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00:00:02  Dorothy Keenan (DK) notes that she has prepared a narrative based on her experience 
at the UW which she will read for this recording.  DK was an undergraduate student at the UW 
from September, 1939 to May, 1943.  She grew up at a farm about eight miles south of Madison, 
and went to school in Oregon, Wisconsin.  She graduated from high school there in 1939.  Her 
mother wanted her to go to vocational school to prepare for a vocational career; but her father and 
high school principal encouraged her to go to college.  She reports that she did not consider 
attending any school other than Wisconsin because the UW was the most convenient.  A 
legislative scholarship paid for her tuition.  She worked for her room and board by helping to care 
for a disabled person.

00:02:30  As a child, DK comments, she wanted to become a librarian.  Because library studies 
required five years of schooling, which DK thought she could not afford financially, she decided to 
major in home economics.  But the home economics major would have required her to take 
chemistry courses for which there were laboratory fees not covered by her scholarship.  
Therefore, she decided to major in English.  Later, an uncle offered to pay her laboratory fees so 
that DK could major in home economics.

00:04:06  She remembers that her first days of school were at the same time that Hitler attacked 
Poland to start World War II.  Because she was so busy with her studies, she says, the start of the 
war did not have much effect on her at first.  She talks about getting used to walking to class and 
comments on orientation.  Registration occurred in the Red Gym.  She describes the registration 
process.  Students were allowed few electives, she reports.

00:06:06  DK comments further on the orientation process.  She talks about a posture 
examination given by the Physical Education Department.

00:06:43  DK talks about William Kiekhofer, an economics professor, whom she describes as a 
boring lecturer.  She says that large lecture classes always began with "the traditional skyrocket."  
She says that she liked her education classes and reports that she saw teaching as a way to serve 
and help.

00:08:36  She talks about her first education class, "School and Society," taught by John Guy 
Fowlkes, whom she says "talked in paragraphs rather than sentences."  She comments on her 
favorite education class, "The Child, His Nature and Needs," taught by John Rothney.  She talks 
about Professor Rothney.

00:10:08  She talks about a departmental project headed by Dr. Arvil Barr on the qualities 
possessed by good teachers.  Barr also taught the general methods class.  As part of Barr's 
project, students were given many tests and underwent many interviews.  DK reports that Barr 
came to observe her during her first year of teaching.  Someone else working on the project came 
to observe her five years later.  After ten years, she reports, she was asked to fill out a 
questionnaire for the project.

00:11:10  For her student teaching, she was assigned to a junior level class at Wisconsin High  
School.  She comments on her experience there.

00:12:18  She talks about taking a methods course in teaching science.  She talks about 
Professors Camilla Low and Glen Eye.  She comments on work she and other students were 
required to do with adolescents in a non-class setting.  DK helped students in the Wisconsin High 
School library.  She talks about work which other students did to fulfill this requirement.  
Professor Low supervised these "participation experiences."  Dr. Eye was principal of Wisconsin 
High School, she says.

00:13:51  For electives, DK took two education classes: "Early Childhood Education" and "Child 
Development," taught by Dr. Kai Jensen.

00:15:05  DK comments that there was much less of a practical emphasis to the curriculum at that 
time than exists today.  Students who were going to become teachers served as student teachers 
for only one hour each day, she says.  The home economics department required students to do a 
lot of practical lab work, she says.  She talks about various home economics faculty members and 
courses, including Ida Mortimer, who taught a food preparation class; Stella Patton, who taught a 
class in marketing and quantity cookery; Helen Waite, the home management house resident 
advisor; May Cowles, who taught a course in home management and household administration; 
Irene Haan; Dr. Dorothy Mendenhall, who gave lectures on reproduction and childbirth for the 
senior humanics course; and Cecelia Abry.

00:20:50  DK continues talking about faculty members and classes, including Miss Grant, a 
graduate assistant, who taught a beginning clothing class; Mrs. Julia Hill, who taught advanced 
clothing; Mrs. Agnes Leindorf, who taught related art and costume design.  DK reports that 
several teachers tried to help DK improve her appearance in some way.  Other faculty members 
discussed include Helen Dawe, Helen Parsons, and Helen Allen.

00:23:06  DK says that one of the home economics faculty members who influenced her the most 
was Mae Reynolds.  She talks about Reynolds' teaching techniques and things that students 
learned and did in Reynolds' classes.

00:24:52  Mrs. Francis Roberts was the director of the nursery school with which the home 
economics department was affiliated.  Roberts also gave lectures on child development for the 
senior humanities course.  DK identifies Roberts as her favorite teacher, and talks about her.  DK 
says Roberts stressed the importance of physical contact with young children.  DK talks about an 
assignment Roberts gave to students to write an autobiography.

