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P: Massachusetts, miss the colors.  We have colors in Baraboo, you’ll get close, but its all over, surrounded by it.  Romance languages and literature.  Moved to Michigan, small department, I’ll push on because you need some motivation.  Faculty – more people, at Michigan only two professors.  We came out during spring break of 77.  That was pretty close to this time, early march.  So by the fourth of july, we were in Eagle Heights.  Maybe it was in the package the department sent. The name was appealing anyway.

D: Flat roof, no air conditioning, so the summers were rough, hottest summers and coldest winters there.  With the flat roofs it was bad.  But we were in love, the first day we moved in we walked down here, the memorial union wow.  We told people there was no traffic because we never took our car out. And there was a little supermarket, El Rancho, right across from, well University Ave and Farley.  Corner, where the UPS store is, Frank Lloyd Wright church, and that was as far as we ever went.  

P: Goodwil at corner of State and Lake.  Coffee breaks at Renaboms.

D: We hardly ever left campus, and once we found the gardens,

E: Did you have a garden the first summer then?

P: 78, because 77 if I remember correctly we were busy.  Here’s the apartment, a couple cans of paint, and you are on your own.  Idon’t know if things have changed. But back then, they left a couple of cans of paint.  They’re cozy, those little apartments.  So I think what we did was, that first summer, first we went back east, then we came back and got ourselves and the apartment organized. Then through word of mouth, and walking, because it’s a beautiful place to walk through.  Over at the community center, there were a lot of things, you should garden.  Well how do you do that?  How did we do that?  I’m thinking today it’s so structured with the internet and the plot assignments, it was very different.

D: It was very laid back, first of all, you didn’t own your plot, every year youd get a different plot, they’d plow the whole place over.

P: The dairy barns, there used to be piles, huge piles of.  Now there are leaf piles you can mulch with, but back then they used to bring up the manure, the bedding and straw and the manure, and just leave it there for a while towards the end of the season, which was November 15.  There used to be a declared end of the season.  When did the guys have to have the boats out of the lake?  Maybe it was November, well maybe she’s right.  But October 15 is still early. Somewhere in there.  They used to close off, officially the gardens would be closed.  There were a couple of ramifications.  It was an invitation to anybody to walk through the gardens, because nobody had proprietary interest there anymore.  

D: Random assigned, you could ask for the same one.  But what they would do is come in, take down the posts and everything, plow it all up and spread the manure and then it would be ready for the spring.  One of the things the committee had to do was replot.  So no one had perennials, it was all annuals.  

P: Or now I see grapevines up there, fruit trees in there plots, you really couldn’t because you weren’t assured you were going to get your same plot, and then they were going to plow it.  

D: and I think over the years there was too much of a build-up of phosphorus, they were just getting too much of that in the soil, so they stopped doing that.

P: And the run off to the lake.

D: But I think even for the gardening, the amount of produce that we used to get was amazing.  Not that we don’t still. We have one picture in our little apartment of melons, eggplants.

E: have any pictures?

P: Sadly, contemporary pictures, meaning from 2000 forward. Cause you look back, I don’t know, we just didn’t take pictures, except of the produce when we got home.  Pictures of us really happy with the whole counter full of melons.  We used to give a lot away, but we had a freezer, we used to fill it up with eggplant, eggplant parmesian, tomatoes, tomato sauce. We like foodies, we just, we couldn’t throw anything away.  But I look back, and think who would eat all this stuff.  It was, it was part of our life.

P: And see, for any grad student, it is such great therapy.  That’s what I see. The thing is, you’re under pressure in school you just want a place to relax, get your mind off things.  You start spading, start weeding, you know tying the tomatoes.  And one other thing about eagle heights garden, I think there has been a no chemical environment up there, like fertilizer, store bought weed killers, or insecticides and things like that.  I don’t know if people use it, but this goes back to the 70s too.  You aren’t supposed to use it, try to keep it as natural as possible.
D: And the other thing is, they didn’t have the shed with tools, you had to bring your own tools.  I know they had water up there, but you were sort of self sufficient.  But it was such a wonderful experience to watch, as people from foreign countries garden completely differently.  Now there’s a lot of Asian people, there weren’t as many in those days, but they had their own way of doing it, it’s so beautiful, they get in there early and stay late, they really guard their little plants, I don’t ever remember it being so, it was more big tomato plants, lots of sunflowers, it was sort of what you think of the 70s, big stuff.  But now it seems like there’s an awful lot of people cultivating not arugula, but these delicate little lettuces, I see the produce changing.  Cause I find it fascinating, I like to walk through and see.  And of course in those days it was all students.  

