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TO THE READER

Prison. The word brings bto mind images of imposinog

erehe forbres wy barved windows and barbed wire fenoing.

i3

Survrounding this desolate looking e bhareen,

parched land against a backdrop of somber gray

Echoing hollow coreidors Lined with Ly T el i nopaen

shriped uniforms, and solomn-faced guards defending solid

are i only signs of 1ifs.

&t any given moment in history, one may examineg a penal

ared Fingd el i odts arehitecture a socieby s

miorale, valuss, and belisefs. Wi v obhe Hnited States,

fras

research into the history of bthe fmerican penal

i v, and volunes

may be found on the topic

brean oquite st
in any local or school Dibeary. (e topic within penology,
however, which has not been adeguately adodressed, and which

is only now coming to the forsfront in penal studies, is the

wiameEn and (434 i BN,

arvsbiip be

ol in Wisconsin on bhe

tntil re

¥

¥

winmen and the state s penal system was

relationship

ar Cher s the

alme proesd shent . Moet
hiwsbory of men in Wisconsin and their relationship to

Wi e ral syebtem.  Then, oguite suddenly, several

prasparchers becamse a2ll exoited aboul womsn in Wisoonsin

@ omuch be bhe lesarned from the research and

pre s

interest in the relationship bebwsen womsn and peisons in

Wismconsin--such as Wisconsin's attituwess towsrd female

delinguents over the vears. Therstorse, an szamination of

frdd

one penal dnstitubtion in Misconsin the Wi



Home For MHomen, which was in opsrabtion From 1921 to 1745,

attibudes toward femals delingquents

itilwstrates Wisconsin'

curing bhe bwentisth cenbury.

5

F’!’”(Iﬁlig IR

initially, then, this paper will review th
Movemant and ite sub-omovements in order to suplain bthe social

e both the

ogy concerning the Yundesivables of s

pation and Wisconsin during the late ninetesnth and mid-

end bto argus that a sub-

twentiseth centuries.  MNext, T inl

movement of Progressivism, the Prison Refora NHorvemeni, gave

sérial Howe for Homewn, and that

was Fundamsntally different from the model ib was

suse of Wisconsin's preocoupation with the

Thies dittersnos

et ing and curing of veneseeal i

wontlol Gress a medical rather than social institubion. Also,

thers are at leasst fouwr possible

ointend to argus

win Industrial Home For Homen

reasons as Lo why the Mis

fell dnto ol suse in Ty, I intend to show bthat,

§ e

although the Hisconsin dndustrial Home for Howmen el
a hrisf twenty-fouwr yvears, it significantly i F L uenoecd -under

:

s prdson for

gf Mrs., Marcia Simpson--li

Phye leaders

PHCHITHERTY &



Progressivism in America and Hisconsin

The Frogres Mowemenlt , roughly spanning bthe vears
vl v h o] L

From the turn of the century to the mid-1%G0s, was a Lime of

grealt reform, wanning several different aspects of American

Tite. In order bto understand why the Siscensin Industeial

Home Tor WNowen beoams A iy, wi need Lo review

the slements of Progressivism, the entrance of Progres

5 viam

into Wisconsin polibics, and the sub-movemsnts wilbhin
Frogressivism. From there, an examination can proceed of one

Lhat was undergeing a transformation:  femals

Tite within prison.

54w PMovemenl? Hs Mobls

Tl

What APy WL

ity

The Frogressive movemsnt was & great social
reaction against the preceding age...compoundecd
of moral, political, economic, and intellectual
revolts, it was not restricted to one party but
ran through the entire gamut of political organ-
imations. Nor was it a product of a single scon-
tmic olass. Farmers and laborers were at its
core, but they were soon joined by multitudes
from the white collar and small business olasses
angd sven by some of the very richee.. 5

HH

g bo MNobhle' s ideas

Micomie Rafter, anobhsre “hArn, A
¥ r

ahoul the fmerican farmers, laborsrs, and white and bloe

mol lar workers being al the “core" of Amsrican Feogr
Fatter belisved that Lthe Progressive Movemsnt emerged Lo

orruption within local, state,

tackle such obther problens as
and federal governments, prison conditions, woman’s suffrage,
public health, and the conditions of slum neighborhoods (53,

&



From hietorian Fstelle Fresdman s perspective, the

Frogressive Movemsnt was a movemenl which hoped, through bhe

a from dts fFallsasn

L BB cial reform, to Yuplifbt?® Amerid
¥

morals and values (148,

anross the nalion, it affected

i fferently. The financial depression in
& ¥

397, heralded the beginning of

onsin, during TS

mEin.  Wisconsins conservative bhanbking

Frogresslvism in Wisoo

oy "Fi11 bhe ne

strategy, abttempbing Fow mapibal in bhe

{Thelen

state’'s rapidly supanding soonomy, "

ecmi ste, politicians, a o oabtempbed to

£

v e @l Chin The

ravive bhe iy, bhay o

structures of

i al and soocial

ey et bl

problems, Wisconsin's citizens twrned to

iwiam and its reforms in bthe hope of beidging the o

Py g &

onsin e rich and poor populations and in the hops

e . n

timg soonomic, polibtical, and L

arein e Flest of reformers was bhorn.

o deod ded

e s o of bhids depre

gap between bthe rich and the poor,

ills they perceived through the use

pusness’ (Thelen 71). Beoause the depression

Pibubte or finanocially

sl omany peopl

with ol asses

apped , U they were foroed into olc

@y FLran

of peopls who had b 1y burdensd before the

ok

R

iy Plwid them bo emesrge feom bhe

pradibions,

mfowrt of Pheir homege, values,

umptions? (Thelen 89). (ne

ify theie ols

and to

& blossoming of women s groups, such as

Ervel Women ' s Corps, Madison s




Bonevelent Soociety, Milwaukes s West Side Catholio Reel it

Cowps, and Lhe Wisconsin Woman SBuffrane Hssooiation (Thelen

8%, Thelen also claims that, in 189%, thirty-seven of

chy-ning women’ s clubs were formed

Wisconsin had the beginnings of a veform

Phmdr risw

how o promots

mevwvement , reforners

wmol upon.

ideas and how to get FENA accepted and ac

el en belisves thal would-he reformsrs soon ol scover sd

that the Wisconsin legislature held the key to thelr sucoess.

