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INTRODUCTICN

This study was undertaken in an effort to ascertain the

~adjustment to the American scene of a particular type or group

of German refugees, namely the political refugee. We are

attempting to show how this type or group influences and is

influenced by the American political and social scene, what

-changes, 1f any, occur in their political and social ideoclo-

gles, and the place which they make for themselves, or the

place allowed them by the American society.

F=d

The city of Milwaukee was chosen because of its large

German population, and because of certain developments of the

political refugee group in WMilwaukee, which we believe to be

representative of the general development of this group in the

United States. This paper then concerns itself with "the

German radical'" in V¥ilwaukee.

The term radical here is not meant to refer to a specific

political ideology, but rather to the political and social

ideologies of a given time and setting which represent a

drastic departure from the status quo. This departure from

the status quo furthermore is valued by the adherents of these

~ideas as being progressive toward a better and more democratic

form of political government.

Wie have chosen to deal with two groups of political

ideologles which represent two different historical periods,

two different sets of adherents, and two different influences




‘.the history of American liberal movements. It must be
ated at the onset that though the ideologles are different
s outlook, and the goal to which they aspire,/there
ist certdin connections between the two groups, and there-
ﬁore they can not be treated as completely separate entities.
The socio-political ideologies with which we are dealing
;heré caﬁ be designated, with A. Rosenberg, as "bourgeoils demo=-
cracy" and "socialist democracy"; 'Democracy as a political

movement is divided first of all into socialist and bourgeols

/
democracy./’Socialist democracy wants self-government by the

)

masses, whereby the socially important means of productlion
should be owned by the community:....Bourgeois democracy like-

wise strives for self-government by the masses, while maintain-

/
ing the principle of private property..vi.ln itself bourgeois

democracy is not uniform, but appears historically in four
different‘forms. On the one hand we find social democracy.
This movement also wants to maintain the principle of private
property, but 1t endeavors to establish the political rule of
the toliling masses, in a struggle against'the feudal and
capitaiistic upper classS.....in contrast to social--and evi-
dently enocugh also to socialist--democracy, the three other
forms of boufgeoi§ democracy reject the class struggle and
endeavor to adjust the differences between the wealthy upper
class and the 1aboring magsses. This compromise assumes either
an imperialistic or a liberal form.....Liberal democracy, on
the other hahd, wants to safeguard the economic and cultural

progress of mankind by eliminating force and power politics,

%




3a
d promoting peace and free competition, thus obtaining the

asis for class compromise. "

The specific type of bourgeois democracy with which we
& deallng in this paper is liberal democracy. This socio-
polltlcal ideology is represented in the German immigrant

oup ‘to the United States by the so-called "Forty- ~eighters™,

hat is the political refugees from the msuccessful German
revolution in 1848.
Socialist Democracy is represented by a group of political
~refugees from the later Bismark period, the members of the
labor unions, .and the group of men who later (in the 18805}
 deve1oped into the Social Democratlc Party, and now the
Socialist Party of America.

Gur problem .can therefore be formulated in the following
twofold manner;

1. We wish to sociologically assess the rejection and/or
acceptance of the socio-political ideologies which were intro-

duced into ilwaukee, and into the United States in general,

by the polltlcal fefugees after the revolution of 1848, and

dmnnvtnelewﬂcemL

2. We wish to trace these ideologies and. their influence

on the political and social 1ife in Milwaukee.

As the diffusion, though not the origin, of the libera]

bourgeois democratic and the socialist democratic ideologies

1. Rosenberg, Arthur, Democracy and Socialism, Alfred A. Knopf,
New York, London, 1959, pp. 355-57,




’long to two’consecutive historical periods, they will be

alt with in this order. But we also find in the liberal
ourgeois democratic period certain factors which represent
beginnings of socialist democratic ideologies, and there-
Qfe attention will be given to this continuous development.,
attempt will be made to treat the socialist democratic
Jdeology in terms of a soclal movement in its development into
the Socilalist Party.

We will show throughout this paper that the aforementioned
'types of political democracy apply more closely to the two
groups upon their arrivai’in the United States, than they do
apply to the actualfsocib—political forms which these immi -
grant groups take after theilr settlement in Milwaukee. That
is to say that there appear in the ideologies of both these
groups certain changes which we shall call their Americaniza-

tion process.




'"Worty-eighters"”

:erStood without a glance at thelr background experiencs;
., the German revolution of 1848. The aim of this revolu-
n was the establishment of a unified nation under a
,embdratic form of government; Germany at the time consisted
f numerous separate states, each with its own petty prince
and feudal aristocratic bureaucracy. It was a revolution of
ythé bourgedis and the intellectual elements of'the soclety who
Wanted liveral reforms and a parliamentary form of government.
In this revolution the middle class German aspired'to national
greatness and liberty. He was jolned by the restless worker
in a common cause against the ruling feudal bureaucracy.
Generally speaking the class strugglé was not an issue, but
rather\was submerged in the general whirl of democratic frater-
nity. Membership in the revolutionary movement was primarily
drawn from the middle classes, the intellectual and the
student. Thelr concept of radicalism was a stroﬁg parliament,
and a national and democratic government. This concept of
democrécy generally embraced the laboring masses in so far as
they fought against the wealthy upper class, the feudal land-
. owners ‘and the aristocracy. Une éf the major issues of the

revolution was general suffrage, .and & government elected by

popular vote. 1In general, the revolution had a strong anti-

2. A. Rosenberg, op..cit., p. 113.




1archistic orientation: "Deutschland Uber alles™ was a
mical sohg against dynastic and single state loyalties.
One of the leaders of the revolution later referred to
krevolutionaries as "an elite of capable, well-meaning men -
11 Situated business men, manufacturérs, lawyers, and
ters, clergymen, professors and other teachers, doctors,
ate and municipal officials, and so on."

The ideological seeds of the revolution were planted
mqstly by the intellectual, and particulérly by the student
and scholar. There existed two types’of organizations which
Were of importance to the revolution, and which are signifi-
cant for the development of the forty-eighters in the United

States; they were the "Burschenschaften’ and the "Turnvereine".

The first are fraternal organizations of students and intellec-
tuals. The main orientation of these fraternal organizations
were political philosophies, and a general orientation toward
politics. Qutstanding features ofvtheir radical ideology were
rationalism, athelsm, liberalism in the economic sphere,
democracy, and universal suffrage, as already mentioned. A
broad éomparison can be made between their radical bourgeois
democratic ideology and Jeffersonian democracy. Both were
~anti-monarchistic and anti-bureaucratic in outlook.

The "Turnverein" movement was started in 1811 by‘Friedrich

4
Ludwig Jahn near Berlin. His aim was twofold, a strong body

5. Ibid., p. 123. .

4., Henry Metzner, A Brief History of the American Turnerbund,
Nat. Executive Committee of the American Turnerbund,
Pittsburgh, 1924, p. 40.
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free mind. He set up a system of physical exercises de-
1ed to create strong bodies. He further fostered patriotic
ls and a love for freedom in his followers. These
riotic'ideals and love for freedom later developed into the
specific aims of the revolution. Again the followers of
‘eWere‘primarily'drawn from the middle classes of the
lation.,

Even though the leaders of the revolution were drawn from
1e middle classes and the intellectuals, their-following was
rertheless made up of a considerable number of artisan
yrkers. And it would be wrong to assume that the political
,efugees who came to the United States were all students and
’ktellectuals. The interest of the workers in the revolution
as primarily against the feudal upper classes, industrializa-
ion not yet having progressed to the polint where there
existed a strong breach between the petty—bourgeois classes
and the artisan workers. It was for and about these artisan
workers that Heinrich Heine wrote his "Weber Aufstand in
Silesia', (ﬁprising of the weavers). "Deutschland wir weben
Dein Leichtentuch", (Germany we are weaving your death shroud).
The course of the revolution need not concern us here.

It suffices to say that it was unsuccessful. Even in South
Germany wnere the revolution succeeded in setting up a demo-
cratic form of government, such as was the case in Baden, 1%
was only of a very shert duration.

We must turn now to the refugees from this revolution.

It would be incorrect to assume that this immigrant group

%




ted solely of those men and their families who were

|1y forced, through their active participation in the
_uprising, to flee their country. Rather, it includes
mmigrants who wished to escape political and ecclesiastic

ion and counter-revolution in Germany and Austria.

The exact number of the so-called forty~eighters who

ed in Wisconsin can not be ascertained, but at the height

1e immigration period in 1854, it was estimated that

roximately 16,000 immigrants arrived in a period of three

hs. The reasons for their settlement in this particular

ritory were many. First of all, there existed already a

ly large German population in the state who were only too
r to help the heroes and the followers of the revolution.

\rge amounts of money were collected and sent to Europe by

ese settlers to help the cause of the revolution and later .

‘ 6
_provide for the crossing of the refugees. A number of

ooks and pamphlets appeared at the time in Germany, written

y the iiisconsin settlers, describing the favorable climate,
nd, and work opportunities of the territory. Another con-
deration was the prevalent idea to make Wisconsin a German
tate. This idea was not exclusively avplied to ¥Wisconsin,
ut other territories as well. Texas particularly was for a
ong time considered by the German immigrants as a possible

rman state in which they could realize the political dream

e

Wilhelm Hense-Jensen, Wisconsin's Deutsch-Amerikaner, Im
Verlage der Deutschen Gesellschaft, Wilwaukee, 1900,
Voles 1, pp. 118-19.

Ibid., Vol. 1, pp. 1190-21.




9.
e revolution. These utopian ideas of a separate state

soon dropped, butbt the movement accounts for the concentra-

Qf;large German settlements in Wisconsin.
e German refugee arrived in the United States with
expectations regarding the American democracy. In its
itution, the United States represented to him the utoplan
lois democracy for which he had fought in the CGerman
5uﬁion. Idealist, as most of these men were, they were
‘ disappointed. They were confronted with the question of
1@fy, and more important, with the Know-nothing movement,
1ts full nationalistic prejudice against all foreign
ents. 4s the German element at the time constituted from
:fy to thirty percent of the foreign immigrants, the Know-
hing movement singled them out for their attack.
 Added to this first disappointment of the refugees in the
ted States are other factors which must be considered-in
ﬂef to understand their future development in the United

tes. GQuite a few of the refugees considered their‘stay in.
e United States as a temporary one. Loyal to their revolu-
Qnary cause they intended merely to stay in the United States
dﬁto wait "bis es druben wieder los geht" (until it starts
er there again)}. The United States and the 1life of the German

fugees was to them more of an academic question than a con-

rn of active participation. They gave their advice freely,

Carl Wittke, We Who Build America, Prentice-Hall Inc., New
York, 1940, p. 187.
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e

hey "knew better'" and said so. Their activities were
d to preparations for the next revolution, such as the
tion of money(@entvereine)8 to be sent to Germany to
he cause, as well as the formation of revolutionary
iiés and alleged military companies. Their maln attack
incan society was on slavery; and they also found too
churches and gueer sects in the United States, the
ence of fundamentalism too strong, and they regarded
tanism and its mores as an invasion of their personal
érties. But their greatest concern was over the ways of
of the older German settlers. They criticized thisvgroup
nly for their lack of German national pride, for their
ve. Their strong German national sentiments lead them to
. out on the task which was to characterize their future
elopment in the United States; the furtherance and mainten-
ce of the German heritage. This heritage was to include
rman music, literature, atheism, and most of all, the
litical and social philosophles of Kant, Fichte,‘and Hegel
'their devotion to freedom of thought and belief. They

e vocal men whose strength was primarily in writing, and
r some time after their arrival the ratlonalists and free-

iinkers were said to control half of the German newspapers

the United States.-

. Wilhelm Hense-Jensen, op. cit., Vol. 1, p. 130.
. North American Review, 1856, Vol. LXXXXII, pp. 266-87.

arent slackness in keeping the German tradition and "culture'




. further soclo-psychological orientation of this group
considered. This class of poclitical refugees consid-
hemselves as martyrs, not Just for their own cause, but
ekGerman population in general. Because they had given
ir previous position in life for their ideology they

ed from the German population in the United States, and
fom the American population in general, their due recog-
They were displaced intellectuals who felt the every-
sks beneath themselves, and who were set to devote their
e life to thelr sacred idea. A quote from one of the
émporary agcounts of their arrival in the United States
serve to illustrate this orientation: "Besides, these new
:ais, who were in a h;gh state of revolutionary excitement,
ight over very pecullar views which they advanced without

’: . : " . . v e 20

ration of opposition. (translation H.H.) They had
:loped their own conception of the bourgeois republic and

a fault with American political, as well as social,

tions.

rTheré developed, therefore, a growing resentment betwéen
e political radicals and the older CGerman settlers. This
tht has been designated by the newspapers of the time as the
't between the "Greys" and the "Greens". The "Greys"

sented the older settlers, while the "Greens" were the

ty-eighters. The "Greys" primarily resented the arrogance

Anton Eickhoff, In der Neuen Heimat, E. Steiger & Co.,
New York 1884, p. 50=2. '
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nnishness of the political refugees, their utopian

1 thelr general feeling of superiority, and their tend-
tir up trouble wherever they went with their criticism
merican and the older CGerman population. The orienta-
the forty-elghters, on the other hand, was such that
not feel any close connection with the older settlers.
er settlers had come to the United States for quite a
'ent reason, they had fled religious persecution and .
~a new Jerusalem and economic opportunities for farmers
tisans. |

The result of this resentment between the groups, as well
e’Know—nothing{movement in the United States left the

an radical group in almost complete isolation. This was
ngthened by the clannish disposition of this group, one of
éutstanding characteristics. The forty-eighter group, as
édy mentioﬁed, was made up primarily of the bourgeois
lectuals who for good reasons considered themselves the

te of German midﬁle class life. They viewed the older

man immigrants, their pursuits and supposedly mere economic
lvations as inferior, and these academicians steeped in

eek, Latin, and letters, considered the American population
half-barbarian.ll Especially the more colorful aspects of
tional sectarian practices of religious rhetoric and

ivalism were offensive to these apostles of enlightenment.

1 Wittke, op. cit., pp. 194-95,
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s the group of forty-eighters consituted a significant
f the population of Milwaukee at that time, they could
thelr own, and very exclusive, soclety. In this seclu-
ey hoped to build the type of soclety and life which

d practiced, or to which they had aspired in their own

n this partly voluntary and partly forced isclation, the
cal radical refugee took the hard road to life in

ukee. The majority of this group decided to remain in
country after a relatively short period, particuiarly be-
of the realization that the revolution was not to start
n in Germany. Political disillusionment did not shatter
:r isolation, but rather brought their determination to
tain a separate way of life more strongly to the surface,.
most members of this group refused outright to learn the
sh language. The tightknit community did not necessitate
use of the Enélish language, and except for those who

ted to interact with the American population, the knowledge-
the language was unnecessary. In the latter group there

e oﬁly those men who later took active part in local and
ional politics. Strong emphasis on the value of the German
guagé had been one of the peculiarities of German culture
riotism and ascending nationalism.l2 The maj&rity of the
ugees, as is characteristic of other ethnic groups, stayed

mpletely within its own circles, using German almost

. He He Gerth and C. W. Mills, From Max lieber: Essays in
Sociology, Oxford University Press, New York, 1946, p. 65.
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he question of employment was an Important one, and one

his group never satisfactorily solved. They were defin-
not equipped from the start to make a living. Most of
ere academlc men and teachers, and some of the youths
them had not even completed thelr university education.
‘Qre they-féund employment as best they could, as artisans,
ders, piano teachers, "Latin farmers" and professional
Journalism, that is to say the German press, played an
tant role, particularly because these.men felt it to be
1ls of imperishable ideas and convictions. Many leading
-elghters started out in other fields of endeavor, only
eturn to thekpress‘again.

The "Latin farmer" was one of the typical outcome of the

ty-eilghter settlement. They were the men who took up

ing with the thorough knowledge of the classics; of philo-
hy, and of every other conceivable academic kﬁowledge except
ming. There are few accounts of their agricultural

cesses, but there are existant many accounts of the other
tivities of these settlers.léy For example, in the winter of
49 these Latin farmers in Manitowoc county insisted on

rforming several of Schiller's plays during the Christmas

ason. This report further goes on to state that it was not

ommon to see the bookshelves of these farmers half filled

th German classics and half with corn.

. Carl Wittke, op. cit., pe 195.
4, Wilhelm Hense-Jdensen, op. cit., Vol. 1, pp. 141-46,




The press was an important mirror of the political and

al orientation of the forty-eighters. Wilwaukee alone had

hat time at least four German newspapers: "Der Wisconsin

" edited by Morritz Schoffler; "Volksfreund" edited by

ederich Fratney; the periodical "Flugblitter" by Voyta

rstek, and E. Schroeter's "Humanist". To this list the
) )

‘rical newspapers would héve to be added to make the list
omplete, but they were much more the antagonists'of the forty-
ighters than thelr supporters. The 1life of the German press

n the United States iﬁ geheral can be characterized as being
shortlived, but also with a ceaseless rebirth of new papers.
The circulatién of these papers ﬁas usually small, each paper
representing one specific faction of the forty—eightér immi -

- grant population. The orientation of the press of the forty-

eighters in the perspective of a thoroughly "respectable'

writer appears as follows: "Wild in their political orienta-

tion, extreme in thelr fight against religious convictions,

they were thoroughly radical in their whole tenor, bitter

toward existing conditions,....without any concrete aims, they
represénted a negative direction in every Way."15 (translation
H.H.) More specifically, these newspapers advocated the

formation of a third party in which the slavery issue and anti-

clerical sentiments plaved the main role. Thev wers
p £ y

dissatisfied with the fact that most of the older German

15. Anton Elckhoff, cit., p. 313.

oD



jtlers were in accord with the Democratic party at the time.

