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Abstract

A New Academic Building will be constructed on the site of the existing Baird, Trowbridge, and
Wilder Halls at the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse campus. The proposed action involves
demolishing these existing residence halls and administrative building and constructing a new,
four-story, 179,800 gross square feet (gsf) academic building. The new academic building will be
located at the academic core of the campus, where it will anchor the southwest corner of the future
Central Campus Mall. Approximately sixty percent of the new building will be occupied by general
assignment classroom space equipped with modern education technology and varying in size from
40 to 250 seats, and student study and collaboration areas configured in various formats. The
remainder of the building will house various academic and student advising departments that do
not currently have enough space to meet their program needs. Departments to be housed in the
New Academic Building include the College of Science and Health — Dean’s Office, Honors
Program, Women’s Studies, Communications Studies, International Education (including ESL),
Student Support Services, Career Services, Academic Advising Center, Counseling and Testing,
Multicultural Student Services, and Campus Climate.

The project budget is $44.0 million, with construction scheduled to begin in July 2009 and be
completed by July 2011. Construction will be funded through a combination of general fund
supported borrowing and gift funds, Building Trust Funds and program revenue funds will be
sought to fund demolition costs.

A Draft EIS (DEIS) 45-day public comment period was held between December 14, 2007 and
January 30, 2008 and a DEIS public meeting was held on January 30, 2008. Meeting minutes and
comments received are in Appendix K of this Final EIS (FEIS) report. A summary of the
modifications made to convert the DEIS report to the FEIS report is in Appendix L, and a copy of
the FEIS comment period public notice is in Appendix M

A 30-day FEIS public comment period begins on April 4, 2008 and concludes on May 5, 2008. An
FEIS public hearing will be held on May 5, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. in room Vathalla B of the Cartwright
Center on the UW-La Crosse campus. Please direct written comments to:



Dennis L. Johnson, PE Terri Reda

Ayres Associates, Inc. Environmental Affairs Officer
3433 Oakwood Hills Parkway UW System Administration
P.O. Box 1590 780 Regent Street, Suite 210
Eau Claire, WI 54702-1580 Madison, WI 53715-2635

The FEIS document will be available for review at the UW-La Crosse Murphy Library and at the La
Crosse Public Library. In addition, the FEIS document can be viewed online at

www.ayresprojeciinfo.com/UWL-Academic-EIS . All comments should be received no later than
5:00 p.m. on May 5, 2008,




Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Schedule

UW-La Crosse New Academic Building, State Project No. 05I30

Scoping Phase

Mail invitations to scoping meeting
Publish notice in local media
Scoping meeting

Draft EIS Preparation Phase

Data gathering and draft EIS
Distribute draft EIS for internal review
Incorporate comments

Draft EIS Public Comment Period Phase

Post notice of DEIS on UW-L. Campus
Begin Draft EIS public comment period

Publish Draft EIS notice of public comment
period and meeting in local media

Draft £IS public meeting/Close 45-day
comment period

Final EIS Preparation

Incorporate draft EIS comments -prepare
final EIS for internal review

Final EIS Public Comment Phase

Publish final EIS notice in local media
Begin final EIS comment period

Final EIS public hearing/close comment
period

Incorporate Final EIS Comments

UW System Review/Record of Decision

09/28/07
10/1/07 to 10/03/07 (depending on publication)
10/16/07, 6:00 p.m.

October to November 2007
12/10/07
12/12/07 to 12/13/07

12/14/07
12114707
12/13/07 to 12/14/07 depending on publication

01/30/08 6:00 p.m.

February/March 2008

April 4, 2008
April 4, 2008 to May 5, 2008
May 5, 2008

May 2008
June 2008
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Executive Summary

The University of Wisconsin (UW) System is proposing te construct a New Academic Building
on the UW-La Crosse (UW-L) campus in La Crosse, Wisconsin. The University of Wisconsin
System Administration (UWSA), based in Madison, Wisconsin, determined that this proposed
action requires preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to comply with the
Wisconsin Environmental Policy Act (Wis. Stats. 1.11) and requirements of the UW System
(Regent Resolution 2508, November 6, 1981). The Wisconsin Department of Administration
(DOA) Division of State Facilities (DSF) retained Ayres Associates, Eau Claire, Wisconsin, in
June 2006 {o prepare the EIS for the proposed action. In September 2006, project design was
temporarily suspended to review and complete programming for the new building. The program
statement was completed in February 2007 and project design and EIS preparation were
resumed in spring 2007.

Project Description

The proposed action involves demolishing three existing campus structures: Baird and
Trowbridge Halls, residence halls buiit in 1963 and 1960, respectively; and Wilder Hall, a former
residence hall buiit in 1951 that is currently being used as an administrative building. The new
academic building wilt be a four-story structure with 116,740 assignable square feet (ASF) of
space, or approximately 179,600 gross square feet (GSF), and a building footprint area of
54,100 square feet.

The new academic building will be located at the academic core of the campus, where it will
anchor the southwest corner of the future Central Campus Mall, as described in the UW-L.
Campus Master Plan completed in July 2005, The new academic building has been sized to
accommodate future student population growth at UW-L. Nearly sixty percent of the proposed
four-story building will be occupied by 47 general assignment classrooms (66,320 ASF)
equipped with modern educational technology and varying in size from 40 to 250 seats, and
student study and collaborative learning spaces (3,680 ASF) in various configurations located
throughout the facility. The remainder of the building will house various academic and student
advising departments that do not currently have enough space to meet their program needs.
Departments to be housed in the New Academic Building include:

« College of Science and Health — Dean’s Office
* Honors Program

« Women's Studies

+ Communications Studies

» International Education (including ESL)
+ Student Support Services

+ Career Services

+ Academic Advising Center

+ Counseling and Testing

« Multicultural Student Services

» Campus Climate

The project budget is $44.0 miflion. Demolition is scheduled to begin in May 2009 after classes
recess. Construction is anticipated to begin in July 2009 and be completed by Juiy 2011.



Funding will be through a combination of general fund supported borrowing gift funds, building
trust funds, and program revenue. Site plans, floor plans, and exterior elevations as presented
in the 10% DSF Concept Review document dated November 29, 2007 are included as
Appendix A. In addition, a March 24, 2008 preliminary site development plan prepared after the
Draft EIS document was completed is in Appendix A.

Potential Impacts
Physical and Biological Environment

The New Academic Building will not have an adverse impact on air guality beyond the short-
term emissions from construction equipment.

The energy loads of the new building will not adversely impact the capacity of the existing
systems. When possible, design of the new building will incorporate sustainable design
principals that are sensible and valid, especially those with an emphasis on energy efficiency.
LEED silver certification will be pursued for this project. The ultimate goal is to meet the
reguirement of Wisconsin Executive Order 145, which states that new State buildings are to be
designed to use 30% less energy than commercial code. Natural day lighting and views have
also been emphasized for the project. For the most part, natural light and views have been
provided for all classrooms, and it is anticipated that a majority of the regularly occupied office
spaces will also include natural light and views.

The proposed action will have no major effect on site soils beyond the possibie erosion of
exposed soils during construction. Physical changes to the site will not encroach on or impact
adjacent properties. Minimal grading will be required because the site is relatively flat and the
first floor elevation of the new building will be similar to that of the existing buildings.

Existing buildings within the approximately 4 acre project limits have a combined impervious
roof area of approximately 24,000 square feet. The current design of the New Academic
Building has an approximate impervious roof area of 54,100 square feet. The net {otal
impervious roof area will increase by approximately 30,100 square feet (0.7 acres). Preliminary
calculations indicate that the averall impervious area within the project limits will increase from
approximately 45% to 56% taking into account the building roof area and associated patios and
walkways. This change will result in an increase in storm water runoff volume. The design
team is currently reviewing alternatives to reduce the increase in impervious area. The current
design concept includes a rain garden feature in the building’s south-facing courtyard area.
Additionally, the design team plans to investigate the possibility of recycling roof water for
irrigation, or constructing a green roof to prevent roof water from discharging directly to the
storm sewer system.

The project site is located approximately 2,300 feet south of the 100-year floodplain boundary.
The New Academic Building project will have no impact on the 100-year floodplain.

No noise impacts beyond short-term noise during demolition and construction periods are
anticipated because of this project.

Based on the environmental database search, there are no known historical recognized
environmentat concerns or potential environmental concerns because of this project. Some
materials in the existing buildings are known to contain asbestos. An asbestos abatement firm
will be retained to remove those materials prior to building demolition.



There are no long-term biological impacts anticipated because of the project. There will be a
short-term impact on flora and fauna in the area when construction begins, including the
removat of most of the existing trees within the project limits. Based on the proposed planting
schedule, there should be a net increase in trees over the project area.

Social and Cultural Environment

The net increase of impervious area will result in a decrease of green space within the site
limits. The placement and orientation of the site design offers a more aesthetic green space.
The site design for the New Academic Building includes a portion of the design of the southern
half of the central campus mall, including a new plaza space around the Moeschler Clock
Tower. This is consistent with the current campus master plan. The proposed mall area will
include improvements to walkways, plantings, signage, and pedestrian amenities to provide an
enhanced centralized outdoor space for students, staff, and faculty.

Beneficial impacts to the cultural environment within the boundaries of the project inciude new
learning spaces and academic and student support services to benefit ali UW-L students. In
addition, members of the public will use the facility as they attend gatherings or non-degree
educational sessions held in the building.

Temporary displacement of academic departments currently located in Wilder Hall will occur for
a two-year period between the demolition of Wilder Hall and completion of the New Academic
Building. These departments wil need to relocate to other spaces on campus during this time.
The campus is currently developing a relocation plan. Demolition of the existing buildings wils
not begin untit after the 2008-2009 schoot year is completed.

The new Reuter Residence Hall, constructed in 2006, provides 180 more beds than the former
Reuter Hall provided. However, demolition of Baird and Trowbridge Halls will resutt in the loss of
400 beds. Prior to the demolition of these buildings, the university will have a plan in place to
replace the net loss of 220 beds that will be realized when these two residence halls are taken
offline. The university considered the alternative of a public/private partnership to construct
replacement housing. Because of issues such as proximity to the campus, financial, feasibitity,
and a desire on the part of the students to keep resident hall space on campus, the University
has decided to construct a new residence hall. The UW System Board of Regents recently
approved building a new residence hall on campus. However, there will be a short-term loss of
220 beds that will need to be replaced by arranging for leasing space at private facilities near
the campus to bridge the gap until a new residence hall is constructed. This will resultin a
short-term inconvenience to students by requiring them to reside off campus.

The new building will be consistent with campus architectural standards and current master
planning efforts. Because the new academic building is bounded by other university buildings
on all sides, the project wili not affect any adjoining private neighborhoods. The design of the
New Academic Building wilt be influenced by the architectural style of the surrounding buildings,
in order to contribute to the visual unity of the campus, but the building will still express its own
design character.

Economic Environment

According to the New Academic Building Project Request Document (PRD), the project is
expected to require six full-time custodial staff members and two fuli-time maintenance staff
members. There will most likely not be a net increase of positions on campus, as maintenance



and custodial staff positions will be filled through reassignment of staff from the demolished
buildings. The campus will pursue additional custodial and maintenance positions for the new
building, but it is unknown whether that effort will be successful. in the long-term, there may be
an increase in faculty to support the proposed increase in student population

During the short-term, there will be an increase in employment related to construction of the
project. In addition, there will be a positive impact to the local retail community resulting from
purchase of food, lodging, fuel, equipment, and supplies during the construction phase.

The project budget is $44.0 million. The project will be funded by general fund supported
borrowing, gift funds, building trust funds, and program revenue. Operating costs are expected
to increase by approximately $541,000 per year. This includes $185,000 for increased utility
costs and $356,000 for salaries and benefits for additional custodial and maintenance staff.

The university currently pays the City of La Crosse an annual assessment in lieu of taxes.

Since the assessment is based on the square footage of buildings that exist on campus, and the
construction of the New Academic Building will resuit in a net increase in buitding square
footage, this assessment will increase. The exact amount of the increase is not known. The
increase of faculty, staff, and students using the building will also increase contributions to the
local economy. In addition, a study on the economic effects of University of Wisconsin System
by NorthStar Ezconomics (NorthStar Economics, September 2002) suggests that the economic
multiplier of university expenditures is in the range of 2.4, Thus a $44 million construction
project can be expected to contribute up to $105 million to the local, regional, and national
economy.

Transportation

With the exception of possible service vehicle and ADA stalis, there is no intent to construct
additional parking as part of this project. The site of the New Academic Building does not
currently contain any parking, so there will be no net gain or loss in parking space, and overalt
campus parking needs should not be affected. During new building construction, there will be
interference to pedestrian traffic caused by construction vehicles. It is anticipated that perimeter
walkways around the new building site will remain open during construction. Primary access to
the site by construction vehicles will be from the southwest at Vine and 16" Street. Appropriate
safety fencing and barricades will need to be provided to secure the construction site.

Utilities

The New Academic Building will be served by existing utilities. The laterals from the existing
utility lines to the three buildings on the site will have to be removed and new laterals extended
after determining which of the existing lines are the most appropriate to be accessed for
connection to the New Academic Building.

The existing water supply, sanitary sewer, and natural gas systems are adequate to supply the
New Academic Building. The university-owned utilities have all been updated recently in order
to meet the future demands of the campus. The buried steam, chilled water, electrical power,
and signal systems are adequate to supply the New Academic Building.



Historical/Archaeological

According to the Wisconsin Historical Society, there are three properties in the vicinity of the
project site that are listed on the National Register of Historic Places. These properties will not
be affected by the construction of the New Academic Building. Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder
Halls are not listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Because Wilder Hall is over fifty
years old, building information and photographs have been submitted to the Wisconsin
Historical Society for evaluation.

A Wisconsin Historical Society search of the Archaeological Site inventory indicates that there
are no known archaeological sites in the project area.

A name for the new Academic Building has not been selected. Naming the facility will follow
UWSA guidelines and will consider preserving the Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder names, or
perpetuating the names in a memorial.

Alternatives Considered
No Action

A lack of adequate general assignment classrooms has an adverse impact on the university’s
ability to fulfill its core mission, and is therefore a critical space use issue. The alternative of no
action does not meet the critical space needs for general instruction facilities. The quantity and
quality of facilities within the university is critical not only to the delivery of instruction, but also to
the recruitment and retention of quality students and facuity. There are currently 90 general
assignment classrooms on the UW-L campus. Thirty-eight of these rooms are considered by
UWSA to be substandard because of inadequate size, seating arrangements, and
infrastructure.

Additions/Renovations to Existing Buildings

If a new academic building is not constructed, large additions and extensive renovations {o
several existing buildings will be required in order to provide the guantity and guality of general
assignment classroom space that is needed. This wili result in forcing the design and
construction of these projects to be dictated by existing deck to deck heights, existing
mechanical systems, existing cladding assemblies, and existing site constraints. The design
and construction of additions and renovations to existing buildings can often be less cost
effective than construction of a new building because of the possibility of muitiple temporary
relocations, designing and constructing around existing building and site constraints, discovery
of unanticipated conditions during construction, and schedules driven by existing building
occupancy and operational concerns rather than by construction critical paths. Also, the utility
systems in these buildings are not adequately sized to serve major building additions, so
reconstruction of the utility services to the facilities would be required. It is estimated that the
cost to provide new utilities to each of these buildings would be collectively greater than bringing
new services to a single facility.

EIS Process

The UWSA has developed a structured process to address requirements of the 1971 Wisconsin
Environmental Policy Act. This process, adopted in November 1981 and amended in April



2000, requires that the EIS process include a scoping meeting phase, draft EIS (DEIS) and
public meeting phase, and a final EIS (FEIS) and public hearing phase.

Scoping Meeting

The purpose of a scoping meeting is to encourage early identification of potential environmental
issues associated with a proposed action. The scoping process for this EIS included the
following elements:

Preparing a distribution list that includes agencies and individuals with possible interest
in the project (the distribution list is in front of the executive summary of this report). This
list includes federal, state, and local agencies potentially affected by the proposed
project and/or responsible for assessing the potential impacts of the project, university
representatives, and neighborhood associations.

Preparing a scoping letter that describes the proposed project, scoping process, EIS
schedule, opportunities for public comment, and solicited comments for the project
scoping. '

Mailing scoping letters to the parties on the distribution list on September 28, 2007 and
publishing a public meeting notice in the La Crosse Tribune, Racquet, and Campus
Connection publications.

Conducting a scoping meeting on October 16, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. in the Cartwright
Center’s Valhalla B meeting room to describe the EIS process and the project scope,
and to obtain public comments,

The scoping letter is included as Appendix B. Ayres Asscciates received four responses to the
letter prior to the scoping meeting. The responses are summarized as follows:

Terri Reda of the UWSA sent a letter on October 15, 2007, stating specific areas that
should be considered or expanded on in the EIS, including abatement measures,
preservation of building names, sustainable design features being considered, and
socio-economic benefits of the project, along with several other topics.

Dan Duchrow of the Wisconsin Historical Society sent a letter on October 3, 2007,
relating that there are three properties listed in the National Register of Historic Places
located in the immediate vicinity of the proposed project. Mr. Duchrow requested that
the dates of construction and recent photographs of the buildings slated for demolition
be provided to his office if they are 50 years old or older. He also advised that if any
federal funds, licenses, or permits are involved in the project, his office should be
contacted immediately for compliance with federal preservation laws. Dennis Johnson,
Ayres Associates provided a November 5, 2007 response letter to Mr. Duchrow that
included photographs and history of Wilder Hall.

Jeff Bluske, Director of the County of La Crosse Zoning, Planning, and Land information
Department sent an email on October 4, 2007 stating that La Crosse County’s
Comprehensive Plan and Zoning codes cover the unincorporated areas of La Crosse
County and therefore would not be applicable to this project. Mr. Bluske asked if any
additional off-street parking would be created as part of this project. He also asked if the
proposed building includes solutions to reduce energy, water, and waste, and if rooms in
the proposed building will be open for public use by city or county governmental boards
or committees.



» Tom Lovejoy of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) sent a letter
on October 1, 2007, stating that no sensitive natural resources are present on the project
site and no adverse environmental impacts are expected. He also stated that a
stormwater permit may be needed for ground-disturbing activities, and that demolition of
existing buildings must comply with applicable air management (asbestos) and
solid/hazardous waste disposal regulations.

Sixteen people attended the public scoping meeting. In addition to the primary project team,
which includes UWSA, DOA/DSF, UW-L, River Architects, and Ayres Associates,
representatives from the UW-L Environmental Council, UW-L Progressives, and UW-L Student
Development and Academic Services, as well as the university at large were in attendance.

The meeting PowerPoint presentation, full meeting minutes, an attendance log, written
comments, and the response letter to the Wisconsin Historical Society are included as Appendix
C. Comments received during the scoping meeting are summarized below:

Lindsay Stratton, UW-L Environmental Council, began the public comment period by asking if
the project will affect Wittich Field, a portion of the mail west of the proposed new building. Matt
Lewis (UW-L) responded that the project will not affect the mall area, and that the mall area wilt
likely increase in size. The design of the mall will be separate from this project. Dennis
Johnson (Ayres Associates) commented that there will likely be temporary interference (e.g.
fencing, etc.) in the mall area during construction to establish the boundaries of the project.

Guy Wolf, UW-L. Environmental Council, asked if a green roof has been considered for the
project. He also asked if the possibility of re-using stormwater runcff from the project for the
campus’ coal plant has been considered. Val Schute, River Architects, responded that the
engineering team is looking into both options, and the pros and cons of both will be presented to
the Steering Committee, DSF, and the campus in order to help to make a decision. Mr. Lewis
commented that stormwater runoff will be dealt with in some way, because stormwater
management is a big issue on campus. Mr. Johnson mentioned that the project will comply with
the campus’ draft stormwater management plan.

Bjorn Bergman, UW-L Environmental Council) asked if bike shelters and bike racks will be
included in the design of the building. He also mentioned that there is currently a lack of bike
storage on campus. Mr. Schute indicated that the details of the bike racks have not been
included in the building design yet, but that during his previous work on campus, they received
strong guidance from the physical plant regarding what needs to be done with bike racks.

Mr. Lewis commented that the campus will be looking to install as many bike racks as possible
on the site, but that he wasn’t sure about the possibility of bike shelter areas being constructed.
Mr. Johnson commented that the campus master plan also provides guidance relating to
landscaping and possibly bike racks around the proposed building. Mr. Schute cormmented that
covered pike storage is a new idea on many campuses, and is usually located around residence
halls.

Mr. Bergman noted that there are many mature trees on the proposed site and asked what the
plans were for free replacement and minimization of loss of the trees. Mr. Schute responded
that he knows the removal to replacement ratio will be greater than 1 to 1. The chosen
fandscape consultant has worked on campus before and is particularly sensitive to the issue of
tree replacement and loss minimization. If it is cost effective, there is the possibility of integrating
lumber from harvested trees into the project (e.g. benches, etc.). Landscaping will be integrated
into the project plan, as it has been brought up as an issue on the campus. Mr. Lewis noted that
recent construction of Reuter Hall included planting almost twice as many trees as were



removed. Mr. Bergman remarked that he realizes that many of his comments relate to project
details that haven't been determined yet, but that he wants to make the issues known.

Mr. Bergman asked if any material from the demolished buildings would be reused as part of the
new construction. Mr. Schute responded that DSF has developed a strong waste management
approach to the projects. River Architects’ last few DSF projects have tried to recycle, reuse,
and distribute resources to minimize what goes to landfills. Larry Earll (DSF)} commented that
reuse of building materials is part of the DSF Sustainable Facilities Guidelines. He also stated
that DSF currently has set a goal for all projects that no more than 25% of construction and
demolition material goes to landfills. Mr. Lewis commented that during recent building projects,
doors and hardware have been removed from the buildings prior to demolition for use in other
campus buildings.

