
HOLTON-KEEFE BUSINESS CORRIDOR VISION
Keefe Intersection Strategies
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KEEFE + 5TH
- Vacant lot on S-E corner to have a 
gateway signage incorporated into 
landscaping and outdoor patio for “the 
Fox” bar. 
- Incorporate parking towards the back 
side of the vacant lot.
- Surrounding area to remain residential. 

Keefe

KEEFE + 3RD
- Existing laundromat site on N-W corner, 
vacant lot to West, and adjacent 
apartment-  redevelop as a business center.  
- Laundromat  redeveloped as a 
laundromat cafe
- other potential businesses - movie rental, 
eateries, �oral shop, beauty salon etc. 
- Store on S-W corner to have facade 
improved. 
- Vacant lot to the West of the store to be 
either expanded for the grocery store, or  
small business with parking provision for 
both businesses to the back. 
- East side to remain residential. 
- Revitalize the SE corner store as a mixed 
use. 

KEEFE + 1ST
- Vacant lot on NW and the block on SW 
developed as continuation of the 
developments in Keefe/2nd section. 
- Vacant lot on the block on SE, including 
the existing playground and the 
condemned apartment building - 
altogether to be developed as small retail 
business area with possibility of mix use on 
the upper level. 
- The fences on the sidewalk to the north to 
be made pedestrian friedly. 
- Corner store facade improvement. 

KEEFE + HUBBARD
- The boarded building on the SE corner and 
the D& R auto facilities rehabilitated and 
potentially use as a single business such as a 
greenhouse, nursery or any
other neighborhood friendly business

KEEFE + 4TH
- to remain residential 
- Slow down tra�c with cross-walk. 

KEEFE + 2ND
- Important intersection because of public 
uses on four corners of the intersection as 
well as availability of redevelopment sites. 
- Facade improvement of the Church on 
NW corner and incorporation of pedestrian 
friendly elements on sidewalk
- Facade improvements of the corner 
stores.
- Rezone the corner tavern at SE corner for 
a more neighborhood friendly business 
use, and  redevelop the SE block as retail 
shops facing Keefe Ave, and residential 
developments along 2nd St. Alternatively, 
relocate the tavern and 3 residential 
buildings in order to pave way for a new 
mixed use development for the Keefe face 
of the block. 

KEEFE + PALMER
- Use Kemps Dairy's blank north wall for 
street art display or facade greenery display
- Develop more stores on the vacant land 
and to replace the boarded building to the 
west.

KEEFE + RICHARDS
-Provide the gateway signage area on NE 
corner with landscaping that links it to the 
linear park trail.
-Develop the vacant lot on SE corner as 
public garden/seating area linking it to the 
linear park
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HOLTON-KEEFE BUSINESS CORRIDOR VISION
Potential Projects
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Keefe Ave
RIVERWORKS:design goals
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CORNER STORE
facade improvements
engage street life

NURSERY/ GREEN HOUSE

STRIP MALL
include existing laundromat
laundromat cafe and other services

MIXED USE
businesses on keefe
residential on 2nd

MIXED USE
small business incubator
residential above

CAFE/SNACK SHOP
o�er refreshments for bikers from 
nearby bike trail

GATEWAY/BAR
develop outdoor patio for bar
incorporate riverworks gateway
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2008

Riverworks streetscaping: Holton and Keefe design strategies, CDS, UW-
Milwaukee, WI. 2008.

[Urbanstreet study; intersection study]

RIVERWORKS-HOLTON+KEEFE EXTENSION	 2 0 0 8

Neel Kumar Chapagain

Holton St from Keefe Ave to Center St & Keefe Ave from Holton St to 5th St, 
Milwaukee, WI
Darryl Johnson, Ex. Dir., RDC

J. Arroyo, M. Cherubini

One of the challenges in the beginning was to understand what exactly the client was 
looking for in terms of design or the scope of the service. However, through a series 
of conversations, it was soon learnt that it was going to be a collaboration beyond this 
individual project and that the client needed assistance in preparing a vision plan for the 
neighborhood. The design process that successfully brought the city, other professional 
designers working in the neighborhood and some local businesses as well as residents 
together to brainstorm the future of the neighborhood could be considered an innovative 
beginning for the design development of the neighborhood that RDC was serving. This is 
manifested through a series of projects undertaken later on. 

The detailing of the Holton-Townsend intersection has been developed through a series 
of discussion with the DCD staff and therefore has emerged as a template for similar 
intersections on which CDS has advised RDC and DCD. 

The fact that was learned along the process was that the Keefe Ave repaving was one 
of the action plans for the city in the near future, and therefore the team focused on 
Holton Street with an understanding that a separate vision plan would be created later 
on following the City’s intervention on the Keefe Ave. This could be credited to the 
consultative process that was being followed in the process. The key lesson is that it 
is always better to gather  a holistic understanding of the design goal, rather than just 
target to meet the immediate design goals set up in the beginning of the project. 
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