:y'fcund the Democratic party not at all representative of

oo

fir_own democratic ideals, and in their strong humanist
ditionlpould not see anything but evil in slavery.

The newspapers appealed to German patriotic sentiment, an
eal in conformity(with circulation interests. That is, the
wspapers did everything to stabllize the CGerman immigrants

a self conscious, se?arate group. This characteristic
emalned, with a few exceptions, the characteristic of the
German press for é'long time. It served as the continuous
unifying force of the group in general. This generalization
‘can, we feel, be safely applied to all foreign-language papers
which would lose the greater aspects of their reason for exist-
ance should the ethnic aspect of their orientation be abandoned.
The German press under the leadership of the radical forty-
eighters remained a purely ethnic pfess, even though some of
their radical effusions were later replaced by more concrete
political viewpoints, namely, the wholehearted support of most
of these papers for the newly formed Republican party. But as
an orgén for the ﬁaintenance of German "culture", it remained

uncompromising. Through their political and their economic

orientation the German radical gradually entered into the
American society, but in his social and cultural 1life he re-
mained within the German group, or what was later called the

German-American group. It was the German press which fostered

most of the German muslic, singling, and other social societies.
. 2 fn) e Gy} B




1}70‘
was through the German press that the forty-eighters of

lwaukee remained in touch with the other radical German

oups in the United States. Thus the forty-eighter group
me to represent one of the groups of "marginal men", bearing
t the conflicting tendencles of two cultures, the old and
, 16
She hew.

The co~exlstence of the many German papers was by no

means a peaceful one, rather the separate paper represented

various factions within the German radical group, and because

they were bitter competitors, the newspaper war was their
constant element. There developed early in the radical group
various degrees of radicalism, and these splits in political
ideologies~0aﬁ‘be readily seen in the German press of these
days. The 1ssue of RepUblicahism was one of the earliest
signs of this starting split, but not until the 1870's and
1880's did the real split occur with the introduction of class
consciousness, the labor movement, and soclalist democratic
ideology.

The most oubstanding aspect of the German radical settlers
in the/United States and in Milwaukee, most probably, is their
club patterns.  These varidus clubs actually represented the
whole "‘social 1ife of this settlement, and served as a unifica-
tion factor, as well as a segregation Tdctor in the structure

of this sub-soclety, Club membership in the German tradition

L

'16. Everett V. Stonequist, The Marginal Man, Charles Scribner!'s

Sons, New York 1937, pp. 218-22.
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17
0ot an open one. The class and status lines are much
_severely drawn than they are in the average American club
kern. The German club pattern actually serves not so much

"joining" than as a "segregation process" in society.

reinsmeierei™ is the pejorative term for this seclusiveness

petty status groups. The clubs, as mentioned above, played
important role during the revolution, and had already held
position of importance in the German intellectual 1life of
ékuniversities since the earliest beginnings of the revolu-
‘tionary ideology in the late 18th and early 19th century.l_8
But this club pattern, though bodily transferred to the
United States by the German radicals, did take on an even more
;important meaning for the group in this country. In Germany

it had served the function of unifying, in extremely intimate
psychological fashion, men with the same ideological and
political orientation, and had further functioned as the basis
for the development and execution of their political aspira-
tions. In the United States these clubs took on the additional
meaning of representing a traditional thought and action
patterﬁ, which constituted to the members the very core of
their existence. These clubs served as the continuous re-
statement of their socio-political orientation, as the justifi-

cation of their past actions in the revolution and in their

immigration, and as the guidepoint of thelr future actions.

17. H. H. Gerth, From Max Wieber, op. cit., footnote pe 311.
18. H. H. Gerth, Die sozialgeschichtliche Lage der burger-
lichen Intelligenz um dile Wende des 18. Jahrhunderts,
19385, p. 43.
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clubs represented the nucleus of the soclal pattern of
& men. The traditional German club pattern was character-
by very strong personal ties; the use of the intimate

u 11

was a prerogative among members, and the psychological
ntification with the aims and 1deologles of the club, as

as with the other members of the club, was unusually

; 19

ronge.

It is this form of psychological closeness which 1s again
und in the various clubs which were established 1in Milwaukee.

:It is of some interest to note here that the traditional

20 N ,
"Burschenschaften” (student fraternities) developed into the

; . . N . . . \E
"Jerein Freier Manner"(the association of free men); the change

of name indicates the advancing age of the members, and also
the fact that their association with any university did no
longer exist. Alongside of this particular club organization,

we find such similar clubs as the "Freie CGemeinde" (free

. . . N
community) and the "Bund Freler Manner" (league of free men),

all of which represented certain factions of the bourgeois
libveral refugees. As most of the newly established clubs Weré
carryovers‘from the existing German organization, membership
was dmost completely closed. Almost from the time of their
arrival the groups were firmly established, and they did not
relinguish their strict membership or their ideolcgies to any

-

outside influences until the end of thelr existence. The

19. Ibid., p. 46.
20, Wilhelm Hense-Jensen, op. cit., Vol. 1, p. 161,
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erman radical was not too pleased with the complete lack of
ass distinction which was at the time existing within the
rman population in general. Wilhelm Hense-Jensen describes
neir reaction in the following way: "While the educated
mmigrant regarded the elimination of class barriers with
“étisfaction ~ a principle for which he had fought in his
homeland - nevertheless felt gulite put out, when he was
addressed by each and everyone allke, even by the crudest of
'persons, in the familiar thou.”Zl (translation H.H.) The
assertion of their own dignity and intellectual superiority
was, 1f anything, intensified by the status deprivation,througﬁ
emigration. We must here also consider the traditional status
barrier which has always existed in Europe, betweenvthe man
who works with his hands, the worker or artisan, and the pro-
fessional men; and particularly the University man, the
scholar, and literati: praeceptor Germaniae. It is quite
obvious from the general orientation of the radical bourgeois
refugee that they considered themselves on a far superior
level of education than any of the groups in their environment,
and thét they preferred to remain segregated. HEducational
differences haveplways exlsted as status giving devices and
barriers,22 but‘they were developed in Europe to a much greater
degree at the time of the forty-eighter migration than they

had been in the United States. Nevertheless the reflugee group

Ibid., p. 134.
He Heo Gerth and £. W, Mills, From Max Veber, op. cit.,
De 192,

3




1d even more stringently to these status devices in the

:téd States, because cof thelir status deprivation in emigra-
on, and further because they could not readily adjust to the
1tus devices of the dominant culture.

This feeling of intellectual superiority is therefore
faracﬁeristic of this group in all its activities. The re-
11ting closure of their social groups can best be brought out
oy & characteristic incident which occurred in Milwaukee

shortly after the arrival of the forty-eighters. It was the

"Rall der Geschwollenen" (the ball of the swelled ones, or of

the blase).25~ It was a private ball to which only a "certain
number of educated families" were asked, and at which the
wearing of gloves was required. The publiec proteét to this

act was voiced in the scheduling of a public ball for the same
‘night, to which everyone who could afford fifty cents was in-
vited, and it was further stated that neither dresscoat nor
glasses were necessary! This ball was open to all members of
humanity, and no distinction was to be made between workers and
non-workers. (It 1s interesting to notice here that the
relator of this happening, Mr. Hense-Jensen, a forty-eighter

himself, 1s very much on the side of the Geschwollenen. )

The orientation of these clubs were again a reaffirmation
of the free-thinker antli-clerical, and anti-puritan ideology,

alongside with the traditional humanism and antl-slavery

23 Wilhelm Hense-Jensen, op. cit., Vol. 1, pp. 135-36,




22..
rientation. This former ideology led to the establishment of

the freethinker schools. The "Milwaukee Schulverein"

Milwaukee school association), was established in 1851 by

r. Cottfried Aigner, and the "Deutsch-Englische Akademie' was
g . 2[!
established a few years later by Peter Engelman. ©  The purpose

jfor the establishment of the schools was twofold: the teaching
of rational, non-sectarian humanism and the maintenance of the
German language and tradition. These schools introduced such
innovations as the teachings of Darwindsm, of gymnastics,”of
handicraft, and the kindergarten. The schools were of major
importance for this group, for through them they hoped to
transmit and maintain their radical philosophiles.
Besides the social clubs for the maintenance and expression
of the political philosophical orientation of the members, there
grew up around Milwaukee a series of organizations for the
furtherance of German culture. In 1853 the German Theater was
25
started in Milwaukee, as well as a music society. Thelr aim
was the furtherance of the German arts, and it 1s through these
efforts of the group of forty-eighters that NMilwaukee recelved

’

the name of "GCerman Athens". Therewith the narrow status

aspiration was broadened into community pride. It 1s interest-

ing to note that the same names appear over and over again in

connection with all these various functions; newspapers, club-

24, Ibid., Vol. 1, pp. 136-37.
25. Ibido, Volo 1, pp. 150"'55.
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 rship, literary or musical societies.26' Cbviously the
-gighters were the leaders in all these endeavors, even
igh they actually constituted & small part of the German
1lation. The forty-eighters did maﬁage to establish them-
es as the intellectual leaders és well as the political
‘ders, as we shall see later, during aﬁd after the period of
€ivil War, and this leadership was not relinguished until

e new social movement of the social democracy started in the
The rest of the German-American population accepted
this leadership in the intellectual realm, after the first
period of unrest, and when the harsher criticism of some of the
‘,forty—eighters had died down. The people realized that these
intellectual leaders had much to contribute to their social and
political life. The German-American at large then furnished
the audience at the various recitals, lectures, and speéches,
but the leadership and the positions of prominence remained in
the hands of the forty-eighters.

This relationship is best seen in the organization of the
Turner movement. The originator of the Milwaukee Turners was
Edward Schultz, a political refugee from the Baden revolution,
who stérted the Milwaukee branch of the Turners in 1850. He
was joined in the direction of this movement by Franz Anneke,
revolutionary journalist, and later one of the leaders of the

v . . . N .
German-American regiments in the Civil War. In 1853 this

26, Ibid., Vol. 1. Chapters 7 and 8.
27, -Ibid., Vol. 1, pe 156
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vement adopted the name of "Sozialer Turnverein"”" (social

28
rner association). Among its members we find again the

standing forty-eighters, or as lMr. Hense-Jensen puts it:

16 best men of the day". A4As in the German tradition, this
rner soclety was not only coriented toward the building of

rong bodies, eventhough military practices were more

rongly emphasized by the Milwaukee group than had been the

ase in Germany. As a matter of fact the Turners turned into

military regiments during the Civil War. But besides the

physical training the Turners and the Turner Hall was the

center of the social and intellectual life of the forty-eighter

Eroupe.

The hall was used for the various club meetings as well
as for the recitals. The German language was exclusively used

at all the meetings, and the maintenance and furtherance of ’
.German culture was the supreme goal. Membership in the

"Turnverein' was nevertheless not as limited as it was in the

various social clubs. This factor has to be kept in mind,

because it 1s in a faction of this Turnverein that we already
find the ideologlcal seedlings of the social democratic ideol@-
gies which were to develop later. The Turner soclety, in
general, developed along the lines of the other radical move-
ments of the forty-eighters; radicalism gradually diminishing

in importance. The name "Sozialer Turnverein" was abandoned

29 ‘
after the Civil War and only the name Turner remained. This

28. Ibid., Vol. 1, p. 157.
29. Henry Metzner, op. cit., p. 29.



~Symptomatic of the dropping of the ideological radicalism,
elimination of Mirrelevances"”, and there remained the
therance of otherwlse '"value neutral” physical education,
ngside with the maintenance of German tradition and
cuage. I this can be said for the Turner movement in
eral, there still existed a minority of radical members,

ical not in the bourgeols liberal tradition, but in the

ew socialist democratic tradition. We shall return to the

rners when we consider the socialist democratic 1deology in
he latter part of this paper.

The political orientation of this group must now be more
closely examlned. Reviewing their main original aims, the

establishment of a parliamentary democracy, their fight against

the rich landholding nobles, we find that the first already

existed in the United States, while the fight against the upper

classes could not be carried into the United States in the same
form as it had been in Europe, because there existed a differ-
ent and a less defined upper class in the United States at the

time. There remained a twofold orientation to this grou the
" [ 2

. . . Lo
the issue of slavery. As early as 1854 the various "Freimanner

Vereine'(associations of free men) of the United States met in

z

. s e . 30
Louisville to draw up a platform for a new all German party.

This platform incorporated these two main points - war against

50." Anton Eickhoff, op. cit., ppe. 303-05,
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rches, and war agalnst slavery. The party itself never

1y came into existence because of the dilvergent views of

articipants, but the war was nevertheless carried on in

ewspapers, and from the lecture platforms of the various

1 organizations of the forty-eighter element. The splits
in the radical elements were, as already mentioned, in
degree of radicalism within the varlous factions. Their
ranged from the beginnings of the socialist workers

to radical utoplan democracy with aims to abolish the

sidency in the United States as well as the Senate because

ese parts of. the government were believed to be undemocratic,

o0 the majority of the radicals who saw their salvation in the

Republican party. But regardless of thelr disagreements and

of the personal rivalry, which is further characteristic of

this group, they still held strongly to the unifying aspect of
their movement, the German tradition, and their humanistic
rationalism.

The sense of fallure and frustration in the political
sphere, resulting from thelr fallure to establish themselves
in their homeland, alongside their unsatisfactory economic
adjustment in the new country, must be considered in order %o
understand the fervor with thch this group of forty-eighters
supported the Republican party. These men were great ideallists,
and had given their lives to their bourgeols liberal democratic

ideals, tc the extent of lsaving their dear ocnes, their home-

land, and their professions. They had been initially

disappointed by American soclo~political realities, but had not

¥ .
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their dream of achleving the goals of their political
30phye.
The new Republican party contained in its platform two

o
i

;S'Which suited the forty-eighter group. One was

ionism, their main creed since their arrival in the

ed States. These men holding the dignity of the human in-
dual as one of the basic ideals of their philosophy, in a
e Rousseau and Schiller fashion, had been abolitionists

om the day of thelr arrival in the United States. The second
‘[Sue, which also appealed to them strongly, was the central
overnment and: states rights controversy. The forty-eighters,
~having foﬁght for a unification of the German states, were
strong supporters of the central govermnment. The greatest
attraction to the group in the Republican party, stronger than
any specilfic issue, was the fact that it was a new party in
which they could see the reélization of their political and
social ideologies., This was th; place in which they could make
themselves heard and felt. As in all newly formed political
and social movements, there existed a fervor énd emotional
excitement which appealed to these men who were wholehearted
énthusiasts. This was the place where the emotionally frus-
trated radicals could find a new field of endeavor. The
Republican party was founded in Ripon, Wisconsin on March 20,
1854. Many of the German radical leaders were present at the
founding of the party, and two of them were elected aﬁong the

. . s . . 31
vice-presidents of the new political organization. The

5ls Wilhelm Hense-Jensen, op. cit., Vol. 1, p. 171.
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itical careers of such men as Karl Schurtz are too well known

be considered here in detalil. It suffices to say that they

ustrate the fervor and wholehearted support of the majority

this group of political radicals. We must keep in nmind that
Republican party of that day was radical in its demand for
olition, and was further an upstart of the pioneering West.
Abraham ILincoln the forty-eighters found the type of ideal

ader with whom they could very strongly identify themselves.

incoln set his mind to win the German minority and went so

far as to learn the German language in order to address various

German radical groups throughout the country.

% The Civil War again played a peculiar role in the life of

this group of Germans. To them it meant more than the war for
the liberation of the slaves,‘it meant an emotlional reliving

of their own fight for 1iberatién during the revolution of 1848.
This can be seen from some of the correspondence and the poetry
which came out of the German-American regiments during the
Civil War.52 The war constituted to this group thelr fight

for the humanistic liberal'ideals. The war further served to
strengéheh the ties of unity existing between the various
groups of Germans, but this strengthening of German tles only
~led to their further withdrawal from the American culture in
general. The Germans were by choice segregated into theilr own
regiments and companies with their own officers, including

their own generals. The German population, this 1s to say the

52' Ibid.- ’ VOl. 1, ppo 187"920



r-eighters in particular, were well trained officers, most

em‘having played strategic military roles in the revolu-

£ 1848, It is not surprising to see again the outstand-

ames of the German radical community in the highest ranks

he German regiments; such as Franz Anneke the leader of

Turners, Wilhelm Vette, onetime editor of the hewspapers

2

‘ ] ) 3
ner" and "Volksfreund", and Hans Boebel radical writer.

was the main ambition of these troops to make the name of

16 German regiments well known for their outstanding military

hievements. They further wanted to make the American

opulation give them their due recognition as a separate group,
Wwhich knows their duty to their new country, but which, though’
part of the American scene, craves a separate and if at all

possible outstanding, status position. The German histories

of the Civil War are Tilled with accounts of the lack of

recognition for the valor of their troops by the dominant cul-

ture group, and they contain long debates on the intrigues

which the American officers engineered against them in order

34
to rob them of their glory. It might be due to lack of

space that very little of these happenings are recorded in

any of the American histories of the Civil War. Be this as it
"may, the German minority felt that due recognition was not
given to them for their part in the Civil War by the Americaﬁ

population. But for the German-American their men were again

%3. Ibid., Vol. 1, p. 193.

