  

L o g i t u d i n a l  G r a d u a t i o n  S t u d i e s .  ColPega  and 

U n i v e r s i t y ,  W i n t e r ,  1 9 6 7 ,  PP. 235-232. 

5. Ne l son ,  A .  Gordon. College C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  A s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  Freshman A t t r i q i o n .  The P e r s o n n e l  and Guidance  

J o u r n a l ,  1 9 6 6 ,  4 4  ( j u n e ) ,  PP. 1046-1050. 

6. New D r a f t  Rules and What They Mean t o  PPacement .  
I 

, ou rnaP  o f  C o l l e g e  RPacement,  1 9 6 8 ,  28 ( ~ p r i l - ~ a ~ ) ,  
,,..a 

I 

PPa 41-42. 

7. S c o t t ,  J o s e p h  W. R O T C  Retreat,  T rans -Ac t ion ,  1 9 6 9 ,  6  

( S e p t e m b e r ) ,  PP. 47-52. 

8. S h a r p ,  L.  and  ~ r a s n e s o r ,  R .  C o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  and 

m i l i t a r y  S e r v i c e ,  Soc isPoqy .  p f  E d u c a t i o n ,  1 9 6 8 ,  4 1  
I 

 all), PP.  390-400. 



9. Stewart, M. A. and  Ha 

Draft, The J o u r n a l  o  

P O *  Stordahf, Kalmer.  In 

from C o l l e g e ,  Coll e@ 

PPa 163-171 

lie United States Army T r  

Regulation No, 3.45-6 

1973, 

; 

~ c k ,  R ,  J., C o l l e g e  Men and the 

C o l l e g e  Student P e r s o n n e l ,  

' l u e n c e s  o n  V o l u n b r y  Withdrawal 

! and Uniwer~ity, Winter, 1970, 

l i n i n g  and Doctrine Cormand 

F o r t  Monroe, V i r g i n i a ,  1 Ju$y 





Dear Sir: 

The p u r p o s e  OP t h i s  l ~ e t t e r  is t o  r e q u e s t  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  

i n  a study t h a t  I am c o n d u ~ c t i n g  o n  t h s  a t t r i t i o n  o f  f r e s h m a n  
I 

s t u d e n t s  e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  ~ k i s i c  M i l i t a ~ y ~ S c i e n c e  program. 

S inca  you ware o n c e  i n  t h i ~ s  c a t e g o r y  you c a n  p r o v i d e  

v a l u a b l e  d a t a  t h a t  c o u l d  a ~ s s i s t  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  a t t i t u d e s ,  

c a u s e s ,  a n d  f a c h r s  t h a t  i l n f l u e n c e  a t t r i t i o n  ra tes .  
I 

f n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  a n s w q r  t h e  a b o v e  q u e s t i o n s ,  I h a v e  

p r e p a r e d  a q u s s t i o n n a i r e  t o  o b t a i n  r e l e v a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  

f r o m  p r e s e n t  a n d  f o r m e r  m i i l i t a r y  s c i e n c e  s t u d e n t s  at t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o P    is cons in-~alcrosse. The q u s s t i o n n a i r e  
I 

c o n t a i n s  g r o u p i n g s  o f  s i t u ~ a t i o n a l  s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  may r e f l e c t  

c e n t r a l  f a c t o r s  w h i c h  i n f l l u e n c e  a t t r i t i o n  rates .  

Please t a k e  a few moments o P  y o u r  time t o  P i l l  o u t  t h e  

q u e s t i o n n a i r e  a n d  r e t u r n  q t  i n  t h e  s e l f - a d d r e s s e d  envelcpo,  
I 

Do n o t  s i g n  y o u r  name a s  a l l  r e p l i e s  w i l l  be anonymous.  

I n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  I a re  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  
I 

q u s s t i o n n a i r e .  I 

Your c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  would  be  g r e a t l y  

a p p r e c i a t e d .  I 

I 

UW-L Grad  C o l l e g e  
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QUESTIONNAIRE 

P l e a s e  i n d i c a t e  by a c h e c k  m a r k  you r  r e s p o n s e s  o n  t h e  f i v e  
p o i n t  con t inuum For  e a c h  q u e s t i o n  and s t a t e m e n t .  I f  t h e  
r e s p o n s e s  i n d i c a t e d  do n o t  p r o v e  a d e q u a t e  Lo p r o p e r l y  
e x p r e s s  you r  v i ew  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  p l e a s e  F e e l  free t o  
r e s p o n d  i n  t h e  s p a c e  p r o v i d e d  i n  S e c t i o n  V. 

EXAfflPLEa RQTC I S  G O O D  F O R  THE UNIVERSITY 

1, 2. X 3. 4 5 . - 
~ t r x y  ~ o d x e 1 y  No flodG?GTeLy 5 t r b i y  
a g r e e  a g r e e  o p i n i o n  d i s a g r s e  disagroe  

I .  M i l i t a r y  S c i e n c e  I n s t r u c t o r  

1. Were well q u a l i f i e d  t o  t e a c h  m i l i t a r y  s c i e n c e  
C O U r S B S  

2. Were o b j e c t i v e  i n  p r e s e n t i n g  m i l i t a r y  s c i e n c e  
c o u r s e  m a t e r i a l s .  

1 - 2. - 3 - 4  - 5*  . 
3. C h a l l e n g e d  S t u d e n t  t h i n k i n g .  , .  