P: That’s important, it’s sort of a duel type of.  When we were students, and then more student life, it was just eagle heights.  And it seemed as if, and I was on the committee too one of the years 78 79, I don’t remember not having enough plots, that there was a waiting list, there may have been a small one. 

D: No, because we had a double garden

P: This is what happened, if you volunteered, and were on the committee, then they would give you. The rents were cheap back then.

D: If it was 5 I’d be surprised
P: And if I remember right, in the block of buildings, we lived in 501H. And then the committee maybe would go around, and say you’re responsible for these 4 or 5 buildings in that vicinity, and anyone in these buildings that wants a garden, these are the plots.  And then you’d get a list.  It was controlled like that, it wasn’t completely random.

D: I think people would just call us up and say they wanted a garden.

P: Yeah and I’d say, just numerically.  Your plot is 103,

E: list of plots, down the list.

D: and I don’t think we ever did cleanups.

P: I think there was a workday, you had to do something at the beginning and the end, there were two work days, now they have more.  But you had to do something at the beginning of the season and at the end.

D: we used to downhill ski there in the winter.

P: That’s true, but the whole thing with eagle heights, and you know you feel it when you go up there, that whole natural area, that right in the middle of the city you were sort of in an edenesque environment, especially in Wisconsin in the middle of the summer, the crickets and the sun is beating, and everything is growing

D: it is so aesthetically pleasing to go up there, from the beginning when people first start till the very end.  Oh you started to tell her about November, it was a free for all, help yourself to what wasn’t picked.

P: And I don’t remember vandalism, or other problems, because there was so much bounty.  Because in another few weeks, the plow would come, all that extra produce was going to be plowed under.  That was it, that was the rule, plowed it under along with the manure. 

D: Pick what you want, then after that.

P: Closing day will be, then you may have had a week or so, because I didn’t know when the plow would get there.

D: Do you remember when we picked all those pumpkins? And we didn’t want anything to go to waste, you can eat them, small edible pumpkins.  We put them in the storage area, and a month and a half later the superintendent’s at the door, he says what is dying in your walk-in?  And they looked alright but they were rotten, they were like mush.  So I tried to put them in the furnace and the smell went through the whole building, I thought we were going to get kicked out.  We didn’t realize how hot the basement was. Hot and damp.  Trying to save the last bit of produce. Then we moved away.
E: so how long did you garden?

P: I was here through 80?  So 78,79 and 80, 80 was my last summer because then we had to leave eagle heights and I guess through that summer we were, but after that no. And it seems, oh yeah, I can remember the different, there was one over there, and one over there.  In my mind, I can see the garden Donna, as you went up the path and right in the front, and that’s where one summer it rained like crazy and it was all submerged in water the drainage wasn’t good there. And then we got one in the shade

D: the garden was configured a little bit differently I think it.

P: No it was basically the same.  But where was our third one?  It was up to the road, around the bend, then straight up, where the leaf piles are now, in that general area, right at the edge.  And for some reason, we had tons of rain.

DL: we got washed out.

P: And that used to be perennial out here, even the lakeshore path would flood out [21:46] they’ve done a good job, they’ve spent a lot of money and a lot of time fixing that, grading that.  

D: then sometimes it would be too dry, and when a pest comes in it affects everybody and it’s a different pest every year

P: You know I was going to say

D: a couple years ago we had those little voles

P We still have them 

D: We had made a mound to put the zucchini, well with the sticks and everything, they were in there and going crazy so we went to harvest our beets, and they would only eat the top.

P And even this past season, the beets the same thing.  Jeeze spread your lifestyle around a little, why this garden?  Because other people would say hey, they have no problem.  And this is what I was saying about insecticides, one year we all lost our beans, something attacked them, and I’m not scientifically inclined, but the word was we had had a mild winter, and whatever it was wasn’t suppressed and it flourished the next summer, and everyone’s beans they did a heck of a jobm, they just left the webbing, 

D: has anyone told you about the beautiful birds up there, birds of prey, swallows, the birdhouses.  We saw some wild turkeys.