34, Ibid., Vol. 1, pp. 197-210, and Anton Eickhoff, op. cit.,:
ppe. 306-308.
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heroes, as much as they had been the heroes during the

olution of 1848. 1t 1s characteristic of the orientation

his group that they would so bitterly complain against the

of recognition by the American population, whether actual
O 2 k

alleged. It i1s within their whole psychological framework

at they could only consider themselves as superior to the

,eficans in any field of endeavor, whether political philosophy,
literature, or warfare. Thus the war experlience was ambivalent:
t integrated them politically with one of the parties,
identified them with the solvent public issue of the nation,

vet served to draw the group away from further aculturation,

and to immure it further within the tight German-American sub-
soclety. The Americans were attacked by this group as being
chauvinistic, as still adhering»to the Know-nothing orientation
of anti-foreign beliefs, and as being openly discriminatory
against minority groups.

After the Civil War the German radicals returned to theilr
old way of clubs, Turners, and cultural societies. They also
revived some of their old rivalries and the factionalism within
their $wn groups, malinly concerning pollitical philosophies.

Their hopes for achieving their goals in the Hepublican party i
.were soon dispelled during the pericd of reconstruction. The
Republican party lost its emotional appeal, having developed

out of the stage of enthusiasm into the routinization55 of

machine politics. The German element realized that their
P

35. Use of the concepts after Max iWeber.

¥
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deologies were by no means safely incorporated in the Repub~-

ican party, and that their importance within the ranks of the
érty was usually reduced to the occasional post of treé;urer
 thin the local or national branches of the party.56 To the
épublican party the German element represented just another

minority whose vote they had to win, and they knew how to

do it.

We must consider two points which are of importance in the
German radical group in this stage of its development. One was
the economic prosperity which followed the Civil War, and the
other was the advancing age of the forty-eighters. The general
prosperity did not pass by the German group; it was rather in
this period that the great fortunes which later characterized

this group were started. German-Americans became the leading

industrialists of Milwaukee, in the tanning industry, in beer

37
brewing, and in trade. Economic success resulted in

political moderation; he who enjoys the good things of this

world has less cause to dream of a better World{ The vicissi-

tude of business life demanded attention and the group turned

toward "this worldly", economic aims, away from their "other-

worldly" idealism, and a lessening of their radical critical

view of some of the conditions in the United States was the

result. It is in this period that the Turners dropped the

name "Sozialer Turnverein", and it is also in this period that

36. Wilhelm Hense-Jensen, op. Cit., Vol. 1, p. 225,
37. Ibid., Vol. 1, p. 216.




ewspapers took to a more comservative orientation,

This 1is not to say that the newspapers abandoned their
completely, but rather there started within the news-

s, as well as within the various clubs, agitation for a
xlity of issues, instead of the, until then existing,

lete negative criticism. The main point of attack of the

p now concentrated on such issues as Sunday Blue Laws,
hibition, and women's suffrage. These issues were as widely
d hotly debated and championed as their radical political
eals had been defended. The Germans were particularly vocal
n prohibition; which they considered as an infringement upon
heir personal liberty. Both their beer and thelr personal
liberty were very close to their hearts, both being part of
their social and philosophic Way of life.

If their political orientation was somewhat slackéned,

the social intellectual orientation became even more accentu-
ated. With their ascent to wealth, came the demand for more
luxury in their clubs, more ostentatious musical and

theatrical entertainment, and greater status differentiation
within their own sub-society. Wealth was added to the status
qualifications of the social groups, alongside of intellectual-
ism and philosophic orientations. Business success 1s dependent
upon, and contributive to, wider contacts with American 1ife
generally. It promotes assimilation. It 1s not surprising
that there began to exist more and more factions within this
sub-society where at one point there had existed only differ-

entiation according to bourgeois liberal democratic
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ientation. It 1s during this perlod that we can also notice

e appearance of Americanlized names, mostly among the newer

dustrialists.

The advancement in the age distribution, which we men-

ioned above, contributed to the changes which occurred in the

group considerably. The general lessening of the radical

tensions which can be seen in the group, are, we feel, somewhat

connected with the advancing age, (going together with soclal

nd economlic ascent), be 1t the advancing age of a revolution-

ary movement or of a groups. The diéillusionment in their ‘ ' ‘
failure of achieving their ideals must have become more
prominent in the minds of the leaders of the group. The
apparent result being either complete rejection, or the

channeling of activities into different orientations, in this

case economic ones. There nevertheless existed in this group

such men as Karl Heinzen who never became reconciled to the

American scene,

-

and who died as much an ideal radical as he

had started. But he must be considered as an sxtreme case

rather than as an average forty-eighter; he died as a poor

radical journalist,

edbing a paper which never surpassed a
circulation of five hundred copies, but which was an example
of the purest radical bourgeols liberal democratic ideology.
There were also such men as Carl Schurtz who soon accepted.

1.1

the view that "there were no other politics than American

38, Carl Wittke, Against the Current, the 1life of Karl Heinzen.
University of Chicago Press, Chicago, ITll. 1945,
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litics", thereby giving up the whole traditional background
the forty-eighters, and as his career indicates, becoming
American politico. These two men can be considered as
presenting two extremes of the aculturation process of this
oup.

One more indlication of the change of the German forty-
ighter gfoup is in thelr continuocus strong adherence to the
iepublican party. The Republican party uwnderwent thé changes
from a radical frontier upstart to the representatives of the
corporate industrialists and farm block interests in the United
’States. The German forty-eighter group, and their descendants
somewhat kept pace with this development, and as far as their

voting behavior had been recorded, which is until the early

1900's, they have remalned loyal to the Republican party.




Analysis of the forty-elighters

Following the statement of our problem, we must now Try

to assess the factors which account for the rejection and/or
acceptance of the ideclogical framework presented by this
group.of political refugees.

Starting with the factors which led to the rejection of
this group, we find that the most prominent factor is the
isolation into which this group finally settled in 1ts exist-
ence in the United States. True, the period of isolation was
preceded by a period of enthusiastic reception by both the
older German settlers and by the American population as well.59
The German radicals were considered as the heroes of the fight
for democracy, as the very learned intellectuals, which they
actually were, and generally as the "quaint but interesting
foreigners™. This enthusiastic period was soon followed by a
"cooling off" period, where the interest gradually changed to
one of hostility. This hostility came to the fore particularly
as soon as the refugees started to attempt economlic adjustments;
at this point they began to constitute a threat in economic
competition.

We feel that the evolution from the interest to the grad-

ct

ual dislike of the status of the radical group in the United
States can be applied to all immigrant groups alike. The

usual trend of development is from the delight in the gquaint-

39, Anton Eickhoff, op. cit., pp. 301-303.
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ess in manner, dress, and speech, toward the forelgners with

heir "lousy" English.

In the case of the German forty-eighter we must add the
ihtensifying factor of their own clannishness. The mental Te6-
1ation in which this group found itself, due to external as
Wéll as internal pressures, was more prevalent in the socilal
aspects of thelr group 1life, than it was in the economic
'dspects. Tt was in the family 1ife, in the recreational acti-
vities and in the intellectual activities, that this group
remained almost completely isolated. For their intellectual
activities particularly, they found no satisfactory outlets
outside their own group. In all fairness to the American
scene at the time, the intellectual developments of the Mid-
west can be said to have been nil. These men, with their
highly advanced acédemic training could not possibly find a
common ground with the American population of frontier orien-
tation and background. It is therefore not surprising to see
the most stringent adherence toc the traditional group patterns
in their social setting, which is characterized most strongly
by the maintenance of the basic aspects of thelr own life
orientation. |

Te feel that for a satisfactory explanation of the mental
isolation of this group we must direct our focus of attention
on the socio-psycheological orientation of the forty-eighters.
The complete devotion of these men to thelr socio-political
ideal, resulted in a particularl psychological orientation,

and this combined with the historical situation of the United
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ates, produced the social configurations which can be ascer-
ained in the Way‘of 1life of this group. The social situation
£ the Middle VWest, that is to say of the frontier socclety with
ts dynamic and rapid changes, forced thls group into a socilal
context to which their orlentation was in no way adjustable.
fhe initial disilliusionment of the German revolution and itsA
gilure, the complete changes in thelr soclal, economic and
political status position, produced the social pattern which we
find among this group.
We can characterize the ideals of this group as liberal
40

and humanitarian. The term humenitarian idealist must be
supplemented with thelr orientation of_”revolutionary" nation-
alistic bourgeous democracy, and their "traditionalist" orien-
tatioﬁ\@ith regard to their cultural life and values. This
combinatibn of "traditionalistic" oriented humanitarianism, in

the case of the forty-eighter, led them to apply their
//—/_\,_.
/ ideologies to a completely foreing situation, and most of their
fallure can be accounted for on this particular point. The
German radical never attempted To understand the social
situation in which there existed almost none of the basic neces-
sary for their acceptance, and which was therefore almost wholly

unresponsive. The forty-eighter did not reallze that he and his

isology were entirely premature Iin the social situation of the

40. Karl Mannheim, Ideology and Utopia, Harcourt, Brace and
" Company, New York, p. 197.
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ominant culture. %When this attempt failed, they turned to
helr only remaining solution, the retention and maintenance

f thelr philosophical and cultural legacy, without any con-

tructive ideas for the future. We feel that it 1s character-

istic of this group, and their complete devotion to their

vtopimn humanitarian ideals, that they were apparently unable
to-realize that thelir orientation was the result of a

\\
partioulﬁﬁ\focial configuration of 19th century Europe. This
group rathe$ felt that theirs was a universal ideology, univer-

sally applléable, and to be realized in all socleties of the

D
vortg

Thelr initial psychological orientation can best be
characterized by a feeling of highest'eXpéctations which soon
changed into complete rejection. This group arrived in the
Tnited States with the expectation of finding true Jefferson-
ian democracy in action. The socio-political orientation was
in full accord with Jeffersonian democracy. What they did find
was a frontier society with all the drawbacks of this particu-
lar sogial constellation, such as the corruption in politics,
the rapid changes within the social structure, the low level of
development of the fine arts and the cultural aspects of the
society in general, etc. These men were in no way equipped to
deal with this particular social setting; their background being
an academic one, and their orientationb eing utoplan idealism,
their attitude was one of rejection. To this we must add the
fact that they meant to stay but temporarily, they were prepar-

ing for their return to Europe, and therefore felt themselves

2
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ee to criticize the situation without endangering their own
[

N

rientation. The fact that they were to remain in this social

]itua;ién\was only realized when they could no longer reverse
N\

\

//< . \\ 'y o ' -
héir attitudes of rejection and presumed superiority.
]
Theiﬂisaﬂation was therefore first self-created, and
{
i

he 'sglf-made barrier which this group could no longer

ot
[¢]
i
i
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surmownt. The isclation in which the group lived was the
result of the vacuum which they themselves had largely created.

This vacuum existed against the American population, as well

as to a certain extent agalinst the German settlers. It is in
this situation. that the forty-eighters were almost completely
dependent upon themselves, and in which they developed.

The barrier of the isolation were strengthened by various

factors. The first of these factors being the disillusionment

in their own political failure, the realization that thelr

revolutionary movement in Germany would not start again, and

that thev were destined to remain in the United States. Added
to this is the nostalgla of the group, which reinforced thelr
attachment to German culture and tradition. The German

;

nationalism of this group was, if anything, strengthened after
5 : J 8

thelr physical separation from the homeland. One more factor
must be added to this, and that is thelr comparatively

unsatisfactory economic adjustment to the American scene until

after the Civil ¥War. The lack of economic success was to them

a constant reminder of thelr mental dlstance from thelir

environment, and it was a continuous reaffirmation of the lack

of appreciation and recognition of their intellectual merits

¥
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 the new environment. It must be kept in mind that in their
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a satisfactory outlet for their socioc-political
rientation, the maintenance of thelr intellectual heritage
ecame their main concern. Because of their felt want of
ecognition, the group took on many of the characteristics of
nativism. It differed from a true nativistic movement

however, in their lack of any concrete goal striving, and was.
her oriented toward the maintenance of the group in its

ting fashion. Even in this respect they were never wholly
uccessful, because the group was progressively split into
political radical and semi-radical sects. The gradual economic
‘distinctions which enﬁered the group due to differential
economic achievements, was another factor Whioh further divided
the unity of the forty-eighters. The one common element in the
way of l1life of the group was the preservation of thelr cultural
heritage, the language, the literature, and their particular
way of 1ife.

One other factor must be added to complete the picture.
nis 1s the self~-centered feeling of superiority of the group.
This snobbery comes out best in thelr refusal to learn the
English language. This can not be attributed to a principal
aversion to learn foreign languvages, because most of these men
knew the classical languages, but rather it was the result of

the feeling of the group that they could not gain anything by
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arning English. They missed the lack of fine arts and their
/

opreciation in the United sStates, the lack of-manners, refined

ess, and behavior patterns among the American people. One

sm and the ewmotional religliosity of the common people, and
] 34 ke 2

fe orientation. In general they

their lack of a rational 11 g
et that the American people were on such a low level of
cultural development in all its spheres, that any form of
_close assoclation with the American population was below their
intellectual standards. This orientation toward the low level
of cultural achie&ement of the American people was shared
along with the forty-eighter group, by a number of European
travelers in the United'States at that time.

Undoubtedly the general snobbery of the group did have
some of its origins in the general insecurlity of the group
resulting from their somewhat unsatisfactory adjustment to the
dominant culture, in those spheres of life where they had to
interact with the dominant culture. Thelr sncbbery here can

the competitive

F
BN

be seen 1In the light of anxlety and
economic situation; the snobbery providing them with a means
to avoid the competitive situations.

In terms of social groupings, this group can be sald to

resemble a sect. The ethnocentrism of the group was unusually

41, John Graham Brooks, As Others See Us, The NMacmillan Company,
New York, 190€.
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strong because of their almost complete lack of interaction
with the main culture. They represented an isolated sub-society

within American culture, and the isolation was carefully main-

tained from within, more strongly than it was maintained from

without.

We must therefore reformulate the problem of rejection of

their socio-political ideology. It was not so much the.fact
that the ideology of the group was rejected, than the fact
that the group never actually attempted to advance their ideas
before the general public in the English language. This can
well be seen in:the fact that it was never attempted by the
group to reformulate their bourgebis political ideology to fit
the American scene. There was further never any attempt by the

group to apply any of their soclo-political orientation out-

side thelr own sub-society. There was actually little attempt
to even make their specific views known to the American public,
Judging from the fact that very féw of their writings were
everltranslated, and that none of their prominent radical
writers ever attempted to write for American newspapers and
periodicals.

Another consideration in the failure of their ideologies
to take hold is the fact that the American social situation of
the day was almost completely unfit for their socio-political
orientation. The democratic constitutional form of government
did exist, there were no monarchs to be attacked, and there
exisﬁed no clearly defined upper classes, In the sense of the

closed upper classes of German landowners. But the group was

B
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dissatisfied because of their utopian orientation. The demo-

cratic form of government in existence did not coincide with

thelr expectations, and led them to advance such gueer ideas
~as the abolition of th¢ presidency and the senate to make the
government more fitting to thelr ideal conception. They fur-
ther were dissatisfied with the two party system, and even
more so with the spoil system and with corruption. This dis-
satisfaction accounted for thelr strong support of the new
Republican party, and their hopes for the realization of their
bourgeois liberal democratic ideology. Two factors within the
contemporary scene were completely contradictory to’their
political orientation, and 1t was in that direction that the
group did orient most of ‘thelir activities. These factors wers
s}avery, and the widespread religious sectarianism. The first
oné was solved during the'ﬁivil-War, but it would be extremely
hérd to say what influence’the German radicalism had in this
direction, except for their actual participation in the
fighting, and the general preference of German immigrant sett-
lers for the non-slavery North. The forty-eighters, of course,
neither helped to bring about the war, nor could they have
hastened its arrival. On the issue of anti-clerical activities
it must be admitted that this group, or their socilo-political
orientation, did not instigate any far reaching innovations.
Rather they maintaihed thelr own freethinker schools, and
thereby evaded the problem again by withdrawal and isolation.
In summary 1t can be stated that the socio-political

. . . . . I
ldeodogy which was introduced, or more correctly which was

®
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rought, by the German political refugees to the United States

;after the’revolution of 1848, never took hold in the United
States. It can not very well be stated that the ideology was
:rejected by the American people, because the forty-eighters
never consciously and openly tried to Introduce their ideology
to the United States public. Ve feel that this lack of
accepbance was primarily due to the fact that no serious
attempts were made by the political radicals to, in any way,

adjust their soclo-political ideologiles to the American scene.

The main point in the failure of the group in introducing
thelr ideologies was however thelr own soclo-psychological
orlientation which resulted in their complete isolation, and in

their fostered unwillingness to adjust their ideologies, or

their 1life orientation, to the.existing social situation in

any way. This unwillingness, or inability to adjust, must

again be seen in their socic-psychological orientation toward

the alms, goals, and aspirations of the group. These men and
women were so strongly identified with the bourgeols liberal
utopian ideals, they were so devoted to this orientation, and
they félt that they had given so much to these ideals, that

any deviation or any alteration in their ideological structure
wasimpossible for them. The retrospective maintenance of their
heritage therefore became the focal interest and orientation of
the group.

