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First Interview Session (May 7, 2013): Digital File

Time	Keywords

00:00:00	Start of Interview/Interviewer’s Introduction. 

00:00:51	Question: How did Brandon Barwick (BB) get to Madison? Answer: BB grew up in Janesville then went to UW-Whitewater, where he got a degree. He expressed in interest in elementary education, which he felt came from having educators as parents. He then talked about taking various jobs in various locales before moving to Madison.

00:03:03	[no question] He moved to Madison in early 2009. He knew he wanted to live in Madison, because of his interest in progressive issues and politics. He became involved in acting and the theater scene, as well as other different jobs. These ideas led BB to discuss his interest in music, which started with playing the trombone in high school. His interest in music led to becoming involved in the Forward Marching Band and the Solidarity Sing Along (SSA).

00:05:55	[no question] Once in Madison, BB still took classes, including creative writing and music at Madison College. He has continued to work at various jobs, noting that his work for the Solidarity Sing Along has felt like full-time (unpaid) work. He also noted here: his involvement with SSA has led to myriad weekend SSA gigs.

00:08:35	Question: Involvement in politics, pre-Madison? Answer: BB’s family life included political discussions, which BB became involved in at any early age. (He noted that while he considered himself a progressive or liberal not all his family felt the same way.) When a politician came to Janesville, BB’s mom would take him and his sibling to it. He ran for political office as early as elementary school. He stated here that he liked meetings; he found them to be the best way to learn and to try to move forward on issues. He then concluded this section with his involvement in college politics at UW-Whitewater.

00:13:16	Question: 2010 election? Answer: As BB noted earlier, he knew that then candidate Scott Walker would not align at all with BB’s political beliefs. This thought led him back to the 2008 national election when then Governor Doyle came to speak at UW-Whitewater (BB attended, although he had graduated a couple of years before). Doyle’s words moved BB to work for Senator Obama’s campaign. He also reminded the interviewer of his earlier comments about Governor Walker’s stand against the proposed light rail system as another red flag for BB against him.

00:17:24	Question: 2011 protest? Answer: BB was working in state government in late 2010 when he broke his foot, playing basketball. He then spoke of how that injury affected his involvement in the Capitol protests that winter and spring. He tried to attend as much as he could, including going to the big Saturday rallies, but his injury hampered his involvement some. 

00:22:36	[no question] BB noted that the boot on his foot came off in May. After that he continued to go the Capitol, even though the big protests had decreased. There, he met a group of drummers and eventually the SSA folks. At that point he increased his attendance at Capitol events, including the SSA. He transferred to Madison College, which has a downtown branch, so he could still attend classes and get to the Capitol often.

00:25:56	[no question] BB continued his thoughts about the Capitol protests by focusing on the interviews he conducted with over 100 people who participated in the SSA. He explained his reasoning for doing it and what he gained from it. 

00:29:57	Question: Solidarity Sing Along? Answer: BB said he started attending regularly in May 2011, remembering enjoying meeting many people with a similar vision as well as singing, which was therapeutic for him. Over time he got more involved in WNPJ assembling songbooks, playing in the Forward Marching band and other activities.

00:32:45	[no question] In April 2012, he began his interviewing project, assuming Gov. Walker would lose the recall election and the Solidarity Sing-Along would end. He remem-bered this as a fascinating process.

00:35:17	[no question] Continuing to narrate the recall election, which Walker won, he remembered approaching Reeder that because SSA meant so much to so many people, it should be continued. After Walker won and Reeder only suggested it continue on Fridays, BB decided to lead it, continuing singing every day--Reeder also became the focus of some discontent, with attacks coming on facebook and elsewhere.

00:39:54	[no question] BB explained changes at the Capitol since the recall election—redefined titles of “leader,” more tickets, changes in the Capitol Police, crackdown on demon-strations, etc. He recounted how in September 2012 (after 18 months of no one getting a ticket), he got a citation for obstructing access, and this continued inconsistently for months. He talked about how unprecedented this was and how time-consuming the process became.

00:46:42	[no question] Continuing to talk about “the crackdown,” he explained how high-ranking police officers approached him as the leader to get permits, but no one agreed to this since they felt it to be an abridgement of freedom of speech under the state’s constitution. After months of these constant fees and jury trials (he got 23 tickets), he stepped down as conductor, but then they started issuing tickets for people just participating in it. He said none of the cases that have gone through the courts have resulted in a conviction.

00:55:33	Question: Social media? Answer: BB noted that Reeder had started a facebook page, which had been instrumental in connecting people with SSA. While SSA didn’t have a YouTube channel, he thought thousands of videos circulated about the protests. He and another co-conductor managed the facebook page—he explained how involved this process with, posting about music, protests, legal issues, etc.

01:00:40	[no question] BB reflected on how to market the facebook page and the SSA. He explained how a freelance artist contributed pictures and art to the movement almost daily and how he networked with these graphics. He also talked about how he tried to be responsible with information he posted and who he banned from the page.

01:04:47	End of First Interview Session

Second Interview Session (May 23, 2013): Digital File

Time	Keywords

00:00:00	Start of Interview/Interviewer’s Introduction. 

00:00:22	Question: Social media? Answer: BB described the usefulness of facebook and Twitter for communicating information quickly, particularly among people with smart phones. 

00:03:16	Question: Involvement with Forward! Marching Band? Answer: The band had formed before the protests (January 2011), but gained steam during them.  BB estimated about 30 members at its peak. When BB joined the Solidarity Sing-along in May 2011, he learned about Forward! Marching Band. As a trombone player, he was intrigued. BB joined the group in December 2011 and performed with them several weeks later. They appeared frequently at rallies in the run-up to the recall election of 2012, as well as at the Dane County Farmers’ Market.  They recently opened at the Majestic. BB described Forward! Marching Band as a “radical street marching band.” He was the most seasoned trombone player in the group until recently.

00:13:35	Question: Recall election?  Answer: Both the Solidarity Sing-along and the Forward! Marching Band performed at the Capitol the evening before the recall election, as well as the day of the election itself. BB also collected interviews that day. After news of Barrett’s loss reached him, BB left to do schoolwork and eat pizza. 

00:17:20	[no question] BB described the Madtown Liberty Players, a street theatre troupe, that often used puppets. On his way to Ian’s Pizza on the evening of the recall election, BB ran into a member of the troupe sporting a “Matilda the Badger” costume. After the failed recall, the Sing-along continued to large, albeit mournful, turnout. 

00:21:26	Question: Involvement in other 2012 elections (e.g. presidential)? Answer: Between school, the Sing-along, and theatre, BB was too busy to phone bank or go door-to-door.  He was pleased with national results, but disappointed by the tables turning at the state legislature. BB remarked that both he and Paul Ryan hailed from Janesville. The Sing-along incorporated lyrics about Ryan into their work (although they did not endorse Obama). 

00:26:07	Question: Any gigs on Election Day? Answer: BB detailed a gig the night before Election Day at the High Noon Saloon that featured both the Solidarity Sing-along and the Forward! Marching Band, as well as other local bands such as the Raging Grannies and Yid Vicious. Election Day marked the 500th Solidarity Sing-along. 

00:28:23	Question: Reflections on effects of political involvement? Answer: He said he did not want to read any books or watch any movies about the protests, but instead desired to “stay in the moment.” BB described his life as “completely changed,” with new friends and activities, as well as a host of claims against him by the State of Wisconsin. He stated his long-term goal as returning to school for a graduate degree in order to become a university professor. BB expressed his love for the city of Madison. He also talked briefly about his interest in performing. 

00:35:42	End of Second Interview Session
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