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Abstract:  In his June 2012 interview with Christine Haas, Dave Eick details his experiences as a gay man born and raised in Wisconsin. He talks about his experiences coming out as a gay man in Madison.  He shares his employment progression through various management positions, to his eventual leap into bar ownership.  He discusses the following topics: coming out, climate in Madison, Club 5, Gay softball league in Madison, Ed Grunewald’s life and death, recent remodel of Club 5, New name of club “5”,  Madison Pride Fest, El Grupo Vita, Luna Bonita, the Barracks. This interview was conducted for inclusion into the UW-Madison Oral History Program.
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First Interview Session (June 06, 2012): Digital File

Time	Keywords
00:00:00	Start of Interview/Interviewer’s Introduction


00:00:07	Question: Can you tell me your age?
	Answer:  49


00:00:18	Question:  Your date of birth?
	Answer:  October, 1962


00:00:25	Question:  Tell me a little about your childhood?
	Answer:  Grew up in Hartford, WI.  Two younger sisters. Father a teacher, passed away in 1994.  Started his journey after his father’s death.


00:00:45	[no question] Left home after high school, worked as hired hand on uncles farm and went to tech school for small business management.  Started working for Pizza Hut, moved to Stoughton WI. Within six months promoted to manager.  Worked for Pizza Hut of Southern WI for 13 years; brought him to Madison.  


00:02:11	[no question] Worked five jobs after leaving Pizza Hut.  Cooking at a restaurant, Aldi Foods- Manager, Club 5 as a door person, helped open Red Robin in Monona, Helped friend remodel his restaurant.  Used to working a lot.  Kept him busy.


00:03:00	[no question] Coming out story, I always knew he was gay, never good time to come; out living with family. Didn’t like who he was becoming, felt trapped- needed to be true to self.  Went to “Club 5” (bar) alone, sat in corner.  Owner “Ed” Edward  Grunewald came over and talked to him, felt comfortable.  Made life long friends.  Came out to friends first, then family (Father passed never came out to him). 



00:04:56	[no question] Gay softball league in Madison.  Currently playing in 7th year; formed friendships thru Gay Softball tournaments.  His team has traveled to Palm Springs, Tampa, Orlando, Seattle, New York, Minneapolis, Washington D.C. and Chicago to play in tournaments.  Great way to meet people. Success, but at almost 50 years old, questions himself on how long he will continue.


00:06:33	[no question] Worked the door of Club 5 during “Happy Hour” picked up hours here and there. Six months later, after much convincing from Ed, he became assistant manager of Club 5. Worked every day with Ed, he took him under his wing and told him his history of being gay.  Ed came from Marshall WI, small community.  Ed discussed the history of his early days of his being a gay man.  He had had rocks thrown thru windows, snuck out to cars – afraid for their safety because they were gay.  Gave David a different perspective.


00:08:50	[no question] 1998 - Club 5 opened after the “Hotel Fire” (Hotel Washington).  Ed had previously been down town.  Building where the Essen House is there was a little bar on the corner called North Woods, used to be “Maneuvers”.  Ed owned it with Bob Worm who still owns Essen House.  Opened Club 5 because he felt the gay community could use another safe space.  Opened with a restaurant, dance floor, men’s bar “Barracks”, women’s bar “Fox Hole”; he latter added a patio.


00:11:00	[no question]  A year after he became Assistant Manager; he became manager.  Big step for him; felt other coworkers/people knew the community better, should have been given the position.  Great decision!  Every day was a different learning opportunity.  Ed had his way of doing things.  He gave a lot back to the community; more than most people were aware.  


00:12:25	[no question] The flu was going around the club, April of 2008.  Ed was sick.  He was NEVER sick.  Ed did the book work, asked him to come to the house and get bank bag.  Ed said he had to return next week to Dr. for a biopsy of his stomach.  David was told to keep it a secret.  Ed had big trip planned for the end of April to go to Cuba, said he wanted to stay rested.  (He was considered a legend in Cuba where his partner grew up in; when they returned he would have arranged for a huge pig roast, feed the community.  Bought things for family members; groceries, meds, toothpaste.)  Next Tuesday Ed called him to hospital; diagnosis was pancreatic cancer.  Told him he had 6 months to a year left to live.  


