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mom THE EDITORS 
I n  t h e  summer o f  1985, engrossed i n  compi l ing and w r i t i n g  Women's Studies: 

A Recommended Core Bib l iography,  1980-1985, we shared w i t h  our readers some 
"mid-pro ject  impressions." ( I )  We descr ibed t h e  chal lenge of se lec t i ng  a core  
l i s t i n g  from t h e  thousands o f  worthy books publ ished du r i ng  t h a t  half-decade; 
we i d e n t i f i e d  our s e l e c t i o n  c r i t e r i a ;  and we summarized our observat ions about 
t h e  changing shape o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e .  Overwhelmed by the  books p i l i n g  up on 
a l l  sides, a t  t h a t  t ime we s t i l l  n a i v e l y  looked t o  a complet ion date e a r l y  i n  
1986. 

We soon r e a l i z e d  t h a t  we had been o v e r l y  o p t i m i s t i c .  As sumner tu rned t o  
fa1  1, we redoubled our  e f f o r t s  t o  t u r n  s tacks o f  books and mounds o f  reviews 
i n t o  succi  nc t  b i  b l  i ographi c  essays, demandi ng o f  ourse l  ves ever i ncreasi  ng 
r a t e s  o f  p r o d u c t i v i t y .  F a m i l i a r  t o  anyone who has t a c k l e d  a major p r o j e c t  
w i t h  a deadl ine, t h e  s t ress  a t  t imes dra ined us. Yet t h e r e  was a c e r t a i n  
heady e x h i l a r a t i o n ,  too, i n  t h e  push t o  keep pace. 

And i t ' s  hard t o  imagine b e t t e r  d i s c i p l i n e  f o r  t h e  w r i t e r .  Aware t h a t  our 
manuscr ip t - in -p rogress  had a l ready exceeded t h e  p u b l i s h e r ' s  expectat ions as t o  
leng th ,  we s t rove  t o  make our annotat ions ever more concise, master ing t h e  a r t  
o f  d i s t i l l i n g  t h e  essence o f  a  g iven  top i c ,  a  f i e l d  o f  study, a group o f  books 
i n  as few words as possib le.  The task  presented us w i t h  not on ly  a compel l ing 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  chal lenge bu t  a l so  a game a t  which we became inc reas ing l y  
p r o f i c i e n t .  

Our January 1986 dead1 i n e  gave way t o  a r e v i  sed est imate o f  March, which 
y i e l d e d  i n  t u r n  t o  a more r e a l i s t i c  p r o j e c t i o n  o f  May. By t h e  end, t h e  two o f  
us, coauthor Es ther  Stineman, a s s i s t a n t  author  Meredith Ross, and student  
a s s i s t a n t  Pamela Niebauer had melded ourselves i n t o  an impress ive ly  we1 1-oi  l e d  
machine f o r  churning ou t  annotat ions, e d i t e d  copy, proofreading, cor rec t ions ,  
and f i n a l  t e x t .  On June 6, i t  was done; we-sent o f f  t o  t h e  pub l i she r  a 
1188-page manuscript ,  f e a t u r i n g  c i t a t i o n s  t o  1213 works and embedded * 

re fe rences  t o  a t  l e a s t  an equal number. 

But  we were no t  y e t  through. Having agreed t o  p u b l i s h  i n  f u l l  a  book t h a t  
was double t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  length, our pub l i sher ,  L i b r a r i e s  Unl imi ted,  
suggested t h a t  we next  embark on a p r o j e c t  t o  abr idge t h e  volume f o r  paperback 
p u b l i c a t i o n .  

Th i s  task  s t i l l  l i e s  ahead. But f o r  t h e  moment -- author,  t i t l e ,  and 
s u b j e c t  indexes completed, t h e  typeset  manuscript  proofed and cor rec ted  -- we 
a r e  s i t t i n g  back, t r y i n g  t o  wean ourselves o f f  t h e  seduct ive f renzy  o f  t h e  
p a s t  year,  w h i l e  we awa i t  w i t h  eager a n t i c i p a t i o n  t h e  appearance o f  our 

I 
b i b l i o g r a p h y  soon a f t e r  t h e  new year. We hope i t  w i l l  f i n d  a home i n  many 
l i b r a r i e s  and women's s tud ies  programs, and t h a t  i t w i l l  -- l i k e  t h e  volume i t  
supplements ( 2 )  -- become a bas ic  t o o l  f o r  scholars,  l i b r a r i a n s ,  and students. 



We o f f e r  deep thanks t o  t h e  Nat iona l  Endowment f o r  t h e  Humanities, which 
prov ided f undi ng and encouragement f o r  t h e  b ib l iography.  

-- C.L. and S.S. 

NOTES - 
1 See "From t h e  Edi tors , "  Femin is t  Co l l ec t i ons :  A Q u a r t e r l y  o f  Women's 

Studies Resources v.6, n0.4 (Summer 1985), pp.3-5. 

Esther  S t i  neman, w i t h  Cather ine Loeb, Women's Studies: A Recommended 
Core B ib l i og raphy  ( L i t t l e t o n ,  CO: L i b r a r i e s  Unl imi ted,  1979). 

FEmlNlST VISIONS 
CRITICAL VIEWING: THE DEPICTION OF WOMEN I N  JOHN HUGHES' TEEN MOVIES 

Between 1984 and 1986, John Hughes wrote, d i rec ted ,  and produced f i v e  
f i l m s  f o r  and about Hol lywood's pr imary consumers -- adolescents. I n  o rde r  o f  

'release, these f i l m s  are  S ix teen Candles, The Breakfast  Club, Wei r d  Science, 
P r e t t  i n  Pink, and F e r r i s  B u e l l e r ' s  Day O f f .  Although none of t h e  f i v e  was a 
b oc bus te r  i t  f o r  Un iversa l  P ic tu res ,  the i ' r  p o p u l a r i t y  w i t h  teens has been + 
phenomenal. Each f i l m  remained among t h e  n a t i o n ' s  t o p  t h i r t e e n  f i l m s  f o r  t e n  
t o  twenty weeks; a couple o f  them ranked i n  t h e  t o p  f i v e  f o r  several  weeks. 
( 1 )  I n  Madison, Wisconsin -- a c i t y  w i t h  fourteen movie t hea te rs  and t h i r t y -  
f i v e  screens, where most f i l m s  run on ly  f i v e  t o  s i x  weeks -- F e r r i s  B u e l l e r ' s  
Day O f f  p layed f o r  twenty-one weeks. Each f i l m  appeared i n  v ideo format about 
seven months a f t e r  i t s  t h e a t e r  release, and r e n t a l  f i g u r e s  have remained 
s t e a d i l y  h igh  du r i ng  1985 and 1986. ( 2 )  - 

These f i l m s  grab teenagers because'they- evoke teen c u l t u r e  i n  a powerful ,  
even empowering, way. Yet t h e  c u l t u r e  por t rayeq by Hughes denigrates women. 
These two f a c t s  -- t h e  f i l m s '  power and popu la r i t y ' combined w i t h  t h e i r  
nega t i ve  images o f  women -- c a l l  f o r  i n t e r v e n t i o n  t o  counter  t h e  f i l m s '  
messages and make t h e  f i v e  f i l m s  a p t  choices f o r  teaching c r i t i c a l  v iewing i n  
t h e  women's s tud ies  classroom. 

Characters i n  t h e  Hughes wor ld  adhere t o  a s t r i c t  code o f  gender-speci f ic  
behavior.  L i s t e d  below are several  key elements o f  t h a t  code: . 

* Hughes' hero ines do no t  rebel .  One g i  r l  i s  presented as r e b e l l i o u s  bu t  
psychot ic ;  she i s  even tua l l y  saved from t h i s  so r r y  s t a t e  by a f r i e n d  who 
teaches her  how t o  apply make-up and threads a r ibbon through her ha i r .  
Heroines engage p r i m a r i l y  i n  t a l k  and a c t i v i t i e s  re la ted  t o  c lo thes  and boys, 
even when a t  school. A l l  heroines have dress ing  t a b l e s  i n  t h e i r  bedrooms. 

* Hughes' heroes a r e  rebe ls  and 1 oners. A n t i - i  n t e l  l e c t u a l  bu t  extremely 
c leve r ,  they t a l k  about " t h e  meaning o f  l i f e "  and have t h e  r e q u i s i t e  computer 
and h igh- tech equipment i n  t h e i  r bedrooms. 



* Hughes presents mothers as f o r g e t f u l ,  bossy, abject,  g u l l i b l e ,  angry, 
a l c o h o l i c ,  and n e g l e c t f u l  o f  t h e i r  fami l ies .  Fathers f a r e  be t te r .  When 
husband and w i f e  are i n  t h e  same room, t h e  woman i s  always presented i n  a two- 
sho t  w i t h  her  spouse, never alone. 

* Female teachers a re  underrepresented i n  t h e  Hughes universe:  o f  t h e  many 
teachers who appear i n  these f i v e  f i lms ,  o n l y  two are female. On t h e  o the r  
hand, a l l  o f  t h e  d isab led  charac ters  a re  women, and Hughes makes these 
charac ters  t h e  b u t t  of h i s  v i s u a l  jokes. 

* Grandmothers a re  dep ic ted  as being t o t a l l y  out  o f  touch w i t h  teen 
c u l t u r e  and as an embarrassment t o  t h e i r  teen grandchi ldren. T h e i r  hab i ts ,  
c lo thes ,  and hai rdos are  r i d i c u l e d .  Grandfathers a re  equa l l y  disparaged, 
however. 

I n  one sense, t h e r e  i s  no th ing  new about Hughes1 p o r t r a y a l  o f  women; i t  i s  
a r a r e  f i l m  indeed t h a t  cas ts  women i n  r o l e s  t h a t  break w i t h  prevai  1  i ng 
stereotypes. I would argue, nonetheless, t h a t  these f i l m s  are  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
pe rn i c i ous  because they a re  uniquely  i n v o l v i n g  f o r  t h e i r  teen viewers. Not 
o n l y  do t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  f i l m s  a re  being viewed repeatedly  by 
m i  1  l i o n s  o f  teens, b u t  i n te rv iews  w i t h  adolescents suggest t h a t  they "1 ove" 

. the  f i l m s  because they  can " r e a l l y  i d e n t i f y "  w i t h  t h e  c e n t r a l  characters.  

C r i t i c s  agree t h a t  what engages and ho lds  t h e  adolescent 's a t t e n t i o n  i s  
Hughes1 superb a b i l i t y  t o  reproduce teen speech pa t te rns  o f  t h e  l a t e  1980s 
(3 ) ;  t h e  f i lmmaker has a knack f o r  cap tu r i ng  t h e  language i n  which adolescents 
t a l k  about t h e i r  l i ves .  Yet what h i s  young viewers seem t o  remember most 
v i v i d l y  a re  t h e  stock characters i n  t h e  f i l m s .  Hughes se ts  up v i sua l  and 
verbal  codes f o r  t h e  representa t ion  o f  c e r t a i n  groups -- paren ts  and 
grandparents; h i g h  school personnel; " jocks" ;  "bra ins" ;  " r i c h ,  popu la r  k ids" ;  
and outs iders.  Reproduci ng ac tua l  types i-n exaggerated form, Hughes creates 
charac ters  t h a t  a r e  r e a d i l y  recognized by teenage viewers. He then  c a r r i e s  
t h e  same codes over from one f i l m  t o  t h e  next. I n  fac t ,  once he has 
es tab l i shed  t h e  codes f o r  each group, he can invoke t h e i r  f u l l  meaning w i t h  
ve ry  few cues; such i s  t h e  i n t e r t e x t u a l  power oY these f i lms .  

Having achieved s t rong v iewer i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  through h i s  use o f  language 
and stock characters,  Hughes i n t e n s i f i e s  audience involvement by m i  x i  ng 
s a t i r i c  and r e a l i s t  forms. I n  t h e  sa t i r es ,  h i s  cen t ra l  characters (always 
t h r e e )  a r e  spared r i d i c u l e ;  t hey  a re  not laughed a t  as one migh t  expect i n  
c l a s s i c  s a t i r e  and o t h e r  teenage f i lms ,  bu t  a r e  " i d e n t i f i e d  w i th "  as a re  
charac ters  i n  " r e a l i s t "  na r ra t i ve .  The f i lmmaker a1 lows t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
charac ters  t o  laugh a t  t h e  o the r  characters i n  t h e  f i l m ,  and a t  several  
po in t s ,  he has a p ro tagon is t  -- always male, never female -- look  a t  o r  t a l k  
d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  audience. Thus, he breaks from s a t i r e  t o  r e a l i s t  na r ra t i ve ,  
and from n a r r a t i v e  t o  documentary. 

Th i s  mix ing  o f  forms i s  a powerful  technique. Mor rea l l  has sa id  t h a t  
t hose  who laugh a t  t h e  v ices o r  f o l l i e s  o f  o thers f e e l  a  sense o f  supe r io r i t y .  
( 4 )  By g i v i n g  t e e n  viewers t h e  oppo r tun i t y  t o  laugh and f e e l  super io r  -- b o t h  
as audience and v i c a r i o u s l y  through t h e i r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  cen t ra l  
charac ters  -- Hughes gives them a sense o f  power. "These f i l m s  are a good 
revenge ," admit ted one teenage boy I interviewed. 



I n  a wo r ld  where they  have 11 t t l e  r e a l  soc ia l  power, teen  viewers g a i n  a 
sense o f  empowerment from Hughes' f ilms. And i t i s  p r e c i s e l y  because t h e  
f i l m s  a r e  so engaging and so w ide l y  viewed t h a t  t hey  could be e f f e c t i v e  
v e h i c l e s  f o r  teach ing  c r i t i c a l  view1 ng i n  t h e  classroom. Teachers cou ld  have 
s tudents  examine t h e  f i l m s  c a r e f u l l y  t o  see whether the1 r male and female 
charac ters  a re  equa l l y  empowered. They cou ld  p o i n t  out  t h e  fo rmula ic  speech 
and behavior  o f  Hughes' characters,  he lp ing  students move beyond 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  t o  a c r i t i c a l  ana l ys i s  of t h e  f i l m s '  messages -- p a r t i c u l a r l y  
as regards women. Since Hughes' d e p i c t i o n  o f  women i s  so un i f o rm ly  negative, 
h i s  f i l m s  may a c t  as c a t a l y s t s  f o r  res is tance t o  regress ive  s o c i a l  norms. I n  
these f i lms ,  parents and teachers have a t  t h e i r  f i  n g e r t i  ps i n s t r u c t i o n a l  
resources t h a t  a re  p a r t  o f  n e a r l y  a l l  adolescents'  common experience. 
Thought fu l  guidance i n  reading these f i l m s  may g i ve  teens t h e  power t o  r e j e c t  
Hughes' messages about women. 