0y ol mooverad that it ow one thing to arouse ferment

They als

over a local problem, and it was guite apcther to arouse

abe a8 a

@ i seuss bthat dnvolved the s

o g e ey D

whinl e, Finally, the would-be reformers learnsd that the

mel for very hrief and intense peric

wel, bhe reformers would have Lo

e forms were ho De pé

ign vigorously prior to and during the meating of the

Gemnate (Thelean 1B

et

s

sambyd oy and

ive Movemsnt was a seriss of

Frvbwd nsedd wi b bhe Progre

s, dnd lusnoed

hemovemants which, to varying degere

obher o

included the Seocial Purity Povement,

P e
the Eugenics Movement, the Defective-Delinquent Novement, and
Fhe Prison Reform Movement, or New Penology Hovement (Rafier
Gé, &7, &9, &1y Fresdman 1103, I intend bto show how saoh of

the movements, i some way, conbributed to the way in whii oh

s oof the womsn €

Wisconsin reformers peroelved bthe purpo

raformatory.

Thie &y Purity Movewent as defined by Nicole Ratter,

was a "national campaign to oclsan oub saloons, stamp et

andards of

vige, ralse s cual morality, and sbtrengthen the

fmarican homes' (448477, e1aims bthat this movement




hegan with the idea of sradicabting prostitution, and

balloonsd into a movemsent “supporting temperance, moral

poivcation, seu bion, angd municipal government reform,

al literature, and vensresl

ard opposing gambhling, immo

(47%.  This movensnt, with its sophasis on sey

scducation and venereal ois v, hacd e odir Draaring on

Wisconsin's FProgressive Reforms. The influsnce was first

Felt in 1917% when Wisconsin's legislature began passing laws

that deslt with bthe sradicabion of venereal df¢

general public. L s, i 1919, the movement s ideas were

1 bhrough the medical reformation of female DELSONSrS

appli

WIHH. P oshould be noted that, although Wisconsin was

tion and vensrsal

veary invelved in o sradicating pro

b3

3]

s, Lhe SBoocial Puridty Movemsnbov overly strong in

Wiseconsin when it came to btemper @ances Wisconsin, exoeplh for

T

g Ribhon Leagus, was generally anti-perobdbition.

Prie Whit

The Fugeni Movewent, during the labe 180Gs and sarly

@ treatment of femals

190058, negatively influenced |

i

spees, Bugsenics is the belisd that lowsr clas

frar 47y, The Ffeeling

minorities are inherently inferior (Fa

seagl wiman b

that 1ow olass and race predlspo

anel therefore resulted in oriminal

U eebhle-ni ndedn

rendenc ss (Rafter 540, Onoe identified,

ramove Dhem from

2l booa fFeeling of separation and

Fhar B4y, Thie helisd 1

e late

mramian were bhelow

mheratse bhe matrons foit that b

arid that reforsm measuwres woulsd not help them

theiv ol

beegan bo

it

(Raftme H71,  Howsver, by the early 1900s, Euagenios

aght to prove the

moci al soiantists

+all into distavor

fHs



corractness of the Defective Delinguent Movement

PBefective-Delinguent Movement, strong in the sastern

porbinns of America, had as ibs fundamsnital belief the idea

that women who wers coriminals commibhed Dhelr orinss Dechuse

of mantael deficiencies. This differed from Bugenios

in this case, social class bhad no bearing on which women wers

mental 1y defio L. This belisd, supporbed by many

categories of scientis uming variows olassification and

ing devio

mEntbal Les Cwhich wers for the most part nob

o

proven to be sffective or wers

bo people obther than prisonersy, led

intelligencs b

1 hy a

the publis into believing that criminality was o
defactive mind because "largs numbers of lTawbraakers were

wo (Ratter

according to the testing device

sl

SR, &%) . This movemsnt sserged in Wlsconsin, when bthe st
Y I S Mis movement snerged in Wisconsin, when bthe si

fr e arg For oa pesyohologilosal gy war ol

learning the causs

¥

at the WIHM, in 1919, for the purpo

of criminality in womsn.  The defeoctive-del inogus idenl ooy

o, WHERRL WEmER

il

ghied not hegin to disappesr until the mid 19

archers such as Feanc

Pler, Bedford Hills® emnplovees,

Mary Convingbon proposed other theories as to bthe origins

e crdmimal ity

Pivee e the sub-movemsnt of Frizon Retform. Ths

wffooct on HmeErics was immense and orested the reformatory,

o b Fens For which perisonses

whiioh led to ochangss in

goale be sentenced, and led Lo cally differsnt matron and
prdmnner popul ations. This, howsver, will be coveresd in the

Foal Towing ohaphear.

The Frogresssive Movemenlt was a movemsnt whioch was mads

up of many factors: reactions againet social, economic, and
14



political problems such

itution, aloohol consumpbion,
vagranoy, venereal disease, and depression,; and abuses by

Ioncal, state, and federal governments dus bo

industrial Rl fhis movemsnt swept the nation, and

over Wisconsin in 1893, giving riss ho Wisconsin

reforasrs andg Wisconsin's own application of Progressivism,

1 have shown that a variety of obher sub-movemsnts within the

Frogressi ve Movement influsnced Wisconsin s sventual

construction of the HI#N:  the Bocial Purity Movemsnl, the

Eugenics Movemsnl, and the Movemsnt . In

Phe Following chapber, I will swaming the of FPrdson

el Btatss from the late ninstesnth century

Readorm on Ui

oy bhe sarly twenbiebh cenbuary.



The Prison Reform Movement: Influencing American Penclogy

I the late 18008, a "comprehensive reform movemsnt was
sat in mobion, one that in time challenged nsarly avery
assumption of the penitentiary tradition” (Rafter XY . As A
Feanlt of this movemenlt, a new type of penal institotion for
women was created that was strikingly different from a
prisont  bthe womsn s reformetory.  Whersas a Dl snn was &

RIRT- AL

Cfertress-like institoation designed to subiscb pris
total eontenl ... landl...eeparated convicts into individual

mells Twherel s -t oand even sve conbtact were forbidden,” a

paformatory was an institubion built to bake firsb-k i o

cffenders and rehabilitate them so that they could return Lo

somiaby as e crsible citizens (Rafter 32).  fs Rafter

statos:

The heart of the women s reformatory model lay in
its assumptions about commitment. The nineteenth-
century northeastern reformatories devel oped
conmitmant policies that differed greatly from
parlier prison practice. They extended the power
of state punishment to a population of offenders

who previously had been sent to local Jjails, if
incarcerated at all. They inshituted indeterminate
sentencing schemss that made it possible for states
Lo imprison female misdensanants and even lesser
offenders for periods of years, and they created a
category of meaJ@ state prisoners that had no male
woumbarpart .

