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Tape 1/Side 1

00:00:00	SD gives some background information on himself.

00:01:10	He talks about his high school teacher William Schmidt, a UW graduate, who influenced him.

00:02:50	SD relates how he became interested in attending UW. The activity of the student movement at UW in the late 1960s was attractive to him because he had become politicized while at Elgin College, developing a strong opposition to the Vietnam War and a liberal political orientation.

00:04:30	He financed his education through out-of-state tuition remission, supplemented at times by Vilas and NAP fellowships covering tuition and room and board, and working part-time. He discusses his work-study job at the Dictionary of American Regional English and Frederic G. Cassidy, who directed the work there.

00:07:20	SD talks about Ogg Hall, his first residence in Madison.

00:08:10	Greek fraternities were highly unpopular at this time. SD did not join for political and social reasons.

00:09:10	He talks about the apartments where he lived after his initial year in Madison.

00:11:00	SD knew he was going to major in English when he came. He discusses the traditional but excellent curriculum for liberal arts majors. Chemistry 108 was the most difficult course for him. SD talks about his English classes. Close student relationships with TAs led to student support for the TAA union and strike around 1970. He deems the quality of the education he received at UW to be excellent despite large class sizes. SD enjoyed language courses, especially French; Peter Schofer was his favorite French instructor.

00:14:25	SD talks about two excellent English professors who had the greatest impact on him: Alvin Whitley, who taught Romantic poetry as well as Victorian and Edwardian literature, and Standish Henning, who taught Shakespeare. He was also quite fond of Philip Herring, who taught a James Joyce seminar and a course in modern fiction, and Joseph Whittreich, who taught a Milton course. He reiterates that his education was superb.

00:17:40	SD is concerned about what he perceives to be a drop-off in UW's national reputation, which he believes is caused in part by the administration's decision, in reaction to the student protest, to reduce the number of out-of-state students, especially from Illinois, New York, and New Jersey. He also thinks that the decision to rename the university "The University of Wisconsin at Madison," making it parallel with others in the state system, only contributed to the problem.

00:19:00	SD read the Daily Cardinal religiously and subscribed to it for several years after he graduated from UW. It was one of the best student newspapers in the nation. Its point of view was sympathetic to the anti-war movement, but it enjoyed an excellent reputation on campus. It was good for stories on the national political scene as well as on the university.

00:20:25	Time for leisure was scarce for SD. He remembers the Nitty Gritty with fondness. Restaurants and bars he frequented included Gino's, Paisan's Porta Bella, College Keg, Village Pub, and the Rathskeller. He loved the small theater at the Union. He did not participate much in recreational sports.

00:24:40	18-year-olds were allowed to drink beer. Drugs were prevalent on campus. SD did not see many hard drugs, though smoking marijuana was a common activity in the dorms. Psychedelic drugs were available. The sexual revolution had reached Madison by this time.

00:26:15	Wisconsin athletics were bad except for the hockey team. SD talks about football games. Student behavior, except for the fraternity crowd, was fairly jaded at athletic events except for hockey. SD still follows UW sports.

00:29:18	One of SD's principal reasons for coming to UW was the campus's reputation as a liberal or radical bastion. The political climate in the later 1960s was fascinating. Involvement in the protest movement on the UW campus left a lasting if nostalgic impression upon him. SD and his fellow protesters felt they were on the forefront of the national movement.

00:31:40	He remembers the leaders of the movement, including several involved in Students for a Democratic Society, and Jim Rowen and David Siff of the English Department, who uncovered the research being done at the Army Math Research Center. He recalls open hearings and discussions that were held before its bombing. SD and many other students felt that the university represented the higher ideals of politics and humanity, so the idea of an army math research center on the university campus struck them as immoral. They could not understand why the administration took so many measures, including firing Siff, to silence dissent after the Center's exposure. The principle of academic freedom seemed to fall victim to partisan national politics. 

00:34:25	SD and many fellow students came to UW as political liberals and became radicalized while they were here. He participated in rallies and marches. A very, very small minority of the protest movement was violent. SDS in particular was non-violent until some splinter groups broke from it. SD notes that most marches and rallies were peaceful. 

00:35:30	Students felt great sympathy for the National Guard when it came to campus because they felt those in the Guard were mainly draft-dodgers. The Dane County Riot Patrol was the most hated on campus because they came in riot gear and seemed to pick fights with students during protests.

00:36:10	SD remembers the day he heard about the killings at Kent State. The feeling was that the Nixon administration had resorted to outright violence against students.

00:37:10	By 1970/71 after the bombing of the Army Math Research Center, the spirit seemed to be sapped from the protest movement. Students were still opposed to the war, but it was ostensibly winding down. Much of the idealism of the movement was lost.

00:37:50	SD heard the percussion from the explosion at the Center in his apartment. He expresses sorrow at the death of the young physicist Robert Fassnacht. At the time, most students felt the attempt was to destroy property and not life since the bombing took place in the early hours of the morning on a weekend. SD understands why the individuals sought to destroy the Center, though he himself was a non-violent protestor.

00:39:43	He had a great deal of respect for President Harrington and expresses regret at his resignation. He mentions Harvey Goldberg.

00:42:20	SD was accepted as a master's candidate in English at the University of Michigan in the fall of 1971. He did not want to begin his program immediately in case he was drafted.

00:43:55	End of side.


Tape 1/Side 2

00:44:35	SD went back to his hometown and worked. He spent a year traveling around the US making candles for Waxworks.

00:46:00	By April 1972, Nixon reprieved all young men who had not yet been drafted. SD was readmitted to Michigan's master's program for the fall of 1972. He received his MA in 1973 and was admitted to the PhD program, which took him four years to complete. He was the editor-in-chief of Rackham Literary Studies, an interdisciplinary graduate literary review.

00:48:15	SD accepted a teaching position at the University of New Orleans in the fall of 1977, where he stayed for five years. His wife became an attorney in New Orleans. SD attended law school at Tulane starting in 1982. He talks about his impressions of law students at UW. He is now a trial lawyer representing injured people, but he also does civil rights work. He became a partner in his firm in 1990, and in 1994 he begins serving on its executive committee.

00:52:02	SD has lived in New Orleans for over 17 years, but he still feels like a Midwesterner. He would like his sons to attend either UW or the University of Michigan. He is a member of the Wisconsin Alumni Association, and there is a loosely-organized association of Wisconsin Alumni in New Orleans in which SD participates.

00:54:14	SD looks back on his days at UW with great fondness. He sees himself as a "battler for the little guy" because of his experience at UW. He feels pride at having been at Wisconsin, especially during the exciting time he was here. He hopes UW will continue to be a great national university, ranking with the other great public institutions.

00:56:58	End of side. End of tape.
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