E: were those there in the 70s?

D: I remember there being birds of prey.  We always called them eagles, those are fun to watch.  And but that’s, there’s so much, if you take a break up there.  Cranes, we saw up there.  Its just such a beautiful spot to be.  I hope they never, I hope they don’t develop around there because when  you are in there you feel like you are in another world, if they start stuff around it its going to be, it just won’t be the same.  It’s the idea you can get in there and all you can see from the top of the gardens is a little bit of the water and then that field that they’re making into a prairie or something.  And then it really takes you away from being in the city. [24:57]

P: Now what else?  The transition, when we came.  So our three gardens, to give you a background, they would have been 78 79 80 and sadly I can remember where two were located, one was like when you come up the road, turn, then it’s got that s there, one was right at the corner, I think that was our second one.  Then our first one was up here, and then I don’t remember where our third one was.  Isn’t that weird? Somewhere in there, because things started happening in our own lives, jobs, I think we had just one year, one year we had two plots while we were there, the first year and last year we only had one, so in between when I was sort of involved in the garden committee, but as Donna said its wonderful at any time of year, and for us living at eagle heights, you could put on your, in those days we got a lot of snow, you could put on your skis and you could ski up to the hill and one year as she was saying, there was a lot of snow and then it rained, then there was a crust, that it was just fantastic going down that hill. Then there were some expert skiers, as you go further from the gardens and into the path, there are slopes and hills right through the trees, how did they do that?  I think I’ll take the long way around.
D: In the winter it was kind of a playground in there.

P: And from picnic point, what did we do.  We came here, to the hoofers, then we skied back over the ice, then we skied around up there, then skied back over the ice, then took the bus back.  We were only here for a short while. Then we were gone.

D: We were excited, you get the idea that it is really cold in WI, it was like 20 below zero, the vapor from the power plant and it would just freeze in the air, I haven’t seen anything like that since because you are young and any weather is exciting.

P: And then what else happened?  We lived in Milwaukee, we had a garden.  Then we moved to Horicon, we had a great garden there, then we came back to Madison in 2000.  And we didn’t know, nostalgically we were up there walking around, remember this, remember that.  Donna started talking to someone.  
D: I asked her, how she got the garden, an older woman, and she told us you just had to be affiliated.

P: You noticed older people,

D: in the 70s, that wasn’t the case

P: And maybe some parents, if they were staying with their kids.

D: much bigger mix up there now.

P: How did we apply, I don’t remember applying.  She told you to contact someone or other, and it was, 

D: it was up at eagle heights, the community center

P: Then we got an application, filled it in.  2001.  That first year back I don’t think we got a plot.  But we’ve been doing it now for all these years, and one year we both had one.  We’re students, we’re part time students

D: over 60, so can take classes at the university for free, as long as there is room and the prof lets you in.  And there are certain that are participatory and you can’t and its audit only.

P: And then we are union members.  And there is an affinity to the university on that application.

D: we came back here to retire, that’s how much the city means to us.  We joined hoofers, that’s another story. 

P And I hear, there is a policy around, I guess, its not, I’m kind of, I don’t know what goes on up there, but I’m pleased with the information I’m getting on the internet and the way they are managing the thing and their concern with the gardens, I kind of like that, I think it’s a little bit more, well in the world, earlier on when the gardens started, I guess it’s an experiement.  I think it started in 1970..59 or 60, wow.  That’s a good long time.  So now, and you know how valuable the land must be, so it needs protecting.

D: is there pressure to do something up there?  Not right now, good.

E: with the preserve, I don’t think there is pressure right now.

P: this is it for crying out loud, with the gardening and the birding, and the pesticides, keep that stuff out of there and you just have a beautiful.  Even at the expense of having a few rodents.

D: it seems very well run right now, did a good job.  There never used to be so much plastic up there, these plastic bottles and stuff.  In the 70s people didn’t used to do that type of gardening.  And now there’s a lot more I call it trash, but it does get picked up, which is good, they are being responsible for it.

