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Digitization has become a core function in many academic libraries, so much so that any academic library ignores the phenomenon at its peril. Prepared or not, many more libraries are plunging headlong into various kinds of digitization projects. Despite serious copyediting problems, Mark Jordan's organized and pragmatic instruction volume should keep a wide variety of digitization projects on track and under budget.

The book walks readers steadily, seriously, and thoroughly through the planning, design, budgeting, rights-handling, technical and metadata considerations, staffing, and management of a digitization project, with a fictitious case study at the end to round out the discussion. Each chapter contains well-chosen and smartly annotated citations and links to additional relevant information, as well as internal cross-references when necessary. Decisions at every stage of a project are spelled out in detail, with each choice's advantages and drawbacks made clear; common hazards and pitfalls are noted without panic-mongering.

Image, text, audio, and video digitization each receive due attention; born-digital materials are mentioned where appropriate, but mostly glossed over. Any future edition should consider adding a section or chapter on website-capture projects, as their technical requirements, workflows, and special hazards differ significantly from other digitization projects.

Author Mark Jordan's familiarity with technical standards, metadata standards, software, and hardware approaches the encyclopedic, though he is careful neither to overwhelm readers nor to rely upon too-easily-dated technical content. This makes the book a godsend both for systems librarians managing their first major project and for administrative librarians who need to bone up on relevant standards and technology quickly. Library-school professors teaching digitization, systems analysis, or project management will also find much of use.

The book's chief drawback is its disastrous copyediting. Rare is the page without some sort of typographical or word-choice error, and to make matters worse, proper names are misspelled and at least one diagram is rendered incomprehensible by a misplaced label. The book's errata page (<http://interoperating.info/mark/node/70>) is wholly inadequate as of this writing. Library-school professors especially should check proper names and citations before assigning any part of this book to students.

Even so, this book is too good to ignore. It belongs on every novice digitizer's shelf, and even experienced practitioners will learn from it.

