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	Abstract: In his April 2013 interview with Abigail Miller, Patrick Grube talked about his experiences in the Navy. He joined his senior year of high school through a late entry program and was discharged in 2010. Grube spoke about his ship's deployment and their orders to wait off the coast of the Koreas as a deterrent against North Korea launching missiles at Hawaii. Grube discussed his knowledge of the destroyer, its history, and its capacity. He covered the following topics; enlistment, the Navy, the G.I. Bill, the Wisconsin G.I. Bill, the Post 9/11 G.I. Bill, reenlistment, discharge, and life after discharge. 
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Interview Session (April 18, 2013): Digital File

Time 	Keywords

00:00:00	Start of Interview/Soundcheck

00:00:35	Question: Your deployment off the coast of North Korea? Answer: Patrick Grube (PG) was at the end of a deployment on a destroyer in the Pacific Ocean when North Korea began issuing missile threats aimed at Hawaii. His destroyer was the closest one with the capability of shooting down missiles; their deployment was extended and they were stationed off the coast of the Korea for two months.

00:04:31	Question: Other times you have been called in because of threats? Answer: Yes. Some instances were off the record, but there were a couple of other times he was stationed off of the Koreas. They conducted scenarios in the Mediterranean in the case other countries started shooting missiles.

00:06:44	Question: The ship you were stationed on? Answer: PG was stationed on a destroyer, the U.S.S. Russell. He talked about the role of the destroyer and how it was a jack of all trades. He detailed the difference between a flight 1 and a flight 2 destroyer, and talked about the history of the destroyer, from World War II to the present. He mentioned a mission he went on to guard an Iraqi oil platform; only the U.S.S. Russell had anti-air capabilities. Nevertheless, the carriers could order his ship around, because destroyers have Captains on board while carriers have Admirals. His ship is used for night air missions because of their mask lights.

00:11:58	Question: Enlistment? Answer: PG entered the Navy during his senior year in high school; he went through a late-entry program. He was 17 years old and his parents had to sign the forms. He went to the nearby Navy base for physical training, and went through physical check-ups to make sure he kept in shape. PG was sent to Basic Training a year late due to this program. He talked with the recruiter to determine what he wanted to specialize in, deciding on electronics and computers. He had a choice where he would be stationed and decided on Pearl Harbor in Hawaii.

00:19:32	[no question] Grube reached the end of his contract and began thinking about whether he wanted to reenlist or be discharged. The Navy has a website that he used to check open positions around the world. As an electronics specialist, he would have to take a shore rotation, unless he wanted to volunteer for Iraq or Afghanistan. He wanted a position in Sicily, but the transfer there was too costly and would require a one year deployment to Iraq or Afghanistan. PG was burning out and wanted some down time, but there were no open positions he wanted, so he chose to be discharged and started going to school at the University of Wisconsin – Madison.

00:22:00	Question: Discharge process and organizations to help with the transition? Answer: PG admitted that transitioning out of the military is not easy. If a soldier is lucky, he or she can take a short class to help the transition between military and civilian life. If unlucky, he or she receives no preparation. PG was deployed at the end of his service and used the leave he had accumulated to take a month off and start the transition process. He was sent back from the Persian Gulf about a week early in order to start his medical checkups and paperwork. In terms of programs and benefits, PG had less access than some when he returned to Wisconsin because there is one Naval Base with limited resources. He found the local county Veteran's office helpful. It helped him figure out which benefits he was qualified for. Grube mentioned organizations that help veterans with different aspects of benefits and civilian life, and that many campuses also have resources for veterans.

00:30:12	Question: Are you using any of the current Bills? Answer: Grube is using the Post 9/11 G.I. Bill. He talked about the Montgomery G.I. Bill, which he signed up for during Basic Training, as well as boosters. He chose the Post 9/11 G.I. Bill because it pays for school, gives a housing allowance, provides and money for books. He briefly discussed the original G.I. Bill passed during World War II; studies have shown that it reaped between two and eight times the upfront cost through the employment of the soldiers because they paid taxes over time. Grube called both past and present Bills great recruiting tools because they guarantee education to people who might not otherwise afford it.

00:33:15	Question: Anything else? Answer: PG discussed the Wisconsin G.I. Bill and its origins. Combined with the Montgomery G.I. Bill, it was roughly equivalent to the Post 9/11 G.I. Bill. Anyone from Wisconsin who served in the military could use it, regardless of whether they were already using a federal G.I. Bill. A clause in the Wisconsin G.I. Bill pushed people to go to school in another state, then return and use the Wisconsin G.I. Bill for graduate school. Governor Walker removed that clause, and is trying to open the G.I. Bill to more people. Currently, a veteran has to be a resident to qualify during their service, so Grube was paying Wisconsin state taxes while in the Navy, but he knew about the Wisconsin G.I. Bill and knew it would be beneficial in the future to keep his Wisconsin residency.

00:37:00	Question: Other topics? Answer: Grube had a lot he could expand on, but talked a little about Navy initiation rituals and their history, including the 'Crossing the Line', also known as the 'Pollywog to Shellback.’ He detailed the history of the initiation, and the initiation itself. The initiation started as a way to have fun during tough times, and continues because it is tradition. Other Naval traditions carry over, such as ranks between countries. There are universal signs to determine the rank of many people within the Navies of different countries. He finished with his view on veterans from other wars, and his respect for every veteran.

00:45:16	Grube mentioned doing the Veteran's Museum interview. We thanked each other.

00:46:01	End of Interview
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