P; its not trash

D: well when it goes into the woods it is.

P: well that’s why we have clean up days. Well if you’re into gardening and its cold you want to protect the plants, and those bottles.  Someone was explaining to me there’s a way of watering slowly bu.  I guess you poke little holes under a milk jog, and it releases its water gently and slowly into the ground. Kind of embedding it in the ground a bit.  So you’ll see a lot more plastic up there.  What did it look like in the 70s?

D: There weren’t so many structures.  Everybody’s got, sometimes theres more wood than plants.  Everybody’s building something. That’s one thing I noticed when we first came back.  Boy everybody’s got a little teepee, fences, chairs. I don’t ever remember that kind of thing.  In fact I never remember people having chairs, maybe a little rock.  I think people are spending more time up there. Cause I think you get a lot of older people, just up there reading.  There wasn’t that use of plastics as much which doesn’t bother me as long as it all gets picked up.  But the weeds seems to really, where they used to turn it over completely, I don’t ever remember it being so weedy, now the weeds really get ahold.  I just don’t remember, and I remember it being sort of flatter because there weren’t so many structures.  That’s just my visual memory.
P: I remember it being wetter, it was a wet year.

D: Our memories aren’t that good.

P: But the thing I was saying is I don’t know, the longevity, there was, I heard they were floating an idea, eight years and you’re out, that would be ok too.  I don’t want to abuse, it’s been wonderful, it’s fun.  And we’re going to do it this year, it’s kind of year by year

D: now that we’re completely retired and we want to do more traveling because the fall is the best time to travel when the produce is ready to be picked.  But it is hard to give up, we were going to last year and we just couldn’t.  And its good exercise, we ride our bikes up there from the east side.  Yeah, you know, it’s the only exercise we get.

P one year, we went up there and picked these cabbages, and we put them in the back of the bike, we had these bungy cords holding them down, 

D: one of them snapped  and that cabbage just flew up in the air and came towards me, I felt like I was being attacked it’s a good thing I wasn’t any closer to him because it would have knocked me right down.  We must have had it pressured in there, because when that snapped it threw it out.  It was this huge cabbage.  And one time you lost your load of zucchini on the street.

P: It’s prolific, it is a prolific place.  The water is there, you tend to it. The other things is, I think one advantage of not reassigning is, is the friendships.  We know this guy from two plots up because we were next to him at one time, his name is Rick.  And there’s this newer guy now where we used to garden, and its hi how are you, and its, now that I’m retired I don’t see people as much because we go during the week.  But in the past we used to go during the weekend, and this is when other people used to come, on weekends, hi how are you today?  And you got to see each other, you always said hi to people even when you were reassigned, you were fellow gardeners, but now you have a little bit of history

D: people have always been good at sharing, oh you’ve got a great crop of something, they’ll always give you something.  Do you have a garden up there?

E: I do

D: Good

P: the share table is fantastic, we do a lot of seedlings, which is why we were talking about pine tree seeds, because they’ll be coming pretty soon, and then you can only put so many in the ground so you offer them to your neighbor or you put them on the share table.  And the produce is a fantastic thing because OK, its true, we like zucchinis to be just so big, 6, 8, 10 inches.  But they can get, you know

D: have you been a gardener before?  Where have you lived other than Maine?

E: Maine, PA, then I moved to Boston where I didn’t have a garden, the MV, then Portland.  My moms family is from Falmouth and we’ve had land there for years.
D: can say you do the same thing because of all the lakeweed.

P: Milwaukee was good too but there was a drought.  But for the most part it was beautiful.   We grow zucchini, tomatoes, some of the flowers, delphiniums that we grow year after year, it’s not that big, but when it’s growing it’s just huge.

DL that’s a difference, there are more flowers, but now there’s a nice assortment of flowers, it does your heart good.

P: Irises, grapes up there.   Once in a while we experiment.  Cabbages, but you can never eat them all they are just beautiful to look at.  The thing about eagle heights gardening is you have to be careful because of our summers. They are unpredictable, sometimes they can be hot and dry, sometimes they are just right.  So you really have two growing seasons, until the fourth of july your cool weather crops, spinaches and stuff like that, your endives, because if it gets past the fourth it starts bolting, so you can’t leave those in.  You need to start something new for the fall  but the tomatoes are just fantastic. 