Buzz Bocher, UW-L Environmental Council, asked why the new building’s fourth floor is half the
size of the other floors. Mr. Schute responded that earlier designs did have a full fourth floor.
Part of the project design was to provide expansion space, which is what the other half of the
fourth floor is right now. The fourth floor was also designed to bring as much outside light into
the classrooms. Mr. Bocher asked if there was a possibility of using the roof area as a
courtyard type of space. Mr. Schute explained that this is a possibility, but that there are
construction and safety issues related to this option. A variety of uses for the roof area
(habitable green roof, non-habitable green roof, non-green deck area) have been discussed.
The budget wili most likely dictate the use of this space. Mr. Earll commented that the building
will be designed to support all of the possible roof options, irrespective of how the building is
designhed, so that if funds become available later, modification of the facility will be relatively
easy.

Mr. Wolf asked if the courtyard area south of the proposed building is raised or at ground level,
and if it could possibly be used as an outdoor event area. Mr. Schute responded that the
specific design of the courtyard has not been completed yet, and that sound projection in the
courtyard area could cause noise issues inside the building itseif. The master plan states that
the area will be used as a gathering space, though its specific use has not been determined.

Mr. Bergman commented that the building should have as many renewable-type energy
systems as possible in order to reduce the dependence on steam from the campus coat plan.
Examples given include solar hot-water heating, solar building heating, and solar PV panels.
Ms. Stratton also commented that Senate Bill 459 and Executive Order 145 mandates that state
facilities have 20% renewable energy by 2011, She thinks it is important UW-La Crosse
contributes to this, and that this project provides an opportunity to incorporate renewable energy
sources into the campus. Mr. Wolf mentioned the leasing of solar hot-water heating as a
possibility for the project.

Draft EIS Comment Period

The Draft EIS (DEIS) was distributed on December 14, 2007 to the same distribution list as in
the scoping process. The DEIS was also made available at the L.a Crosse Public Library, UW-L
Murphy Library, and on the following website: www.ayresproiectinfo.com/UWL-Academic-EIS .
The DEIS 45-day public comment period began on December 14, 2007 and concluded on
January 30, 2008. A public meeting to present the findings of the DEIS and to take written and
aral comments was held at 6:00 p.m. on January 30, 2008, in the Port ‘O Call Room, Cartwright
Center on the UW-L campus. Appendix D includes a copy of the DEIS comment period public
announcement, which was published in the La Crosse Tribune and posted in campus buildings




on December 12, 2007. The university posted the anncuncement again in mid-January before
the public meeting takes place.

One written comment was received during the comment period, and one written comment was
received at the public meeting The written comment received prior to the meeting was a
comment by the WDNR stating that no wetlands, rare or endangered species, or waterway
crossings will be affected by the proposed project. The letter emphasized compliance with NR
216 stormwater regulations and proper disposal of building demolition materials. In general,
oral and written comments received at the public meeting pertained to the loss of residence hall
space and need for future space, relative efficiency of existing residence halls compared to new
residence halls, potential effects on increasing commuter traffic, effects on parking, increased
demand on the university coal fired boiler plant system, number of bike racks, and various
sustainabiiity issues. The meeting minutes, attendance list, written comments, and a copy of
the PowerPoint presentation given at the meeting are in Appendix K.

Appendix L includes a summary discussion of information to address these comments and
convert the December 2007 Draft EIS into the Final EIS report.

Final EIS Comment Period

The FEIS report was distributed on April 4, 2008 to the parties on the distribution list in front of
this report. The report is also available at the La Crosse Public Library, UW-L Murphy Library,
and on the project website: www.ayresprojectinfo.com/UW-Academic-E1S. The 30-day FEIS public
comment period begins on April 4, 2008 and will conclude on May 5, 2008. A FEIS public
hearing will be held on May 5, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. in room Vahalla B of the Cartwright Center on
the UW-La Crosse campus. Appendix M includes the public notice for the FEIS comment
period.

Record of Decision

Following the FEIS comment period, the UWSA will consider comments received and issue a
Record of Decision (ROD) for the project. The ROD is anticipated in June 2008.



I. Description of Proposed Action

Project Location

The project site is located in the SW %4 of the SW V. of Section 32, Township 16 North, Range 7
West, in La Crosse County, Wisconsin. The proposed New Academic Building site is located at
the center of campus, northeast of the intersection of 16" Street and Vine Street. The project
site is within the La Crosse city limits and is zoned public and semi-public. Site location figures,
including a U.S. Geological Survey quadrangle map, aerial photograph, campus map, and site
photographs are incfuded as Appendix E.

Project Description

The proposed action involves demolishing three existing structures on campus: Baird Hall, a
39,000 GSF residence hall built in 1963; Trowbridge Hall, a 39,000 GSF residence hall built in
1960; and Wilder Hall, a 32,000 GSF former residence hall built in 1951 and currently being
used as an administrative building. The new academic building will be a four-story structure
with 116,740 ASF of space, or approximately 179,600 GSF, and a building footprint area of
94,100 square feet. The current design concept includes a partial basement used for
mechanical, plumbing, and electrical rooms, and space on the fourth floor for additional
mechanical equipment and supply storage. The new academic building has been sized to
accommodate future student population growth at UW-L.

Nearly sixty percent of the proposed four-story building wili be occupied by 47 general
assignment classrooms (66,320 ASF) equipped with modern educational technology and
varying in size from 40 to 250 seats, along with various configurations of student study areas
(3,680 ASF) located throughout the facility. The majority of the recommended classrooms are
in the range of 50 to 65 students, with two 250-seat auditoriums to accommodate the large
section courses that are currently taught in Graff Main Hali room 260, as that room does not
function well as a classroom setting. The remainder of the building will house academic and
student services departments that do not currently have encugh space to meet their program
needs, including:

» College of Science and Health ~ Dean's Office
+ Honors Program

« Women's Studies

+« Communications Studies

+ International Education (including ESL)
+ Student Support Services

» Career Services

+ Academic Advising Center

+ Counseling and Testing

« Multicultural Student Services
 Campus Climate

The office space will consist of offices, work area, conference, and support spaces. Student
study/resource/advising space will include tutoring rooms, quiet and group study rooms, and
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resource and research areas for use by students in the academic and student advising
departments. A small serving kitchen and gathering area to accommodate various academic
and professional functions is also planned as part of the new building. The buitding will have a
fire protection sprinkler system and will be designed to meet handicap accessibility
requirements (UW-L New Academic Building, Building Program Statement). A proposed site
plan, floor plans, and building elevations are included in Appendix A. In addition, a March 24,
2008 pretiminary overall site development plan prepared after the Draft EIS document was
completed is in Appendix A.

The New Academic Building will be located at the geographic and academic center of campus.
It will provide a strong anchor for the main academic core of the campus, and it will anchor the
southwest corner of the future Central Campus Mall, as described in the UW-L Campus Master
Plan completed in 2005. The mall will become a primary gathering space and is intended to set
the tone for the overail image of the campus. Several of the buildings that form the mali
boundary are already in place, and through development of the new academic building, along
with a future project in Cowley hall, the mall with take shape. The mall is intended to make the
heart of the campus a more unified space that reflects the high guality of education at UW-L and
honors its heritage. To help meet these objectives, the landscaping around the New Academic
Building will be enhanced by trees, lawn, rain gardens, and plantings of low shrubs, ground
cover, and/or perennials. The plantings will emphasize the building’s main entrances and other
highly visible locations around the building and will provide shade or screening as required.
There are currently approximately 46 trees on the existing site.

Because the new Academic Building will be constructed in a highly visible and central location
of the campus, the building will need to be treated as one that will be seen and experienced
from all four sides. The Campus Master Plan indicates a preference for campus architecture
that respects the older, statelier buildings on campus such as Graff Main Hall, Wittich Hali, and
Morris Hall. The architectural style of these buildings leans toward a Collegiate Gothic or Neo-
Classical design influence. Brick has been the primary building material utilized throughout the
campus and will be the core material ingredient in the New Academic Building. The use of other
building materials, such as stone, glass, and metal, will maintain the established campus palate
of colors, textures, and finishes to ensure that the building is compatible and consistent with its
surroundings. The design team (DOA/DSF, UW-L, UWSA, and River Architects, Inc.) for the
New Academic Building will coordinate building and site plan design with the design guidelines
and master plan guiding principles to achieve a project that is consistent with future master plan

goals.

The primary occupants of the building will include students and faculty utilizing the general
assignment classrooms and other associated teaching spaces. Other primary occupants will
include those faculty and staff that are members of the various academic and support services
departments located in the building. In addition, members of the general public will use the
facility as they attend gatherings or non-degree educational sessions held in the building.

With the exception of possible service vehicle and handicap stalls, there is no intent to construct
additional parking as part of this project. The building site is bounded on all four sides by a grid
of pedestrian pathways that were once city streets. The actual streets with curb and gutter have
been replaced by wide concrete pedestrian malls that have a pavement designed to support
emergency vehicles, including large fire trucks. This emergency vehicle access will remain
functional both during construction and after the new building is occupied.
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Project Budget, Schedule, and Space Use

Project Budget Estimate

Construction $31,810,000
AJE Fees $ 2,561,800
Other Fees $ 173,000
DSF Supervision $ 1,362,000
Contingency $ 2,268,200
Movable & Special Equipment $ 5,715,000
Percent for the Arts $ 110,000
Total Project Cost $ 44,000,000

Source: New Academic Building - Project Request Document, February 2007

Froject Schedule Summary

Phase Date
Frogram Approval March 2005
Architect Selection May 2006
Design Report (35%) Aprii 2008
Bid Opening March 2009
Start Abatement/Demolition May 2009
Start Construction July 2009
Substantial Completion April 2011
Final Completion July 2011

Source: Project Schedule Review (Draft 7), December 2007
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Project Space Use Summary

Description Assignable Square Feet
General Assignment Classrooms 66,320
Misc. Instructional Support 8,720
College of Science & Health 2,104
Honors Program 582
Women's Studies 2,709
Communications Studies 4,699
International Education 11,462
Student Support Services 2,412
Career Services 3,757
Academic Advising Center 1,460
Counseling & Testing 4,110
Multicuitural Student Services 2,348
Campus Climate 1,297
Building Support 4,760
Total ASF 116,740

Source: UW-L New Academic Building 10% DSF Concept Review, Nov 2007.

Construction of the new academic building will be funded through a combination of general fund
supported borrowing and gift funds. Program revenue will be used to demolish Baird and
Trowbridge Halls and Building Trust Funds will be sought to fund demoiition of Wilder Hall.

History, Background, Purpose, and Need

History and Background

The University of Wisconsin-La Crosse was founded in 1809 as the La Crosse Normal School.
It currently is one of thirteen degree-granting campuses in the UW System. UW-L. offers 85
undergraduate programs in 44 disciplines, and 21 graduate programs in 8 disciplines.

The 119 acre campus is located in a residential section of La Crosse. Enroliment in 2007/2008
is approximately 8,295 undergraduate students and 1,454 graduate students. A plan to
increase the university enroliment by up to 500 students over the next five years was recently
approved by the University System Board of Regents. Approval of this proposal will be
considered by the Wisconsin State Legislature in 2008.

The University offers much to the local area through cultural events, regional and national
conferences, prominent guest speakers, applied research, experienced professional staff and
facuity, a large workforce, and staff and student community volunteers. UW-L works
cooperatively with the city’s other higher education institutions, area elementary, and secondary
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schools. The University has led development of a consortium among the city's higher education
institutions and major health care organizations to bring cutting-edge heaith care to the region,
along with a state-of-the-art health research and education faciiity (History of the University of
Wisconsin — La Crosse).

Baird Hall, a co-ed residence hall named after Betty Baird, a former physical education
instructor, is tocated in the center of campus directly east of the Center for the Arts. Itis
currentty home to 200 sophomores, juniors, seniors, and graduate students, many of whom are
international and exchange students. The hall was constructed in 1963.

Trowbridge Hall, a co-ed residence hall named after former history instructor Myrtle Trowbridge,
is located in the center of campus next to Murphy Library. Trowbridge Hall is similar in size and
shape to Baird Hall and houses approximately 200 students. The hall was constructed in 1960.

Wilder Hall, named after Emma Lou Wilder, a former physical education instructor, is located in
the center of campus just south of Trowbridge Hall. The building houses the offices of Career
Services, Student Support Services, Counseling and Testing, the Academic Discover Lab,
Residence Life, Student Support Services, and the Military Science Department. Wilder Hall
was originally constructed in 1951 as the campus’ first residence hall.

Purpose and Need for Proposed Action

The most critical building space management issue identified in the 2006 and previous editions
of the UW-L Physical Development Plan is inadequate general assignment classrooms, along
with severe space shortages for academic and student development departments. Construction
of a new academic building is a major step in the University’s plan to solve these issues.

Continualty evolving teaching techniques require larger classrooms, and fixed rows of seating
are no ionger adequate to accommodate interactive teaching methods that are increasingly
being used. It is typical for students to be divided into small groups for discussion and project
work. Currently, the majority of general assignment classrooms on the UW-L campus have
fixed seating and tablet armchairs rather than the clusters of tables and chairs that are ideal for
the small group type of instruction.

There are currently 90 general assignment classrooms for use on the UW-L campus. Many of
these classrooms are too small for the class size they need to support. Approximately 40
percent of the existing 90 general assignment classrooms have aspect ratios (ratio of the room’s
longer dimension to its shorter dimension) greater than 1.5, which results in poor sight lines and
poor visibility. The size and dimensional ratios prohibit the installation of modern instructional
technology. In addition, a large majority of the existing general access classrooms are in
buildings that were constructed over thirty years ago, and no updates to ceiling, wall/floor
finishes, or infrastructure have occurred in many of these areas. These issues are made even
more critical by the fact that over 90 percent of the existing classrooms have seating
arrangements that exceed their original design capacity. Because of all these issues, 38 of the
90 existing classrooms are considered by UWSA to be substandard (Type ‘B’) classrooms.

Most of the academic and student advising departments, and all of their associated programs,
have grown significantly in the last 30 years, but there has not been any corresponding growth
in building area. Other than a small addition to the Wing Technology Center as part of a

rencvation of that building in 2001, no new academic building space has been constructed on
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the UW-L campus since Wimberly Hall was completed in 1974. As a result, many of the
departments on campus are suffering from a severe shortage of space.

The intent of the New Academic Building construction is to provide the guantity and quality of
generat assignment classrooms needed to support the basic mission of the university, and to
provide space for various academic and student advising departments. The areas vacated in
existing buildings by these relocated departments will then be reallocated to the remaining
academic and administrative occupants of those buildings to allow them to decompress into the
vacated areas. Buildings that will gain vacated space include Wimberly Hall, Graff Main Hall,
and the Center for the Arts.

Engineering Design and Type of Materials

The engineering design will meet the requirements of Wisconsin Department of Commerce
(COMM), Division of Safety and Buildings, and City of La Crosse ordinances. A zoning change
will not be required because the property is within the UW-L boundaries and the tand use will
not change. The property is surrounded on all sides by UW-L buildings, including the Center for
the Arts to the east, Murphy Library to the north, Wittich Hall to the east, and Morris Hall and
Wing Technical Center to the south. A panel of photographs showing campus buildings
adjacent to the proposed building is in Appendix A. Exterior lighting will be ptaced so that it
itluminates the immediate area for the safety of residents but limits the amount of light reaching
neighboring properties. The building and site landscaping will be designed to be aesthetically
suited to the area and conform to the goais of the campus master plan.

Water mains, gas mains, and storm water and sanitary sewer lines currently serve Baird,
Trowbridge, and Wilder Halls. The New Academic Building will be served by the same systems.

Permits and Approvals Required

Based on the findings of the Final EIS and comments received, the UWSA will decide on a final
action for the project. The COMM Division of Safety and Buildings must also approve the
building and foundation design before construction. A storm water management plan will not be
required by the WDNR. However, because an area greater than one acre will be disturbed
during construction, a construction site erosion control plan will be required in accordance with
NR 151.11.

The City and County of l.a Crosse do not require any approvals or permits for this project.
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Il. Description of Existing Environment

Physical and Chemical Environment

Climate and Air Quality

The La Crosse climate is a typical continental environment. The climate is most suitable for
growing corn, small grains, and vegetables, and dairy farming. The average annual
temperature is approximately 47 degrees Fahrenheit (F). Winter temperatures can fail below —
30 degrees - and exceed 100 degrees F in the summer (Historical Climate Data).

Chapter NR 400 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code regulates air pollution. Contaminants
regulated by this chapter include the "criteria pollutants”: particulate matter, sulfur dioxide,
organic compounds, nitrous oxides, carbon monoxide, and lead. There is regulation of
hazardous air contaminants and visible emissions. The La Crosse area is outside the regulated
pollutant non-attainment areas, thus more stringent air pollution regulations are not ptaced on
businesses and industries of the La Crosse area. The majority of the non-attainment areas are

in the southeast part of the state.

Air guality in the west-central part of the state is generally good. Prevailing winds come from
the northwest in the cooler months and from the southwest in warmer months.

Geology and Subsurface Conditions

Bedrock in the Trempealeau—Btack River Basin is mainly sedimentary rock of the Cambrian
and Ordovician ages. The bedrock mapped by the U.S. Geological Survey in 1973 in the

La Crosse area consists of undifferentiated sandstone, which includes the Jordan,

St. Lawrence, and Franconia Formations. Igneous and metamorphic rocks of the Precambrian
age lie beneath the undifferentiated sandstones.

The glacial geology of the La Crosse area is pitted outwash, which is stratified sand and gravel.
These glacial deposits are approximately 150 feet thick {U.S. Geological Survey of the
Trempealeau-—Black River Basin).

Soils

The soils in the l.a Crosse area are sandy soils of the Mississippi River Valley and are mostly
Plainfieid and Sparta Soils. These soils exist on stream terraces that have formed from sandy
outwash from sandstone of the Cambrian age (Soil Survey-La Crosse County). A geotechnical
evaluation of the site was performed in 2006. Nine borings taken throughout the site
encountered about ¥ foot of topsoil over approximately two feet of dark-colored, relatively
inorganic sand. Borings taken along the north edge of the site found five to eight feet of dark-
colored incrganic sand beneath the topsoil. This dark-colored sand is believed to be fill
material. Below this level, each of the borings was dominated by fine sand until the termination
depth at about 41 feet below the surface. Based on the borings, groundwater is expected to be
on the order of 40 feet below the surface, which corresponds to an elevation around 627 to 628
feet National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD). This elevation corresponds closely to the water
tevel in nearby ponds and the La Crosse River. Excerpts from the geotechnical report are
included as Appendix F.
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Topography

The topography of the subject property and surrounding properties is relatively flat. The City of
La Crosse is located on the old floodplain of the Mississippi River, which is approximately 1.25
miles west of Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder Halls. Coulee bluffs exists approximately one mile
east of Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder Halls where the topography changes from flat to steep
bluffs. The existing building entrances for Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder Halls are at an
elevation of approximately 670 feet NGVD. The biuffs to the east rise to an elevation of over
1,200 feet NGVD.

Water Resources
Ground Water

The City of La Crosse is part of the Trempealeau—Black River Basin. The ground water
surface is approximately 700 feet NGVD in the La Crosse area. General ground water flow is to
the west, toward the Mississippi River (U.S. Geological Survey of the Trempealeau—Black
River Basin).

The City of La Crosse water supply is obtained from a shallow, unconsolidated sand and gravel
aquifer. The sand and gravel aquifer is approximately 170 feet in depth in the La Crosse area
and is bounded on the east by the bluffs and on the west by the Mississippi River. The aquifer
produces millions of gallons of water daily for the City. The Water Utility operates 15 high
pressure wells located throughout the city. Wells are generally 100 to 150 feet deep and have
pumping capacities of up to 3,500 gailons per minute.

Fluoride and chlorine are added to the pumped water in the distribution system. Routine water
samples are analyzed for contaminants as required by federal and state regulations. An online
water quality report for the period of January 1 through December 31, 2006, indicates that the
City of La Crosse water had an increased level of microbiological contaminants during the
testing period. Ali other water quality criteria met or exceeded Federal and State requirements
in 2006 (La Crosse 2006 Water Quality Report).

Surface Water

The City of La Crosse is adjacent to the confluence of the Mississippi River, Black River, and
the La Crosse River. The Mississippi River is approximately 1.25 miles west of Baird,
Trowbridge, and Wilder Halls. The La Crosse River flows from the northeast toward the
southwest to the Mississippi River and is approximately one mile north of Baird, Trowbridge,
and Wilder Hails. The Black River Channetl is approximately two miles northwest of Baird,
Trowbridge, and Wilder Halis.

The university's draft Stormwater Management Plan (SWMP), written by Strand Associates in
2005, discusses problem areas on campus where flooding occurs, most commonly after short,
intense thunderstorm events in the spring and summer months. In general, this flooding is
caused by either a lack of adequate drainage or insufficient iniet capacity. The main storm
sewer system has the same approximate configuration as it did fifty years ago, prior to much of
the city’s development. The amount of green space in the city has decreased and the amount
of impervious area has increased, resulting in more runoff flowing directly into the storm sewer
system. The system cannot accommodate the large fiows caused by heavy rains, and areas
within the city, including some portions of campus, experience significant backup from the
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sewers under certain conditions. An area of probiem fiooding is located near the Hoeschler
clock tower northeast of the project area. Drainage features will need to be coordinated with the

City of La Crosse and the WDNR.

Figures from the UW-L. draft SWMP report showing the campus drainage basin and areas of
flooding and erosion problems on campus are included in Appendix G. Also included is a
tentative site plan of the New Academic Building showing a conceptual location of a rain garden
on the site as shown in the draft SWMP,

Floodpiain

The City of La Crosse sets on the floodplain of the Mississippi River. Baird, Trowbridge, and
Wilder Halls are at an elevation of approximately 669 feet NGVD. The subject property is
located in an area of minimat flooding. The 100-year {loodplain elevation is 646 feet and the
boundary is approximately 2,300 feet north of Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder Halls. A copy of
the 1971 Federal Emergency Management Act (FEMA) Flood Insurance Map is included as
Appendix H.

Environmental Contamination

Standard environmental databases were reviewed for potential environmental concerns within
the project site. Findings of the review are discussed in the following paragraphs and
environmental database information is included in Appendix 1.