The rejection or lack of infelunce of the radical forty-

eighter ideologies 1s nevertheless not a complete one. ' But

we must not look for the taking over of the soclo-political

L}
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"éologies in thelr totality, demands for "German unity and
iberty" were remote and insignificant issues for the United
tates citizen, but rather for certain aspects of the reéult
f this particular orientatioh. In this way we find the in-
luences of the forty-elghters, or of the forty-eighter groups,
in various aspects of the dominant culture. The introduction
of the kindergarten and the teachings of gymnastics in the
American school systems, as well as certain teaching methbds,
are the result of the work of this group.42 The radical group
can be pointed to as being the originators of the general
interest in the fine arts which developed in their time in and
around Milwaukee.‘ There were started a numbér of American
societies in Milwauvkee for the furtherance of the fine arts
which were actual coples of the German musical and literary
societies. We must further keep in mind the role played by the
radical’group in the early life of the Kepublican party. Even
though theilr influeﬁce was not a lasting one, they did
represent a strong faction in the political orientation of the
party gntil the end of the Civil War. A further, more general
influence of the fOrty—eighters can be seen in their advance-
ments of technological improvements in the industrial fields
43
and in the field of agriculture. The eventual turning of

[l

this group to economic pursuits and the excelling therein was

42. Wilhelm Hense-Jensen, op. cit., Vol. II, pp. 183-204.
43. Albert Bernhardt Faust, The Germen Element in the United

- States, Houghton Mifflin Company, New York, 1909, Vole 11,
Pp. 28-76.
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vas one of the means of adjustment for this group, and their

rientation in this direction developed into how to brew the

fhy

:est beer, get ﬁhe best crop returns, etc. We find in this
srientation a great deal of specialization of interests; the
irowing of the best apples, or the raising of the best plgs,
44 . . .

tc. The influence of one faction of this radical group can
further be seen in one speciflc aspect of the dominant cUlture,
and that is the influences of the artisan workers in the early
beginningé of the labor unions. We shall return to this point
below.

It is only. these speciflic issueswhich can be mentioned in
so far as the acceptance of the ildeologlies of this particular
group is concerned. We nevertheless must add to this that

the German group Was quite prbud of the success in the intro-
duction of these aspects of their cultural 1life into the
dominant culture. This we feel can only be understood if it

is kept in mind that education and "culture" were the focal
points of their orientation. They felt that theilr contribution'
to the dominant culture was one of having raised the level of
cultural development of the American soclety.

We must nevertheless conclude that the malin body of their
soclo-political orientation was rejected by the American

society. The failure of the introduction of the bourgeois

44, Ibid., Vol. II, pp. 37-39.

i
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r bera1 democracy into the American culture is however a
rrof of the course of development of this particular ideology
 oughout the world. In the long run, bourgeois liberal
emocracy failed in attalining its goals wherever 1t was

‘ 45

ttempted. An analysis of this particular utopian mentality
/111 point out some of 1ts crucial weaknesses, and will at the
same time clarify the ideclogical position of the forty-
éighters and their particular adjustment pattérn. Guoting
Karl Mannheinm: "The utopia of the liberal humanitarian mental-
ity is the 'idea'....the idea is rather conceived of as the
goal projected intoc the infinite future whose functlon 1t is

to act as a mere regulative device in pundane affairs....

Where it is not possible to follow this path, (the attainment
of their political goal igalics, H.H.)....the utopia was intro-
verted and assumed a subjectlve tone. Here the road to

progress was not sought in external deeds....but exclusively

46

in the inner constitution of man and its transformation."
The theoretical construction which Mannheim presents
would séem to fit the attitude of the forty-eighters. The
concentration on the inner constitution of man is found in

the preoccupation of this group with the liberal humanitarian
philosophy, and education; as well as thelr precccupation with
theoretical norms rather than concrete reality. It was neces-

sary for all these liberal bourgeols groups to construct their

45, Arthur Rosenberg, op. cit., p. 362.
46, Karl Mannheim, op. cit., pp. 197-98.




n . world if they were to maintain thelr bourgeois liberal

ientation. And this is exactly what the forty-eighter group

d in the United States, and this is also why they failed to

%

roduce their ideology into the predominant culture. Theirs
as not a conversion ideology. This group, along with the

hole bourgeols liberal movement had two major weaknesses, its

Historically the whole soclio-political movement stood between

:the upper classes‘of soclety and the aftisam workers. Their
_orientation was. too subjective to clearly see their position
and act accordingly,’and thelfailurekof this group in the
Uhited States is‘ankexamplekof this p&rticulgr Weakness, as

- well as of the eventual failﬁre of the liberal ideology. The

subjective or "other-worldly" orientation, in the sense of

concentration on the development of the individual, character-

ized the forty-eighters, with the exception of a few, and at

the same time prevented them from any concrete participation

in the actual social situaticons of their time. Their parti-
cipation in the Civil ¥War 1s an exception to this general
behavior pattern, because of the initially revolutionary

orientation of the group. The Civil War presented the group

with a situation to which they had been previously oriented,
and for which they had specifilc norms of action.

From the picture we have thus far presented of the bour-

geols liberal group 1t can be seen that the question of
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acculturation would be a difficult one to answer, as far ag the
whole group is concerned. lie therefore will only attempt to
state a few generalizations which we feel can be seen in the
patterns of the group. The group can be analyzed as falling
within three general groups. The first group is the group
where the processes of acculturations can least be noted. It
is the group which most rigorously refused to learn the English
language; the group which did not attempt, or which was not
able to make the economic ad justment; the group which can be
said to be the most conservative in relinquishing their
philosophical utopian ideas; the group which had the strongest
preoccupation with "other-worldly" orientation; and the group
which lived éxclusively'within the German sub-community and
sub-culture. The second gréup can bé charécterized by seeking
and finding social status in the dominant culture by the
exposition of their cultural heritage; they were the teachers,
the artists, the writers, and newspaper men, their status was
one of marginality between the two cultural groups, and their
acculturation was gradual and never complete. The third group
includés those men who sought status in the dominant culture
due to economic achievements; they were the developers of
technology, of scientific farming, of industry, and of trade;
by entering the economic competition their acculturation process
was the fastest of the group of refugees.

The acculturation process of this group can therefore be

considered as occurring at differential speeds. We feel that

regardless of the speed of the acculturation process within_




504
the group, aculturation was never completed, or even approxim-
ated by the group. The social ties, and the genefal patterns
of living were too much a part of all these factions within
the group to break down. e find only true processes of
aculturation in the second generation of this group, and that
only at the cost of the complete rejection of the bourgeois
liberal tradition. The end of the forty-sighter group and of
the movement can rather be characterized by a physical dieing
out of the membership, and of their specific way of life. The
problem of aculturation of the second and third generations of
this immigrant. group 1s one that can not be considered as the
aculturation problem of the group, and therefore will not be

treated heres.
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The socio=-political ideology of soclalist democracys
the Sociallst Party

The beginnings of the socialist democratic ideologies in

the United States can not be as preclsely sald to include one

group of political refugees, as it was the case of the bour-
geols liberal democrétic ideology. The socialisﬁ soclio- |
political ideologies can rather be found in.two groups of
refugees, the two groups being gradually merged. The first of
these groups was a relatively small faction of the overall

forty—eighter'group; this group constituted the artisan workers

and journeymen who were to form the earliest labor unions in

the United Sta%és and who split very early during their stay
in the United States from the boukgeois ideologies of the
forty-eighters. Thésé are the men Who bélohged to the
Weltling soclalist groﬁp, the Knights of Labor, and who were
proﬁinent in the establishment of the American Federation of
Labor. The second group, who were the later arrivals in the

United States, were political refugees from the Bilsmark regime,

and they brought with them the soclallist democratic ideclogies. )
We must flrst of all, before dealing with the social
movements whilch were the result of this soclo-political
orientation, conslder some of the basic philcsophies of the
soclialist democratic ideclogy. We already defined the social-

ist democratic ideology as striving for self-government of the

masses, whereby socially important means of production should

47
be owned by the community. The main difference between

47. Arthur Rosenberg, op. cit., pp. 355-57.
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socialist ideology and bourgeois liberal ideology, a differ-
ence which in the course of the two movements becones of
paramount importance, is the very conscious concentration of

t

e

the socialist ideology on the social structure in which

exists. Unlike the bourgeois liberal ideology 1t sees the
realization of its utopia not in an indefinite future, but in
the fall of the capitalistic system. The basic orientation

of the socialist ideology then is one of actibn; of chénging
the existent social situation, while the basic orientation of
the bourgeols liberal ideology had been one of subjective self
developmenf. "The liberal's sense of indeterminism was based
on faith in an immediate relationship to an absolute sphere of
ethical imperatives- to the idea itself.....Socialist mentality,

in a far more fundamental sense than the liber%;'idea, repre-

sents a redefinition of utopia in terms of reality....The road»
which leads from things as they are to the realization of the
48

idea is already staked out historically and socially."  The
sociélist ideology whether revolutionary or e?olutionary,
always strives for some influence in the existing social situ-
ation ﬁgwﬁring their utopia closer to its realization. If we
are therefore to deal with the socio-political ideology of
~soclalist democracy, we must deal with definite political

movements, or with such semi-political social movemenbs as the

labor unions, in order to see the influences of this particular

48. Karl Mannheim, op. cit., pp. 219-220.
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ideology which was introduced intc the American soclety by
German refugee gfoups. We can not, as in the case of the
forty-eighters, look at their soclo-cultural configurations and
receive a somewhat complete picture of the workings and appli-
cations of their ideologies. The soclo-political orientation
of the 1iﬁeral<iemooratic group was such that the implications
of thelr idteogies were precisely found within their socio-
cultural settings. This 1is not the case with the socialist
democratic orientation. Here we are rather confronted with an
orientation which is primarily political, and not an. orienta-
tion where politics is only one aspect of the overall orienta-
tion.

It must be stated at the outset of the:study -of the Germaﬂ
socialistic ideology and 1its development in the Uriited States,
that we will never claim that the introduction of the soclalist
ideology into the United States was solely the work of the
German refugees. But we feel that theilr role in the develop-
ment of the soclalist ideologies in the Unitéd States was a
very important one, and their influences and leadership in the
develoéﬁent of this ideology in the Middle West, and particu-
larly in Milwaukee was decisive. We shall bnly deal with the
soclalist movement until approximately 1910, By 1910 the
movenment was,completely routinized and the influences of the
German radicalgroup can no longer be clearly seen.

Wé will not deal here with the American phases of the
Fourier.and Owen movements, and the systems of utoplan

soclalism which they represent. It i1s only interesting to

*
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note that ideologically and historically these movements repre-
sent a linkage between the bourgeois liberal democratic
ideology, and the soclalistic democratic ldeology. Even though
these colony enterprises run in one form or another concurrently
with the socialistic movements in the United States, their
conmnection is rather a'distant one.

There are two aspects in the soclalistic ideology which
must be kept in mind, and which set this social movement on an
entirely different plane from the liberal ideology. These two
aspects aré internationalism and class-consciousness, as over
against the strong nationalism and the lack of well defined
class categories in bourgeols liberal ldeology.

Historically we are here further déaling with different
periods. The bourgeols liberal tradition of the forty-eighters
in the United States represented the end of a social movement
which had its beginning in the late 18th and early 19th century.
The socialist ideoclogy when 1t was Introduced into the Tnited
States was more or less the beglnning of the ideology through-
out Europe, and at the very early stages of its development.
Socialist democratic ideology has its origin in the rise of
industrialism, bourgeois liberal democracy has its origin in
the French revolution and in the Reformation.

It is also important to keep in mind that the membership
of the two movements comes from different soclal strata. len

of property, the intellectual, and the academition with their

bourgecls background made up the core of the liberal movement.
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e main body of the membership of the sociallstic movement is
rawn Irom the strata of the working classes, and the intellec-
ual only plays an occasional role in the movement.

It is therefore not surprising that we find the earliest’
developments of the socialist ideologles within the German
immigrant groups of the forty-elighters. There were among the
forty-eighters a minority of artisan workers. They had
constituted part of the fort;—eighters during the revolutlon
and during thelr earlier stay in the United States. But as
soon as the group settled down to reestablish thelr former way
of 1ife, these worker groups were soon excluded from the
general "genteel" intellectual life of the forty-eighter group.
They constituted the group which waged the war against the

"Geschwollenen" (the swelled ones). One branch of the Turners

was under the leadership of Heinrich Loose who was the first
supporter in the German refugee group of the Communist

L3 49 . 3 L3 (3 3
Manifesto. Thers also existed among the varlious singing
societies of the forty-eighters one that was called the
"Arbeiter Gesang Verein" (worker!s singing society), and among
the politically and intellectually oriented clubs of the forty-
elghters there existed the "Association der Arbeiter" (the
50

association of the workers). This assoclation of the workers

were followers of Wilhelm Wei%ling's theory of social harmony.

50. Wilhelm Hepse-Jensen, op. clt., Vol. II, pp. 80-9€.

51. Herman Scluter, Die Anfange der Deubtschen Arbeliterbewegung
in Amerika, Verlag von J.H.W. Dletz Nachfolger, Stuttgart,
1907, pp. 49-120.

1‘;
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Weitling, a political German refugee, was active in New York
 at the time, and most of his influence was within the eastern
parts of the United States; None of these groups mentioned
 so far can actually be termed socialist in their ideology,
in the sense of the ideology developed by social democratic
party, but they represented the faction of the German refugees
w@%ch were not in accord with the dominant liberal bourgeoils
géeology. There existed factions even within these left
wingers of the refugee group. There were certain groups which
favored the older ideology of Weitling's social harmony, as
over against the newer ideology of Lassalle.52 The period up
until 1886 was further characterized bykthe‘friction between
the socialists and the anarchist,ideologies, and the continuous
struggle between the various factions. Marxism was further
introduced bylthe German newspaper "Phalanx" edited by Gustav
Granl after the Civil War. - .

But all this factionalism within the general socialistic

tradition was primarily the result of the general economic

conditions of the country. It was not until the middle 1870's

that the industrialization of the community was such that the

52. lLagsalle, like Weitling was a strict follower of the Marx-
ian doctrine.. His emphasis was general suffrage for the
workers, and demands that the state should aid the product-
ive cooperatives of the workers. He founded the General '
German Workers! Socilety in 1863 which was the first
independent working class party in Germany. He differed
from Weitling's orientation in his emphasis on concrete
actions and his support of organized labor.

Theodor Miller, op. cit., p. 8.
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socialistic ideologies could actually take hold. The work of
Joseph Brucker and his newspaper fhe "Sozialist" were primarily
organs of agitation of a comparatively small group, and which
historically served only as an indication of the developments
that were to come.

- We must now concentrate on the development and the growing
strength of the labor unions, to see the gradual preparation of
the ground for the socialistic ideology. The German workers

who came to the United States with the forty-eighter group
~were primarily skilled artisan workers. It was during the
great development of the industries following the Civil War
that these groups of workers started organiZihg into craft
unions. The German group of workers were from the beginning
strongly organlzed because théy had the additional advantage
of strong group tles besides being members of the saﬁe trade.
It is therefore not surprising that the official newspaper of
the brewers union was written in German, and that most of all

54
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the early union meetings were held in the various Turner Halls.

Some of the early unions in Milwaukee had almost exclusive
German membership, such as the case of the cigarmakers'uni@n,
+ - : /

the printers, the brewerst the carpenters, etc.

Another aspect of the early German labor unions in the

United States was theilr strong political orientation. Unlike

54. Hermann chater, The Brewing Industry and the Brewery
Workers'! Movement in America, published by the International
TUnion of United Brewery Workmen of America, Cincinnati,
1910, pp. 265-270.




the labor unions which had American worker membership, these

labor unions at the same time represented the socialist orien-

5tation. This can be seen in the fact that the branch of the

Pirst International which was founded in Milwauvlke in 1874 had

an exclusively German membership. The existence of the

First International nevertheless was only two years; after this

time there again occurred splits over ideological matters and

the movement disintegrated. The political orientation of the
IR
labor unions must nevertheless be kept in mind, because it
14

was on this aspect that they differed from the American worker
groups, and this political orientation of the German labor

groups was to become the core of the Socialist Party in its

earlier existence.

‘The decade between 1880 and 1890 can be easily character-
ized as the earliest development of the various socialistic,

communistic and anarchistic ideologies. It is in this decade

that these ideologies were differentiated, that they were'
defined and that the various followers of the ildeclogies

gradually grouped themselves around the specific ideologles and

leaders.

This was the decade which saw the Knights of Labor at the
height of its development with the strikes in 1886 for the

eight-hour day. The German element was not too strongly

55. Theodor Miller, op. cit., pp. 1lz2-16.
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represented in the Knights of Labor because of the lack of the
political orientaﬁion of the group; the Enights of Labor
rather had its strongest following in the Irish and English
—

workers. This is not to say that the German workers dild not
strongly participate in the strikes for the eight-hour day.

The German element at that time was under the leadership

of a Marxian socialist, Paul Grottkau, editor of the

"Arbeiterzeitung'" (worker's paper) which he founded in 1886 in

Milwaukee. Paul Grottkau belonged to the later group of
refugees from the Bismarkian regime. He had been a member of
the German Reichstag but was forced to leave Germany under the
Socialist Law of 1878 which sought to suppress the Social
Democratic party;56 Paul Grottkau was a printer by profession,

§

and he edited the "Arbeiterzeltung" besides keeping up his

profession, and he also was an active labor leader in the
German 'Central Labor Union' as well. The fight for the
eight-hour day, in which Grottkau took active part both in
writing and also persconally, led to riots in Milwaukee on

May 4,r1886 in which the militia was called out by the governor.
Paul Grottkau was arrested and sentenced to a one year prison
term.57

The anarchist movement achleved 1ts height also in the

same year, terminating in the Hay Market riots of May 1, 1886,

56. Ibid., ppe. 21-23.
57. Wilhelm Hense-Jdensen, op. cit., Vole. ITI, pe. 89,
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The anarchists had a very strong following among the German

radical element in Milwaukee. Their "Lehr und WehrVersin!

