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Tape 1/Side 1
00:00:050  AM was born in Chicago in 1909, the youngest of three children.  In 1915, the 
family moved to Milwaukee where his father got a job managing a men's department store.  At 
age seven, AM had a Saturday Evening Post delivery route in Chicago, and then got a larger one 
in Milwaukee.  He also was a clerk in a variety store when he was fourteen, then worked in a 
department store, ushered at a movie theater and later worked in the packing department at 
Gimbles.

00:00:54  AM attended three elementary schools and two high schools, graduating from 
Milwaukee's Washington High School in 1925.  He spent a semester at Milwaukee Normal, 
which later became Wisconsin State Teacher's College, then finally the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

00:01:18  AM then spent the next three semesters enrolled at Joliet Junior College.  Since 
neither school offered calculus, AM went on to Northwestern University, where he majored in 
mathematics.

00:01:58  AM got his B.S. degree in 1929, and received a $500 fellowship, which involved 
teaching a section of algebra.  He earned an MA in 1930.  Warren Weaver, the head of the 
Mathematics Department at the UW, gave a lecture at Northwestern.  While there, Weaver 
offered AM an instructorship at Madison during the next year, which would provide funding for 
AM's Ph.D. studies.  AM came to Madison in 1930, received his Ph.D. in 1936, and stayed until 
his retirement in 1974.

00:02:56  After receiving his Ph.D., he was offered jobs at Michigan State and in the UW's 
extension program.  AM took the extension job, which required him to work in Racine and 
Kenosha, because it would allow him to work more independently.

00:03:32  In 1946, Racine contributed a building to the extension program, allowing for the 
creation of the Racine Extension Center, of which AM was made assistant director.  In 1954, he 
became the director.

00:03:54  In the 1960s, AM's title was changed to dean.  In 1967, the Racine Center became 
part of UW-Parkside.  In 1969, AM asked to return to teaching.  He then taught at Parkside 
until his retirement.

00:04:17  In the early 1930s, the requirements for a Ph.D. included a concentration in a 
particular area of mathematics, passing a tough oral preliminary exam, passing a reading 
knowledge exam in French and German, completing a thesis, and passing a relatively easy oral 
final exam.

00:04:53  AM's major professor was Mark Ingraham, who was the department head from 1932 
until he became Dean of Letters & Science in 1944.

00:05:18  Warren Weaver left the UW in 1932 to become a vice-president of the Rockefeller 
Foundation.

00:05:27  Dean Charles Slichter had little contact with the Mathematics Department, according 
to AM.  Professor E.B. Skinner was close to retirement when AM was a student, and had ceased 
teaching advanced courses.  H. W. March was primarily an applied mathematician.  Rudolph 
Langer was a fine mathematician in the field of analysis, according to AM.  AM says that most 
of his courses were with Langer and Ingraham.  C. C. McDuffy arrived as a professor during 
AM's final year in the program.

00:06:16  Seminars were held for the graduate students, during which one of the students might 
present a paper from a foreign journal.  There was also a Mathematics Club.

00:07:25  A full time teaching load for an instructor in mathematics was four courses, or fifteen 
or sixteen teaching hours a week.  Most of the graduate students were part-time instructors, 
although AM became full time when he got married in 1934.  His income for part-time work 
was $80 per month.  His income as a full time instructor was $1500 per year.

00:08:05  Glenn Frank, who was president of the UW when AM arrived, was a good speaker.  
E.B. Fred was a good president, according to AM.

00:09:00  AM lived at the University Club from 1930 until his marriage in 1934.  He ate at 
Piper's Cafeteria rather than at the Club because the latter was so expensive.  The Club dining 
room was a popular gathering place for faculty at lunchtime.  AM played Duplicate Bridge at 
the Club on Saturday afternoons.

00:10:44  In 1935-36, AM directed a new Duplicate Bridge Club.  E.B. Van Vleck and J.H. 
Van Vleck also played bridge at the club.  J.H. Van Vleck had memorized the timetables of all 
the railroads in the United States.