E: did you get the late blight?

P: no, we were up on the hill and we didn’t.  In fact we saw this guy with fingerling potatoes. We put in a row of swiss chard, which is way too much, why do we do it, because we have always done it.  Its easy to grow.

D: and we always do beets spinach, leeks, cabbages, etc.

P: This is what I’m trying to do, more of the Orientals, these greens that can take the conditions. I’ve tried mulching and I’m not happy.  I’m more happy with my own methods.  What I try to do is when I see weeds, get in there with a hoe around the tomatoes I turn over the soil and try not to make it too compact from walking in there, watering. So when it looks like it’s had too much, I walk in there, turn the soil, a little bit. I have to admit I haven’t been the most attentive gardener.  This is the trouble, last year we pulled all the leaf mulch, and then we went to Michigan and we were gone two and half weeks, and when we got back it rained and was warm, the weeds just took over.  It was so disheartening, and I sort of let everything slide.  But if you stay with it, its not a major effort if you stay with it a little bit at a time

D: but it didn’t go to hell altogether, we got a lot of produce. One time we did 64 tomato plants, tie them all up. Now this year we did 16 and we had plenty.

P: The lure and the seductiveness.  The catalogues, the catalogues come, look at this one, we’ve got to try this one.  If you’re going to try this one, might as well put in 8. It’s the seed catalogues that come, you go from the Brandywines, the Wisconsin 55s and then you want these roma tomatoes, rick is more disciplined, he’ll just put in three or four.  Myself, I’m a glutton, which isn’t good.  But it’s wonderful the varieties that are out there.  And that’s another thing that you get from neighbors, what they’re trying.  Fingerling potatoes, blueberries, strawberries. And his technique, this is something I have never seen, this technique of putting the tomatoes in these bamboo grid. [50:00]. You just train it to go over the bamboo.
D: he just lays the hose over it and sprinkles the whole garden, but you can’t get in there and weed it.  And I’ve never seen him pick them.

P: He told me that he had wonderful amounts, he’s the one who told us about oven drying. Made a sauce with drying, the concentrated sugars are just fantastic.  So its these ideas that get past on.

D: is he the one that has the tree planted there with the hoses hanging off of it. And then he found this rotten piece of something that’s all rusty, hollowed it out put dirt in it and planted flowers.  Even his stump I am jealous of, he’s got tools hanging from it, notice the next time.  Its just beautiful.

P: We would never have gotten to know him if we were somewhere else.  The continuity of the thing is broken.  Basically, this is what I’m saying, it’s always been a pleasure to go up there, and the less, you need some bureaucracy, you need some administration, but I think administration should really realize that’s why we go up there, to escape administration and bureaucracy, so keep the rules simple, just simple, thou shalt do this, thou shalt not do that, and I think they’ve gotten there, they’re doing a good job.

D: do they have a childrens garden up there?  That’s one thing I noticed, youd think there would be more children up there.  Only once or twice have we seen parents showing their children how to garden.  One time we were up there and the people on the other side of us came up with their, and they hadn’t been up there for a couple weeks and things were kind of overgrown, and the kids were in awe of digging and look what I found, it was such a treasure hunt, and they were so excited.  I don’t know that they helped do the planting, we didn’t see them, cause boy that’s a wonderful experience for kids.  I’d like to see more kids up there, and it doesn’t have to be hard.
P: We aren’t there on the weekends that much, so there might be, I just don’t know what the demographics of the people there are any more.  I try to go up in the morning and do a couple hours.  That’s my intention this year, stay with it, because I want to do these time consuming little seedlings and plants before it gets too hot, one year we had really good luck with turnip greens and pumpkin greens, and then you get surprises.  Because you know those turnip greens, you think you’ve got them all and then oh my goodness, you’re turning over your garden for the next planting season, and you know, you dig up these big huge turnips.  So the garden is full of surprises.  OH stuff that will grow from the previous year, its really funny how tomato plants some are so resistant they’ll survive the winter, little tomato seedlings all b y themselves in the snow and ice and frost and everything, and they’re growing in the spring.