(education and defense organization) was a branch of the
Turners. Among thelr leaders we find such men as the father

, o8 ,
of one of the later soclalist mayors of MNilwaukee. The main
objective of the "Lehr and Wehr Verein" was military training
for the revolution, and the activities of the whole movement
were in the spontanecus tradition of the anarchist idelogy.
The movement lost most of its support in Milwaukee after the
Hay Market riots.

On the American political front we find such developmenté
ags the Union Labor Party or the People's Party as it was
usually referred to. In this movement we find such various
factions as the money-reform groups, the trade unions, the

Knights of Labor and the soclalistic German labor organizations.

During the elections of 1886 this group elected various state

-

. 9 ’
and city officials in Wisconsin and Milwaukee. By 1888 this

fusion group of various political 1deologies was already dis-
integrating, and the first group to withdraw was the radical
3001a1ist group under Grottkau's leadershlp,

It is interesting to note that after the elections of
1886 there came into existence in Milwaukee a citizen's

committee which was in direct opposition to the Union Labor

party, and in this committee we find again the names of the

53, Material from interview with Mr. Theodor Miller.
59. Wilhelm Hense-Jensen, op. cit., Vol. II, p. 89.
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leading forty-eighters. The socialist wing of the radicals was

at that time already very far removed, in membership and in

ideology, from the older radical bourgeoils liberal groups - This

cormittee published a resolution with the following main
points: -"The citizen's movement want 1t to be known that it

is in no way in contradiction with honest work.....2ut when the

working class organizes itself into a political party, this

action must be detrimental to the interest of the community.

A democracy can not be reconciled with the ruling of cne

60 ‘ \
It is quite obvious where

clasSe.e.o " (translation H.H.)
the interest of the liberal bourgeols forty-eighters was
focused. four decades after their arrival in the United States.

The split of the sociallst group from the Uniéniﬂabor

party led to a period of estrangement between groups, which

at that time was almost exclusively made up of German Workeré,
and the organized native labor groups. The Union Labor party
was soon faéed with the Populist party, and it Was during this
periocd of estrangement that the soclalist movement started 1ts
real beginning.

Oﬁe more organization must be mentioned, and this was the
Soclalist Labor Party which was. organized in New York in 1877,

~and which scon thereafter opened a branch in Milwaukee. The

membership of this party was again almost completely German,

and for the first fifteen vears of the existence of the party

60. Ibid., p. 92.
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German was used in its convention, as well as in the party

organ which was "Der Sozialist" (the socialist) edited in New

New York by Hugo Vogt.6l Thiskparty was very strong among the
German workers in Milwaukee until the Socialilst Labor Party
was almost entirely taken over by Daniel De Leon and his
strict advocation of industriai unionism. The-split which

occurred in the party in 1900 brought the German elements

within the Socialist Labor party into the ranks of the, then

57
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newly formed, Soclalist Party. We will return to this faction

later in the discussion. - -

We must now consider some of the immigration elements

which were instrumental in the introduction of the socialist

ideologies Into the United States. The immigration of the
forty-eighter group was well over by the year 1856. From that
time én the German immigration was comparatiﬁely slight, and
aid iny take on larger proportions again by the year 1882.

in thit vear the German lmmigration to the United States is
estimated at over a quarter of a million. It 1s not as much

he number of the Immigrants, but the social strata which

they represented, that 1s of Importance to us. The immigrants
were primarlily made up of the working class who came to the
United States because of the breakdown of the Social Democratic

Party, and further because of the expanding industries in the

61. Henry Fuhn and Clive M. Johnson, The Socialist Labor Party,
Wew York Labor News Co., New York, 1931, p. 18,




United States. They were all skilled workers, with a strong
Class—conscious orientation, and a long traditioh df a_
politically oriented labor movement. They were the followers
of Lassalle and Liebknecht, and ideological followers of th
Social Democratic Party which in 1877 held twelve of the
three hundred and ninety seven seats in the German Reichstag.
It must further be stated here that this group were not all |
followers of the Marxian doctrine. Their ideclogical orienta-~
tion was to a large extent not a revolutionary one, but their

concern was rather with the daily legal activities within the

.

existing social and economic society. The ideological
emphasis was rather on the specific class position of the
proletariat.62 This group then can be said to have a very
strong political~economic‘oriehtation, which took the form of

the class-conscious struggle against the bourgeois middle-

class with an orientation toward evolutionary change.

It

[;_J-

s this group then that found itselfl in the United

- States around 1885, and which did not find

jda

n this country any

strong labor organizations, or any political party which was

oriented toward the ideologies of this group. Their influence

therefore went in two directions, membership in the American

Federation of Labor, which was founded in 1886, and into

which the German "Central Labor Union" merged. The support of

the A.F. of L. by the German radical scclialist was a result

of the fact that the A.F. of L. represented the type of craft

62,

Arthur Hosenberg, op. cit., p. 156-17C,
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unionism with which the German radical group had been familiar
in their homeland. 1In their political ocrientation they
followed for the first years of thelr stay in the United States
many of the various small political radical sect, and gradually

established the Socialist Party in Milwaukee, in which they

3

transplanted the German ideology as well as the membership
almost bodily. In 1887 they presented thelr first political
ticket, but thelr exlstence became only permanent with the
nationallsocial Democratic Party in 1897. o

The first soclalist party, or as it was called at the

time the "Sozialistische Verin' (socialistic association)

followed the radical socialist ideology. This group was the
actual vanguard;of‘class~conSciOusness and of+the class
struggle. It/is therefore not surprising that they remained
almost isolated during the 1880' s and-thé'early 1890's from
the general population, and even from the working population
in the United States. The traditlonal teachings of the
American 1ldeology of a classless soclety was too strong for
these men to surmount. But unlike the forty-eighter group,
this group was much closer to the American population. For
one thing, their everyday work brougnht them into continuous
contact with the.native population. There further existed
the necessilty for the members of the new refugee groupvﬁg
learn the English language, because of this continuous economic
interaction with the native population. Lastly, they!ﬁg}é“ﬂ
¢losely affiliated with American labor union groups, eféher

within the same locdal organization, or at least with the same.

&
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national organization. It must here be kept in‘mind that most
of the independent German labor groups were affiliated with
the 4.F. of L. soon after the founding of this organization

in 1886. The German radical socialist group therefore never
énjoyed the separateness which the forty-eighter group had‘
known. It was not in keeping with the socialist ideoclogies
that they would be ccntented with forming a self—willed
segregated group as the forty-eighters had done. Their
ideological orientation was one of agitation, of education, and

of the spreadin

<

¢ of their ideologies to the members of what
they consldered to be their group. By this group, the social-
istically oriented German meant the working classes, and even
more spécifically;tﬁé Working classeé'of the world. This
ideoclogy Was~notfhandicapped,ias the liberal bourgeoils ideology
had been by strong national sentiments, rather thelr ideologli-
cal orientation was definitely international. Thfough this
international orientation they did not experience any of the
feeling of strangeness which the liberal bourgeols radicalism
had expérienced, but rather the soclialists felt strong tiles
for their American fellow workers. They saw the reallzation
of their utopian socialism in the fall of the capitalistic
crganization, and they felt that the realization of this
ideology was only possible with the participation of all the
working classes in the world. EKegardless of Whether their
proposed means were revolutionary, or evolutionary, ﬁheir
class orientation was the same, the Marxian phrase of "forkers

of the world unite."

*®
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The orientation of the early soclalist group, and one which
was to remain within the Socialist party, was educations  The
education of the workers to the realization of their position
in society has been the socialist aim since its existence in
the,K United States, and in the rest of the world as well.  The
early years of the existence of the German socialist groups in
Milwaukee were given over to the education and the enlightenment
of the working classes. |

The leader of the soclalist ideology in Milwaukee, and the
man who can be said to have been the spiritual as wellvas the
physical leader of socialist ideology was Victor Berger. In

1893 Victor Berger took over the editorship of Paul Grottkau's

!

"Arbeiter Zeitung" and published it from then on as the ;

e

& <7 o v p
"Wisconsin Vorwarts" (Wisconsin Forward). Grottkau's paper had -

s . . 63 .
been a pure Marxist paper until that time. Berger, a native
Austrian, had been a German teacher until then in one of the
Wilwaukee schools, from which he had been expelled for his

64
teaching of radical ideologies. Berger was the most powerful
leader the Milwaukee socialists had. In his ideological orien-
tation, Berger was a follower of the teachings of Bernstein
and Bebel, his orientation belng the evolutionary change of the

exlsting society, into an utoplan cooperative commonwealth.

63. Theodor Niller, ops. cit., ps 38,

64, Marvin Wachman, Histery of the Social Democratic Party of
Milwaukee, The University of 1llinois Press, Urbana, 1945,
p. 12.
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The political orientation of Berger, and later on of the whole

socialist group, was an intensely practical one, an corienta-

tion of reform, of strictly limited capitalism, of better

working conditions for the laboring classes, and a strict

emphasis on class consciousness of the laboring classes and of

mﬁﬁicipal control of public utilities.

. . . N . 1
Berger, besides being editor of the Vorwarts, was also the

resident of the Milwaukee South Side Turnverein, which under
P ’

his leadership became known as the "Red Turner Society".
This branch of the Turners had a membership that was mostly
made up of the\newer German refugees, and of the old left-wing.
radicals of. the fortyfeighter group,ﬁ The main body of the
fortj—eighters had reducéd‘ﬁheir éarticip@tion in the Turner
soclety to the gymnastic aspeéts of this organization,_amd
were at that time already in no way connécted with the ldeolo-
gles of this groups
Almos?t aéxsoon as Berger took over the editorship of the LL“‘

Vorwgrts, a dally paper, he split ideologically with the

Socialist Labor party. The reasons for his split are interest-
ing to’hote, because they mirror the orientation which the
sqcialist group was to follow. The general reason for the
split can be sald to be the belief on the part of Berger that
the Soclalist Labor Party was not sufficiently geared to
practice, The Soclalist Labor party was, zccording to Berger,

not concerned with practical immediate aims, but rather had an

65. The Wilwaukee Journal, Decenmber 7, 1897.
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ideal political orientation, and didnot offer concretely feas-

66 , ,
ible means for achieving their ideal. Specifically Berger

had put all of his support with the A.F. of L. while the

Socialist Labor rarty concerned itself with such groups as the

P

remains of the Knights of Labor and the International YWorkers

of the World (I.W.W.)}. Berger further accused the Socialist

Labor Party of not having a specific platform for their candi-

dates, and further of suUpporting anarchist groups. The

Socialist Labor Party, on the other hand, accused Berger of

compromises with the existing system, of being a mere reformer,

and generally accused the Socialist Party‘of not beihg radical
enough.67 Most of the accusations Whichthe~SocialiSt;Labor
Party made were actually to come true during the development
of tne S001allst Party in its later stages, but we also feel
that this is particularly the reason why the Socialist Party
did achieve its success.

The reason for the lessening of the radical tendencies of

the sociallist group can only be understood, when we consider

Berger's main objJective, and the objective of the German

soclalists in America at the time. Their objective was to

~

have socialism become "native to the soil'. The str1v1n@ of

the group can here be called the Americanization of the

socialistic ideclogy. The group around Berger rightly assessed

Theodor Miller, op. cit., p. 47. :
67. Henry Kuhn & Olive M. Johnson, op. cit., p. 49-55.
63. Marvin Wachman, ops. cit., p. 13.
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that without this Americanization of their ideology their move-
%

ment could see no possible progress in the United States. It

s this process of Americanization of the socialist democratic

| aatd

idecology with which we are primarily concerned here.
In order to Americanize the socialist ideology, the German
radicals realized that they would have to lay the groundwork

for the acceptance of thelir ideology. The backbone of the
I 27

<
Fal

socialist democratic ideology concerns the idea of class-
consciousness proletariat. This classconsciou;ness69 was
almost completely absent within the American working classes.

It was for purposes of educating and awakening the class-
consciousness of the working classes that the socialist group
temporarily fused 1ts political,orientation With~the People's
party for the elections in 1895. Berger stated at the time of
the election that all socilalists should vote for the cooperative
ticket of the People's party in order to stimulate the class l
movement among laborers.7o The People's party platform did
include some of the soclalistic ideologies, because during the

early stages of the party the socialist group had figured

prominéntly in the drawing up of the platform. A further con-

6. Class consciousness is here defined as the feeling of men
in the same class situation who regularly react in mass
actions to such tangible situations as economic ones in the
direction of those interests that are most adequate to
thelr average number, from Max weber, Essays in Soclology,
op. ¢it., p. 134.

70. Vorwarts, Cctober 18, 18983.
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party was the fact that it had strong followers among the trade-

unionists, the group which Berger had set out to capbture. We
3 fei} " - Ex

can see from the action of the soclalists certain aspects of

1,

the group during this period.

The group did not yet have the strength to stand alone.

Its orientation was therefore to bring the socialist ideoclogy

before the public in every possible way. Their further inten-

tion was to bring the laboring class to the point where they

would support another party besides the two major ones. The

break which occurred between the soclalists and the People's

party in 1896 did not occur on the local, but rather on the

national level. During that year the People's party was taken

over by the conservative elements of the movement, and the

traces of socialist orientation were completely dropped from

the platform.

During this period of fusion the socialists had not been
idle. They were carrying out their campaign of education and’
of enlightenment. Their educational activities or efforts were
both in writing and in speaking. Through thelr affiliation
with the People's party they had access to large non-German
working groups, and more important they reached the trade-
unionists through their meetings and publications. By these
means they could introduce thelr ldeologlies, or at least a
modified version of their ideologies. They used the People's
movement for the proving ground of their orientation.

By 1896 Berger was already telliﬁg his foilowers that:

"Sooner or later, we must have a national worker's party which,
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by peaceful means or by force of weapons, must bring about the

N

emancipation of the working classes. " T

Before golng any further, we must consider the concrete
political end of the socialist group. ¥e must keep this
statement of aims in mind, because we wlll see some significant

shift as the group gradually gained in strength. {?he hypotheti-

cal platform which Berger published in the yorwgrts in 1893
revealed his twofold orientation toward the development of the
socialistic ideology in the United States. Berger was from the

beginning aware of the fact that he would have to deal .with

two distinct groups; the older more radical, philosophic,
socialists group, whose membership represented primarily the
German political refugees of the Bismark era and the old time

utoplan socialists of the forty-eighter group, and the trade-

unionists both German and #merican. The latter group he

attempted to win over to the socialistic ideology, because he

realized that they would have to make up the major part of his

party, if the socialistic philosophy was to develop into a

political force in the United States. For the benefit of the

trade-unionists he had to formulate his aims in a practical

manner, and if he was %™ win them over, he had to lay more

stress on immedilate alms than on the final socialist goal.

On the othef hand he had to keep the support of the old time

radicals,"

who in 1893 still made up the bulk of the party follow-

ing.

Consequently he wrote in the preface to the platform:

71. Ibid., November 10, 1896.
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"To those who consider us as being too moderate, we must reply

-4

that if you demand too much at one time you are like to get

C

nothing.....Nothing more ought to be rfemanded than is attain-
. . . ; . . Ve
able at a given time and under given circumstances. This

orientation was to characterize the socialist ideology through-

out its exlistence. It marks the departure from the old, more

principled socialist idéology, and ﬁérger was the first of the
German radical socialists to realize that this change of orien-
tation was necessary for popularizing socialist America.

The economic plank of the Berger platform consisted of’the
following demands: state and municipal ownership‘bf public
utilities; natidnal ownership of the ﬁines; abolition of mono-
polies; strict factory inspection; prbhibition of child labor;
state courts of arbitration;‘fecognition of trade:unions;
income and inheritanée taxes; maximum hour laws, old age
pensions; and health insurance with state help. The political

@

demands were: abolition of the United States Senate, the veto

power of the President, the standing army and immigration

restrictions.

It is interesting to note that the economic aims of the

platform were closely geared to trade unlon interest, while

the political demands were still in keeping with the old line

radical socialist ideology. This may be ascribed to the fact

that the trade unionists lacked political orientation, and

72. Ibid., January 3, 1393.
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that the socialists cculd therefore state thelr demands more
openly.

e must now loock at the national scene to see the further

development of the socialist party. Eugene V. Debs announced

in 1896 that he had broken with the People's party and came out
for socialism. DBerger was instrumental in winning Debs for
soclalism, or at least he was the man who Introduced Debs to

73

socialist literature. In the same year Debs announced the

formation of the Brotherhood of the Cooperative Commonwealth,
and also his intenticn to form a national Democratic Socialist

party. He did not favor the Socialist Labor party, but wanted

to affiliate the Independent socialist groups. It would be
unfair to say that Berger used Debs as his front. It would be
more correct to admit the reverse, bubt further developments of

the Democratic Socialist party show that the ideologies of

Berger gradually gained the upper hand. The Cooperative

Commonwealth was considered by Berger to be too utopian in its

21

orientation of planning colonies in some western state with the

=

view to the eventual political capture of the state. But

Eergerﬁknew too well the importance of Lebs and the American
Railway Union to openly oppose the commonwealth idea. While
the English speaking newspapers in 1897 carried articles on

Debs!' new party playing up the colonization plank, Berger wrote

—

. _‘_ 1 . o . .
in the Vorwarts that Debs' colonization scheme was wvirtually

73. FEugene V. Debs, "How I Became a Socialist”, in the
Comerade, I, No. 7, pp. 43-49. '



74,
74
dismantled "under critical and sclentific thinking'. Never-
theless Berger did not openly oppose the coleonization scheme
while the actual platform of the Social Democracy was drawn ups
It was not until a year later that Berger openly repudiated
the colonization idea. Ve can note here a particular weapon
which Berger had at his command; the German language socialist
”Zorwgrts“. Berger knew that he had to appeal to two differ-
ent groups, and the newspapers were his best solution. In the
German Vorwirts he could easily criticize the main trend of
development, and could appeal td the more radical elemsnts in
the socialist movement, without attracting the attention of the
American and less radical factions of the party.