-- Ann DeVaney (Becker) 

[Ann DeVaney (Becker) i s  an Associate Pro fessor  i n  t h e  Department o f  
C u r r i c u l  urn and I n s t r u c t i o n  a t  t h e  UW-Madi son. She d i r e c t s  t h e  Graduate 
Program i n  Educat ional  Communications and Technology.] 

"Top 50  Chart," V a r i e t  (May 9 - June 13, 1984). (February 20 - A p r i l  
1, 1985), (March 5 - May d 9 8 6 ) .  (June 25 - October 1, 1986). 

I base t h i s  statement on a survey o f  a1 1 twe lve  v ideo r e n t a l  s to res  i n  
Nadi son. 

Richard Cor l i ss ,  "Growing Pains," Time v.127 (March 3, 1986), p.83; 
James Greenberg, "Universal  Signs Hughes t e f h r e e  Year Pact ," V a r i e t  v.318 
(May 2, 1984), p.19; Roger Ebert, Movie Home Companion (Kansas 4 i t y :  Andrews, 
McMeel & Parker, 1986) ; Paul i ne Kael , "The Current Cinema: Mars," The New 
Yorker v.62 ( A p r i l  3 ,  1986), pp.91-92. \ 

John Mor rea l l  , Taki ng Laughter  Ser i  ous ly  (A1 bany: S t a t e  U n i v e r i t y  o f  
New York Press, 1983). 

WOmEN'S CRNGUAGE: THE WORK OF THE 
NRTIONRC COUNCIC FOR RESERRCH ON WOmEN. 

T h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  t h e  f i r s t  i n  a two-par t  se r i es  on t h e  in fo rmat ion  p r o j e c t s  
o f  t h e  Nat iona l  Counci l  f o r  Research on Wanen. The Counci l ,  founded i n  1982, 
i s  a consort ium o f  f i f t y - o n e  independent and u n i v e r s i t y - a f f i  1 i a t e d  research 
cen te rs  devoted t o  expanding t h e  body o f  knowledge about women and gender 
issues.  One o f  t h e  Counc i l ' s  t o p  p r i o r i t i e s  has been t h e  development o f  
o n l i n e  databases about women and t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t o o l s  needed t o  access them. 
I n  t h i s  issue, I review t h e  development o f  t h e  forthcoming A Women's 
Thesaurus, a work ing l i s t  o f  sub jec t  terms f o r  manual and o n l i n e  indexing, and 
d i scuss  some o f  t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  and ph i l osoph i ca l  quest ions ra i sed  by t h e  
process o f  thesaurus design. I n  t h e  next issue, I w i l l  look a t  o the r  p r o j e c t s  



supported by t h e  Counci l ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  spec ia l i zed  databases and 
t h e  c o l  l a b o r a t i v e  development o f  on1 i ne' networks. 

* * * 

T e n t a t i v e l y  t i t l e d  A Women's Thesaurus: An Index o f  Language Used t o  
Descr ibe and Locate In fo rma t i on  By and About Women, t h e  f i  r s t  major  product  o f  
t h e  Counc i l ' s  i n fo rma t i on  i n i t i a t i v e  i s  i n  t h e  f i n a l  stages of e d i t i n g  and 
shou ld  be publ ished by summer 1987. Since Susan Searing descr ibed t h e  
p r o j e c t ' s  e a r l y  phases i n  a prev ious issue of Feminis t  Co l l ec t i ons  (1).  1'1 1 
s imp ly  recap t h e  p r o j e c t ' s  h i s t o r y  here. 

The thesaurus o f f i c i a l l y  go t  i t s  s t a r t  i n  1982 when t h e  Nat ional  counc i l  
f o r  Research on Women l i n k e d  up w i t h  t h e  American L i b r a r y  Assoc ia t ion 's  
Women's Studies Database Task Force, whose members had r e c e n t l y  documented t h e  
need f o r  improved o n l i n e  r e t r i e v a l  o f  women's resources. (2 )  We i d e n t i f i e d  
o thers  concerned w i t h  resource access and i n  October, 1982, sponsored a 
meet ing i n  New York t h a t  brought t oge the r  a broad-based coal i t i o n  resolved t o  
coo rd ina te  index ing  standards and devel op o the r  ways of appl y i  ng s tate-of - the-  
a r t  technology t o  our work. 

A t  t h a t  meeting, we o u t l i n e d  t h e  need f o r  a comprehensive, machine-based 
' thesaurus and created a Thesaurus Task Force t o  coord inate t h e  pro jec t .  

I n i t i a l  support  came from t h e  Business and Profess ional  Women's Foundation (a 
Counci l  member center) .  BPW had begun work e a r l i e r  t h a t  yea r  on t h e i r  own 
thesaurus,  l a y i n g  t h e  groundwork f o r  computer iz i  ng t h e i  r resource cen te r  
c o l l e c t i o n .  They prov ided funds f o r  t h e  f i r s t  major phase o f  t h e  expanded 
p r o j e c t ,  and t h e i r  resource cen te r  l i b r a r i a n ,  Cheryl Sloan, prov ided i n i t i a l  
t e c h n i c a l  coord ina t ion .  Addi t i o n a l  support  has come from t h e  Council ' s  core 
ope ra t i ng  gran t  from t h e  Ford Foundation; p r o j e c t  g ran ts  from t h e  L i l l y  
Endowment and P ruden t i a l  Foundation; i n-kind c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  programming and 
computer t i m e  from Advanced Data Management, developers o f  t h e  database 
sof tware (DRS) used t o  b u i l d  t h e  thesaurus; and extensive vo lun tee r  l a b o r  from 
t h e  Task Force, thesaurus sub jec t  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  and t e s t  s i tes .  
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We produced t h e  f i r s t  d r a f t  o f  t h e  thesaurus by combining subject  l i s t s ,  
c a t a l o g  headings, f i l i n g  system guides, and index terms from t h i r t y - f  i v e  
research centers, l i b r a r i e s ,  pub l i shers ,  and associat ions. Th i s  l i s t  was then 
shared w i t h  l i b r a r i a n s ,  scholars,  policymakers, and a c t i v i s t s  i n  each'of 
e leven  sub jec t  categor ies:  Communications; Economics and Employment; 
Education; H i s t o r y  and Soc ia l  Change; I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Women; Language, 
L i t e r a t u r e ,  Re l ig ion ,  and Phi losophy; Law, Government, and Pub1 i c  Po l i cy ;  
U t u r a l  Science and Health;  Science and Techno1 ogy; Soci a1 Science and 
Cu l tu re ;  and Visual  and Performing Ar ts .  

We asked sub jec t  s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  each area t o  add miss ing terms and scope 
notes ( d e f i  n i  t i o n s )  , d e l e t e  terms, suggest cross-references, i ndi ca te  

L p r e f e r r e d  terms, and i d e n t i f y  p o t e n t i a l  areas o f  ambiguity and c o n f l i c t .  
T h e i r  charge was t o  produce a rev ised  l i s t  o f  t h e  language -- formal and 
i n fo rma l  , vernacular  and schol.arly -- c u r r e n t l y  used t o  de f ine  women's 1 i v e s  
and research. We were concerned t h a t  t h e  thesaurus accura te ly  descr ibe 
whatever would be indexed, sought, o r  f i l e d  and wanted t o  make t h e  thesaurus 
access ib le  t o  t h e  broadest poss ib le  range of users. 



Subject  s p e c i a l i s t s '  recommendations were ed i t ed  t o  conform t o  our 
s t r u c t u r e  subcommittee's gu ide l  i nes; wherever possible,  these guidel  i nes  
adopted t h e  standards o f  word form and form o f  e n t r y  s e t  by t h e  American 
Nat iona l  Standards I n s t i t u t e ' s  (ANSI) Gu ide l ines  f o r  Thesaurus S t ruc tu re  
Construct ion,  and Use. ( 3 )  The l i s t s  were t w i c e  more submit ted t o  subje& 
groups f o r  review, and a t h i r d  round o f  rev i s i ons  was then ed i t ed  and tes ted  
a t  over s i x t y  research, po l i cy ,  and advocacy centers  i n  t h i s  country  and 
abroad. I nco rpo ra t i ng  t e s t - s i t e  recommendations and suggested r e v i  s i  ons, t h e  
c u r r e n t  ve rs ion  o f  A Women's Thesaurus now inc ludes  over f i v e  thousand terms 
i n  s i x  separate d isp lays.  

The A1 phabet ica l  D i sp lay  1 i s t s  a1 1 terms, w i t h  cross-references and scope 
no tes  where needed. Any p r e f e r r e d  o r  "do not  use" terms a re  a lso  ind icated.  
Cross-references i nc lude  synonyms o r  r e l a t e d  terms, broader "parent" terms, 
and a1 1 narrower, more s p e c i f i c  terms l i s t e d .  Looking up t h e  term RAPE, f o r  
example, users w i l l  be r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  l a r g e r  concept SEXUAL VIOLENCE, t o  t h e  
more s p e c i f i c  examples o f  DATE RAPE, GANG RAPE, MARITAL RAPE, and SLAVE RAPE, 
as w e l l  as t o  o the r  r e l a t e d  terms l i k e  CRIMES AGAINST WOMEN and INCEST. 
Looking up SEXUAL VIOLENCE, users w i l l  be r e f e r r e d  t o  a s t i l l  broader term, 
VIOLENCE, as we l l  as t o  t h e  narrower terms SEXUAL ABUSE and SEXUAL ASSAULT. 

The Rotated D isp lay ,  sometimes c a l l e d  a permuted d isp lay ,  a lphabet izes a1 1 
e n t r i e s  by each word i n  a term. T h i s  d i s p l a y  i s  use fu l  f o r  f i n d i n g  c l u s t e r s  
o f  terms t h a t  i nc lude  t h e  same word and would otherwise not  be a lphabet ized 
toge the r :  f o r  example, EMPLOYMENT AGENCIES, HOUSEHOLD EMPLOYMENT, MALE- 
DOMINATED EMPLOYMENT, and PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT. 

The H i e r a r c h i c a l  D isp lay  i s  two-way and shows terms w i t h  as many as f o u r  
1 i n k s  up and down. I n  t h i s  d isp lay ,  each broader and narrower term i s  marked 
t o  i n d i c a t e  i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  i t s  "parent" o r  " c h i l d "  term. Th i s  format 
h e l p s  users broaden o r  narrow a search and pu ts  terms i n  t h e i r  broadest 
con tex ts .  Looking up BOYCOTTS, f o r  exampTe, a user  would be l e d  up two l e v e l s  
t o  t h e  broader term PROTEST ACTIONS and t h e  s t i l l  broader term ACTIONS, then 
down one l e v e l  t o  t h e  narrower term ECONOMIC BOYCOTTS. By expanding on t h e  
c ross- re fe renc ing  i n  t h e  A lphabet ica l  Disp lay,  \ the H ie ra rch i ca l  D isp lay  
p e r m i t s  a h igh  l e v e l  o f  accuracy i n  indexing and r e t r i e v a l .  

The Grouped Term D isp lay  a lphabet izes  terms w i t h i n  each o f  t h e  eleven 
s u b j e c t  groups, suggest ing o the r  search terms t h a t ,  w h i l e  no t  synonyms, migh t  
y i e l d  r e l a t e d  references. INDOCTRINATION and IMAGES OF WOMEN a re  both 1 i s ted  
i n  t h e  Communications sub jec t  group, f o r  example. 

The Useluse For  D i sp lay  a lphabet izes "do n o t u s e "  terms 1 inked t o  t h e i r  
p r e f e r r e d  terms and a l s o  a lphabet izes  t h e  p r e f e r r e d  terms l i n k e d  t o  t h e i r  "do 
n o t  use" terms. 

The s i x t h  group, t h e  D e l i m i t e r s  Display, inc ludes  search terms o r  proper  
nouns, o f t en  common t o  severa l  sub jec t  groups, t h a t  can be used t o  "del imi t , "  
narrow, o r  r e f i n e  an o n l i n e  search s t ra tegy  o r  t o  s tandard ize a manual f i l i n g  
system. Although most of these terms are a l so  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  main Alphabet ica l  
D isp lay ,  we have opted t o  group these d e s c r i p t o r s  separate ly  t o  p rov ide  s a s i e r  
access t o  them. Key search words -- f o r  example, BIBLIOGRAPHIES, TRANSCRIPTS, 
and QUESTIONNAIRES ( a l l  formats o f  in fo rmat ion) ;  FRENCH and AFRO-AMERICAN 
( n a t i o n a l  o r  c u l t u r a l  i d e n t i f i e r s ) ;  o r  MEDIEVAL PERIOD and VIETNAM WAR 



( ch rono log i ca l  i n d i c a t o r s )  -- a r e  l i s t e d  a l p h a b e t i c a l l y  w i t h i n  l o g i c a l  
ca tegor ies .  We expect t h a t  users w i l l  add terms, even a d d i t i o n a l  categories, 
t o  t h e  D e l i m i t e r s  D isp lay  t o  meet t h e i r  needs f o r  indexing o r  searching 
speci  a1 i zed c o l l e c t i o n s .  

These s i x  d i sp lays  present  va r i ed  ways i n t o  t h e  language t o  support  
d i f f e r e n t  users '  h a b i t s  i n  l o c a t i n g  terms they need. We expect t h e  thesaurus 
t o  support  a v a r i e t y  o f  app l i ca t ions .  It can a i d  indexers and others who 
create,  as we l l  as those who search, manual and computerized f i l i n g  systems; 
i ndexes f o r  books, repor ts ,  government documents, magazi nes, scho la r l y  
j ou rna l s ,  newspapers, and news1 e t t e r s  ; mu1 t isource  indexes and reference 
guides; b ib l i og raph ies ;  and abs t rac t s  o f  books and research a r t i c l e s .  