BRRTS

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Bureau of Remediation and Redevelopment
Tracking System (BRRTS) data base for the subject property and surrounding area was
searched on November 20, 2007 (the data base was last updated November 1, 2007). The
following sites are on the database:

» BRRTS No. 04-32-194364—UW-L Fine Arts Building—Elevator Hydraulic Leak,
9/21/1994. Status: Historic - Spill Cleaned Up

+ BRRTS No. 03-32-117928—UW-L Power Plant—Leaking Underground Storage Tank
(LUST) Site, Start date: 5/17/1996. Status: Closed 10/8/S8

» BRRTS No. 04-32-515127—UW-L Fine Arts Building—Unknown Oil Spilt under Kiin,
8/17/2001. Status: Closed 9/5/2001

e BRRTS No. 09-32-295556---UW-L Maintenance Building—Underground Storage Tank
(UST) Closure, 08/11/1992. Status: No Action Required

+ BRRTS No. 09-32-296872—UW-L Maintenance Building—Underground Storage Tank
(UST) Closure, 11/16/1998. Status: No Action Required

COMM Reqistered Tanks

The Wisconsin Department of Commerce (COMM) database was searched for sites with
registered above-ground storage tanks (ASTs) and/or underground storage tanks (USTs) on
November 20, 2007 (the COMM online database was last updated on November 10, 2004).
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UW-L had seven USTs and one AST at the Physical Plant that have been closed/removed. The
tanks ranged in volume from 250 gallons to 40,000 gallons. Currently, one UST and one AST
are in use at the UW-L Physical Plant. The UST contains 12,000 gallons of diesel and the AST
contains 2,000 gallons of unleaded gasoline. There are no known USTs or ASTs in the vicinity
of the proposed Academic Building.

EPA Database Search

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) multi-system database was searched for sites
listed as Superfund sites and generators of hazardous/toxic waste on November 20, 2007
(database last updated on November 20, 2007). UW-L is a Large Quantity Generator (LQG) of
hazardous waste. A Large Quantity Generator is defined as a generator who generated 1,000
kilograms (2,205 pounds) or more of hazardous waste in a single menth.

WALMS Database Search

The Wisconsin Asbestos and Lead Abatement Management System (WALMS) database was
searched for information about the hazardous materials present in Baird, Trowbridge, and
Wilder Halls. All three buildings have all had asbestos and lead-based paint surveys performed.

Baird Hall was inspected on August 8, 2005. Asbestos-containing materials found in the
building include door caulk, carpet and tile adhesive, floor tites, and pipe and water tank
insulation. Fire doors, linoleum flooring, and wall and bulletin board adhesive were also
assumed to contain asbestos. lLead-based paint was not detected in the building.

Trowbridge Hall was inspected on August 15, 2005. Asbestos-containing materials found in the
building include window, door, and joint caulk, ceiling tiles, floor tiles, and pipe insulation. Fire
doors, wall paneling adhesive, and bulletin board adhesive in the building was also assumed to
contain asbestos. Lead-based paint was not detected in the building.

Wilder Hall was inspected on February 18, 2005. Asbestos-containing materials found in the
building include floor tile and floor tile adhesive, pipe insulation and fittings, and light fixture
shields. Fire doors, paneling adhesive, ceramic tile adhesive and grout, and roofing materials
were also assumed to contain asbestos. A limited amount of lead-based paint was found on
some door frames in the building.

Existing Building Demolition/Hazardous Materials

Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder Halls do contain some asbestos. The University will identify all
existing asbestos, and an abatement contractor wiill be retained to properly remove and dispose
of this materials. Lead-based paint does not require abatement prior o demolition. After the
hazardous material abatement, the existing structures will be dismantled and sorted for
recycling, resale, or disposal.

Noise
Ambient noise conditions at the project site are consistent with noise levels typically

experienced on a university campus. Traffic levels in this area are low, as the only adjacent
vehicular streets are Pine and 16" Streets southwest of the project site.
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Biological Environment

Vegetation

The project site is currently a lot with two existing residence halls and an existing administrative
building at the center of campus. Approximately 46 deciduous and coniferous trees including
ashes, locusts, maples, and spruces provide shade for the area. Tree diameters range from 4
inches to 30 inches.

Fish and Wildlife

No fisheries resources are on the proposed site or immediately adjacent to it. The Mississippi
River is approximately 1.25 miles west of the project site. The La Crosse River flows from the
northeast toward the southwest o the Mississippi River and is approximately one mile north of
the project site. The Black River Channel is approximately two mites northwest of the project
site.

Threatened and Endangered Resources

Mr. Tom Lovejoy, WDNR, stated in an October 1, 2007, letter that no sensitive natural
resources are present on the project site and no adverse impacts are expected due to this
project,

Wetlands

There are no wetlands on or adjacent to the project site.

Social and Cultural Environment
Parks and Recreation

The City of La Crosse has 45 parks that make up approximately 1,400 acres, not including the
La Crosse River Marsh. The city owns the marsh that covers approximately 400 acres (City of
La Crosse Comprehensive Plan-2002). Four of the larger parks are on the shores of the
Mississippi or the Black River. The State Forestry division in the City maintains over 26,000
boulevard trees, 8,000 park trees, and plants 400 trees annually.

Myrick Park is the nearest public park to Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder Halls. It is located north
and across La Crosse Street and east of Oak Grove Cemetery. Myrick Park is the site of the
city's free zo0 and is adjacent to the Myrick Marsh Trail System, which offers hiking, jogging,
and nature study.

There is an open recreation area between Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder Halls that contains a
basketball court and a grassy area that students use as a picnic area, social gathering space,
study area, and relaxation spot. Several trees are scattered throughout to provide shade.

Existing and Future Land Use
The project site is within the boundaries of UW-L campus. The Campus Master Plan, prepared

in July 2005, addresses future land use on campus and provides design guidelines relating to
image and identity, vehicle, bicycle, and pedestrian circulation, parking, open space, buildings,
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and utilities. The major principles of the UW-L. Campus Master Plan are to enhance campus
image and identity, create a central campus mall within an enhanced academic core, and create
a more walkable campus environment. The New Academic Building design and site plan will
be coordinated with the Campus Master Plan to achieve a project that is consistent with these
master plan goals.

Surrounding Neighborhood

The UW-L main campus is located in a residential area in the east-central part of the city of
La Crosse. The original campus boundaries were approved in 1679. Since then, there have
been various land transfers between the City of La Crosse, UW-L, and the WDNR, as well as
expansions of the campus boundaries that were approved by the City of l.a Crosse and the
Board of Regents.

There are currently six privately-owned parcels of land remaining within the approved campus
boundary, as well as the City of La Crosse Municipal swimming pool, which is located between
Mitchell Hall and the Cartwright Center, and Emerson Elementary School, which abuts the
southeast corner of campus. It is the publicly-stated intent of UW-L. to acquire the privately-
owned properties and the city-owned pool parcel that are currently located with the campus
boundary as they become availabie.

City Population

According to the 2000 U.S. Census, the City of La Crosse has a population of 51,818. A profile
of the city estimates the population in 2006 to be 51,380 (City of La Crosse Profile).

UW-L Student Population and Profile

Enroliment in 2007/2008 is approximately 8,295 undergraduate students and 1,454 graduate
students, and 282 international students. A plan to increase the university enrollment by up to
500 students over the next five years was recently approved by the University System Board of
Regents. Approval of this proposal will be considered by the Wisconsin State Legislature in
2008. According to the UW-L 2006 Physical Development Pian, 95% of the undergraduate
student body is enrolled full time, and traditional students (24 years old and younger) comprise
approximately 96% of the undergraduate enroliment. Approximately 33% of all University
students live in on-campus residence halls.

Housing

According to information from the 2000 U.S. Census, there are 22,233 housing units in the City
of La Crosse, 84.9% of which are occupied. Of those units, 10,746 are owner-occupied. The
average household size is approximately 2.23 people (Economic Development Strategic Plan).

Health Care Facilities and Emergency Services

The City of La Crosse police force consists of 99 sworn officers and 22 civilian employees. A
new police center was built in 1996 on the north side.

The City of La Crosse is served by four fire stations. 1n addition to fire services, the La Crosse
Fire Department responds to medical emergency calls. There is a minimum of 25 fire fighters on
duty citywide 24 hours a day (La Crosse Comprehensive Plan).

21



Historical/Archaeological Environment

According to the Wisconsin Historical Society, there are three properties in the vicinity of the
project site that are listed on the National Register of Historic Places. These include Graff Main
Hall, Morris Hall, and Wittich Hall. Graff Main Hall, located southeast of the project site, was
constructed in 1908 and was the original campus building. Morris Hall, constructed in 1939, is
located to the south of the project site. Wittich Hall, constructed in 1916, is located east of the
project site. Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder Halls are not on the National Register of Historic
Places. Because Wilder Hall is over fifty years old, building information and photographs have
been submitted to the Wisconsin Historical Society for evaluation.

A Wisconsin Historical Society search of the Archaeologicat Site Inventory indicates that there
are no known archaeological sites in the project area. The project site has been disturbed from
its natural condition since at least the 1950’s.

Economic Environment
Employment and Labor Force

The City of La Crosse's unemployment rate measured in 2000 was 4.6%. From 1990 to 2000,
the City's total number of employed persons increased 6.1% from 26,448 to 28,056.

Income

The median family income, as stated in the US Census Bureau 2000, for the City of La Crosse
is $43,047 and the median household income is $31,103 (Economic Development Strategic
Plan, City of La Crosse, 2003-2004),

UW-L Effect on Local Economy

Education, heaith, and public administration sectors make up approximately 28% of all
employment in the City of La Crosse. If employment in these service sectors was removed or
decreased, the effects would be noticeable city-wide and even county-wide. The La Crosse
community places a high value on the presence of major institutions, such as UW-L, Franciscan
Skemp Healthcare, Viterbo University, and Gundersen Lutheran Medical Center.

UW-L employs approximately 1,200 people and has an estimated payroll of more than $76.8
million per year. Health insurance premiums for UW-L employees, including employee and
employer contributions, are estimated to be $11.9 million per year (UW-L Fact Card, 2007).

During the 2006-2007 fiscal year (July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007) UW-L. made over $9.1 million
worth of local purchases and did business with more than 40 vendors. Several local vendors,
providing food service, transportation, healthcare, building and remodeling services, and more,
were each paid more than $40,000 during the 2006-2007 fiscal year (UW-L Fact Card, 2007).
In addition, UW-L faculty, staff, and students, as well as visitors to the campus, contribute to the
focal economy through direct spending at local businesses.

Although UW-L does not pay property taxes, the university does pay an annual assessment in

lieu of taxes to cover costs associated with fire protection, police protection, and other city-
provided services. For the 2006-2007 fiscal year, the City of La Crosse was paid $1,028,251 in
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lieu of taxes on behalf of the university. This payment is calculated based on the square
footage of existing buildings on campus.

Transportation

The UW-L campus is bounded by several heavily traveled city streets. L.a Crosse Street (State
Highway 16) forms the north boundary of the campus and divides the main campus from the
north campus buildings and fields. The main campus is also affected by moderate to heavy
vehicular traffic from two other city-owned streets, State Street and Campbell Road, which form
the south and southeast boundaries of the campus.

Although a small number of one-block lengths of various city streets within the main campus
boundary are still open to public vehicular traffic, there are only two segments remaining that
experience any significant vehicular traffic by the general public. Those streets are a two-block
section of Pine Street that runs east-west along the north side of Mitchell Hall on the east end of
campus, and a three-block section of East Avenue that is a main north-south route through the
east side of the campus.

The block containing Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder Halls is bounded on all four sides by a grid
of pedestrian pathways that were once city streets. The actual streets with curb and gutter have
been replaced by wide concrete pedestrian malls that have pavement designed to support
emergency vehicles. The closest streets open to vehicular traffic by the general public near
Baird, Trowbridge, and Witder Halls are 16" Street and Vine Street, located just southwest of
Baird Hall. Traffic on these streets is minimal.

Public and Private Utilities

The La Crosse Water Utility is under the direct supervision of the Water and Sewer Utilities
Manager, subject to the authority of the Board of Public Works and the Common Council of the
City of La Crosse. It is the responsibility of the Utility to operate and maintain all the grounds,
buildings, and equipment of the Utility, including 15 wells, one reservoir, over 220 miles of water
main, and the main pumping station located in Myrick Park (City of La Crosse Water Utility
website). The City of La Crosse maintains utility easements in the grid of pedestrian pathways
that surround Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder Halls. City water supply lines exist on the north,
south, and west of the existing buildings. Laterals extend to the south end of Baird Hall, the
northeast corner of Trowbridge Hall, and the southeast corner of Wilder Hall.

The La Crosse Wastewater Utility operates and maintains 33 lift (pumping) stations, 188 miles
of sanitary sewers, 134 miles of storm sewers, and the Barron Island and Isle la Plume
wastewater treatment plants that compromise the wastewater collection, conveyance, and
treatment system of the City of La Crosse. The City of La Crosse accepts and treats sanitary
wastes from the cities of La Crosse and Onalaska, the Town of Campbell, and from much of the
Town of Shelby. By the end of 2007, La Crosse will also be accepting wastewater flow from the
City of La Crescent, Minnesota (La Crosse Wastewater Utiiity website). City sanitary lines exist
to the north, south, and east of the existing buildings. Laterals extend to the north end of Baird
Hall and the east ends of Trowbridge and Wilder Halls. Most campus buildings have duplex
pumping stations to push sewage to the city distribution system, with some buildings having
gravity-type systems.
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The City of La Crosse also owns the storm sewer system that serves the UW-L. campus. The
storm sewers were separated from the City's sanitary sewers in 1966. On campus, the storm
sewer consists of concrete pipes, alt of which are gravity systems except for Whitney Center,
where two pumped returns are used. Concrete storm sewer pipes are located on the north,
south and west sides of the existing site. Building roof drains, gutters, and downspouts are
routed to the storm drains from the north side of Trowbridge Hall and the south side of Wilder
Hall. In addition, the campus has coordinated with the City of La Crosse Water Department o
connect campus-wide clear water discharges to the storm sewer system to avoid unnecessary
sanitary sewer charge payments. According to utility maps, Baird Hall does not have a direct
storm sewer connection.

Buried gas lines owned by Xcel Energy surround the site containing Baird, Trowbridge, and
Wilder Halls on all sides. Lateral connections enter the buildings at the south end of Baird Hall
and the east ends of Trowbridge and Wilder Malls.

Other utilities in the area include buried steam, chilled water, electrical power, and signal
(including both fiber and copper telecommunication) lines owned by UW-L.

The campus steam distribution system is made up of a central heating plant which produces
and distributes high pressure steam through underground lines, which are located in concrete
ducts. Within the buildings, the steam pressure is reduced from 100 to 15 pounds per square
inch gauge (PSIG). Steam is used for area heating, food processing, humidification,
sterilization/autoclaves, and domestic hot water. Through the past 20 years, various direct
buried steam and condensate return lines have failed or developed leaks. It is suspected that
the deterioration is due to the fact that these buried lines are under vacated city streets and
have been subjected to corrosion caused by de-icers applied at the ground surface that has
leached down to the steam pipes. Segments of direct buried steam and condensate lines that
currently exist under these same conditions are located between Morris and Baird Halls and
between Trowbridge and Wilder Halls. An All Agency Project was reguested in the 2003-2005
biennium to replace these segments of buried piping. However, these all lie in areas that will be
disturbed by construction of the New Academic Building, so the project was deferred by the
university. A steam line also runs along the north edge of the existing site.

There are 18-inch chilled water lines (supply and condensate return) running north-south along
the west edge of the existing site. Construction of a building addition to the Heating Plant to
provide new space to house water chillers, pumps, and auxiliary equipment needed to produce
and distribute chilled water was completed in 1997. This project initially served seven campus
buildings, but the Chiller Plant and distribution system piping was sized to provide future cooling
capabilities for other campus buildings. The La Crosse Health Science Center (completed
2000), Wing Technology Center {completed 2001}, and the new residence hall (completed
2006) have all been added to the central chilled water system. In addition, Graff Main Hall and
the Cartwright Center were recently added to the central system and the existing 40-year-old
chiller at the Cartwright Center that was servicing these buildings was permanently taken offline.
The Cleary Alumni and Friends Center was also added to the central chilled water system in the
summer of 2007. The New Academic Building, additions to various academic buildings and
several existing academic buildings are all scheduled to be put on line with the central chilled
water system in the future. It was determined that the projected future load of these additional
facilities would exceed the capacity of the university’s system, so a third chiller and cooling
tower was added to the central system.
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The campus primary electrical distribution system consists of approximately 10,690 linear feet of
university-owned cable that is fed by Xcel Energy. The Xcel Energy substation is located on the
west side of Mitchell Hall on the east end of campus. With the addition of the new residence
hall, the proposed New Academic Building, and future additions to existing academic buildings,
the demand for electrical power from Xcel Energy will approach the upper limits of the amount
that the current infrastructure can supply. Consequently, an All Agency Project Request to
upgrade the electrical service to the campus was submitted and approved by the SBC. The
project is currently 80% designed, and construction is anticipated in the summer of 2008.

The campus telecommunications system was upgraded in 1989 to enhance telephone service
to all buildings and provide a campus data distribution-cabling plant. Century Telephone of
Wisconsin, Inc. provides digital Centrex service to UW-L. A campus-wide universal cabling
system, including new fiber optic and copper backbone facilities, was also instailed. Additional
optic cable was installed in 2003. These signal lines enter Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder Halls
on the south side of each building.
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lil. Probable Adverse and Beneficial Impact of the Proposed
Action on the Environment

Physical Environment

Climate and Air Quality

The UW-L New Academic Building activities will not threaten air quality. The WDNR does not
consider La Crosse as an air-quality attainment area, which would reguire controls on sources
of emissions. The University's central plant has the capacity to serve the New Academic
Building. The incremental load the new building will place on the plant does not threaten air
quality.

Other than short-term emissions from construction equipment, there will be no impact from
vehicular emissions because of this project. The project is not expected to attract additional
vehicles to the La Crosse campus area.

Energy

The New Academic Building will be connected to the existing University utilities. The total
electrical consumption by the existing buildings (Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder Halls) during FY
2006-2007 was approximately 661,000 kilowatt hours (KWH). Natural gas consumption by the
existing buildings during the same time period was approximately 3,800 therms. Energy usage
for the New Academic Building will not be known until further design of the project is completed.
Using historical data from an estimate of electrical consumption for a new academic building on
the UW-Madison campus, it is estimated that the new academic building will use approximately
2,030,400 kWh per year (Arnold & O’Sheridan estimate). This estimate may be somewhat high
for a building on the UW-L campus, as UW Madison buildings typically operate significantly
more hours per day than UW-L buildings. Although the new building will result in an increase in
electricity consumption compared to the existing building, the energy loads will not adversely
impact the capacity of the existing utility systems.

Sustainability

When possible, design of the new building will incorporate sustainable design principals that are
sensible and valid, especially those with an emphasis on energy efficiency. LEED silver
certification will be pursued for this project. A matrix comparing the DSF sustainability
requirements with the LEED requirements is included as Appendix J. The ultimate goal is to
meet the requirement of Executive Order 145, which states that new State buildings are to be
designed to use 30% less energy than commercial code. To achieve this goal, the project
design team anticipates incorporating the following features into the project:

+« Envelope performance

+ Cool day lighting

« Passive solar design {to reduce solar loads in the summer and increase solar
heat gain in winter)

+ Lighting efficiency (occupancy sensors, two level switching/adjustable lighting
levels)

s« Unoccupied HVAC system shutdown
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« Demand control ventifation
» Exhaust/relief air energy recovery

Natural day lighting and views have been emphasized for the project. For the most part, natural
light and views have been provided for all classrooms, and it is anticipated that a majority of the
regularly occupied office spaces will also include natural light and views. Preliminary day light
modeling and energy simulations have been performed to evaluate the use of day lighting for
the classrooms. In general, window to wall ratios of 40-50% for north- and south-facing walls
and 22-25% for east- and west-facing walls were determined to balance appropriate day light
levels with space energy use. The current building design is short of these initial targets on
some orientations, as shown on the building elevation drawings included in Appendix A.
Additional modeling and simulations will be done to improve the day lighting performance and
decrease the expected energy use of the building. Where possible, sunscreens and/or exterior
shading will be included on the east and west exposures of the building to reduce potential glare
and solar heat gains from direct sunlight.

The design team is currently investigating the incorporation of cost-effective renewable energy
sources, including photovoltaic electrical generation, active solar thermal systems, and wind-
powered electrical generation. It is anticipated that a renewable energy system will be
incorporated into the project if it is found to be economically viable. UW-L will pursue solar
thermal domestic hot water and the design team is currently evaluating costs and potential
Focus on Energy rebates that might be applicable to this type of system. Any additional cost for
this system will be funded via gift funds.

Other sustainability categories that are being explored include sustainable sites, water
efficiency, materials and resources, and indoor environmental quality. The matrix in Appendix J
lists various items from the DSF Sustainable Facilities Guidelines for each category, and
compares them with the related LEED creditable items. The matrix shows if each item is
considered to be part of the building’s standard design, or recommended, possible, or
impossible.

Surface and Subsurface Conditions

The proposed action will have no major effect on site soils. Physical changes to the site will not
encroach on or impact adjacent properties. Minimal grading will be required because the site is
refatively flat and the first fioor elevation of the new building will be similar to that of the existing
buildings. Ramps and stairwells will not be required at the entrances.

During construction, there is a potential for some erosion of exposed soils from beneath new
structures and site regrading, which can be viewed as a short-term adverse impact. These
effects will be controlled and minimized according to erosion contro! practices outlined in Wis.
Stats. 144.266 for construction activity. An erosion control plan will be submitted as part of a
storm water construction management plan.

