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First Interview Session (April 16, 2011): Digital File

Time

Keywords

00:00:00
Intro

00:01:00 
Your full name: Kenneth Edward Becker

00:01:25
 Question: When and where were you born? Oct. 17, 1923 Johnson Creek,

WI.
00:05:00 
Question: Please describe your family environment. Poor family—parents never owned car; never owned car; never owned bike; my clothes were made by my mother

00:06:30 
Question: Siblings? Parents? Schools? Special memories? 2 brothers; 1 sister; kindergarten-grade school at High School in Johnson Creek

00:08:31 
Question: Were you a good student? Social? Athletic? Extra-curricular? Employment? Volunteering? Average student. 
00:09:00 
Question: From what high school did you graduate? Year? Recognition? How did you feel at the time? Johnson Creek 1941

00:11:40
Question: When, where, and how did you service career begin? 1943 Selfridge. Question: How old were you? 19

00:11:40  
Question: Student status?1 year at Northwestern University

00:11:40 
Question: Please describe the first 100 days working for the President. Plain, hard work. Question: Did you go directly from high school to college? Military? Other? Vocational School in Milwaukee; parents could not afford any college $25 a semester at University of Wisconsin
Military function, tests, typing, cadet’s training—Miami Beach, TN, SC (Clemson)

00:22:50 
Question: Training? Enlisted, officer, other? Miami Beach, Santa Ana, CA, Kingman, AZ, San Marcos, Texas, Tampa, FL, New Found land, SC

00:38:49 
Question: Deployment orders? Flew new B-17 over to Italy, Azores-Africa-Italy. Questions: Exact initial post-training service placement? When, where, how, with whom? Flight training? When, where, with whom? Gunnery School- Kingman, AZ. Question: Navigation training? When, where, with whom? San Marcos, TX

00:49:37 
Question: Describe the responsibilities of your first training. Exact aircraft? B-17

00:52:00 
Navigation technology? Pilotage, Demo Reckoning-,Radio, Celestial Changes in navigation technology? Loran for year of Korean War
00:52:50 
Question: What was your impression of the state of the branch of military and your initial in-service placement/duty posting? Satisfied? Prepared? 348th Bomb Squadron, 99th Bomb Group, 15th Air Force Poggia, Italy. Well prepared: 200 hours.  Question: What was your impression of the general state of the military branch at the time? Good.  Question: Any change over time? Yes, not as well prepared by 1952

00:53:31 
Question: What was your impression of training in terms of preparing for duty?  Good, but usual six months was crammed into three months.  Question: What was your impression of funding of training? Adequate

00:57:10 
Question: What is the progression of your military placements relative to conflict? 6 weeks training Foggio. Less than 100 hours

01:00:00 
Question: What was your feeling then? Has it changed? Did it change during your time in the military? 

01:02:30 
Question: Did equipment change with technology? Yes.  Question: What was circumstance of your first mission? New crew.  Question: Have you studies any aspect of World War Two? Korea? No. Question: Have you read The Bridges at Toko-ri? Don’t think so.
01:10:00 
Question: As a bomber navigator, where you shot at? Wounded? Repairs? Aircraft names? Shot at on every mission by anti-aircraft fire. Never wounded but had over 100 holes in plane after one mission. Engine replaced.  Question: Specific Navigation technology utilized in each conflict? Change? Adequacy? Inadequacies? WWII- Dead reckoning and pilotage; Korea- Loran

01:12:00 
Question: What were your specific assignments in World war Two? In Korea? WWII flew 17 combat missions before end of war in Europe- then occupational duty until discharge in Dec. 1945. Korea was air/sea rescue on Guam.  Question:  Out of what air bases did you operate in each conflict? WWII Foggia, Italy B-17s; Korea Guam B-29.  Question: What is your feeling concerning each conflict? WWI- Fought for freedom; Korea-halt spread of Communism

01:15:32 
Question: Do you feel as if your safety was ever compromised due to short funding? 2 bombs didn’t drop. Tried to drop over Adriatic. Could not get 500 bombs to drop. Fuses revived. 

01:16:53 
Question: Missions in Europe? 4 missions with other crew usually one every 3 days.
01:22:00 
Question: Missions in Vienna? Lots of flack.
01:28:00 
Question: If shot down, chances of survival? Sometimes- either way never had a parachute on.
01:30:00 
Question: What was your best experience? Did get to see a lot of the world.
01:32:00 
Missions detailed.  Question: What did you dislike most? Watching planes get shot down. Often parachutes did not open. Food and housing was poor at our base: ate spam for 10 months. 100% opposite of 8th air force accommodations.

01:34:00 
3/12/45 Mission


01:39:00 
Missions detailed 4/1 and 4/2

01:45:00 
½ missions NE, then ½ missions NW. 

01:50:00
Bologna- close air support

01:57:00 
Linz- Australia; flack vests, almost went down, almost backed out.