Another pr imary appl i c a t i  on w i  1 1 be t o  suggest cross-references and 
narrower terms t h a t  can sharpen e x i s t i n g  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and ca ta log ing  
systems. It should be understood t h a t  t h e  thesaurus i s  not i t s e l f  a 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  system. The thesaurus i s  no t  intended t o  rep lace  e x i s t i n g  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and ca ta log ing  systems, and wherever possib le,  we have 
attempted t o  ma in ta in  compatabil i t y  w i t h  e x i s t i n g  systems. We compared tenns 
i nc luded  i n  t h e  thesaurus w i t h  terms used i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  L i b r a r y  o f  Congress 
Sub jec t  Headings, f o r  example, and have chosen p re fe r red  L i b r a r y  o f  Congress 
terms where they f i t  our own guide1 i nes. (4 )  We expect, however, t h a t  t h e  

4 ready a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  terms contained i n  t h e  thesaurus w i l l  enable ca ta logers  
work ing w i t h  manual o r  o n l i n e  card cata logs t o  add d e t a i l e d  desc r i p to rs  t h a t  
w i  11 p r o f i l e  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i o n s  more accura te ly  and prov ide  some imagi na t i ve  
c o r r e c t i v e s  f o r  biases embedded i n  e x i s t i n g  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  systems. 

We have a l s o  designed t h e  thesaurus f o r  optimum use w i t h  computerized 
r e t r i e v a l  systems. Except where mu1 t i w o r d  (precoord inated)  terms are  needed 
f o r  d e f i n i n g  a unique concept (such as GENDER GAP o r  SEX SEGREGATION), we have 
pos tcoord ina ted  o r  separated terms so t h a t  both indexers and users w i l l  have 
maximum e f f i c i e n c y  i n  ass igning keywords and request ing search terms. Ins tead 
o f  NURSES--SALARIES o r  HOUSEWIVES AS AUTHORS ( ex i  s t i n g  L i b r a r y  o f  Congress 
s u b j e c t  headings), f o r  example, a user  can index o r  r e t r i e v e  l i t e r a t u r e  on 
these sub jec t s  by p a i r i n g  terms l i s t e d  se f i r a te l y  i n  t h e  thesaurus: NURSES and 
WAGES and COMPARABLE WORTH o r  EQUAL PAY; o r  A U ~ ~ O R S  and HOMEMAKERS o r  WAGE 
EARNING WIVES o r  WOMEN WORKING OUTSIDE THE HOME. 

We hope t h a t  s t i l l  another use o f  t h e  thesaurus w i l l  be t o  serve as a 
re fe rence guide f o r  t h e  nonsexis t  use o f  t h e  language. ( 5 )  Users l ook ing  up 
STEWARDESSES, f o r  example, i n  t h e  UseIDo Not Use D isp lay  w i  11 be r e f e r r e d  t o  
FLIGHT ATTENDANTS. Cross-references i n  t h e  Alphabet ica l  D i sp lay  w i l l  l ead  
users from HOUSEWIVES t o  HOMEMAKERS, from WORKING WOMEN t o  WOMEN WORKING 
OUTSIDE THE HOME. As a reference t o o l ,  t h e  thesaurus i s  thus designed t o  
broaden awareness o f  t h e  ways i n  which language s t ruc tu res  our th ink ing .  
Users a re  d i r e c t e d  t o  terms t h a t  expand a concept. A term l i k e  SEXISM, f o r  
example, p o i n t s  t o  r e l a t e d  terms l i k e  DOUBLY DISADVANTAGED, PORNOGRAPHY, and, 
SEXIST LANGUAGE. Users w i l l  a l so  be r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  narrower terms 
INSTITUTIONAL SEXISM and LINGUISTIC SEXISM. Looking up INSTITUTIONAL SEXISM 
w i l l  i n  t u r n  lead users t o  key concepts l i k e  BLAMING THE VICTIM, GATEKEEPING, 
and STRUCTURAL DISCRIMINATION. While no subs l t u te  f o r  more in-depth ana lys is  
o f  l i n g u i s t i c  biases, as a working t o o l  t h e  thesaurus attempts t o  p rov ide  
comprehensive, accessib le l i s t s  o f  terms t h a t  embody these important  concepts. 



We have a l s o  inc luded some terms i n  t h e  thesaurus from o t h e r  languages 
where t h e  terms express concepts t h a t  do not  have more p rec i se  t r a n s l a t i o n s  i n  
Engl ish.  We a r e  i n  t h e  process o f  exp lo r i ng  issues  surrounding t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  
t h e  thesaurus -- using t h e  thesaurus as a s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  o the r  European, 
Asian, L a t i n  American, and T h i r d  World e d i t i o n s  -- w i thou t  f a l l i n g  i n t o  t h e  
t r a p  o f  Engl ish-domi nated o r  Eng l i  sh-"normed" t rans la t i ons .  Our ambi t ion f o r  
f u t u r e  e d i t i o n s  i s  even tua l l y  t o  work towards a common i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
vocabulary. 

Al though we a r e  proud o f  t h e  consensus, e d i t i n g ,  and t e s t i n g  t h a t  have 
taken  us t h i s  f a r  toward a common vocabulary, t h e  process i s  f a r  from 
complete, even i n  American Engl ish. Nor should i t be. From t h e  beginnings o f  
t h e  p r o j e c t ,  we have st ressed t h e  importance o f  process, t h e  importance o f  
recogn iz ing  language as a c o n t i n u a l l y  changing, v i t a l  r e p o s i t o r y  o f  our 
c u l t u r e .  We have had t o  at tempt  consensus i n  emerging i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  areas 
o f  knowledge t h a t  a re  s t i l l  male-normed. As Searing po in ted  ou t  i n  h e r  1983 
a r t i c l e ,  t h e  thesaurus represents a "unique oppo r tun i t y  t o  appropr ia te  t h e  
power o f  naming." Yet at tempts t o  s tandard ize t h a t  process cannot avoid 
controversy.  

There a r e  i n e v i t a b l y  t r a d e - o f f s  between desc r i p t i ons  o f  t h e  language as i t 
, i s  used and our  commitment t o  s tandard iz ing  a language t h a t  empowers a l l  users 

w i t h o u t  p re jud ice .  What a re  t h e  norms, f o r  example, imp1 i c i t  i n  a recen t l y -  
co ined term l i k e  FEMINIZATION OF POVERTY? Do we acknowledge i t s  currency i n  
t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  and cont inue t o  use i t  as a convenient index term? Our t ask  
f o r c e  suggested WOMEN LIVING I N  POVERTY o r  PAUPERIZATION OF WOMEN as 
a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  terms perhaps more cumbersome but  a1 so more accurate, no t  
pe rpe tua t i ng  t h e  process o f  a t t a c h i n g  negat ive consequences t o  FEMINIZATION. 

It i s  essen t i a l  t h a t  t h e  process o f  naming, t h i s  process o f  
s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  we have undertaken, be understood as a means o f  access, a way 
i n t o  t h e  language. Th is  s tanda rd i za t i on  i s  not  a s i l enc ing ,  a n e u t r a l i z i n g  o f  
women's d i v e r s i t y .  I f  anything, i t  i s  an a t s p t  t o  evoke t h e  complexi ty,  t h e  
t e x t u r e  o f  women's l i v e s  i n  process. (Randomly se lec ted  sec t ions  o f  t h e  

\ 

a1 phabet ica l  d i  sp lay y i e l d  some s t r i  k i  ng j ux tapos i t i ons :  PIECEWORK LABOR 
POLICIES, THE PILL, PILOTS, PIMPS, PIN MONEY, PINK COLLAR WORKERS, PIONEERS, 
PIRATES.) The. l a s t  several  decades o f  work have shown us p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  
d e f i n i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  a r e  not oppressive. We have seen t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  
b u i  1 d ing  consensus, f o r  suggest ing standards t h a t  c a l l  i n t o  quest ion t h e  
e x i s t i n g ,  o f t e n  unconscious norms t h a t  d isen f ranch ise  us. It i s  on l y  t h i s  
shared, ongoing process, u l t i m a t e l y ,  t h a t  wi 11 enable us t o  a r t i c u l a t e  our 
dream o f  a common language. We welcome your  responses and suggestions. For  
f u r t h e r  in fo rmat ion ,  contact :  The Nat ional  Counci 1 f o r  Research on Women, Sara 
Delano Roosevelt  Memorial House, 47-49 East 65 th  Street,  New York, NY 10021; 
(212) 570-5001. 

-- Mary E l l e n  S. Capek 

[Mary E l l e n  S. Capek, Execut ive Secretary o f  t h e  Nat ional  Counci l  f o r  Research 
on Women, coord inates t h e  Counci 1 ' s  Thesaurus Task Force and Database Steer ing  
Committee and i s  e d i t i n g  A Women's Thesaurus. A founding o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  
Counci 1 and former D i  r e c t o r  o f  Cont inu ing Educat ion a t  Pr ince ton  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
she has been a c t i v e  i n  b u i l d i n g  women's research and educat ion networks s ince  
t h e  e a r l y  sevent ies. She received a Ph.D. i n  American and Eng l i sh  L i t e r a t u r e  



from the  Un ive rs i t y  o f  W i  sconsi n-Madl son and has done research and w r i t i n g  on 
contemporary women's poetry; 1 i n g u i s t i c s ,  technology, and wr i t i ng ;  and women 
i n  h igher  education admi n i  s t r a t i o n  and governance networks. Port ions o f  t h i s  
a r t i c l e  w i l l  appear as p a r t  o f  t h e  in t roduc t ion  t o  A Women's Thesaurus, 
copy r igh t  by The National Council f o r  Research on Women.] 
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240-9045-4. LC 83-48221. 0 

MacDonald, Edgar E., and Tonette Bond Inge. E l l e n  Glasgow: A Reference Guide. 
Boston: G.K. Ha l l .  1986. 2 6 9 ~ .  index. $50.00. ISBN 0-8161-8218-3. LC 85- 

Matovich, Richard M. A Concordance t o  the  Col lected Poems o f  Sy lv ia  Plath. 
New York: Garland, 19. 8 6 6 4  . 9 - - 3. LC 8, 5- 
45126. 



Powerful Images: A Women's Guide t o  Audiov isual  Resources. Rome and Santiago: 
.O , ISBN 88-85840-00-0. 

(Address: I s i s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  V ia  Santa Maria d e l l  'Anima, 30, 00186 Rome, 
I t a l y )  

Schwartz, Narda Lacey. A r t i c l e s  on Women Wri ters ,  1976-1984: A B ib l iography.  
Santa Barbara: ABC-Clio I n fo rma t i on  Services, 1985. 305p. index. $50.00, 
ISBN 0-87436-438-8. LC 85-7484. 

A Selected and Annotated B ib l i og raphy  on Refugee Women. Geneva: United 
Nat ions High Commi ss ioner  f o r  Refugees; Washington: Refugee P o l i c y  Group f o r  
t h e  Un i ted  Nat ions Decade f o r  Wanen, 1985. 69p. index. 

S i  g n o r i e l l i  , Nancy, ed. Role Po r t raya l  and Stereotyping on Te lev i  sion: An 
Annotated B ib l i og raphy  o f  Studies Re la t i ng  t o  Women, M i n o r i t i e s ,  Aging, Sexual 
Behavior, Health, and Handicaps. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1985. 214p. 
i ndex. $35 -00, ISBN 0-313-24885-9. LC 85-9823. 

The t h i r d  e d i t i o n  o f  Feminist  Resources f o r  Schools and Colleges, compiled 
and e d i t e d  by Anne Chapman, i s  a considerably  expanded update o f  t h e  c l a s s i c  

, Femin i s t  Press guide. Addressing h igh school and undergraduate c o l  lege  
teachers  and students, Chapman h i g h l i g h t s  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  des igning women's 
s t u d i e s  courses and f o r  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c u r r i c u l  um. I n  
ga the r i ng  and annota t ing  references t o  445 i tems from t h e  pe r i od  between 1975 
and 1984, Chapman reconceptual i z e d  t h e  b ib l iography .  The second (1977) 
e d i t i o n ,  by Mer le Froschl  and Jane Wil l iamson, had used l e v e l s  o f  educat ion 
(preschool  and elementary, secondary, and h ighe r )  as i t s  bas ic  o rgan iz ing  
p r i n c i p l e ,  w i t h  a generous l i s t i n g  o f  general ma te r i a l s  on sexism i n  
educat ion,  textbook evaluat ion,  school law, career  counseling, and t h e  li ke. 
Chapman chooses ins tead t o  separate p r i n t -  and audiov isual  resources and t o  use 
as subd i v i s i ons  w i t h i n  those two major  ca tegor ies  academic subjects  -- a r t ,  
Engl ish,  h i s t o r y ,  mathematics, science, and s o c i a l  science. She a l so  inc ludes 
i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  ma te r i a l s  on such themes as m i n o r i t y  women and women and 
work. \ -. 

The most s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  Feminis t  Resources f o r  Schools and Col leges 
i s  t h e  strong, eva lua t i ve  language o f  t h e  annotat ions. Chapman not  on ly  
i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  grade l e v e l  o f  t h e  p r i n t  works, b u t  adds sp i cy  comments on 
conten t  and s t y l e ,  f r equen t l y  cau t i on ing  her  readers about t echn i ca l  o r  
s c h o l a r l y  ja rgon t h a t  i n t e r f e r e s  w i t h  ease o f  reading. Although she 
emphasizes books, Chapman a lso c i t e s  journa l  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  p rov ide  use fu l  
overviews ( f o r  example, review essays i n  Signs). The nonp r in t  l i s t i n g s ,  w i t h  
much b r i e f e r  annotat ions based on d i s t r i b u t o r s '  catalogs, encompass f i lms. 
v ideocasset tes , f i l m s t r i p s ,  s l i d e  sets, and sound recordings. A1 1 e n t r i e s  
i n c l u d e  pr ices.  The guide concludes w i t h  a d i  r ec to ry  o f  pub l i shers  and 
d i s t r i b u t o r s ,  and indexes by a u t h o r / t i t l e  and subject.  

