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GD: Did not want the gardens to be part of this natural area. And it was very ecologically structured and they wanted it to be ecological natural areas not gardens.  But of course there were many people including Mary and various other people that argued very strongly in the other direction and when the leadership of the Preserve committee changed from John Harrington who was there at that point to Bill Cronon, Bill loved the gardens and so argued strongly in their favor and they’ve become pretty safe.

Runs the preserve?

GD: Supposed to be the oversight committee, make sure everything follows the plan, they are the ones that wrote the master plan for the preserve, in fact I was on one of the subcommittees even though I wasn’t on the main committee.  

So it all started when the arb clear cut?

GD: It was somebody’s study, it was all a response to the Kline-Bader plan.  Virginia Kline-Bader, which was going to have a great extent of prairie savannah all the way from that end, Frautschi point to the biocore prairie area and out the picnic point.  Well, people didn’t like it, there was lots of discussion about it, it would have been a neat thing except it meant cutting down all the woods where many birders and just people that wanted to neck in the woods or whatever.  So I know that when the preserve committee, biological subcommittee for the preserve, we agreed to leave wooded areas wooded and open areas open largely to avoid controversy and avoid disrupting the natural tree corridor for the birds that migrate especially.  But not all the woods are great by any means, but that was the general gist of it, and we still have that argument from time to time.  Right now, this morning I wrote some letter saying, explaining this history, what made the community angry, what made the frautschi family angry, because somebody else wants to take down canopy trees in that woods and do study plots of different areas of this that and the other and it is going to start it all over again because people don’t know the history of the place.  Anyway, the garden history was part of that history.  They’ve been around for longer than anything was made into a preserve.
Very true.  So when it came under this, when a committee was formed in 98 (about ed: 96?)

GD: 98 was I think when that clearcut was and don’t know how long it got to change, but there were all sorts of chancellor Wiley at that time, all sorts of people writing letters and telling him that work was continuing on there even though he’d had a cease and desist order and he freaked. So he was the one who said

Chancellor Wiley was…

GD: I think he was the one in charge when they separated it all. But it was largely people were counteracting what he had asked them to do and other people were tatling on them.

I think I know who sent one of those letters

GD: One of them, because I always walk around and know where everything is.  And actually when he got the letter I wrote he thought it was from my husband who was a faculty member because I used his email, and so responded to Carter.  Just wait and see what happens tomorrow was the response.  And that’s when he put a cease and desist order on any cutting anywhere until we divided a plan for the place.

So then they started, the master plan?

GD: They were supposed to do nothing until the master plan was made. You know maybe they’ll be doping this so don’t touch that woods because they might make it into an experimental fire area.  Don’t touch that thing because blah blah blah.  Well the problem is when you don’t touch a woods what you get is a tremendous spread of the invasives.  So my feeling is what they should have been saying is you can take out the invasives but don’t plant anything or some other stipulation but not that because it made us really get in a tangle. So yes you are right, it wasn’t finished until; 2006 and that was largely because of Bill Cronon. John Harrington had set up the sub committees, including some of my friends on the, and we had been working on em, but it had never quite got going, talk about procrastination, and finally he hired some consultants to write the thing up, and that got everybody working, producing reports and stuff. 

[stop to look at insect some, I think it’s a midge, didn’t get a chance to look at its mouthparts.  The midge is sort of fat and fuzzy and don’t know how to explain it.]

That started because I was telling you about what I was planning on writing about.  People know bits and pieces of the history.  Organizational history, place interacts with the larger preserve as a whole departments, etc. Manage a diverse landscape.
GD: Poorly.

I’d like to know how you see the gardens. How long have you been working in the Preserve.

GD: Since I moved to Shorewood, which is about 20 years ago.  Not necessarily to the extent that I do now, the insane.  But for a long time now.  And before that I was doing things at the arboretum, but we moved and therefore I came here.  And Cathie Bruner was a friend of mine because we gardened on her folks farm for years.  SO I knew her from when the time she first met the guy who is now her husband, kids grew together.  So I knew she was the, at that time it was field manager, and she was doing projects, and so I went along partly as a spy and partly to do work – I wanted to see what they were doing in the woods. That’s the thing about this whole place, everybody gets possessive of their particular angle, the gardeners want their gardens, the birders want their patches of thickets whatever they are made of, and the ecological people want these pure communities just like written in Curtis, and I’m sort of flitting about amongst all those categories because I basically, I’m for the, basically I want it to be an ecological setup with as much native diversity as possible and not focused entirely on plants, I want diversity of animals including insects and things too, so that’s my aim and how I got myself on, I don’t know who put me on the biological subcommittee, but I was, I opened my mouth on that one.  But what about the birds?  The insects don’t like that. But let me think.  I like that but I do like the gardens and they were preexisting and just, what I like about the gardens actually is it has such a diversity of ethnicities running it [ed: here running physically rather than socially], and a lot of them are the old people who help the students take care of the kids, then they come out and work in their gardens, don’t speak much English but smile and wave and some have these raised terraces and some have sunken things and its all different, different crops.  But I think that’s fun.  Also it’s a good place for birds in the winter, this is one of the few places you’ll find them.