Water Resources
Existing buildings within the approximately 4 acre project limits have a combined impervious

roof area of approximately 24,000 square feet. The current design of the New Academic
Building has an approximate impervious roof area of 54,100 square feet. The net total
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impervious roof area will increase by approximately 30,100 square feet (0.7 acres). Preliminary
calculations indicate that the overall impervious area within the project limits will increase from
approximately 45% to 56% taking into account the building roof area and associated patios and
walkways (JJR personal communication). The design team is currently reviewing alternatives to
reduce the increase in impervious area,

This change will result in an increase in storm water runoff volume. According to the draft
SWMP, the New Academic Building project is exempt from post-construction stormwater
performance standards because this is a redevelopment site with no increase in exposed
parking lots or roads. This means the project does not have to comply with the 40% total
suspended solids reduction, peak discharge control, or infiltration requirements. However,
because of the existing flooding problems on campus, the proposed increase in roof area, and
desire to minimize environmental impact, it may be in the university’s best interest to limit the
amount of water being discharged to the storm sewer system. The draft SWMP suggests
installing a rain garden near the proposed building to infiltrate 25% of the building's total roof
runoff, as shown in a figure from the draft SWMP included in Appendix G. The current design
concept includes several rain garden features in the building's south-facing courtyard area and
along the north side of the building. (see UW-La Crosse New Academic Building, Overall Site
Development Plan, and March 24, 2008, in Appendix A). A detailed design of the rain garden,
including sizing, has not yet been completed. Additionally, the design team plans fo investigate
the possibility of recycling roof water for irrigation, or constructing a green roof to prevent roof
water form discharging directly to the storm sewer system.

A construction site erosion control plan will be required in accordance with NR 151.11 because
an area greater than 1 acre will be disturbed during project construction.

Flood Hazards

The project site is located in an area of minimal flooding. The 100-year floodplain elevation is
646 feet and the boundary is approximately 2,300 feet north of the proposed building site. The
New Academic Building project will have no impact on the 100-year floodplain.

Noise

No long-term noise impacts are anticipated because of this project. The New Academic
Building is located at the center of the UW-L campus, away from busy streets and parking lots.
Because of this project, there will be short-term noise impacts during the demolition and
construction periods.

Environmental and Chemical Hazards

Based on the environmental database searches, there are no known historical recognized
environmental concerns or potential envircnmental concerns because of this project.

Some building materials are known to contain asbestos in Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder Halls.
An asbestos abatement consultant will be required to survey the building to determine the
extent of such materials and to produce an abatement plan. An asbestos abatement firm will
then be retained to remove those materials prior to demolition of the building.
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Biological Environment

There will be a short-term impact on flora and fauna in the area when construction begins. Of
the approximately 46 existing trees within the project limits, most will be removed, though it is
possible that some will be transplanted. Less desirable tree species will not be transplanted. A
detailed landscape plan has not yet been created, but the project will result in a net increase in
the number of trees on the project site. Turf, no-mow turf, and planting beds are all viable
options for the project, and the final site will most likely consist of combination of these. Native
ptanting materials will be selected where applicable. In proposed rain garden areas, species
compatible with the envircnment will be selected.

There are no long-term biclogical impacts from the proposed project. According to the WDNR,
there are no threatened or endangered flora and fauna species.

Social and Cultural Environment
Recreation and Green Space

Preliminary calculations indicate that the overall impervious area within the project limits will
increase from approximately 45% to 56% taking into account the building roof area and
associated patios and walkways. The placement and orientation of the site design offers a
more aesthetic green space. The site design for the New Academic Building includes a portion
of the design of the southern half of the central campus mall, including a new plaza space
around the Hoeschler Clock tower. The proposed mali area will include improvements o
walkways, plantings, signage, and pedestrian amenities to provide an enhanced central campus
odtdoor space.

Cultural Environment

Beneficial impacts to the cultural environment within the boundaries of the project include new
learning spaces and academic and student support services to benefit all UW-L students. In
addition, members of the public will use the facility as they attend gatherings or non-degree
educational sessions held in the building. The central campus mall design wiil provide a
centralized outdoor space for students, staff, and faculty.

Temporary displacement of academic depariments currently focated in Wilder Hall will occur for
a two-year period between the demolition of Wilder Hall and completion of the New Academic
Building. These departments will need to relocate to other spaces on campus during this time.
The campus is currently developing a relocation plan., Demolition of the existing buildings will
not begin until after the 2008-2009 school year is completed.

Housing

Reuter Hall, a 50 year old residence hall with a capacity of 200 beds, was demolished in the
spring of 2005, Construction of a new residence hall in the same location was completed in
2006. The new residence hall has a capacity of 380 beds, providing 180 additional beds. The
two residence halls being demolished as part of the New Academic Building project, Baird and
Trowbridge, have 200 beds each. Prior to the demolition of Baird and Trowbridge Halls, the
university will have a plan in place to replace the net loss of 220 beds that will be realized when
these two residence halls are taken off line. The university studied the possibility of creating a
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private/public partnership with local landlords and developers who own farge parcels of property
contiguous to the campus to recreate these 220 beds in new, modern facilities managed by the
university Residence Life Program. However, issues such as proximity to campus, financial
feasibility, and a growing sentiment among students that the beds should be replaced on
campus led the university to seek approval to construct new residence hall beds on campus.
The Board of Regents approved this in December 2007. The next step is to seek approval from
the Building Commission to begin designing a new residence hall project.

Until a new residence hall is consfructed, there will be a short-term loss of 220 beds on campus.
This will result in a short-term inconvenience to students by requiring them to reside off campus.
To account for the temporary housing shortage that wilt occur between demolition of Baird and
Trowbridge Halls and construction of a new residence hall, the campus is currently exploring the
possibility of leasing space at private facilities adjacent to the campus for one to two years as
necessary.

According to the campus’ 2006 Physical Development Plan, the university recently compieted a
four-year Enrollment Management Program (2001 to 2005) that caused enroliments to be
reduced by 530 full-time equivalents (FTE) during that period. Enrollment numbers began to
rise again in 2006. Currently, UW-L has outlined a pilot tuition management program as part of
its Growth, Quality and Access Plan that would increase the university enroliment by up to 500
students over the next five years. This plan was recently approved by the University System
Board of Regents, and approval of the proposal wilt be considered by the Wisconsin State
Legislature in 2008. As a result, in the future there will be a growing demand for residence hall
space for incoming freshmen, at a time when the number of beds will be reduced by the
demoalition of Baird and Trowbridge Halls. The university has formed a steering commitiee to
determine how many residence hall beds should be maintained under the UW-L Residence Life
Program, and to develop the university’s strategy for providing additional residence hall space.

Neighborhood Compatibility and Site Aesthetics

The new building will be consistent with campus architectural standards and current master
planning efforts. Because the new academic building is bounded by other university buildings
on all sides, the project will not affect any adjoining private neighborhoods.

The New Academic Building will be constructed in a highly visibie and central location on
campus. in addition, this project will act as an anchor for the future Centrai Campus Mall. Due
to its prominent location on campus, the building will need to be treated as one that will be seen
and experienced from all sides. The design of the New Academic Building will be influenced by
the architectural style of the surrounding buildings, in order to contribute to the visual unity of the
campus, but the building will still express its own design character. Photos of the buildings
surrounding the project site are included in Appendix A.

Historical/Archaeological Environment

The three properties on campus that are listed on the National Register of Historic Places wilt
not be affected by the project. Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder Halls are not on the National
Register of Historic Places, though Wilder Hall is more than fifty years old. All of these facilities
will be demolished as part of this project.
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A name for the New Academic Building has not been selected. Naming of the facility will follow
UWSA guidelines and will consider preserving the Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder names, or
perpetuating the names in a memorial.

There are no known archaeological sites in the project area. The project site has been
disturbed from its natural condition since at ieast the 1950’s.

Economic Environment

Employment

According to the New Academic Building Project Request Document (PRD)}), the project is
expected to require six full-time custodial staff members and two fuli-time maintenance staff
members. There will most likely not be a net increase of positions on campus, as maintenance
and custodial staff from Wilder Hall will be absorbed into service in the New Academic Building,
and custedial staff from Baird and Trowbridge Halls will be absorbed into service in the existing
residence halis and the new residence hall that wilt be built. The campus will pursue additional
custodial and maintenance positions for the new building, but it is unknown whether that effort
will be successful.

During the short-term, there will be an increase in employment related to construction of the
project. In addition, there will be a positive impact to the local retail community resulting from
purchase of food, lodging, fuel, equipment, and supplies during the construction phase. In the
long-term, there may be an increase in faculty to support the proposed increase in student
population.

Income and Spending

The project budget is $44.0 million. The project will be funded by general fund supported
borrowing and gift funds. Program revenue funds will used to demolish Baird and Trowbridge
Halls, and Building Trust Funds will be sought to fund demolition of Wilder Hail. According to
the program request document (PRD), operating costs are expected to increase by
approximately $541,000 per year. This includes $356,000 for salaries for additional
maintenance and custodial staff and $185,000 for increased utility costs.

The university currently pays the City of La Crosse an annual assessment in lieu of taxes. For
the 2006-2007 fiscal year this assessment was $1,028,251. Because the assessment is based
on the square footage of buildings that exist on campus, and the construction of the New
Academic Building will result in a net increase in building square footage, this assessment will
increase. The exact amount of the increase is not known. The increase of faculty, staff, and
students using the building will also increase coniributions to the jocal economy.

A study on the economic effects of University of Wisconsin System by NorthStar Economics
(NorthStar Economics, September 2002) suggests that the economic multiplier of university
expenditures is in the range of 2.4. Thus a $44 million construction project can be expected to
contribute up to $105 million to the local, regional, and naticnal economy.
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Transportation

Because the New Academic Building will have a prominent location on campus, and because it
will be used by a large number of students, faculty, and staff everyday, particular attention will
be paid to circulation of pedestrians, bicycles, and service vehicles. Entry plazas will be located
on the east and west sides of the building, and will be designed to direct pedestrian flow into the
building from muitiple directions. The entry plazas will also provide pedestrian connections to
the existing walkway system that surrounds the site. Bicycle parking will be located adjacent to
both entrances and will be consistent with the campus site design guidelines outlined in the
campus master plan.

With the exception of possible service vehicle and ADA stalis, there is no intent to construct
additional parking as part of this project. The site of the New Academic Building does not
currently contain any parking, so there will be no net gain or loss in parking space and overall
campus parking needs should not be affected. During new building construction, there will be
interference to pedestrian traffic caused by construction vehicles. It is anticipated that perimeter
walkways around the new building site will remain open during construction. Primary access to
the site by construction vehicles will be from the southwest at Vine and 16" Street. Appropriate
safety fencing and barricades will need to be provided to secure the construction site.

Utilities

The New Academic Building will be served by existing utilities. The laterals from the existing
utility lines to the three buildings on the site will have to be removed and new laterals extended
after determining which of the existing lines are the most appropriate to be accessed for
connection to the New Academic Building.

The existing water supply, sanitary sewer, and natural gas systems are adequate to supply the
New Academic Building. Storm sewer system capacity issues on campus were discussed in the
water resources section of this report. The building program statement indicates that a single
15-inch storm lateral will serve the building.

University-owned utilities, including buried steam, chilled water, electrical power, and signal
(including both fiber and copper telecommunication) fines that feed into the existing buildings
wiil be removed and new lines will be installed. A steam line located on the northeast end of the
site will be relocated before construction of the New Academic Building. An electrical manhole
and a signal manhole are currently located on the southwest corner of the site. The new
building footprint has been designed to avoid disturbance of these pipes so that the manhole will
not have to be relocated.

The university-owned utilities have all been updated recently in order to meet the demands of
the campus. The buried steam, chilled water, electrical power, and signal systems are
adequate 1o supply the New Academic Building.

Utility costs for the New Academic Building are expected to increase by $185,000 as compared
to the utility costs for the existing buildings (UW-L Project Request Document).
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IV. Probable Unavoidable Adverse Environmental Impacts

The project will require an initial financial commitment of $44.0 million as well as a $541,000
increase in annual operating and maintenance expenses.

The project includes the removal of up to 46 existing trees. However, the goal of the
landscaping plan currently being developed is to increase the number of trees in the project

area.

Preliminary calculations indicate that the overall impervious area within the project limits will
increase from approximately 45% to 56% taking into account the building roof area and
associated patios and walkways. This will cause an increase in surface water runoff. The
design team is currently reviewing alternatives to reduce the increase in impervious area.

The existing basketball court and green space located between Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder
Halls will be lost as part of the New Academic Building construction. There are no plans for
reptacement of the basketball court. The construction of the new academic building is the first
step in creating the central campus mall, which will preserve and create green space to be used
as a primary gathering place.

During new building construction, there will be interference to pedestrian traffic caused by
construction vehicles. It is anticipated that perimeter walkways around the new building site will
remain open during construction. Primary access to the site by construction vehicles will be
from the southwest at Vine and 16" Street. Appropriate safety fencing and barricades will need
to be provided to secure the construction site.
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V. Relationship between Short-Term Uses of the Environment
and the Maintenance and Enhancement of the Long-Term
Productivity

There will be a temporary displacement of students after demolition of the Baird and
Trowbridge, the two residence halls. The construction of the new residence hall in 2006 has
created a net gain of 180 beds, but the loss of these two 200-bed facilities will result in a net
loss of 220 beds. The university tentatively plans to lease private facilities adjacent to campus
to provide student housing space after Baird and Trowbridge Halls are demolished until
construction of a new residence hall is completed.

There will also be temporary two-year displacement of faculty and staff from the academic and
student development departments currently housed in Wilder Hall. These departments will have
to be temporarily relocated to other buildings on campus while the New Academic Building is
being constructed. Demolition of the existing buildings will not begin until after the 2008-2009
school year is completed.

There will be short-term impacts to the environment during construction, which include
increased noise levels, consumption of fuels and other building products, and a temporary ioss
of vegetation. These impacts will not exist in the long-term when the building is complete and
the site is allowed to mature.

The long-term goals of the Campus Master Plan include the creation of a Central Campus Mall
within an enhanced academic core. The mali-like space will be created incrementally in phases.
The construction of the New Academic Building is the first phase in forming this central campus
space. The new building will provide the long-term benefit of modern educational technology,
state of the art classrooms, and centrally located academic and student service departments.
The New Academic Building wifl also provide the campus the capacity to handle future growth of
the university population.
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Vi, Irreversible or Irretrievable Commitment of Resources

The project will require an initial financial commitment of $44.0 million as well as annual
operating and maintenance expenses.

Construction of the building requires irretrievable commitment of building and furnishing
materials. The construction process will consume energy and materials. Potential irretrievable
materials include fuel, wood, brick, glass, steel, sand, gravel, and asphalt. These resources are
not scarce; thus, depletion is not a major concern.

The project will result in the loss of three campus buildings, all of which are more than 40 years
old and would require a significant investment to keep them operational. None of these
buildings are listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Theoretically, the land could be restored to a pre-developmental setting if the buildings were
demolished and the pedestrian pathways removed.

There will be a long-term commitment of energy resources to operate and maintain the New
Academic Building. However, long-term consumption of fuel, natural gas, and other resources
will not impact or overload the municipal supplies. The building will be designed to be
sustainable and energy efficient. This commitment of resources is justified by the benefits of the
proposed action.
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VIl. Alternatives to Proposed Action

No Action

A lack of adequate general assignment classrooms facilities has an adverse impact on the
university’s ability to fulfill its core mission, and is therefore a critical space use issue. This
situation will be exacerbated by UW-L’s growth agenda. The alternative of no action does not
meet the critical space needs for instructional facilities. The quantity and quality of facilities
within the university is critical not only to the delivery of instruction, but also to the recruitment
and retention of quality students and faculty.

There are currently 90 general assignment classrooms for use on the UW-L campus. Many of
these classrooms are too small for the class size they need to support. Approximately 40
percent of the existing 20 general assignment classrooms have aspect ratios (ratio of the room’s
longer dimension to its shorter dimension)} greater than 1.5, which results in poor sight lines and
poor visibility. The size and dimensional ratios prohibit the installation of modern instructional
technology. [n addition, a large majority of the existing general access classrooms are in
buildings that were constructed over thirty years ago, and no updates to ceiling, wall/floor
finishes, or infrastructure have occurred in many of these areas. These issues are made even
more critical by the fact that over 90 percent of the existing classrooms have seating
arrangements that exceed their original design capacity. Because of all these issues, 38 of the
existing classrooms are considered by UWSA to be substandard (Type ‘B') classrooms.

Additions/Renovations to Existing Buildings

If a new academic building is not constructed, large additions and extensive renovations to
several existing buildings will be required in order to provide the quantity and quality of general
assignment classroom space that is needed. This will result in forcing the design and
construction of these projects to be dictated by existing deck to deck heights, existing
mechanical systems, existing cladding assemblies, and existing site constraints. The design
and construction of additions and renovations to existing buildings can often be less cost
effective than construction of a new building because of the possibility of muitiple temporary
relocations, designing and constructing around existing building and site constraints, discovery
of unanticipated conditions during construction, and scheduies driven by existing building
occupancy and operational concerns rather than by construction critical paths.

There would most likely be significantly more temporary relocations, with some building
occupants experiencing multiple moves before reaching their final destination. The construction
of additions to and more extensive renovations of existing buildings would most certainly cause
both anticipated, and unanticipated, disruptions to the delivery of instruction. In addition, of the
three buildings (Graff Main Hall, Wimberly Hall, and the Center for the Arts) that will have space
needs mitigated by this project, only the Center for the Arts has adjacent land available that
could accommodate an addition. However, this space is being reserved for an addition to that
building to solve current space issues associated with various departments within the College of
Liberal Studies, as described in the campus physical development plan. Also, the utility
systems in these buildings are not adequately sized to serve major building additions, so
recenstruction of the utility services to the facilities would be required. It is estimated that the
cost to provide new utilities to each of these buildings would be collectively greater than bringing
new services to a singie facility.
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Appendix A
Site Plan, Floor Plans, Exterior Elevations, and Adjacent
Building Photos
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Appendix B
Scoping Letter and Public Notice



September 28, 2007

Name

Title
Organization
Street Address
City, State, ZIP

Re: UW-La Crosse Proposed New Academic Building
Project No. 05130
Environmental Impact Statement—Scoping Process

Dear

The State of Wisconsin Department of Administration, Division of State Facilities, retained Ayres
Associates to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for a New Academic Building at the
University of Wisconsin—La Crosse (UW-L). An initial requirement for the EIS is the scoping process.
The scoping process identifies potential impacts involving the physical, social, and economic
environments associated with the proposed project. A letter of invitation to affected/interested agencies
and a published notice in the local news media announces the beginning of the scoping process and
public mesting. The EIS will be prepared in accordance with the Wisconsin Environmental Policy Act
(WEPA), Wisconsin Statutes 1.11 and UW System guidelines.

Because you or your agency may be interested in possible environmental, social, or economic impacts
associated with this project, we would like to invite you to a scoping meeting on October 16, 2007, at 6:00
p.m. in the Valhalla B Room, Cartwright Center, UW-L Campus. Written comments may also be
submitted by Tuesday, October 16, 2007, to the following contacts:

Dennis L. Johnson, PE Terri Reda

Manager — Environmental Services Environmental Affairs Officer
Ayres Associates UW System Administration
3433 Oakwood Hills Parkway 780 Regent Street, Suite 210
P.C. Box 1590 Madison, WI 53715-2635
Eau Claire, Wl 54702-1590

johnsond@AvresAssociates.com freda@uwsa.edu

Proposed Action

UW-La Crosse proposes to construct a New Academic Building to be located at the academic core of the
campus. The intent of the new academic building is to provide the gquantity and quality of general access
classrooms needed to support the basic mission of the university, and to provide space for various
academic and student advising departments. The new building will be located southwest of the clock
tower in an area cusrently occupied by Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder Halls. These obsolete residence
hatls and administrative buildings will be demolished to make room for the new facility. The New
Academic Building will anchor the southwest corner of the future Central Campus Mall. The future
focation of the building is shown on the attached Campus Master Plan drawing.

The New Academic Building will be a four-story structure with a space of approximately 118,740 ASF
(assignable square feet}/179,600 GSF (gross square feet), Approximately 60% of the proposed building
will be occupied by generaf assignment classroom space equipped with modern educational technology.
The remaining space will house various programs and departments including Communications Studies,
Women's Studies, Honors Program, International Education, Office of the Dean of College of Science and
Health, Student Support Services, Career Services, Counseling and Testing, Academic Advising,



September 28, 2007
Page 2 of 2

Multicuiturat Student Services, and Campus Climate. Demolition of existing buildings is tentatively
scheduled to begin in May 2009 and new building construction in July 2009. Completion and occupancy
is scheduled for July 2011,

Proposed EIS Schedule

The draft and final EIS will evaluate environmental impacts in accordance with the Wisconsin
Environmental Policy Act (WEPA) guidelines and address any issues identified during the scoping
process and draft and final EIS comment periods. The preliminary schedule for the EIS process is as
follows {all dates, except the Scoping Meeting date, are tentative and may change):

Scoping Meeting October 16, 2007

Draft EIS public comment period December 14, 2007 to January 30, 2008 (45 days)
Draft EIS Public Meeting January 30, 2008

Final EIS public comment period April/May 2008 (30 days)

Final EIS Public Meeting May 2008

Record of Decision June 2008

If you are interested in this project, we welcome any comments, suggestions, or other input you may have
in person at the scoping meeting or in writing. [f we do not hear from you by October 16, 2007, we will
assume that there are no negative issues related to this proposal that impact you or the group you
represent. There will be other opportunities for public input on this project during the draft and final EIS
comment periods.

Sincerely,

Ayres Associates inc

Dennis L. Johnson, PE

Manager — Environmental Services
Environmental Engineer

DLJ:tah

Enclosure
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STATE OF WISCONSIN, Katherine Skolos, being duly sworn, says that she is the principal
La Crosse County. 58 clerk of THE LA CROSSE TRIBUNE, a public daily newspaper
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in the county and State aforesaid, and that the notice of which the
annexed is printed copy taken from the paper in which the same
was published, was inserted and published in the said newspaper

onthe__ 0] day of Oct e 2007
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UW-L grads take top spots at
nuclear medicine competition

UW-L graduates Robyn Ostrowski and Kristin
Leach placed first and third, respectively, in the
Society of Nuclear Medicine's (SNM) Best
Student Paper Competition in Washington, D.C.,
this summer.

They presented their research at the SNM’s
annual national meeting. The SNM is the
national professional organization for nuclear
medicine technologists (NMTs).

Both students graduated from UW-L with
degrees in NMT and performed their research
while completing their degree work through an
internship at Northwestern Memorial Hospital in
Chicago, where they both now work.

