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THE FORSYTH PAPLRS

Among the manuseripts in the Draper Collection are

the personel papers of vhomas rorsytn, an indian agent. Lhese

papers include three volumes concerned wi.h the affairs of
two agencies, one (0the fotawatoni and the ow.ner to the
Sauk and rox, during the years 16li-1830; letters from i.e
ouperintendent of Indisn affairs, Jilliam ¢lurk,and from
tinian .dwerds; Indian agency accounts; rorsyth's officisal
correspondence with the Secretsry of +Jar, and the Suverin-
tendent of lndian affairs,; the instructions and letters
received by rorsyln; and an sccount oi ithe manners and
customs oi the Sauk and rox. Complemeniary to those in
the ~raper Collection are a set of letters of worsyth to
Wwilliam Clark during the years 1811-32 in the Lissouri
distoricel ocociety. rhotosiat copies of tae originals
are in the possession ol the wisconsin ..istoricel society.
the wisconsin zistorical socilety =lso nas typewri.ten cop-
ies oi the correspundence of ihomas rorsyth and william
Clark selected from the Lesson Collection in the Missouri
nistoricel wociety.

Generally speaking, these pepers are concerned
wilh the adninistrsation of lndlan affairs, Indian life
and character oi wihicn rorsyth had considerable knowledge,

fur treding ccaditicns, and adjustments on the frontier.
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These papers contain little concernirg contempurery political

progress or sccial adjustoment. Yhis is only natural because

forsyth, belonging a&s te di. to tne wsrench-.aglisin iruding per-

iod, was coupletely out of symvalny with tne growing civiliza-
tion in the .est and had no conception of the smerican Indian

icy as it developed during nis years as indien agent. de

v

ot

DO
saWw the Indien at &1l times frowm a +ireder's point of view.
1. %Yhomas lForsyth
forsyth was born at Letroit, lecember b, 1771. His

father, william Forsyth, "a ccoteh lrishnen” came to lew York
from oleackwater, Ireland, in 17850. 1n 1759, he was at <uebec
with wolfe Lsrom there he was sent with nis garrison to Letroit
where ne afterwards seitled, keplt & teavern, and engaged in the
fur trade. There ne married therwidow £inzie, mother of John H.
KinzZie. illiam Jorsyth is said to have vefriended :merican
prisoners during the Zevolution and also to have been opposed to

the britisnu employing the Indians tc fight sgainst the ameri-
cans.l Thomas Jorsyth was brought up in vetroit snd received
enough common school educction to enable him later to carry on
hié public and private businees. while <till a young man, ne
engaged in the Indian trade. In 1793, he left wvetroit with John
Kinzie, who was & trader, with whom he remsined fifteen months.

ce continued at the irade witn a Scotech merchant named

namned Sharp. Forsytr winitered several seasons on

£
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Saginaw Bay and as early as 1798 wintered on an island in
the ilississippi River. By this time, he had gone into
business for himself. dior several years, he traded with
the Lndians west of the iississippi.® In 1802, he had
established a trading post at Chicago in ovartnership with
Jonn winzie and Zobert rorsyth. In 1804, tney established
a trading post at leoria dnd Forsyth was placed in charge
of the establishment there.® sn e amination of the sctual
details of the trader's life at Peoria helps in an under-
standing of Forsyth's later attitude in Indian affairs.

4% this time, no one felt that the Ihdian
title had been extinguished in Illincis. By special con-
gideration, the group of rrench Canadians arcund Feoria
did hold title to their property. +hen Forsyth came there,
the village consisted of about eighteen or twenty families,
all irench or mixed blood. Iilost of the inhsbitants were
traders, voyageurs,or boatmen. <reoria was a strategic
trading post, fbr the sbundance of fish and game made it
nossible for unusually large numbers of Indians to live
in this section of the country. It was on the edge of the
frontier, two hundred miles from any settlement, and formed
a connecting link between the setilements on the Liississippi

and Canada. “he peonle of reoria had no allegiance to

Reynold's Pioneer Mistory of Illinois (Chicago,1887)
P.248.

v. 2 Draper lianuscripts,.225102
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any government and no law except their own village ordin-
ances. The article was written in 1831, but the traders
gave credit to the ipdlans in 1831 in the same manner as
had been the case for the last sixty or eighty years. "That
is, articles which ere passed on credit are given at very
high prices. Iormerly, when opposition and competition

in Indian trade were great, traders would sell in the
spring of the year, payment down, for less than & half of
prices at which they charged the :zame articles to the same
Indisns on credit the preceding autumn. Lhis was sometimes
the occasion of broils and quurrels between traders and
Indians particularly when the latter made & bad huant. Lhe
following are prices cnarged for scme articles given on
credit to Sauk and Fox Indians who are compelled to take
goods of the trader &t their very high prices because they
cannot do without them, for if traders do not supply their
necessary wents and enable them to suoport themselves, they
would literally stsrve. 4an Indiun takes on credit from

the trader in the autumn, a three point blanket at ten dol-

lars, the cost of which in England was 8.52, & rifle
gun st $30.00, -cost ,;13.00, a pound of gunpowder at ,4.00,
cost $00.20. +the Indian thus »ays forty four dollars for

goods worth ¢16.72 and with 25, auced for expenses, .20.90.
If the indian pays all of his debts the trader ig g gainer
of more than 100,,. But it must be here observed that

the trader takes for 1.00 a lsrge buckskin which may




weigh six pounds, Saventy two doeskins, four muskrats,
_four or five racoons,-or he ailows the Ilndian 3.00 for

an otter skin, or §2.00 & pound for beaver. Im my opinion,
the dollar which the trader receives of the indian is not
established too high at $1.25 and perhaps in some instances
at 41.50., in the spring, the trader lowers the price

on all goods and will sell & three point blanket for ,5.00
and other articles in proportion, as he receives the furs
down on payment, as the indian alwsys reserves the finest
and best furs for the spring trade. In the sutumn, the
trader carefully avecids giving credit to indians on any
costly erticles, such as silverworks, wampum, scarlet
cloth, and fine bridles, unless he knows the indian will
pay all of his debts, in which case, he allows the Indian on
credit everything he wishes. uraders always prefer giving
on credit gunvowder, flint, lead, knives, tomahawks, hoes,
domestic cloth, at the rate of three or four hundred
percent and if one quarter of the prices of these

articles be paid, he is amply paid. «~fter all the trade

is over in the spring, it is found that some Indians have

peid all for which they were credited, others one nhalf, one

quarter, and one third. <he trader has received on an average

one half of the whole of the amount of indian dollars for
which he gave credit the preceding asutumn, and calls it
tolerable business, that is, if furs bear a good price, the |

trader loses nothing, but if there is any fall in prices, he
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loses money." &

The system described above thus safeguarded the
traders from the vagaries of the Indian trade and suited the
Indians in as far as they understood it. <the difficulty was
thet the lndians 4id not understand the difference between |
debit and credit. vhey were perfectly willing to exchange a
season's hunt for a season's outfit but they 4id not understand
that a season's hunt might not be worth & season's outfit. 4and
it later came to be the custom for the traders to claim a
large amount of the Indian annuities for debts due them for the
non-payment of credits given tc the Indians &t different peri-
ods,-a practice forsyth as indian agent biiterly denounced.

The British controlled the fur trade of the North
West until after the war of 1812. Down uutil 1796 when the
military posts were surrendered, Ameficans were excluded from
the fur trade in the iorth west. forsyth kept his allegiance
to Great Britain down to that year. iFrom that time on, it is
difficult to say what his position was. dis enemies always
claimed he wes under Sritish influence, iis son, Robert,
when guestioned by Dr. Jraper thought thet his father was a
secret agent of the United States from gbout the time he
located in Peoris in 1804 and .hought it very likely that to
be useful to the United States, his father had to feign
friendship for the British.6 He undoubtedly kept on good terms

witnh the Lritish at least down to 1812, for with the cousmerce

bDraper llanuscript ,6i-152

®viq, 258,99




7.
of the ..orthwest in the hands of sritish traders operating
from venada, he would have to get his goods from
one of the mercantile houses in Cansada.

‘he main distributing center for the furtrade
was at llontreal, but there were branches st wehilkimakinac
and Detroit and it is probable that he obteined mogt of
his goods for the Ipdian trasde at the latter place.7
‘he important afticles of the trade were guns, nowder, and
shot, but there were also meanufactured goods such as blankets,
cotton cloth, kettles, knives, boots, blenkets, looking-
glasses, beads, and armbunds that Great sritain manufactured
especially for the trade. Lhe peltries that he obtained
in exchange for his goods he disposed of at ﬂetroit,_either
in the open market or to the outfitter from whom he had
received his goods on-crec¢it in the fall, and the outfitter
shipped them to iiontreal.

One of the features of the fur trade was its
adaptability to monopoly. Ly 1798, the Ludson bay Comnany
had destroyed the competition of the small traders. It
kept pushing them further and further back and undoubted-
ly eccounts for sorsyth's establishing himself dowa in
the lllinois country. Lhere had always been i tense rivalry
between different trading establishments in the Indisn coun-
try. ihen these small traders were pushed out, they trans-

ferred this hatred to the big monopolies.

Vﬁ. &. otevens' "Origin of the British Ffur irade.”

in lyssissippi valley uistorical Heview, LIL,P.179.
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4% St. Louis, a group of private merchanuts
to which lianuel Lisa, «illiam Clark, and suguste Chouteau
belonged, fought the great monopolies, the uudson say
Com any, and later the smericsn Iur Company. It was this
group that encouraged individual tr.de with the indians.
It is during this period,1804-1812, that rorsyth , while
continuing his connection at Uetroit, was estahlishing
trading, economic, and solitical connections with this
St. Louis group.

“he extent of zorsyth'é establishment at reoria
may te deduced from a copy of the losses by fire sustained
by iinzie and rorsyth in 1812 at reoria. ‘“he entire loss
estimated at $1,184.50 covered most of his versonal pro-
perty. .he list is intleresting in that it gives some cuncep-
tion of what an average irazder would possess. .he nouse
in wihich he lived, sixty feet long and eighteen feet wide,
was valued at $400. The furniture consisted of two cup-
boerds, valued at ;20; three tables valued at ,12; seven
chairs velued at 47; one bedstead at 4; one common desk
at 512; one small bedstead at $2. The livestock included
two horses at {100, one pair of oxen &t 60, seventeen
cows, calves and heifers and one bull at -;198, forty fowls
at 10. The tools listed were one grindstone at 43,
two axes, one round adze at $2, one hoe, /;1,o0ne hammer, ;, 50two
drawing knives, one open knife, one broad ax,.2, one large
gimlet,.50, one log chain, 45, one grindstone,. 3. The vehi-

cles were one old sled, ,2; one ox yoke,. 2; one oxcart,y4;
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one pair of cart wheels,y50; five pack saddles 5. There
wes also one plough. <The miscellanecus nousehold furnisihings
were not so extensive. <“here were two teapots, one churn,
one brass sieve, one crock of rog lard, one knife box,
twelve forks, one 0ld mattress, and one quire of writing
paper, >0cents. Lihere was also one lerge black tin tea kettle,
valued &t 5.00. ‘Then there were all sizes and conditions
of kettles, copper and tin. i+he provisions destroyed
consisted of ten bushels of corn,-.R0; oune hundred pounds of
tallow, u10: forty p.unds of beeswax,y5; forty pounds of
bacon,5; twenty-fcur pounds of maple sugar,y4; One Crocx
of hog lard,yl; one keg containing eighty-nine gallons of
whiskey, »16; and one and & half acres of corn and potatoes.
Pew articles belonging obviously to the indien
trade were listed. 4unparently, he kept just a few things such
88 earbobs and moccasins on hand through the sumer months.®
The men entrusted with administration in the
territories were not insensible to the power of these Indian
traders. In 1611, sovernor Ldwards appointed Forsyth as
Jugstice of the reace for the village of Peoria.g In that
same year, Willaim Clark is found correspohding with srosyth
over the stete of affairs st reorisa which was in t-e heart
of numerous nations of Indians. HForsyth's letter to Clark

written on Hovember 1, 1811, gives tne first hint that

8 Tesson Collection of lisnuseript, 44

Y Draper lanuscript, 6T-175
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Forsyth is angling for an appointment'as sub-agent to the
"Potawatami}o +he letter is gs follows,

"When in ot. Louis, I mentioned to you abeut the
agency. Should you think it proper to appoint & person here,
I flatter myself that I am as capable as any in all this
country as I spealr the Fotawatomie language and am acquainted
with the neighboring nations ang may say that I have some in-
fluence among the Potawatomie and many of the leading
charscters are rartially attached to me, and I am very well
acquainted with the geocgraphy of the country and manners
and customs of the Indiens. If you will endeavor to get
me the appointment, I will do my duty.” 11

Clark, who had beern apnointed agent of Indian
Affaeirs at 3t. Louis in 1811, was endeavoring to get appointed
88 agents at the most vital slaces men who had influence
With the Indians,-realizing that in case of war, the Iindians
would take the part of those with whom they traded.

In lay of 1812, arrangements were under way for
Forsyth's appointment. forsyth wrote to Clark on the 27th of
Uay that he had been t0 see Governor Edwards on the subject
of his appo . ntment as agent and that he had received Clark's
letter on the subject but that he could naot accept until he
got his partner J. Kinzie's concurrence. de demanded 600
& yeur and three rations a day, instead of the #400 & yecr
end one rulion & day that he had Leen offered on the grounds
thet it was impossible for any asgent to refuse & piece of

. 6T
10, Draper lenuscripts, 2P.171 & 178

|

!