Roma didn’t say that.  She was dismissive of the gardens as a place but liked the edges. The trees around the edges.

GD: I’m not surprised because Roma’s main thing is neotropical migrants, which is the ones that go from forests up here to forests in south and central America, so she argued strongly for keeping the tree islands, they wanted to cut them all down.  And that is one place, being a bird lady, could bring people where they could actually get around and see the birds because they were sitting there and there wasn’t too much space.  But also the birds use it as a hopping off place between the frautschi and second point woods and the other end.  And there used to be more of a connection but its now gone.  So anytime anything, and there was also a hedge row up at the top alongside biocore prairie which they’ve now cut down. 

Alongside?

GD: On this end of biocore prairie, there’s still a couple of trees there where the mulberry trees and things are, that was a continuous peninsula of trees out there.  And a lot of people got upset when they cut that down because the prairie people were trying to make prairie, and the birders wanted it because that’s where they saw the birds when they were coming across and south.  The thing about the birding, Roma might have mentioned it, but Frautschi point is really an essential point in the fall migration because it is the shortest distance between the land parts.  So the birds coming from the north will come the easiest route, which is right to frautschi point.
Right after lake?

GD: They cross the lake to frautschi point because it is the closest point.  And then when, what the ones she’s most interested in, they hide in the brush.  Well, she’s upset when the cut the brush down.  Somebody recently wants to cut down all the brush in the triangle thing, which is that one that was, that will make the frautschis mad too, because they’d just given this wonderful gift and swish, all the trees are cut down.  But anyway birds land there and then they follow the woodland corridor through caretakers woods or something, just continue in the general direction towards the south until they take off for some other area.  In the spring they tend to, they’re coming from a different direction, they tend to land on picnic point and do the opposite.
Hmm, work their way back.

But that’s one of the concerns, one of the conflicts between.  I always have to explain to people that I’m putting stuff back I’m not just taking stuff out because everybody that comes by says what are you doing? Clearcutting! Yes and no.


So what are some peoples reactions?


GD: They mostly very much like it, and the frautschi family very much likes it.  In fact, Jerry Frautschi told me, we toured this summer. They’re still in Madison, they’re old men now but they are the children of the one they dedicated it to.  Jerry Frautschi told me last time, just you tell people, if anybody complains, just tell them the Frautschi family is 100 percent behind what you are doing.  It was funny, he’s a sweetie.  The other brother is much more reticent, but Jerry is really a sweetheart.

So good, what was my next question, 

GD: I always get distracted and off track.

What is your main project right now? Main few projects.

GD: That’s a little more like it.  It’s mostly the frautschi point area, and the edge of the fields because the subcommittee on biology designated that edge of the field as being potentially a savannah transition to woodland.  So I’ve been helping in the woods of frautschi to get rid of the invasives and put in better understory things and ground cover, and then on the field edge making it something that will blend into biocore prairie.  However, wherever you happen to see an oak tree like down that main trail, that area will be cleared and savannah plants will be put in. The first project I was involved in was the Bills woods project because that was the Friends official project.  Formed somewhere around 2001.
Right around the controversy.

GD: It was in response to the controversy.  I think what happened was there should be a watch dog, watching what happened with the preserve because so many people were interested in it, and there should also be someone helping with invasives and things before that, have you talked to tom and cathy brock by any chance? You might want to talk to because they were involved in a lot of stuff, and before the preserve or the CNA as it was called then, the brocks organized I think Tom was responsible for making the original trails and keeping them cut and many many work parties, I think there were weekly work parties, invasives and stuff.  But then apparently they were taking too much responsibility and they were told not to do it, but then nobody took over.  So the Brocks were part of this group that started the friends.  But actually the interesting thing is I was contacted at first by Cathie, we had a meeting with Henry [someone] an old man who is now in his 90s, and bob Goodwin, who I don’t remember what he was, the original transition team to this business.  And we were asked whether we thought it was possible to form a friends committee. And this was all sort of secret stuff.  And then there was a meeting at the foundation where this came up more formally, a discussion about starting it. And my friend Roma, as you know well, she came, she knew that I had had that meeting with them, and she said what’s being done? Well, nothing to my  knowledge. Well we’ve got to do something, we’ve got to do something.  That was always the response, meaning I had got to do something.  What happened was at Roma’s house we had a big meeting of all sorts of people, largely gathered together through the Brocks volunteer list, and then anyone else we could think of that might be interested in doing this. And then we met, formed a steering committee of people who volunteered, including me, and that ended up being the first board of the thing because how else do you make a board?  Writing the bylaws, letters, all that stuff. Not my normal thing. But that was when, that started, again a lot of the people who were on that original friends thing were ones that had spoken up after the public hearing on the clear cut and stuff like that.  Some for, some against.  The brocks were for that particular clearcut because they like the savannah.  I was very much against it, cause I don’t like woods taken down, even though I love prairies and savannahs, I want them to go where they want to go, not just anywhere.  Cut everything down, put in a prairie, it doesn’t work.