00:15:10	[no question]  Ed sent everyone out of the hospital room and told David he had 24 hours to decide if he wanted to buy the club; Ed had to sell it.  His partner lived in Cuba.  Exciting time in personal life just got the okay to purchase a house with partner.  Told Ed he would do his best.  By the end of that week Dr’s told Ed he had less than six months to live.  He first went in on April 4th, died 17 days later on the 21st.  Staff at Club 5 had only been told the night before of his illness.


00:18:42	[no question] Which brings us to where we are today; having just reopened the nightclub after its most recent remodel.  Women’s bar had been removed for dressing room; the Barracks has been changed into a patio bar.  We have changed things, taken a lot of stuff out; trying to make it not so exclusive that other people don’t feel comfortable here.  


00:20:12	Question:  It sounds like you had to take a lot on?
	Answer:  Yes, It was crazy.  Legal battles were draining.  Only 6 months ago got it straightened out.


00:20:32	Question:  What were the legal battles?
	Answer:    Ed had his partner in Cuba, and his family.  They fought over what belonged to whom.  The bar wasn’t being fought over, but neither side would release it.  David was stuck because he was being asked to sign a lease on property he didn’t own, finally was able to pay money to each party for them to sign off.


00:21:50	Question:  Ed was a philanthropist?
	Answer:  Ed cooked for family gatherings, he would bring a dish in an expensive bowl or plate that he bought for them to keep.  He did so much for the people in Cuba.  He volunteered on committees.


00:22:44	[no question] He was on the Madison Pride Board.  The board wanted him to run it like a business.  Nobody lost money, they paid their bills.  The community wanted more, where Pride had been just a small community event prior.  Negative side was that it was perceived (wrongly) by some to be a “Club 5” event.  Ed stepped down from board president in 2006, left a positive balance in account in 10’s of thousands of dollars.  Within a year that money was gone.  In 2008 it was announced there would be no pride fest.  People who knew Ed were happy he wasn’t around to see it.


00:26:38	Question:  What’s your take on why Madison Pride Board fell apart?
	Answer:  Mismanagement.  Mismanagement of funds.  There were issues with the treasurer.  They didn’t have the right checks and balances in place.  Many people could access the funds, and someone took it?  The board wanted to grow the festival and got more tents, food and entertainment but had more them they could pay for.  


00:29:30	[no question] Involvement in the community is way down.  The gay bars in town all think they should do their own thing.  This year Madison Pride Inc. is just sponsoring the parade with a possible gathering on King St.  It used to be something simple, where it was about community.  Now the bars are trying to have their own pride celebrations; in five years it might be that all Madison has for a pride fest is “Fruit Fest”, put on by Plan B.  Wishes that Bars could pick a time to celebrate together away from anyone’s own property, bars who wanted could chip it to sponsor something that everyone could afford to go to.


00:33:23	Question:  Do you think there is less community now vs. 10 years ago?
	Answer:  I unfortunately think its changing.  It’s hard to watch.  I personally haven’t gotten involved because I want to keep it separate from my business.  It could be simple, I don’t understand why.  The older members of the community want it simple, the younger ones want to be entertained.  Madison isn’t Milwaukee, bigger & better isn’t what’s going to work here.


00:37:00	[no question] Ed didn’t have to deal with the competition.  Make “5”, the best it can be.  If it isn’t what the community wants then we will have to deal with that.  We have a great amount of community in gay sports, softball, rugby & hockey all sustain them.  Unfortunately they all do their own things.


00:38:44	[no question] We work with the Latin community here two nights a week.  We have  El Grupo Vita & Luna Bonita gay events.  They want to integrate into the Latin community as a whole.  Wishes he knew what would work to bring the community together.


00:40:45	Question:  What about larger politics?
	Answer:  Day after election, it’s an odd time.  I think societies views are changing.  Our softball group has a lot of straight players.  They don’t care and think it is stupid.  Has family who doesn’t think gays should have the same rights as heterosexuals.  We can’t sit back and watch it be taken back.  Hospital rights shouldn’t be taken back from gay couples.  It isn’t a gay issue it is a human rights issue.  How many people should have to die alone, because of their sexual attraction?   Scott Walker wants to take those rights away from us.  My partner (Matt) of 8 years and I know that we love each other; we don’t need to be married.  I shouldn’t have to worry he won’t be there with me if I was dying.  Our voices need to be heard!  


00:48:00	[no question] This is a time in our community that is what Pride was about.  It was about getting together, supporting each other; simply a place to see gay people in the community. 