11. Ibid 6T pp 172 §
|
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bread to an Indian when he came to his house, that is,
.if he wished to cultivate their friendship. ie was also
staying in Peoria that summer at the recuest of Governor LZdwards
although commercial transactions called him very much to
Detroit.lkZ

rorsyth received his appointment {that month. In
order to appreciate the position Forsyth found himself in as
Indisn agent, it is necessary to consider the official view

of Indian relstions and the role the Indian agent played

in Indian affairs.

POLITICAL RELALIONS WITH THE INDIANS DURING THE WAR COF
1812

The years of 1812 to 1816 mark a transition
period in our relations with the Indians. During the war,
official relations were still & matter for diplomascy. Iot
until after the war, do they becorie a domestic problem. For
until 1816, the lndian was more or less actively protecting
his claim to the lands either as an united confederation
egeinst the United State, 18l0-1812, or in alliance with
Great Lritain during the war between that ccuntry and the
United Stutes,

The subject of Ipdian relations had been one of
the many problems pressing upon the new government for Solu-~

tion, & problem which was difficult to meet, because

the relstion involved contact with an inferior civilization
12
Tesson Collectimn , lianuscript 2.1
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that did not fit in with the accepted theories of the
rnevolution, and was one that required more than philosoph-
ical generalizations to settle. Lhe following ststement of
John wuiney sdams is an example of the generally accepted
view of the situation et washington.

"The principle of the first settlers in paying
for thelndien lends the United States adopted and organized
into & political system. Under that system, the Indians
regident in the United States are independent in so far as
they live under their own customs end not under fhe laws
of the United States.":®

As to rights to the land, whenever they would
form settlements and cultivate the land, their possession
always is respected by the United States, and undoubtedly
elways will be. The greater part of the Indians can never
be prevailed upon to be civilized, their habiis and attach-
ments and prejudices are so averse to any settlements that
they will slways e hunters. It is imvossible for such

14 Their only right to

veople to be said to have possessions.
the land is the right to use il an hunting grounds, and when
the lands where they nunt become necessary or convenient

for the purpose of setilement, the solution adopted by the

United Stetes is an amicable arrengement witn them for

renouncing the right of hunting upon them, and for removing

Ly

léﬁge Writings of J. &, adams, ed. by .orthington C.
Ford, 17 Vole,llew York, 1913, Vol.V, P.122
14

.Mﬁ%%%ﬁﬁI%Efﬁ;zg*dadamﬂ*ed. . ¥. adams,12 Vols, Fhila.,
* - L 2
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to remoter regions beliler suited to their purposes and mode
of life.15 “hey are dependent in so far as not to have

any right to disp.se of their lands to any privete persons,
or to any pcwer other than the United -tates, and to be
under their protection alone and not under that of:any

other power.lo"

"This system of the United States is an improve-
ment upon &ll former practices of all Zuropean neticns.
Between it, and taking the lands for nothing or exterpinating
the Indians who had used them, there is no alternative.

To condenn vast regions of territory to perpetual barrenness

end solitude that & few hundred savages may find wild

beasts to nunt uson it, is a species of game nreserve not %o

be endured. It is the moral and religious duty of & nation

to settle, cultivate, and}improve their territory,-s princi-

plé perfectly recognized by the law of naticns,~- and it is

impossible to check its progress by a bond of paper purporting

to exclude posterity from itls natursl means of subsistence." L
Thomas Jefferson on this same subject expressed

the opinion,"If & coun.ry is thinly occupied by

another nation, the right of this nation must be respected.

But the United Stetes inthis case has the exclusive privilege

of acgquiring the nsative right by purchase or oiher just means.

1yemoirs of J. y. sdams,Bd.C.F. ~dsms, Vol.III,P.28

léWritings of J. 4o adams,nd. W. C. Ford,Vol.V,P.122

M iemoirs of J. Q. Adsms, Bd.C.#. ~.dams,Vol.ili,P.28
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This is called the right of preemption and is becoming
& principle of the law of netions."1o

James iiadison felt "that it was fhe ungualiiied
right of a civilized people to land used by peoples in the
hunter state on the principle that the earth was intended
for those who make it most conducive to sustenance and
the increase of the humen race.“19 Madison felt, too, that
the United States would be able to obtain by just means
eversthing from the Indians just as fa:t as public interest
required.zo |

The situation thus produced was an anomaly in gov-
ernment,-for independent powers within the limits of others
cleiming sovereign jurisdiction = were given to the Indians.zl
‘he result was that the United States treated the Indian
tribes as independent powers wnen it was convenient, or suited
its purpose; for example, in the making of treaties, the
Indian was trealed as any independent power would have
been, and & treaty similar to one msade With eny foreign
rower was drawn up. va the other hand, it was not assumed
by the United States that they were independent in their
foreign relations.

lioreover, none oif the compacts made and duly

lBWritings of Thomas Jeffe;so“,bd.Paul ~eicester rord,
(9 VoIS,,-ew 10rk, 1899 vol.V,P.1l66

1 9 .
Writings of James lladisgson, I1II1I,P2.55
[ 9 ?

201pid,7.55

, (Clevelandl907)

Vol o»k“u‘-)i’. N }.). 500
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ratified by the Unit=d States sSenste were ever consSidered
more tlhan tcmporary expedients. Jhere was no doubt in the
minds of the smerican people that the Indian in the working
of naturel circumstances ougiht to go and would go, but they
did went the process to be az painless us possivle, and con-
ducted with all the benevolence becoming an enlightened,
poewerful natiuon.

the Indian policy, therefore, in addition, to .ro-
viding for nilitary proteciion of the frontier against
Indien invasion ¢nd ésteblishing ireding houses to suppl: the
wanls of the lndians &ud free them from Tforeign .nfluence, as
part of the idea of Lenevolence, sent indian sgenls out to
live in or near the indian seltlemen.s, entrqsted with
carrying on political relations with the Indian tiribes. These
a:ents were to cultivate peace, confidence sanc affeciion, &
proiect the Indian ageinst wrongs from the «hites, humenize
their mi. ds, &and instfuct Them in such of the acts of civilized
life as tuhey were capable of receiving.(r

‘he government had early inm iuvs career conccived
the idea of establishing among the Indians, ageuats of respect-
able characisr, wiho would posSsess the opportunity, and
most likely the power, of regulating evenis as lhey should
arise, who would acquire a knowiedze of the charscier of

the most important chiefs and tie proper modes of managing

22, . g T . . . . s
american stele Papers, ioreisn and lndian aitalrs,
(2 vols., .+ashington,18cz,) Vol.l, -.65.
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them. uwhese agents were to &act purely in the mutual
interesis of tne united States and the Lndians.<® klany of
the early Indian treaties made provision for the maintenance
of wnite men among the Indians theoretically for their
benefit. Persistent effort was made to convince tne lndians
that such representatives were seut entirely Zor lheir
beneli ¢ and thet .he appointment wad really a great favor to
tre indian. »nd on the wncle, the Indians were inclined
to 100k upon the appointment of the white men as their agent
as an honor to them, because they recognized the superiority
of the white race and because it was convenient to have an
officer sble to transmit their complaints to the President.24

They were not conaected in any way with the factory
system, nor did the suvwerintendent of Indian trade haye any
intercourse with them, except in so far as he was directed by
the War uJepartment to forward supplies stipulated far by
treaty or‘presents when they were to be made.25 In 1793, a
law authorizing the appointment of Indian agents to reside.
among the Indians as protectors and friends was discussed
and instructions were given to obtain the ermission of
the Horthwest tribes for them.%® “his meant that their sta-
tus depsnded largely upcn the agreement madé with the per-

ticular tribe. In 1794, the osecretary of .ar recommended

2

[&N

smerican Stutle Pavers, Indian =ffairs, Vol.I,P.5.

41pia, Vol. II P.143

.
2?Ibid, Vol. 1L, P.264
°Tbid,Vel.I, P.340.
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to Congress that egents be appointed to reside in the
Indian towns.2’

The next reference to the progress of the
institution of Indiasn agencies was in & letter to Governor
St Clair written in 1800, which gives the following
information. "Through the instrumentality of resident agents,
it 1s hoped to render the visits of the Indians to the
seat of government less frequent and to extend the influence
0f the United States within these nations. <Lhe System
whiech begins to operate sensibly and satisfactorily, while
it eimsat ‘bettering their moral and physical condition,
also has a direct tendency to bring'them within & narrower
compass and places them more perfectly under the management
and control of the uUnited States. asgents competent iﬁ the
work are obliged¢ to reside constantly within +the indian
nations and have fixed allowances and receive instructions‘
from the Secretary of Jar. agents annually or oftener
return estimates of articles wanted in agencies Which,if
approved, sre purchased either at the seat of government or
wherever convenient and t ransmitted for distribution.2d

Information is difficult to find as to exactly

what were the powerz and duties of the ilndian agent, and

apparently the people connectod with the system had the

I

7American state Papers,Indisn affairs, Vol.I, FP.645

281pid,7.645
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same difficulty for inreading a report made in 1816, to the
Senate by Winlan Zdwards, Governor of Illinois Territory,

I came across the following statement: "The cowers and duties
of superintendents of Indian affairs and all other subordin-
ate agents are very imperfectly defined by any statute lsw
that I have seen, ané if there be any common law upon the sub-
ject, it is difficult 1o ascertain what it is. In the law

to regulate trade and intercourse with the Indians and to
prescrve peace on the frontier, the only powers granted to

the superintendent are (1) to grant licenses to traders, in
which he has no other discretion than to judge of the
sufficiency of the security required, (2) to revoke such
licenses for a transgression of the regulations and restric-
tions provided for the government of trade and intercourse with
the Indian tribes, (3) to bring suit upon such bonds as he
may have-taken.for the breacn of any condition therein con-
teined, (4) to grant licenses to purchase horses in he Indian
country,(5) under directions or instructions of the fresi-
dent of the United States to demand satisfaction for wrongs
done by the indians. =28 to Indian agents, the law is per-
fectly silent with regard to the powers and duties of them,

of superintendents in relation to them, and really L have
been much at & loss to “now waat order . could legally

g1lve Tu . ..03e¢ W10 n&ve be 1 divecied e resort 1o e wid
receive w1y ocderss, vut in general, L have bheen governed more
by what I conceived would conciliate the I,dians and pro-

mote their happiness and advance the interests of the govern-
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ment, than by any rule expressly or constructivly prescribed
by law.29

| Little practical thought was expended on
constructing a machinery to carry out the policy. «nd
even if they had been inclined to think out the details of
a system, there were not the necessary facts or imformation
as to the existing situation on whieh to construct = really
‘Workable plan. <surthermore, the problem was not one that
would readily be reduced to a general rule. The objection
mede by lr. Zustis, secretary of +«ar, to the location of
Indien affairs in the .ar Department was that slmost every
case had to be considered on its own merits and decided
by spedial rules. uhe system that naturally resulted from
such conditions was & disjointed, decentralized, inefficient
seffair that came far from carrying out the intention of
the policy the government evolved.

Ag esrly as 1816, the defects of the gystem were
evident to everyone connected with it, and when the Senate
called for a revort from the secretary of war, Governors
of territories, agents, anad Jub-agents, as to the state
of Indian affairs, there was a hearty response. From this
material I tried to reconstruct the mechanics of the systen.

The administration of indian affairs had been as-

signed in 1789 to the newly created .ar vepartment, but not

29smerican Stuite Papers.Ilndian affairs, Vol.lI, P.63.




7 20,
until much later was the administrative work taken up.
Crawford, the becretary of Jar, in his report as to the
state of Indian effairs expleins the var Department's
connection with the Indian agents. "The accounts of the
government for the several tribes in amity with us are still
returned and settled in the .ar Depastment. Frim the payment
of annuities to vearious Indian tribes within the United
States, & new species of jurisprudence has sprung up which
operates s a neuvy tax upon the time of the Secretary of
Jar. 211 losses of property by American citizens from
robberies, thefts, and depredations of the tribes are re-
munerated out of the annuities payable to them. wusvidence in

all these cases is extra-judicial and requires the examina-
tion and avprobation of the cecretary before remuneration
cen be m.de.?V Ihe complaints demanding redress were first
brought to the agent, usually badly stated: no legal testi-
monyfor Lndians by our institutions were prohibited from
taking oath. vhey were then taken up b the agent snd decided
on by a self_created judieial procedure aad this opinion
was then trunsmitted to the Secretary of Jar, who re-exaﬁined
the case and passed on it. Th:s was the only method to
follow, clumsy and round sbout &s it was, for scarcely any
of the complaints would have been sustained in a court of
law.51 fresents which are made to them, allowances,

settlements by the govermnment, every disbursement of money

8Vimerican state Fapers, Indian affairs, iI,£.67

®lipig,11,2.86
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connected with the Indians,except in the sreservation of
trode with them, has to receive the special sanction of the
head of this department. 4he duties incumbent upon ithis
officer resulting from the contrcl of the indian department
are so multifarious, so impossible to be reduced Within
general regulations, that a coasidegable portion of his
time is necessarily devoted to ﬁhemsbz
| fhe governors of the territories were ex-officio-
connected with the ujystem &as superintendents of indian sffairs
end had the administration of all relations witin the Indians
in their respective territories. Jhey called upon the agents
for any informetion that might be necessary for aseertain—l
ing any fact or circumstance relative to said indians. Lhey
gave the indian agents such instructions and advice as umight
be necessary, and not in compatible witk the laws and
instructions given under the immediate direction of the .res-
ident of the uUnited States. =~penis were %o correspond
witt the governors ol territories and communicate gensrally
with the war department throug: that channel and consider
themselves under the general direction of the governor.

