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Tape 1/Side 1

00:0019	James Leary was born in Rice Lake, Wisconsin, in 1950. He describes the 	multiethnic composition of the town.

00:02:24	His father was an editor and publisher for the local newspaper. His parents met 	at journalism school at Columbia.

00:05:28	JL describes his paternal grandfather, who was a journalist and a state legislator.

00:06:13	His parents’ careers influenced his cosmopolitan, multi-cultural outlook.

00:08:28	His father served in the Army in World War II and was a prisoner of war. In 	1960 his family traveled to Europe and visited various sites where his father had 	been during the war.

00:11:06	JL’s ancestors on both sides came from Ireland.

00:14:32	He talks about the roots of his career as a folklorist.

00:15:48	JL describes his youth in Rice Lake.

00:19:59	He talks about his Catholic upbringing and his current view of religion. He liked 	the relationship between Catholic liturgy and the seasons.

00:24:27	High school education and sports.

00:31:14	End of side.

Tape 1/Side 2

00:31:15	James Leary discusses the intellectual impact his parents had on him.

00:33:51	He studied at Scotch College in Melbourne, Australia in 1967. He describes 	Australian society, including issues of Americanization and race.

00:47:01	JL describes his travels in Australia.

00:48:50	He returned to Rice Lake for his senior year of high school.

00:51:44	Political events of 1968.

00:54:39	JL attended the University of Notre Dame. Political climate on campus.

00:57:52	He describes influential professors with whom he studied at Notre Dame.

01:02:33	End of side.  End of tape.

Tape 2/Side 1

01:02:36	James Leary talks about his education at Scotch College in Australia in 1967.  	There he specialized in history, geography, and literature.

01:04:58	He describes an advanced literature course he took at Notre Dame.

01:10:53	JL was interested in the populist dimensions of literature, art, and language.  	During his sophomore year he began to pursue the study of folklore.  

01:17:22	He went to the School of Irish Studies in Dublin, Ireland during the summer.

01:19:42	Uncertainty about what his future career would be.

01:23:35	JL received a fellowship to pursue graduate study in the folklore program at the 	University of North Carolina. He describes his thesis about American and 	Australian frontier outlaws.

01:24:29	He received his master’s degree in 1973 and pursued his PhD at Indiana 	University that fall.

01:24:51	JL married on the same weekend he graduated in 1972.

01:26:24	The 1970s were good years for studying folklore because of the progressive, 	populist character of contemporary politics.

01:29:31	JL describes his folklore professors at North Carolina and Indiana. He also 	describes the folklore program at Indiana.

01:33:54	End of side.

Tape 2/Side 2

01:33:55	James Leary continues to talk about his graduate education in folklore at Indiana 	University. He held a job writing annotations of current folklore publications.

01:37:11	He completed his PhD in 1977. He talks about writing his dissertation.

01:41:35	JL describes his field work on campsite legends and the verbal folklore of rural, 	working-class groups.

01:46:40	Field work on Wisconsin folklore led to his teaching a course at UW-Barron 	County in the summer of 1975.

01:52:06	Meeting with Robert Gard at the University of Wisconsin. JL talks about the 
	students who took his folklore course at Barron County. Desire to draw greater 
	attention to Wisconsin folklore.

01:58:20	He took jobs to support himself while writing his dissertation. In 1976 JL helped 
	write a grant for the National Endowment for the Humanities. He interviewed 
	immigration historians in the upper Midwest as part of a job with 
	UW-Milwaukee.

02:05:14	End of side.  End of tape.

Tape 3/Side 1

02:05:15	James Leary discusses his work in the summer of 1976 for the Smithsonian 
	Institution Office of Folklife Programs. This work helped JL establish his 
	reputation as a specialist on the upper Midwest.

[bookmark: _GoBack]02:11:45	JL was hired as an assistant professor at the University of Kentucky in 1977.  The following year he received a grant to do field work on joke-telling in Portage 
County, Wisconsin.

02:15:01	In 1978 he collaborated with the Minnesota State Folklore Program on a summer 
	field documentation project among workers on an iron range.

02:16:02	JL spent the summer of 1979 and then a year’s leave from 1980-81 to work for 
	Northland College on the documentation of traditional music of people on the 
	south shore of Lake Superior.

