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First Interview Session (April 25, 2006): Tapes 1-3

Tape 1/Side 1

00”00:21	Robert Rodini was born in Albany, California, in 1936.  Most of his early years were spent living in El Cerrito, which is near Berkeley.

00:01:15	He describes his childhood.  He was a third generation Italian-American and the first person in his family to proceed beyond middle school and achieve an advanced degree.

00:03:14	Lonely childhood.  His family viewed friendships as more properly developed within the family circle of cousins, aunts, and uncles.

00:04:27	Elementary school.

00:10:24	He talks about his high school education.

00:11:30	RR relates his family history.

00:15:46	While he was in high school he enjoyed studying languages and literature.  His family wanted him to become a doctor or dentist.  He entered college intending to become a pre-med student.

00:18:39	Some early intellectual influences on him included his high school English teacher and Spanish teacher.

00:23:19	His mother and grandmother spoke Italian in the home sometimes.

00:26:21	RR always expected to go to college, but also to work at the same time.

00:28:36	University of California at Berkeley in 1954.

00:31:14	End of side.

Tape 1/Side 2

00:31:17	Robert Rodini discusses attending Berkeley as an undergraduate.

00:35:18	RR describes his intellectual movement toward Italian.

00:36:26	The influence of several courses and professors made him realize he wanted to pursue an academic career.

00:42:30	He describes the Italian department at Berkeley.

00:44:14	Faculty gave students very little moral support.

00:47:04	RR graduated from Berkeley in 1958 with a degree in Italian.  He stayed on to complete his masters in Italian.

00:48:30	He received a Fulbright grant to study at the University of Florence. 

00:50:23	He describes living in Florence.

00:51:21	RR pursued his PhD at Berkeley in Romance languages and literature.  He explains the advantages of this course of study over a major in Italian.

00:55:38	He talks about choosing his advisor and dissertation topic.  RR completed his dissertation while working as an instructor at UW-Madison.

00:59:25	He wrote his dissertation on a sixteenth-century comedy and short story writer.

01:01:15	He describes looking for a job.

01:02:17	End of side.  End of tape.



Tape 2/Side 1

01:02:30	Robert Rodini continues to talk about looking for an academic job.

01:04:33	RR describes interviewing at the University of Wisconsin-Madison in January 1965.  He thought the department of French and Italian at UW had a lot of promise as there were only two faculty members in Italian Studies at that time.

01:06:59	He began teaching at UW in fall 1965.  He talks about the combination of French and Italian studies in a single department.

01:10:02	RR describes courses he taught.  Introductory language courses.

01:11:03	Course on seventeenth-century literature.

01:11:45	He didn’t enjoy teaching advanced language courses as much.

01:12:53	General courses on the Renaissance.

01:13:17	Seminar topics.

01:14:49	He has taught in Italy.

01:16:59	RR talks about teaching more generally and his students.

01:22:01	He describes trends in student interest in studying foreign languages.

01:24:21	Merits of the way language is taught at UW.

01:25:57	RR thinks French and Italian peaked in excellence about ten years ago.  Loss of certain key faculty members and an influx of “spoiled” new faculty have weakened the department.  New faculty are unwilling to supervise introductory language courses.

01:28:15	At the end of his career he taught a seminar on gender issues and lyric poetry.

01:32:25	End of side.

Tape 2/Side 2

01:32:29	Robert Rodini describes his research.  His first publication was his revised dissertation.

01:33:30	Articles on sixteenth-century comedy.

01:34:38	His interest in lyric poetry grew.  Michelangelo’s poetry.

01:36:27	Research of poetry written by women in the sixteenth century.

01:38:12	RR considers his research on women poets to be his most significant scholarship.

01:39:29	Annotated Ariosto bibliography.

01:41:35	Study of Italian nationally remains strong.

01:42:27	National ranking of the UW department of French and Italian.

01:43:46	RR describes his research on Michelangelo.

01:47:30	He discusses the tenure process.  RR has served on divisional committees concerning tenure.

01:54:21	RR describes how he built up the department.  He had influence on whom the department hired.  Senior members of the department continued to build by doing much of the “grunt work” that younger faculty deprecate.

01:58:40	He describes his colleagues in the French faculty.

02:01:16	End of side.  End of tape.

Tape 3/Side 1

02:01:18	Robert Rodini recalls the impact of campus protest on the department of French and Italian.  The department has always been politically on the left.

02:04:34	RR chaired the department from 1979 to 1982.  He describes his tenure as chair and the issues with which he dealt.

02:09:22	TA strike. 

02:16:30	RR describes some of the “key players” in the department of French and Italian, such as Elaine Marks and Christopher Kleinhenz.

02:24:41	He talks about Yvonne Ozzello.

02:26:14	Mary Leiden.

02:27:39	RR begins to discuss his service activities.  Editorship of the journal Italica.
02:29:45	Committees of the Modern Language Association.

02:31:04	He served on advisory boards of the National Endowment for the Humanities, American Council of Learned Societies, and the Fulbright Commission.

02:31:55	End of side.

Tape 3/Side 2

02:31:57	Robert Rodini continues to describe his service for the Fulbright Commission.

Second Interview Session (April 27, 2006): Tapes 3-5
Tape 3/Side 2, continued

02:34:06	RR talks about his committee service at UW-Madison.  Research grant committee.

02:57:48	He also found service on the L&S Divisional Committee to be a rewarding experience.

03:02:27	End of side.  End of tape.

Tape 4/Side 1

00:00:01	Robert Rodini describes the tenure process in the L&S Divisional Committee.  Difficulty of evaluating artistic creative processes for faculty from the School of Music or the arts.

00:10:55	He thinks that in general tenure is handled well at UW.

00:13:41	Tenure has become more difficult to achieve. 

00:20:08	He talks about denials of tenure in the Divisional Committee.

00:23:14	Tenure for creative writers or foreign language teachers.

00:25:47	Relationship between the Divisional Committee and the dean, E. David Cronon.

00:29:03	The Divisional Committee dealt with the humanities.

00:29:50	End of side.

Tape 4/Side 2

00:29:51	Robert Rodini speaks about his service in the Faculty Senate.  He describes his jaded opinion of the Faculty Senate.

00:33:00	In general he thinks faculty governance has served the university well.

00:34:42	RR talks about why he became such an active university citizen.  His service did not interfere with his research.

00:36:38	RR evaluates the various chancellors under whom he has served.  He talks about Donna Shalala and her advisory committee.  She personally asked him to serve on the committee.

00:44:44	Impressions of chancellors David Ward and John Wiley.

00:47:38	RR talks about students at UW.

00:52:32	He describes his departure from academia and his subsequent career in the health care field.  He had started to volunteer at Meriter Hospital.

00:57:07	RR served on the Board of Trustees of the Friends of Meriter.

00:58:56	End of side.  End of tape.

Tape 5/Side 1

00:58:57	Robert Rodini describes the satisfaction of having many distinguished former graduate students.

01:02:17	He describes being presented with a festschrift entitled The Medusa’s Gaze.  One of the contributors was his thesis advisor.

01:06:58	End of side.  End of tape.  End of interview.
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