Desp i te  such va luab le  sources as Kaye S u l l i v a n ' s  two-volume Fi lms By, For, 
and About Women (Scarecrow, 1980, 1985). b i b l i o g r a p h i c  access t o  nonp r in t  
m a t e r i a l s  i n  women's s tud ies  i s  s t i l l  l e s s  than adequate. Wi th t he  demise of 
t h e  C a t a l y s t  Media Review, t h e r e  i s  no ongoing rev iewing medium. Our own - New 
Books on Women & Feminism, i n  i t s  b r i e f  nonp r in t  chapter, provides one of t h e  
few c u r r e n t  awareness l i s t i n g s .  The very appearance o f  Powerful Images: A 



Women's Guide t o  Audiovisual Resources t h e r e f o r e  makes me cheer. Produced by 
l s i s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  t h i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  guide o f f e rs  unprecedented i n fo rma t i on  
about f i lms ,  videotapes, and s l i d e  se ts  produced by women a c t i v i s t s  around t h e  
world. The two f i r s t  sect ions o f  t h e  sourcebook d iscuss t h e  value o f  
aud iov i sua l  m a t e r i a l s  i n  grassroots femi n i s t  organizing, out1 i ne t h e  basics o f  
how t o  produce and use them, and present  accounts o f  n ine  T h i r d  World women's 
aud iov i sua l  p ro jec ts .  

From a reference l i b r a r i a n ' s  standpoint,  t h e  most important  sec t i on  o f  t h e  
book i s  i t s  middle -- a ca ta log  o f  over  s i x  hundred nonp r in t  resources, 
arranged by t o p i c  and region. There i s  a c l e a r  emphasis on a c t i v i s t  concerns, 
a l though a t t e n t i o n  i s  pa id  t o  c u l t u r a l  as we1 1 as p o l i t i c a l  and economic 
themes. Each e n t r y  i s  annotated, and descr ibes t h e  format, running time, 
language, producer, and d i s t r i b u t o r .  Cross-references between subject  
ca tego r ies  add t o  t h e  pleasure o f  us ing  t h e  guide. The f i n a l  sec t i on  presents 
an annotated b ib l i og raphy  o f  o the r  catalogs, guides, and pe r i od i ca l s ,  and 
prov ides  addresses f o r  d i s t r i b u t o r s ,  filmmakers, and grassroots women's 
organizat ions.  Desp i te  these aids, i t may be d i f f i c u l t  f o r  teachers and 
program planners i n  t h e  Un i ted  S ta tes  t o  ob ta in  audiov isual  ma te r i a l s  from 
abroad. S t i l l ,  Powerful Images i s  rous ing  test imony t o  women's use of  
n o n p r i n t  media worldwide. 

4 

Whi le some f e m i n i s t s  venture i n t o  media product ion, o thers study t h e  image 
o f  women i n  mainstream media. A new b ib l i og raphy  by Nancy S i g n o r i e l  li 
promises t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  bu t  a las  i s  a r a t h e r  spo t ty  e f f o r t .  Role 
P o r t r a y a l  and Stereo typ ing  on Te lev is ion :  An Annotated B ib l iography  o f  S t u d i e s  
R e l a t i n g  t o  Women, M i n o r i t i e s ,  Aging, Sexual Behavior, Health, and Handicaps 
em~has i zes  s c h o l a r l v  a r t i c l e s  and books. and excludes conference DaDers and 
d i s s e r t a t i o n s .  ~ l t i - ~ o u ~ h  t h e r e  i s  a l a r g e  body o f  w r i t i n g  on t h i s '  t o p i c  from a 
f e m i n i s t  perspect ive, i t does no t  appear here. O f  a t o t a l  o f  423 en t r i es ,  185 
f a l l  i n  t h e  sec t i on  on women. A f t e r  examjning t h e  volume, I have t o  agree 
w i t h  t h e  rev iewer i n  Choice (Jan. 1986, p.730) who f a u l t e d  t h e  b ib l iography  as 
"a t r o u b l i n g  example o f i n g r o u p  academic research" and wished S i g n o r i e l  li had 
conducted a more thorough search o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e .  Researchers can s t i l l  
b e n e f i t  from L e s l i e  J. Friedman's Sex Role ~ t e $ e o t y p i n g  i n  t h e  Mass Media: An 
Annotated B ib l iography  (Garland, 1977). which t e n  years ago surveyed a l l  t h e  
media and descr ibed over a thousand works. A comprehensive supplement t o  
Friedman's volume would be i dea l .  

Because b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  so r a p i d l y  go ou t  of  date, re fe rence 1 i b r a r i  ans 
always h a i l  supplements and new ed i t i ons .  When a second volume improves upon 
t h e  f i r s t  -- as' i s  t h e  case w i t h  Narda Lacey Schwartz's A r t i c l e s  on Women 
Wr i te rs ,  1976-1984: A B ib l iography  -- i t ' s  t ime t o  celebrate. Schwartz's 
f i r s t  b i  b l ioqraphy  o f  l i t e r a r y  c r i ' t i c i  sm appeared i n  1977. A t t r a c t i v e l y  - . -  
designed, i t  l i s t e d  thousands-of a r t i c l e s  about more than s i x  hundred &men 
w r i t e r s .  Schwartz inc luded on ly  women who wrote i n  Engl ish, b u t  her  
geographic scope embraced Great B r i t a i n ,  t h e  Un i ted  States, Canada, I r e land ,  
A u s t r a l i a ,  New Zealand, and A f r i c a n  countr ies. L e t t e r  w r i t e r s ,  d i a r i s t s ,  and 
e s s a y i s t s  numbered among t h e  authors, as we l l  as w r i t e r s  o f  f i c t i o n ,  poetry,  
and drama, from t h e  Middle Ages t o  t h e  present. 



I n  t h e  second volume, Schwartz cont inues t h e  bas ic  format -- an 
a lphabe t i ca l  o rgan i za t i on  by name o f  au thor  -- i n  an even more pleasing, easy- 
t o -consu l t  layout .  E n t r i e s  t o t a l  7,796, and they t r e a t  over  1,000 women 
w r i t e r s .  The compi ler  has c u l l e d  references from a number o f  standard 
re fe rence  sources ( f o r  instance, t h e  Humanities Index, t h e  Modern Languages 
Assoc ia t ion  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B ib l iography,  Abstracts  o f  Eng l i sh  Studies, and 
Women Stud ies  Abstracts) ,  as w e l l  as from b ib l i og raph ies  contained f n  major 
j o u r n a l s  of l i t e r a r y  studies. Book reviews a r e  l a r g e l y  excluded. Although 
t h l s  i s  t h e  bes t  guide t o  subs tan t ive  w r i t i n g s  about women authors, one can 
f i n d  m i s s i o n s  and e r r o r s  - -  f o r  example, one o f  t h e  e n t r i e s  f o r  Susan 
Stan ford  Friedman i n  t h e  index leads nowhere, and Friedman's a r t i c l e  on 
Adrienne R ich  and H.D. from t h e  Winter  1983 Si ns i s  i n e x p l i c a b l y  absent from 
t h e  l i s t i n g s ' f o r  e i t h e r  w r i t e r .  But t h e  sheer 9T s ze o f  t h e  b ib l i og raphy  
suggests t h a t  such omissions are  rare, and t h a t  Schwartz has managed t o  
cap tu re  t h e  bulk  o f  t h e  l a s t  n ine  years '  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m .  Th is  book 
belongs i n  a l l  l i b r a r i e s  t h a t  h o l d  t h e  f i r s t  volume, bu t  i t  can a l s o  s tand 
a lone  as a guide t o  recent  studies. 

B i b l i o g r a p h i e s  devoted t o  s i n g l e  authors cont inue t o  appear, f o r  t h e  
pub1 i c a t i o n  o f  comprehensive works 14 ke Schwartz's does not  d imin ish  t h e  
u t  i 1 i t y  o f  speci a1 i zed reference guides. E l  1 en G l  asgow, a popular  southern 
, w r i t e r  o f  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  century, i s  t h e  sub jec t  o f  a new b ib l i og raphy  by 

Edgar E. MacDonald and Tonet te Bond Inge. The compi lers s t r i v e  f o r  complete 
coverage o f  Engl i sh-language w r i t i n g s  about G l  asgow from 1897 t o  1945 i n  El l e n  
G l  asgow: A Reference Guide. Whi le books, c r i t i c a l  a r t i c l e s ,  d l  s s e r t a t i o n r  
and m a t e r i a l  i n  standard reference volumes are a l l  c i t e d  here, t h e  most 
i n t e r e s t i n g  e n t r i e s  a re  f o r  newspaper reviews o f  Glasgow's works. MacDonald 
and Inge quote f requen t l y  from t h e  reviews i n  t h e i r  annotat ions, conveying t h e  
f l a v o r  o f  t h e  c r i t i c a l  response. The volume i s  arranged chrono log ica l l y ,  w i t h  
an-author ,  t i t l e ,  and sub jec t  index. 

I f  a f u l l - l e n g t h  b ib l i og raphy  hera lds a w r i t e r ' s  acceptance i n t o  t h e  canon 
o f  l i t e r a r y  heroines, a concordance t o  her  works marks perhaps t h e  p innac le  o f  
s c h o l a r l y  a t t en t i on .  Richard M. Matovi ch 's  computer-generated guide, A 
Concordance t o  t h e  Co l lec ted  Poems o f  Syl v i  a Pl'ath, wi 1 1 be a boon t o  Those .. 
ana lyz ing  P l a t h ' s  p o e t i c  language. Dorothy Day (18'97-1980) was a w r i t e r  o f  a 
d i f f e r e n t  sor t ,  best  known as t h e  founder o f  t h e  Ca tho l i c  Worker movement and 
i t s  organ, The Ca tho l i c  Worker. Anne and A l i c e  Klejment have pu t  toge ther  a 
volume t h a t  combines a f i f t y - y e a r  index t o  The Ca tho l i c  Worker w i t h  l i s t i n g s  
o f  w r i t i n g s  by and about Day. T h e i r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  succ inc t l y  t r aces  Day's l i f e  
and work. 

Because o f  t h e  growing i n t e r e s t  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  women's studies, t h l s  
column s p o t l i g h t s  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  resources on women and gender i n  o ther  
count r ies ,  i n c l u d i n g  o l d e r  ma te r i a l s  t h a t  have j u s t  come t o  my a t ten t i on .  
Al though I ' v e  known o f  Karen T. Wei ' s  Women i n  China: A Selected and Annotated 
B i  b l i  o r a  h (Greenwood Press, 1984) s i nce  i t  f i  r s t  appeared, I only  r e c e n t l y  
examine another work publ ished i n  t h e  same year  -- Women i n  China: -++ 
Bibl iog raphy  o f  Ava i l ab le  Eng l i sh  Language Mater ia ls ,  by Luc ie  Cheng, 
C h a r l o t t e  Furth, and Hon-ming Yip. Emanating from t h e  I n s t i t u t e  of  East Asian 
Stud ies  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  i t  c i t e s  some 4,100 t i t l e s  -- four  
t imes  t h e  number i n  Wei -- issued through t h e  sumner o f  1981. The 



b ib1  iography i s  t h e  product o f  a  broad search o f  t h e  j ou rna l  l i t e r a t u r e  and 
s c h o l a r l y  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  i n  sin01 ogy and o the r  f i e l d s .  The authors d i v i d e  t h e  
e n t r i e s  i n t o  broad t o p i c a l  groupings -- educat ion; emancipation movements; 
h e a l t h  and popu la t ion ;  1  abor and product ion;  1  i te ra tu re ,  a r t ,  and f o l k l o r e ;  
mar r iage  and t h e  fami ly ;  p o l i t i c s  and t h e  law; psychology and r e l i g i o n ;  
science, technology, and t h e  m i l i t a r y ;  s p o r t  and fashion;  Western women i n  
China. These sect ions are  f u r t h e r  d iv ided.  The d e t a i l e d  t a b l e  o f  contents i s  
t h u s  t h e  key t o  f i n d i n g  e n t r i e s  by sub jec t ;  t h e r e  i s  a l so  an author  index. 
Fo r  comprehensive research, t h e  sheer scope o f  Cheng, Furth, and Y ip ' s  volume 
recommends i t over Wei's b ib l iography .  But Wei's annotat ions and he r  
s e l e c t i v i t y  (she  does not, f o r  example, cover  t r a n s l a t i o n  ser ies  from China's 
popu la r  press) a re  a  boon t o  students who don ' t  need e v e r y t h i n g  on women i n  
China. 

A s h o r t  b ib l i og raphy  from t h e  Un i ted  Nat ions s p o t l i g h t s  t h e  p l i g h t  of 
re fugee women. A  el ec-ted and Annotated ~i b l  iography on ~ e f u g e e -  W&en c u l l s  
c i t a t i o n s  from i n t e r n a t i o n a l  on1 i n e  databases, l i b r a r i e s ,  documentation 
centers ,  pub1 ishers ,  and organ iza t ions  f o r  refugee ass is tance i n  many 
coun t r i es .  Nonetheless, i t  l i s t s  on ly  139 t i t l e s ,  and none from e x p l i c i t l y  
f e m i n i s t  sources. Missing, f o r  example, a re  references t o  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  
f a l l  1981 issue o f  Connexions: An I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Women's Quar te r l y ,  which was 
devoted  t o  women refugees and emigrants. Nonetheless, t h e  b ib l i og raphy  i s  a  
good jumping-of f  p o i n t  f o r  research on t h i s  phenomenon, and p a r t i c u l a r l y  on 
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  Southeast Asian women i n  t h e  Un i ted  States. M a t e r i a l s  i n  
E n g l i s h  and o the r  Western languages appear w i t h  annotat ions, and a  sub jec t  
" index"  i d e n t i f i e s  t i t l e s  i n  t e n  areas: counsel ing, cu l t u re ,  demography, 
educat ion,  employment, fami ly ,  general , heal th,  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  and pro tec t ion .  
The compi 1  e r s  p rov ide  addresses f o r  pub l i  shers, a  very h e l p f u l  touch because 
many o f  t h e  sources are  e l u s i v e  age.ncy repor ts ,  proceedi ngs o f  symposia, 
church-generated background papers, and p r o j e c t  newslet ters .  

-- S.S. 