Rattar, then, tells us that reformatories in the ninetssnth

century changed thelr commitiment pelicies from those
asanciated with prisons, and this had thres major

implicabions. Fivrsl the reformabory was inittially ocreatsd
k] b ;

fer women misdemsanents only. Albhough there were men whi
13



commi thed some of the same misdemsanent orimes as the
reformatory women, they were nobt allowsd to be incarosrated

within a reformnatory sebtingy rather, they wers sent to a

prison Ffor male felons (Rafber il . BN ANCY

hecamse offenses

ionis venereaal

-, and infe
For which women could be incarceratsd. The reformabtory also

initiated the indeterminate sentence, allowing the stale to

incarcerate womsn for an uns fied time period, usually

nat less than one vear and no e bhan Five vears.

women who novrmally had

Finally, the reformatory

spent bims in county jails or who had never before besn

el i e was because the reformatory allowed

Ty EE

oy creabe new o ime of crimes for whioch

L @ IHREDN L

women counld be senbenced. Therefore, bhe womsn who were

sent to the reformatory were in a prisoner category all by

g L W,

Michigan, under bhe direction of Mr. Brockley and Emma

Hall, added a separate section to their wimen s prison in the

and created the “"probobype of the women s

2

raeformatory™ (Rafter 24). Named the House of Shelter, it

indaterminate sentenge--whereby womnen

s te Firs

oy e e

sy

could be held indefinitely up to thres yvears (Rafter 243,

Mot long after bhe Michig et ormatory opened, Tthe

-

in Cincinnati foroa

.

country ‘s leading penologists gabhe

B
i

historic convention ab whioch they e ismhed the ideclogical

platform on which the reformatory movemsnt would be boilib™

(Fafter 243, Thess penologists created within the broader

i

Prizpn Retfors Hovement, a sub-movemsnt Lo ocreate the women’ s
e o malt oy . It s philosophy was the "rehabilitation or

rmatment" of womesn rather than the punishment of prisonses

4
13




&

(Fratf ber 28). Many of its rehabilitat B WEE

model e after "a svetem of incentives and rewsrds pioneered

micloentury (Radter 281, When the HMouse of

it left behind a basis upon which

reformeers on bthe @y ssaboard could model btheir own
reformatorl as.

oy baad 1o

Al though reformers first atd

of the

the “theu

@t a

reformatories in bthe Midwes
movvenent shified sasbward” (Rafter 231, {ine of the first

was build in Albion, New York in 1893, and was

called the House of Refuge for Homen (See Figuwe 1 for

it was the model reformatory for

i

th oentur Vo o

ninehes century reformers, bwenti

wordl o ook for legadership to the women s Dreformatoryld atl

Bedford, New York® {Frat ey
The ninsteenth century reformers wers womsn and men, led

@ owuch as Me. Brockley and Emma Hall din Michigan, and

g Davis in New York, who were “educatsd and

it of their professional ability bto run

thy ontid

in raeform were

an dnstitubion” {(Rafter &5, Their o

grounded dn Ywvolunt worls. . . with & sbeong

religious obligation,” belisved in Feminism, “with i

atrict demarcation of men’ s and womsn’'s spheres,” and k

their distance from prisoners, who were berneath btheir own

cams from the sooial middle-

{(Fafter &5 . Mt

aneg were not bobthered by womnsn s secondary role Iin

b oof bhis belisef in ssparat

i

ancisty at b time. o dmp

gender spheres was theic “Faith in the intrinsically moral,

rrturdng ., and dome pature of woman. .. Dlwhidioh’]l predi sp

Ehem to feminize the arohibsoto ard roubtinss of




i E e e

New York Gt

COUNTY MAP FOR THE STATE OF NEW YORK

Figu 1. Map of New
both Albion and the

Everton's The Handy

York state illustrating the locations of
Bedford Hills reformatories, in George
Book for Geneologists. Logan, Utahs:

Everton Fublishing,

Inces 198, 207,




instibtutions that they brought under their conbrol? (Rafber

443, e special note of intersst is bhat ninetesnth century

pabormere still cal led women within the reformabory

-t that they were not kepb in &

Yo d SONners i Ler bhe i

prison and were nob just being Uound shed.

distinguishable groups of people who pronoted the reformatory

ons and superintendents,

s bhe women who became the matl
women and men on Tprison and welfare boards, " and individuals

i

in organizabions who promo The reformatory bo state
governmant bodies (Rafter 413, With their influsnoe, reform-
atoriess such as Albion' s House of Refuge for Women were builb,

What Lhen, was Olhion, New York's House of Refuge ik

a reformatory, its construction and formabion came wungler b

i st

ar] & policy whereby

ship of Fatherine Davis. Bhe ins

pndy women who had commi bied pelit larceny, Uraknd tuad

§

drunkenness, and prostitoabion,’ were allowsd as inmates (Rafber

Béd It contained a maternity ward so that inmates who gave
Birth could keep their childran with them for o a heied period of
time-usial by up to thres months before the ohildren were taloen
tr the women s family or were pob up for adopbion-— ared
attampted to create grounds covered with flowers ang bress foroa

ralaved abmosphers. Os Rafter goes on to axplain:d

Records of the Albion reformatory indicate that in
tarms of social control, the institution served two
primary functions: sexual and vocational regulation.
It attempted the first by training ‘loose’ young
women to accept a standard of propriety that it
ated chastity until marriage and fidelity thereafter.
T+ tried to achieve the second by training charges

in homemaking, a competency they were to utilize

i ther as dubtiful daughters or wives.... If incarcer-
ation and training lin Albionl did not teach the prisoner
to reform, the reformatory employed another meanss
parole revocation., (15%,1610



Thersforse, as a reformatory gduring the ninstesnth century .,

Glbion attempted to reform incarcerated women into socially

acceptable women in sociely by tmaching them about proper

sevual behavior before and during marriage, as well as byy

teaching them the idea of social Ffaminisin’s sphere of work,

Matrons and superintendents peroelved thatb their own

Tifestvie was the most coreact way foy women during thet bime

period to live, and The s how they instructed G

ohar

4

by s aume

and obher nine st cenbury redorms

roted for their of supervision and discipline, as wisl i

angd the total care

as their inore in amsthe

o the woman--phys mantal 1y, and soocially.

