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Interview Session (April 17, 2003): Tapes 1-3

Tape 1/Side 1

00:01:12	Jack Dennis talks about growing up in Oklahoma.  He paid his way through college by delivering newspapers and working as a commercial artist.

00:03:14	His family was non-political.

00:04:43	JD describes the education and activities of his high school years.

00:05:21	Despite intending to study art, he majored in "letters"—an interdisciplinary liberal arts program—at the University of Oklahoma.

00:08:50	Some influential professors encouraged him to apply for the Rhodes Scholarship.

00:09:57	JD discusses the origins of his interest in social science and political science.

00:10:42	He talks about his successful candidacy for the Rhodes Scholarship.

00:12:45	After graduating from the University of Oklahoma and earning a bachelor's degree at Oxford University, JD served as an ROTC officer.

00:14:38	He describes his tutorial experience as a Rhodes Scholar at Oxford University.  He goes on to describe his professors at Oxford.

00:22:54	JD talks about the type of political science taught at Oxford while he was there.

00:26:21	He gradually decided to pursue graduate study in political science.

00:28:37	JD served for six months in army intelligence and then six years in civil affairs in the reserves.

00:29:24	End of side.

Tape 1/Side 2

00:29:27	Jack Dennis speaks about his decision to attend the University of Chicago to pursue graduate study in political science.  He was particularly attracted to Chicago because the faculty there taught a new, theoretical, behavioral brand of political science.

00:30:57	He describes the aims and methodology of a major research project with his advisor, David Easton, on children in politics.

00:37:41	JD finished his graduate work in 1962 and stayed at Chicago as a research associate.  He talks about being recruited by different schools.  Leon Epstein recruited him to come to the University of Wisconsin.

00:40:34	His two main interests were political theory and behavioral political science.

00:42:07	JD talks about the political science faculty at UW in the 1960s.  He was responsible for teaching a required methods course to graduate students.

00:44:29	JD stood out as the specialist among faculty in behavioral and quantitative methods.

00:46:28	He was too busy teaching and conducting research to pay attention to the department.

00:47:08	He talks about his closest companions in the political science department, including Austin Ranney.

00:52:23	Behavioralists have always been the minority in the political science department.  He considers political science at Wisconsin a "late bloomer."  

00:55:19	End of side.  End of tape.

[Tape 2/Side 1]

00:55:23	Jack Dennis recollects his memories of student unrest in the 1960s.  He had no involvement in any campus events and thinks that the political science department as a whole was unaffected.

00:5932	JD became interested in studying student activism.

01:01:24	He describes different topics he researched over the course of his career: political socialization, legitimating of governments, the idea of the party system, and electoral behavior.

01:08:03	He thinks his best and most methodologically sophisticated work has been his legitimacy research.

01:11:29	Technological advances have made research easier, particularly in analyzing survey data.

01:14:56	Technology makes it easier to tailor questions to specific segments of the survey audience.  It also allows for more in-depth analysis of the survey population.

01:16:39	JD taught a wide range of courses–around 18 or 20 courses in all.  These included American political theory, political psychology, and electoral behavior, among others.  Although he came to dislike large lectures on American government, he always enjoyed teaching on political psychology.

01:2210	He lists some of his most notable graduate students, including Diana Owen.

01:24:32	JD talks about his administrative career.  He directed the Data and Program Library Service for six years beginning in 1965.  He chaired the political science department from 1978 to 1981.  He also served as an associate dean in the College of Letters & Science.

01:26:02	End of side.

Tape 2/Side 2

01:26:15	Jack Dennis chaired an administration review committee for the College of Letters & Science.  

01:27:22	He also chaired a committee that attempted to solve the problem of teaching assistants in the wake of the TAA strike.

01:28:49	JD served on graduate school committees that addressed patents and grant oversight.

01:29:34	He talks about becoming chair of the political science department.

01:32:07	JD discusses the disruption caused by the TAA strike during his chairmanship.  As many as six of his colleagues cancelled their classes.

01:35:28	JD appointed a department chair on the psychology department.

01:37:55	He thinks that administrative experience is best forgotten about once it has been completed.

01:38:48	He was willing to serve as an associate dean of L&S under the leadership of Dean David Cronon.

01:39:54	As associate dean, JD encountered problems from the history and anthropology departments.

01:41:54	He describes the collegial environment among the L&S deans. 

01:44:36	Donna Shalala came into conflict with Donald Crawford and L&S because she wanted to micro-manage the college’s affairs.

01:47:10	Compared to political science departments at other universities, the department at UW was the most collegial because of its eclectic mix of approaches, methods, and fields of study among its faculty.  However, JD often disagreed with departmental decisions about personnel and program issues.  He thought that collectively the department was “dumb” whereas individually the faculty were bright.

01:51:50	JD talks about the decision-making process of faculty in the political science department; he thinks his colleagues often exhibited a “collective irrationality.”

01:55:08	End of side.  End of tape.

Tape 3/Side 1

01:55:08	Jack Dennis contrasts the decision-making of the political science faculty with that of the history department.  He also talks about a disputed chair appointment.

01:58:16	The UW political science department has prospered by maintaining the quality of its faculty through the years.  Herbert Kritzer in particular bolstered the department’s quantitative program.

02:01:17	The department is distinctive in its broad range of fields of study.  He thinks the strong offering in the comparative field gives the department an advantage over political science departments at other universities.

02:03:06	The political science department has made contributions to leadership of APSA and administrative service on campus.

02:05:05	Colleagues have had no impact on his own political thought.

02:08:02	JD’s administrative service has influenced his outlook on the practice and study of political science.

02:08:59	End of side.  End of tape.  End of interview.
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