00:12:12  There were few women on the faculty in 1930.  AM can only remember one 
professor, Helen C. White, from the English Department, and one instructor, Florence Allen, 
from the Mathematics Department.  There were never more than two female graduate students 
while AM was a student; and there were never any black students.

00:13:10  In the mid-1930s, the UW began offering lower level courses in a variety of subjects 
in communities around the state through the extension program.  Registration was done through 
an extension division field worker.  Most courses met twice weekly.  The instructors were 
mostly graduate students, and usually dissertators.

00:14:43  In 1936, AM says he may have been the only resident instructor for the extension 
program in the state, and perhaps the only Ph.D. in the system, as well.  He generally taught four 
courses each semester, two in Racine and two in Kenosha.  AM says the quality of the students 
was comparable to the Madison campus.

00:15:25  By the early 1940s, enrollments were increasing significantly, until they were 
interrupted by World War II.  In 1942, AM became a part time instructor, while taking a second 
job as an aircraft engine test inspector at Nash Motors in Kenosha.  Later, AM was made 
coordinator for a pilot training program for which the university had contracted.

00:16:47  During this period, AM's schedule was hectic.  He worked at Nash in the morning, 
worked with the pilot training program until evening, then taught classes in the late evenings.

00:17:13  AM planned on leaving the extension program after the war.  But after 1944, the new 
extension center and the increasing enrollments spurred by the return of the soldiers provided 
new opportunities.  The returning soldiers wanted to make up for lost time, and so were eager to 
learn.  AM says this made for stimulating classes.

00:18:26  AM says that the extension faculty was good, and that the average grades of students 
at the Madison campus who started out in the extension program were a bit higher than those of 
students who spent all four years at Madison.  With the new building in Racine, the extension 
was able to add biology, chemistry and physics to the curriculum.

00:18:56  According to AM, quality was maintained in the extension program in part because of 
the strong ties to the Madison campus through department chairmen.  Each department in the 
extension had a chairman who was also a professor at the Madison campus.

00:19:28  As Assistant Director of the Racine Center, AM had primary responsibility for the 
adult evening programs.  During the 1953-54 school year, AM told the director that he wanted 
to return to full time teaching.  Before this could happen, the director took another job, and AM 
agreed to remain as acting director while a search for a replacement was made.  AM says he 
liked the job, and eventually stayed for fifteen years.

00:20:24  All the expenses of the physical plant for the Center were paid by the city of Racine, 
according to a budget which AM prepared annually.  In 1958, AM began lobbying the city for a 
new building.  In the early 1960s, he got approval from the city council.  Construction began in 
1963 and was dedicated in 1965.  

00:21:21  In 1967, the UW-Parkside was established, and was located between Racine and 
Kenosha, instead of at the Racine Center, although in the beginning most of the classes were 
taught at the Racine and Kenosha centers.  The centers were eventually phased out, and the 
Racine buildings were taken over by the Racine Vocational School.

00:22:07  The faculty of the extension centers were appointed by the extension division 
department chairmen.  Every fall, before classes, the faculties of all the centers would meet in 
Madison.  In the late spring of each year, the Racine Center held a convocation to honor 
students who had excelled in some area or activity.

00:24:07  In 1961, AM was honored by the Johnson Foundation to mark his twenty-fifth year at 
Madison.

00:25:41  In 1963, the centers were taken out of extension, and the University of Wisconsin 
Center System was established.  Center directors were then given the title of dean.

00:26:02  AM is a member of Phi Kappa Phi, Phi Beta Kappa and Sigma Xi.

00:26:33  AM offers some remarks concerning Kenneth Wagner, Paul Trump, and H.L. 
Turreton, who were all in graduate school with AM.

00:28:07  AM relates a story about Paul Wyrick, who is now the head of a major national right 
wing organization.  Wyrick, a student at the Racine Center, once accused an instructor of being 
a communist during a visit by a member of the University Board of Visitors.  AM was 
determined to back the instructor in the name of academic freedom, but no official charges were 
brought by the Board.

00:31:38  End of side.  End of interview.
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