It took 91 lawyers, 17 student
court reporters from Madison
Business College and Madison
Area Technical College, plus a
special agent from the FBI to
assist Professor Stuart Gullickson
in teaching 79 students in his
Trial Advocacy course during the
past spring semester.

The students were divided into
three sections. Usually the law-
yers taught in teams of four. Most
teams demonstrated the examina-
tion of a witness in which the at-
torneys were the judge, witness,
and opposing counsel. For the bal-
ance of a class, the students were
divided into small groups and each
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was supervised by one of the law-
yers. The students then examined
a witness with students filling the
same roles and the teaching law-
yers conducting a critique.

According to Gullickson, the ob-
ject of the course is “to begin the
development of skills in examin-
ing witnesses.” It will not make
students into trial lawyers, nor
help them to decide whether they
can eventually become trial law-
yers.

“Not enough is known about the
inner workings of peoples’ minds
to be able to make that predic-
tion,” he said. “We don’t know
how to measure the human

The following lawyers participated:

qualities which produce
courtroom success. Intelligence is
one of them, but intelligence alone
is not enough. Advocates also
need an innate understanding of
human nature, a barrel of com-
mon sense, and the tenacity of
bulldogs. They must be both sensi-
tive and objective; both self-dis-.
ciplined and flexible. They must
be so stable emotionally that they
can frequently ‘lose’ in public (as
lay people, not as trial lawyers,
perceive who ‘loses’ law suits), be
so honest that they can resist
pressures from clients for results
at all costs, and be so ethical that
their standards can undergo
public scrutiny in every trial.”
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