Ostrowski’s paper was “Radionuclidic Purity
Assessment of Yttrium-90 Microspheres;”
Leach’s was “Rapid Miniaturized
Chromatography Procedure for Iodine-123.”

CAMPUS CONNECTION Oct. 1-7, 2007

UW L graduates Krzsrm Leach left, and Robyn
Ostrowski, right, earned top spots at this
summer s nuclear medicine paper competition in
Washington, D. C. They are pictured with Nancy
McDonald, center, program director of
Northwestern Memorial Hospital's clinical
education programs.

CLASSIFIED
ADS

Wanted

Beds, living room furniture, kitchen items.
Hee Kyu Kim from South Korea is visiting the
biology department until August 2008. He has
rented an apartment and needs furniture. If
anyone has anything to loan him for a year,
contact Tom Volk at 785.6972 or
volk.thom@uwlax.edu.

Big Brothers Big Sisters. Spend two to three
hours a week with a child doing various activities
throughout the community. To get involved, call
782.2227 or go to the Big Brothers Big Sisters
web site at www.bbbsofcr.org
<http://www.bbbsofcr.org>

Disability Awareness Month:
provide students access info

In honor of Disability Awareness Month, the
Affirmative Action & Diversity Office and the
Disability Resource Services Office ask all
faculty and instructional academic staff to
provide disability access information to students.
Place information in syllabi at the beginning of
each semester; place it on the whiteboard or
bulletin board in classrooms; or add it to e-mails
or Web-based course materials. By providing it,
UW-L ensurcs disability disclosure and displays
willingness of faculty and staff to provide
reasonable accommaodations for students with a
disability.

Use the following statement: “Any student
with a documented disability (e.g., physical,
learning, psychiatric, vision, or hearing, etc.)
who needs to arrange reasonable accommo-
dations must contact the instructor and the
Disability Resource Services Office (165
Murphy Library) at the beginning of the
semester. Students who are currently using
Disability Resource Services will have a copy of
a contract that verifies they are qualified
students with disabilities who have documen-
tation on file in the Disability Resource Service
Office.”

Also be aware of the following disability
access information: When planning conferences,
events and activities, assign someone to handle
requests for accommodations. Call Disability
Services at 785.6900 for assistance.

In registration brochures, invitations or fliers,
use the following: “To request disability
accommodations, please contact (name,
department, address, and phone number).”
Publications such as college bulletins, program
brochures, class schedules, newsletters and
instructional publications must be provided in
alternative formats (Braille, large print, tape,
electronic) upon request. In these, use the
following statement: “This publication/material
is available in alternative formats upon request.
Please contact (name, department, address, and
phone number).”

For more information, contact Al Thompson,
assistant to the Chancellor for Affirmative
Action & Diversity and UW-L Americans with
Disabilities Act coordinator. Call 785.8541 or
e-mail: thompson.alfr@uwlax.edu.

Publlc notice

EIS scoping process begms for UW-L's' new academlc bmldmg

The State of Wisconsm has retained Ayres
Associates to prepare an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) for the new academic building
on campus in accordance with sec. 1.11 Wis.

 Stats. and UW System guidelines. Scoping is an
initial requ:rement of the EIS process to identify
major issues and potential environmental impacts
associated with this project at an early stage.

‘The design of the proposed 116,740 ASF /
179,600 GSF Academic Building incorporates
sustainable design principles that emphasize
energy efficiency and long-term durability. The
building will provide technology-enhanced
general assignment classrooms and accommodate
various programs and student advising services.
Three existing buildings, including Baird,
Trowbridge, and Wilder Halls, will be
demolished. Two of these facilitics arc residence
halls, and one houses administrative functions.
Demolition of these aging structures will enable

- the new academic buﬂdmg to be sited at thc
~ academic core of the campus where if will anchor ]

the southwest corner of the future central campus

mall, in accord with the Campus Master Plan.
“This notice announces that the EIS scoping

process has begun. “The public is invited to a

“scoping meeting at 6 p.m. on: Tuesday, Qct. 16 n

the Valhalla B, Cartwnght Center.

Written comments or suggestions about the
potential environmental, social, or economic
impacts associated with the project are also
welcome. Submit comments by Oct. 16 to:
Dennis L. Johnson, PE, Ayres Associates, 3433
Oakwood Hills Parkway, P.O. Box 1590, Eau
Claire, WI 54702-1590 or Terri Reda,
Environmental Affairs Officer, UW System
Administration, 780 Regent Street, Suite 210,
Madison, WI 53715-2635. ;

Interlibrary loan service speeds
delivery of article requests

In 2004, Murphy Library began participating
in an interlibrary loan service in which UW
System libraries electronically deliver articles
directly to the requester. Since then, all UW
System libraries have joined this system,
creating a vast pool of articles available for
desktop delivery. When articles are available
through this system, the potential for rapid
delivery increases. Some users have reported
receiving articles in as little as 24 hours or less
after requesting them.

Last year, Interlibrary Loan processed 16,402
requests. Of those requests, 6,385 were items
we provided to other libraries and 10,017 were
items that we borrowed from other libraries.

Undergraduates accounted for 48 percent of the
transactions, graduate students 38 percent and
faculty and staff 14 percent.

For more information about interlibrary
loans, contact Reference & Interlibrary
Loan/Document Delivery Librarian Randy
Hoelzen at 785-8398 or
hoelzen.rand@uwlax.edu.

Top five libraries UW-L borrows from
1. UW-Madison

2. UW-Milwaukee

3. UW-Eau Claire :

4. British Lendmngbrary S

3 UWWhitewater : :

Top five libraries UW—L lends to:
1. UW-Oshkosh

2. UW-Milwaukee

3. UW-Parkside

4, UW-Platteville «

5. UW-Stevens Point
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Johnson, Dennis

From: Lewis Matthew N {lewis.matt@uwlax.edu]
Sent: Tuesday, October 02, 2007 7:43 AM

To: Johnson, Dennis

Cc: Earll, Larry - DOA; mdonnely@uwsa.edu; Terri Reda; Baer Vickie L

Dennis,

Attached is a link to the front page of the UW-L website. For your referenceffile, please note the item under
“Campus News” regarding the EIS Scoping Meeting.

hitp:/fwww.uwlax.edu/

Thanks,
Matt

10272007
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Johnson, Dennis

From: Lewis Matthew N {lewis.matt@uwlax.edu]
Sent: Thursday, October 04, 2007 10:33 AM

To: Johnson, Dennis

Cc: Terri Reda; mdonnelly@uwsa.edu; Larry Earll
Subject: Additional Meeting Notice

Attachments: PUBLIC NOTICE doc

Dennis,

For your files, the attached flier was posted on bulletin boards in the following buildings on campus:

Student Centers:
Cartwright Center
Recreation Eagle Center
Whitney Center

Center for the Arts
Cowley Hall of Science
Graff Main Hall

Health Science Center
Mitchell Hall

Morris Hall

Murphy Library

W. Carl Wimberly Hall
Wittich Halt

Residence Halls:
Angell Hall
Hutchison Hal
Drake Hall
Wentz Hall

Coate Hall

Laux Hali
Sanford Hall
White Hall
Reuter Hall

Thanks,
Matt

10/4/2007

Page 1 of 1



GE9Z-GTLES IM ‘Uosipely 06ST-20LbS 1M “adieD neq

012 auns ‘1@ens jusbay 084 06ST X0g '0O'd
UORRISIUIWPY WRISAS MN Aemiied s||IH POOMYBQ £EHE
1200 Sdiely [ejuswiUoiAug SOIRIN0SSY SalAy
epay L3l §le} Jd ‘uosuyor 7 siuueg

101 /007 ‘OT 490010 AQ SIUSLLLLIOD 353U}
WUWQNS 3SBa|d "SWwoDom 0s|e aie afoid su3 yum pajeinosse spedul] Juwoucos
10 “[2120s ‘|ejusLuuodiaue [enusiod oyl noge suonsobbng Jo SJUSWILIOD USHLM

"SNAWRD 9S04 B-AN BU3 UO 133UD)) JUBLMMED “WO0Y g Bjj_YIRA BY1 Ui ‘Z00Z ‘OT 429010 Uo
‘wd 00:9 1e bunssw Buidods e 03 pajaul s oygnd ayl "unbaq sey ssaoold Buidoos S13 943 38U SIIUNOUUR 3210U SIY |

‘ueld 1938eW sndwed syl

UM piodoe ul ‘fews snduled jenusd a4niny 9l JO SOUI0D 1SOMUIN0S B41 JoYdUR |jim 3 alaym sndwied ayj JO 310D djwopede
U3 38 Pa3is 89 03 bUIp{ing diWapeIe MaU Bl SjGeusd jiIm Saimaniis buibe asaLy Jo uopowsg "SUOIIUN) SARRASIUILIPE
S9SNOY BUO pue ‘s|jey SDUSPISaL ale S3NI|IDe) 9587 JO OML "PSUSHOWSP 3Q {IIM ‘SHieH fop[Im pue ‘a6pugmod

‘piteg Buipnuy ‘sbulpjing Bunsixe saiyl "sediAles BUISIAPR JUSpnIs pue swelbo.id SNoLeA 31epOLLLIOIIE pue SLIo0JSSeR
JuswubIsse [eisusb peoueyus-ABojoutos) apiaoid [im Buipling oyt Aljigeinp wuey-buol pue Asuspue ABseus aziseydws
Jeys sejdpund ubissp sigeuleisns sayesodiooul Bulpjing JISPRIY 4S9 009671 / 4SY 0b2‘9TT pasodo.d 343 JO ubIsop ay

"abeys Apes ue 1e pafoid Siyy Ym paleidosse

speduwi [PIUSWILOIAUS [eRusjod pue sensst Jofew Aynuspl 03 ssaooid SIg 9y3 JO JuaLWalinbai jeriul ue si Buidoog
"SSUIPPIND Wia1sAS MN U "SIEIS 'SIM TT'T "D3S UM S0URPIOIDR U Sndwied 255047 E-MN 343 uo buipjing siwspeoy
M3U e 10} (ST3) JusWS3eIS 1oedw] [eIusuoIAUg Ue aiedaid 0} S91RP0ssy SaLAY Pauiela. Sey UISUODSIAA JO 23RS Bt

ONIATING DIN3AAVYOVY M3AN
ASSOUD VI-MN V04 SNIDIG SSID0Ud DNIJOIS SI3
J0ILON DI119Nd



Appendix C
Scoping Meeting Minutes



AYRES

MEETING MINUTES ASSOCIATES

Meeting Location:  UW — La Crosse Cartwright Project No.:  24-0133.01
Center, Valhalla B

Re: UW-La Crosse Proposed New

Date/Time:  October 16, 2007 6:00 PM Academic Building
Project No. 05130
Mctes By: LAB Environmental Impact Statement —

Scoping Process

Attendees:  See attached sign-in sheet

The meeting began at 6:00 p.m. Dennis Johnson, Ayres Associates, introduced himself and
had all attendees introduce themselves as well.

Dennis went through a PowerPoint presentation (copy attached) explaining the EIS scoping
process. The following points were discussed during the presentation:

1. Project purpose and location

2. The WEPA process

3. General project description and schedule, including a detailed building/site description
by Val Schute, the project architect

4. Description of scoping comment period

Dennis then asked for any public comments:

Lindsay Stratton asked if the project will affect Wittich Field, a portion of the mall west of the
proposed new building. Matt Lewis responded the project will not affect the mall area, and that
the mall area will likely increase in size. The design of the mall will be separate from this
project. Dennis commented that there will likely be temporary interference (e.g. fencing, etc.) in
the mall area during construction to establish the boundaries of the project.

Guy Wolf asked if a green roof has been considered for the project. He also asked if the
possibility of re-using stormwater runoff from the project for the campus’ coal plant has been
considered. Val Schute responded that the engineering team is looking into both options, and
the pros and cons of both will be presented to the Steering Committee, DSF, and the campus in
order to help to make a decision. Matt commented that stormwater runoff will be dealt with in
some way, because stormwater management is a big issue on campus. Dennis mentioned that
this project will comply with the campus’ draft stormwater management plan.

Bjorn Bergman asked if bike shelters and bike racks will be included in the design of the bike.
He also mentioned that there is currently a lack of bike storage on campus. Val indicated that
the details of the bike racks have not been included in the building design yet, but that his during
previous work on campus, they have gotten strong guidance from the physical plant regarding
what needs to be done with bike racks. Matt commented that the campus will be looking to
install as many bike racks as possible on the site, but that he wasn’t sure about the possibility of
bike shelter areas being constructed. Dennis commented that the campus master plan will also
provide guidance relating to landscaping and possibly bike racks around the proposed building.
Val commented that covered bike storage is a new idea on many campuses, generally around
residence halls.

Fife: yieau claire\buchiiluwl eis\uwl eis data\scoping mtg\finaliscoping minutes.dog Page 1 of 3

3433 Oakwood Hills Parkway e Eau Claire, WI 54701-7698 » 715.834.2161 » Fax: 715.831.7500 » www.AyresAssociates.com



Bjorn Bergman noted that there are many mature trees on the proposed site and asked what
the plans were for tree replacement and minimization of loss of the trees. Val responded that he
knows the removal to replacement ratio will be greater than 1 to 1. The chosen landscape
consuitant has worked on campus before and is particularly sensitive to the issue of tree
replacement and loss minimization. If it is cost effective, there is the possibility of integrating
lumber from harvested trees into the project (e.g. benches, etc.). Landscaping will be integrated
into the project plan, as it has been brought up as an issue on the campus. Matt commented
that recent construction of Reuter Hall included planting almost twice as many trees as were
removed. Bjorn commented that he realizes that many of his comments relate to project detaiis
that haven't been determined yet, but that he wants to make the issues known.

Bjorn Bergman asked if any material from the demolished buildings would be reused as part of
the new construction. Val responded that DSF has developed a strong waste management
approach to the projects, River Architects’ last few DSF projects have fried to recycle, reuse,
and distribute resources to minimize what goes to landfills. Larry Earll commented that reuse of
building materials is part of their Sustainable Facilities Guidelines. He also stated that DSF
currently has set a goal for all projects that no more than 25% of construction and demolition
material goes to landfills. Matt commented that during recent building projects, doors and
hardware have been removed from the buildings prior to demolition for use in other campus
buildings.

Buzz Bocher asked why the new building's fourth floor is half the size of the other floors. Val
responded that earlier designs did have a full fourth floor. Part of the project design was to
provide expansion space, which is what the other half of the fourth floor is right now. The fourth
floor was also designed to bring as much outside light into the classrooms. Buzz asked if the
possibility of using the roof area as a courtyard type of space. Val explained that this is a
possibility, but that there are construction and safety issues refated to this option. A variety of
uses for the roof area (habitable green roof, not habitable green roof, not-green deck area) have
been discussed. The budget will most likely dictate the use of this space. Larry commented
that the building will be designed to support all of the possible roof options, irrespective of how
the building is designed so that if funds become availabie later, the facility will be able to be
modified relatively easily.

Guy Wolf asked if the courtyard area south of the proposed building is raised or at ground level,
and if it could possibly be used as an outdoor event area. Val responded that the specific
design of the courtyard has not been completed yet, and that sound projection in the courtyard
area could cause noise issues inside the building itself. The master plan states that the area will
be used as a gathering space, though its specific use has not been determined.

Bjorn Bergman commented that the building should have as many renewable-type energy
systems as possible in order to reduce the dependence on steam from the campus coal plan.
Examples given include solar hot-water heating, solar building heating, and solar PV panels.
Lindsay also commented that Senate Bill 459 and Executive Order 145 mandates that state
facilities have 20% renewable energy by 2011. She thinks it is important UW-La Crosse
contributes to this, and that this project provides an opportunity to incorporate renewable
energies into the campus.

Guy Wolf mentioned the possibility of leasing solar hot-water heating as a possibility for the
project.

scoping minutes.doc
24-0133.01
Page 2 of 3



Dennis concluded by reading written comments that were received from the Wisconsin DNR,
the Wisconsin Historical Society, Jeff Bluske of the La Crosse County Zoning and Planning
Department, and Terri Reda of the UW System Administration. These comments are attached.

Dennis indicated that the scoping meeting comment period ends tonight (October 16, 2007) and
that forms were available to submit written comments. No other comments were made and the

meeting was adjourned by Dennis at 7:10 p.m.

scoping minutes.doc
24-0133.01
Page 3 of 3
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UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
LA CROSSE

NEW ACADEMIC BUILDING

E.1.8. SCOPING MEETING
OCTGBER 186, 2007

ASSOCIATES

UW-La Crosse New Academic Bullding
Environmental iImpact Statement
Scoping Meeting

Introduction

= Welcomefintroductions
» Project team members in attendance
» Aftendance sheet, oral and written comment sheets
= Public Notice in the La Crosse Tribune October 1, 2007
»  www.ayresprojectinfo.com/UWL-Academic-EIS
+ Purpose

« Sceping meeting will be recorded and minutes
developed

UW-L

i it ASSOCIATES

UW.La Crosse New Academic Bullding
Environmental Impact Statement
Scoplng Meeting

Meeting Agenda

« Intreduction

» WEPA Process

= Project Description

» Scoping Process

= Draft and Final EIS Process and Comment Period
» Closing Comments

ASSOCIATES

UW-La Crosse New Academic Building
Environmental Impact Statement
Scoping Meeting

Wisconsin Environmental Policy Act {WEPA) Process

WEPA ~ 1871 and UWSA Resolution 1981

Purpose - Evaluate environmental effects of project
Type | — Environmental Impact Stalement

- Major steps in process

- Scoping letter {September 26, 2007}

~ Scoping Meeting (tonight)

- Prepare Draft EIS repon

- Draft £EIS comment period (December 14, 2007 to January 30, 2008)
— Draft EIS public meeting {January 30, 2008)

W-L

s a0

ABFOCIATES

LUW-La Crosse New Academic Building
Envirenmental Impact Statement
Scoping Meeting

Meeting Agenda

Introduction

+ WEPA Process

+ Project Description

s Seoping Process

= Draft and Final EIS Process and Comment Period
+ Closing Comments

ASSUCIATES

UW:La Crosse New Academic Building
Environmental Impact Statement
Scoping Mesting

Wisconsin Environmental Policy Act {WEPA} Process {conlinved)
- Prepare Finat EIS Report
~ Final EIS comment period {ApriliMay 2008, 3C days)
- Final EIS Fublic Meeting {May 2008}
~ Record of Decision (June 2008)

Draft and Final EIS will be available at:
- Public and Campus Libraries
- Deownload from website

voww. ayresprojectinfo, com/UWL -Academic-EiS

ABBOGIATES




LiW-La Crosse New Academic Bullding
Environmenta# impact Statement
Scoping Meeting

Meeting Agenda

+ Introduction

* WEPA Process

» Project Description

» Scoping Process

» Draft and Final EIS Process and Comment Period
» Closing Comments

ASSOCIATES

ASSOGIATES

s e K

ASGOCIATES.

UW-La Crosse New Academic Building
Project Site

UW-La Crosse New Academic Building
Project Site

ASSOCIATES

LiW-La Crosse New Academic Building
Envirenmental impact Statement
Scoping Meeting

General Project Description

+ ldentified in Campus Master Plan 2005

+ Dernolition of Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder Halls

+ DesigniConstruct new $44 millien academic building

+  Building wilt consist of four stories: 179,600 GSF/116,740 ASF

+ {3eneral assignment classroom space and cffice space for various
programs and departments are key components




UW-L

UW-La Crosse New Academic Building

FIRST FLOOR PLAN &3 e

[ ASSOCIATES

W-L

s

UW-La Crosse New Academic Building

THIRD FLOOR PLAN §3 B

ASSOTIATES

=i

OW-L

UW-La Crosse New Academic Building

SECOND FLOOR PLAN §p ]

ASSQCIAYES

UW.La Crosse New Academic Building
T - .. -'

UW-L

UW-l.a Crosse New Academic Building

ASECCIATES




UW.La Crosse New Academic Building

AL AR M ASSOTIATES

UW.La Crosse New Academic Building
Environmental impact Statement
Scagping Mesting

Proposed Schedule

« Design - Present to Fall 2008

+ Bid — December 2008

« Demolition - May 2009

+ Start Construction - July 2008

+ Final Completion/Building Occupancy ~ July 2011

ASSOCIATES

UW-La Crosse New Academic Building

ASSOCIATES

UW-La Crosse New Academic Building
Environmenrtal impact Statement
Scoping Meeting

Meeting Agenda

Introduction

= WEPA Process

= Project Description

» Scoping Process

» Draft and Final EIS Process and Comment Period
+ Closing Comments

ASSCOCIATES

UW.La Crosse New Academic Building
Environmental Impact Statement
Scoping Meeting

Scoping Process

» identify issues that this preject may affect

+ Solicit public input for other issues not yet identified
+ Respond to identified issues

+ Incorporate responses and issues into EIS reports

Brief description of example impacts evaluated

UW-La Crosse New Academic Buitding
Environmental Impact Statement
Scoping Meeting

Example Potential Impacts —~ Air, Noise, Energy

+ Short-term increase of vehicle emissions during
construction

+ Energy and resources commifted to materiais and
construction
= Short-term increase in noise from construction activities

+ Long term energy commitment from future eperalions
« LEED plan to minimize energy use from building




UW-La Crosse New Academic Bullding
Environmental Impact Statement
Scoping Meeting

Example Potential Impacts — Water Resources

+ Erosion control plan limits surface water impacts

+ Stormwater contro! plan to address long-term
management

+ Groundwater unlikely to be impacted
+ More water use than existing site buildings

+ LEED goal is to have 50% water use reduction
compared to similarly-sized "Standard” building

UW-La Crosse New Academic Bullding
Environmental Impact Statement
Scoping Meeting

Example Potential Impacts — Transportation

= Rerouting/iane closures for certain 3
pedestrian/bicycle/vehicle during construction activities

AYRES
ASSOCIATES

UW-La Cresse New Academic Bullding
Environmental Impact Statement
Scoping Meeting

Example Potential Impacts - Biological/Chemica

* No threatened or endangered species identified in project
area by WDNR or US Fish and Wildlife

+ Types of chemicals stored within building
+ Loss of existing vegetationdrees

+ Gain of new vegetation/trees

+ Removal of ACM in existing buildings

ASSOCIATES

UW-La Crosse New Academic Building
Environmental impact Statement
Scoping Meeting

Example Potential Impacts ~Economic

» Commitrnent of energy, materials, and financial
rescurces as well as annual operating and maintenance
expenses

‘ASSOCIATES

UW-La Crosse New Academic Building
Environmental iImpact Statement
Scaping Meeting

+ Example Potential impacts - Social

+ Construction noise may be a nuisance o students,
faculty, commuters and workers in the area

+ Traffic impacts, pedestrian impacts traversing through
area

» Social interactive spaces, promote exchange of ideas

UW-La Crosse New Academic Building
Environmental Impact Statement
Scoging Meeting

Meeting Agenda

= Introduction

» WEPA Process

» Project Description

= Scoping Process

» Draft and Final EIS Process and Comment Period

» Clesing Comments




UW-La Crosse New Academic Sullding
Envirenmental Impact Statement
Scoping Meeting

Scoping Meeting/Comment Period ends tonight

Draft £i8 Comment Period

*  Scoping comments incorporated into Draft EIS

+ Draft £IS will be made available apprex. December 14, 2007
+ Draft £1S Public Meeting January 30, 2008

+  End Draft £i5 Public comment period danuary 30, 2008

Final EIS Period

* FEIS report made available Apri 2008

«  Comment Period will run for 30 days during April and May 2008
« FEIS Public Meeling May 2008

ROD issued June 2008 (Approx.)