PERlODICl3L NOTES , 

NEUJ PERIODICALS 

Canadian Journal  o f  Women and t h e  Law/Revue j u r i d i q u e  "La femme e t  l e  d r o i t . "  
1985-. Semi annual. $20 ( s tuden t / l  ow-i ncome) ; $25 (NAWL member) ; $35 
( i  nd i  v.) ; $60 ( i ns t . )  ( ou ts ide  Canada add $5). S ing le  copy: $10 (student11 ow- 
income) ;312.50 (NAWL member) ; $17.50 ( ind iv . )  ; $30 ( ins t . ) .  323 Chapel St., 
Ottawa, On ta r i o  KIN 722. ( I ssue  examined: v.1, no.1, 1985) 

T h i s  new m u l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y ,  b i  1  i ngual j ou rna l  welcomes papers by l ega l  
workers, a c t i v i s t s ,  researchers, and academics. Inc luded i n  t h e  f i  r s t  i ssue 
a r e  a r t i c l e s ,  comments, and book reviews demonstrat i  ng " the  range, i n t e n s i t y ,  
va r i e t y ,  and h i  s t o r y  o f  women's equal i t y  claims i n  Canada" (p. v i  i i ), w r i t t e n  
by women working i n  h i  s to ry ,  soc io logy,  education, philosophy, and human 
r i g h t s ,  as w e l l  as law. A sampling o f  t h e  contents:  " 'To Open t h e  Way f o r  
Others o f  My Sex' : Clara B r e t t  M a r t i n ' s  Career as Canada's F i r s t  Woman Lawyer" 
(Constance B. Backhouse) ; "Femi n i  sm, Equal i t y  , and L i  bera t ion"  (Angel a  R. 
M i l e s ) ;  "Sexual Assaul t  and t h e  Feminist  Judge" ( C h r i s t i n e  Boyle);  "Focus on 
Black Women!" (Esmeralda T h o r n h i l l  ) ; "Compulsory Heterosexual i ty ,  Lesbians, 



and the  Law: The Case f o r  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  P ro tec t i on "  (Margaret Leopold and 
Wendy King).  

E q u i t y  i n  Career Opt ions & Educat ion Newsletter.  1986-. Community Col lege o f  
Rhode Is land,  P r o j e c t  ECOE. 400 East Ave., Warwick. R I  02886. ( I ssue  
examined: v .l, no,l, ~ c t o b e r  1986) 

E q u i t y  i n  Career Opt ions & Educat ion i s  "a cen ter  f o r  d isseminat ion o f  
i n f o r m a t i o n  on sex e q u i t y - r e l a t e d  issues t o  people i nvo l ved  i n  educat ion on 
a l l  levels . "  The four-page news le t t e r  c a r r i e s  news o f  serv ices,  conferences, 
p r o j e c t s ,  and resources r e l a t e d  t o  sex equi ty .  

A F r i end  Indeed: For Women i n  t h e  Prime o f  Life.... 1984-. Ed.: Janine 
7ItLeary Cobb. l01year.  $18. Back copy: $2.50. ISSN 0824-1961. P.O. Box 9, 
NDG S ta t i on ,  Montreal, Quebec H4A 3P4, Canada. ( Issue examined: v.3, no.5, 
October 1986) 

T h i s  twelve-page news le t te r ,  a lso  a v a i l a b l e  i n  a French e d i t i o n ,  aims " t o  
e x p l o r e  menopause as MYTHOLOGY, as BIOLOGY, as FEELINGS; t o  o f f e r  moral 
suppor t  t o  those who need it; t o  o f f e r  an exchange o f  i n fo rma t i on  from woman 
t o  woman; and t o  ga ther  t oge the r  i n  one p lace  re levan t  i n fo rma t i on  so t h a t  
women can make knowledgeable decisions." The October 1986 i s s u e  features a 
ten-page a r t i c l e  on t h e  hea r t  and r i s k s  o f  hear t  disease and a sec t i on  o f  

, I  e t t e r s  t i t l e d  "The Exchange." 

M a t r i x :  A Place o f  Our Own. 1986-. P.O. Box 771, Madison Square Stat ion,  New 
Y o r k . a m i  ned: no.1. Sorina 1986) 

M a t r i x  i s  a f und ra i s i ng  o rgan i za t i on  tha t -hopes ' to  buy l and  " t o  c rea te  an 
env i  ronment f o r  vacat ion, hea l th ,  education, c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  l i f e  and r i t e s  o f  
passage, c u l t u r e  and re t i r emen t  l i v i n g  f o r  lesbians." The four-page 
n e w s l e t t e r  c a r r i e s  news o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  and photos o f  members. 

The Newsmagazine: By A1 b e r t a  Women. 1986?--. Bimonthly. $12.50 (new 
subscr ibers ) :  $15 (renewals). 808. 10136 - 100 St.. Edmonton T5J OP1. Canada. 
(Tab le  of contents ' f o r  v.1,' no.8, ~ovemberl~ecember-1986, exami ned) 

- 
The Newsmagazi ne i s  a "glossy, 48-page -pub1 i c a t i  on cover ing news o f  

i n t e r e s t  t o  women, from a f e m i n i s t  perspective.*' , I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p r o v i n c i a l ,  
n a t i o n a l ,  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  news, t h e  magazine c a r r i e s  op in ion  pieces, 
reviews, features,  h e a l t h  in fo rmat ion ,  and a ca lendar  o f  events. 

PMZ Newsletter.  1985-. Pub l i sher :  Sadja Greenwood. "Somewhat" annual. 
S i n g l e  copies a v a i l a b l e  w i t h  a SASE. Volcano Press, 330 E l l i s  St., San 
Francisco, CA 94102. ( I ssue  exami ned: Fa1 1 1985) 

"PMZ" stands f o r  "Post-Meno~ausal Zest." a concept d e v e l o ~ e d  by Sadja 
Greenwood i n  her  book ~ e n o ~ a u s e ;  ~ a t u r a l  1 y: prepar ing Cor the' second ~ a i  f o f  
L i f e  (Volcano Press, 1984). PMZ N - e w s l e t t e r  serves as an update t o  t h a t  book. 
Four pages i n  length, t h e  Fa1 1 1985 i ssue  o f f e r s  i n fo rma t i on  on osteoporosis 
and on hysterectomy, ova r i an  removal, and androgen replacement. 

Prevent ing  Sexual Abuse. 1986-. Ed.: Mary Nelson. Quar te r l y .  $25. S i  ng le  
copy: $1. I S m  0886-6694. ETR Associates, P.O. Box 1830, Santa Cruz, CA 
95061-1830. ( Issues  examined: v.1, no.2, Summer 1986; v.1, no.3, F a l l  1986) 

Each sixteen-page i ssue  o f  t h i s  new p u b l i c a t i o n  presents i n fo rma t i on  on 
. research and programs on sexual abuse prevent ion,  a p r o f i l e  o f  someone working 

i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  reviews, l e t t e r s ,  resource l i s t s ,  and a calendar o f  meetings and 
conferences h e l d  nationwide. 



Women's Review. 1985-. Eds. : Helen Carr, N i c c i  Gerrard, Deborah P h i l  ips. 
Monthly. $36 (USA). ISSN 0267-5080. U n i t  1, 2nd Floor,  1-4 C h r i s t i n a  St.,  
London EC2A 4PA, England. ( I ssue  exami ned: no.10, August 1986) 

A t t r a c t i v e l y  produced, t h i s  f i f t y - p a g e  monthly had i t s  o r i g i n s  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  Femin is t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Book fa i r  i n  London i n  1984. Publ ished by a 
cooperat ive,  i t s  statement o f  purpose expresses oppos i t ion  " t o  a1 1 oppression, 
whether on grounds o f  race, gender, c lass, age, s e x u a l i t y  o r  d i s a b i l i t y  ." The 
t e n t h  i ssue  fea tures  a r t i c l e s  on de tec t i ve  w r i t e r  P. D. James, e a r l y  B r i t i s h  
women novel i sts,  Maori women painters,  and femi n i s t  poet Sonia Sanchez; an 
i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  f e m i n i s t  TV d i  r e c t o r  Gina Newson; s h o r t  f i c t i o n ;  book, theater ,  
f i l m ,  and music reviews; and l e t t e r s .  

Women's Voice o f  Columbus. 1986-. Ed.: Marian Gagnon. 
S i n g l e  copy: $1  . 50 . 83 Oak St..  Columbus. OH 43215. 
~ e c & n b e r  1986) 

Advertisement-laden. t h i s  f o r t v - ~ a s e  n e w s ~ r i  n t  ~ u b l  

Monthly. $12. 
( Issue exami ned : 

i c a t i o n  seems t o  be 
t a r g e t i n g  t h e  Ohio working woman. - " A  h s y  ~ h a n ' s  ~ e s t  Hol iday Ever" counsels 
t h e  busy woman on how t o  mob i l i ze  f am i l y  members t o  h e l p  achieve a s a t i s f y i n g  
h o l i d a y  season. Another p iece  g ives advice on w i n t e r  car  readiness. S t i l l  
o t h e r s  look a t  t h e  s ta tus  o f  women lawyers, gene t i c  engineering, and t h e  

~ m a l e l f e m a l e  earn ing  d i f f e r e n t i a l .  

Zony: A Feminis t  Journal f o r  Women and Men. 1986-. Ed.: Richard Waring. 
Annual. $5.50 ( indiv.1: $7.75 ( inst . ) .  rSSN 0882-1658. P.O. Box 803. 
Brook1 i ne ~i 1 lage, MA 02147. ( i ssue  exami ned: v.1, Winter  1986) 

2on.e' (pronounced z5'nz) was founded t o  p rov ide  an o u t l e t  f o r  women and men - 
w r i t e r s ,  a p lace  where w r i t i n g  by femin is ts ,  lesbians, gays, and people o f  
c o l o r  coul d be brought together.  The 124-page, t a s t e f u l l y  produced annual 
pub l i shes  poetry ,  f i c t i o n ,  essays, and artwork. Con t r i bu to rs  i nc lude  Pamela 
Uschuk, Carolyn Berry, J u d i t h  Barr ington,  -Lynne Conroy, Claudia Buckholts, 
Laura Glenn, and Martha Rodgers. 

SPECIAL ISSUES OF PERIODICALS \ 

Educat ional  Theory v.35, n0.4, Fa1 1 1985: "Symposium: Should Pub l i c  Educat ion 
Be Gender-Free?" ( spec ia l  sec t ion) .  Ed.: Ralph C. Page. $12. S ing le  copy: 
$5.50. Educat ion Bu i ld ing ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s ,  1310 S. S i x t h  St., 
Champaign, I L  61820. ( Issue examined) 

Specia l  sect i o n  fea tures  t h r e e  a r t i c l e s :  "Genderized Education: T r a d i t i o n  
Reconsidered" (Maryann Ayim); "Freeing t h e  Chi ldren: The A b o l i t i o n  o f  Gender" 
(Kathryn  Pauly Morgan) ; and "Gender Freedom and t h e  S u b t l e t i e s  o f  Sex i s t  
Educat ion" (Barbara Houston). 

F i  reweed: A Feminis t  Q u a r t e r l y  no.22, Win ter  1986: "Nat ive Women." Guest 
eds.: I v y  Chaske, Connie F i fe .  $12 ( ind iv . ) ;  $18 ( ins t . )  (ou ts ide  Canada add 
$3). S ing le  copy: $3.75. P.O. Box 279, S t a t i o n  B, Toronto, Canada M5T 2W2. 
( Issue exami ned) 

The e d i t o r s  b r i n g  toge the r  poetry ,  sho r t  f i c t i o n ,  and personal n a r r a t i v e  
by U.S. and Canadian n a t i v e  women represent ing  over  twenty nat ions. Among t h e  
c o n t r i b u t o r s  a re  W i  nona LaDuke, Beth Brant, Chrystos, F l y i n g  Clouds, Mary 
Moran, and L inda Hogan. 



Hecate: An I n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  Journal of Women's L i b e r a t i o n  v.12, no.1/2, 1986: 
 l lack Women. Racism, M u l t i c u l t u r a l i s m ,  Black Oppression and Resistance." 
Ed.: Carole Fe r r i e r .  - $8 ( ind iv . )  ; $4 (s tudents.  and pensioners) ; $15 ( inst.) .  
S i n g l e  copy: A$6. ISSN 0311-4198. P.O. Box 99, St. Lucia, Brisbane, 
Queens1 and 4067, Aus t ra l i a .  ( I ssue examined) 

P a r t i a l  contents:  " 'Pure and Clean and True t o  C h r i s t '  : Black Women and 
White Miss ionar ies  i n  t h e  North" (Tony Scanlon) ; " 'Don' t  Ask f o r  t h e  True 
S t o r y '  : A Memoir o f  Bessie Head" (Susan Gardner) ; "Women i n  t h e  Theatre i n  
Aotearoa" (Helen White); "Black Wanen Poets Speak" ( T e r r i  Jewel1 ). 

Labor  Studies Journal v.10, no.3, Winter  1986: "Turning t h e  Tide: Women, 
'Unions, and Labor Education." Guest ed.: Ruth Needleman. $15 ( ind iv . )  ; $25 
( i  nst.). S ing le  copies ($10 min. o rder ) :  $8 ( ind iv . ) ;  $10 ( inst . ) .  (Checks 
payable t o  Transac t ion  P e r i o d i c a l s  Consortium) Transact ion P e r i o d i c a l s  
Consortium, Dept. 8010, Rutgers Un ive rs i t y ,  New Brunswick, NJ 08903. ( Issue 
exami ned) 

P a r t i a l  contents:  "Developing an Agenda: Expanding t h e  Role o f  Women i n  
Unions" (Naomi Baden) ; "Unions i n  Europe: Inc reas ing  Wanen's P a r t i c i p a t i o n "  
(Rober ta T i l l - R e t z ) ;  "The Surv iva l  o f  A f f i n n a t i v e  Ac t ion  i n  t h e  1980s" (Sharon 
Simon) ; "S t ra teg ies  i n  Hazard P ro tec t i on :  C a l i f o r n i a  Experiences" (Marianne 
Parker  Brown, L inda Delp, and Janet  Schneider). 