Hot only were the relations between lhe govern-
ors and tneir subordinates left undefined, but there wa: &
furtrer difficulty described b, idwards in ais report. "Ag
superintendent of indian affairs, by virtue of my office
a8 governor, it woujd seem ny duties and oowers should

extend to all the Ipdians witnin the limits of my territory,

82 epicarn ~tate Capers, Indian «ffairs, 1L,-.67,
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yet & coordinatie power in some cases and exclusive in others
hes been exercised by the Governor of Lissouri ~erritory. <he
agent at irairie du Chien resides within this territory, yet
submits his accounts to Governor Clark. <sorsyth the sub-
acent at reoria is instructed to report to and receive orders
from Governor Clerk. Under these circumstances, exercise of
ecordineting powers by Clark and myself according to the
dictates of our respective judgments render us liable to
counteract each othner in cases in which our views aend opinions
Were djfferent and in other cases unnecessarily multiplies the
expenses of the Government by both of us sursuing the
same objects when measures adopted by one might have been
sufficient. although the matual friendship and good under-
stand ing that have constantly existed between us nave pre-
vented any very unpleasant collisions, yet it csn hardly bve
supposed that we have always thought exsctly slike upon all
sub jects thet were connected with our regspective duties. It is
my opinion that each superintendent of lndian affsirs within
nis respective territory should in all ceses be the responsible
head of the .ndian depsrtment therein, thet all other agents
should be subordinate to him, and that their accounts should
undergo his examination &nd receive his sanctiocn.

ihe delivery of anunities to imdians of one
territory by the Governor of anotiuer is calculated to produce &
conflict of authority and hes a tendency to lessen the influence
of the superintendent witnin whose Jjurisdiction they reside by

outting it out of his ower tor etain any pert of the annuities
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.
even in those cises in wiich the law would justify it and

d minishes the respect whiceh they would otherwise be

held in, and destroys the check which it is essential should

be held over the indiens to restrain them form the cpmmission of
acts of injustice or to coerce them after such actis shall have

been perpetrated.

‘. +he canxs receive annuities from the uovernor
of iiyssouri, yet he has no cognizance of any offences committed
by them. svery demand for satisfaction must be made by me
&S'superintendent within whose jurisdiction they reside, and
with the best disncsition to cooperate,cases might happen
in whienh it wculd be impossible for me to communicate in time
the most imvortant information, information for the want of
which, annuities might be delivered when, acedrding to the
spirit and intention of the law lhey ought to be withheld.
In losing all contrcl over annuities, I lcse the most efficient
engine with which to manage them, whilst the whole burden of
that duty rests uson me exclusivsly. Suceh a system is too com-
plex for Indien comvprehension. sanagement to be successful
ought to be simnle and perfectly uniform. rowers and duties
of superintendent of Indian affairs and all other subordinate

© I - i 1155

agents are too limited for any real utility.

Judging from tie evidence, one gathers thut

the applicetion of the policy depended on the individual

33smerican -tate Papers, Indien affeirs, II, P 62.




4.

agent and that it was left largely to nis diseretion. in
turning fto the repcrts of the agents, I found an element of
concreteness and reality that was entirely missing in the
theories and ideas of the government. .he Indian agent nheld
no sentimental view of the Indian. io him, the Indisn was
& practical vprokblem uis experience in & country surrounded by
Indians had familiarized him with Indien habits and mode of
\
life. In eddition, many of the agenis had been [ndian traders
sometime in their career and had thus gained an intimate
knowledge of Indian charscter wiich was extremely valuaile to
them a8 agents. Lheir commercisl training end instincts mede
them realize the impurtance of the incidental livtle thiugs in
the mind of the Imndisan. -hey saw the effect of little civili-
ties, the imvortance of oresents, things thst the goverrment
did not reckon with. For instance, in the laws ¢concerning
the Indians, there was no provision for rresents. et it
Was an all impcrtent custom and o:e that had 1o be Observed, if
& negotiation was to be successful. ~hey knew how to :lay
upon the Indisn weakness for attention and novelty and hzd a
natural technique thet was vastly superior +to anything that
the government could have worked out. Ffortunately, the Indian
egent was better fitted for the position he filled in the In-
dien department than the others coriccted with it.

The only difference between agents and sub-
agents wes & matter of salary and vosition. 4an officer sent to
one place might be called an sgent while a person sent to

anovher plece might be listed zs a Sub-agent and paid about
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one helf as wmuch as an =zgent, although he seems 10 have had a-
bout the seme duties to perform. Uriginally, they were pro-
vided as assistants to agents but tiey soon came to have
special postis assigned them where they becsame virtually indepen-
dent in iheir administration or affalrs. Like the agenti, they
reported to the superiniendent and the Secretery of Jar. Such
was the system thet fhomas Jorsyin found himself connected with
when he received his ap.ointment in 181Z.
dhatever sorsyth's cconnection with the government
‘maey have been before 181l<, throughout the war he was useful in
furnishing informetion to the federsal govermment, protecting the
few gettlers, and keeping the Potawatomi neutral. st outbrealx
of war, lotewstomi were lukewarm in their enthusiasﬁ for the
British, &nd several of the chiefs were in favor of maintaining
friendly relations with the americans.
The :otawatomi, numbering about 2500 souls, lo-
cated ea:zt of the Rock River and around the south bend of
lake liichigan, were in a position to take advantage of any
circumstance that might turn up. .hey were the nearest Indisns
to the wiite settlements, and fort sZdwards and Peoris marked
the northermost line over winich the smericans were able to
‘claim control on the illinois froatier.
ithe town of Peorie suffered right at the beginning
of 1vl2 and at the hands of the snmericans. Governor zdwards
had prepared two expeditions in that year for the invasion

of the Illinois valley, one under himself and one under Cap-

tain Craeig. Ceaptain Creig found Feoris pnractically deserted by
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its citizens, Jirench Canadians, and Forsyth, and thicking
that all the property left appeared like an entire loss to

its owners, appropriated it. Upon Forsyth's return trouble en-
sued. wvne morning, Craig's boats were fired upon by some
unknown party and upon the slimmest of evidence the people of
feorie were adjudged guilty and their town was plundered and
burned and about fory of the Inhabitants were carried away as
prisoners. Lhey were later released and itdwards gave compenssa-
tion for their losses out ofthe Indian funds. Shortly after

- oceurred the massacre at Chicago, and sgain rforsyth suffered
considerable lcss b, destruction of his property. '

The territory ihat rorsyth operated in was hostile,
or, to be exact, was in the hands of Indiens who might veer with
the winds. lione of the Indian title had been extinguished at
this time in 1llinois. as might be e pected, sforsyth's reports
end letters up to 1816 gave very li:ttle informstion as to the
normal routine aé an Indian agency, for the war occupied his
attention, and the extra duties incumbent upon him during the
war completely obscure the ordinary routine. ae urobably,as far
as - possible, followed the order of assisting in the extinguish-
ment of land titles, delivering presents and annuities, repre-
genting the Indian grievances aund complaints, and in general
whitewashing the sepulcre. ./utiss connected with the war were
more engrossing and it is thisside o7 the picture that is

stressed in these earlier letters.

54Wisconsin Historical Collection, Ladison, 1903, II,351.
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The Indien agent was expected 10 cooperate with
the arny not only in allevieting conditions on both sides duse
to war, but actually rendered service in the prosedution of
the war. <This relation with the army was only a temporary one,
for the usual state of affairs between the Indian agent and
the army was not one of cooperation or amicability. indeed,
one of Forsyth's constant complaints to the authorites was that
the action of the commanding officer in refusing to allow
indians within the fort to converse grestly impeded the making
ér keeping of good relations, for especially in bad weather,
it wes difficult to carry on in the open air, the long and
deliberste tulxs and smokes S0 necessary inany discussiocn with
the indians.h

During the first months of the war, the defence
of the frontier was left to the ingenuity of the territorial
governors. In May, 1813, the United -tates was divided into
nine military distriets. <The eighth was plsced nnder Harrison
included Xentueky, Chio, Indisns,Illlinois, Missouri, and ..ichi-
gan. the sub-digtrict, including Illinois and ilissouri was
placed in charge of Brigadier General Zoward. Whether under
tle commsnd of Zdwards or Howard, the army during the first
year of the war h:d to rely upon tae Indian agent to go among
the Indians andé procure informstion concerning the movements
of the hostile tribes and the british, for the Indians secrved

th: United ctates as the medium of information concerning

35 Draper llanuseripts,4,i,6.
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who could go among the Indians and colleci the information.

The type of information an agent was expected to
collect and its impurtance can be seen readily in the instruet-
ions sent to rorsyth.

General :loward, in writing to sorsyth, says,” The
nain object is to find out where the hostile Indisns are going
to fix their villages, their plan of operation for the coming
year, lhe extent of their supplies, ammunition, probable number
at each village, the situation of their villages, particularly
' 8s to each other, and the routes from one to the other." He
goes on to say, "I wish the knowledge to be so clear on the
subject that we could with precision conduct an army to any
required point.”36

And in s letter from Ninian mdwards, "You will
collect all geographicsl and topographical information in
your power,-anythring relative to the indien to facilitate
the uweneral in attacking them".57

By William Clark, Forsyth was requested
"to procure through such channels ss he mighi find practical
every gpecies of information relative to situatio:, objects,
views, and intentions of the different tribes in Illinois and
to communicate all such information to the executives of

n

ad joining territories.

36 Drgper Manusecripts, 1-T-14

37 Ipia, 1-.-19

38 ipig, 1-.-9
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Ninian =dwards in & letter to Forsyth in

January, 1813, relative to the lndian situation said,"all
the different tribes view our increase of population and ncarness
to tneir villages and hunting grounds with a jealous eye, and
are predisposed to hostility. I meke no calculation on
their friendship and rely only on the policy of
terrorizing ithem. L rely on your vigil and exertions at the
present time &nd wish you to obtain most minute information
concerning their activites. Remenber always to test the

| " gincerity of apperently friendly lndians."99

;% By 1814, 2 new policy had been instituted, for
by this time, as Hinian Ldwards wrote to rsorsyth, ”experience
has finally convinced us that there can be no neutrality
with savuges in the viecinity of fighting forces,-we have found
them faithless in their promises, so it has become equally our
interest and duty to adopt new measures. iou will, therefore,
use your utmost exertions to engage them in wer,-you will
insist upon them striking a blow upon some of our enemies as
a proof of the sincerity of any of their promises. sndeavor
to econvince them of the justice of the Views of the govern-
ment in regard to them, remove all their jealousies about our
cupidity for their lends. Fress uoon thew the lete overtures
of the British for peace and the vrobability of that event.
Ublige them to take up t:e tomshawk on one¢ side or the other.

any reasonsble exuense thet you may incur in getting thew

%9 Traper Manuscripts, 1-i-14
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to strike a blow upon the enemy will be paid by the govern- 20
meniv. <romise them thet they shell be provided with ammunition."
forsyth's reply to these instructiions is iateres-
ting becasuse it shows the other side of the story. 'According
to ingtructions, 1 sent for Gomo and the other chiefs and
informed them of the necescit, of striking & blow against
our enemies. Gomo says it is impossible to wmeke war with
tomehewks,-and as for the second article of the tresty, waich
obliges them to take un tomahawks on our side, which I was
" to remind them of, Gomo says he knows no.hing about it?4l
Another one o:f the duties falling on the
indian agent was the forwerding of dispsastches from cne commander
to another by medium of Indians. se was left to seieét lne
messenger, devise une detalls oi tne expedition, and then
decide on the reliability of the information vney might collecd.
It would seem t.at the sgent was acting solely
in the interests of the united States and thet the benevolent
gspect haé been totally forgoiten. Lowever, t.ere is another
side to the affair. The policy of making the lndian economi-
cally dependent on the whites nad succeeded so well by this
time that providing for tns Ladisi: was one oi the big problems
to be met. It was especlally iamportus. during .Lhe wer because
otherwise the Llndians would visitv ithe british posts.

- 40

4li)raper senusecripts, 1-9L-27
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forsyih explained the situation to Governor

Ldwards in & letter. "It will soon be time for the Indians
to move off to their wintering nlaces. In that case, I
cannot see how the Potawatomi can commence their hunt as they
receive no presents, can get no credits, and haven't anything
to purchase ammunition to commence hunting. .hey are surroun-
de@ by indians who recelve presents from us and the British
end must and will be obliged to visit the enemy at Green Pay.
Jresents are very tempting to Indians particulartly to those
who are naked, for I can assure you that I never saw Indians
so'much in want of everything as the Potawatomi of Illinois.
they do not have a vound of gunpowder and the British know
of the condition a&nd will no doubt soon make an offer of pres-
ents to them.42 that the sBritish were perfeetly’aware of the
gituation can be seen in s réport of wickson, the British
agent, operating in and around Prairie du Chien, for he spesaks
of being obliged to feed people for forty miles around for if
he hadn't, one-half of the Indians would have perished.45
Forsyth spent much of his time and energy
combatting British influence, for hetoo neld the popular convic-
tion that the Lritish government was directly inciting the

Ipdiansg to revolt not only during the war, but both before and

after it.

42 Jraper Manuscripts, 4-1-9

43 Uisconsin idigtorical Collections, ladison, 1888, XI,211.
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He was thoroughly convinced that the sritish
had been in league with the Indians prior to the war aud
gives as an instance, a counc.l fire at LGrownstown in which
he cleims that the Lritish were at the head of a confederation
of the Shawnees, Delawares, ‘yandots, liamis, Chippewas,
Ottawas, and sotawatomi. ais proof is a Dpiece of wampun
in which the arrangement of the colors proves %o his miad at
least the validity of his statement. He also says that the
British government was always represented at the council fire
by their Indianagents who were most generally accompanied by
a military officer. «illiem Clark however was not inclined
to credit the existence of any such confederation, and observed
that no other agent but Forsyth knew anything about it. o
this statement, sorsyth retorted,"that there is more besides
that the Indien agents do not know, and if I had included
Clerk in it, I should have done right, fa in Ipdian affairs,
Clark is & perfect ignoramus. Butl he is superintendent, &and

can 4o no ﬁrong." Thig is rather typical of the frontier

attitude.*?

