	William R. Jordan III (#392)

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON ARCHIVES
ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

Interview #392
JORDAN III, WILLIAM R.


JORDAN, William R., III (1944- )
Director of Arboretum
At UW: 1977-

Interviewed: 1990	
Series: Arboretum History
Interviewer: Ralph Johnson
Length: 00:31:31

Background and creation of UW Arboretum; Michael Olbrich and Paul Stark; Colonel Joe Jackson's leadership; Aldo Leopold's arboretum idea; Restoration of prairie; Conservation movement; CCC in development of UW Arboretum.


Tape 1/Side 1

00:00:08  Classic work on ecological restoration at Arboretum.

00:01:07  Arboretum is a "kitty hawk"--nothing else like it in the world. 
 
00:01:49  Arboretum pre-history, from '10`s.

00:02:10  Madison Park and Pleasure Drive Association.

00:03:10  Michael Olbrich (`20's) attention to land west of Lake Wingra; had first idea to open 
the land for a park.

00:05:20  Mid '20`s, Paul Stark, Realtor...

00:06:06  Noland had first idea for an arboretum in 1908.

00:06:18  ...Stark said "let's have an arboretum."

00:07:05  1927 Olbrich got approval of Regents, i.e. if someone would give the land to him.

00:07:21  Olbrich committed suicide due perhaps to the crash on Wall Street during the Great 
Depression.

00:07:49  Creation of Arboretum came about in '30`s--Depression brought land prices down; 
Great Dust Bowl brought about a need for preserving land.

00:09:15  200 acres of lowlands were acquired east of Lake Wingra for about $15,000.

00:09:28  In 1941, 230 acres of uplands purchased for about $13,500. 

00:10:12  By 1941, Arboretum assumed its present outlines--1,100 acres.  Today there are 1,280 acres.

00:10:39  Land purchased mainly from gifts.

00:10:55  Colonel Joe Jackson was the "spark plug"; he assumed leadership for the project in 
1931-2.

00:11:35  Louis Gardner wealthy friend of Jackson's made contributions.

00:12:25  Idea of arboretum evoked ambivalence.  The fundamental interest was to preserve the 
land as an amenity of open space.  It was then turned over to a committee of the University and 
used for outdoor teaching and research.

00:14:25  What to do with the land.  Not yet identified as an arboretum, or wildlife refuge.

00:15:11  Basis for the blueprint of Arboretum articulated by Aldo Leopold in his address at the 
Dedication on June 17, 1934.

00:15:44  Leopold proposed to restore the land to its pre-settlement condition. 

00:17:22  "Novel" ideas of Leopold: having a collection of whole ecosystems; reconstruct those 
ecosystems. 

00:21:35  In the '03`s, 250 acres were under restoration.

00:22:15  Reaction of conservationists; their recent concerns about the dust bowl and deforestation.

00:23:44  Arboretum became part of the Conservation Movement.  Arboretum was different 
because rehabilitation was not the only objective, historical reclamation was its key note.

00:25:20  In '30`s and '40`s, surveyor records were used to learn original landscape.

00:27:18  First restoration project was prairies.

00:27:31  John Thomson, student, later Botany professor at UW, was involved in the first 
tinkering at the site of prairie restoration-which consisted of corn and hay fields (Curtis 
Prairie--60 acres).

00:29:11  Needed seeds and a model for restoration.

00:30:24  In 1935, CCC Camp opened at Arboretum.

00:31:07  Prairie was the endangered community in Wisconsin.

00:31:31  End of interview.
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