Lirfortora

Sy, o of society that reformers did not

ablenpt to changs o am. FReformatories generally

e Black women feom thelr dnsbitobions, Rat ber

oo e el pmf bhe sugenios

ormers viewsd pone-cand ian women as being of a

intlusnos: g

Towar olass, as inferior, amnd as unwerr thy of and unresponsive

oy redorm (37,

>

Hu the twentisth cenbury dawned, the re

e ety
continued to evolve into an dnstitoubion which contrasted wibh

Mucrk of this ooourescd Decauses

wmenbth century pri

i

of Feod o mesy s

the by nf people who becase reformers whanrg

sl aboul the ol Phat

o this cenbury were mors UFLex

WTHTET O o hantdls, and left social femindan hahind,

beliesving that women colod and ahould handle many of the sams

ol le Freedman belisves that this change came

% A% mEn. b

=

aboul beoa the reform oovensnt of the nineteenth century

1é



oy

TOLIGYy . Atong o with Ra e Freedman believe

P

Fowmers of the btwentistbh century weare increasingly

the r

better sducated, of the midodle o upper-micdle olass, and
ware vanturing oult dnto the work forcs (10%), They were mors
often than not Ysingle, divorced, or ssparated.  Likes their
generation as a whole, bthose who did marry had fower

theyw were highly educated. .. Fandl] actively

e SR AN Db = 3 W

3y . Rafter swven

the suffrage movement' (Freedman 1

sapmord

fle

Far as b say b

wees "more apl to adopt mannish olobthing and haier styvles and
i omnber previously restreicted arsas of activity (&5},

Fraligion now becams less of & sobive to reform women, as

farnesd o the Ymore imporbtant® btask of pro T

ERTET

ity From The dlls of fallen womsn as well as protecting

cem mest o

cihy pes

Fallen women from themselves.,  Thro

Fal e womeen woulad e i the social values and morals of the

sl ass, reformners and would then be

twentiaeth century, midodls

dman and Ratlber agres,

bracle dnbto socieby.  Hs Fre

et

:

Phe reformer s sdoacation in law, medicins, and the sooial

G L B cavsart Them bo their +female inmatl ey

analybically (Fresdman 1103 Reafter 6&7. This suiendsd

i ordey

ive on o bhe inmat

e

braining ohan

artd bhemselves oFf the Ypriesonse® abigms,

o orid the inma

they called thelr inmates “olien ratheyr than "prisonsrs’

Mo, thesn, did twenbieth century reformers changs the

refornatory?  fs Fresdoman states, "they instituted preventive

social ssrvices, probation, and specialized courts for

T

AN WO . Teo dinvtorm thedr work, many Ureformer

duwervi

called for scisntific inve tions of the causes of orime”




(1103, Freedman emphasizes, howsver, that this second

of reforners did not accept Ytheir predecessor’s

mexuasl ideology or penal methods® (10%). Debates snsusd over

whather or nobt crims was hereditary or environmentally

influsnced, and "criminal anthropologists oar @ful iy measured

:

mental skills, and

far 1 BONET S

hodies, pesychologists t

astudied criminals’ slhogroundst inoan attempid Lo

pinpoint the reason women fell into oriminal behavior

(Fresdman 1107, fnd, adds Rafter, prisons and r ormabories

hegan to selb up oclinig ify offen

erientifical vt (&7,

£ @pend gmena of twentisth century reform was bhe

al phe

imepasse and the use of

sudden boom of intersst in veng

moo i pernal s

mesedd oy

bt O . Much of the sudden Fear

g @al ol sea pibuted to bthe “"white

in the sarly nineteen

(::..‘H

titbutes,

Mundrerds "sxamined the reasons why women Decams Qo

ced or foroed into

Bome sy cedd that they were eibher entl

commearoial iz prostitution through. .. "white slave

trade ... (Brandt Y. They believed that prostitubion

ced o med to Svictorian notions of feminine purity which held

Phiat mio o woman would ent sty oa 1i

@ exrept under bondage”

« I order bo save wsomen from falling or reform women

whiey Fall into a life of arnd degredation, reformers

o ies bthat would

attempted to instill programs within Fred o ma

Phution was wiong. The

corvines women L 3 £ T OOrams

ety @ the

alan adninistered vensgreal oises

Wasssrman (geared to detecting syphilis), and attempbad to

freat the women afflicted with venereal dissases. Howsver,

says Robthmans

ry
i3d



Some specialized to such an extent that veanereal
dispase cases and their cuwe became the center of
institutional life. The reformatories of kRansas
[the State Industrial Farm Tor Homen, 19171,
Mabraska [the State Reformatory for Homen, 19201,
and Wisconsin, in particular [the Wisconsin
Industrial Home for Womern, 19211, concentrated on
e care of the venereally diseased. UOng Wisconsin
report observed that prisoners often arrived with
impaired health, ‘brought on principally by theiwr
own indiscrest, immoral actions, and vaginal exam-
inations constituted not only the main form of that
reformatory s admission tests but also, apparantly,
a regular part of the institutional program. (4950

o in the ftesting and cwring of venersal

Suih specializat

dissasss by cerlain eeformatord pansed them to be

and svolve inbo medical model reforoeabtord They, unlike

moat obther ceforns ies, which emphasized social reform,
smphasi zed medicing and ils application o prisonsrs,.

ot eer] reformatorie

Thus, the emerging medical model pe

b matablish varioous committess that would spend their i me

[

amining, studving, and classifying woman prisoners, hesting

ang measuring their mental abilities (Rafter &Y. A Ehough

today there is an understanding that A1 Fre Binet s

intelligence test is not a conplel surate test of

=3 RO

intelligence, the reformers in the early P00

enthusiastically applised the o oall bynpes of femals

prisoners. A8 stated by Raftter:

Not swprisingly, in view of the primitive nature
of the tests and the slipshod methods with which
they were administered, groups proved to he feeble-
minded. Reports of their findings flooded the pro-
fessional and popular literary markets just after
1910, persuading the public of the scientific
accuracy of the defective-delinguency theory. (&E]

Therefors, as medical model reformatories tested womnen, btheir
often inaccurate results caused the general public to believe

19



auss bhey wera

that all women who committed a crime did so he

mertally deficient.

i the Defective-

fftbar The 19208, bthse intsrest

Pelinguency Movement began to di ipate. Thie was dus, in

g

large part, to thres studies done by Ffemale researchers. (ns

Fhe snviconmente

study, headed by Frances Keller, support
criminal theory by abbacking Uesare Lombrose s "concepl of

the physiological criminal type" (Fresdman 1113, keller

seame criminals solely becauss of the

melieved that womsan b

b

YL O men

1FL0- 1920, womsn in New York's k dford Hilles "grappled with

Lhe tionship of mental ability to crimea," which pointed

b oa person’s hereditary bhackgroun g oan bthe souros For

criminal bhehavior (Freedman 111y, fheir guantitabive

v, conducted betwesn 19101920, purporban an

analvais stoc

o of crime (Freedman, 11103, which

anvgmi oo interpre

ww@mel That womesn who cams From PDOoorer meants  Were Foroed into

criminal actions in order to susbain bthemselves. Finally,

Flarry Donyid

wpbenr, after finishing hae studiss in fenale

ting that

priminology, supported a compronise thesis by suggs

"hereditary handicaps, lack of sacly training and poor

.