00:28:18  DK says that Francis Zuill became chairperson of the home economics department 
during DK's first year of school.  Abby Marlatt, the previous chairperson, was ill in the hospital at 
the time.  Marlatt and Roberts were good friends, DK says.  DK tells a story about Roberts 
buying DK a new dress in honor of Marlatt, her ill friend.  Roberts left the UW the next year, DK 
says, because she did not agree with the administrative philosophy of Zuill.

00:30:17  DK describes Zuill as reserved, business like, and as a good lecturer.  DK says that 
teachers often went out of their way to contact DK, although DK never sought them out.

00:31:46  DK talks about Ruth Henderson, a teacher at Wisconsin High School and a professor at 
the UW who taught a home economics methods class.  She describes the content of this class.  
DK reports that Henderson required students to type their assignments.  Each student taught a 
high school class for an hour each day as part of this class, she says.

00:33:59  DK talks about a case study which she did on a little girl in a class for which she was a 
student teacher.  DK remarks on her science classes and Dr. John Willard, who was her chemistry 
lab instructor.  Bio-chemistry was taught by Dr. Fred Strong, she says.  Dr. Winans taught DK's 
physics class.  Many physicists of the time were working on atom smashing, she says, although 
this was "not being said publicly."  She describes Dr. Meek as an excellent physiology lecturer.  
She reports that the lab and quiz instructors gave the impression that they were unhappy about 
teaching women.

00:36:30  DK talks about her favorite science class, agricultural bacteriology.  She remarks that 
if she had been male, she might have changed her major to this area.  Her professor for this course 
was a woman, Janet Apple.  DK says she also liked her humanities classes, especially German.  
She discusses an English class taught by Warner Taylor.  She talks about another English class 
taught by Ruth Wallerstein.

00:39:33  DK talks about other courses in economics, sociology, and music appreciation.

00:41:18  DK says she did not read The Daily Cardinal, and could not afford to purchase a 
yearbook.  She remarks that she seldom spent time at the Memorial Union or on State Street.  
During her junior year, she lived with a young couple.  She earned 50¢ per week for doing 
part-time work, she says.  Bus fare cost 5¢, and she hoped to use some of her money to take the 
bus to school on rainy days.  But, she says, the bus was usually too crowded to get on when it 
rained.  During the summers, she worked doing housework to save money for books and other 
needs during the school year.  Most required books, she says, were seldom actually used in class.

00:43:00  Most of her courses used readings from journals and books on reserve instead of 
textbooks, she says.  She talks about the reading requirements for a nutrition course.  She 
remarks that when she first arrived at the UW, she tried to complete all of the required reading for 
each of her courses.  She soon discovered that there was not enough time in which to do this.

00:44:06DK comments that most of the home economics students were from similar backgrounds.  
She remembers being in only one home economics class with a male student.  She does not 
remember having classes with black students.  She talks about her unawareness regarding 
segregation between blacks and whites which existed at the time.

00:45:28  End of side.
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00:45:32  She says that she was aware of discrimination against blacks and Jews, but does not 
remember witnessing instances of any.  Because of her religious beliefs, she says, she felt that "all 
persons were to be valued and considered as individuals."

00:46:15  After the bombing of Pearl Harbor, she remarks, military training programs on campus 
were "stepped-up."  The spring semester of that year was ended early so that more male students 
could finish their courses before leaving for the war.  She talks about the Waves, the Navy 
women's group, who were stationed on campus.  She talks about a group of Waves who were 
invited for a tea at the Home Management House.  Men from Truax Field were also invited to the 
house.  She remembers this time as being very sentimental and patriotic.  She talks about the 
effects of the war on the university and classes.

00:49:07  DK talks about a graduation reception at the home of E.B. Fred.

00:49:43  DK comments on her commencement ceremony, which was held in the field house.  
She and her classmates, she says, wore white food service uniforms under their graduation robes so 
that they would not have to buy white dresses.

00:51:53  She reports that her only career goal upon graduation was to become a good teacher.  
She thinks she did this, although her first few years were difficult.  She taught for eleven years in 
Wisconsin high schools, and earned a masters degree by attending the UW during summers.  
Later, she went to graduate school at the University of Illinois, and in 1961 joined the faculty of 
Southern Illinois University.  She says she does not like teaching at the college level as much as at 
the high school level.  She thinks this is because professors have less contact with students than do 
high school teachers.  Teaching is not the main goal at a university, she says.  She decided to 
leave high school teaching, though, because she thinks that teachers can get too old to be really 
effective.

00:52:57  She has continued working with young children by teaching religion classes for 
children at her church.  Currently, she is in charge of the academic advisement for Southern 
Illinois University's Vocational Education Department and continues to teach a few classes each 
semester as well.

00:53:54  DK reports that the quality of her education at the UW was high; and she is particularly 
grateful for getting a good science background.  She says she would have liked to have been 
exposed to more humanities while at the UW, but says she has been able to expand on the 
background she did get.

00:56:20  End of side.  End of interview.
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