They are still struggling

GD: And in that triangle, what’s coming in now it has a terrible canopy of just weedy trees and things, but what’s come in in the ground cover is pure woodland species so I find it very interesting.


What?

GD: There’s two little, several different ferns, but one called a medley leaf fern, which has a little leaf, and then the other fruiting body comes up separate.  There’s another closely related to that, [something]fern, sensitive fern, mosses and things.  Also carpets of trout lilies, cutleaf toothwort, things where they had cut everything down, and lots more unusual things. So to make that into a prairie I don’t think makes much sense.
If woodland species are coming up. Are there gardeners on the preserve committee? 

GD: No, but Mary was a member of the friends.  So very often she spoke for the gardens to the extent that people thought that was all she was interested in [19:34]. So they thought, Mary and those garden interests. But she is obviously interested in prairie savannah stuff because she is restoring her farm.  She helps me every year get the plant order made for what we are going to be putting in.  The chairman came and talked to the preserve committee sometimes, but there was a lot of bad feeling about it.
Tell me a bit more about what happened?

GD: I just remember there were some people who were dead set against this gardens being there, any gardens, the preserve was supposed to be totally ecological community things. But they weren’t considering the birds and the beasties, so it was the plant ecologists mostly that sparked this.


Why do you, do you remember why there was that shift when it went from arb to preserve?

GD: The arboretum had hands off, they just didn’t bother with the place.  It was the reject, stepsister of the arboretum.  And it was only when one person, who was a staff person of the arboretum, tried to implement this plan and did it abruptly, right after the frautschis gave this gift.  The intentions were good, they wanted the frautschis to see some progress was being made before their father died, and they just did not consult them ahead of time about what was going to be done, or anybody else, and it was pure disastrous.

[Justin walks by – hey its my bee man.  Go online to friends of nature preserve website, look under newsletter, has a page on the project.  Thanks for doing that, people like the article, it was a pictorial thing with captions]

GD: They didn’t pay much attention to here.  It was under their jurisdiction, some people did even know it was under their jurisdiction, nothing was done basically.  So the grounds department was kind of taking care of some of the major stuff, no one was doing much of anything.  Then one of their people decided to [Kline-bader] start that restoration, and started it with a bang.

Kline-Bader came out in 93

GD: People paid attention, but they didn’t expect anything to happen.  And it didn’t hit the general community until  it was happening.  And so I was in on it since I knew Kline and I saw the plans before hand, but I didn’t think of it and I didn’t know the preserve as well, I didn’t know which parts were wooded and which ones weren’t.  I would have twitched if I had known.  But on the page it looks wonderful.  If it were all agricultural I would be straight for that plan.  And Roma has seen to it that it be recognized as an important bird area, which means that it would qualify for grants from the state. So there’s a lot of iffy things in all directions. If you disturbs song bird habitat to make some vegetative community there might be all sorts of problems. I happen to be an insect, what I said once was that insects are a far better judge of an ecological community than are ecologists. Roma would not let me put that in an article, she said its too offensive to the ecologists.  But I really do, if you start getting a diversity of insects once you’ve changed something, its good.  It shows, I mean native insects, it shows you are getting a diversity of native plants.
Gardeners would not agree, well you do want a diversity of insects but only the right kind ofg insects.

GD: Well I’m iffy about mosquitoes too, 

I’m thinking more of cucumber beetles.

GD: Those are invasive for the most part.

Have you noticed garden insects in other places?

GD: Japanese beetles have moved into the preserve, these Asian ladybugs. I’m sure there are other ones too, the cabbage butterflies and stuff.  

What really strikes me about this place is, is how different the gardens are ecologically from the rest of the preserve, do you notice things spreading from one to the other.

GD: In both directions. 

Is it something you think about, though not contiguous.