02:18:22	Robert Gard tried to establish a Wisconsin Folklore Society.

02:22:07	JL describes the backlash against folklore among faculty members in the English 
	department at Kentucky. He was denied tenure. There was no coherent 
	sequence of folklore courses and the program withered.

02:29:09	Political activities in Lexington.

02:30:28	JL lists the key players among UW faculty who began to establish a folklore 
	program at Wisconsin in the early 1980s.

02:33:27	He taught a Wisconsin folklore course at the University of Wisconsin during the 
	summer of 1984.  

02:34:32	Field research on German musical traditions in Wisconsin.

02:35:07	JL and his family moved to Madison in January 1985 after Kentucky had denied 
	him tenure. He worked on the German folklore project and planned to teach his 
	summer course on Wisconsin folklore the following summer.

02:36:33	End of side. 

Tape 3/Side 2

02:36:43	James Leary continues to discuss his move to Madison, Wisconsin.

02:37:45	He and his wife were hired to survey folk art in Wisconsin in 1986.

02:39:21	JL became a visiting professor at UW to teach one course per semester.

02:40:11	He and his wife did various contract jobs for the Wisconsin Folk Museum and 
	other institutions.

02:41:19	Job opening to teach folklore at UW with a tenure home in the anthropology 
	department.  Dean E. David Cronon refused to allow JL to interview for the 
	position.

02:44:41	Move to Mount Horeb.  He and his wife worked for the Wisconsin Folk 
	Museum.

02:46:17	In 1988 JL was hired one-third time to teach one course per semester on 
	Wisconsin folklore at UW.  He also had a part-time position in liberal studies to 
	conduct weekend and evening outreach seminars.

02:47:52	He gradually solidified his position at UW.  He received campus awards for his 
	work.  Associate Dean Judith Craig asked JL to deliver a Founder’s Day talk.  
	Although he was classified as academic staff he was doing faculty work.

02:50:32	Hopes for being hired as faculty member.

02:55:41	In 1998 he was hired as director of the Folklore Program but remained academic 
	staff.

02:58:02	JL relates how Scandinavian Studies became his tenure home when he became a 
	tenured professor in 1999. 

03:02:43	Cluster hiring for three faculty members to teach languages and folklore of the 
	upper Midwest.  

03:03:10	A grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities helped JL establish the 
	Center for the Study of Upper Midwestern Cultures.

03:05:45	End of side.  End of tape.

Tape 4/Side 1

03:05:47	James Leary describes courses he teaches for the Folklore Program.

03:06:51	Introduction to American Folklore.

03:10:04	JL describes his students and his typical course requirements.

03:14:29	Scandinavian-American Folklore course.

03:14:48	Field Methods and the Public Presentation of Folklore course.

03:17:48	JL evaluates the state of student interest in folklore.

03:21:08	He comments on the national reputation of Wisconsin’s Folklore Program and 
	compares it to similar programs at other universities.

03:22:51	JL plans to explore the establishment of a graduate program in folklore under the 
	wing of Scandinavian Studies.

03:26:14	He comments on the quality of students at UW-Madison.

03:28:12	JL describes the evolution of his research interests.  Current research about 
	Norwegian legends in the New World and comical stereotypes of Scandinavian 
	immigrants.  Influence of Garrison Keillor.

03:36:25	End of side.

Tape 4/Side 2

03:36:27	James Leary describes his research on traditional music.

03:42:49	Production of museum exhibits.

03:49:29	JL talks about being a Wisconsin native and how this influences his style, research interests, and politics.

04:05:29	He comments on the relationship between the University of Wisconsin and the 
	state legislature.

04:07:29	End of side.  End of tape.

Tape 5/Side 1

04:07:31	James Leary continues to discuss relations between the university and the state 
	legislature.

04:09:50	Remaining links with Rice Lake.

04:11:55	He comments on chancellors and deans under whom he has worked.  He praises 
	Chancellor David Ward for introducing cluster hires.

04:17:45	JL talks about his working relationship with Phillip Certain, dean of the College 
	of Letters & Science.

04:21:58	He describes problems confronting the current dean of L&S, Gary Sandefur.

04:22:51	JL reflects on the impact of contemporary politics on the university.

04:28:31	End of side.  End of tape.  End of interview.
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