& wiomen become oriminals

@vivronment " mad

1 and the 19820, Prison

Thius, bebwesn Lhe la

in greating a radical ly different

Faform made grest advanoss

Mt about

tibubion For women. These changes were Deou

penal ins

by bwn generations of reformers ltate ninsteenth century

raformers who nodeled their reforeatory after the Al o

i

ath century reformers, who

model, and the sarly Lo mid-bteenti

4 omoclel . Both

meeies | raformatory after the Bedfor

generabions had di Ffer ent goals and pesrsonal baco bgrounds.

2y
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Hence, the twentieth centwy reformabtory was a product of the

ninetesnth century reformatory as well as several diffsrent

ive Movemsnt ,

movements, These movemsnts includes bhe Frogre

with its ideas of general reform of society, the Social

Furilyv Movement, with its hope of reforming the vices of
3 2 g
fmerica, the Fugenics Movement, with ibts attempis at

sume of thelr social ola

classifyving womsn as criminals be

and race, and bthe Defsotive inguent Movement, with its

posed to crime beoause of

ideas about women being peedd

Feobl e-mi ndedness

orrs

Therefore, the second generation of Wis

peformers in 1913 pushed strongly for and sucocesded in

achieving 1 aproval bo builld e women s

e matory - ¢ rob oon bthe Alblon medel bub on the

. Dhver time, howsvers, the HIHY becams a

Bacdtord modes]

in o bhe medlc rafarm OF  WOmen,

paformatory bhat specialil;

net in Bediford’s social reform of women. Who were the hkey

people behind the push for the passage of the Wisconsin

ary for

ratormatory’?  Why did they feel it was necss

Wimconsin to have such an institution?  What was the

reartion of the Wisconsin government to such a proposal’?

What types of women were incarcerated wiithin Pts walls’

wisin s reformatory deviate

Mowe importantly, why did Wi

from the Bedford model aftter which it was initially designed

ard pursue such a fastidious coues i the testing and

in effect

puring of wvensreal dissas s how did sooial

[ET e yout bhe oreation of a new penal insbitubion

oha

=3

and population in Wisconsin?  The answers o these ou

will Iemad to & bet

ar underastanding of what the Wisconsin

refornatory was all alb



A Bill to Establish a Home

As early as 1911, reformers in Wisconsin pushed the

Wisconsin legislature to pass a bill that would allow For bhe

creation of a reformatory for womsn. Mrs. Eatherine Van Wyck

tp the Conference on Social fegisziation on October

B, 1%91d, that dom, county arrest records, and laws in

Wisconsin and other states concerning the imprisonment of

women wer e submi b to the Wisconsin state legislature in

atistics were coliected by “weilting sither to

o Phe women s clubs of the various towns of the

asking for information as to the number of women

el of ..l (Van Wyiok

arreated and confined or otherwise dispo

Pd ., Areording to Van Wyek, the statistics showsd a marbed
£ 9

@ in the number of womsen being ares 1 Froam 1S

1 E e

1LY (A, Llw, Van Wyok discussed statistics from

@l an dncreass 1N wWomen

thr s anoy PY MO 0N

it

mated from 195 bo B8 in the first county, § Lo 30 in the

aecond county, and 10 the thivgd county (943, By giving

istics to bthe legislature, Van Wyck hoped to

ate Wisconsin'se need for a reformatory for womsn

was on bthe rise.

mecatss the incidence of female criminaliby

imlature, according bto one observer, howsver, ol oad madd

that such a bill could not be passed because It was Yvery

crudey .. = very hastily deawn’ (Van Wyock %63, fis a result of

surh attitudes in bthe Jegi e of 1911, the hill o oreate

the reformabtory was vobed down.
e

e e



With this failure, the Central Council of #hilanthropies
in Wisronsin sent off a visiting delegation to Amgrica’s

model reforeatory in 19132 Bedford Hills, New York (See

Figure 1). Their job was to examine its physical structure,

as wall as the btvpss of inmates who were there, how Lhey
dressed, what they did, what tvps of sentences wers used to

incarcerats them, and so on. Fatherine R, Williams, a

Wisconsinite, on thab brip; she later spoke Lo the Dommitiee

1]

Tation and argued that Wisconsin needed

roEed o ma mf the statistics presented by Van Wyohk,

Williame contendsd that bthere was a female population in
Wisconsin capable of being reformed, because obher

padormatories-o—sush as bhose in New Jeresy, Massachuszebbs,

fhio, and Indiana--were successful Williams %9, 108,

Williams continued by describing the facilities at Bedford to

ation in this

mambers of the Commities on Beocial legisl
MBS

The group of buildings, lying in and about the foot
of the Bedford Hills, resemble somewhat the ordinary
college campus and unless one looks sharply there is
nothing suggestive of confinement or restraint of liberty.
No wall surrounds the site..., the lawns, and flower beds
sugyest wholesome exercise and plenty of outdoor occupation.
The cottage group plan has been followed in developing
this institubtion.... Each of these cobtages is designed
to give a home atmosphere and to be a training school in
the differant departments of home activities.... Two
cottages stand out from the rest. In one, the maternity
cottage, are those unfortunate women, whose maternity has
meen the reason for their being sent to Bedford. Here
they care for their babies under the influences of the
home lif@.e... The other cottage...is the honor cottage.
The women here have established records of highest achlisve-
meant in the work of the school....
The school work is very practical and based on the

every day life of the pupils....Care is taken to build

up the physical system. GSymnasium work is a part of the

school tasks...landl work on the farm, in the garden,

laying out of recreation grounds,... gives outdoor empl oyment. e
There is nothing suggestive of prison uniforms worn

by the women. They wear dresses made of material closely

resembling...nurses’ gowns, The management is carried

.
o a?



on almost entirely by women and the work is done almost

gxelusively by women. {1 e LD
Her description of the Bedford Mills reformatory indicabes
thalb clients lived in a fairly fres, Open, and homsay
enviFonment . The physical and mental well-bheing of the
clients was to be stressed, and the Tl soner” mentalilty was
tn be de-enphasized, sspecially beoause they did not bave to
ive within barred rooms or desss in prison garb. Evidently,

hecause it was a women s instlitoelbion, women managed and ran

the reformatory. This would allow those in supervising
positions bto Dhe more mensitive to the nesds of the clients.