The British were enxious to keep control of the
fur trade and no doubt sought to keep the Indians united and
under their guardiasnship, but there is no proof of & policy
of the Home Govermment to incite the indians to war on the
Asmericans, &8s almost every smerican fondly believed. uhe
imericans realized the hostility of the Ipiians but instead

of accounting for it by the natural hostility of the Indien

Uraper iss., 9T 11
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toward tre smerican with his desire to seize by force or frsud

the Indign land, or wishing perhaps to cover this up, attributed
it to british influence. ihe fact that the Sritish succeeded
often where the smerican failed only pointed to undue influence.

forsyth paid the sritish system the sincere compliment
of imitation, and counseled the United -tates government that
i@ would do well to incorporste into their system the superior
points of the British system. for example, "The British gave
to all the officers of their Indian department a military
brevet rank end caused them to weer military insignia.” Giving
agents military renk, he felt had its advantages in that it
mace &ll the measures uniform, and military rank added greatly
to the importance of the agent in the Indians' view. 1t
&lso obviated in some measure what the United utates had exper-
ienced much embarrassment from,- the powers of &n lindian cgent
in neighborhood of & military post in relation to the command-
ing officer not being clearly defined.45 British agents were
required to be able to speak some one of the indian languages,
which meant that they were acquainted with the manners and
customs of the fndiens to some degree.

The personnel were more carefully chosen, and a Special-
ity was made of Indian goods far superior in quality to those
sent out by the United States govermment. Lhe gcods sent out

by the United states never compared in value with the sritish

goods, and placed the american sgents under & handicap.

45 smerican state fapers, indian «ffairs, IT, P.184
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+hat the British agents had their own trials, even work-

ing under & "perfect” system, is evident from & letter written
by Colonel ll'Donall on the subject of Ipndians. “Indians despise
the idea of receiving orders from asn officer that does not hold
& blanket in one hand and a piece of pork in the other to pay
them to listen to what we may have to say, audaciously saying
th?y are under no obligations to us but that they themselves
preserved the country. Lhe moment they finish pillaging and
set their shere of the prize, they march off. u man haviang to
do with Indigas is certainly more tormented than if in the
infernal regions.”46

The treaty signed at the close of the war put an
vend to british influence and provided for the termi.etion of
Indian hostilities. ~he wmerican delegates went to the pesce
negotiations with no instructions as to the indian guestion.
the United =tates h:d avowedly gone to war over maritime rigats
end unow refused to consider the auestion of Indian boundaries, -
the oritish instructions called for the admicsion of the Indians
a8 their allies, and as independent nations, to a part in the
general pacification, sine qua non, and proposed ihat an
independent Indian state with definite and inviolszble boundar-
ies be erected. An extra demand was made that the line estabe-
lished by the treaty of Greenville in 1795 betweern the Indien

hunting grounds and the white settlements be made permanent.

‘he British felt that the agressive spirit of the United States

Wiscongin zistoricsl Collections, XI. ©,265
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in encroaching upon the Indian lands and the declared nurpose
to conguer Canada made such a discussion anropos.

vhe result was thet the issues that gave rise to the
war were practically dismissed from the discussion and for
two months the negotiations hinged upon the Indian question and
the northern boundary line.47 +his had not been anticipated
by the smerican commissioners who had come to Ghent quite
unérepared to include the Indians in the general pacification.
“he Americans refused to recede from the position, that, in
so far as the outside world was concerned, the Indisns were
subjects of the country in which they resided, be it Canads
or the United States.éssaveral times, the Indian question came
near producing & complete rupture of the negotiations, but a
bompromise was finally reached,- whereby the smericans offered
to grent amnesty to all the indians who had taken arms sgainst
the United States, and the British dropoed the idea of a buffer
state.

Accordingly, in the summer ané early autumn of 1815,
Sixteen separ:te treaties were signed with the I.dians. ~hese
treaties placed things in every respect on the came footing
upon which they stood before the war and -greed that every
injury or act of hostility by eitner of the contracting parties
against the other should be mutually forgiven and forgoiten.

They also recognized, reestablished, rnd confirmed

47 Abel A. Indian Consolidation in american Historical
g asgociation neports, 1, 1906, F.241 B
4 smerican State rfaners, Foreign kelations, I[II, P,715
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all and every treaty, conirzct, and agreement heretofore conclu-

ded between the United states and the Indians. 4The United
States dlsavowed any wish to obtain from the Indians any new
cession, grant, or privilege whatsoever,- but merely wished to
manifest its disposition to cultivate peace snd good will and %o
secure to themselves the advantages of treaties which already
existed.49

’ To the indian agents was given the task of notifying the
Indian tribes of the cessation of'hostilities, and of inducing |

the chiefs to attend these treaties.
IV THOMAS PORSYTY AT ROCK ISTAND ----1818-1630

with the signing of these treaties, this chapter of
Indian history closes, for in theory, if not in fact, after 1816
Great Britain recognized the right of the United States to
control the tribes within its borders. Gradually, the diploma-
tic complication dropped out, and the United States was left
free to concern itself with the ecoﬁomic guestion of indian
lands and trade.

after Ghent, the problem that faced the United
States was to devise some better method of acouiring the indian
lands. The frontier was moving further and further into the
Indian country and the movement nscessitated moving the Ipdians
westward as rapidly as possible.

4Ag Lewis Cass wrote in 1816, the natural progress of

our settlements cannot be prevented. Lo sound politicisn

49
american otate favers, lndian saffseirs, II, P.1l2
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would seriouslypropose that the present Indian boundaries
should be & barrier tc our expanding population and no
American citizen who does not anticipate with pride the day
when civilization and improvement will be co-extlensive with
the limits of the republic can entertain the idea for &
moment that cessions of land will not hereafier be required
of the Indian. ‘he only pelliative is tc render the proposals
as little oifensive as possible by postponing the requisition
of land until wanted for purposes of sale and settlement; cnd
by reserving tracts for such Indians as will cultivate them,
and by giving considerably wmore like an equivalent, for the
value of the property than heretofore given."50

A new idea that influenced Indian policy during this
vperiod was thet of civilising the indian tribes. Iin Monree's
annual message in 1818, he recommended the adoption of benevo-
lent measﬁres for civilizing the Indiens and expressed the
conviction that their indepéndencé as communities should cease
and that the control of the United States over them should be
complete and undisputed. Calhoun in 1820 said "They should
be taken under our guardiansnip and our opinion not theirs
ought to prevail in measures intended for their civilization
and happiness."”

During 181Y, the Colonization sct was passed, and

en appropriation of 10,000 wa:s iwade for the instruction of

e

the Indiaus in sgriculture, reading writing, and asrithmetic.
?

501ndian office letter book, 204,%.305
51

U. S. statutes at Lurge, Vol.I11l, P.B16
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‘his activity cume to be more closely associated with the
work of the Indian agent than the busine.s of land transfér,
which was usually arranged by special commissioners, although
sgents sometimes were given permission to make such agrcements.
the frontier influence had a tendency to méke Indian

policy a practicel matter of land transfer,whereas the tide
water influence tended to emphasize the morzl and numenitariun
side. It wss this lafer group, influenced greatly by the
miszionary, that put through the Colonizetion act.

‘ llore men, though, seeing the iﬁevitability of the
of the Indians' ceding of their lands to the whites, felt
that we did have certain moral obiigations to perform. lor
example, Lewig Cass feltv strongly that Indian boundsaries
should not bs a barrier to our expanding populaiion, yet he
recognized that we had certain obligations to the lndians in
the way of civilization.

"Our first and princisle duty," he wrote to the

Indian office in 1816, "is to reclaim them as far as practi-
cable from the savuge situation‘in which they are placed
and to impart to them as many of the blessings of civilized
life as their manners and customs &nd inevitable prejudices
will permit. L‘he point at whica i1pdiaen civilization nus:
cormence ig with the introductiou of the idea of 1individual
property. =8 long as there is c-mmunity of prooverty, so long
is there no stimulus for exertion. wmoug the Indians, geun~rsl
obligations sre ill defined and b.dly enforced. Individual

righnts are little respected. rersonal property is acknowledged
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ariong the Indiens but violations of it are never 'punished by

the collected will o the nation. Zedress of injuries is
consecuently in all cases the act of the individuasl injured
and the measure of punishment is determined by the wi ll of the
paerty and is power to inflict it. Indisns are now prevented
from permanent occupation and cultivation as mueh from-a defect
ir trne organization of their society as from 1its probuble
cession &t no distent day to the United wotutes. Lhe First
thing to do is to couvert the wandering savage into a settled
men by giving hiii notions of exclusive proverty and by

insuring to him the enjoyment of it, 08

The educational experiments of the goverrment

Cass scored. 4e felt that they furnished the Indian with
something he couldn't avpreciate end didn't want. Zver siunce
the settlement of the country, & favored object of philanthrop-
i¢c individuals and the government hac been to educate the
indian and so schools znd colleges had been endowed. Un the
whole, the experizent had been unsuccessful. If the Indian
wa. taken young enocugh, he uncuestionably could be fitted for the
enjoyment of our society,-but ne had to beccme a stranger

to the lend of his fither,-and ne was unfit for promoting

eny plan of Indian improvement as - winite, similarly educated.

futting the Indien tarough the simple lessons of

civilizetion was & probtlem for a social worker. «nd not many

52 Indisn Of“ice Letter Book,Vol.I, P.354
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of the early Indian asgents had the zeal for what we moderns
know a&s social settlement work. <The frontiersman (end the
majority of the agents were frontiersmen) was not rec:ptive
to the idea of civilizing the Indian. A common remark on
the frontier was that an Indian who could read and write weas
generally the greatest rasecal of his tribe.29

Thomas Forsyth felt that it wa. out of the question
%o eivilize the Indians because nothing but necessity would
compel them to follow our example. He didn't think it
vracticable for an Indian agent "to sit himéelf down two or
three hundred miles from a white settlement, surrounded
by thousands of Indians and subject tc¢ their caprices, and
attempt to civilize them" Lowe cr, e suggested”Shat the
philanthropic prescners try it in the first instence and if
they succeeded, let them become Indian agents™, for, no doubt,
under such a system of moralizing the Indians, everything
would do well. but he wanted to sece those preachers first
succedd and see the effects of their steady habiis and good
exanple.o% fihe agent always hud & certain amount of what
night be called social work to do. If an Indian died, he was
ekpected to cover the dead, in other words, provide the
coffin. 1f an Indian was sick, he was e:pected to furnish
medical advice and medicine, and if the Iudian met with any loss

i 5 i
or accident, he was expected to supply comfort,oo
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~his kind of assistance, the agents were willing to give,

but when the suggestion was mad that they should teach the
Indians the habite of organized civilization, they were
skeptical and not overly sympathethic. wany of the agents
were real friends of the Indiens, but were not inclined to
idealize thex, and such was the case of forsythe.

After the war, Jorsyth continued to0 serve &s
sub-agent to the Fotowatami until 1816, when he was promoted
to & full agency and stationed at Fort armstrong in charge of
the Sauk and iox.

Forsyth first visited the Sauk and ¥ox in June, 1817,
when according to instructions from Clark, he ascended
the llississippi with the snnuities of thnese Indians. ais
report to Clark of this expedition is as follows: "I was
detained at Fort armstrong two or three days oving to the
Indians being on a frolic. 4s soon as the indians were in a
situation to do business with, I erossed over to the Fox
village from the fort and informed the head chief of the
Fox nation thet I was sent b, you to deliver to them their
ennuities. oShortly after, the Indians collected and cane
to my boat when the chief told me that he could not accept
of tne annuities as they did not wish tc part with their
lands, saying at the same time, lhat they would do without
goods and live on roots ruther than part with their lands. 1
told them that I had not come here to buy any lands from any
indiane, but could essure tnem inat what land the United

States had purchased of the Indians they would certainly
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keep, anc &8 they did not see prover to receive their
annuities, I would take them back to St. Louis. Yo this,
the Indians made no reply, and returned to their village. L
jmmediately descended the river to the Sauk's village and
on my arrivasl there informed the chiefs of my businéss. ~hey
requested for me to remain there all night as it required
their chiefs and braves to cave & meeting. +o0 this, 1
assented, and to my surprise, the next morning about eight
or nine o'clock, the hesd chief of the rox with some of
his peonle, came t0 my camp and recuested of me to deliver
them their annuities. Un the delivery of which, they
conplained of the cuantity being smell. 1 told the chief
that it was all [ had for him, that he :ight Lake or leave
them as he might think proper. ume took them, saying that
the Americans would be angry if he refused.

The SBukchief sent for me, and I found a large lodge
full of Indians. =fter some ceremony, 1L acqﬁainted them with
my business and what had nassed the day before between my-~
self and the fox. <hey received their annuities witiout
any hesitation.

On inouiry, L found that the wnole of the Sauk La-
tion are now at their old villege on Rock River, about a
mile frcm its mcuth. “hey tolc me that thnis village consis-
ted of 100 lodges end that their rumbers were 1,000 men. in-
deed, 1 have seen many Indian Villages, but I never saw such
a large one, or such & pownulous oae. <‘hey appear stationary,

there, and their old locges are repaired &nd some new ones
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lately built...... The iox village is within a few hundred
yaerds of #fort srmstrong scross the channel of the river and

consists of twenty lodges and rn: abers sbout 200 warriors

being & bout one half of the whole nation. 06

The ancuities tnat Forsyth refers to in the above'
were annuities delivered to the Saux and vox indians in
accordance with a treaty made Lovember 4, 1804, betwesn tnese
tribes and the United states Government. In that year, two
Sawr cniefs, one rox chief and one Warfior, without coasulting
the tribes mzde a itreaty with harrison at 5t. Louis by which
they ceded to the ﬁnited states their title to the lands
east of the Miseissippi,-lying between the Illinois aund
the /isconsin Rivers, but retained the privilege of living
and hunting on them &s long as the lands remained the
property of the United -tates. In consideration of the ces-

sion and relinguishment of the lund, the United ctates prom-

ised to deliver yearly goods suited to the circumstance of
the ipdians of the value of $1,000, 600 to the Sauk and
#400 to the Fox.o7

The Indians hed always thought that the ammuities
were presents (as the an.uities for the first twenty years
were always paid in goods) until rorsyth as their agent

an

convinced them to ths conirary is ise summer of 1618.