ASSOCIATES

LIW-La Crosse New Academic Building
Environmental Impact Statement
Scoping Meeting

Comment Methods (typical)

# Submit written comments {forms provided)
* Provide oral comments

Open for Comments

ASBOGIATES

UW-La Crosse New Academic Building
Environmental Jmpact Statement
Scoping Meeting

Meeting Agenda

* Introduction

= WEPA Process

= Project Description

+ Scoping Process

+ Draft and Final EIS Process and Comment Period
+ Closing Comments

ASSOCIATES

UW-1a Crosse New Academic Building
Eavironmental Impact Statement
Scoping Maeting

.

15-day Scoping comment period ends today
Elosmments will be considered in development of Draft
Draft E{S will be made available December 14 at La

Crosse Public Library, UW-L Murphy Library, and on cur
website: www.ayresprojectinfo.com/UWL-Academic-EIS

Thank you for attending

ASSOCIATES




Written Comment Sheet
UW - La Crosse New Academic Buiiding
Valhalla B - Cartwright Center
16-Cct-07
6:00 p.m.
Name: Meithe,. ¢ Misbelol,

Phone No.:

Address: Jix 4 fueter Hesl 1534 Lot

550 st Lo Covsse W Y01
Representing: Sk, de.4y
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Written Comment Sheet
UW -~ La Crosse New Academic Building
Valhalla B - Cartwright Center
16-Oct-07
6:00 p.m.

Name: / iﬂ Ve Wﬁ
Phone No.: _/£775 Sexfi—o@E ¥V

Address: /A< AN v
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UNIVERSITY DF | Capital Planning & Budget

DATE:

TO:!

FROM:

RE=:

WISCONSIN SYSTEM | 780 Regent Street, Suite 210

{608) 263-4410 FAX (608) 262-5316

g Madison, Wi 53715-2635
hitp://www. uwsa.edu

Qctober 15, 2007

Dennis Johnson
Manager, Environmental Services

Ayres Associa r;) ,
‘ i
Terri Reda @Uﬁb 7
Environmental Aifairs Officer

UW System Administration

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
New Academic Building

UW-La Crosse

DSF Project #05130

This is in response to your EIS scoping letter, dated September 28, 2007, for the
proposed New Academic Building project at UW-LA Crosse. As with other WEPA
processes, this EIS should address typical adverse and beneficial impacts, such as
physical, biological, archeological, historical, and social impacts. More specific areas
that should be considered or expanded include:

-- Current uses and proposed re-uses of the site

-- Relation of this project and the Campus Physical Development Plan
-- Abatement measures

-~ Condition/demolition of Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder Halls

-- Preservation of the Baird Trowbridge, and Wilder building names
-- Permits/approvals that may be needed.

-- Site disruption/improvements

-- Utilities (connections, capacities, etc.)

-- Proposed construction scheduling/methods to minimize impacts
-- Erosion control, storm water management, etc.

-- Sustainable design features being considered

-- Operating Impacts

-- Socio-economic benefits

-- Alternatives with pros and cons (i.e., several smaller additions)
-- Known controversies

Dennis, | ook forward to working with you throughout this EIS process.

cc: Maura Donnelly
Larry Earli
Matt Lewis

glepbiprojects\A-Wepa\LACW cademicBldy/ScopingResponse.doc
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tory SOCIETY AYRES AGBCCIATES

Qctober 3, 2007

Mr. Dennis L. Johnson

Ayres Associates

3433 Oakwood Hills Parkway
Eau Claire, WI 54702-1590

IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO WHS CASE #07-0698/LC

RE: Construct Academic Building At U.W. La Crosse
ID: DSF #05130

Dear Mr. Johnson:

We have reviewed your submittal dated September 28, 2007, describing the above referenced
project, as required by Wis. Stat. §44.40.

Our records indicate that there 3 properties listed in the National Register of Historic Places
located in the immediate vicinity of the proposed project. These are: La Crosse State Teachers
College Training School Building (Morris Hall), Main Hall / La Crosse State Normal School
(Wing Technical Center), and Physical Education Building / La Crosse State Normal School
which was not identified in your submittal, but is located immediately to the East of the project
arca.

Please tell us the dates of construction of the buildings slated for demolition — Trowbridge,
Wilder and Baird Halls. Please provide us with clear, close-up recent photographs, if they are 50
years old or older.

A search of the Archacological Site Inventory indicates that there are no known archeological
sites located in the proposed project area,

We look forward to reviewing and providing comment on the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement, when it becomes available. Please forward a hard copy of that document to our office
for review.



M. Dennis Johnson
October 3, 2007
07-0698/1.C

page two

Also, if any federal funds, licenses, or permits are involved in this undertaking, please contact us
immediately for compliance with federal preservation laws, which are significantly different
from state laws in scope and requirements.

If there are any questions concerning this mater, please contact me at (608) 264-6505.

Sincerely,

[! din o 4‘\/%

Dan Duchrow
Office of Preservation Planning
and Public History
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Johnson, Dennis

From: Jeff Bluske [bluske.Jeff@co.ia-crosse wi.us]

Sent:  Thursday, October 04, 2007 11:49 AM

To: Johnson, Dennis

Cc: Steve O'Mailey,; Steve Doyle

Subject: Environmental Impact - UW-LaCrosse Proposed Academic Bldg

Mr. Johnson: Thank you for {etter of September 28, 2007 regarding the demise of Baird, Trowbridge and Wilder
Halls. | passed your letier along to my Pianner Charlie Handy as well for possible comment. LaCrosse County's
Comprehensive Plan and Zoning codes cover the unincorporated areas of LaCrosse County. Mowever, | would
still like to make a few comments since the impact of the university is felt beyond the invisible city limits of
LaCrosse.

The site analysis map that accompanied your letter was very inadequate, the colors used and shades made it
hard to distinguish between the ceniral mall, potential buildings and the roads and parking lots. | can only
assume there will be more green space. I'm sure the maps you wili use on October 16 will be better guality.
Also, | have to assume the new buildings will handle student expansion for many years to come. With that said, a
physical issue: Parking has been an extreme issue with residents adjacent to the campus master plan. MHas
there been any talks about creating additional off street parking as part of this project?

LaCrosse County and the City of LaCrosse recently passed separate resolutions to join together for the purpose
of developing a Sustainable Strategic Plan. The eco movement is upon us. Physical & Economic Issue: Will this
proposed building include solutions to reduce energy, water and waste? Social Issue: Will any of the proposed
rooms be open for public use by city or county governmental boards or commiitees and other uses? it just seems
natural to make buildings multi-purpose rather than single purpose. Students would have the opportunity to
witness first hand or more readity participate in pubdlic hearings if those meetings were allowed fo be held on
campus. With budgets cuts at all levels of government, it behooves us all to begin thinking about sharing
resources rather than duplicating them.

t will not be able to attend your scoping meeting, so please enter these comments into the record. Thanks for
your time,

Jeff Bluske, Director

County of LaCrosse

Zoning, Planning and Land Information Depl

400 4th ST N - Room 3170

Lalrosse, WI 54601-3200

e-mafl: bluske jeff@co.fa-crosse, wi, us

office: 608-785-9722 efax: 608-765-5922

county website: www.Co./a-crosse,wius for minutes, agendas & what's new

Driven by Customers and Recognizing the Importance of People

10/4/2007



State of Wisconsin \ DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

West Central Region Headquarters

Jim Doyle, Governor 1300 W. Clairemont Avenue

Matthew J, Frank, Secretary PO Box 4001

WISCONSIN Scott Humrickhouse, Regional Director Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54702-4001
DEPT, OF NATURAL RESOURCES Telephone 715-839-3700
FAX 715-839-6076

TTY Access via relay - 791

October 1, 2007

HEC Ty e

Dennis fohnson 00T 4 9 70
Ayres Associates ’ 07
3433 Oakwood Hills Parkway AYPE:, HICIATES

Eau Claire, WI 54701-7698

Subject: Preparation of EIS for Proposed UW-La Crosse New Academic Building

Dear My, Johnson:

Thanks for alerting the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) as to Wisconsin Départment of
Administration’s plans to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for a proposed new academic

building on the UW-La Crosse campus.

The project would be located in an arca currently occupied by existing residence halls and administrative
buildings. No sensitive natural resources are present on the project site and no adverse environmental

impacts are expected,

A stormwater permit may be needed for ground-disturbing activities. The contact for stormwater pernts
is Kurt Rasmussen, Stormwater Specialist at our La Crosse office, 3550 Mormon Coulee Road, La
Crosse, Wi 54601, phone (608) 785-9910.

Demolition of existing buildings must comply with applicable air management (asbestos) and
solid/hazardous waste disposal regulations. I'd be happy to direct you to respective contact people in our

La Crosse office if needed.

Please provide me 2 copy of the draft EIS for DNR review when available. If you have questions please
feel free fo contact me at (715) §39-3747.

Slnccx ely,

l‘ om Love; oy 67

Environmental Impact Coordinator

dnr.wi.gov Quality Natural Resources Management g?
wisconsin.gov Through Excellent Customer Service ied on
Papet
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November 5, 2007

Dan Duchrow

Office of Preservation Planning and Public History
Wisconsin Historical Society

816 State Street

Madison, WI 53706-1482

Re: DSF Project #05I30, UW-La Crosse Proposed New Academic Building
WHS Case #07-0698/LC

Dear Mr. Duchrow:

We have received your letter dated October 3, 2007, requesting specific information about the
above referenced project. The requested information has been provided in the following

paragraphs and attachments.

Baird Hall, a 44-year old residence hall, was constructed in 1963. Trowbridge Hall, a 47-year
old residence hall, was constructed in 1960. Wilder Hall, a 56-year old administrative building
that was originally a residence hall, was constructed in 1951. Photographs of Wilder Hall are
included with this letter. Wilder Hall has no known architectural or historical significance. Steps

will be taken to preserve the Wilder name in perpetuity.

A hard copy of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement will be sent to you as requested when
it becomes available in December 2007. We look forward to your comments regarding this

document.

No federal funds, licenses, or permits are involved with this project; therefore we will not be
required to comply with federal preservation laws.

If there are any questions concerning the project, please contact me at (715) 834-3161.

Sincerely,

Ayres Associates Inc
Lo
Dennis L. Johnson, PE

Manager-Environmental Services
Direct: 715.831.7643

Fax: 715-831-7500
johnsond@AyresAssociates.com

LB:dif
Enclosure

cc: Terri Reda
Larry Earll
Matt Lewis

File: j:\24-0131.00\071105I.doc
Project: 24-0131.02

3433 Oakwood Hills Parkway « Eau Claire, W1 54701-7698 = 800.666.3103 » www.AyresAssociates.com
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2. Wilder Halt, south elevation

File: j:\24-0131.00\0711051.doc
Project: 24-0131.02
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DEIS Comment Period Public Notice



PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD AND MEETING
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
UW-LA CROSSE NEW ACADEMIC BUILDING
LA CROSSE, WISCONSIN

The University of Wisconsin-La Crosse (UW-L} proposes to construct a new Academic Building
on the UW-L Campus. The proposed 116,740 ASF / 179,600 GSF Academic Building
incorporates sustainable design principles that emphasize energy efficiency and long-term
durability. The building will provide technology-enhanced general assignment classrooms and
accommodate several programs and student support services. Three obsolete buildings,
including Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder Halls, will be demolished. Two of these facilities are
residence halls, and one houses administrative functions. Demolition of these aging structures
will enable the new academic building to be sited at the academic core of the campus where it
will anchor the southwest corner of the future central campus mall, in accord with the Campus
Master Plan. Demolition and construction is scheduled to begin in May 2009.

In accordance with sec. 1.11 Wis. Stats. and UW System Administration guidelines, a Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (Draft EiS) has been prepared to consider potential
environmental impacts of the new Academic Building. The Draft EIS document will be available
for review on December 14, 2007 at the UW-L. Murphy Library and the La Crosse Public Library.
In addition, the Draft EIS document can be viewed online at www.ayresproiectinfo.com/UWL-
Academic-EIS.

A 45-day public comment period on the Draft EIS document begins on December 14, 2007 and

concludes on January 30, 2008. A public meeting to present the findings of the Draft EIS and to
take written and oral comments will be held at 6:00 p.m. on January 30, 2008, in the Port O Call
Room, Cartwright Center on the UW-La Crosse campus. Parking is available in nearby Stadium
Lot #2, which is located at the intersection of East Avenue and Pine Street.

Written comments may also be submitted to:

Dennis L. Johnson, PE or Terri Reda

Ayres Associates Inc Environmental Affairs Officer
3433 Oakwood Hills Parkway UW System Administration
P.O. Box 1590 780 Regent Street, Suite 210
Fau Claire, Wi 54702-1590 Madison, WI 53715-2635

Written comments should be received no later than 6:00 p.m. on January 30, 2008.



AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

STATE OF WISCONSIN,
La Crosse County.

Pe v

o ges1021 |

Afore me this

Katherine Skolos, being duly sworn, says that she is the principal
clerk of THE LA CROSSE TRIBUNE, a public daily newspaper
of general circulation, printed and published in the City of La Crosse,
in the county and State aforesaid, and that the notice of which the
annexed is printed copy taken from the paper in which the same
was published, was inserted and published in the said newspaper

onthe__12 day of Dec 2007
and thereafter on the following dates, to wit:
being at least once in each week for
jﬁ;ﬁssive weeks.
A )
12 day.ofs AD. 2007

% AN Apad

'Notary Public, La Crosse County, Wisconsin

| \'@2&2 bhis




Page 1 of 1

Johnson, Dennis

From: Lewis Matthew N {lewis.matt@uwlax.edu]

Sent: Thursday, December 13, 2007 3:59 PM

To: Johnson, Dennis; Buchti, Lisa

Cc: Terri Reda;, mdonnelly@uwsa.edu; Earll, Larry - DOA
Subject: FW: Public Notice

Attachments: Public Notice

Dennis -~ Here is the notice that we posted on campus on Friday, Dec 7th. It went into the following buildings:

Graff Main Hall

Meorris Hall

Cartwright Center

Cowely Hall of Science
Mitcheli Hall

Murphy Library Resource Center
Center for the Arts
Wimberly Hall

Health Science Center
Eagle Recreational Center
Whitnhey Center

All Residence Halls

Thanks,
Matt

12/13/2007
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Appendix E
Site Location Map, Aerial Photo, Campus Map, Site Photos
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Appendix F

Geotechnical Report



Chosen Valley Testing, Inc.

Geotechnical Engineering and Testing » 135 Buchner Place + LaCrosse, Wi 54603 + Telephone (608) 782-6505+ Fax (508) 758-2818

Mr. Valentine Schute, AJA Qctober 31, 2006
Project Director

River Architects

125N, 4™ St.

La Crosse, WI 54602

Re: Design Phase Geotechnical Report
Proposed Academic Building
UW-La Crosse
La Crosse, Wisconsin
CVT Project Number: L.2006.218

Dear M. Schute:

As authorized, we have completed the geotechnical evaluation for the proposed new academic building at
the University of Wisconsin-——La Crosse. This letter briefly summarizes the findings in the attached
report.

Summary of Boring Results

At the surface, the borings encountered about ¥4 foot of topsoil. Dark-colored but relatively inorganic
sand (termed B-Horizon) was then encountered 1o a depth of about 2 feet in most of the borings (B-1
through B-6), but was about 5 to 8 feet deep in the northern borings (B-7, B-8 and B-9). The dark-
colored B-horizon soils in the northern borings appeared to be fill materiats,

At depth the borings were dominated by fine sands until their termination depths at about 41 feet below
the surface. Occasional thin layers of silty sand and slightly coarser sands were observed within the
dominant fine sands,

Water was not observed in the borehole during or after completion of drilling. The majority of the soils were
found to be only moist. The exception was the soil samples obtained from the 39 to 41-foot depth in ail of
the borings, where wet sands were observed (sometimes just in the tip of the sampler). Based on the
combined findings, it appears that the moisture encountered at the base of the borings is due to capillary rise
from the water table. The actual water table at the time of our exploration is expected to be at or just below
the termination depths of the borings. This is as high as about elevation 627 to 628 feet. This elevation
corresponds closely to the water level in nearby ponds and the La Crosse River.

Sammary of Analysis and Recommendations

Based on the borings, fine grained sands dominate within the foundation support zone below this site;
although some fill materials exist near the surface. We recommend that all of the fill materials be
removed and replaced with compacted granular fill. In addition, the entire site should be surface
compacted with a large, vibratory compactor.

I.a Crosse, Wi} Rochester, MN Mankato, MN St. Cloud, MN




Site Map with Boring Locations

&
Boring B-1
Baird Hali
Boring B-7
Boring B-4
Bering B-2 [E
Boring B-8
&
Boring B-5
Wilder Hall
Trowbridge Hall
Boring B-3 =
_@_ Boring B-6
Boring B-9

Chosen Valiey Testing
135 Buchner Place

L.a Crosse, WI 54601
Phone: (608)782-5505
Fax: (G08)785-2818

Chosen Valley Testing

Project:

Proposed Academic Building
UW-La Crosse

La Crosse, Wisconsin

CVT File Number: 1.2006-218
Date: October 31, 2006

Legend:
Boring Location Q}L

Not to Scale
All Locations Approximate




Appendix G

Draft Stormwater Management Plan Figures
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Appendix H
FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map
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Environmental Database Search Data
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Activity Detail Print View Page 1 of 2

BRRTS on the Web Activity Details
for UW LA CROSSE

Prinfed Mon, 3 Dec 2007 09:13:02 CST

Activity No: 04-32-515127
Activity Name: UW LA CROSSE
Type: SPILL
Status: CLOSED
Jurisdiction: DNR-RR
Start Date: 08/16/2001
End Date; 08/05/2001
Last Action: 09/05/2001
Location: UW LA CROSSE FINE ARTS BLDG
FiD: NONE
Address: 333 N 16TH ST
Municipality: LA CROSSE
County: LA CROSSE
WI Region:
Commerce No: NONE
EPA ID: NONE
Risk: UNKNOWN
Plot Size: UNKNOWN
Comments:
EPA NPL?: No
Commerce Tracked?: No
PECFA Eligible?: No
AST?: No
Drycleaner?: No
Co-Contamination?: No
Geo-Located?:
PLSS: ? 1/4 of the ? 1/4 of Sec ?, TYN, R??

Actions
Date Name Comment
08/16/2001 Spilt Incident Occurred -
08/16/2001 Spili Reported to DNR -
09/05/2001% Spill Closed -
Impacts

vt et A ctmte i 1re/hatw/Cet A chivityDetailPrint. do?detailSeqNo=5 15127 &siteld=6...  12/3/2007



Activity Detail Print View Page 2 of 2

Type Comment
Air Contamination -

Scoring
Type Date Score
Substances
Substance Name Category Released Amt
Other Substance Not Listed Other 2CY
Spitl info

Incident Date Reported Date Investigator  Source

08/16/2001 08/17/2001 UNKNOWN Public Property {city, state, federal, etc.)
Cause: Physical plant personnel removed Kiln & discovered spill

Comments: NONE

Spiller Actions

Action Comment

Containment

Contractor Hired Northwoods
Who

Responsible Party:
UW LA CROSSE 1725 STATE ST LA CROSSE, Wi 54601

RP Contact/Agent:
DAN SWEETMAN 1725 STATE ST LA CROSSE, Wi 54601

Project Manager:

THOMAS KENDZIERSKI 1300 W CLAIREMONT AVE EAU CLAIRE, WI 54702

BRRTS data comes from various sources, both internal and external to DNR, There may be ommissions and errors in the
datz and possible delays in updating new information. Please see the legal notices and disclaimers page on BRRTS on

the Web for more information.

Tattin s et dir otafe vt ne/hetu /A et A ctivituDefa1 1 Print AaPdetai ]l QanaNA=4 18 127 e1tefd=R~ 12/200V7



Activity Detail Print View Page 1 of 2

BRRTS on the Web Activity Details
for UW LA CROSSE- FINE ARTS BLDG [HISTORIC]

Printed Mon, 3 Dec 2007 09:12:11 CST

Activity No: 04-32-194364
Activity Name: UW LA CROSSE- FINE ARTS BLDG [HISTORIC]
Type: SPILL
Status: HISTORIC SPILL
Jurisdiction: DNR-RR
Start Date: 09/21/1994
End Date; 00/00/0000
Last Action: 09/21/1994
Location: UW LA CROSSE FINE ARTS BLDG
FID: NONE
Address: 333 N 16TH ST
Municipality: LA CROSSE
County: LA CROSSE
Wi Region:
Commerce No: NONE
EPA ID: NONE
Risk: UNKNOWN
Plot Size: UNKNOWN
Comments: HISTORIC SPILL. FURTHER ACTION MAY NOT BE NECESSARY. PLEASE
CONTACT DNR SPILL COORDINATOR IN WC REGION FCR FILE INFORMATION.
EPA NPL?: No
Commerce Tracked?: No
PECFA Eligible?: No
AST?: No
Drycleaner?: No
Co-Contamination?: No
Geo-Located?:
PLSS: ? 1/4 of the ? 1/4 of Sec ?, T?N, R??