D: have you seen the community gardens on the east side of town? Been there 10 years, atwood ave by the barrywood theater.  Community gardens on the hill.  2 or 3 gardens all along the bikepath.  Prairie flowers, zumas coffee shop.  It is just, a little piece of heaven back there.  Everyday it’s different.  Just two years ago they put in water and it’s the same idea as eagle heights, there’s also a stretch of land by olbrich being turned into community gardens.  So there are more and more, maybe because of the price of everything.

P: Schlicter, right by boathouse, that mansion, theres a park in there, there was an article on TV about how they grow edible plants, amazing how much produce for the food pantry.  That’s inspirational, 

E: swiss chard, beautiful

D: We do that in our yard, the strip between the street and our house, people walk through this patch in front of our house.  There is cement all around us, it really stands out because its really cementy.  The little kids are fascinated, other people trhow their cans and bottles in there.  He does all the work, I’m out their deadheading things.  

P: It’s the environment in Madison that allows that.  Cause when we were in Horicon, people were like flowers?  Its just lawns and hedges.  Eagle heights has got fantastic soil, whatever the ph, just good agricultural soil.  And the east, everyone does something in front of their houses.  Its industrial [part of Division st]

D: And its loose, its not that tight.  East side, everyone lets their hair down.

P: and the city has some restriction, so not a safety hazard for traffic.  Can’t have trees, sunflowers, tall grasses.  

D: we havea  peach tree, that fascinates people.  When ripe you have to pick them all because they fall off.  And we have a quince tree.

E: do you do anything with them?

D: what would you do?

E: heard of quince jelly, right? I’ve never had it.

P: They do taste like an apple, 

D: put them in pie and stuff.  Put them in bowl because they are beautiful.  Neighbor has beautiful black walnut, gives off an acid, some things will grow there, it’s a nightshade family won’t grow.  And it doesn’t take much because we’ve tried it, they’ll be fine and the roots hit some of it and its dead the next day.  Every place we’ve lived there’s been a black walnut.  This one is beautiful.
P: People threatened to cut it down.  It’s going to be there way past our lifetime, the toxicity will be there.  And it does stain.  But the squirrels do a good job cleaning it up. They got an estimate, and it was more than they wanted to pay.  But the tree in Horicon didn’t survive.  We lived there from 93 to 2000.  And my neighbor was after us, you can make a lot of money.  That’s the one that was interfering with our tomatoes, but I just moved the tomatoes out of its drip line, moved them over there, they were fine. As long as, that’s when I realized first hand, what is wrong with our tomatoes?  And then all of a sudden they were withered. 

D: What we used to grow was hops, and we used to be able to burn at the gardens, we would burn all of stuff, and it really enriched the soil.  That’s one thing that you really miss that you can’t do.

P: Even in Horicon they took that away.

D: Its fun. Best thing about camping, even then we couldn’t because of the ash borer.  Sorry, off subject, we digress a lot.

P: I don’t know what the future is for the gardens, I hope they’ll be here the next hundred years, I hope.

D: theme of your paper?

E: importance of land, what it means to them, how relates to the university.

P: See this is it, it was very loosely structured.  See we grew up in a family where we always had a garden, it was just something that we did [1:08:55]

D: we’ve always dug up, even when we lived at eagle heights we had to dig up, flowers.  Ann Arbor, crazy flowers.  You can never have too many flowers, and then we shoved the vegetables in between.

P: in Madison, we just have so much wonderful open space, and eagle heights is part of that.  At eagle heights, it wasn’t just the gardens, it was the ambiance, the atmosphere.  Eagle heights gardens, and this hill, and it blended in with eagle heights, and you could just walk and reminisce, and think about things.

D: oh yeah, it’s a beautiful piece of land. I hope people that live there appreciate how special it is, because when you move away you do.  It was so nice meeting people from different countries, and we had all kinds of adventures with people from Egypt and china and Italy and you know, they’re all right in your building and you have adventures with them whether you like it or not.  There was an older woman who was living with her daughter, and she took any produce I gave her and she taught me how to make pita breads from scratch and all kinds of things.  She was always trying to feed us.  And then there was a guy downstairs who kept was it a gerbil?