The new party was finally‘orgénized in July of 1897. The
founding of the party took place iIn Milwaukee, and the Milwaukee
socialist group became branch one of the party. Bedides a long-
winded statement of the aims of «¢olonizatlion we find that the
main plénk of the party was very much in keeping with Berger's
orientation. It contained eight concise demands for immediate
changes of present conditions. We see here already some of the

departures from the orientation which was set down bv Berger in
k - o &

~platform. The economic aims had become more specific to fit

the trade unionists. The only political changes set forth in
J & ]

the platform were initiative, referendum, and proportional

i

representation. The main economic orientation was public owner-

74. Vorwhrts, June 18, 1897.
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ship of those industries which were controlled by monopolies.
State and municipal ownership of public utilities, which had
previously been the main orientation, now had moved down in the
1ist of the demands. The maximum hour demand was altered to
read: "Reduction of hours of labor according to the progress

of production methods." And there had appeared such demands as
public works for the unemployed, the opening of patents and dis-
coveries to everyone, and the establishment of postal savings
banks. None of the other economic demands of the platform of
1893 appeared any longer.

We can see from the platform that the Americanization of
the socialistic i1deology had already been well under way. The
platform is not to be seen as the pushing aside of the German
elements and radical ideology, because Berger and the German
group were extremely Iinfluential in the drawing up of the plat-
formn, but it rather must be viewed as the deliberate adaptation
of the ideological orientation of this group to thelr end, to
introduce the socialist 1deology into the American scene, and
the fitting of the ideoclogical orientation to the demands of
the scéne. Berger and his group had well realized that their
suppert had to come from the American worker, and more specifi-
cally from thé trade-unionists,

It is interesting to note that in Milwaukee the coloniali-
zation scheme was never popular. This indicates_to sone extentv
the influence which Berger had in this particular section of
the Socialist Party. While the colonialization idea was the

main rallying point for the beginning stages of the young party

%
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it was hardly discussed in Milwaukee. The reason for the lack
of emphasis in the colonialization scheme may be explained by
the fact that the lMilwaukee socialists were a more awakened
group than the other socialist gfoups throughout the nation.
The Milwaukee soclalists no longer needed the emotional appeal
which the colonialization idea had to offer. The colonializa-
fion ideology with -1ts utoplian character was an important
rallying point for the spreading of the socialistic ideology
to new members. The Milwaukee socialists were still to a
large extent the German soclalists wno did not need the
emotional "pepping up" of the utopian colonialization idea.
Berger and his group fﬁrther felt that they could recrult
their membership by different appeals. |

As we have -already stated, the main orientation of the

Milwaukee scciallists was to establish themselves as the polit-

ical arm of labor. To this end they had already applied them;

selves 1in the decade before the founding of the national
Social Democratic party, when they still constituted the

"Sozial Democratischer Verein'. The efforts of the socialists

in thié direction were only increased in the years which

followed the formation of the natlional party. These efforts
can best be seen in their state platforms and from the news-
papers of the period. The preémble of the state platform in
1898 clearly showed again the attempt of the party to appeal
to the trade-unionists. It reads: "We call attention to the

fact that the measures we urge are in no way a cure for the




existing evils, nor are they necessarily socialistic institu-
tions. They are to be viewed rather as needed palliatives..."
The platform itself is even more revealing. MNost of the
radical socialist demands were gone, and even more minuterand
immediate changes were put in the foreground. The demands

included: no franchises for public utilities should bve sold;

the city should take charge as soon as possible of all public

utilities: only organized labor should be employed in all
public works on an eight hour day; bilg corporatiocns should be

made to pay their rightful share of the municipal taxes; work

for unemployed; free medical services; the erection of three

, ‘ ; 75
public bathsy; free school books; etc. = The change in the

orientation of the group needynot~be'pointed out here, it 1is
obvious from the platform. The succeeding platforms of the
socialists up to their victory in 1910, and even up to the
present; are the contin;ation of the trend which was started
dufing the first elections in 1898. The changes which
occurred during the period in which the Social Democratic
party became more and more firmly established in FMilwaukee can
be said to be the following: after they had assured them-~

selves the support of the trade-unionlsts, they extended their

orientation further to cover the small business men and white

collar workers, and their method of doing this was always by

the same means, the attack on specific reforms within the city

75. Marvin Wachman, op. cit., p. 22.
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and state. The platform of 1906 is almost completely oriented
toward the defeat of the municlpal franchises, and the control
of these franchises. The aims of their radical ideologies
were always stated in the preamble of their platform, but the
measures fof which the party stood were further and further
removed from these 1deologies. The statement of the ideologiles
gradually lost in intensity, and only remained as the guiding
ideology of the group.

The newspaper campalgn of this group best shows the edu-
cational and enlightenment policy of the group. Rerger and
his group soon.reallzed that they needed an English newspaper.

s S . 76
The "Milwaukee Social Democrat' was started in February, 1900,

and lasted until August, 1901, when the "Social Democratic

Herold", the national organ of the party, was moved to Milwaukee.

It was the tactics of the socialists, and also one of the main
reasons for their success, to orient their papers almost com-
pletely toward the trade-unionists. The Herold states in one
of the first editions of this paper in Hilwaukee: 'Socialists
start from the idea that the trade-unions are intensely inter-
ested in introducing social reforms, and that they are
therefore in duty bound to discuss these matters and use all
77

means, especially the ballot to secure good results.” Using.

the ballot, of course, meant vobting the Social Democratic

760 I"Oid., p‘ 55. g
77. The Sccilal Democratic Herold, August 31, 1901.




ticket. The tenure of the socilalist newspapers, and the
English papers in particular, continued to be the main method
of appeal of the Socilal Democratic party. Thelr appeal was to
a rational acceptance of the -socialist ideology, as the only
political means for the working classes to achieve their goals;

The ideology which the socialists presented was considered
by thém.to be a rational ldeclogy appealing to the working
classes. They set thelr means for the attainment of a more
perfect democracy before this group. By a more perfect democ-
racy the leaders of the Social Democratic party meant a
strdnger volce of the working classes in political affairs.
They appealed to the execution of the constitutional rights of
the working c1asses,'tOitheirpropOrtiOnal representation in
political affairs. They continuously reenforced the 1abor
movement, but felt that the labor movement could not achieve
its objectives without the help of a political party to back
up their demands. As we have already seen, Berger and his
group "soft-pedaled'" the idea of revolution of the proletarigte
almost/from the beginning, because they felt that evolutionary
scclalism better fitted the American situation. They were
strong advocates of the truly democratic means of change, the
ballot, but realized that the worklng classes of America had
to be awakened to thelr positioniin,ﬁhe social situation.

The gradual changes which occurred in the demands which
the socialist group put forth in the period of development and
growth of the movement, were very closely geared to the

American scene. The socilalists were dealing with the trade-

¥




80,
unionists, and thelr appeal followed the trade-union ideology.
They realized the extremely practical orientation of the

trade-unionists, and their practice to deal with immediate

problems. The platforms of the Social Democratic party
mirrors the development of the trade-union groups. This is

not to say that the Social Temocratic party actually had

different aims set out for themselves. If we consider the

membership within the unions and the socialist group, we find
the membership is greatly overlapping by 1900.78 This does
not mean that all union-members were also members of the party,
but rather that practically all members of the party were
union men. ’

The influence of the Social Democratic party on the union

‘movement can best be traced in the attitude of the Federal

Trade Council. The council was established in 188%, shortly
after the formaticn of the A.F. of L. The council at first
felt that it could not deal with political issues, and there-

fore stayed away from the Social Democratic party, as they had

stayed away from the socialist ideology before the founding of
the party.

It was the work of the newspaper campaigns, and the pam-

phleteers of the socialist movement which brought about the

gradual change in the orientation of the Federal Trades

Council, which culminated in the endorsement of the "Nilwaukee

78. Information gained~thr0ﬁgh~interview with Mr. Theodor
Millser. o )



81.
Social Temocrat" as the official organ of the council in 1901.
A sample of the appeal which the socialist group used in their

enlightenment campaign of the unionists is the followlng

letter which was circulated among the union men: '"Bear in

mind that of all things most feared by the expropriating

capitalist class 1s the knowledge when possessed by the wage-

slavel Knowledge is power, and as socialism teaches and
carries with 1t the full understanding of wage-slavery and the

competitive system, we Invite the members of your organization
w79

to investigate and study 1ts economic teachings.
< ]

The lMilwaukee socialists prided themselves in the fact
that theirs was sclentific socialism. Thelr orientation was

to let the working class know their economic and social posi-

tion, and that they would by this means follow the teachings

of the party.

The progress of such a campaign is a slow one. The

soclallst group, under the leadership of Berger, attacked their

objectives very systematically. Their first step was the

awakening of the class consciousness of the masses. We find

in theilr papers and pamphlets at the beginning all the propa-

ganda appeals for thelr ldeology; the blasting of capital, the

poor conditions of the workers, the corruption of the existing

political par%ies with thelr one-sided interests, etc. Thelr

fusion movement in 1896,

as already mentioned, was 1in this

79. Marvin Wachman, op. cit., pe 7.




direction. By 1898 they started thelr agitation campaign for
political representation, and they launched their party. . By
1902 they were already reasonably sure of the trade-union
following, and they were ready to extend thelr appeal to a
larger group of vobters. It is at this point that we find even
more far reaching changes in their original orientation.

In 1902 they turned to the more conservative elements of

igsatisfied with

Qu

the voters, those groups who were primarily

the existing political government. In that year the "ilwaukee

Social Democrat™ catered to these people by saying: "Capitalism
will not vanish in one day, in one year oe ven in one decade.
Even after the triumph of the proletafiat, the commonwealth
cannot take upon itself allvkindsfof production....It is not
necessary that’all industries be immediately taken over by the
Socialist government." It is obvious from this guotation
that the Socialists were appealing to groups other than the
unionists by this, they were appealing to the small business
interests. It was on this orientation that the first socialists
were elected in 1804.

To this lessening of the radical aspects in their political
demands must be added the general state of corruption which
existed in Milwaukee at the time. The socialist group was not

slow in

ol

icking on the corruptions, in exposing them, and in

30. The Social Democratic Herold, January 4, 190%2.
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incorporating in thelr platform the promises of a clean, effi-

i

cient, and honest government. The group added to thelir system
of educating the people, the aims for reform.

The election of 1804 of nine Soclalist aldermen presented
the Socialist with a new prcblem, and with & resulting new
orientation. They had to prove to the voters that their orien-
tation was not a revolutionary one, but rather one of immediate
reforn, and that their alms were the establishment of more
perfect democratic procedures in politics. This was the task
to which they devoted themselves for the years between the first
election of the nine aldermen, and 1910 when they carried the
election completely, including the mayoralitﬁ.

Before going into the routinization aspects of the social-
ist democratic ideclogy into ﬁhe Social Democratic party, we |
must consider the earlier stages of the movement, the enthusi-

P

astic aspects of the party developmentsﬁ ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ
In order to see the development of the party in the proper

prospectives we must turn to Victor Berger, as the leader of

the movement, and the influence of this man and his ideological

orientation on the course of the party formation. 'Berger wa.s

the main leader of the socialist movement since the time he

. it N o .
took over the "Vorwarts'" from Paul Grottkau. He, unlike

Crottkau, was not a Marxian, but rather was a follower - of
-2 3 X

81. Use of concepts after Hax Weber.,
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Edward Bermsteln in his ideology of evolutionary socialism
with the aim of a cooperative commonwealth. Berger was further
the first man among the German soclialist group to realize the

problems of the americanization of the socialist ideology to

fit the social scene. He was a member of the typographical

o fa]
. 893 , .
union, and a leader among this group, being elected to the
; 84 \
Federal Trades Council in 1899. His participation in both

the labor movement and the socialist group put him in the per-
spective which he developed in his writings. He knew the needs
efforts that the fusion of the soclalist ideology and the
orientation of the trade-unions occurred, and remained. IHe

was soon recognized by his opponents to be the organizing
force of the socialist movément, even though he did not him-
self ruﬁ for public office until 1910, at which time he was
elected to the Congress of the United States. The main
strength of this man was in his writings, both in German and

English. Because the press campalgn was so vital for the

82, Edward Bernstein was the theoretical leader of the German
revisionists. The revisionists which arose in Furope
after 188¢ advocated free trade, general suffrage, exten-
sion of vparliamentary institutions, protection of labor,
opposition to trusts and monopoly capitalism. They
demanded the abandonment of the meaningless revolutionary
phraseology in the socialist International, and advocated
action on the basis of existing facts. In Arthur Hosen-
berg, op. cit., pe 313,

83. Selig Perlman, History of Trade Unionism in the United
States, The Macmillan Company, New York, 1925, chapter on
typographical unions.

84, Vorwarts, December 24, 1899,




soclalist party, his role can be easlily seen. Ih Bergef‘ﬁhe
followers of the party found a leader of wide appeal; he was
both a union man and an extremely well-read soclalist, and he
was further a German with an excellent command of the English
language. These characteristics of a marginal man standing at
the intersection of major currents and being skilled to

interpret multiple values in different tongues showed him to
appeal to the German radical soclalilsts, and the American
trade~unionists alike, he was a fellow member to all of them.
His intellectual leadership can be seen by the influénces of
the "Vorwdrts", which was until 1900, the only organ of the
socialist group. . He further oontributed frequently’to the
English soclalists! press, and also was the most prolific
pamphleteer for the group. Thé strength of his personal
following can be seen in the history of his election to the
Unitéd'States Congress. He was elected and served one term
in the House of Representatives, in 1910. He was again elected

Ly ®

in 1918 but was refused his seat because of his conviction

under the Esplonage Act for his anti-war stand. The trial was

conducted in 1914 in Chicago, and Berger was sentenced to a
twenty vear prison term for his anti-war propaganda in his paper,

the "Milwaukee Leader" which he started in 1911. He ran for

election in 1918 while his case wags under appeal to the higher
courts. “After the refusal of the House of Representatives to
allow Berger to be seated, a special election was called in

the Milwaukee district to fill the vacancy in 1919; Berger was
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again elected, and was again refused the seat. The same thing

85
nappened once more in 1920. In 1919 and 1920 he was elected

fcd

by increased majority. This particular record gives the indi-
cation of Berger's personal follewing, but also shows some of

the tight organization and the strength of the Social Demo=-

cratic party.

. If Berger was the actual leader of the party, there never-
theless existed around him a tight group of men who made up the
leadership of the party. We find a given list of names who
were candidates for every electlon, often the offices for which
they ran were changed, but the names remained mostly the same.
We find among these actlve leaders of the movement two
characteristics; they were all members of trade-unions, and a
large percentage of them Were‘German born, or second generation
German extraction. This latter aspect 1s significant insofar
as it illustrates thé position of power which was held by the

Germans in the soclalist movement despite the Americanized

appeal of the group to the American working class in general.

Berger himself fitted into these two characteristics, so did

Emil Seidel The socialist mayor elect in 1910, Daniel Hown the

second socialist mayor of Milwaukee, and Edmund T. Melms

elected alderman in 1904 and later secretary of the Soclalilst

g6 . } - ' .
party.  The actual power structure of the party must there-

85, The Case of the Chicago Soclalists, record of the trial of
the sociallists under the Esplonage Law of 1917; the trial
included Victor Berger, Adolph Germer, William F. Kruse,
Irwin St. John Tucker and J. Louls Engdahl.

86. Theodor Miller, ope. cit., p. 59.




fore be seen from the organization, and the membership in the
& & : AR

vosition of power within the party.

If we view Berger with regard to his political orienta-
tion and ideology, we can see in him, from the development of’
the movement, and from»the changes which occurred in the
ideological orientation, a pragmatic politician. The aim of
the Milwaukee socialists can only be sald to have been the
attainment of polil DOV It is obvious from the appeals,
the platforms, and the propaganda of the socialist group, that
the attalinment of office was thelir most prominent orientation.
On the other hand, we feel, that it would be incorrect to
assume that these men brought‘abOut the gradual trend toward
conservatism from their original orientation, by a conscious
attempt to gain personal political‘power. We must rather
consider two aspects of the movement in order to see the con-
servative trend and the strong orientation toward the attain-
ment of_political power, at the price of the sacrifice of some
of their\original aims. The two aspects of the movement we
will consider therefore are the routinization aspect of the
movement and the peculiar ideological orientation of the
sbcialist mentality.

o 87

When we view the socilalist group in Max Weber's terms

of a social movement, from the radical enthuslasm of the first

hours, to the gradual routinization and conservatism of the

leber.,

87. Use of concepts after Max
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growing structure of the movement into a political party, we
can see some of the changing aspects of the socialist ideology
in a clearer light.