00:50:02	Question: What year did you 1st go; what were your feelings walking in?
	Answer:  2003, I was scared to death.  I had been in Madison for a year and ½ and had never gone out.  It wasn’t at all what I thought.  I thought it would be a bunch of people in drag & makeup.  It wasn’t like that at all.  There were rainbow flags and such, but it was just a bunch of gay people eating, drinking and socializing. It could be that again.  Finding money year to year to support it could be the best way to do Magic Picnic again.


00:57:00	[no question] Softball is sponsored by name on the shirt.  That’s it, no other financial support.  Gay Hockey & Rugby are self supportive as well.  I think we need to work together and just do it, make the opportunity for others to hang out in a park. 


00:58:24	Question: What role do you see “5” fitting into the community, roles?
	Answer:  As a bar you need to be cautious, it is a business.  As part of a gay business I think we should help out if we can.  I think paying our bills and supporting our community.  We donate to St. Jude’s, we sponsor as many riders for the AIDS ride each year.  I let groups come in and make money selling shots to help fund their groups.  


01:01:34	[no question] I think it needs to be an individual from the community who can bring the gay community in Madison together.  Not a business, that causes too many red flags. 


01:02:07	Question:  When you were running the door, what was that like?
	Answer:   I loved working the door.  I got to meet everybody that way. It was so much fun; I met my first drag queens running the door.  See people who are coming out for the first time.  It was safe for me, because I was working!


01:03:42	[no question] Part of the reason we remodeled the Barracks was because times are changing. People met each other online; they don’t have to go to the bar to find each other.  Gay men didn’t need the space.  Lesbians and other women didn’t like it, who wants to bring a straight relative in here wondering what they might see on one of the TV screens (gay porn).  I want a place where everyone is comfortable; I don’t want anybody thinking there is an area in the bar where they shouldn’t be.  


01:05:12	Question:  Why were the separate bars put in originally?
	Answer:  I think Ed was trying to mimic the “Hotel”, where they had Rods, and Barbers Closet.  He wanted each group to have their own area to socialize, but share community as well.  


01:06:42	Question:  Do you know why the woman’s bar was removed?
	Answer:   After Ed passed away the bar needed to be updated, part of that was to give the woman new space.  It never took hold.  So we just changed it into general bar space away from the dance floor.  It took off!  Same with removal of the Barracks, we need to make it a space for everyone.


01:09:12	[no question] I think that the porn being played on the TV’s was a defense mechanism to keep everyone (except gay men) out of the space (Barracks), it was a built in guard.  When we remodeled, I wanted to keep the physical space the same, just remove the porn.  It was hard for me to promote my own bar.  I couldn’t invite the girls from the bank down for a drink without saying “but don’t go into the back bar, you won’t like what you see…”  Now it is an inviting space for everyone.  It has unisex bathrooms, new bar, new stuff on walls; a quite place for people to talk and socialize.


01:11:32	[no question] We removed art work, the BIG rainbow triangle from out front is gone.  I’m proud to be gay, but I don’t have a bumper sticker on my car.  I guess it is out of respect for all of society that I felt the need to remove it.  Straight people don’t run around with stickers saying their straight.  I think it creates another barrier.  That’s why the triangle is gone; I didn’t want anyone thinking they couldn’t come in because they weren’t gay.  I want people to come into the bar and think “Oh, Gay people aren’t freaky”, this bar is normal.  Maybe it’s my way of hoping to educate society so when the next big “Vote” comes up they will be less likely to believe the anti-gay rhetoric.  It IS a business decision as well; it’s too early to tell if the community will accept it as it is now.


01:14:31	Question:  What kind of response have you gotten?
	Answer:  The older clientele who were used to what the Barracks was have been negative towards the change.  They are a very small group, they are vocal, but they are still coming in.  I’m confident that the switch had to happen, I want to move, grow and change.  It is different. It was necessary.

01:16:28	Question:  If Ed were here, what do you think he would say about what you’ve done?
	Answer:  I think he would be shocked.  It is drastically different on the inside.  He would holler at me about how much I’ve spent on improving the building, and developing its image.  He would be happy we are still here, helping the community.  He might also be surprised that we’ve made it past 10 years most gay bars can’t last longer than that.  He would be proud I think.  He might wonder where the hell his men’s bar went.  


01:18:40	[no question] Ed saw what the smoking ban did to the tavern industry; social networking has/is doing to the gay bars.  It was scary to make the changes I’ve made, I knew it was time.


01:20:09	File closed.
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