Actions
Date Name Comment
09/21/1994 Spill Incident Ocourred -
09/21/1994 Spill Reported to DNR -
08/21/1994 Historic Spill -

At Pl oioes Ao kvt v e At I md A it T et at TP et dﬁgdpfﬂI]Qf’ﬁNﬁzl 94364&5“81(1""""6.. 12/3/2007



Activity Detail Print View Page 2 of 2

Impacts
Type Comment
Soil Contamination -
Surface Water Contamination -
Scoring
Type Date Score
Substances
Substance Name Category Released Amt
Mineral Oil Petroleum 206
Spill Info

Incident Date Reported Date Investigator  Source
09/21/1994 UNKNOWN Public Property {city, state, federal, etc.)

Cause: Elevator's hydraulic leak
Comments: NONE

Spiller Actions
Action Comment

Who

Responsible Party:
UW LA CROSSE 1725 STATE ST LA CROSSE, Wi 54601

RP Contact/Agent:
DAN SWEETMAN 1725 STATE ST LA CROSSE, Wi 54601

Project Manager:

THOMAS KENDZIERSKI 1300 W CLAIREMONT AVE EAU CLAIRE, W1 54702

BRITS data comes from various sources, bolh internal and external fo DNR, There may be ommissions and errors in the
data and possible delays in updating new information. Please see the tegat notices and disclaimers page on BRRTS on

the Web for more information.
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WALMS - Building Information - BAIRD HALL

Building Information

Page 1 of |

 BxportioExcel

Agency UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN

Institution LA CROSSE CAMPUS

Building 0067 - BAIRD HALL

DFD Project Number 04B20 tnitial Building Number 285-0E-0067
Addition Number

Building Address 310 N. 16th St

City LaCrosse County LaCrosse
State Wi Zip Code 54601
Present Use Residence Hafl Past Use

Conact Name Bob Goodno Contact Phone 608-785-8589
Inspectors Name Todd J. Swenson inspector Number All-02601
Company Name EMC Phone 1-800-279-2020
Address W7748 County Hwy. V City Lake Mills
State Wil Zip Code 53551
inspection Date 8/9/2005 Data Entry Complete 12/12/2005
Approx. Construction Date | 1962 Number of Floors 5

Gross Sq. Feet 39,330 Net Sg. Feet

Exterior Finish Brick Roof Type Flat

http://walms.doa.state. wi.us/reports/rpt_info.asp?menuid=17&instid=0E&buildingid=1455&ag... 12/6/2007




WALMS - Building Information - TROWBRIDGE HALL Page 1 of 1

| Exportto Excel |

Building Information

Agency UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN

Institution LA CROSSE CAMPUS

Building Q065 - TROWBRIDGE HALL

DFD Project Number 04820 Initial Building Number 285-0E-0065
Addition Number

Building Address 1622 Pine St.

City LaCrosse County LaCrosse
State Wi Zip Code 54601

Present Use Residence Hall Past Use Residence Hall
Conact Name Bob Goodno Contact Phone 608-785-8589
Inspectors Name Todd J. Swenson Inspector Number A11-02601
Company Name EMC Phone 1-800-279-2020
Address W7748 County Hwy. V City Lake Milts
State Wi Zip Code 53551
Inspection Date 8/15/2005 Data Entry Complete 5{19/2006
Approx. Construction Date | 1958 Number of Floors 5

Gross Sg. Feet 38,899 Net Sq. Feet

Exterior Finish Brick Roof Type Flat




WALMS - Building Information - WILDER HALL

Building Information

Page 1 of 1

{

Export to Excel |

Agency UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN
Institution LA CROSSE CAMPUS
Building 0061 - WILDER HALL

DFD2 Project Number

04820

Initial Building Number

285-0E-0061

Addition Number

285-0E-0061A

Building Address

City County

State Zip Code

Present Use Office Past Use Dorm - Change at 1960's
Conact Name Bob Goodno Contact Phone 608-785-8589
inspectors Name David Sherrard inspector Number A11-847
Company Name EMC Phone 1-800-279-2020
Address W7748 County Hwy. V City Lake Mills

State Wi Zip Code 53551
Inspection Date 2/18/2005 Data Entry Complete 5/19/2006
Approx. Construction Date 1950,1956 Number of Floors

Gross Sq. Feet 31,955 Net Sq. Feet

Exterior Finish Brick/Stone Roof Type Built-up/Flat

http://walms.doa.state. wi.us/reports/mot info.asp?menuid=17&instid=0E&buildingid=1450&agenc... 12/5/2007



Appendix J
DSF/LEED Comparison Matrix
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Appendix K
Draft EIS Public Meeting Minutes and Comment Letters



MEETING MINUTES ASSOCIATES

0000 Y
Meeting Location:  UW — .a Crosse Cartwright Project No.:  24-0133.03

Center, Port O’'Call Rocom

re:  UW-La Crosse Proposed New

Date/Time:  January 30, 2008 6:00 PM Academic Building

Project No. 05130

Draft Environmental Impact Statement -
Public Meeting

Notes By,  LAB

Attendees:  See attached sign-in sheet

The meeting began at 6:00 p.m. Dennis Johnson, Ayres Associates, introduced himself and
had all attendees introduce themselves as well.

Dennis went through a PowerPoint presentation (copy attached) describing the draft EIS. The
following points were discussed during the presentation:

1. Project purpose and location

2. The WEPA process

3. General project description and schedule, including a detailed building/site description
presentation (summarized below) by Val Schute, the project architect

4. Description of potential project impacts

5. Description of draft IS comment period

Summary of Presentation by Project Architect Val Schute

The design of the Academic Building is the resuit of a very collaborative process based on a
Program Statement and the Campus Master Plan. The last classroom building constructed at
UW-|.a Crosse was North Hall in 1974. The Academic Building will be an anchor of the Central
Campus Mall. To site the building, Baird, Trowbridge and Wilder Hails will be demolished. The
Academic Building will be four stories in height with a unique shape that provides much natural
lighting. Three building entrances will provide access directly off the mall, to the residence hall
area, and to the commuter/Fine Arts area. Stairs will be constructed near the buiiding
entrances. The alignment of the mall will be refined through installing light piers on either side
of the existing clock tower. The first floor will serve approximately 900 students with a lobby,
restrooms, Hall of Nations gathering room, catering kitchen, two 250-seat tiered lecture halls,
and 40-seat classroom, and departments. The second level will be open to the first-floor lobby
and will contain 50, 60 and 70 seat classrooms, collaborative study areas, and departments.
The third level will be closed to the lower levels but open to the fourth floor. It will accommodate
approximately 1,200 students through an array of flexible classrooms. A roof terrace will be
located on the south side overlooking the courtyard. The fourth, rectangular-shaped level
provides future expansion capabilities and will accommodate Women's Studies, Communication
Studies, and the College of Science & Health. In addition to four 70-seat tiered classrooms and
two 25C-seat lecture halls, the new Academic Building will provide the following flexible
instructional spaces. seven 40-seat classrooms, nine 48-seat classrooms, nine 50-seat
classrooms, and thirteen 64-seat classrooms. A partial basement will contain the building
mechanical systems. The building design will have a timeless ook that will combine traditional
elements in a contemporary setting. A video of the building from the mall and around the
exterior of the proposed Academic Building was shown.
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Dennis read written comments that were received from the Wisconsin DNR. These comments
are attached.

Dennis then asked for any public comments;:

A question was asked on how close the south face of the building would be. Val replied that it
would be another 30 feet further than the gazebo and sidewalk.

A comment was made during the presentation by Tom Hench. He asked why there were no
windows in the classrooms on the southeast corner of the southwest “leg” of the building. Val
responded that adding windows at this location would bring more light into the classrooms and
is something that should be looked into.

An audience member who wished to remain anonymous commented that UW-L is the only
remaining coal burning entity in the La Crosse area and he asked how many additicnal tons of
coal would be necessary as a result of the new academic building. Matt Lewis (UW-L)
responded that the Division of State Facilities in Madison is responsibie for the use of coal on
campus. Most of the schools in the UW System have coal burning power plants. UW-L just
added a bag house to their system, which reduces the plant's emissions significantly. UW-L
does not have a lot of influence over the use of coal as a power source. The project’s civil
engineering firm has not developed any numbers relating to the increase in coal required for the
new building. This information will be deveioped as the project progresses.

Another anonymous comment was a request for clarification on the number of beds that would
be lost due to demalition of the Baird and Trowbridge residence halls. Demolition of these
residence halls will result in a loss of 400 beds, but the draft EIS states that the 180 beds in
Reuter MHall mean there will only be a net loss of 220 beds, even though there are aiready
students living in Reuter Hall. The commenter also asked how many new commuter students
there will be as a result of the loss of residence hall space and the increase in student
population due to the Growth and Access Plan, and where these commuters will park their cars
and whether this will require an increase in the number of parking lots on campus and
suggested the possibility of a parking ramp. Matt Lewis from UW-La Crosse answered these
guestions by stating that Reuter Hall was built with excess capacity to partially make up for the
loss of beds due to demolition of Baird and Trowbridge Malls. Matt also stated that the
university is fooking into short-term leasing of buiidings adjacent to the west and southwest
sides of campus to provide students with housing while a new residence hall is planned and
built on campus. There are some building owners who have shown interest in providing short-
term leases to the university. The new academic building will not generate new commuter
students on campus; it is intended to accommodate the current student load and any growth
that could occur, but is not being built with the intent of growing the campus. In answer to the
guestion about additional parking, Matt stated that the Parking Utility is responsible for adding
campus parking, which is funded by parking fees and fines. The cost of a ramp would
significantly increase permit fees, so a balance is trying to be determined that would best benefit
the campus. A space on campus has been reserved for a parking ramp if it ever becomes
feasible.

Guy Wolf commented that not allowing freshman to bring cars to campus has reduced the
parking problems somewhat. He also commented on a study that was done regarding
redistribution of campus parking lots to increase the number of parking spaces in high traffic
areas and decrease the number of spots that are currently unused. Matt responded that

§424-0131.03\080225 deis mig minutes.doc 24-0133.03
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parking on the campus is a compiex problem with multiple variabies. He agreed that prohibiting
freshman from bringing cars to campus has helped to correct the overcrowding in campus
parking lots. The university is actively trying to solve the parking problems on campus.

John Boland congratulated the campus, saying that an academic building is long overdue. He
then provided a number of comments related to the draft environmental impact statement. He
first stated that the campus master plan is not realistic in the current and future economic
climate. He also stated that the two campus residence halls that will be demolished are more
energy efficient than any new LEED-certified building will be, because the current residence
halls are more compact, there are more beds per square foot and fewer bathrooms than there
would be in a newly-built residence hall. John stated that students may prefer to live in the
newly constructed residence halls, but if there was an economic incentive for them to remain in
the more efficient older halls, they would. He also stated that it is inaccurate to say that
construction of the new academic building wili not affect the number of commuter students. The
foss of the two residence halls and the subsequent increase in the number of students living off-
campus will increase the number of single-occupant vehicle trips because the owners/builders
of muiti-family residences in the City of La Crosse cater to the students’ requests and provide
on-site parking. This enables students to have cars and drive them to and from campus, even
when there are other transportation options available to them (i.e. walking, biking, and public
transportation). John also commented that the university cannot build a new building that will
not have a net impact on the environment as compared to the existing buildings. He admits that
the process for this project is too far along for the new academic building not to be built.
However, he thinks it is inappropriate to go forward with construction saying that the project will
not have a negative impact on the environment. He feels that there needs to be a community-
wide discussion, involving UW-L students, about local transportation, in an effort to reduce the
students’ reliance on personal vehicles.

Guy Wolf added to John's comments by asking about the number of bike racks proposed as
part of this project, and why this wasn't addressed in the DEIS. Matt Lewis responded that the
campus intends to include as many bike racks as possible as part of the project, though exact
numbers and placement has not been determined yet. Racks will be placed at all of the
entrances. More details will be included in the 35% ptan submittal. Dennis Johnson (Ayres
Associates) added that the type and placement of the bike racks will adhere to the Campus
Master Plan guidelines.

Guy Wolf also asked about the available capacity of the substation that will be serving the new
academic building, Matt Lewis responded that there is an energy upgrade project currently
being planned that will upgrade the electric service for the campus. The new academic building
will not negatively impact the campus’ electrical systems.

Guy Wolf also commented that the cperation and maintenance costs for the building will be
high, and that green technologies should be used at the project. The report mentions green
technology briefly, but have any specific green technologies been chosen to be included in the
new building? Val Schute (River Architects) responded by saying that exact technologies have
not been chosen. An entire group is in charge of discussing sustainability features for the project
and has discussed many different green technologies that could be included in the project. The
design team has not reached any final conclusions about these technologies. A LEED silver
equivalency is a goal. Energy models are being created to test various technologies to assess
what the best combination of technologies will be for this project. Some of the items being
discussed inciude types of glass, envelope, insulation, rain gardens vs. green roof, etc. Matt
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Lewis added that the design must be 30% more efficient than current state energy code
requirements. Achieving this will go far to reduce the carbon footprint of the new building.

Larry Lebiecki asked for clarification on the function of the proposed rain garden and how similar
it is to a detention pond. Matt Lewis responded that the rain garden is not designed to retain
storm water, but is intended to catch runoff from low intensity storms and infiltrate that storm
water to prevent it from entering the storm sewer system.

Elena Bantle (UW-L Environmental Council) commented that the report only shows one rain
garden, and she asked if this was accurate. Val Schute responded by pointing out a number of
locations throughout the site that will contain smaller rain gardens, but the largest one would be
located in the courtyard area on the south side of the proposed building. Elena pointed out that
the report commented on a major flooding problem near the clock tower that would not be dealt
with by the major rain garden. Val responded that the smailer rain gardens proposed on the
north side of the site are intended fo help alleviate these flooding issues.

Elena also asked if any greywater/rainwater management types other than rain gardens have
been discussed. She cites the possibility of capturing stormwater to be used for irrigation to
reduce the load on the current irrigation systems. Matt and Val responded that this issue is
currently being discussed. The team is trying to decide what would be the best way tc deal with
the site's stormwater. Matt explained that capturing rainwater and using it for irrigation would
take water away from the rain gardens, and that stormwater capture/re-use, rain gardens, and
green roofs are somewhat mutually exclusive and that in order for the system to be as functicnal
as possible, one needs to be chosen and developed fully. The design team has focused on the
rain garden, but all three technologies have been locked at. Val stated that the green roof will
probably not be part of the project, but either rain gardens or stermwater capture/re-use will be.

Elena also commented that bike racks around Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder Halls will be
removed as part of construction. She noted that the current plan calls for bike racks on the new
site, and asked if there will be a net loss or net gain in the number of bike racks surrounding the
new academic building. Matt Lewis responded that there wili definitely be a net gain in the
number of bike racks as compared to the current number on the site.

Carrie Wisinski (UW-L Environmental Council) asked about the flow of bike traffic through the
mall and the possible bike/pedestrian interaction. Val and Matt responded that bike/pedestrian
interaction is a large part of the site plan, and that it's possible that after the project is
completed, they will have to go in and change the bike and pedestrian areas if the current layout
isn't working. Matt stated that discussions during the production of the campus master plan
included suggestions that bikes be banned from certain parts of campus to reduce
bike/pedestrian conflicts, but that bikes would not be banned from the Central Campus Mall.
John Boland commented that banning bikes from the mall would be difficult because
development of the nearby 16" Street Mall was funded by a federal transportation enhancement
grant specifically for bicycles. Matt reiterated that bikes would not be banned from the Campus
Mall,

Elena Bantle asked if low flow toilets and energy efficient appliances have been specified for the
project. Dennis stated that these design details haven't been determined yet. Val added that
the project doesn't include many appliances (only one kitchen area), but energy efficiency will
be examined when copy machines and printers are chosen for the building. Low-flow toilets will
also be investigated as a possibility for the building, but have not been looked at yet. These
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issues will be looked at as part of the effort to meet LEED requirements and DSF sustainability
guidelines.

Elena asked how the proposed building will meet the standards of Executive Order 145 (30%
reduction in energy use) and what steps are being taken to achieve this. Elena referenced the
DSF/LEED comparison matrix (Appendix J in the draft EIS) and the 2.5% possible renewable
energy figure in that table, and questioned why this figure is not the 30% reguired by Executive
Order 145. Val responded by explaining that the 30% energy reduction is for the entire building,
and that using renewable energy sources is only one of the many steps that can be taken to
reduce energy use in the building. Val stated that the energy modeis being created will tell them
how much of an effect various actions will have on the building’s energy use, inciuding low-flow
toilets, stormwater freatment, lighting efficiency, and envelope performance, as well as the use
of renewable energy sources. These models will help the design team decide which
sustainability features will be the most cost-effective in reaching the 30% reduction mandated by
Executive Order 145. Matt commented that the amount of foot candles associated with the
proposed building are significantly lower than older buildings on campus because of the shape
and orientation of the building, and the focus on day lighting.

Guy Wolf commented that the possibility of solar hot water heating should be investigated for
this project. He cited his own home as an example of how this technology is simple and works
even during the coldest time of year. The Focus on knergy committee has not concentrated on
this technology. Guy thinks it is well worth looking at this for this project in an effort to offset the
increase in operation costs for this project. Val asked if Guy was suggesting this technology for
the entire building, or as a demonstration type of system in a portion of the building. Guy
clarified that he would just fike to see the feam investigate the technology to see how much of
an impact it could have on the building’s operation costs. Matt stated that the sustainability
consultant and Focus on Energy group should be locking into the possibility of solar hot water
heating. Val added that at a minimum, the building should be set up to receive this and/or
similar technologies sometime in the future if it isn't possible to include it now.

Carrie Wisinski commented that it is important to keep the design of the building flexible so it
has the ability to adapt to future changes in energy systems and green technologies easily. She
also mentioned that at a previous meeting the idea of including an environmental monitor in the
building had been discussed, and she wondered if this was still a possibility for the project. This
would create some public awareness about the buildings sustainability features and energy use.
Val responded that this idea was mentioned earlier, as an interactive kiosk type of thing to be
used to educate the users of the building about the building itself. He said that this idea would
be looked into for the final building design.

L.arry Lebiecki asked how big the new academic building’s hot water heater would be. Val
Schute responded that he doesn't know specifically, but that it would be relatively small because
the building does not require a lot of hot water. Larry suggested that while the size of the
building may make it difficult to use solar hot water heating to heat the building, it may be
feasible to heat the building’s water using solar power, and have it be a sort of trial to see how
easy/cost-efficient it is to integrate this technology into the building’s design. Matt stated that
this idea has potential because the domestic hot water load for the building is relatively low.
Guy Wolf added that a foundation called GIFT (Green Initiative For Tomorrow) provides funds
for the addition of equipment that brings green technology to campus buildings. He listed some
examples of facilities that have added sustainable features (Gundersen Lutheran, Western
Technical College, La Crosse County jail). Guy also mentioned that the use of solar power to
heat hot water would also be a great idea for the new stadium on campus, because it uses a lot
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of hot water. This led to a general discussion of various green technologies and the public’s
growing awareness and support for these technologies.

John repeated his comment about reducing the number of single-occupant vehicle trips on
campus, and how this project will increase the number of commuter students and students living
close to campus who still drive to campus. Larry Lebiecki agreed with John but wanted to point
out that 7 to 8 years ago, students voted to pay for the MTU bus pass and that they do use the
bus system in the city. Matt pointed out that the university is concerned with transportation as it
relates to the campus, and they are trying to promote alternates to personal vehicles for
students.

John stated that the environmental impact statement should state that the loss of residence
halls will result in an increase in commuter traffic and therefore will negatively impact the
environment. Matt pointed out that the university is planning to construct two new residence
halls, so the loss of on-campus housing will be a short-term situation. John re-stated that new
residence halls will be larger, less compact, and therefore less efficient. Matt stated that the
average age of the campus residence halls is 45 years. These buildings do not meet current
codes (ventilation, fire suppression, environmental controls), and their geometry makes it nearly
impossible to remodel the buildings to meet the codes, which is why larger new buildings are
being built.

Elena Bantle commented that in the report (page 25), there is a statement that the listed
sustainability features would be used when possible and when sensible and valid. She
questioned what this means, as she thinks that these things are always sensible and valid. Val
responded that the exact sustainability features have not been determined yet, which is why the
draft EIS is so vague. When these details are determined, they will be included in the design
and there will be an opportunity to comment on them.

Elena also commented that existing trees should be preserved when possible for aesthetic
reasons and to offset carbon emissions. She also asked what types of renewable energy are
being considered for the project. Val responded that the types of renewable energy have not
been determined vyet, but they are being discussed and will be known soon. Matt commented
that at this time, the university can’t even purchase renewable energy from local energy-
providers.

In closing the public meeting, Dennis indicated that the Draft EIS comment period ends tonight
{January 30, 2008) and that forms were available to submit written comments. Dennis
explained that the comments made during the meeting and submitted in writing will be
addressed in the final EIS, which will be completed sometime in April and will be available on
the website. Another public meeting wili be held after the final EIS is completed. No other
comments were made and the meeting was adjourned by Dennis at 8:50 p.m.
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UW-La Crosse New Academic Building
Draft Environmental impact Statement
Puhlic Mecting

: Meet_i_ng Agenda

» Introduction
* WEPA Process
= Project Description/Schedule
Potential Project Impacts
» Draft EIS Comment Period
-+ Closing Comments

UwW-La Crosse New Academic Building
- - Draft Environmental lmpact Statement
*. Public Meeting

Gene_ral Project Description

+ dentified in Campus Physicat Development plan since 2002

- identified in Campus Master Plan 2008

+ Demolition of Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder Halls

+ Design/Construct new 544 million academic building

» Building will consisl of four slories: 179,600 GSF/116,740 ASF

+ General assignment classroom space and office space for various,
programs and depariments are key components : ’

UW-La Crosse New Academic Building
Drafl Environmental inpact Statement
Pubdic Meeting

Proposed Schedule

+ Design - Present {0 January 2008

+ Bid — March 2009

+ Demofition - May 2008

+ Start Conslruclion ~ July 200%

+ Finat Completion/Building Cooupancy ~ July 2011

Uw-La Crosse New Academic Building
Draft Environmental Impact Statement
Public Meeting

Building/Site Description by Project
© Architect:

Valentine J. Schute, Jr., AlA
River Architects, Inc.