P: A chipmunk, I think

D: all his furniture was made out of logs and things in his apartment he obviously wanted to be in the deep woods.  And he had a chipmunk down there, we heard it running around and stuff like that. He was a grad student

P: In chemistry.  He called it critter.  And he was moving away for a while, and said, would you guys mind looking after critter for me?  What do we have to do?  Just make sure the bowl of water is full and he takes care of himself.  I don’t know where he had his food, if we put out rabbit pellets or something, I don’t remember.  This followed a divorce, because I don’t think missus would ever. This was a mans.

D: This was the reason for the divorce.  But they were still friends, I think they got together again.

P: Oh they were from Korea, but before them there were David and Debbie, we are still friends to this day from eagle heights, we just saw them this summer.

D: they live in New York

P: It’s incredible, our other friends, they lived at Harvey street.  He used to come and garden at eagle heights.  Cause he had a plot for one or two years he had a plot there.  And then David, I think that’s how we got two one time, because david and Debbie, they lived downstairs, 501 something or other, they gave it up.  They started, then he had to take a lot of courses that summer.  And that’s the thing, it should be understood, nobody knows, there’s always a certain percentage of plots that always go 

D: feral

P: not fully used.  Well they do, because you don’t know if a person’s offered a job, or a new position somewhere, and at the spur of the moment they have to leave, and sometimes you know you’ve got to give 10 percent allowance. 

D: I do remember a lot of cooking going on in those days, people did a lot of home cooking in those apartments.  I remember one lady used to go, a lot of them didn’t have hardly any money, and this was before you could get the loans.  I remember this one lady used to go someplace on the other side of town to get chickens, live chickens, and kill them in her apartment because they were cheaper, 29 cents a pound, and they were fresh.  But she was from a culture, that used to fascinate me.  And I remember the, I think they were Japanese, anyways, the ones that lived beneath us, one time before they left they cooked us like a twenty course dinner, that I couldn’t believe all this food could come out of this little apartment.  They were in the middle of moving, we had had them up, and they cooked up, I mean it was, it was twenty different dishes, it was incredible. And those apartments are so small, its amazing.  And I think they had had a garden too.
P: So back to the garden. This is the thing, when we came back, we were really surprised to see older people there, so donna spoke to this woman, come to find we had been in the same department.  And so she said, you can apply for a plot and get one.  I said well wait a minute, we aren’t student, no we don’t live at eagle heights.  Oh you don’t have to live in eagle heights.  Eagle heights is a huge community, I don’t know how many thousands of students live up there.  But I’m just wondering what happened.  I mean, it was, when we were there from 77 to 80, it was, if I remember correctly, it was predominantly, only for eagle heights residents.  And Harvey street.  What happened in the 90s and 2000s that opened it up?

D: either there was lack of interest, there must be a reason.

P: Look at the application, you relationship to the university or eagle heights or something, student, union member, some member,

D: what’s really, sitting here talking, and just drifting past into our, I look around, where did all these people come from? That’s what happens when you get old.

P: SO anyway, that is something that’s sort of interesting up there, the transition, the change in that policy, and I don’t know, some of the policies that some people have three plots, or two plots, if they’ve been, my take on that is fine, if you don’t have a huge waiting list and you can handle it, what I’ve found is one plot is more than sufficient because what we ended up doing was just growing pumpkins on the other one, something sea of.  And that isn’t right, when someone could be growing, having a little fun, making a little garden.  So that’s not fun, that’s not right.

D: even a half a garden, for two people, if its done right, is enough to provide you with fresh produce as much as you’ll be able to you know, and then the rest of its.  So they could divide them up, I imagine that a lot of people would just want a half a plot.  Do they do that?

E: yep they do.

P: And that’s why, if there’s ever a policy put in place whereby you are limited to the number of years you can garden up there I think its only fair, I don’t think that anybody should ever have a monopoly on that, it’s a great place, but its also, should be rotated, like Michael Feldman says, give somebody else a chance for change What do you know, if you play the quiz before, its time to sit on your hands.  Well its true, we’ve had so much fun up there.  We go up there, and sit on the bench, I think the bench needs rebuilding, we made,

D: we’ve got to make it fatter, longer, we can’t both sit on it any more

P: Aldo Leopold bench.

E: I will have to go look.  

P: 1315. Or 17 or 13.  
D: no its 15.  A Leopold bench is a wooden bench. 