1 

Legacy: A Journal o f  Ni neteenth-Century American Wanen Wr i t e rs  v.3, no.1, 
S ~ r i n ~  1986: "Emilv Dickinson: A Centenary Issue." Eds.: Martha Ackmann. 
~ a r e n - ~ a n d u r a n d ,  ~ o a n n e  Dobson. $15 (ind7v.); $12 (graduate s tudent) ;  $ i 8  
( ins t . ) .  S ing le  copy: $9. ISSN 0748-4321. Dept. o f  Engl ish, B a r t l e t t  Ha l l ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Massachusetts, Amherst, MA 01003. ( I ssue  examined) 

Th i s  spec ia l  i ssue fea tu res  a r t i c l e s  on Emily Dick inson by Suzanne Juhasz, 
Gert rude R e i f  Hughes, Cr is tanne M i l l e r ,  and Joanne Oobson, p l u s  reviews o f  a 
number o f  recent  s tud ies  o f  t h e  poet. 

M i g r a t i o n  World Magazine v.14, no.1/2, 1986: "The S p i r i t  o f  Na i rob i  and t h e  
U.N. Decade f o r  Women." S i n g l e  copy: '$9.50 p l u s  $3 postage and handl ing. 
Center  f o r  M ig ra t i on  Studies, 209 Flagg Place, Staten Is land,  NY 10304-1148. 
(Tab1 e o f  contents exami ned) . 

T h i s  i ssue focuses on presenta t ions  made a t  a spec ia l  panel h e l d  i n  
Na i rob i  a t  t h e  1985 NGO Forum: "Prelude t o  a Century: The Organizing o f  
M igran t  Women by Migrant  Women." P a r t i a l  contents:  "More Myths of  M igra t ion" ;  
"Domestic Workers i n  South A f r i ca " ;  "Domestic Workers i n  Peru"; " S r i  Lanka 
House Maids and Free Trade Zone Workers"; "Immigrant Wanen i n  France"; 
"Ar izona Farmworkers"; "As ian Women Against  Sexual s lavery" ;  "Chinese Garment 
Workers i n  New York City." 

Reader: Essays i n  Reader-Oriented Theory, C r i t i c i s m ,  and Pedagogy no.13, 
Spr ing  1985: "Gender and Reading." Ed.: E l i zabe th  A. Flynn. $5. S ing le  
copy: i nqu i re .  I S S N  0742-9681. Dept. o f  Humanities, Michigan Technological  
u n i v e r s i t y ,  Houghton, M I  49931. ( I ssue  examined) 

Contents: "Add Gender and S t i r "  ( P a t r o c i n i o  P. Schweickart) ;  "Gender, 
Reading and M i  sreadi ng" (Madonne M. M i  ner)  ; "Re-Wri t i n g  t h e  Moral Essay: E l i  za 
Haywood's Female Spectator" (Kathryn Shevelow); "Gender Bias i n  t h e  Concept of 
Audience" ( E l i  sabeth DXumer) ; "Selected B ib l iography  ." 



Red Bass no.10, 1986: "Women's I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A r t s  Issue." Guest ed.: Eugenie 
N a b l e . 5 6  ( i nd i v . ) ;  $10 ( i ns t . ) .  S ing le  copy: $1.25. P.O. Box 10258, 
Tal  lahassee, FL 32302. ( Issue exami ned) 

P a r t i a l  contents: "Disinformation>arfare: A Breaking o f  Codes i n  P a i n t i n g  
and Video" (Earg ia  Kramer); "The Vicuna and t h e  Leopard: Chi lean A r t i s t  
C e c i l i a  Vicuna Talks t o  Lucy R. L ippard";  "Yosano Akiko: Poet, Essayist ,  
Femin is t  1878-1942" (Laure l  Rodd); " I r o n y  & Cont rad ic t ions :  An In te rv iew  With 
F i lmnaker  C h r i s t i n e  Choy" (Eugenie Nable); " L i z z i e  B ~ r d e n :  Two Fi lms" (L ida  
Reagan) ; "The Naming o f  L ives :  F i lms o f  Marie-Genevieve Ripeau" (K. Hassal l  ). 

Rendezvous v.21, no.2, Spr ing 1986: "Women i n  Times o f  C r i s i s . "  Guest eds.: 
E leonore Cervantes and Janne Goldbeck. $3. S ing le  copy: $1.50. P.O. Box 
8087, Idaho S t a t e  Un ive rs i t y ,  Pocatel  l o ,  I D  83209-0009. ( I ssue  examined) 

P a r t i a l  contents:  " A  Community o f  Women: Su rv i v i ng  Marr iage i n  t h e  
W i  1 derness" ( V i c t o r i a  Aarons) ; "Spanish Women and t h e  Spanish C i v i  1 War: Thei r 
Voices and Test imonies" ( S h i r l e y  Mangi n i  Gonzales) ; "New Wr i t e rs  i n  New Times: 
Spanish Women Nar ra to rs  o f  t h e  Post-Franco Decade" (Cather ine  G. Be1 l v e r )  ; "A 
Woman's View o f  t h e  Hol ocaust: The Poet ry  of Nel l y  Sachs" (E l  eonore 
Cervantes) . 
Soci 01 og i ca l  I nqu i  r y  v.56, no.1, Winter  1986: "Gender Roles and Women's 
Issues." Ed.: James K. Skipper, Jr. $15 ( i nd i v . ) ;  $26 ( ins t . ) .  S ing le  copy: 

' i nqui  re. U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Texas Press, Journa ls  Dept., Box 7819, Aust in ,  TX 
78713. ( I s s u e  exami ned) 

P a r t i a l  contents:  "Knowledge and Women's Issues: Issues o f  Epistemology 
and Methodology i n  Feminis t  Soc io log ica l  Research" ( J u d i t h  A. Cook and Mary 
Margaret Fonow) ; "Soci a1 Theory and Femi n i  s t  Theory: The Need f o r  D i  a1 ogue" 
(Sondra Fargani s) ; "The 1950s: Gender and Some Soci a1 Science" (Wi n i  B re i  nes) ; 
"Female C l e r i c a l  Workers i n  Academic Set t ings :  An Empir ica l  Test  o f  t h e  Gender 
Model" (Joy B. Reeves and Ray D a r v i l  l e ) ;  "Nurses and t h e  New Class: A 
Comparative Study o f  Values and A t t i t u d e s  Among Pro fess iona l  and Semi - 
Pro fess iona l  Occupations" (Sara Wuthnow) . - 
Urban Resources v.3, no.2, Winter  1986: "Wpmen i n  t h e  City." S ing le  copy: 
$10. D i v i s i o n  o f  Cont inu ing Education, Un i ve rq i t y  o f  C inc inna t i ,  Ma i l  
Loca t i on  175, C i n c i n n a t i  , OH 45221-0175. ( I n fo rmd t i on  from Women and 
Environments v.8, n0.3, F a l l  1986, p.25) 

Papers publ ished i n  "Women i n  t h e  City" were o r i g i n a l l y  presented a t  a 
conference o f  t h e  same t i t l e .  The a r t i c l e s  examine i h e  ways' i n  which gender 
r o l e s  a r e  embedded i n  urban design. Topics i nc lude  housing and zoning p o l i c y ,  
t h e  p l i g h t  o f  low- i  ncome s i n g l e  parents, n o n t r a d i t i o n a l  jobs i n  t h e  munic ipal  
sector ,  and organ iz ing  f o r  c h i l d c a r e  i n  New Orleans. The i ssue  a l s o  features 
book reviews, a b ib l iography ,  and " l o c a l  i n t e r e s t  i n s e r t s "  o f f e r i n g  a r t i c l e s  
r e l e v a n t  t o  p a r t i c u l a r  locales.  Local e d i t i o n s  cos t  $10; master e d i t i o n s  w i t h  
a1 1 e leven l o c a l  i n s e r t s  c o s t  $15. 

Woman of Power no.4, Fa1 1 1986: "Women o f  Color:  A Ce lebra t ion  o f  Power." 
Guest ed.: Asoka Bandarage. $22 ( i nd i v . ) ;  $24 ( ins t . ) .  S ing le  copy: $5. 
ISSN 0743-2356. P.O. Box 827, Cambridge, MA 02238. ( Issue examined) 

Woman o f  Power cont inues t o  be b e a u t i f u l l y  produced and i s  f u l l  of 
photographs and artwork. P a r t i a l  contents o f  t h e  n i  nety-eight-page speci a1 
i s s u e  on "Women o f  Color":  "Misrepresentat ions o f  t h e  ?ark i n  Goddess Lore" 
( P a t  Camarena); " I n t e r v i e w  o f  Roberta Blackgoat, a Dine E lder "  (Wi nona 
LaDuke) ; "Reco l lec t ions  o f  a Muslim Woman" (Sar taz Aziz)  ; "Women Organiz ing 



Against t h e  P i  nochet D ic ta to rsh ip "  (Mar jo r i e  Agosin) ; "Notes From Pr ison:  
Re f lec t i ons  on Surv ival  " (Tera Evans, e t  a1 .) . 

ITEmS O F  NOTE 
SALT OF THE EARTH has the  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  being t h e  "only fea tu re  f i l m  
b l a c k l i s t e d  dur ing  t h e  McCarthy era," according t o  Aleen S te in  o f  Voyager 
Press. The s to ry  of how Chicanas mobi l ized t o  support t h e i r  husbands' s t r i k e  
a t  a z i n c  mine i n  New Mexico dur ing  t h e  1950s. the  f i l m  was boycotted by 
thea te rs  a l l  over t h i s  country. It got s i g n i f i c a n t  exposure i n  Europe, 
however, and was widely shown by U.S. women's groups dur ing t h e  1970s. This 
c l a s s i c  f i l m  i s  now ava i l ab le  i n  h igh-qua l i ty  VHS o r  Beta video formats f o r  
$59.95 p lus  $2.00 shipping. Wr i te  Voyager Press, 2139 Manning Ave., Los 
Angeles, CA 90025, o r  c a l l  800-443-2001. 

NOTABLE WOMEN o f f e r s  a se lec t i on  o f  records and tapes by Canadian women. 
Wr i te  Notable Women, Box 3294 Stn. P, Thunder Bay, Ontar io P7B 558 f o r  a f r e e  
cata log.  

WOMEN'S STUDIES IN THE UNITED STATES by Catharine Stimpson and Nina Kressner 
Cobb describes t h e  "evo lu t i on  o f  women's studies as an academic d i  sc i  p l  i ne." 
The Ford Foundation document repor ts  t h a t  although women's studies continues 
t o  gain ground as a respectable d i s c i p l i n e ,  funding f o r  women's studies 
programs has been cut  severely over t h e  l a s t  f i v e  years. Most courses are 
s t i l l  taught  by facu l ty  who e i t h e r  have j o i n t  appointments o r  a re  based i n  
o t h e r  d i s c i p l i n e s ,  and many i n s t i t u t i o n s  are having d i f f i c u l t y  support ing 
women's s tud ies  programs on t h e i r  own. For  a copy o f  t h e  report ,  send $3.50 
p l u s  $1.00 f o r  handl ing t o  Ford Foundation, P.O. Box 559, Naugatuck, CT 06770. 

The Business and Professional Women's Foundation ser ies  WOMEN ON THE MOVE: 
CREATING JOB SATISFACTION summarizes th ree  doctora l  d i sse r ta t i ons  on women's 
work t h a t  were funded by t h e  BPW Foundation; Accordi nq t o  Foundation 
pres ident  Anne steinbeck, t h e  research on f l  ight\  ahtenaants, nurses, and 
c l e r i c a l  workers challenges the  stereotypes about women i n  these occupations. 
" I n  a1 1 these femal e-domi nated occupations, women have seized the  oppor tun i ty  
t o  change t h e i r  image and t h e i r  work," says Steinbeck. Copies o f  t h e  research 
summari es "Career Development of F l i g h t  Attendants" by Roberta Lessor and 
"Nurse Contro l  of Nursing" by Bet ty  Dix Robinson are  ava i l ab le  f o r  $1.50 each. 
"The P o l i t i c s  o f  C l e r i c a l  Work" by Anne Machung, Roberta Goldberg, and Cynthia 
Costel l o  costs $2.50. Order from the  BPW Supply Service, 11722 Parklawn Dr., 
Rockv i l l e ,  MD 20852. S ing le  press and examination copies should be ordered 
from t h e  BPW Foundation, 2012 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 20036. 

The proceedings o f  t h e  Second National Conference on Women and t h e  Arts, h e l d  
i n  Madison June 3-6, 1985, a re  t o  be found i n  THE GREEN STUBBORN BUD: WOMEN'S 
CULTURE AT CENTURY'S CLOSE, ed i ted  by Kathryn F. Clarenbach and Edward L. 
Kamarck. With a specia l  i n t r o d u c t i o n  by Be t t y  Friedan, the  book w i l l  i nc lude 
E l i z a b e t h  Durbi n o s  e n t i  r e  comprehensive research paper on mnen and t h e  a r t s ,  
p l u s  each paper given a t  t he  conference and ed i ted  records o f  a l l  discussion 

- groups. The i n v i t a t i o n a l  conference was attended by representat ives of many 
a r t  forms, as we l l  as c r i t i c s  and scholars. Scarecrow Press w i l l  pub l ish  t h e  
book e a r l y  i n  1987. 



I n  response t o  i nc reas ing  i n t e r e s t  i n  Nat iona l  Women's H i s t o r y  Week 
ce leb ra t i ons ,  t h e  new NATIONAL WOMEN'S HISTORY PROJECT CATALOG conta ins an 
expanded s e l e c t i o n  of i tems geared t o  a 1987 Women's H i s t o r y  Month. Ma te r i a l s  - 
range from elementary and secondary cu r r i cu lum resources t o  books f o r  younger 
and o l d e r  readers t o  f i lms ,  records, calendars, and games. Items are  se lec ted  
f o r  t h e  ca ta log  o n l y  i f  they are  " i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  read, h i s t o r i c a l l y  accurate, 
have a m u l t i - c u l t u r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  and a r e  a good buy f o r  t h e  money." Send 
$1.00 f o r  a s i n g l e  ca ta log  (ask about bu lk  ra tes )  t o  Nat ional  Women's H i s t o r y  
P r o j e c t ,  P.O. Box 3716, Santa Rosa, CA 95402. 

BOOK REVIEWS 

UlHEN IS A LRDY NOT A LADY? 