GD: But I have worked in the tree islands, they have terrible agricultural weeds and things.  Burdocks, garlic mustard came in with the agriculture [27:50].

This was all agriculture. Hard to know then because this was all ag.

GD: What I deal with over there are weeds, not from the gardens but what used to be the fields,  And I suspect the gardeners don’t like.  I hate the comfrey spreading too but I don’t have to deal with it.  Roma deals with it at the other gardens, the UHouses.  Oh, it moves into Eagle Heights woods and stuff.  

Must be from the gardens.  Also interesting is what is or isn’t acceptable to plant here.

GD: Used to be, in fact Will Waller told me they planted it because it had deep roots and would push the soil around, but the deep roots mean you can’t get the darn stuff out either.

Things like mint, which spread around the gardens.

GD: They go up in the fields, I take them out sometimes. Motherwart is getting to be a problem – when I say the gardens its really disturbed areas, and the gardens are.  So anything that spreads in disturbed areas will spread to other disturbed areas, so when grounds or something makes a trail it makes a path with their machines or something, the ag weeds will be the pioneer plants.  I don’t, let me think what the gardeners would be upset by?  Well we don’t want things that we nurture necessarily.

If an oak seedling comes up.


GD: But I don’t know that anything is invasive in the same sense.  I doubt it because they like disturbed areas, so it goes in the other direction.  One thing recently, is the artemeisa annua, the mugwort, wormwood.  But I took a piece I had found on the grounds, to the herbarium to get it IDd.  First one recorded for dane county. The question has been was it introduced by the gardeners?  Relative used to make absinthe, or what I think is more likely, when Agrico planted by the power plant, then the grounds crew takes it with their muddy wheels.  

Seems more in grounds, truly disturbed areas.

GD: Disturbance without planting is the worst of possible worlds. Anything else on weeds, I am sure there is plenty I just don’t know what it is.  One bone of contention are the contiguous areas, the tree areas, gardens does not want herbicides used and I understand that, but they are supposed to be responsible for clearing the stuff which they don’t do [32:12].  So many times I’ve come and spent hours and hours in the tree islands digging stuff up, and so have other people, and we resent it because we aren’t supposed to do it and we aren’t allowed to do it the most efficient way, let grounds do something to do.  But I am not much of an herbicide person, I liked doing things by hand as much as possible.  Biocore prairie always herbiciding, much to much for my taste. Where I had my garden, every year we fought that quackgrass. That quackgrass sod, I would have to dig out a chunk and then plant stuff in it, so I said never again.


Weeds, animals, what animals do you contend with?

GD: The chipmucks come up and dig up.  The deer do, they used to take anything tender and juicy just when it was about to flower.  I’ve seen deer, but not recently. I think Middleton kills them, quietly.  Rabbits, sometimes.  Squirrels like to hide their nuts under something, dig it up, throw it, and then you have to go back and replace it.  Don’t come into the garden often.  They do come sometimes, because the planting of the burr oaks up the hill, in the thing that was the old orchard, up in the top right there are a couple of old burr oaks, than every year they would be mowed down, so I claimed an area with permission, to get oak regeneration which people say doesn’t happen, but it only happens if you let it happen.

Rain leaving? 

GD: Not good prognosis, my daughter complaining about the forecast. This particular daughter is an orderly individual, every day has an activity that we are going to be doing, which I don’t function that way.

If not contention, I’m not going to make any!

GD: Since Bill Cronon there hasn’t been.  The prairie people keep saying the weeds come up from the garden, but I doubt it because it has always been there, I can’t see the weeds going uphill, but their chemicals come down hill.


I know Cathie is trying to figure out water.

GD: Yes, one of my areas is the outlet.  Cutting back this way year after year, which is why I planted wet prairie, deep roots.  CALS didn’t like the water coming into their garden so they made this diversion channel, and it comes swoosh, into it.  So I plant back by planting things all back the swale.  Sort of amusing.

Interesting to think about the water movements.

GD: Important too. Garlic mustard spread by water.  If you look  at water patterns you’ll see plants laying on side and there will be a new crop. Note it, because always pulling the stuff out.  Burdock comes through animals, especially dogs in preserve – mutual disagreement with preserve and garden.  I know which ones are on leash or aren’t, dogs terrify some of the gardeners so that is definitely a problem. Its my dog, he doesn’t know anything, person doesn’t know that he is a sweet dog.  Only once felt threatened, weeding an Indian mound, when I saw two big things at eye level it was terrifying, there I was down on the ground with things taller than I was.

GD: Check it out with me first, I am sure I said something mean about something.  You can call me the wood fairy. That happened when I worked with grad students, they called me it behind my back.

GD: Glenda  Faye – glen and fairy.
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