We must first keep in mind that the socialist democratic
ideology was not native to the United States, and when intro-
duced into Milwaukee it was no longer in 1ts earliest stages
of development. For the enthusiastic stages of the development
of this ideology we would have to consider the ideoclogical
formations in Europe,‘or more specifically in Germany. We find
in the leaders of the soclalist ideology in the United States
adherents of tried and established political thought and
ideologies. But this 1s not to say that the social movement
created byfthe,following;of the social democratic ideology in
the United States does not hold seme~of the characteristic
aspects of a social movement in 1ts development. But the
éegelopmental agspects are altered due to the fact that the
leaders of the ﬁovement were already familiar with the specific
ideological pattern which they were to expound. It is for this
reason that the socialist movement took on the characteristics
of an enlightenment and agitation campaign. The earliest
stages of the movement can therefore be characterized by the
intensive orlentation of the leaders toward the awakening of
class interests and class consclousness by every means of pro-

paganda available to them. Thelir newspaper agitation and their

pamphleterring has already been mentioned. To this we must add

the nume rous mass meetings and personal appeals which were used
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by the party. The meetingé‘Were usually held in the various
Turner halls throughout the clty; the speakers were the mén who
had the greatest public appeals. As an illustration, Eugene V.

Debs appeared in Milwavkee before every municipal or national

& t

~ 88
election, and for the earlier elections Paul Grottkau was

imported by the socialist groﬁp from California to appeal to
89

the radical German minority. The prerequisite for men who

could speak both English and German can be seen in the candi-

dates for offices, where we find men of German extraction

almost continuously on the election slate.

- The routinization of the movement can-be seen gradually in
both‘the party organlzation and in the platforms in the period
between 1898 and 1910. If it would be necessary to put down
a specific date for the appearances of the routinization
agpects of the movement; we would place it sround the turn of
the century. But like all social forces and social changes
they do not appear very distinctly at any one given time. The
establishment of the actual Social Democratic party can be said
to be a routinization aspect of the ideolcglcal movement.

And we definitely find the greatest enthusiasm stages of the
movement prior to the establishment of the party.

The election campalens certainly acted as routinization

influences on the movement. It was during the election

83, The Social Democratic Herald, Cctober 31, 1808,
89. Ibid., April 14, 1898. :
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campaipgns that the organizational aspects and the ildeoclogical
aspects of the movement were developed. The debts occurred
during the election campaigns, as well as the campaigning it-
self, called for the organization within the movement. By

¥

1902 we find Edmund T. Melms as the city organizer of the party

]

he stated the necessity of a large membership, branch meetings,

paying of dues, subscription to the "Herald", precinct organiza-
a 3 9 O ' % . B -

tion, holding of picnics, etc. In 1902 the Social Democratic

4 @

?érty7held its first carnival, which was intended for popular
appeal, for the purpose of ralsing funds for the party, and
for the furthering of party propagamda.‘ In 1905 the revenues
of the carnival were enough to cover the debts which the party
had occurred during the elections of 1904. The years 1906«
1908 were vigorously devoted to the strengthening of the party
crganization, and to the perfection of their propagande
machine. They had membership-drives, regularly sponsored
lectures, thev asked for a day's wages from those members who
could afford 1t for party funds, and they established the
”Bundlé Brigade”. This last organization was a volunteer group
of members and sympathizers who distributed the literature
throughout the city. By 1808 this organization>had become 80
efficient that they distributed the literature to every house

: 92
in the city within twenty-four hours. This was only possible

90. Tbid., November 19, 1904, June 10, 24, July 22, 1905.
91. Ivid., February 4, 1905.
92. Marvin Wachman, op. cit., p. 62.

#




because of the complete central organization of the party,

wnich included a literature committee and a cooperative bindery.

The hierarchical structure of the party had also
developed In this time. Berger was and remained tThe

party vice-

presidents, secretaries, ward and precinct leaders etc. The

candldates for various offices mostly came from the top levels

By 1910 th on

]

of the organizatiocn. partvy was still intent

membershinp well

p drives, but the party office holders were

and the ascendance into party positions was no
longer completely open.

The changes in the 1deologilcal aspects of the party can -

also be seen in the light of the routinization influences of
the movements -

Before considering~th3 changes in -the ideology, we want to
point out one additional aspect. It has been clesar from the

discussions so far that the soclalist group sought and found

and more

vl

re

e

their s

test support among the working classes,

{

specifically among organized labor. The A.F. of L. developed
almost parallel to the socialist party. Undoubtedly the A.F.

of L. also passed thefpériodg of
‘the later routinization toward a
The socialist ideology*deﬁeloped
conservative trends of the labor

socialist

fes )

ideology as simultaneous and parallel phenomena.

enthusiastic radicalism and

more conservativse orlentation.

accordingly: we can. .see the

movement in organization and
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‘The change toward a more conservative attitude of the
soclalist group occurred for reasons of expedlency among the

leaders of the group. That is obvious when we contrast the

ideological development of the Social Democratic party with the

]
et

development, or rather lack development, of the Socialist

Labor party. The Socialist Labor party did not relinquish any
of 1ts ideologilcal features for the sake of a wider public
~appeal, or for the sake of election success. The Socialist
Labor party definitely was more radical, and its outlook agreed
more with the traditional Marxlan sociallst teachings. This
party did not feel that much could be gained from political
elections, its candlidates aimed only at rallying protest votes
at the polls. Theif professed ends were actﬁally identical
with those of the socialist party, yet there did exist some
obvious differences with regard to the means. .

If we view the general direction of the socialist promise
> i 3

aims, and orientation, the trend toward moderation can not be

denied. From the appeal of a class conscious blcoodless revolu-

tion of the masses with public ownership of all the means of

production as the immedliate goal of the groun, we find in their
i e} g |

latform the gradual change to a clean, efficient, and sclien-
p (] (6] s

~tific government, social reform, and very specific immediate

alms for the betterment of the common people, with the

93. Henry Kuhn and Olive M. Johnson, op. cit., pp. 31-35.
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o4
"cooperative commonwealth as the guiding star'. It 1s only

on this later plank that the Soclal Democratic party won its
first cbmplete victory in 1910. Its whole slate of candidates
was elected.

The routinization aspects of the ideology stand out
clearly in the development of the party. The leaders realized
that thelr movement could only succeed on the basis of an orienuj
tation toward very gradual change. Instead of emphasizing the

vision of the ultimately "good society”", they dramatized the

)

short view of improving present condltions, stating that this

bl

{7

was the only possible way toward the achievement of thelr ends.
This shift in emphasis parallels Edward Bernstein's formula:

.

The road is all - the goal nothing. Berger's writings developed

- . B

in this direction from.the‘beginningnof his participatlon in
the socialist group., He emphasized early the use of the ballot
as the exclusive means and direct goal of the party. He felt
that the American situation was unique in this respect: "In

America, for the first time in history, we find an opvressed

o

class with the same fundamental rights as the ruling class -
the right of universal suffrage.’
Thus the leaders of the sociallist party sincerely believed

in gradual change, emphasized immediate aims, and felt assured
= Hy

™
i

94. Vietor Berger in The Social Democratic Herold, October 12,
. 1901.
95. Marvin Wachman, op. cit., pe. 70.
96. Victor Berger in The Social Democratic Herold, October 12,
1901. : '
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that this road would lead to socialism. Their orentation must
be viewed in the following light: their beliefl was, whether
fallacious or not, that knowledge would guarantee action, and
that action would bring power to be used for socialist aspira-
tions. This orientation 1s what prompted them to launch theilr
extensive educational propaganda campalgn for the working
class vote. They expected the working classes to vote the
Social Democratic party into power. Once in power they
‘believed their leaders could translate social democratic ideals
into reality. The future appeared to them as a slow but
gradual approximation to the ideal society, gradualism was
emphaslzed always with an eye on the‘public followers. This
belief in gradualism at times was interpreted as temporary
setbacks, and if it was a queSﬁion of compromising their ideals,
which’they considered at the time as not being possible to be
realized, and some 1mmediate problem of reform, the latter
usually had priority. ©Suchws the case in the question of
granting franchise to a suburban railroad in 1908, According
to the party platform the socialist aldermen were to stand
against any selling or leasing of franchise to a private
~company. The laws of Wisconsin prohibited municipal ownership
of those lines. Victor Berger was the first to state that the
soclal democrats were to take cognizance of the realities of
admihisﬁration, and the need of the Milwaukee citizenry. He
therefqré;published five conditions, which were later ratified

bytthe party, under which franchise could be granted to private
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cormpanies.

Accommodation to the here and now, opportunist compromises,
with an eye on the immediate welfare of the citizens was the
final outcome of the gradual trend toward conservatism in the
political outlook of the socialist group.

Focusing our attention on the soclalist democratic ideology
we find such development quite feasible within the framework
of the ideological orientation. The attainment of political
power is one of the basic goals. The emphasis on the immediate
social situation of the classes within society, and the
gradual evolution toward the socialist utopla i1s the core of

s s . 98 . Rk . .
the soclalist mentality. The achievement of this evolution-
ary development toward the utopla can only be ascertained by
having political representation to guide the change into the
desired direction. Because of the emphasis on the irmediate
social situation of the socialist mentality, the Milwaukee
socialist leaders were able to adjust and alter thelr Immediate
demands even to the point of compromising their ideals without
1osing‘the support of the more radical German members. It is
because of the comparative flexibility of ideological orienta-
tatl on that the WMilwaukee socialists could appeal to the small

bugsiness man as well as to the most radical factions in the

97. Viector Berger in The Social Democratic Herold, January £7,
1906.
98. Karl Mannheim, ope. cit., p. 219.




artv, and could win the vote of botn, without causing sleep-
1Y NE) ) £ X

less nights and bad consciences to elther one.

The IMilwaukee socialists incorporated reform as a step
toward the realization of their ideologilcal utopia, and if 1%
was not & common means btoward the goal of socialist aspirations,
it proved to be a successful one in the case of the lilwaukee

socialists.




Analysis of the Socialist Ideology

Wle have dealt with the socialist demo
its exposition of the German immigrant groups in t
States in terms of the development of this ideology
Social Democratic rarty.

We did not deal specifically with the German re
and its adjustments to the American scense, because this ié
best seen in the perspective of thelr political and economic
orientation. The political development is reflscted in the
development of the Soclal Democratic party from a socialist

orientated group, the "Sozial Democratischer Verein', and their

economic development is mirrored in their development of the
labor unions.

The German radicals influenced the development of the
Social Democratic party, particularly of Milwaukee, In many
ways. We have seen that actual party leadership was in the
hands of these political refugees from the beginning with Paul

. R . o n . . 99 . .
grottkau and Joseph Bruckner being preenminent. It is not

sheer accident that the majority of candidates on the soclalis?®

ticket wup until 1810, and even later on, were Germans. The

voting record of the party further shows that the heaviest

socialist vote always came from the German wards within the

~ 100
citys o

99. Theodor liller, op. cit., pp. 10-17.
100. Marvin Wachman, op. cibte,




It was, further,‘the garly Gerﬁan radicals who estabiiéhéd
the link between the soclalist ideology and CrganiZedilébor‘
The German soclalist men, unlike his American felloW”uﬁioh,men,
had since their arrival in the United States, a pronouﬁcéd*‘

1

olitical attitude beyond the general orientation of unionized

el

|

abor.
The German radlcals cannot be said tc be the only, or even
the most important members of the socialist party at the time
of the élections of 1910, AL this pericd the movement had
already taken on such proportions that the German radical
socialist only: constituted a small but important minority
within the movement. It is rathér“dﬁring‘the:brganizational
years of the socialist mévément“thaﬁiﬁhe1Germah7fadica1;'and
German radical socialist phildsbphy;‘had'their‘éxtenSiVé in-
fluénces, as a matter of fact it represented the movement.
‘The Americanization trend, and drift toward conser&atiéﬁ‘
can be said to be the price which the German, or European
ideological orientation, had to pay for the achievements of the
poiitiqal power of the soclalist ideolog%in the United States.
This is not to say that the Americanization of any ideology is
necessarily a trend toward conservatism. The Americanization
of the movement can rather be seen in the emphasis on practical
immediate*aims which gradually replaced the radical far reaching
aims of the ideology as it was originally stated by its

adherénts;: 




The conservative trend of the movement may be interpreted
twofold; (a) socialist ideology emphasized the immediate re-
forms which were introduced by the socialist party leaders
with trade union demands in mind; (B) this trend toward con-
servatism is in agreement with general characteristics of many
similar social movements. Utopian political ideologies, when
put to the test of actual application, generally tend to:
weaken and lose some of their radical demands and/or expectan-
cies. The administration of the city of Milwaukee by Social
Democrats may be considered as representative of compafable
situations in Italy, Germany, France and the Scandinavian
countries. ' The Social Democratic party, unlike the Socialist
Labor party, adopted a "practical' attitude, eager to shape,
not merely to deride the here and now. Their strategy of
expediency forced them to consider problems of work-a-day life
as they came to the fore day in and day out.

This attention to what is "practical" agrees with men out

to win and hold political office, who oblige to legitimize

their position, and stabilize their mass following. Their

practical orientation in administration was not only due to

their attention to trade union interests, but also to their

interest in re-election.

As we have. already stated, the classic soclalist ideology,
demands the rule of the working class in the supposed interest

of‘the;g' at majority of industrialized socleties. The radical

German mince ity;advocatedﬂthe prerequisite class consciousness.

Such aspirations were haloed as a more perfect form of



democracy and sloganized as socialist dema¢fé >

alien to the working men of America. Most_bﬂlthe‘g
refugees from the Bismark period, and the older Geriaﬁ'
grants who assoclated as socialists came from the lower
economiékstrata,~and were artisan workers.

They assimilated, in other than political spheres, compgra;
tively rapldly. They could not afford, and did not strive,ffog:
the seclusion of the forty-eighter group. Their class conscious
orientation demanded international fraternalism, the brother-
hood of all working men. The intense German patriotism which
had created -the described barrlers for the forty-eighters was
absent in the case of~the;German;radical,Soqialists.;kThey; |
were prpud of .being emancipated from¥nationalism‘which could
not but faci1itate theirydpen—mindedness to American values,
and their acculturation and assimilation which helped them to
spread their socialist ideals.

Status distinction in this group ran along the lines of a
greater or lesser knowledge of socialist literature, devotion
to the cause, differential attitudes of resentment toward the
up@er and bourgeois middle cla;ses, and the resulting efforts
to replace thesevgroups in government, and establish soclalism.

Their status symbols were the membership cards of the'trgde,;i

union and the party. Devotion to, and work for, these organ-

izations signified the‘class conscious, good members_of_the‘
proletariat, i.e., a status claim and distinction within the

group. These status aspirations may be considered as contribu-




tive motives of the German radical's personaliﬁyfouﬁ ﬁO~   
zealously awaken the working classes of America. Hé'knew

that socialist democracy could only be attained by the efforts
of all the working classes of the United States; hencé they |
must first be enlightened. This missionary attitude cannot be
considered as self centered, because of the associated funda-
mental belief in the brotherhood of all working men. Accepting
the professions of the leading group's representatives at full

value, they meant to diffuse thelr ideology for the good of

all exploited groups in the service of a broadly conceived
human cause. |

The German~radicals took pride in their advanced position
in political philosophies in relation to their American fellow
workers. Undoubtedly there existed a certain clannishness
within the German faction of the socialist party. This can be
seen by the holding of important positions within the party by
the German members. But this clannish sentiment was checked
by the will of the movement to adopt the ideas and language
to the American public, to gain a hearing, and to win the
masses and thelr votes.

The German group within the Social Democratic party adopted
rather an attitude of fraternal "solidarity" with the American
workers, though persuading them to reconsider their position in

the American social scene. Their continuous emphasis on

"seientific socialism” resulted in their firm conviction that

once their less "enlightened" American brothers were to
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"subjectively" realize their "objective' position in society,
they would become soclalists.

The group of German radical socialist refugees resembled
the group of forty-eighters, in that both constituted a‘mofe‘
theoretical minded group with regard to socio-political
theories. But unlike the forty-eighters, the socialists were’
not as self righteous with regard to the fitness of theilr

ideological orientation to the contemporary American scene.

b
)
N

ndustrialism had developed in Germany previous to 1ts
- development in the United States, it was making rapid strides

ates during the period of

)

n its development in the United

i

St
the arrival of the German soclallst refugee group. Hence
there existed elements infthefﬂmericanfsocial setting for the
application of SOCialistiideoiogies. : —
The German socialist group, however, was confronted with
the task of fitting thelr general basic ideas to the specific

- . 1

socio-politic situation and mentality of the American people.

1
The soclalist ide%@roclaimed the elimination and abolition of
the capitalistic economy. The soclalist promise is that of a

good soclety free from exploltation and class ruvle. The

fdeoclogiecal adaptation of the immigrant socialist to the
o s D

existing social situation is, we feel, the key to the develop-
Lt &

lnns

ment of the United States. The socialist democratic mentality
never allowed for very rigid interpretation of its principles.
The long view and great interest or participation in adminis-

trative concerns of doomed institutions fell short of the ideal.
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Socialists,bunlike their liberal bourgeois contemppraries felt .
a mission, held out a promise to‘the oppressed in capitalist
society. Hence the socialists in the United States were cru-
saders. Their crusading movement sought to awaken the American
proletariat to their "true" position in society.