P: it’s the last row, and east of that maze.  And hopefully if your by there this year I’ll try to have it looking a little more 

D: now the pressures on.

P: that’s it, I like what they’ve done by cleaning out the woods and giving the trees a chance to grow.  And this way, they’re putting a little money into it, I don’t know if its all volunteer, or university, or whoever.

E: I think its volunteer and preserve staff

D: and having the tools up there is nive, when we’re biking out we don’t have to carry the shovel.  That’s appreciated. Oh that cabbage, I can picture that, it almost hit me, it was a huge cabbage.  When it was coming towards me I couldn’t even imagine.  Trying to think if there’s anything else.  Good think I didn’t ask you for our whole life history.  But pick and choose, get a feel for it.  I wish we had more details.
P: you know what it is too, you know in your diet, not to get personal about it, but that’s what it is.  From the time you are a child, we grew up in a family where vegetables were a mainstay in the diet.  This is the thing sometimes about eating out, its just not home cooking at all, or you travel around and everything.  So the vegetables its not that you cant go to the supermarket, I don’t know, what the heck is it about the garden?

D: it tastes better, you’ve got to give her your one good recipe that floored me. I grew up in a family that didn’t garden, so when I met him it was all wonderful, he’s opened up a whole world of vegetables.  

E: it makes such a difference.

D: it’s the only healthy thing we do for ourselves.  But he has this one recipe, swiss chard, mashed potatoes, and garlic, sdo you know that one.  Well growing up, this was a mainstay, you didn’t have meat, this was your supper. Its so easy, you just boil potatoes with the skins on, take a masher and mash them up, and then you cut up your swiss chard and steam them til how you like them, mix them together, then you pour slices of lightly browned but not burned in olive oil, pour it over with a little salt and pepper.  Its like one of my favorite things to eat. You know its cheap, that was supper many a night.

P; A friend just sent me something on the internet, how to peel a potato.  Take an Idaho and scour it all around, put it in boiling water, remove it, put it in ice cold water, break it, and it comes right off.  But when are we going to do that?  We eat the skin.

D: people have this thing about skins.  I eat them, the seeds unless you have diverticulitis.  People are prissy about it.

P: well that is, I think better in reading about these procedures and processes, is to hear them from your neighbors, what they do.  Eagle heights has really been a sharing thing.  We have a, what do you call it, chairman a few years ago, she was more interested in a monthly newsletter. Recipes, gardening tips, things like that.  That’s a good thing, if you hear something pass it on, but I don’t know how busy things are today, that’s the thing another piece of spam mail

D: the most important thing about gardening is there’s no right way, everybody should be able to do it their own way as long as they aren’t infringing on their neighbors not going around and telling people  because it’s a creative process, it’s a creative process for him, the way he lays out the vegetables and the colors, you don’t think about that with vegetables but it is of course 

P: keep it chemical free. I know, sometimes the little, miraclegro or something like that does work miracles, but I use that on my geraniums at home

D: another thing is they never used to let us use tillers to turn over the garden.
P: now they have the rototillers.

D: as we get older, that’s not such a bad idea

P: but that might not come to fruition, because if they limit your time up there to 8 years, then that’s it, your age that’s moot.

D: we need a rototiller now.

P: that’s the thing, its good exercise.  Just turn it over, turn it over. And if you can’t do it all at once, then you just do a third at a time, a little bit a little bit. And that’s what the garden is, its all about degrees. It isn’t as if we have a huge spread in Kansas or something, get a tractor in there or something.  And the plants all grow in degrees.  A lot of those plants they say do successive seeding.  A little bit and a little bit and a little bit, and that’s what it is.  And in fact you don’t want everything to ripen at once.

E: you’d be in trouble

D: you could do a paper about these squirrels out here.

E: trashcan carrying cup in its mouth, not food, what are you doing?

D: shred it, make nest.  One time I saw a squirrel with its head in one of these and couldn’t get out.  Black walnut, sit out and watch the squirrels, that and the crows.  Then you know its spring.

P: a season when the crows come, they are there in early spring and late fall. Picnic point is good in early spring around Easter, the kinglets come back, and it’s a sure sign of spring.  What else is there, oh I don’t know. Beautiful, I hope it helps.
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