Sophie Watson and Helen Austerberry , Housi 

1 

One occas iona l l y  has t h e  p leasure o f  rev iewing a book t h a t  one would have 
been pleased t o  w r i t e .  Housing and Homelessness by Sophie Watson and Helen 
Aus terber ry  examines t h e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f i c u l t  p o s i t i o n  o f  homeless women 
w i t h o u t  t h e  sent imental  "save t h e  f a l l e n  woman" o r  t h e  judgmental ' ' i t ' s  t h e i r  
own f a u l t "  perspec t ives  o f t e n  found i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on t h i s  top ic .  
C r i t i c a l l y  examining t h e  assumptions unde r l y i ng  soc ia l  and acaderni c views o f  
ve ry  poor and d e s t i t u t e  women, they s t a t e  a t  t h e  outset :  

[Hlomelessness must be analysed i n  t h e  context  o f  t h e  
s p e c i f i c  soc i  a1 and econmi  c condit ions.. . . [Plercept ions  
and d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  homelessness 'have important  imp1 i ca t i ons  
f o r  expl anat ions o f  homelessness and - fo r  t h e  na tu re  o f  
p r o v i s i o n  and po l  i c y  towards t h e  de f ined  homeless populat ion,  
as we1 1 as toward those no t  so defined. (p.6) 

Homelessness i s  a V i c t o r i a n  term coined i n  t h e  l a s t  century t o  obscure t h e  
desperate p l i g h t  o f  t h e  very poor i n  V i c t o r i a n  B r i t a i n .  It i s  thus f i t t i n g  
t h a t  t h i s  f i r s t  book-length study o f  homeless women i n  t h e  cu r ren t  pe r i od  
shou ld  o r i g i n a t e  from B r i t a i n .  Although grounded i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  experience, 
t h e  book prov ides a s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  a more general f e m i n i s t  ana lys is  o f  
homelessness and women. Watson and Austerberry  base t h e i r  work on a l a r g e  
number o f  i n te rv iews  w i t h  women who use hos te l s  and advice agencies, along 
w i t h  an extensive c r i t i c a l  examinat ion o f  past  and cu r ren t  l i t e r a t u r e .  One o f  
t h e  few disappointments o f  t h e  book i s  t h e  authors'  exc lus ion  o f  women who do 
n o t  use s h e l t e r s  a t  a l l  ( i  .e., women who l i v e  c o n t i n u a l l y  on t h e  s t ree ts ) .  
These women have much t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  ana lys is  because they are  even more 
"deviant ' '  i n  l i f e s t y l e ,  y e t  they a l so  have s t rong i f  ambivalent r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
t o  t h e  housing market. 

Women a re  o f t e n  i n v i s i b l e  t o  researchers on homelessness p a r t l y  because 
t h e y  gene ra l l y  c o n s t i t u t e  on ly  t e n  t o  twenty percent o f  t h e  homeless 
popu la t ion .  A more i n t e r e s t i n g  source o f  neglect  by researchers, however, i s  



t h e  c u l t u r a l  view t h a t  women a r e  not supposed t o  be " d e r i l i c t s , "  "vagrants," 
'Ihobos," o r  ''bums." Indeed, t h e  very concept o f  home i s  de f ined  f o r  many 
people by t h e  care taker  presence o f  a  woman (wi fe ,  mother, o r  daughter). 
Women who become homeless thus d i  r e c t l y  c o n t r a d i c t  soc ia l  expectat ions o f  what 
c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  proper  r o l e  o f  women and t h e  proper  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  women t o  
housing. It i s  p r e c i s e l y  f o r  these reasons t h a t  t h e  study o f  homeless women 
i s  f r u i t f u l  not  on l y  f o r  what i t uncovers about t h e  s o c i a l  phenomenon i t s e l f  
b u t  a l s o  f o r  what i t  revea ls  about t h e  opera t ion  o f  p a t r i a r c h a l  soc ie ty  as a  
whole. 

Watson and Austerberry  p o s i t  t h a t  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  .the housing market 
and government i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t h a t  market bo th  r e f l e c t  t h e  p a t r i a r c h a l  
system. I f  p a t r i a r c h a l  monogomy captures t h e  economic, phys ica l ,  and 
emot ional  se rv i ces  o f  t h e  dependent wife, then  t h e  locus  o f  t h a t  c a p t i v i t y  i s  
t h e  home. Home i s  where t h e  bu lk  o f  t h e  dependent w i f e ' s  f r e e  domestic labor ,  
c h i l d  care, and o t h e r  serv ices  are generated and del ivered.  

I n t r i n s i c  t o  t h i s  system i s  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  pr ivacy.  Whereas communal 
domest ic arrangements p o t e n t i a l l y  undermine t h e  p a t r i a r c h a l  power balance, 
p r i v a c y  p r o t e c t s  and r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  men over i n d i  v idua l  
women. For  example, w h i l e  domestic work i t s e l f  may consume on l y  t h i r t y  t o  
, f o r t y  hours pe r  week, ch i1  dren requi  r e  constant  a t t en t i on .  Thus, mothers w i t h  

young c h i l d r e n  i n  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  housing u n i t s  a r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  locked i n t o  a  
p a t r i a r c h a l  soc ia l  s t r u c t u r e  by t h e  h  s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  d w e l l i n g  u n i t .  
I t, i s  t h e  p r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  domestic exc ange t h a t  unde r l i es  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
o f  the '  s i  ngle-fami l y  housing market. 

eY-7; 

The l i nkage  o f  t h e  p a t r i a r c h a l  s o c i a l  system and t h e  s ing le - fam i l y  housing 
market, v i a  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  privacy,. i s  an important  one i n  examining p o l i c i e s  
toward the poor. Since t h e  poor a re  metaphor ica l ly ,  and sometimes l i t e r a l l y ,  
beggars, s o c i e t y  can e f f e c t i v e l y  impose whatever behavi o r a l  r u l e s  o r  housing 
s t r u c t u r e  i t  des i res  through i t s  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  agencies. These agencies 
s e l e c t  and rank Ulose who are e l i g i b l e  f o r  aid,  incorpora t ing ,  as they do so, 
p a t r i a r c h a l  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  "deserving" and -"undeservi ng" womanhood. 

\ 

I n  t h e  Un i ted  Kingdom, t h e  Homeless Persons Act seeks t o  c o d i f y  s e l e c t i o n  
and rank ing  p r i n c i p l e s  f o r  housing a u t h o r i t i e s  ass igning "counc i l  housing" 
( i  .e., l o c a l  p u b l i c  housing). Watson and Austerberry,  m e r c i f u l l y ,  do not  
d i scuss  t h e  Act i n  d e t a i l  ( t h e  l e g a l  case summary now runs t o  some seven 
hundred pages), y e t  t h e i r  ana l ys i s  cogent ly  b r ings  ou t  severa l  o f  t h e  
c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  toward homeless women. 

Women w i thou t  c h i l d r e n  have always had problems i n  secur ing housing, 
e i t h e r  because o f  d i sc r im ina t i on ,  l ack  o f  funds, o r  l ack  o f  appropr ia te  
housing u n i t s .  Modern s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  o rgan iza t ions  have t h e i r  r o o t s  i n  t h e  
V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d  when t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  soc ia l  view o f  s i n g l e  women was one o f  
" v i r t u e "  o r  "vice." Poor s i n g l e  women were t o  be rescued i f  v i r t u o u s  o r  
condemned i f  "vessels o f  vice." Those regarded as v i r t u o u s  were t r a i n e d  i n  
domest ic a r t s  o r  i n  those l a b o r  f o r c e  s k i l l s  t h a t  were seen as appropr ia te  f o r  
women. However, t h e  genera l l y  low wages pa id  t o  women o f t e n  prevented s i n g l e  
women from secur ing decent housing. The next stage then was t h e  cons t ruc t i on  
o f  1  odgi ngs f o r  "decent young women ," usual l y  by benevolent organizat ions;  
t hese  housing p r o j e c t s  o f t e n  imposed s t r i c t  r u l e s  on t h e i  r female populat ions. 



Watson and Austerberry  note t h a t  s i n g l e  women are  e f f e c t i v e l y  margi na l  i zed 
because they  a r e  not  "doing" anyth ing i n  t h e i r  housing. They a re  not tend ing  
c h i  1 dren, o r  a spouse, o r  parents -- they  a re  not  producing any good except 
f o r  themselves. Thus, we can view t h e  l ack  o f  a i d  f o r  poor s i n g l e  women as 
evidence o f  t h e  soc ia l  view o f  these women as "redundant." 

Ranking above s i n g l e  women a re  women w i t h  ch i ld ren .  Most government 
bodies g ran t  women w i t h  c h i l d r e n  t h e  h ighes t  p r i o r i t y  f o r  housing. But t h e  
p r i o r i t y  i s  at tached t o  housing t h e  ch i ld ren ,  not  t h e  women. For example, 
when t h e  w a i t i n g  p e r i o d  f o r  p u b l i c  h m n  Washington, D.C., reached 
twenty-two years, one argument used i n  t h e  dec i s i on  t o  c lose  t h e  w a i t i n g  l i s t  
was t h a t  women w i t h  newborns would l o s e  t h e i r  e l i g i b i l i t y  be fore  they reached 
t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  l i s t  because t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  would "age out"  (i.e., reach 
e igh teen  years).  Once t h e  c h i l d r e n  are  gone, women's r i g h t  t o  p u b l i c  housing 
i s  c a l l e d  i n t o  question. Watson and Austerberry  descr ibe as a case i n  p o i n t  
t h e  predicament o f  a woman whose marr iage ended a f t e r  her  c h i l d r e n  were grown. 
Her  husband moved " h i s  new woman and he r  kids1' i n t o  t h e i r  dwel l ing.  Yet when 
t h e  f i r s t  w i f e  l e f t  and presented h e r s e l f  f o r  p u b l i c  housing considerat ion,  
she was t o l d  she was not e l i g i b l e  because she s t i l l  had "tenancy" (p.115). 
Many women are  thus  fo rced t o  take  on shared l i v i n g  arrangements o r  o the r  
undes i rab le  s i t u a t i o n s  because they a r e  no t  e l i g i b l e  f o r  low-income housing. 

A The many t r o u b l i n g  examples c i t e d  by Watson and Austerberry  r a i s e  
d i f f i c u l t  quest ions about t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  f a m i l i e s  f o r  t h e i r  members. 
What i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  t o  p rov ide  f o r  f a m i l i a l  fragments 
such as a widowed o r  d ivorced parent,  o r  a never-married s i s t e r  -- women who 
may have few j o b  s k i l l s  (perhaps because o f  low l a b o r  f o r c e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ) ,  
who may be o l d e r  and fac ing  age d i sc r im ina t i on?  I s  i t  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  
f a t h e r s  t o  p rov ide  f o r  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  they p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  forming? Th is  l a s t  
ques t i on  i s  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i s t u r b i n g  one because women who make unwise 
economic and soc ia l  choices are  fo rced t o  bear t h e  f u l l  consequences. Thus, a 
poor  woman who has ch i  1 dren and i s  deserted by a spouse may, on t h e  one hand, 
be viewed as undeserving o f  p u b l i c  a id  because she should have known b e t t e r  
o r ,  on t h e  other 'hand, as deserving, s i nce - the  s t a t e  has an i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
w e l f a r e  o f  her  ch i ld ren .  \ 

To a l a r g e  extent ,  governments have assumed t h e  p lace  o f  t h e  absent parent  
and have prov ided housing and support  t o  women w h i l e  t h e f  r c h i l d r e n  are  
minors. However, as t h e  cos t  o f  such maintenance increases, ways t o  l i m i t  
b e n e f i t s  a re  sought. I n  Wisconsin, t h e  Abor t ion  Prevent ion and Family 
Respons ib i l  i t y  Act o f  1985 ( t h e  "Grandparents Bi 11 " )  p laces f i n a n c i  a1 
respons ib i  1 i t y  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  m i  nor  c h i l d r e n  on t h e  i n f a n t s '  
grandparents. I n  e f f e c t ,  t h e  s t a t e  fo rces  grandparents t o  house young people 
who would o th&wise  be e l i g i b l e  f o r  p u b l i c  housing. Far  f r a n  a novel 
s t r a t e g y ,  t h e  b i l l  i s  very s i m i l a r  t o  one passed i n  t h e  1870s. which i n  t u r n  
echoed t h e  medieval p a r i s h  laws. 

Other  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  l i m i t  p u b l i c  1 i a b i  1 i t y  are  work programs f o r  
r e c i p i e n t s  o f  AFDC ( A i d  t o  Fami l ies  w i t h  Dependent Ch i ld ren) ,  i n c l u s i o n  o f  
asse ts  such as cars i n  detenni n ing  e l  i g i  b i  1 i t y ,  and more s t r i n g e n t  residency 
ru les .  The cu r ren t  sharp r i s e  i n  t h e  number o f  homeless women w i t h  c h i l d r e n  
i s  a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  withdrawal o f  t h e  federa l  government from t h e  funding 
o f  p u b l i c  housing. That withdrawal e s s e n t i a l l y  has removed t h e  emergency 
s h e l t e r  system f o r  women w i t h  ch i ld ren .  It i s  an i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  magnitude 



o f  t h e  housing c r i s i s  when women who would have been q u i c k l y  housed i n  t h e  
pas t  a re  now sub jec t  t o  t h e  t ype  of exc lus ionary  p rac t i ces  former ly  reserved 
f o r  s i n g l e  women. 

Watson and Austerberry  do no t  o f f e r  neat so lu t i ons  t o  t h e  housing of very 
poo r  women. To unravel t h e  complex func t i on ing  o f  urban housing markets as i t 
impacts on t h e  homeless popu la t i on  i s  a long-term task. But they.have ensured 
t h a t  t h e  d iscuss ion  w i l l  i nc lude  women. One hopes t h a t  t h e i r  book-1 a l so  
p r o v i d e  t h e  impetus f o r  a deeper ana l ys i s  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between c u l t u r a l  
assumptions regard ing t h e  r o l e  o f  housing and t h e  fo rmat ion  of housi ng pol  i cy .  

-- C la re  S tap le ton  Concord 

[C la re  S tap le ton  Concord's academic t r a i n i n g  i s  i n  demography and s t a t i s t i c s ;  
h e r  research i s  on urban housing markets, p a r t i c u l a r l y  housing o f  women, t h e  
aged, and t h e  d e s t i t u t e .  She c u r r e n t l y  works f o r  UW System Admin i s t ra t i on  as 
a p o l i c y  analyst.] 