UW-La Crosse New Academic Building
Project Site

“UW-La Crosse New Academic Building
Project Site

UW-La Crosse New Academic Building
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Pkl b o g vy
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Campus Madel Video .




UW-La Crosse New Academic Building
Draft Environmental impact Statement
Public Meeling

Meeting Agenda

Introduction
WEPA Process
Project Description/Schedule
». Potential Project impacts
Draft £1S Comment Pericd
= Ciosing Comments .

UW-La Crosse New Academic Bullding
Draft £nvirenmental Impact Statement
Publiic Meeting

Potential _1mpacts — Air, Noise, Energy

Short-term increase of vehicle emissions and noise
during construction (~24 months}

Erergy and resources Commtlted to materials and

. construction

Lon_g terny energy commitment for future operations .
LEED plan to minimize energy use from building
Existing campus ulility systems are a(!cquate to bu‘)ply
the ncw bulidmg :

..UW-La Crosse New Academic Buiiding
. Draft Environmental Impact Statement
Fuizlic Meeting

Potential Impacts — Water Resouices

+ Erosion control plan to imit impacts over 4 acre site

< Campus stormwater maragement plan o address ioﬂg-
term management

+ Groundwater unfikely o be impacted

+ lncrease in impervious area that wilt result in additional
stormwater runoff to be managed

+ Proposed rain garden o fimit the amount of wa ler heing
disc harged o the storm sewer system

UW-La Crosse New Academic Building
-Draft Environmental hinpact Statement
Public Meeting

Potentia_! Impac_ts - Transpor“tation

Mo net gain or loss in parking space

Short-term interference to pedestrian and bicycle traffic
caused by construction vehicles during construction
Perimeter walkways around the side will remain open
during construction ~ apg)roprmie %ahﬁ y barricades will
be prowded ] '

UW.La Crosse Now Academic Building
Drait Environmentat impact Staterment
Pubic Meeting

Potential Impacts - Biological/Chemical

« Mo threatened or endangered species identificd in project

araa by WDNR or US Fish and Wikdlife

Loss of existing vegetation/irees (46 trees)

» Gain of new vegetation/irees (net gain in trees)

« Ashestos abatement plan {0 be developed to properly deal
wilh asbestos in existing buildings

+ Goal to recycle 75% of building demolition meteriats

UW-La Crosse New Academic Building
Drafi Environmental bmpact Statement
Public Meeting

Potential Impacts —Economic

Commitment of energy, materiats, and financial

rasources as well as annual operating and mainlenance
aPeNses

ncrease in "annmi assessment paid to the City of La
Crosse

Short-term increase in employment and local
expenditures relaled 1o construction of the project
Compounding effect of 544 miflion construction project




UW-La Crosse New Academic Building
Draft Envirommental impact Statement
Public Meeting

Potential Impacts — Social

+ Construction noise may be a nuisance to students,
faculty, commuters and workers in the area

« Temporary {ifsglacemenf of academic departments
located in existing buildings (~24 months)

-+ Short-term loss of residence hall space (220 beds)

« - State-of-the art faulsiy with faculty/students in one
building :

+ Consistent with campus architectural standards and )
master plan objectives — will anchor future carmpus mall -

UW-La Crosse New Academic Building
Draft Environmentat fmpact Shtcmcnl
Pubiic Meeting

Potential Impacts — Historical/Archagological

« No known archaeoiogical siles in the project area

« Wilder Hall (te be cemoflshed) is more than fifty years
ald
‘Mame of the new buitding will consider preserving the
Bairdd, Trowbridge, and Wilder names, or perr)e tuating
the names in a memorlal -

i River
- _'.mgqn:f*_rs .

“UW-La Crosse New Academic Building
Draft Eovironmental Impact Statement
Fublic Meeting

Sustainability Features

+ Goal of LEED Silver equivalency

« 30% energy reduction goal per Executive Orue= 145
- Envelope performance g
- Cool day lighting
~ Passive solar design
~ Lighting efficiency

i HVAC systemn shutdownidemand contichied

ventitation
- fxhzusifreliel air anergy tecoveny

UW-La Crosse New Academic Building
Draft Environmentat impact Statement
Public Meeting

Sustainability Features {continued)

+ Recycle up to 75% of demolition malerials

« Construct rain garden for storm water infiltration
» Use of Iow VOC-amitling mizlerials '

= Use of recycled anci sﬁgacn 2l materials

UW-La Cresse New Academic Building
Draft Environmenial Impact Statement
Pubiic Magting

hi"\l"leeting Ag enda

Introduction

= WEPA Process

= Project Description/Schedule
« Potential Project Impacis

« Draft EIS Comment Period
= Closing Comments

UW-La Crogse Now Academic Building
Draft Environmestal lmpact Statement
Public Meeting

Draft £S5 Comment Period

+ 45-day public comment period ends tenight
« One comment received Lo date (WDNR)

+ Comment Methods

- Submit written commenis tonight {forms provided)
- Make oral comments tonight

+ Qpen for Commaents




UW-La Crosse New Academic Bullding
Draft Environmental impact Statement
Public Meeting

UW-La Crosse New Academic Building
Draft Environmental Impact Statement
Public Meoting

Meeting Agenda

Pl

- Closing Comments

infroduction
- WEPA Process
- Project Description
Scoping Process

Draft EIS Comment Pericd .

" River:

L ARCHYEECTS

Dralt EtS comment penod ends today

Commants will e considersd in development of Final IS

Final EIS public comment maeling in May 2608

Record of Decision in Jung 2008

L Thank you for stfepding - .,




State of Wisconsin \ DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

West Central Region Headquarters

Jim Doyle, Governor 1300 W. Clairemont Avenue

Matthew J. Frank, Secretary PO Box 4001

WISCONSIN Scoft Humrickhouse, Regional Director Eau Claire, Wisconsin 54702-4001
Telephone 715-83%-3700

DEPT. OF NATURAL RESOURCES FAX 715.839.6076

TTY Access via relay - 711

CIVED

January 18, 2008 RECEIVE
JAN 2 2 2008
Dennis Johnson TES
Ayres Associates AYRES ASSOCIA
3433 Qalewood Hills Parkway
Eau Claire, WI 54701-7698
Subject: Draft Environmental Impact Statement Report
University of Wisconsin — La Crosse

New Academic Building

Dear Mr. Johnson,

The Department of Natural Resources has completed the review of the above referenced project from
your letter dated December 14™, 2008. Based on the information provided, it has been determined that no
wetlands, rare or endangered species, or waterway crossings will be affected by this project. The main
concerns involved with this project are construction site erosion control, stormwater issues and

demolition debris.

An erosion control and stormwater management plan must be implemented during and after construction
to assure that the standards set forth in NR 216 Stormwater Discharge Permits are met. If ground
disturbance of greater than one acre is anticipated, a Stormwater Permit may be required. Please contact
Kurt Rasmussen, WDNR Wastewater Specialist at (608) 785-9910 for further information.

Existing buildings will be demolished to accommodate the new facility. Any demolition material
generated by this project must be properly disposed of according to state law. Potential environmental
impacts associated with building demolition such as asbestos may be addressed by contacting Tom
Stibbe, WDNR Air Management Engineer at {608) 785-9978.

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on this project. If you have any questions, please
contact me at (715) 839-1609.

Sincerely, ./

/] . N /":
Nick Schatf

Environmental Analysis and Review Specialist.

dnr.wi.gov Quality Natural Resources Management é';
wisconsin.gov Through Excellent Customer Service U

Paper



Written Comment Sheet
UW - La Crosse New Academic Building
DSF Project No. 05130
DEIS PUBLIC MEETING
Port O' Caill Room, - Cartwright Center
January 30, 2008 - 6:00 p.m.
Name: -<Jouai Ry arld R

Phone No.: (OB 78520/ OFR
Address: ___ 346, S, (Y ST,

Representing:
COMMENTS:

ﬂx./ﬁ%i ,dy,m/z‘x -y ﬂmj/ 44/_(‘ rQ 2%
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J424-0131.02\080124 comment sheeb.xls 24-0131.02



Appendix L
Final EIS Amendments to Draft EIS



Final EIS Discussion and Amendments

General

This appendix provides a summary of information used to address public comments and convert
the December 2007 Draft EIS into a Final EIS (FEIS) document. information considered in
preparing the FEIS included additional design information developed as part of the ongoing
design process during the period from December 2007 through April 2008 and comments
received during the DEIS comment period. Additional design information and responses to
specific comments are summarized in this appendix.

Amendments to Draft EIS
Design Updates

During the period from December 2007 to April 2008, the project architect, River Architects, Inc.
proceeded with project design and has continued to hold regular design team meetings. The
35% Design Report has not yet been completed for the project. The report is scheduled to be
completed for the June 2008 UW Board of Regents and State Building Commission meetings.
The following changes were made to the Draft EIS report to incorporate the most recent design
information:

» Building perspectives in Appendix A of the Draft EIS were replaced with updated
perspectives developed for design team meetings. In addition, a preliminary
landscaping plan is included. In addition, a March 24, 2008 preliminary site
development plan prepared after the Draft EIS document was completed is in Appendix
A. This site plan shows the general site layout, landscaping features, tentative locations
of rain gardens, bike parking, and pedestrian walkways.

* The DSF/LEED comparison matrix in Appendix J was replaced with the updated matrix
dated March 28, 2008. The UW-L and IWSA has decided to pursue a LEED silver
certification for this project instead of LEED silver equivalency.

+ A comment regarding the econormic multiplier related to University spending was added
to the Income and Spending topic in Section il of this report. A study on the economic
effects of University of Wisconsin System by NorthStar Economics (NorthStar
Economics, September 2002) suggests that the economic multiplier of university
expenditures is in the range of 2.4. Thus a $44 million construction project can be
expected to contribute up to $105 miflion to the local, regional, and national economy.

* A comment regarding the intent to pursue solar thermal domestic hot water was added
to the Sustainability topic in Section Il of this report. Currently, UW-L will pursue solar
thermal domestic hot water, and the design team is evaluating costs and potential Focus
on Energy rebates that might be applicable to this type of system. Any additional
funding required for this system will be provided by gift funds.

Responses to Draft EIS Public Comments

The 45-day DEIS public comment period began on December 14, 2008 and concluded on
January 30, 2008. A public meeting was held on January 30, 2008, at 6:00 p.m. in the Port O’
Call Room of the Cartwright Center on the UW-1.a Crosse campus. One written comment was



received during the comment period, and one written comment in addition to oral comments
was received at the public meeting. A total of 18 people attended the meeting including
representatives of the design team, UW-L faculty and students, and the public. The meeting
minutes, attendance list, public comments, and a copy of the PowerPoint presentation given at
the meeting are in Appendix K. Responses to comments received are as follows:

» Nick Schaff, WDNR provided a written letter stating that no wetlands, rare or
endangered species, or waterway crossings will be affected by the proposed project.
The letter emphasized compliance with NR 216 stormwater regulations and proper
disposal of building demolition materials.

The proposed project will follow requirements of NR 216 and proper disposal of
demolition materials.

* A written comment submitted at the public meeting requested clarification of a statement
on page 29 of the DEIS report regarding the term of the university enroliment
management program.

The statement in the FEIS report was corrected to state that the enrollment management
period ran from 2000 {o 2004.

+ Project effects on coal consumption

One commenter questioned the continued use of university's coal fired steam plant and
asked how much additional coal will be burned as a result of the project. This plant is
the primary source of steam on campus and is integral fo the function of the campus
heating system. The plant has adequate capacity to supply the new Academic Building.
Because the new facility is larger than the sum of the three buildings being demolished
as part of this project, there will be an increase in overall energy consumption and a
corresponding increase in coal consumption. Based on information presented at the
March 26, 2008 Executive Committee LEED review meeting (Sustainability Concept
Review: Draft Seven, Arnold & O'Sheridan, Inc.) for this project, prefiminary energy
calculations indicate that the proposed building design will result in an overall reduction
in energy consumption of 35% compared to current commercial code requirements. The
estimated steam consumption of the new building is 20,000 btu/gsf/yr compared to
40,000 btu/gsflyr for a normal building. Thus, the energy saving features incorporated
into the building design will serve to lessen any corresponding coal use increases at the
steam plant. In addition, the university has recently added a baghouse system to
significantly reduce air emissions from the plant.

+ Project effects on residence hall capacity, parking, and potential increase in commuter
traffic

Several comments were made relative to the loss of residence hall space as a result of
the proposed project, where students will be housed, and the impact that this will have
on increasing commuter traffic by students attending the campus. Because Baird and
Trowbridge halls will be demolished to make room for the new academic building, a total
of 400 beds will be lost. The recent opening of the Reuter Hall residential building added
a temporary surplus of 180 beds; however, all of this space is currently occupied. The
campus is negotiating with private parties to develop short-term leases for residential
housing located adjacent to the west and southwest boundaries of the campus. This



would resolve the short-term loss of beds and provide student housing within walking
distance of the campus. If these private lease spaces provide off street parking, there
will be some increase in students bringing cars to the campus, but the housing should
not require daily commuting to the campus. The New Academic Building is not
anticipated to generate new commuter traffic to the campus because it is being
constructed to accommodate current student needs, and not with the intent of growing
the campus. However, some excess capacity is built into the project for modest growth.
The primary impact to a potential increase in commuter traffic is the relocation of
residentiat hall space to an off campus location.

The long-term consequence of the New Academic Building project is that there will be a
shortage of on campus residence hall space. The July 2005 Campus Master Plan
anticipated this shortage resulting from construction of the New Academic Building.
Diagram E ~ Buildings (taken from the master plan and included in this appendix) shows
potential residence hall expansion areas. Two potential areas for expanding, or
constructing, new residence halls are located on the west side of the campus near Coate
Hall and Drake Hall. The campus recently submitted a request to the UW Board of
Regents to construct a new residence hall in this area of the campus. Construction of a
new residence hall in this area will help to regain the beds lost due to this project and
potentially provide space to accommodate some of the increase in student population
resulting from the proposed Growth and Access Plan.

Relative to commuter and parking issues, the campus continues to work with
neighborhoods, and the City of La Crosse to reduce commuter travel and minimize
parking conflicts. In the Spring 2001 Semester, the Student Association/Senate entered
into an agreement with the City of La Crosse Municipal Transit Utility (MTU) for a
UPASS program to provide free ridership to students. In addition, the campus has
worked with MTU to establish more effective bus routes to accommodate students.
During the Fall Semester in 2003, the Student Association/Senate passed a resolution
that prohibited most freshmen living in residence halls from obtaining a parking permit.
Both of these initiatives have helped to alleviate parking issues. The campus has also
worked to redistribute parking spaces throughout the campus to match availability with
use patterns, and to oversell parking spaces to accommodate users that may have
different class schedules. The Campus Exterior Master Plan allocates space south of La
Crosse Street and west of East Street for potential construction of a parking deck,
should this become a cost effective option in the future.

Existing residence hall efficiency

One commenter stated that because of the compact design and fewer bathrooms in the
existing Baird Hall and Trowbridge Hall residential buildings, the energy efficiency of
these buildings is greater than for a new LEED certified residence hall building. The
relative efficiency of these two types of residence halls has not been calculated as part
of this project. Factors influencing the decision to locate the New Academic building at
this site included the proximity to the academic core of the campus; conformity to the
campus master plan; function of building in forming the west boundary of the campus
mall; and the relative age, condition, and cost to remodel Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder
Halls. The overall cost effectiveness of a new residential hall compared to continued
use and remodeling of these existing halls needs to take into consideration a number of
factors including modern sustainability design features, current minimum code
requirements, safety standards, ability to meet state building energy reduction goals, and



overall life cycle project costs. Considering all of these factors, it is not apparent that
remodeling of these existing buildings is the most cost effective and desirable option.

Project effects on bike racks

Bike racks to accommodate approximately 200 bicycles are estimated for this project,
The March 24, 2008 preliminary site development plan included in Appendix A shows
tentative locations for bike racks. Bike rack design and placement will adhere to the
Campus Master Plan guidelines and bike parking is planned at ali of the entrances to the
building. Temporary bike racks will be placed at appropriate locations on campus as
needed during the construction process to accommodate bike storage.

Project sustainability features

Comments made during the meeting pertained to the overall sustainability features to be
incorporated into the new building design. These comments included references to
renewable power, solar hot water, low flow toilets, energy efficient appliances,
stormwater management, energy monitoring, and design flexibility.

The project is being designed to meet LEED silver equivalency standard and will
incorporate as many sustainability features as are technically and economically feasible
for this project. The March 28, 2008 DSF/LEED comparison matrix in Appendix J
summarizes the most recent sustainability features being considered as part of the
design process. Sustainability features currently incorporated into the design include
low flow toilets, exhaust air heat recovery, occupancy and daylight sensors, maximizing
daylighting to classrooms (current design is 88% of classroom spaces), no site irrigation,
several rain garden features to control stormwater quatity, low VOC emitting materials,
enhanced building envelope materials/performance, exterior light shades, use of
recycled and regional materials, demand control ventilation, unoccupied HVAC system
shutdown, solar thermal domestic hot water, and energy star appliances. Oversize
conduits will be installed to accommodate potential future changes to communications
and other system requirements. Other sustainability features that are being considered
include a white roof to counteract a heat island effect and energy monitoring and
verification. The design team is continuing to evaluate sustainable design features
within the constraints of the existing budget and will refine these features in the 35%
design report scheduled for to be available for the June 2008 UW Board of Regenis and
State Building Commission meetings.

With regard to overall energy consumption, Wisconsin Exacutive Order #145 requires
that new state facilities be designed to be 30% more energy efficient than currently
required by commercial code. According to minutes from the March 26, 2008 Executlive
Committee LEED review meeting, preliminary energy models for the current building
design indicate a 35% energy savings which exceeds the state mandated goal. The
campus and design team will also work with Focus on Energy to obtain design input and
any financial energy credits that might be available for this project. Green power from
renewable energy sources is not available from Exel Energy, the local electrical utility.



* Project effect on trees

One commenter stated that existing trees should be preserved where possible for
aesthetic reasons and to offset carbon emissions. Of the 46 trees present on the site,
most of these trees will be removed to accommodate the building footprint and
associated construction. Where feasible, some of the trees may be transplanted
depending on tree size, species, and survivability. The project goal is to increase the
number of trees in the project area, although there will be an interim time period required
for new trees to meet the maturity level of the existing trees on site. Appendix A
includes the most recent site plan for the project. The plan shows tentative locations of
rain gardens, frees, walkways, and the building layout. A landscape plan is being
developed, but is not available at this time.

* Project effect on pedestrian/bicycle traffic

A concern was expressed about bike/pedestrian interaction on the campus mall in the
area of the New Academic building. The 2005 Campus Mater Plan considered
pedestrian and bike traffic in this area, and evaluated the possibility of banning bike
traffic in this area. Bike traffic will be permitted: however, design of pathways on the
campus mall and access pathways to the New Academic building will need to consider
potential conflicts.

Final EIS Comment Period

The FEIS report was distributed on April 4, 2008 to the parties on the distribution list in front of
this report. The report is also available at the La Crosse Public Library, UWL Murphy Library,
and on the project website: www.ayresprojectinfo.com/UWL-Academic-EIS. The 30-day FEIS public
comment period began on April 4, 2008 and will conclude on May &, 2008. A FEIS public
hearing will be held on May 5, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. in room Valhalla B of the Cartwright Center on
the UW-La Crosse campus. Appendix M includes the public notice for the FEIS comment
period.

Following the close of the FEIS comment period and public hearing, the University of Wisconsin
System Administration (UWSA) will evaluate comments received and issue a Record of
Decision (ROD) for the project.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD AND MEETING
FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
UW-LA CROSSE NEW ACADEMIC BUILDING
LA CROSSE, WISCONSIN

The University of Wisconsin-La Crosse (UW-L) proposes to construct a new Academic Building
on the UW-L Campus. The proposed 116,740 ASF / 179,600 GSF Academic Building
incorporates sustainable design principles that emphasize energy efficiency and long-term
durability. The building will provide technology-enhanced general assignment classrooms and
accommodate several programs and student support services. Three obsolete buitdings,
including Baird, Trowbridge, and Wilder Halls, will be demolished. Two of these facilities are
residence halls, and one houses administrative functions. Demolition of these aging structures
will enable the new academic building to be sited at the academic core of the campus where it
will anchor the southwest corner of the future central campus mall, in accordance with the
Campus Master Plan. Demolition and construction is scheduled to begin in May 2009.

In accordance with sec. 1.11 Wis. Stats. and UW System Administration guidelines, a Final
Environmental Impact Statement (Final EIS} has been prepared to consider potential
environmental impacts of the new Academic Building. The Final EIS document will be available
for review on Aprit 4, 2008 at the UW-L Murphy Library and the La Crosse Public Library. In
addition, the Final EIS document can be viewed online at www.ayresproiectinfo.com/UWL-
Academic-EIS.

A 30-day public comment period on the Final EIS document begins on April 4, 2008 and
concludes on May 5, 2008. A public hearing to present the findings of the Final EIS and to take
written and oral comments will be held at 6:00 p.m. on May 5, 2008, in Valhalla B, Cartwright
Center on the UW-La Crosse campus. Parking is available in nearby Stadium Lot #2, which is
located at the intersection of East Avenue and Pine Sfrest.

Written comments may also be submitted to:

Dennis L. Johnson, PE or Terri Reda

Ayres Associates Inc nvironmental Affairs Officer
3433 Cakwood Hills Parkway UW System Administration
P.O. Box 1580 780 Regent Street, Suite 210
Eau Claire, WI 54702-1590 Madison, W1 53715-2635

Written comments should be received no later than 6:00 p.m. on May 5, 2008,

i124-0131.03\080327 feis public notice.dec 24-0131.03
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