Ralph . SBmith, Chalrman of the conference and mamber of

Board of Conbtrol in 1918, had this bto say abhout the

a reformatory in st on Ootober B, 1918

T think that Wisconsin justly lays claim o bheing &
progressl ve state, progressive in more ways than

one.  Bub, progressive as Wisconsin i, I doubt if
there is anyons in Wisconsin that can tewll the

Board of Control or can tell any cowrt in the state
what to do and do properly with a gdelinguant wWOMan. « ..
At the last session of the legislatuwe, & bill

making provision for a woman’'s raformatory failed of
passage. .. and the reason why provision was not made
for & woman's reformatory was not because they eicin’t
want it, hut because of the demands wpon the state

L @AasBuryY. (Van Wyok ¢ FEY

Smith s statement indics rhat he and possibly obther

swrvbecd The

Board of Conbrol

members of the Hisconsin

idea that reformers felt theiv failure to pass the first

i v

radormatory bill o in 1911 meant Phat they wers unprogress

in spirit-o-henoe, his speech attemphbed to dusltity the

legislature’ s vobing ac s by sltating that there wars no

funds available.

sy 3
4
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Finally, Wathesrine Van Wyock rose bto speak at the

Committes on Social legiziation in favor of the building of a

reformabory.  Mrs. Van Wyok was originally from Fenosha, and,

after marrying Howard Yan Wyck on January 24, 1882, became

increasingly active in social wel fare (53mor 13 She

served as Beneral Secretary nf ihe Central Uouncil of Soo ial

, becams a director of social welfare {(Woehrmann 1.

fimide from her stati she stated that, as of

LomEs O prov isions

iy Wi

SRime female offenders over the age of sighbesn

macie For

ies al bhe

gucept for the cramped and orowdleo

chnioally

Wisconsin Stat Maupun, which was b

suppnsad o he that only held male inmates (93).

was no obther place to incarcerate

Apparantly,

Falonious woman, they had e kept at Waupun.  VYan Wyok

iy also needed a reformatory

continuesd by sayving that Wisoo
ter aid sheriffs who were not arresting female criminals

they knew they did not have adeguate facilities to

g i (FE, I conclusion, Van Wyok

-k Wi soonsin

put that female criminals were a danger bo de

Famili Tphyvsically and morally™ (96).

Lltimately, Yan Wyck hopsd that the raformatory would be

ime offenders, to reform instead

oy incarcerate fie

of punish, and to protect socieby from all female offendsrs.

e reformatory would wbiliz Fhe indetsrminate sentence,

ody ftor an

whiih pwed the couwrt to place womsn in oust

-not less than ong vear and notb

irmdeterminate length of time

more than five yvears (94-94).

&1 though Van Wyclk and Fathseine Williams presented their




views very clearly on why the reformaltory was NeCessary, Thesy
failed to mention in their spesches a key point. Although
bhe 1911 Wisconsin legislatwe did nob pass a bill allowing
for the reformatory’s construction, it Jid pass a bill which
allowed the State Board of Control to do the following

actd o

To secure options for the purchase of sites,
auitable for the purpose of erecting and
establishing thereon a reformatory, to which certain
female offenders may be committed or sentenced for
their protection and reformation, and the said board
is further authorized... te investigate... the
probable cost of establishing and equipping such an
institution....

{Wi soonsi i on Laws, fAots, Resolutions, and Memorials,

19il, 749

The bill, number &0%9, was passed unanimously on June 14y

1911, in the State Senate and unanimously on Juns 27, 1911,

i the State Assembly (Wisconsin State Benate, 1911, 1000;

ey
fa d w

Wisconsin 5 fAmsenbhly, 1911, 138

Therefore, allhough reformers in 1911 had apparently

to securse legislative approveal for the the

@l reacly
buileding of a reformatory, they had failed. This was what
Falph Smith was referring bto whan he i ated that the

ure was ot unprogressive--it seimply did not have the

legis

money, in 1911, to build a reformatory. In an attempt bo
pacify refomeers with some bype of legislation for their
Feformatory, they granted the Board of Dontrol the ability to

Tarng on which to build the reformatory.

go oul and purch
T effect, the legislature foreshadowed their mverntual

anceptang of & reformatory for o women.  Such an act by the

legielaturs signaled to Van Wyok, and other reformsrs, bthat
continued pereserverencs in thelr struggle would even taally

o e
g i



Temadd b ﬁhm_ﬁmnﬁiructimn omf a women s reformatory in
Wisconsin.

Betwesrn 19192 and before the legislaburs mel again in
191%, the reforssrs busied themsslves drumming up support for
the reformatory.  Meanwhiles, the members of the State Poard

of Conbrol begsan to comb Wisconsin for a site upon which to
il & reformatory. I February, 1913, the Wisconsin

Amsembly and Senate recelved a report from the State Board of

Contenl. After having "advertised for and secured opltions
ot smeveral possible sites for the reformatory, the Board of
Conteol decicded that the best possible site for the

raformatory would be on oa tract of land in Fond du Lac county

{Wisconsin Bltate ambrly, 1TR1E, 250, The land, a total of

{ {

DA 1/ anres, was purchased for #31,600,00 (Wisconsin State

cg Board of

flasembly, 1913, 280, fs described by the 8

Control s

This tract is admirably located betwesn three and
four miles from the city of Fond du Lac, about
pnehal $ Csicl mile from the village of Tayoheedah
and within a guarter of a mile of the Chicago %
Northwestern railroad. Excellent building sites
are afforded,. Building material for stone and cone-
crete work is abundant. The soil for agricultural
purposes is very good., The tract is swfficiently
largse to accommodate the increase in growth of the
imstitubion and to prevernt encroachment upon the
institution by the location of houses and dwellings
arountd its border. (Wisconsin B fmsemnbly, 19135,

¥

i osueh oa glowing report, the Wisconsin Btabe

fF b
Senate, on July 10, 1913, volted on the Following bill,
mmb el HGhs o Bill..a.tbo establish a home for bLhe cuostody,
protection, training and reformation of certain female
offendera, and making an appropriation therefore..."”
(Wisconsin State Senate, 1913%, 1135).  The resull was a

B



unani mous vote in favor of the reformatory, with 10 :

rore ot vobing or absent (Wisconsin State Senate,

1912, 11EEy. On July 24, 1913F, the Wisconsin State Assembly
voted on bill numbher 406 with the following results: &2 for

the reformatory, 4 again the reformatory, and 24 who did
not vote or were absent (Wisconsin State Assembly, 1913,
Patly ., The reformatory in Wisconsin was born. - As shown in
Al

Figures 2 and 3, the ¥IHY would be built near the city of

Fornd oo Lac and Lake Winnebago.
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Fig. 2. Map of Wiscconsin Assembly Districts as of 1921,

ing Co., 1921) 603.