1 . - 2 . - 3. - 4 *  - 5 - 
4. Did n o t  p r o v i d e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  c l a s s r o o m  

d i s c u s s i o n  and s t u d e n t  i d e a s ,  q u e s t i o n s ,  a n d  
d i s a g r  eemenl. 

1 - 2  . - 3. - 4* - 5. s 

5 ,  Covered  m a t e r i a l  i n  classes n o t  o b t a i n e d  i n  
r e a d i n g  a s s i g n m e n t s .  

1 . - 2. - 3. - 4 . - 5 e  - 
6, Were P a i r  i n  e v a l u a t i n g  s t u d e n t  achievement. 

1 - 2 . - 3.  - 4 *  - 5 . - 
7. L e c t u r e d  d u r i n g  mos t  OF t h e  c f a s s r o o m  p e r i o d s .  

I. - 2 - 3. - 4. - 5. - 
80 Were a v a i l a b l e  o u t s i d a  o f  c lass  f o r  c d u n s s l i n g .  

1 . - 2 . - 3 . - 4. - 5 - 
9. Did not e n g a g e  s t u d e n t s  i n  i n f o r m a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  

o u t s i d e  o f  c l a s s .  
1. - 2 - 3*  - 4 . - 5. + - 



1 M i l i t a r y  S c i e n c e  ~ l a b s e s  ( M S  1 0 1  and  L s a d e r s h i p  ~ a b l .  

I 

11. D i d  n o t  p r o v i d e  b u ~ f i c i e n t  c h a l k e n g s .  
1. - 2, I 3. - Ice* - 5. - 

1 2 .  Wers s t r u c t u r e d  bnd f o r m a l .  
1. - 2 . I 3. - 7 4* - 5. - 

13 .  P r o v i d e d  needed  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  v a r i o u s  b r a n c h e s  o P  
t h e  Army. I 

I 

1 . - 2. .--A- 3 , -  4* - = *  - 
14. P r o v i d ~ d  a good o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  students t o  work 

t o g e t h e r .  
f *  - 2 .  I 3. - 4 e  - 5* - ~ 

15. R e q u i r e d  too  muclh work f o r  t h e  number o f  credits 
g i v e n .  , 

1 . - 2. - 1 3. - - 4 *  - - 
I 

16. P r o v i d e d  i n f o r m 4 t i o n  o n  advanced  m i l i t a r y  s c i e n c e  
c o u r s e s .  

1 a - 2 . - 3 . 
C 4* - 5 .  - 

I 

17. C o n t a i n e d  t o o  mu~ch i n s t r u c t i o n  o n  yeapons. 
1. - 2  . I 3. - 4 . 

7 
5. - 

10 .  Emphasized d r i l l i  and  c e r e m o n i e s .  
1 . - 2 . I 3. - - 4* - 5* - 

1 9 .  R e q u i r e d  t h e  we+r ing  o f  cadat uniforms. 
L . - 2 . 1 3.  - - 4  . - 5 . - 

I 

20. P e r s o n a l  a p p e a r a n c s  s t a n d a r d s  u s r e  e n f o r c e d  t o  a 
high d e g r e e .  I 

1. - 2 . I 3. - - 4. - 5 . - 
21. C o n s i s t e d  mos t14  o f  l e c t u r e s .  

1. - 2 a I 3. - - 4 *  - = *  - 
C o l o r  Gyard) .  

~ 1x1. Extraeursieular , A c t i v i t i e s  ( R a n g e r s ,  R i f l e  Team, 

I 

I 

22. Were o f f e r e d  t o  ; a l l  c a d e t s .  
1 . - 2 . i 3. - - - 5* - 4 a 

23. Were n o t  a c t i o n / r a d v e n t u r e  o r i e n t e d .  
1. - 2. 1 3.  - - 4. 1 5 . I 



24. Were interestin4 and challenging. 
1 - 2 . 3.  - - 4 . - 5 - 

25. Were not relevadt to s t u d e n t  i n t e r e s t s .  
B . - 2. I 3. - - 4* - 5 . - 

I 

I V .  External I n f l u e n c a s  ~ 
I 

Ind ica te  t h e  degree to  w h i c h  each of t h e  FolLowing 
i n f l u e n c e d  you2 d@cision t o  leave or remain w i t h '  t h e  
mi l i tary  s c i e n c e  program. 

I 

EXAMPtEe FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
I 

9 2 I - 3.  X 4 5 a 

~ e r m r o n g  Strong ~ ~ o d m a  ~ i l d  
- 

NO 
inf luence i n f l u e q c e  influence influence i n f l u e n c e  

26. ~ e a r s / c o n t e m ~ o r a s i e s .  
9 . - 2 i 3. 4. 

- 
- 5 *  - 

27. Faculty members, , 

2 1, - 1 3. - 4. - - 
I - 28.  Parents. I 

E - 2 . I ' 3 *  - 4. - 
29, Girl friends.  ~ 

" 1. - 2. ! 3. 4. 5. 
I 

30. - Draft motivation. 
1 . - 2 ~ 3.  - 4 - 

31. Career opportun{tiss in the Army. 
r 1 .  - 2 . I 3* - 4. 

I 
- 

32. Financial assisdance. 
1. - 2a i 3, - - 4 - 

33. Acadsmfc diPPicJlt ies .  
3t a - 2 . I 3. 

7 - 4 *  - 
V .  Comments; Use t h i s  s e c t i o n  f o r  comments where 

m n s  are not ~fdequate  to express your views on 
s i tuat iona l  statemeqts. 

i 