56ppaper liss., 4 4 40
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aceording to Forsytn, "When the lndians hecrd theat
the goods delivered to uvnem were annuities for land sold by
them to the united States, they were astonisned and refused
to sccept of ihe goods, denying thet they ever sold ihe

land as stutel by me, und the blecix sawk, in particular, nade
& great noise about tnis land end never would recelve any

part of the snnuities ever afterwards, zud alweys denied tlne

authority of wuashguem and the cothers to sell any p.rt of
the lands and always told the Indians not to receive any
presents or annuities Irom any «mericaus, otherwise iLelr

A

lends would be clsimed et some future day.°®

“he history of ithis tribe of Indians is an inter-
esting one. shomas Forsyth in his llanners and Customs of the
\fauk sné 20¥ Indians st tes that it is natural to sup.:ose
that the two tribes were once one peo -le or pert of soue great
nation of indilans. whey bhotn acknowledged ithat ihey were
once vhipvewas, but that wars hed ensued and orie pand or

ety hod been separsled from axnotner and all had become dif-
h o

ferent irn manners and customs and language. Lhe sauk Were

first fousd by the srench on the »t. Lawrence in tne vielnlty
of uontreal. occording to slack sawk, they were driven by
the Irocuois to wackinuce and still being pursued by thelr

enemies, removed to ureen Bay waere they first formed a treaty

of alliance and friendchip witn the Fox. The Fox also had

come from the shore of the St. Lawrence, heving been driven

BDraper liss., 9. b4




west by the Irocuois end first established themselves at
& place called wuginaw, moving from thers to the sox River
of uUreen &Y.

J While closely allied, they preserved a separate
tribal existence until 173% when they unitec¢ and becane
known as the Sesuk and Fox. their language, manners, and
cugtons were similar and they were so perfectly consolida-
ted that they could hurdly ve celled sepurcte tribes.

Their remote situation behind the lakes and swamps along
the Fox-Wisconsin trade route had kept them from constant
intercourse with traders and promoted their independence.
‘they were continually at war with neighboring tribes of
sioux, Chippewa, and tme indians to the .est of them.59

The vaukx and 2ox were governed by hereditary
chiefs,~ the cower descending to the older man of the family,
which on hié refusal, extended to the brotuer or nephews of
the chief and 20 on through the male relatives of the family.
they hed no war chiefs, any individusl of the nation might
lead a party to war, if he had the influence to raise a
party to redress any real or supnposed grievance. .he chiefs
interfered and had scme management in all their national
affairs, but they were influenced in grest measure by the
braves or princirsl men in matterc of war. Yhe province

of the chief wes to direct; that of the braves or warriors

997ouck, History of ilissouri, (Chicago, 1908} Vol.I
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to act. Lhe authority of the chief was always suprene
in war or pezce. when the chiefs direcied the head or
prineipyl braves of the nation to plent sentinels for
wAy purpose, end they neglectec their duily, they were flogged
with rods by L he women publicly. uothing would be done,
however, at a council unless the whole number present were
of the same opinion.

Yhere was no such a thing as & Summary means of
coercing the psyment of debts. a1l contracts were made on
honor. For the redress of civil injuries, an appeal was m-de
to the 0ld people of botn narties and the determination was
generally acceded to. In case of murder, it was determined
by the relatives of the deceased. Lhe Indians said that
killing the murderer would not bring the dead to life, there-
fore, it was better to receive presents offered by the rela-
tives of the murderer. nence, horses, mercnandize, and silver
work, sometimes to a very laerge amount were given to the re.sa-
tives of the murdered person, and, indeed, in some instances,
the murdercr would marry the widow of the person whom he had
killed. Sometimes, it happened that the the relatives of
the deceused would refuse to receive anything for the los® of
the murdered, and then the chief. would interfere and settle
the business. “he only thi.g tha. an lundian night ve guilty
of that was conéidered & national of ence was alding end
ass8isting the enemy. onch & person, 1f taeken in war, was cut
to pieces.

The 3aux and Fox were not thievisn. +hey seldom

stole anything from the traders; sometimes they did steal a few
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horses from & neighboring nation of indians and formerly they

7
i

used to steal many from;the white settlements. Their excuse
was always taat they were i want of & horse and did not
steat all that they saw,-stealing horses from the enemy was
acconiiced honorable. Yhe women would sometimes stéal trifling
articles of dress or ornament; the men very seldom. Zraders
felt perfectly safe among them,- so much so t at they seldom
or ever closed their d.ors at nignt,-but gave the indians free
access to come in and go out at all hours of the day and night.
The Sauk and +o. had no way of declaring war. 1f
they were injured by enother netion, they waited for & deputa-
tion from the nction which committed the injury to come for-
werd and settle the business. 'Ihe causes of war were chiefly
she want of territoryin which to hunt, depredations committed
by one nation ageinst another, and the desire of the young
Indians to make a name for themselves. IHorsyth nad never
heard of any pe ce ever having been made between two nations
when & war had properly commenced, except when the Indians
came within the re.cn of the power of the United sStates, so
that when & war commenced, it inevitably lesd to the final
extermination of ons or the other of the parties. In addi-
tion. to & discussion of the government, war and peace cus-
toms of the wauk and Fox, Yorsyth gives in considerable detail
the custons of ithese Indians in wespect to death, religiomn,
rnarriege, position of women, medicine, geames, music, astronomy.
The article points to a tanorough knowledge of their

manners and customs and while useful for making a detailed
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gtudy of the .‘ndian tribes, does not huve much bearing on
Forsyth's duties as Inlian «gent.

One custom, however, described in the article,
does concern Thomas Forsyth's work as agent, and that is the
custom of the Saux and Fox in leaving their villagés to hunt
in the sutumn. «pout the middle of September, the vauk and
Fox all Dbegan to move from their villages to go toward the
country where they intended to hunt during the ensuing winter.
They genersally went west into the inferiOr, to the headwaters
of the Ihoway and Demoine Hivers. Those families who had suf-
fieient norses to transport their families and baggage, often
went as far west ox their hunting excursions «s the wissouri
River. OSometimes, they were invited by the Kansas Indians
to come wnd hunt in their country. <hey generally stopped
hnunting during the severe part of the winter and camped for
the rest of the winter. =t this time, they were visited by
the traders who went out to trade with them. In the spring,
those thet had traps went beaver hunting and the others
nunted besr. venerally, they finished the runt aboud the
tenth of April. It was customary for them io arrive at
their old villages in the monta of ¢ay.60 Théy then planted
their corn, and, in June, left their villages for short hunting
exeursions, retufning again the end of July or the beginning
of august,-st the time wnen the corn was the size of roasting
ears. They remained until the first or fifteenth of sep-

tember, when agiin they left for tne oig winter hunt. <his

¢ _ ‘
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meant that they were home ian their villages, at the most, not
more than four or five months.6l Thus, an agent stationed
8t Fort srmstrong, would ounly be occupied & small purt of the
year with his work &s sagent.

Forsyth received his full commission as ageat to
the Saux and Fox in June, 1818. In the spring of 1815,
Forsyth had received permission to go to Washington to petition
Congress for the loss of property sustained at Chicago and
Peoria in 1812 by the firm of Kinzie and Forsyth. Chis
firm hsad éuffered serious losses during the war of 1812, both
at Chicago and reoria. =t the time of the massacre at Fort
~earborn, their loss had been great and that very ssme year all
their property had been destroyed =t reoria either by lndians
or & pua-ty of militia commanded by Captain Craig. in all their
losses had amounted to about §15,OOOO.62 <he property that
wag d estroyed was a guantity of gun-powder, whici had been
brought there for the ‘urvose of selling. “he congress
committee reporting on the case resolved that the wnetiticn
of ~inzie and rorsyth asking for eompensation for gunpowder
and whiskey ought not to be granted, because it had been brought
by the petitioners , who were traders, to that place, for the

purpose of speculation.®?

61.. . )
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Ag fer as receiving a compensation for his losses, forsyth's
J

mission failed. ..owever, whiie he was i.. Washington he took
the opportunity of asking ir. Calhoun, then secretary of
war, for the pay and privileges of a full sgent. in this,
he was more successful for shortly after the trip, Calhoun
notified Forsyth that he had been appointed Indian agent
in liissouri Territory at the lest session of Congress. In case
of acceptance of the offer, he wus to return 8s soon a8 conven-
ient the inclosed bond prescribed by law, and duly executed
with the certificate of the governor of tne territory,
‘district judge, or attorney attzched. Iin transacting the
business of tie ggency, he was to be governed by such instruc-
tions as he shculd receive from William Clark or the war De=-
partment. I{he compensation was to be $1200.°%

forsyth immediately received directions from +illizm
Clerk to call uron senjamin U'sallon and reter Chonteau,
late Indien agents for &ll public property, money, books, aud
papers in their possession. In commeneing the duties
of his apvnointment he was to prevare to visit the different
tribes of Indians on the ..ississippi, within the territory be-
tween oSt. Louis and rrairie du Chien and then to proceed in
a boat to be delivered by ..r. U'Fallon to Fort armstrong and
deliver the annuities to the sau.. end fFox. In all cases of vio-
lation of the laws by traders or intruders in the Indian lands

65
within the ferritory, he was to revort them to the uUnited States
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st Rock Island where.he was 1to be stationed as

agent he found the two families of the settler and indian
trader,-in all eleven persons and the garrison at rort ~rm-
strong, consisting of twenty nine mean. sort s«rmstrong had
been built i, lvlé and coasisled of a recténgular>8pace
400 feet each way, surrounded by walls of hewn timber, restiing
on & superstructure of stone with a blockhouse built at the
northeast, soutnezst, and south west angles. 1in the interior,
against one side, was erecied the soldiers’' barrscks, also
made. of hewn timber. <Lhere being no quarters for the Indian
agent at Rock Island, Forsyth had to make his quarters at the
rfort.

It wes necessery for the agent to be near the Fori
for protection, for it was impossible for any agent to take
his femily and live &t or near the indian villages and noi
be in danger of being murdered in & drunxen frolic of the
Indians or in the fighting between nostile tribes.©®

“he situation of iorsyth's quarters was very
disagreeable and disadventageous. '"Hdalf & dozen chaiefs
filled his small cuarters, aand if there were more, they had
to remsin out ol doors. vhe wresents for the indians which
giovld have been kept out of_signt end his owa tl.i:gs were
exposed to alli wno came into nis qua;gera.”67

In addition to the discomfort ~orsyth's position at

the Port was disagreeable. “he relation of the Indien egent,

66 | aver Lss. 47 70
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and the commaending officer a4 the fort had never been defined.
Both were called upon to cooperste in a great many instances
regurding Indisn affeirs.

If these two cfficers were to be independent of cne
aro.her, then they both should have hud Sseparete gquarters;
for nothing is so dameging to an official's independence and
authority es to h ve to vley the role of permanent guest. In
addition Forsyth's disposition and trainirg di¢ not fit hin
for this sort of status.

Lost every letter rorsyth saddressed to the Jar De-
nartment contsined & recuest for sep. rate agency buildings, -
but the War Devartment, short of funds, took no sction to »Pro-
vide thesec Buildings until 1824, 1n the meantime, rForsyth's
relations both official =nd rrivete with lajor Vose becanm
more and mors strainsd.

In 1824, Forsyth was notified by Vose that his
guarters were wanted immediately. He wrote Clark and t.u
dgr Department, "I have pProcured a shed cabin. from & trader
near fort armstrong to screen ne fronm tne weather. 1t was the
only olace to be had in 11 the country. I was fortunate to
get it for covering for umyself, and for the goods I have
for presents. ihe nlsce will he wanted by the owner iun Sep-
tember, therefore after that tine, I shall hive no vgguartera.6{j

Forsyth was given permission to spend the winter

in St. Louis, and quarters were promised. hen he arrived,

68
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at Rockx Islend ia tne follcwing spring, he found theat
nothing hed been done in the way of providing him witii cuar-
ters for the coming yesar.

in 1825, umajor Vose is found writing to #forsyth,-
"from your coolness towards me since your srrivael, I have been
let to telieve that you are dissatisfied witn some of my offi-
cial scts. iou must be sensible that my deportment towsrds yoﬁ
personally has always been respeétful and that in almost every
instence of dispute or ¢f misunderstanding which has taken
nlace, the origin ha:c been of an officiasl neture and not
conuecled with private aflairs.

To which Forsyth renlied, "Not privete, when you gave
tongue to some liberties about me personally, and since my
arrival heve treated me with contempt in the presence of some
of the gentlemen of your garrison. On my arrival in april
commor. politeness dictated to me to wait on the commander of
Fort irmstrong, and I intended to dwell outside of the
fort. But not being able to procure & place to dwell in
outside of the fort, L accevnted the invitetion of br. Craig
who has shared his cuarters with me. I am only waiting for
the commald to devolve to another when I shall demend of
you such explanstion as shall be satisfactory to us both."69

The following day, tae command, having devclved on
another, hiajor Burbank sent and proposed a meeting between

Forsyth and Vose. Forsyth replied, "I have no objection to

69.. .
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meeting you at any time or place, with the exception of
your querters. I have to demand of you where and when that
I acted ungentlemanly and indecorous towards you.vo

Towards the end of the summer, the soldiers &t the
fort got busy and put up the buildings for the agency that
Congress had provided for the previous year. <The agency build-
ings consisted of a house for the agent, with & ccuncil house
adjacent, & blacksmith's house and shop and a house for the

7l

interpreter.