02:03:15 
Question: Do you feel as though you were a part of the “Second Front” in World War Two? No, not in the Air Force “we bombed and destroyed to help in general”

02:05:00 
Question: Did you feel like you were fighting Hitler? Nazis? Germans? Fascism? Discussion of Hitler and Nazis.  Question: What do you feel were the objectives in each conflict? WWII- keep Hitler from conquering world; Korea- Halt spread of Communism.  Question: Do you feel as if you were fighting Stalin in World War two? Koreans? North Korea? Communism? Fascism? Communism. Question: Do you feel Stalin was an ally of a communist energy? No, an ally. 
02:07:43 
Question: How did you feel about the militaries of other participants in each conflict?  All helped to the best of their abilities. Not too much contacts “very little.” Cigarettes as barter or wages. Red Cross.  Question: Over what areas did you navigate? Which aircraft? B-17 Italy and B-29 Guam.
02:12:00 
Question: What was your best experience? Safe arrival home after mission and see Red Cross truck with coffee and donuts- ate 7 donuts and did not go to supper.

02:13:00 
Question: What was your worst experience? Taking off with 28 planes and 18 coming home. Food and black market was a bad experience.

02:14:27 
Question: How did your family feel about your time away? Worried like all others who had family in combat.

02:15:00 
(tearfully) Johnson Creek veterans, one killed at Iwo Jima, another killed, a Euro-theatre B-17 crew like Becker, a neighbor killed in the Pacific

02:28:00 
Flew Naples to Marrakesh, Casablanca, Sandstorms, Senegal, only officers could go into town ($10)

02:30:27 
Senegal to Brazil. Brazil to Guyana. Guyana to PR. PR to N. Palm Beach. Leave time story

02:32:24 
Question: Why did you choose to attend UW-Madison? Loved the UW; two uncles graduated there.
02:33:33 
Question: Was you family involved with the college decision? Yes. Sister made it possible for me to attend Northwestern before enlisting in the force.

02:37:13 
Question: Were you involved in any College organization? No.  Question: Do you have an impression of how students of your era differ from today’s students? Yes, we were more interested in learning than partying.  Question: What is your most positive memory of your student years? Being home after the war and being able to go back to school. I also enjoyed going to the football, boxing, and basketball games.  Question:  What is the most negative memory of your student years? Failing one class. The professor was Jewish and I am full-blood German.
02:43:00 
Question: Did your UW-Madison years prepare you for you later life? How? Yes. Question:  Where did you live in Madison during college: housing on campus? Housing off campus? Langdon St. for one year with 25-30 people, 4 in a bedroom with 2 backrooms. 213 ½ Mills St. in a private duplex house owned by a non-college student with 2 people in a bedroom. Hamilton St. attic one semester (crackers and cheese).
02:52:00 
Question: How did you re-enter the U.S. and college? GI Bill; many returning veterans. Question: What did you find different about returning? College meant a lot more.

02:52:20 
Question: What was your financial and family situation? GI Bill plus savings in service.  Question: Where did you live? 5 days in Madison- weekends home in Johnson Creek

02:56:00 
Question: You mentioned that the British flew night missions out of Foggia while the 15th Army Air Corp. was flying missions during the day?  Used same airport- our missions were over well before British took off. No integration.
02:56:12 
Question: Where you on the G.I. Bill? Yes.  Question: Was tuition VA subsidized? Yes.  Question: Did you have roommates? Known previously? How met? High School classmates.  Question: Studied? Major? Minor? Specialization? Extra-curricular? Sports fan? School of Business. Life long badger fan.  Question: How do you feel about your time at Madison? Loved it. Worth all football games; before and during uncle lived on Breese Terrace.  Question:  When did you begin considering military service? 1941 after High School graduation. I wanted to get into the air cadets but I needed 2 years of college at that time.  Did you have any preconceptions? Any family or friends in military? Wanted to fly.  Question: When and how did your entry take place? Enlisted 1942- Active duty 1943

02:57:08 
Question: How was navigation accomplished by the British at night and by the Americans during the day? Our quarters were in different areas. British planes were down and out of our way well before our takeoff time about 7 or 8 in the morning. Dead reckoning- not blacked out.

02:58:00 
When: dates as applied to all of the above. Jan. 1945 to May 1945 for me

Where: locations as applied to all of the above. Don’t know date but this was German base before Italy was invaded

Why: Personal views on the war over time. Has there ever a day in recorded history that somebody has not been at war?

Personal views on personal participation. Did what I was asked to do along with 16,000,000 other service men and women.

03:04:53 
Graduated 12/49 from UW-Madison and went to Barrington S&L 2 person office

03:06:00 
12/50 telegram USAF

-Report to Chanute Field, IL

-Sent to Guam

-Assigned Air/Sea Rescue Anderson AFB

-B-29 Search and Rescue

-Flew missions investigating jet storms

-Big triangle over Pacific taking readings

-Very unhappy

-Done after one year

03:10:03 
Better satisfied if sent to Korea

03:11:29 
October 50 terminated service

End of Interview Session
End of Oral History #1126
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