I bthe Wisconsin Session Laws, Acts, Resolutions, and

s

Memorials of 1917%, the format for the reformatory was laid

out. Tt was to be named the Wisconsin Industrial Home for

-
oy o)

in Blue Book, Madison, Wisconsin: Democratic Publish-
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Homen, and would abtempt to reform women Feom the age of
sivteesn bo thirty. The women had to belong to at lsast one
of three categories of "criminals” and couldg neot have
committed murder "in the first, second, o thivd degreas®

wel of

Lol . nt swme (et criminale included women

Twn! eriminals included women

fFirst-time felonies; "Cla
convicted of misdensanorsy and "Olass Theee” priminals
ineluded women convioted of vagranoy, drunkennsss,
prostitution, and derog addiction (1012, The women sentenced

could be relesassd from their sentence by bsing paroled,

harged, o pardoned (1013,

ggislature to

Thearefore, Ling bto geb the

in 1911, reformers such as

cresats the retormas

arel

Sherine Van Wyok and Hatherine Wiltiams-—through i

Lo Lhe

Pigne to Bedford Hills in Mew York, spe

inspe

ons of statistics,

Cordsren £ dal Legisiation, colleoct

and increased use of philanthropist and obther organizations

to gain passags of a bill

iwve retorhe-mana

ppen ho proge

J Wisconsin's fFirst womsn s reformatory.

in 191% that oreate
I the following chapter, 1 will sxamine the way in whioh the

of bhe WIHM, and

typses

pperated, bthe facililti

prf mmEn d O Er SO ey a twod there.

g



She Has Such a Good Girl

The WIHE was now a reality, although it did not open

{the

stmas BEve, 1931, What should people today know

about the operation of the home and about the clients who

"oidg Lime” there in order to better understand the reality of

the hone? Women were arvested and committed there for crimes

that Wisconsin deemed wor Was the

e or ma

oy worthty of

were so willing

gi v 1b7?

Th gialabuwre gave

atthord S ad Hoard of

iy A WOman as

the ins

superintendent. She would be

all ow IV from Lhe

, Wi bkhoap

Board of Conteol, bto hire

d to orun the

ate’'s

women from

tations




Fige 4. Inmate with child in uriknown article, in the

Wisconsin Home for Women Corrections Scrapbook, Series 1589,

Reel #1, 19281931,

made Ffor the girls and women who bacamne

This provislion was

[

ubiones (the Wisconsin Indus

preghnant in other ins

o Fredsond which odid not

Sehoml for Girls and the Waupun S
mabernity wards. (Bes Figore 4. The ability to transfer was

arl bo lesesn overorowding in othesr facilities iy

alwso bt bhe ug
pemoving wonen who would have heen sent bo the reformabtory 1F

at the tims of their sentencing

Pt hadd been in exi

el bhe refornalory,

Wharesver Wimean

ra nationalilty, homa county,

information such as

don shatus

. parenbags, maril atus, and sducs

Lt g

YL N

Laws, Acbs,

were to be recorded (Wisc

dons, and Memorials, 1915, 101y, Thess records oan

Home ¥or Homens

in bobh the

e Foung in cuplid

FEN

Irnmate [

Hizenain Mope For Hepen--Records: of inmate,

miveld e For Fig 14 and 15, 1é& and 17,3

g

construction and operation

after Bedford Hﬁllﬁn Trima

aemat o §oes model

PHERYT 6

mere bto live in cobbtages--this was supposed b provide bthem

noenhere and was to help them fzel

wibh & hownel il

Figuwre S,

Pike inmaboas



. ) ) Jomal Staf!
A typical room of an inmate at the Wisconsin home for women
at Taycheedah, which has been}made homelike, is shown.

Fig. 5. Wisconsin Home for Women, Corrections

ggrgﬁgggﬁg@,SQPimﬁ 1389, Reel #1, 1928--19351.

Mavy

Formers hoped that their inmates would learn the arts
of home decorating and upkeep by living in a more natural

£

iry, poultry, and general farm for the inmates

well as flower ngd ve

jetabhle

o provided,

anant time learning to be gardeners, and
{ A ! r th he gardeners, and

gardens. Inmat

i

much of wha v planted and harvested was also prapared far

meals by those inmates currently studying in the kitchen

rades such as cooking and laundering were taught

ory s own kitchen and lTaundry rooms with the

in the reforma

varing the inmates for respectable female

enployment once they were returned to the outside

u

pations did not interest the inmates, they

w
g




more than welo

their

were also

g lessons

sme to studdy

rading, writing, and ma

in the classroom in order to

hematics skills. Music

available and many clients took up piano

e Figure & below). Also, every effort

spems to have been made to
accommodate the various |
religions of the inmates by

having regular

tSunday. . «services conducted:
by the ministers of the

leading churches in the

teown "

MEaAr

Finally, a maternity wart,

venereal testing ward, and

aychological testing ward
were present. ‘Thig wWas ah
impoart-ant aspect of
reformatary 1ife for

Wisconsin inmates becauss the

A

sence of such wards
proclaimed the state’'s
confidence in the Defective-

Delfinguent Movement.

Fig. é&. Women practicing their violins within the

Seraphooks, Series

-
A
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Freformers hoped to scientifically determine, through a series

on the inmates, the cause of female criminality.

(Grate Board of Control, 1984, 36569,

The women who became inmates at the WIAN, based on the
information recorded in the Hisconsin Home for Homens Innmate

faze Hiztory Books, van be evaluabed atatistically. After

sramining the first five yvears of the home s

studied the Ffirst 245 inma

For sach inmate,. | recorded

and oo bhae following informationy aige, nationality, race,

home county, level of education, oocupabtion, el dolon,

mar i bs status, number of {lligitimate children, parsntal
atatus, whether or nob they ware a carrisr of a veneresal

oy the

i , bhe year during which bhey were oo

mhome, their offense, and the length of the senbenos Lo Serve,

wmase record. (in order to see bthe peroents

and their rel

and fre for sach tabls, refer to the tables rivimb e e

CHAERIYE

i the Appsncdin.?

1, 1 present information on the ages of the

clients. It appesars that most inmabes {48 put of 245 wers

ninetesn vears of ages ioule be noted, bhowever, that the

age rangs for clisnts tended from thirtesn years old

from the Wisconsin Industris

(pregrant girls e ansdere
Grhool for Birls for pregnancy) bo 38 years old.

i Table No. 2, 1 have illustrated the nationalities of

The olisnt A1 though the nationalitiss range foomn ratlve

Amer icans to Boandinavian mixes of Norwegian and German, mest
wemen cang from either an fmerican background (51 out mf 245
=

oF a Berman background (84 out of 2452,

ar ¥

In Tabie Moo 3, I examined the racial atatistics of sach

i rma Mot surprisingly, most of the inmates wers Calcasl an

I



during its early yvears of operation 2 ol of 245 clientsl.
flithough Wisconsin did not have a large NMegroid population,
sarly reformers, dus to the Bugenics influence, had

hisrounted most Negroes from reform measurss. It alsn should

wmed that 11 of bhe 24% inmates were Nabtive dmericans:

why the Fugenics influence was not extendsd to them is not
rlear, but there were Indian reservations and this is where
moest of thess womsen cams from.