Relations even sfter this were never very cordial
between Forsyth and the garrison at Fort srmstrong. 1In 1828,
Forsyth complained to War Department officials that the
commissery at Fort armstrong had refused to sell ihe black-
smith provisions, as the other cummisssry had done. "It is a
well known fect," he writes, "that there is always an overflow
of provizicns at the rort and whet is not merchandize is sold
at the public auction for what it will bring. and yet the
people bel-nging to the indien department ori tne isleand
can't procure a pound of provisions."72 |

“his reletion wit.. the military was most unhap.y
for the authority of agent to enforce regulations without a

specific order from the rresident was disputed and he was

oftell openly defied except when supportec by military force.
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Forsyth was more fortunate in nis relations witn
the I,dians than with the garrison, but his duties were
arduous and ccmpliceted snd becane exceedi gly more difficult
as time went on.

ag lndien agent, Forsyth was revresentative of the
United States govermment ang representative of the Sauk sng
Pox Indians. ‘hrough him the demands of the United States
werem:de and to him the indians looked for redress of any
injuries comnitted against them by the whites. In order to
give dignity and influence to the agent and to procure stten-
tion to requests for lend, requisitions of stolen property,
representations of indivicusal injuries, Presennts were maede
use of. 4an sgent without the means of administering to the
wants of the Indians h&d no meens of procuring tneir attach-
ment .

To the agent, of course, belong:d the (uty of e ying
the snnuities due by United States ang of carrying into
effect various treaty stipulations.

The Sauk and rox annuities amounting to $1,000
were always sent to St. Louis from Georgetown. iorsyth had
to make a trip to St. Louis in the 8pring to get them ang bring
them up to Rock Island. Here he delivered them to the assembled
Sauk and Fox, numbering in &1l w.ocut 6,600. In distributing
the presents, the orphans and widows cume first, the cld snd
infirm next. “here were no distinctions made between the men -

and women or children and adults. fThe &ble bodied huntiers came

last and received & little gun~powder, & pipe and tobacco.
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Many of the articles delivered were not suitable for
the Indians. rorsyth wrote time &ang time sgain that the In-
dians had ssid that they would prefer their annuities in sone
one article, sueh as gunpowder, wnich was much in use among
them and that could be c¢ividead emong the whole, saying that
it was impossible to divide & blanket among tWo or more persons.
In another letter, he wrote that the indians laughed heartily
at some of thne articles, particula rly the Sewing silk and the
short pieces bf linen. it was his opinion that it would be a
grest saving to the gov.rmment to purchase gunpowder in St.
Louis &t fifty cents s pound and pay the ennuities in that
article. This he thought would save the tranéportation of

24

goods from Georgetown and .ould please the Indians better.70 x

W

One of the regulations respectisig the distribu-
tion of annuities that forsyth found impcssible to eaforce
was that of making the individual Indians sign receipts for
the article received. Z“his system had been devised by the
govermment to check up on the ugent , but aid not work
here in the case of the wic and Fox for the [ndian chiefs
refused to sign papers for the annuities, fearful that some

of their land would be claimed. A4S s result, forsyth wrote

the vecretary of iar that he ¢idn't think it was possible
to comply with the instruction bLecause the -a'k and rox were

s . 74
80 adverse to signing papers.
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The secretary insisted, and Forsyth placed the
annuities before them and told them that they might take them
after they .ad signed the receipts. all refused to sign or
accept the annuities, saying that not & man, womaa, or child
of the nations would ever sign any paper as they had}little
enough land for their own use. Jentinels were posted by
the chiefs to prevent any of the indians from signing.75

This was no more thean Forsyth expected. wue felt
anyway that the government was stooping too low to procure indi-

an signatures and that it made the zgenti look little to ask an
0ld Indian for a receipt for a pipe, and a small piece of
tobacco oOr & squaw for & needle. ' |

In sddition to +the general assembling of the
tribes at the annual payment of the annuities they were fregent-
ly convened to heur the demands of the United States or to
ad just some difficulty. 4Lhen they came with their own com-
plaints and representations. 4 thousand different motives
of business, curiosity, or smusement induced the Indians to
come to the agency. .hen they visited the posts, if they were
not fed by the government agent, they supplied themselves by
Stealing and then collisions were produced between white
gsettlers and indians. FHorsyth was expected to take pity on all
the sick, lame, and lazy, if not in goods, gomething to eut

was always acceptable.(7
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Zxtra presents had to be given to influential
chiefs to get their good will, it being essentially necessary
that they should become personally acquainted with the leading
I,dians and acquire their confidence.

Having gained the good will of the ludians, it was
eagier for the agent to observe their conduct, to ascertain what
speeches8s and belts were among them, to check or counteract
every attenmpt at foreign influence, and to keep the government
fully advised of their feelings, oproceedings, and objects. ue

was expected to give as earl; notice as possible of any hostile

movements, of any tribes whether intended against ezch other
or the United -tates. ULhe government determined on the policy
of stabilizing the tribes of the upper ilississippi frequently
interfered in wars between the several tribes of the idississ-
iopi end .iissouri. Xart of the duty of the lpdian agents was
to prevent, and end contests among the different tribes. <Lhey
wcre freoueunutly called into settle disputes between hostile
tribes and more often than not got themselves into trouble for
this interference. ror example, iorsyth would persuade the
Sauk and rox not to go to war against the Sioux. 4he Sioux
would make & surprise attack on the unprepared sSauvk and r'ox
and Fforsyth would be blamed for lhe Sauk and Pox being
unprepared

at the time of Winnebago outbreak in 1827, rorsyth

was asked to cooperate with Ueneral .tkinson. iLis part was to

request the service of the Sauk and rox in putting down the

Winnebago and see that they were sufficiently suvnplied with
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78
gunoowder.

48 for foreign influence, many of the oauk and
Pax continued to visit the British at Lialden for several years
after the treaty of Ghent. Lhey had been in the hubit of
going to ilalden for more than twenty years to receive presents
and continued to go in order to receive these presents which
the Sritish continued to deal out and to make the British
zovernment fulfil their promises made during the war of 1lul2,
However, as t ime wore on, the British were not so liveral, &nd
Porsyth was eble to gradually wean them from their annual |
vigit.

Forsyth had to perform the duties arising from
the laws and regulations for the government of trade in the
Indian country. e was authorized to liceanse 2ll traders in
his territory to such puints as he might select.”9By tihe
law of ilay 6, 16.2, the indian =gents were given tne povier to
grant licenses to traders who nignt be reguired to give boands
as high as 5,000, ithe importance of the indian agent hsad
been somewhaet diminished during the period of the factory
system, for that system put the regulation of indian trade
in the hands of the factors instead of the agents. The factory
system, however, was .bolished by the €t of warch 3, 1821, and
henceforth vrivate tr:.ders and eunvloyees of the fur cowpanies

furnished the lndians with 211 of their goods with the exception

"8hraper wss., 20, 52

Ly

4bid, 21, 1




of what was surplied by the uvnited octates Government as
presents or annuities.

By the iact of 1&z2, discretionary authority was vest-
ed in the Indian agents to grant or to refuse the annlication
of persons for licenses to trade with ihe ;ndians.bo »Lf a ’
trader were found in the lpndian country without a license, he
forfeited all of the goods in nis possession to the indians,al
end was lisble to a fine not exceeding 100 and imprisonment
of 30 days. The trader had to give the agent & correct
invoice of the merchandize whici he took with him and promise
not to sell or exchange liquor with the Indians.®% - Indian
sgents, governors of territories, and military officers were

s . . . Bo .
to inswnect goods susnected of including liguor. “ne traders

-

()

had to be watched continielly by the lndian agentis for liquor.
sxelusion of liquor from the indian country was almost
impossible. 1t required unremittent attention on the pert of
the agent. sorsyth wrote in 1826, "I cannot find out from
ingquiry among the Indians that any licensed traders carry licuor
into the Indian country. <he nersons who now trade witii the
indians in th agency are much better disposed peonle than
those of former vime. uenerally svJeazing, the present lraders
are a moral and good people and nou wanting in giving good

advice to the Iniians. 4ihe Indiars when in want of whiskey

80 N L ,
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4 84
go to the seltlements.

In laying the blame on the whilss
in the settlements, forsyth undoubtedly was influenced by
egprit du corps.

It was true that the attitude of the white settlers
did malke Forsyth's work very difficult. Lot only did they keep
him busy pushing them back from the Indian Lands, but they made
& nuisance of themselves by selling whiskey to the Indians.
+hey would teske horses, annuities or anything that the Indian
would offer in exchange for whiskey, then there would be a
gshooting up end somebody would be hurt. Forsyth felt that most
of the troubles between the indians and the settlers originated
from this illicit sale of whiskey whiech he was powerless to
prevent.‘

Collisions were coustantly taking place between the
Indians and whites and mutual injuries committed. Horses were
stolen, cattle and hogs were killed, and the Indians beaten and
robbed. When a serious violation of our laws occurred, he
had to assemble the chiefs together and demand the offender.
In & case affecting property, only,his duty was to procure its
restoration or payment. If horses were stolen, he had to send
for and reclaim them. 4f remuneration was not made for these
injuries, he had to collect the evid nce and transmit it sc-
cording to law to the war Department in order that the amount

might be deducted from the annuities due the tribe.86

8% raper iss., 47, 255
85Lbid, 47, 156
86Indian COffice Files, iichigan, 1824, -1828.
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In case of murder of ons of ow citizens by an Ludian,
he had to demand the surrender of the indian by the tribe. 4in
act of Congress, liarch 30, 1802, regulating trade andintercourse
with the Ipdian tribes authorized the territorial governors to
call & court for the trial of any offences capitally punishable,
committed by Indians within the boundaries uescribed by that
act.87

Indians or other versons committing offences i7 the
Indian towns were to be punished as if the offense were com-
mitted withiun the sole jurisdiction of the United States,-
provided that nothiﬁg be construed in the act to extend to any
offense transmitted by one Indian againgt another within ag

Indian boundary.88

the Indians could usually be forced to hand over
the offender to the authorities snd if the guilty person had
been punished irmediately there would heve been no trouble with
the indians. Lhe difficulty ceme waen the offeader was iept
& prisoner several months for it was impossible to give an In-
dian who knew nothing of civil or qriminal law & correct com-
prehension of trial by Jury, and delays entailed by the weuhcd.
It was impossible %o hold & speedy trial. In the
first place, the nlace of trial was renote. there were no
citizens near Rock lsland, snd no magistrate nearer than
frairie du Chien, which was two hungred and forty miles away.
l.oreover, it was difficult to collect persong necessary for an
7 . , . . ,\ . . :
Indien ireaties, laws andg segulatiom relating to indian

68 _&ffairs, .ashington 1826, -.564
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investization or competent to serve on & jury.89 anything
like proof in the legal acceptance of the word was unattain-
able.

Delay had brought reaction among the indians and
the sigﬁt of their fellow tribesmen being hung was fér from
salutary. 4nd if the Indian were acquitted, they thought that
the .nited otates government hed been afraid to punish the
offender.

On the other hand, forsyth had to guard the
rights and interests of the indians, listen to their complaints
examine into the subject fully, institute prosecutions when
prosecutions were necessary, in order to convince ther that
the government was able to protect as well us 1o restrain.
‘here were certain laws designed for the protection of the
Indian. For example, under the sct of 1799, which was an act
to regulate trade and intercovrse witn the lndisn tribes and
to preserve peace o the froatier, trere was a provision that
in case of propert; taken or destroyed, belinging 1o an lu-
dian, the agent vas to ascertain and have evidence of the
value of the property destroyed énd -ake representaetion of
the case to the department of war, and to the governor of the
territory. when there wus the provision zgainst the wnites set-
t1ling on the indian lands &nd tue lndian agents were instructed
that should it come to tineir knowledg: that any citizen ox
regident of the United states had made & settiement on any lands

belongiag to the Lndians, they were to give immediate notice

89 - . .
Jraper i.88., 4+, 183
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of the name of the offender and of the place where he ghall
nave settled to ihe officer of the troop, nearest to the
intruder and to the wovernor of the Yerritory.

Such provis:ons were no safeguard once the whites

began to press into & desired striu of territory. irontier

influence was too strong and all the agent could do was to try

to keep the Indians out of the way of the encroaching whites
end to versuade them to go furtier west. Such was the nature
sorgyth's work from 18zZ ou.

“he lands occupied by the wauk and vox east of the
ississippi had veen left untoucied by early migrations.
Ly the treat: of 1802, these tribes had c:ded to the United
states the region east of the lississippi, retaining the
privilege of living and huntiﬁg on the lands as long as they
remained in the possession of the United states. where had
been no pressure of settlement in tne region &and twenty years
ofter the cession, tne indians were still living and hunting
on these lands.

‘he discovery by the smericans cf the rici lead de-
posits arowd valens cbout 1822 mzde the removal of tae wauk
and fox only a natter of time.

“he existence of these lead deposits was known to
the srench soon sfter the discovery of thg ..ississippi iiver.

Lumps of lead aliong the lndian belongings altracted the

_ 91
attention of tnc first explorers. +he incians had long known

901ingian 0f<ice letter Bcok, "A" P,92
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of the presence of lead and it has been established tuat they
did some mining & century before the errival of the European%?
There was no considerable use of lead until the ap-

pesrance of the #rench missicnaries, erplorers, and furirsaders

for it was not uatil the French introduced fire arms among
the Indians of the lorthwest and induced them to hunt that
leed sssumed a value in the cyes of the .ndians both for use
as bullets in their own weapons and as an article of traffic
with the traders.’®

During the Tirst half of the eighieenth century,
actual mining operstions by rrenchmen could not have been
considerable for they did nd have men enough to expléit the
mines to capacity and on wccount of the Fox wars. Lhe rauk
and fox were always sucpicious andvjealous of their rightz and
particularly were they Jjealous of.tbeir lead mines.

