Silver-Coated Insects: Concept and Perception
LaPointe,M., Flanagan, M. and Clokey, G.; University of Wisconsin-Whitewater
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Figure 3: Exhibition of the insec

Introduc

| am interested in express
between an organism’s life
that the medium of metal
for representing the perma
while the organic carcass
represented the impermane
Previously, | had cast honey b€
silver and found that a great a
detail was lost by this method. Look
maintain detail, | turned to the proces
sputter coating. This process, used for
electron-microscopy, provides a thin metallic
finish yet preserves the fine detail of the
specimen. |n addition to exploration of a
new technical process, | was interested in
whether or not viewers were understanding
my concept. To determine this |
incorporated a survey into the exhibition of
the insects. The survey showed that many

btal coated insect with shadows
to the ceiling

Discussion

the exhibition, the survey
were compared with the original
concept. Nearly fifty percent
ed with my artist statement for the
. which was not posted during the
Ibit. Though the other responses did not
orrelate with the original idea, they did
offer fresh viewpoints on the work. For
example, one response noted the relation of
the mechanical aspects of natural insects to
the metal finish of those exhibited- not
exactly the intended concept but still a note
well worth pondering.
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Figure 2: Sputter coater machine used to

viewers understood the idea | was aiming to coat insects in metal prior to viewing Kostrna, Dustin Wisch, and
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