Inn Table Ne. 4, 1 present the countiss from which the

women cams from prior to their arcest and sentencing to the

WIHK. Becauss BErown, Dane, and M lwackse Counties

BIOmMP A Largey cities, with more numerous populabions, it

ot bhe womnsn

a greater

wintilol make Sense

mern b en oy bhe reformabory would come from thess three

pountiss, fAnd, in fact, that dis swachly what the staltistics

ashiow. Brown Dounty accounted for of bl Draus

ael  F o ot the &

RTRRS

Dounty ac wimesr ,  and Milwaukes

45

WEHNENT o AB11 i all,

County acocountsd for 44 of the 3
sountiss werse repreasented at bthe WINW during bhe first five
vaars of its operation.

Irn Table No. ®, T sxamined the edoucational bachgrounds

of the women.  HAlbthough thelr school sxperisnces ranged from

of the womesn bad

none to the completion of high school, mos

&5 ot oef 24T women .

gremp s

grave
Trn Table MNo. &, information appears on bthe types of Jjobs

bhe women held prior bte their sentencing to the WIHK.  Most

&

reported that they had nevar held a job (117 ow of

women . howsver, there were thres btop dobs thalt women worlked

v owoerker (35 out of 245 women) , household worber

CRB nd oub 245 womend, and wailress (19 oat of 2485 womenl.

3



fithers, although thers were fewer of them, held more skilled

positions such as muss tmiephone operators, and

somcretaries. One would assume that the types of women Wi
i

were incarcerated were more likely to be madames and

This was not bthe case as the statistics show,

prostit

Only % women oub the 24% were report to be madames, and

only 8 ware known prostitobes. & ogusstion arisss bthens it

wennsrr who held re el Moy s

apectable positions were heing ares

often than madames and pr what bypes of offenses

WET commi tbing and wers they the types of offenses bl

coulod dusbifably place womsn in a8 reformatory’?

-~

1@ NMo. 7y 1 present indormai)

orn the religious

In

s, Most stabe that they were ralsed

backgrounds of The o

with wariants of tke Datholic faith (2 were Roman

G owerse la as plain Catholics, and 1 was 1i

After

wat, 5% of the women were reporbed to fre

Lutheran, aned 37 were of the Methodisb faith. From there,

g oundsg varisd,  Bome wers Baptists,

The religlous Dac

s, o Seventh Day Adventi 5, while obthers wers

ﬁayvﬁaim"sg Congeragationali v, o Dhristian Boilences

bredl i ever s, iy 2 wiomen st

ated they had no faith, and 13 of

e wWer s e e ol gl

Phe womsn ' s

Iy Table MNMo. 8, the s petics ftiustrats the marital

wling of bthe women upon entering the raformabory.

Gl though % of bthe & wonnin got omarried during their

by being about an oarole, sinoe

raformnars belisy marriage to be a wadving influsnce on a

ware single (144 of wonern) . The rest of the

WEMRAIY s

women were e ther divorced (16 of 245 womend or hard husbands

whe har abandonsd women y or who they




Twes had abandonsd 8 of 245 womand.

T hemes

I Table No. 9, | examined the number of illegitinabte

el ldrsn the inmates had upon entrance. I bthe @45 women,

155 hagd had no illegitimate children, while 80 of Lhe women

admitted to having hagd at least one and 7 ol alned
had ab least two. Only one woman claimed to have had 3 and

claimed to have had fowe. Therefors, most of bhes

iy of Lheir sewual

incdi

T Table 10, 1 present informabtion on the client =

crf the women O ot of

parental status. Burprisingly, mo

24T women ) ne From s boms where bolh paren were present.

e would assume that women who were criminals might be more

-iy this case, bhe majority

vt coms from breoken homs

dird not. Foe 38 of the women, their mobthers wers

and for anobher 2% women, their fathers were deces
poesible that theilr home lives wers mot bthe most loving and

supportive, and, for those withoub a parent or without both

parents G211 womean o oof BAEY, it ds possible they were

guidance that might have kept them

without adedguats parentby
i

oy Phhe stralght and narroe.

st Andormation on bhe women’ s

In Takble Nop. 11, 1 pres

£y

abus, Although Wisconsin tested each

vanereal ol

argd pedor bo

sipaeary sk throughout their

wars not inflicted with el syvophiilis or

Peaving, mos

goner rehea. Of the women present during the first five

vipars bhe reformna in operation, 5% had a venereal

dimsang 189 were "olean. !
In Table No. 12, | examined the years during which the

women wers sentenced in order to discover the more active
Y4




vears of sentencing. During 1921, only 4 inambes were

aclmi t e, fhie was dus, however, to the fact that the

raformatory was openad on Dec. 1921, and was in opesration

inmates were

s bhan a month during that year. in

while, in 1923, the numbsr of inmates senbenc

I A%

b, the reformatory experienced its greatedd

indluy of dinmates during the Five years of its

the number of  women

sl stanoes B, Finally, in
sentenced to the reformatory fell to 350,
Tri Table Moo 135, the types of offensss comnitited by bhe

women appear.  On the whole, women werse most oflen aryeat s

for commitbing what the reformers termed as "sexual

yangy (A% of 245 women?, bearing a vengrsaal
E v} oy

NE R IRL:

i s ord AT woimen ) achind Ly o of C2AE womend , andd
7 F "

o BAY women) acoount for omore bthan half§ of

Fowrndeatidon

the "orimss” committ v bhe women. Tt is at this point

That we maet ask oursslves: were the reformers, with their

womer 8 servioe by

values, doing the

miclell e

incarcerating them for their intimate sexual behaviors? Was

& DPTEna il woman i the reformat LY EVEN

it mewral b

Frar P Was it omoral Lo ook

though a family member had rape

down upon wemen for slesping with men who were not their

" .

hashangs™ husinsss to

really any of the reformers

st women’T T

cual lives of Wias

pry into bthe privabe s

he nobed that husbands or parents of womsit, who

bhelieved that their wives or daughters were misbehaving

1iw, could and did cause these women Lo be arresbed and

sent Lo the reformatory.  How many of the women who were

ase contra

for careving a venersal ol s

inmaroera

From their own bhusbands, who may have been having

i =