Une prospector, & rrench vanadisn by the name of
Julen Dubugue, somehow mainteined friendly relations witn these
tribes and in 1768 at a full council of sox Claiefs at
Preirie du Chien received written permissions to operate the
lead mines in their country.

In exnloiting the mines, Dubuque seems to have
employed his Indian friends to do the mianing and smelting
and the Canadisns &nd half brecas to prove the claims winich

92 . - - ] e, . . e e
Schoekel B.H."The Lesd « Zinc kining iegion' in iiiss-
issivpi valley, Hist. nevw. LV, 175
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He G. Whwaites, 'Notes on .arly Lesd miniag in rever
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the Indians discovered.94 It is presumable that the irench
showed the natives how to mine and smolt the ore for there
18 no evidence that the smerican .ndisns ever practiced the
arts of smelting or casting vefore the advent of the whites.
the metnods in vogue among the Indians however were prec~
tically such as wniles nave employea in early days of lead
mining. ~he position of the lead near tvhe surface of the
ground and near tihe (op of the walena limestone meda snallow
mining possible over large aress aud lthus permivied indian
operations. Jor eignt years, Lubuque worxed industriously
at the mines iu the lowe country. Ia 1796, he applied to
Bero: de Uarondelev, dpanish intendanit and governor gencral
-of the province for & Tformal recognition and confirmation

of his rights to tne property and received t.e grant of &
tract of seven lesgues iz length along the west.bank of the
lMississivpi by three leagues in depth. .hen interviewed in
1605 by Zebalon L. rixe, he said inet Le mired annually from
20,000 to 40,000 p unds of lead; all in oizse. 1n 1810, vu-

buque diled and his ‘ntiire property was claimed by the heirs

of augusta vhouteau. In 1805 vubugue, who was not a financier,

had been forced to p rt with ~is title to the southern half
of tie isand he occupisd to sugust Lhauteau in order to pay
off the debts Le had accumulated or articles used ... indian
trade. ofter subugue's dcats, the question arose as to

«netner Dubuque's clain was & cow-lele and valid opanish

94J. van der wzee "Early .istory of Lead Minigg in the
Iowa Country"in lowe Jourpnsl of “istorv and rolitics
ZIIT 9 g
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grant. In 1806, the United States 3oard of Land Comuissioners
had pronounced that it was. In 1810, at the demand ol thne
Zresident, the .ecretary of the .reasury rendered & hostile
reprort and in 1€11 the Land vonmissioners reversed 1he»decision
of 1806. vongress decided that the .iines still belonged to
the indians and under that theory thet that which belonged to
the Indians was in fact the property of the United Stateg, it

was decided by the Jupreme Court in 1853 that the mianes belongaed

—
&

to the usanticnal D0main.9

The Indians would not aliow any white man after
Dubugue's death to continue his work but took things into
their own hands and continued-operations witnh the crude furnace
plent erected by the whites.gO Down to weptember, 1811, they
are said to have dug and smelted the lead ore with remarksable
success, finding a market for the procduct at the government

ar,

factory of old iort Hadison,ai

In febrvery, 16810, Hicholas Bolvin, United otates
agent for the .Jinnebagos, passed through oﬁ foot from .ock
Island to <rairie du Chien with indisns for guide and visited
the lead mines near the river. In a letter to the Jsecretary
of Jar, & year later, Lolvin resorted "that the Sauk and rox

had mostly shandorned the chase, except to furnish themselves

J. DPagse, "Les Canadiens de L'ouest, liontreal, 1878, I.P.
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with mesal and hadé turned their sttention te the manufacture of
lead. e reporter that in 1£10 they hed menufacturead 400,000
pounds of the metal which they excunanged for goods mainly
with Canedian treders who were Continualiy inciting them to
Qs :

orposition egainst the nmerioans.Jb Yhe War of 1612 ruined
what little trade in lead there had been, as far as the ameri-
cens were concerned. In the immediste neighborhood of where
Galena came to be planted, there were in 1815 sbout twenty
rude Indian furnaces. Lhe product of these vas bought salmost
entirely by rrench Canadian traders. “hat sanme year when a
crew of American bosatmen aitempted Yo go up the Fever River,
the indians prevented them, fearing the cupnidity of the
Americans??

Disregerding the protest of the Sauk sand rox, the
govermment on ..ugust <4, 1816, regranted the territory
north of & line through the south end of Leke wichigan due
west to the llississivnci to the combined tribes of the Chippewa,
Ottaws, Potawatomi, who claimed but never occupied the le.d
mines. Within the cession, the Fresident was privilered to
reserve five square lezgu.s for mineral purvoses. Yhis reser-
vation was intended to include the lead nmines, the exact
locetion of which was as yet undefined. & gtill further
complication was the act passed by Congress, larch 3, 1807,
reserving to the government all of the miseral lands in the

98, isconsin _istoricsl Collection AI1I, 285, 3. G.
+nvaites, "Lead wining ir the -ever siver A3g1ons

99Ivia, XIII, 286
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Indian territory of which Wisconsin was then s nart
and authorizing lexse:z of such lands for periods not
to exceed five yeurs.

Because of danger from Tudian hostilities, no
leases were taken in the Northwest le.d regions until
1822. 1In 1815, s:veral =reric.n traders who atteroted
to go armong the Sauk and Fox miners and run opsosition

to the Jrench “anadians vere killed., Kdward Yurner. who

)
visited the country in icl%, wrote that "Dubugue rines™
were very rich and productive, but that "so deepnly rooted
was the jealousy of the Ipdiuns that they =zllowed no trader
to build his hut iy the vicinity of the mines, 100 ochool-~
craft in his w<ccount of the rines suid th.t the Indians
objected 1o visitors at the ~ines and thet since the death

of Dubuque, they i.d manifested gre .t Jje.lousy of the whites

and being & frald thxt the whites would ericrouci on their
rights, denied all forrer grants and did not rmuxe = vractice
101

of even allowing s truncers to see the digeings. In 1821,
the government assumed regulation znd control of the le-1
mines undn the oublic lands in Iorthwsstern Illincis. from
that time, le.seces ~=re unle to vork the land pe:ucexhly
under governrmcnt protection in return fTor one tenth of the
net production of lead. .

In April, lcc2, a lease was sranted to Colonel

lOOJ. Vander Lee, "g.rly wead Vining I Towa", 0Ly
of T:otory and Polities, XIII DP,#30.

1011419, =3.
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.Johnson who had for three years operated in tiis coun.ry
without any license. .he license was to run three years. ..e
immediately toox & number of worimen, ircluding one hundred
@ad fif'ty negro slaves and a supply of good tools to.the
mines, Uamping where Galens now stands and under strong
militery vrotection, Johnson commenced operations on the most
extensive scale yei known in the lead country. =4t once, there
flocked &« horde of squatters and prospectors from ..issouri,
©

Kentucky, “ennessee, and southern 1llinois.

The feeling of the Indisns is best described
by forsyth who had the duty of acquainting them with the views
of tie govermment in graenting such leasses. ue wrote "I told
the bSauk and sox that the “resident nad leased.to Colonel
Johnson and others the lesd mines on sever Alver, dbut that
they would have no objection to eny of the indiens working any
mines that they did not occupy. rsearful of any misunderstand-
ing that might arise between theywhites and the indians from
being such necr neighbors, I advised them to work the mines
on the west side of tre uissigsipopi where no interru:stions:
would teke place. 1 told them Colonel Jonnson end his
friends would set out on the nexi day for rever Liver and tnast
it was the wish of the fresident aa¢ of nyself that Jonnson
should not be interrupted in going up or in working the

. 108
lead nines.
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The Fox chiefs appesred to be much irritated
that any white people shouléd work any mines up the liississippi
and denied that they had ever sold the lands on the east Side of
the .liesissippi IJiver above the mouth of the Roek. The Lauk
said that it was an affair that concerned the iox and not them.
I said that the govermment was not askiung the pcrmission
of them to wotk the lesdmires on the Fever a.ud that Johnson
and ais friends would set out the next day end that & woulgd
follow. Cn ny arrival at Fever :iver I found some of the
Fox who resided at Dubuque's m nes ewaiting the arrivel of
the Fox from below. «hen they arrived and all assembled
in council, I repesated What I said at fort armssrong to the
Saus and sox and salé that J.hnson and his friemis were not

come to imjure or destroy tne indisns and that Jonnson would

give them all of the as.istance in his power and if any of his

young men injured any of the Indians, the chiefs were to

make & regular complaint andbthey would receive satisfaction.
lluch was said during that day and the next on

both sides, the Indians denying their ever having sold

the laﬁd higher u; the llississippi, and saying that ihey

of the Zever to Colonel

w

had no objection to leaving the .ine
Johnson for four years and made us of every argument to
prevent the working of the mines.

I told the Indians at the end of the council that
the ocauk &nd rox owned no lande on lhe eas. side of the
Migsigsivpi and that Colonel Johnson must and should work tihe

mines. Yhe indains heard this with silent sulkiness and only
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ceased murmiuring after they had tasted a little wniskey
Wﬁich made them lively and gay."104

"Nothing in my opinion but the imposing force of
whites at rever River kept the Indians within bounds, not
that L believe they would heve killed eany person but ﬁhey
might have destroyed boats, tools, and so forth, and put it
out of the nower of the whites to work the mines, 105

ines to the indians

8

The importance of the lezd
is seen in the following report of Forsyth tothe ~ccretary
of WJar, in supgust, 1822. “From the grest scarcity of game in
the vicinity of the Liiscissipsi, those Saur and #ox Indisns
who have no horses to travel some distance west to muke their
sumrer hunt have recourse to the lesd mines sbove this vlace
for means to support their families during the Summer months.
The Fox, in particular, who sare very improvident and illy
provided with horses and erms, &ll 20 up t0 work Lhese mines
every sumncr, where they find meny traders plentifully supplied
with merchandize and provisions to purchase the lead and, indeed,
I cannot see how the major part of the sox &né some of the
Saulz would exist without the mines. 4Ghe #0x have slways been
and continue to be very jealous of the mines, they will not
allow white persons to work any of them, andg it is my opinion
if the whites will imnsist on working them some accidents nusi

teke nlace. if'rom the failure of Sne 'ndian crop of corn last

104Dyaver iiss., 74 ,90
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year, very many Tfamilies more than usual are working the mines
this summer, and drewing an sbundant supply of orovisions and
doing things for themselves and their families.106

Thet saime year, sorsyth remarking on the rush of
whites to the region and fesring that broils would take place
between them end the rfox snd suggzestec the appointment of
& sub-agent 1o reside at the mines in order to avoid truublé?v

Forsyth continued to recommend to the goverunment
that the Indiaens be allowed to continue 1o operate t{he mines
for in his opinion they were of importince because they
explored the country and found out wiere the best mines were
end iimediately relincuished them to any lessee of the govern-
ment. e had never heard that any Indian ever interfered with

and of the goverrment lessees, but ox the contrary said that

the Indians collected from the different -laces small cquanti-

. . . . o8
ties of mineral which the; sold or kevt for thelr own use.t

However; complaints were made about the indiauns
interfering with the ..ines at ﬂevef and these became more
numerous as the whifes becoming nore and more n merous en-
croached further and furtiier on the mineral lands.

In 1826, rorsyth reported thet some of the people
o the yever had estsblisied digeings on lands claimed by the

Winnebago and that Lieutenant Thomas, goverument agent for the

lOGDrager wSs., 74, 96
1071v1a, 74, 94
108

-

ibid., 71, 121




74.

mices, was giviang peovie licenses 1o work tne nmineral on tne

J{innebago land. e also renorted the peopnle had ingquired if

the Indians ordered them away what wss to be done and Thomas

had said, ‘You must remaia there until bloud is spilled and
e s 109

then some thing will be done.

In the spring of 1827, about twelve oOr fifteen
fanmilies of squatters arrived and took posséssion of the waus
village neur the mouti of noek .iver. the squatters immediately
commenced destroying the Indian bark huts. Some were burned
and others torn to pieces and when the tndisns arrived at
the village and found fanlt with the destruction of thneir
property, they were beaten and _bused by the sguatters. The
Indians complained fo'ﬁorsyth end sorsyth wroie to Lluars
stating from time to time what was happeniig Lve.ween Lhe
whites and hoc indians.llO The sguatters insisted that thne
Indiaens should be removec {rom the village saying that as
soon s the land was brought into the market they would buy
it 811, It was uselsss for forsyth to show them the treaty
and the right the Indiens hed in rémaining on these lands.