R WOlnEN'S COmPUTER LITERRCY COURSE 

Deborah L. Brecher, The Women's Computer L i t e r a c y  Handbook. New York: New 
American L ib ra ry ,  1985. 254p. index. $9 95 , ISBN 0 -452-25565-1. LC 85- 
7087. 

Women who en joy  l e a r n i n g  from a teacher  who seeks t o  demyst i fy  and 
p o l i t i c i z e  w i thou t  ove rs imp l i f y i ng  w i l l  apprec ia te  Deborah L. Brecher 's  
computer l i t e r a c y  handbook. The handbook o r i g i n a t e d  i n  a course designed by 
Brecher f o r  t h e  computer school f o r  women she opened i n  San Francisco. The 
course i s  now taught  r e g u l a r l y  i n  New York and Anchorage, as we1 1 as San 
Francisco; i t  i s  a l so  o f f e r e d  on occasion i n  dif,ferent l o c a t i o n s  throughout 
t h e  country .  

I should mention a t  t h e  ou tse t  t h a t  Brecher 's t i t l e ,  The Women's Computer 
L i t e r a c y  Handbook, i s  somewhat misleading. Several men t o  whom I showed t h e  
handbook assumed from t h e  t i t l e  t h a t  t h e  book was a s i m p l i f i e d  vers ion  o f  
" r e a l "  computer books -- watered down f o r  women! Th is  i s  regre t tab le ,  as such 
condescension i s  f a r  from what Brecher has i n  mind. 

Brecher developed her  computer l i t e r a c y  course f o r  women R t e r  spending 
twenty years  i n  t h e  computer indus t ry .  Over t h e  course o f  he r  career, she 
came t o  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  al though computer technology was undergoing r a p i d  
t rans format ion ,  "computerphobia" remained a constant  f o r  many people, 
e s p e c i a l l y  women. Brecher decided t h a t  t h e  problem l a y  no t  w i t h  t h e  
technology i t s e l f  bu t  w i t h  t h e  ways t l l e  sub jec t  i s  taught  i n  computer courses, 
books, and i n s t r u c t i o n  manuals. Most computer i n s t r u c t i o n  has been developed 
by men and r e f l e c t s  a male perspect ive, emphasizing computer techniques and 
drawing examples from day-to-day experiences w i t h  which women a re  n e i t h e r  

f a m i  1 f a r  nor  comfortable. Computer documentation shows 1 i t t l e  o r  no concern 
f o r  "why" in fo rmat ion  -- f o r  example, f o r  why computer programs work t h e  way 
t h e y  do, o r  why pregnant women who s i t  I n  f r o n t  o f  computer screens a l l  day 



should worry about poss ib le  h e a l t h  r i s k s  associated w i t h  t h i s  work 
env i  rorment. 

A f t e r  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  e x i s t i n g  c lasses and books, Brecher decided t h a t  t h e r e  
was no good beginning p lace  f o r  women t o  l e a r n  about computers. The courses 
and books t h a t  were a v a i l a b l e  pa t ron ized  women and paralyzed them w i t h  
unnecessary fears. So Brecher undertook t o  develop a course t h a t  would 
counterac t  these problems. 

Brecher  proposes t h r e e  pedagogical p r i n c i p l e s  t o  guide e f f e c t i v e  computer 
l i t e r a c y  courses: 1 )  a l l  t echn i ca l  terms should be def ined t h e  f i r s t  t ime they  
a r e  used; 2) d e f i n i t i o n s  should make use of s tudents '  own experiences; and 3 )  
r u l e s  should be expla ined r a t h e r  than o f f e r e d  f o r  r o t e  learn ing.  

Most courses and books about computers, Brecher discovered, i n t roduce  
t e c h n i c a l  terms w i thout  f i r s t  d e f i n i n g  them. Fur ther ,  she observed t h a t  when 
d e f i n i t i o n s  a r e  provided, they  o f t e n  use even more techn i ca l  words which have 
n o t  been de f ined  e i t h e r .  And nowhere a re  concepts presented i n  terms f a m i l i a r  
t o  women. 

1 

I n  her  handbook, Brecher never uses a computer term w i thou t  o f f e r i n g  a 
d e f i n i t i o n .  And she de f i nes  terms us ing  words and concepts h i g h l y  accessib le 
t o  women. This  p rac t i ce ,  she wr i tes,  i s  " j u s t  what any good teacher  knows -- 
r e a l  educat ion occurs best  when l ea rn ing  i s  based on t h e  s tudent ' s  own 
experiences" (p.4). To take one example, Brecher in t roduces  t h e  concept o f  a 
computer program by p o i n t i n g  out  ways i n  which i t  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  a recipe. She 
w r i t e s :  

I had a hard t ime understanding what a computer program i s  
u n t i l  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  i t ' s  r e a l l y  no th ing  more than a rec ipe  
t h a t  t h e  computer can f o l l  ow. * 

When you cook, you are  t h e  computeb and t h e  rec ipe  i s  
t h e  program. You can read an i n s t r u c t i o n  and perform it. 
Then you read t h e  next i n s t r u c t i o n  and perform it. A f t e r  
you 've  completed t h e  whole se t  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  you end up 
w i t h  t h e  des i red  r e s u l t ,  a chocolate cake, perhaps. I n  a 
s i m i l a r  way t h e  computer f o l l ows  i n s t r u c t i o n s  -- one a t  a 
t ime, j u s t  l i k e  you (p.17). 

Next Brecher uses a diagram o f  a rec ipe  card t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h a t  "a 
computer program i s  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  rec ipe  t h a t  se ts  out  t h e  procedures t h e  
cook performs. The i ng red ien ts  a re  t h e  data.... They [computer programs] a r e  
gener ic  recipes, t h a t  i s ,  procedures w i t m  t h e  i ng red ien ts  (da ta) "  (p.18). 
She develops t h e  analogy f u r t h e r  i n  t h e  f o l  lowing passage: 

When you buy a program ( rec ipe) ,  you get  t h e  s e t  o f  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  computer w i l l  fo l low.  For example, you 
can buy a program t h a t  has i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  computer t o  
do p a y r o l l  accounting. You must g i ve  t h e  program t h e  data 
( i n g r e d i  en ts )  t h a t  i t  w i  11 use. Data can be t h e  names o f  
your  employees, t h e i r  wage rates, hours they work, and so on. 



The data w i l l  a l low t h e  program t o  deal w i t h  your p a r t i c u l a r  
p a y r o l l .  The r e s u l t  o f  t h e  program depends upon what data 
you, t h e  user, p rov ide  (pp. 18-19). 

When t h i s  pedagogi ca l  approach i s  adopted, Brecher po i  n t s  out, s tudents 
l e a r n  more than s imply a se t  of new concepts. They ga in  an apprec ia t ion  f o r  
what they a l ready  know. Th is  experience br ings  w i t h  i t t h e  konfidence they 
need t o  con t inue t h e i r  l e a r n i n g  beyond t h e  classroan. 

Brecher 's  t h i r d  pedagogical p r i n c i p l e  -- t h a t  ru les  should be expla ined 
r a t h e r  than presented f o r  simp1 e memorization -- i nspi res her  longest  chapter, 
i n  which t h e  reader comes t o  understand computers from " the  i n s i d e  out." 
S i x t y  pages i n  length,  t h i s  chapter  d e t a i l s  e x a c t l y  how t h e  machine works. 
Brecher c a l l s  her  t h i r d  pedagogical p r i n c i p l e  t h e  " h o l i s t i c  approach" t o  
l e a r n i n g  because i t prepares women (and men) t o  ask c r e a t i v e  quest ions about 
how t h e  computer works, as w e l l  as about i t s  e f f ec t s  on people. She attempts 
t o  combine t h i s  h o l i s t i c  approach w i t h  a femi n i s t  perspect ive on technology 
w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  he lp ing  s tudents  develop a c r i t i c a l  consciousness about 
computers and t h e i r  personal , s o c i a l  , and envi  ronmental impact. 

The key element o f  t h i s  approach i s  a h o l i s t i c  awareness o f  
t h e  e n t i r e  system, which inc ludes  bo th  t h e  human opera tor  as 

d w e l l  as t h e  machine. Th i s  approach i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u i t e d  t o  
any d i  scussion o f  computers, because computers a re  changing 
t h e  way we work and 1 i ve. Since computers a re  spec ia l i zed  
t o o l s  f o r  managing in fo rmat ion ,  we can expect them t o  a f f e c t  
t r a d i t i o n a l  "women's work" t h e  most. It i s  t h e  sec re ta r i es  
and f i l e  c l e r k s  who w i  11 f e e l  t h e  grea tes t  e f f e c t  f rom t h e  
new automated o f f i c e .  It i s  women who s i t  a t  computer 
screens a l l  day, whether they a re  working as telephone 
opera tors  o r  order-entry  c l e r k s  a t  t h e  chain store. These 
women w i  11 f e e l  any h e a l t h  e f f e c t  o f  low-1 eve1 r a d i a t i o n  
f i r s t  -- no t  t h e  middle-management execut ives who made t h e  
d e c i s i o n  t o  automate t h e  o f f i c e  (p. 15).  

Brecher  advocates t h a t  women become informkd about computers i n  o rder  t o  
- 

h e l p  shape t h e  p o l i c y  decis ions t h a t  determine how these powerful t o o l s  a re  
used. She debunks t h e  qy th  t h a t  younger women of  today have r i d  themselves o f  
t h e  c u l t u r a l l y  learned pa t te rns  t h a t  s u s t a i n  t h e  gender gap i n  profess ions 
1 i ke engineering. I n c l u d i n g  research f i n d i n g s  about gi  r l s '  use of  computers 
a t  a1 1 ages, she p o i n t s  out  t h a t  today 's  h igh  school g i r l s  a re  s t i l l  more 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  ranance, da t ing ,  and p o p u l a r i t y  than they are i n  academic 
achievement -- p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  sc i  ence, math, and computers, which they 
cons ide r  unfemi nine. 

Brecher a l so  i d e n t i f i e s  career  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  denied t o  women who do not  
possess computer s k i l l s .  I n  her  view, women who f a i l  t o  overcome t h e i r  
"technophobi a" w i  11 s u f f e r  t h e  d i r e s t  economic consequences. And, she argues 
f u r t h e r ,  un less women en te r  and advance w i t h i n  t h e  technology f i e l d s ,  t h e  
e l e c t r o n i c  age w i l l  cont inue t o  r e f l e c t  on l y  t h e  p r i o r i t i e s  o f  men. 



While Brecher does r a i s e  some provocat ive  issues and speak t o  some 
f e m i n i s t  concerns, t h e  bulk  o f  he r  248-page book teaches women how t o  se lec t  
and use app rop r i a te  software: word processing, database management systems, 
and spreadsheets. And she l a r g e l y  takes t h e  inst rumenta l  view t h a t  women must 
master  computers t o  avoid s u f f e r i n g  t h e  economic consequences associated w i t h  
n o t  hav ing marketable computer sk i  11s. Her p resenta t ion  i s  excep t i ona l l y  
c l e a r ,  and t h e  book o f f e r s  women an e x c e l l e n t  p o i n t  of departure. Yet gaps 
remain. A more ambit ious women's computer course might i nco rpo ra te  add i t i ona l  
perspec t ives  on t h e  ph i l osoph i ca l ,  po l  i t i c a l  , and epis temologica l  foundat ions 
o f  t h e  computer f i e l d .  I n  t h i s  way, computer l i t e r a c y  t r a i n i n g  cou ld  become 
an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of f e m i n i s t  education, a v i t a l  way o f  teach ing  c r i t i c a l  
t h i n k i n g  s k i l l s .  

Brecher 's  h o l i s t i c  approach i s  narrow i n  scope, emphasizing t h e  unde r l y i ng  
mechanics o f  computers. She pays scant a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  nonnat ive assumptions 
about j u s t i c e ,  fa i rness ,  human l i f e ,  and na ture  t h a t  u n d e r l i e  approaches t o  
computer technology i n  soc ie t y  today. Nor does she use femi n i s t  c r i t i q u e s  o f  
sc ience and technology -- Ruth B l e i e r ' s  Science and Gender, f o r  example, 
E l i z a b e t h  Fox K e l l e r ' s  R e f l e c t i o n s  on Gender and Science, o r  Joan Rothsch i ld 's  
e d i t e d  volume, Machina Ex Dea: Feminis t  Perspect ives on Technology -- t o  
i n t r o d u c e  d i f f e r e n t  perspec t ives  on epistemology o r  t o  c a l l  i n t o  quest ion t h e  
assumptions o f  s c i e n t i f i c  " o b j e c t i v i  t y "  embedded i n  t h e  computer- 

4 communications revo lu t i on .  Had she done so, she would have prov ided students 
w i t h  a bas is  f o r  imagin ing t h e  d i f f e r e n t  forms a computer r e v o l u t i o n  might 
take.  

Brecher argues t h a t  women must arm themselves w i t h  knowledge about 
computers t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  computer age. Yet one might ask whether such 
knowledge i s  t h e  necessary and s u f f i c i e n t  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  women t o  ga in  t h e  
power t o  determine po l i cy .  Th is  quest ion and o thers  l i k e  it, i f  posed i n  t h e  
computer sc ience classroom, would r e q u i r e  s tudents t o  examine t h e  powerful 
psycho1 og i ca l  pa t te rns ,  c u l t u r a l  notms, and s o c i e t a l  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  
pe rpe tua te  t h e  present  i n e q u i t a b l e  d l  s t r i  b u t i o n  o f  power i n  t h e  home, t h e  
community, and t h e  workplace. 

To do more than teach about computer app l i ca t i ons  and career  
oppo r tun i t i es ,  computer educators need t o  ask t h e i r  s tudents t o  take  a broad, 
c r i t i c a l  view o f  t h e  new technology. They might, f o r  example, ask s tudents t o  
analyze t h e  s k i  11 s, thought  pat terns,  and language demanded by c u r r e n t  
computer usage, and t o  t h i n k  about t h e  impact these a r e  having on thought and 
1 anguage i n  general. O r ,  more fundmental l y ,  they might r a i s e  quest ions about 
j u s t i c e  and fa i rness ,  asking students t o  contemplate how soc ie t y  can e x p l o i t  
t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  computer w i thout  compromising t h e  f u l l  development of 
women and men as autonomous and c r e a t i v e  human beings. 

-- Marge W i l  sman 
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