The squatters tried every method to ainoy and trouble the
Indians, by shooting their dogs, cleiming horses not their
own, complaining that the indiars' horses broke into their

cornfields, and selling the Indisns w.lskey Ior the most

109 o viv e
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trifling articles agsinst the wishes and recuests ol the
indian chiefs and perticularly Lleck wawi who solicited the
squatters not to sell any whiskey to the Indisns.tid

"ihe rreosident cirecied that these lands be Sold ai
the lend office in Springfield,lllincis. When the time came
for tne lsnds to be offered for sale, i1 tihhe autumn of 1828,
there were Lthen ebout twenty families of sgquatters at or in the
vicinity of the old Seu villesge o1 the socl River. The most
of them attendéd the sale of the lands and bul ome could pur-
chase even & guarter section, if we except George Davennort,

a trader on noci Islan@llB Therefore, all the land not sold
still belonged %o the United states and tne Indians had a

right according to the tréaty to hunt and live on these lands.
In April, 1830, the principal chiefs and the other‘ﬁauk and

Pox Indians then resident at the old village near nock River
scquainted Forsyth that they would remove to the village on tue
Towa River and asked him to write to Clark to send up a few
militia to aid in their femoval to the lands west oi the
Lississippi. Clarz did not think proper to answer this letler
snd the Indians' idea of removal blew over.ll5

In that same year, the Fox having gotten into
some trouble with the dimmebagos through the agency of their

regpective agents, were invited to a conncil at irairie du

1lyreper tss., 90. 56
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Chien 1o vateh up their differences. V“wing to certain delays,
the meeting did not take wnlace as planned snd «arner, the
sub-agent for the .ox, Gid not receive tne warning sent by
strect, the agent of the Wianebagos, of the presence o0f the
llenominee Indiwns who were hostile to the fox, and the
Pox on tneir way to the council met the wenominee and a
number of the ifox were killed. ihe Fox abandoaned thelr village
st Dubucue's mines and repaired to Jock Island to be under the
protection of the troous at fort srmstroag. o soomer d4id the
whites in the valena country hear of the fact than they mnade a
rush across the river to take poussession of i wines and Jarner
sent the following letter to thomas Forsyth, June ©. 1 have
since understood to a cerfainty that there are at least one
nundred men mining in the Indien country wWho ere defermined to
remain there. 1 will on to-norrow go order them to leave there.
I have hired & guide to suow me where they are but my belief is
from whet I can hear that they will laugh‘at me. Rumor says
that wr. Gratiot has gone over with for:y men to take possession
in the neme of the claimant J. Smith and otuers and that it
has been & concerted plan‘to dispossess the indians for that pur-
vose. Lf they refuse to £0 I =hall send an express to Colonel
Taylor and inform him what your instructions are, for 1t is a
most flaprant outrage and & breacr that we should nov sufler to

[l
. ) b T 2 4
be imnosed on the indlans.ll“

Forsyth at once comuanded warner %o prevent any
person from injuryiag the Indian huts or workiang the mines

ll4lowa Journal of onistorv and Folitics Aill, r.40.
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and to call on ths commander of fort Crawford for assistance.

By June 9, the rox had not heard of the whites'
invasion of tne mines. Horsyth declared that the sac and rox
were already soured sgainst tne whites because their peorle had
been killec¢ on the war to rrairie du Chien in answer}ﬁo an invi-
tation of a govermment agent and should they then learn that the
whites were in nossession of their mineral laads, blood would
most certainly be she«. n June 16, Clark called on Genural
Atkinson for trooos to remove the intruders. ¥ the time the
goldiers srrived, the mi.ers nad recrossed the <river with the
exception of three who were taken prisoners%l5

During the stay of the soldiers in the mining
regions the Fox ventured back, seized the lead which they
found and mined the newly discovered lodes and from one are gaid
to have obtained more than one million vpounds of ore with the
essistance of tresders and settlers along the river who gave them
provisions,implements, and teams.ll6 Just at this critical tinme,
Clark received word from the Indian office relative 1o tne
removal of Forsytir and the aopointment of relix ote Vrain
in his plece.tl?

Rumors had been circulating for so:e time bout
the possible removal of Forsyti. _gorsyth was & good Indian
sgent, (Clark sald he was one of the test in the service)
he was popular with tre Indians and hed great influence over

115Draper iiss., LII1I 43
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them --but on the other hand ne zau 1acurred e CLpOslilud

. s0L1vies

i

0L pevnle o hod pover O $sCUre Lis IeNovL
iufluenced the ciroice and position of Indian agentis as much

as it did in the other branches of the governmenf service. <he
irnfluence of an sgent was largely dependent upon his nolitical
imnortance.

Forsytvh was out of favor with the nolitical faction
wrich existed at St. Louis compcsed of such meén &s ularx and
C'Fallon. Lthe loss of this bzczing put him completely at the
mercy of the interests saxious for his removal. The frontier
influence was aiways suspicious of aiy opinion expressed in
favor of the indisns and against the wihites and it nhad great
political influence in Jashington and Forsyth had noti
been guarded in :is eﬁpressioas of opinioca concerring the
conduct of the wa'tes in the vicinity of the lesd mines. we nad
repeatedly upheld the rights of tre Indians in lheir
complaints segainst tihe squatiers. e had seen ize necessity of
mvoing the Sauk and Pox swa; from the iines and had used all
influence to get them t. move further west. ouring the sumier
of 1830, Clark entertained hopes of buyiné the lead district
from the Fox and Forsyth did everything in his power to get the
Indians to go up to this purvosed treaty to ve held at frairie
du Ohien.118

But until & treaty vas made and the indian moved

118)paner Liss. 8T, 13




79.
away, Forsyth was oppoued to the wiites' trespassing on these
lands. Whis sense of fair wla: to the indiens which .&d incurred
the hostility of the whites hed led nim also to oppose the claims
of the americen Tur Company for back debts. Porsyth felt ihat
the Fur Yompany ougint to have been satisfied with having
monopolized all the trade on ..e froutier togetiier with the
‘ndien arnuities and everytnirg arn Indian had to sell without
claiming a large amount for dehts. rorsytn xnowing the mechan-
ics of the credit system and ceeing the rur Company was becomi:ng
weal.hy in the trade with the Indians, felt that their claims for
bad debts ougnt not to be listened to &t any treaty or otuer-
wise.119 Yhe private traders and the Fur Company were in the
hebit of presenting these.claims &t the treaties vetween the
United States and thé trives ané it often happened that by

the time the claime of the traders hed been satisfied, there

4

was little left for the Indisns. .Jhat such & thing would happen
in the case of tue Sau; ané Jox, forsyth fully expected. uJebis
had accunulated c¢n the books of farhnam and uavehport, agenvs

¢f the american sur Gompany, &g ilnst The winnebagos, wauk and
fox, by 1830, tc hetween §50,000'and +60,000. If there is
snotier treaty with the Indians they well trump up aﬁouher
account as they 4did atl rrealirie du Gnien. ‘ Itywas decidedly

to the advantage of the ~ur vomustyr to nave the indian

9. - - .
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agents friendly to the intereste of tne fur company.

{

forsyth in his letter hinte of indian agents beizng threatened
with dismissal from worlk by lr.e Lstor, if they obstructed the
activities of the suwr Company, and .t was s2id that 4£8t0or had
the influence at «~ashington to secure the appoiatment of nis
OwWn men as agents.

Yhere is no vnroof that the sur Company excrciged any
undue influence in this case, xnowing that there would soon
have to be a settlenent vetwsen the dauk end Fox. Une can
only wonder if it simply was & coincidence tiet St. Vrain,
whose name appears‘earlier in connection with the sur Company,
was appointed. Just what was back of Eora,fh's arbitrary dismis-
sal is difficult to say. Une explenation is that Forsyth's
handling of the situétion ied not been satisfactory to the
authoritives at .ashington. 1t was felt that he nud excesded
his authority in making a-rangements for the council with-
out orders from Clark, especially when the result was disag-
trous.lzl

The only defini:e charge that can be found aga inst
forsyth was the one concerninz his continued sbsence from nis
vost at Roei Island. “homas .unt in april, 1830, wroie from
Washington in answer to iaquiries nade by sorsytn who annurent-
1y wes getting nervous =bout ths reports of his removal. "le-

Kenney says that tnere are but Tew azents whose vnlaces have not

1215enste Documents, Vol.XIiI, 2,62
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been applisd for and yours smons the rest. The ground of com=-
plaint is that ycu are seldom &t your post and nuve been but
seldom. weiinney has explained the matter to the secretary
&nd he is satisfied. Liciinney says you may rest eagy and 1
think you hsve nothiag to fear for ne s&ys ne will stand your
friend and attend to your interests.lzg

In 1832, Forsyth requested Genersal asnley, then
Congressman from lidssouri, to find out why e had been dismissed
and réceived the following explanation. "Respecting the
loss of your office, I can find nothing in the files against
you with the exception of a letter from Clark to the .ar De-
partment, datcd april 12, 1830, on the subject of your contin-
ued absence from your post and the sbsolute neces. ity for your
prezence there. e also stetes that he nad repestedly requested
you to return to ycur vost and that you did not go &and that your
last visit was wmade against his wish and without nis consent.
ow in 811 these Ma8LLETShe Joes not surgest the necessity of
your removal and at the same time he couplains of other agents.
He simply requests instructions from the wecretary of wur on
the subject. iy opinion is thst the fact of his haviag made
these complaints to the War Department was known to the in-
dividusals who made applications for their friends for the
appointment, &lthougn I find no.ning on record, and urged as

reasorg the complaints by Llark as gufficient for your re-

moval. L have no hesitztion ia saying that if Clark had

s

2 \ -
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nede no complaint sgeinst you that you would not have
120
been remcved. ie always professed great regret at your removal.

Clark hed nad considerable t rouble with Forsyth
abocut +the regulsation thet lndisn agents should remain con-
stantly at their posts. Forsyth fretted at being asked to
stay at 2ock Island, after the sSauk and Fox had left
for their winter hunt, %o be gone for seven or eight months.
Lot a winter passed but Forsyth requested Clurk's permissdon
to spend it in Si. Louis. FPrivate business, family, poor
nealth, desire Tor & more varied diet,anything was given for:
an excuse to loave Rock Island. 4t times, one wonders from
the description of his healtih Low he as able to atiend
tc nis duties &t the agency. the pressure of private business
celling Forsyth to St. Louis so often and for such extended
periods of time makes one speculate as to what this business
co.1d nave been. »rew agents at this time escaped the charge
of veing interested in the Indian Yrade. .as Forsyth en-
gaged in the trede? as it land speculation?

Apperently Forsyth did not feel thet these fur-
loughed absences from his nost could iave Teen the cause of
“his removal for, as ne wrofe to Asﬁley in 18, "1 was
always at‘a loss to xnow why I wes removed, Wwhat were the
charges ageainst me, and frcm wial source the charges came.

I always had good reeson to believe that Clarx was inimical

to me, but when I hesrd the anature o the charges which it 1is

12%)raper Liss., 2% 52
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'said he has made against me at wJashington. .Maj)r vampbell,
the United Stutes agent for the lead mines at the iever
informed & friend of mine that it was currently reported at
Jashington thatilark charged me with being friendly and
holding conmunication with the oritish ig Canade,-in short,
that I was a traitor to the United otates, and tiat that
was Tt he cause of my dismissal. If "nere is proof of such
cherges, 1 will vindicute my reputation by puvlishing some
of Clark's foul deeds to the world.le4
Yhat there Waé some question of the wisdom of
forsyth's dismissal is seen in the following letter marked
unofficial, from andrew uughes to weKenney., "Relative
to the removal of Forsyth and the »robable eifect it may
have on the confcreuce proposed to be neld with the 1ndians
at rrairie du Chiens- 2dorsyth is out. ﬁebhad friends among
the Indisns. .hat effect will this have on the chiefs who
were his friends? Will he now tekxe any interest ia the
Indian treatlyy 1 should Jjudge not. Uught not the chiefs
of the Savk be seen and have all the matter fairly exnlained
1206 '
to themd -
forsyth, however, remained &t Zock lslend until
_ , . ' 126
after the treaty was neld with caux and £ox in august,
ke continued to De interested in indisn aifairs eﬁen after khis

184 pever liss., 6, 167
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and always exoressed his willingness to do anything he could
in the indian couwniry. In 1831, he wrole Beveral artidles
at the reguest of Louis Lass, wio was busy at tnat tiue
collecting informetion coucerning the Llpdian country. For-
syith wrote his article on the rur Lrade, an article on the
characters of tne principal Indians of the Saulk and Fox, an
erticle on the irade to and .est of <thne Raorky rtlountains, and
the Yrzde with .exico. Lveryone of these articles shows
mueh practical knowledge and keen insight in these motters.
when the guestion of selling the Ssuk and Fox half breeds!
claims to the lend north of the De woines in 1831, asiley
consul ted Forsyth as to weev.er lhe would zccepnt the apnoint-
ment as one of the commissioaers to gsetile ihis claim. sor-

&

.yth refused to scc vt any a pointment coming from tie war
Jepartment, and refused to neve anything to do with Clark.
e did advise the survey of ithe half breeds' lends and i ne
employment oif & vatholic priest 1o vescn schocl andé instruct
the :wlf-breeds in religlon. LYhis e thought would be &
pleasure to the indianc and nmi~nt at 0o greut distance of (ime
influence sone of the indians to embrace civilized liFe. .is
reason for recommending & vatholic priest was that

nine tentis ol the latiers of tue aelf breeds were srencn

Catholics anli .nil therefore & wval-olic nriest would be

more respecied by the Indlans than a clergyman of any other

- . s s f s e o Ley
prefession and liuble to iaflue.ce tihls groupe.

1o7Llraper ..8s., 61, 166
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«nis sugsgestion 1s loatervectlins 1n showing tae crozress of the

idea of civilisu.lon was Laling even anons fUrier 0590Lalivi.

Lie Teell tnaet vorstn ned creat influence witn

1

the indiaas conbinued down unbil Lis death in 1835. 1Ia June

of 182, Viark wes adviced by o relative of uwis tu writve to
Al

forsy

2

<

th and revue b his scrvices to avsist tue arsy uznder tne
comaand of atiziison. wccording to crogrt:, Cleris refused
do this becumse it would be snoviag the government an
peonle 1u the comntry that nis services could not e dispensed
with. it was oublicly s&id by nany whites and Ly the vesce
party of the <& it gnd Jor thst If sorsst: had remsised ot Hoci
ce would eove been uo trouble
bet. een the whites and the Indisae mnd  the

Black zZawk .Jer would never nave taren vleéce.

12¢&
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