The greatest handicap which this group had to face in the

cultural situation was the fact that the American working
class lacked "class consciousness'; no class of this society
seemed eager to have any class consciousness whatsoever. |
Viewed in historical prospective the European proletariat
clearly developed an almost polar opposite situation. In
Europe theVprolétariat‘devgloped largely from~feudal serfdom
into wageﬁslaveryy - In the American situation the working class

arose out of a highly mobile and expanding society with numer-

NS

ous opportunities for social ascent and for selfmade men. Y

~The mass of experience of great rewards going to initia-
tive, personal effort and "know-how", the dramatized spectacle
of American success stories and the concomitant feeling of all
full citizens who have a stake in building America and
pursuing the "American dream", lost much of its practical mean-
ing since the closing of the frontier. Nevertheless,kthe
philosophy of optimism, of gradualist progress, 1is deeply
rootedw;n American culture. The emergence of working class
consciousness was extremely éldw. The formation of class
consci  shyléiamong the:working classes 1is conSidered as still

imperfect b:’qpntéﬁporaryHSOCialiSts, and falling short of the
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expectancies of the early socialists in America. Their success-
.ors carry on in the same direction. | |

German socialists arrived mpstly when the firstksignékOf
class consciousness appeared oﬁ the American scene; the”timé
of the beginning of trade unionism. The labor movement'gféWs
out of a distinct we-feeling of the working men in pursult of
joint interests. The soclalist group aimed to add to the
pressure group activity the will for autonomous political
representation. They pleadedvfor a third political party, a
labor party, hence a special "class party” facing the two
"patroﬁage pafties".lOl

We must view the changes of the socialist id901ng in the
United States in this 1ight. In the face of unprincipled
pragmatic "patronage,parties"’théy addpted the attitude of
pursuing short view objectives. They maintained the long view
vision, but they learned to link their means increasingly to
the socio-political situation. | ‘ -

Hence their quest for political power served two main pur-
poses: (a) to influence immediate social changes for the
benefit of the working class; (b) the hope to achieve a planned
society of the future. This dual orientation actually
represented two aspects of the same ?rocess in the eyes of the

leaders. In the actual development of this group the course

101l. Max VWeber: The Theory of Social and Economic QOrganization,
edited and translated by A. M. Henderson and Talcott
Parsons, Oxford University Press, New York, 1947,
pp. 407-411.




of the movement can be saild to be a progressive weakenl
utopian elan, as a sacrifice for the benefit of the pr&atiéal'
orientation. The question presents itself very readily of
whether the orientation of the socialists has not completel;
changed to one of plecemeal reforms. There certainly exists
sufficient indication in favor of this argument when we view
the development of the party platform, from the aims of a blood-
less revolutionary one, with the elimination of the capitalist
system, to the almost exclusive emphasis on reform in those
platforﬁs on which the soclalists were finally elected to
political power. Thelr behavior in public office further
follows the reform orientation of the later party platforms,
and there is no in&ication of far reaching innovations in the
direction of socialism. The ﬁolitical behavior of these men
while in officé can be said to mainly follow along one of the
lines of their political agitation; they promised, and gave the
city of Milwaule e a clean and efficient administration, which
helped to make the imerican socialist famous in Europe.

Yot the political leaders of the group took pains to
differentiate their position from that of merevreformers.
Victor Berger stated in defense of socialism the following,
when his party had been compared to La Follette's progressive
movement:;‘"Up to a certain point....the tactics of the Soclal

Democrats and the social reformers are exactly the same. Both

built upon past historical development and taking into con-

sideration the present conditions....But the tactics and the

Fh



aims of the Social Temocrats do indeed differ from ﬁh@
the social reformers in one essential point. The Sec’
Democrats never fail to declare that with all the soeiel‘
f

forms, good and worthy of support as they may be, conditilons

cannot be radically and permanently improved....iWe Social

B

Democrats say, we are willing to accept and help in every

social reform. But we also say that socilal reforms are but
installments by which we rust not allow ourselves to be bribed--

that full economic freedom will only be achieved by Social
' 102

Democracy. " This distinctlon between the reformers and the

Social Democrats, however, did not prevent the Social Democrats

from forming an alliance, l.e. a btemporarily combined ticket

4 oy} : £ . ) 10 5

with the La Follette party for the state election of 191Z.
Obviously the soclallists used and endorsed any means which

they felt would bring the realization of thelr utopla closer.

1s was only possible by a very broad interpretation of the
Thi 1y p ble by a ry broad interpretat of %

socialist ideas. "Our aim is Soclal Demccracy. That means

Socialism and Democracys...0ur almAbelnw the Social Democracy,

Weeosocanmobt go any faster than the Demos, the people will

104
permit.” In practice the aim to execute "the will of the

people's By gearing their orkntation to the will of their
. people, or more specifically toward the trade-unionists, and

later petty bourgeols elements, the socialists realized their

of Victor Berger, Congressional Speeches and
he Milwauke e Leader, Hilwaukee, 1929,

10o.Taeonr Py 0P cit., Pe 78
104.The Bocial Democratic Herold, AuQUSt 17, 19801 (This is the
first lilwauke 6 edition of the paper.) '
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aim of americanizing their ideology.
The Germsn radical socialists realized early that the

only approach to soclalist politics possible was to appeal
the American working class. They realized further that they
had to adjust to the social setting of the mentality of the

American people. The resulting changes were: emphasls on

of their utopian aim of the cooperative commonwealth into a

more and more distant future. The American social scene and

the general routinization aspects of the movement resulted in

=
the changed attitudes of the socialist movement.
This change orientation was well established by 1910. The

Social Democratic party since then has routinized this mentality

e

into a stable tradition. German influence within the party

gradually lessened with the passing away of the original German

more important, however, was the 'Tact that the German socialists

learned to consider themselves as American socialists. They no

longer considered themselves as a group one jump shea’, and |

consciously adjusting to £it the American scene, but rather as

aBiherents of the Americanized soclalist ideoclogy. Thus they no

longer constituted a distinct group within the general socialist

movement.

As long as the original group of CGerman socialists was led |

-

by men such as Victor Berger, Emll Seidel, Edmund Melms, Fran}

(]

105. Theodor ller, ope. clt., Dpe. 83,




Weber, etc., who set out hnericenize thelir sociallist demo-

cratic ideologies, they copstituted a powerful nucleus within

the movement. They were the intellectual leaders of théimdve—
ment, and credlt must go to.ﬁhem.for changes which did
occur in the ideologles ol the movems: Yet, 1t would be
incorrect to assume that these men held all positions of powéf'
their machine. They realized the importance of keeping
German men on thelr platforms to get the vote of the German
socialist following but they reallzed ecually well that they

7 .

had to anpeal to the American constituancy through Amer
?epresentativés; Therefore thelr processes of Americ

of the movement did snelude the grooming of Americans for
party posit ons,  Frederic Eeath‘waé'éne\of the first American .

mewbers of the scclalist movement: later he ran for the office
3

of alderman and was elected in 1904; he was for a time the

editor of the "Social Democratic Herold and ected member of

106
the school board. The orig 3 2.4 T " the German

socialists was therefore gradually replaced by American leadsr-
ship, and the Americanization of the movement can be sald to

be achleved.

106, Marvin Wachman, op. cit.




Conclusion

It is now necessary to assess and compare the two types

L3

cal soclo-political ideologies with regard to thelr

I

ot

of rad
respective influence in the United States, thelr adaptive
change, their representative publics, thelir similarities and
their differences within the American socio-culbural situation.
Cur hypothesis was that the theorles basic to these re-

spective ideologles, were decisive for the ad

4
<

ustment and
asgsimilation of the two immigrant groups to the American socio-
political structure.

We must therefore compare the liberal democratic and the
socialist democratic ideologles. We will here consider speci-
fically the soclal orientation of these ideologies. lWe avall
ourselves 5f karl Mannheim's éonstructed types of utopian

107
mentallty.

The liberal mentality is basically characterized by a
utopia which essentially confronts a "correct" rational and/or
virtuous ideal world to evil reality. This utopia lies in the

infinite future and 1s not specifically fixed in time. The

L

l,...‘o

realization of the ideal represents an infinite and unlinear

progress. . Emphasis i1s placed upon the acceptance of culture

by

moral idealism in

3

{

and moral conduct of man. Philosophic anc

this perspective pervades all spheres of cultural life. This

"idealistic! philosophy impels 1ts adherents to aspire to the

107+ Karl mnheim, ops cit., pp. 197-206, 215-222.




110.

ighest attainable stage of self-consciousness. This loftv
L & > 3

cultural liberalism was more preoccupled with 1*3 norms than

with the actuval social situation. Bmphasis on the intelligent

and ethnical individual as the decisive unit of action lead to

the lack of concreteness of all its ideals. The bourgeois and

the middle classes were the main adherents of the liberal

mentality, and it was disciplining itselr through conscious

T e

self-cultivation, and by re garding ethical and intellectual

culture as its principal self-justification against the noblility.

This emphasis on ethics and intellectualism led the representa-

tives of culturéed liberalism to expect all progress from educa-

tion and personality formation, rather than from changes in the

institutional framework of 3001etv.

-
)

et
o

The soe

ist mentality radicalized the liberal utopila.

It agrees with the liberal 1 utop

}..Jc

a in believing that the realm

of freedom and equality will come into existence only in the

remote future, but socialism places this fubure into a mueh

i +
v

'._la

ct

fic se

more spec ng and time: the breakdown of capitalismnm.

In this context, ideas are not dreams and desires, bubt weapons

of criticism, means of justifying class solidarity and the

class struggle of the disadvantaged groups. OCutmoded ideas may

be dropped and fruitful ones are considered practicable only

when the social process reaches a given vhase, level,

<

structured situation to be constantly clarified and~redefined.

The,economicﬁand social structure of society becomes absolute

reality for the socialists. 1In the socialist ideology the




material aspects of existence are greatly emphasized, while in

the liberal ideology they are experienced merely as negative
and obstructive factors. The socialist "idea", in its practi

cal application, operates not as a formal and transcendant

rinciple like bthe liberal "idea", which regulates the events
X 3 [

:

from the outside. Ii is concelved rather as a tendancy
embodied in the matrix of reality. Hence ideas continuously
have to be corrected with reference to their context. The
socialist therefore aims at eliminating the survivingvpast in
the economic and social present to liberate the potential ly
avallable elements of a future soclety.

Thus intrinsic differences in orientation led to the

different developments of these ideologies, and of the German

groups which adhered to these soclo-political ideologies in

. il . .
the United States. to these general differences must be added
f)

specific factors, which affected the attitudes of the two
German immigrant groups in the United States. These factors
comprise the push and pull factor for their migration, the
cultural configuration of the United States at their arrival,
the coﬁposition of the groups, and thelr expectations and goals
of aspiration. Ve shall briefly deal with these factors
_separately. 5
The forty-eighter group came to the United States for a
twofold reason: In search for a temporary asylum, and they

chose the United States because they had abstractly conceived

.

- . 2 1
of 1t as a pure "democracy". They felt themselves to be
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revolufionary martyrs, and were highly excitable, They had
suffered status deprivations from the falilure of the revolution
and their forced immigration, and thelr frustration led them tb
a compensatory feeling of superiority in the attempt to maintain
or to reconstruct their status position in the new world. This
lead to clannishness among thé group cof intellectuals, scholars,
and sﬁudﬁnts devoid of a receptive public. They expected to

win recognition for thelr revolutionary endeavors in.the old
country and to attain comparable cultural and social status
positions in the United States. American public opinion gave
them sympathetic recognition and a cordial welcome for a short
time. Once permanently settled in the United States they were
considered, by both the older German immigrant groups and the
dominant culture groups, 48 cdmpetitors. They were disappéinted
with American democracy because their bookish stereotypes of
democracy did not allow for the contingencies of democratic life

-

n the United States. The forty-elghters never had had the

fe

opnortinity to test their lofty cultural liberalism in political
ng: o 2 i

workaday life. Thelr democratic 1deas were pure theory derived

from - ancient classics and half understood French and British
models, BSlavery, in America going together with politiecal

democracy, came to them as a shock. FEnlightened humanists as

thayswere:they could further not tolerate sectarian funda-
mentalism. Both slavery and fundamentalism with its more

ctices became targets for thelr criticism. = - -

ialist may be said to have come for two reasons: to

_persecution and gain freedom in the realm of
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political expression and activity, and tc win economlc oppor-
tunities. TUnlike the fofty—eighters, the socialists did not
expect to come to a land which incorporated even in theory
theor soclo-political aspirations, rather they came knowihgly
from a semi~-feudal to a purely capitalist soclety, in whith
they expected to push toward soclalisme.

The social setting of the United States at the arrival of
these groups is of significance with regard to thelr assimila-
tion. The arrival of the forty-eighters at the mid 19th cent-
ury confronted them with a socio-political situation for which
they were ill-fitted. In the middle West the highly educated
German refugees faced a frontier society, where the art of
making money by hard physibal‘labor was considered as the main
orientation, and where the fortv-eighter intellectual was as
mmknown as useless, or at least hils skills were not in demand.

Only few of them could caplitalize on their skills and education,

3

Wid-western university not being ready for them. This
situation almost forced the forty-eighter into group seclusion
and mutual aid. The German schools, teachers colleges, music

societies, the army, etc, held out income opportunities for the

#

members of the group. In the changed economic situation

following the Civil War the group finally found openings
B J ks oo

for

thSif~St&ﬁus aspirations. Some turned to technology and took:

pecialties, others took to industry and trade.

tural and soclal aspects this group was forced into

tﬁr*sélf~dependence, the contemporary cultural

situ&ﬁi@n?@i® ﬁ®t,®ffér sufficient broad opportunities for
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intellectual and academic pursuits. American students still

went to Burope, particularly Germany, for their doctorate

degrees. Johns Hopkins University was the first university in

108
the United States to grant the first Ph.D. in 1890.

The afrival and the growth of socialist ideology in:tﬁéf:
United States occurred at a later his torical perlod when the
cultural and economic advances in the lilddle ?est were alfeadv’
on a much higher plane. The plebelan socialist group also did
not come from universitles or the intellectual middle classeé,
as did most of the forty—eighters, Their eipéctations and
demands therefOfe dlflered in orlehtatlon. The 1m_i rrant
3001a11sts were ddVdnced” Ulth rewara to twooretlcal1y elabor-
ated class conscvousness,ylnterndt ondllsm, and 1n31ght into

the soclo- polltlcal n051t10n OL the SO”lal strata with which

they were ldentified and which tnev came to represent. These

ar

]
,*7‘5

reclsely the characteristics which they found lacking in
the American scene, and which they set out to remedy, in order
to achieve and surpass the soclo-political position of the
submerged working classes in Europe.

Both immigrant groups différed Qreatlv in thelr social
00ﬂ0051t10n. The bour?eois liberal Porty—bighter “ebfesented‘
the middle classes with all its caavocfeflstlcs of Suabus
crévihg, "wenteelness", pride in education, clannishness to the

point of snoblsm, frustration from lack of status recog nltlon,

lOo. ThWLng, Charles F. The American and the Gevman UanGPSltY.
~Macmillan Company, NWew York, 1928. : ~
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and pride in their distinctive cultural contributions. Thej

suffered furthermore from their ill-suited socio—political
orientation, their intense German nationalism which ﬁad mdti—
vated them to engage in the revolutionary endeavor of 1é4§;j
against the petty German princes and their dynastlc states, and
from exaggerated notions about their worth and social 31gn1f1-i
cance. Besldes representing the German bourgeols middle class;
the forty-eighters had suffered revolution and defeat, SOClal
~uprooting, immigratioﬁ and marginality, which intensified their
origihal orientation. Whereas the socio-political orientation
had previously been one aspect of the group, within the familiar
and integréted social order of Germany, they represented in the
United Statee separate and closer groups only very loosely
integrated with the dominant cultural pettern. The resulfing
clinging to their 1egacy and special valuekerientation, and the
gradual ossification of the group, resulted from their inability
to make a place for themselves in the main stream of American
life. Prerequisite would have been the sacrifice of their
specialized culture pattern which the group was unable to make,
as'they considered their socio-political values as the core of

their existence. The rigid adherence to this cultural pattern,

and their social exclusiveness, resulted from this strong
attachment to their ideologles and values.

| The socialist group stemmed from quite a different social
stratum; that of artisan workers, skilled craftsmen, in shoft k
the workiﬁg class. Unlike the American working classes, thls

group by 3001a1 hlstorlcal background was class con301ous in




orientation. Their marginality and consciousness of separaten

&5

K3

ness did not lead to the clannish seclusion of the forty-
eighters. Their separateness did not spring from nationalism
and 4id not center on thelr own group, bub they were identlified

.

with their soccial equals of the world Any "wageslave™ was to

})J

g

them a member of their class, regardless of his nation, culture,
or language group. Their class consciousness emphasized their
status segregation from the middle and upper classes, regardless
of which society or nation. The soclalist group therefore had

'Y

an entirely different ox 1entation toward the dominant culture,
than did the forty-eighters. They did not look for, or seek,
recognition within soclety as a whole; they sought recognil tion
within their own social stratum. And as they pursued a univer-
sal and not a national ideological goal Tthey could continue

N

heir struggle in the new social setting. They could afford

i

4 . . .
to retaln action toward tne¢n utopta as thelr malin orientation.

£
U

4

The recognition they claimed was not a soclo-cultural

£
ecognition, hitched to a foreign literature and language, butb

rather a purely political ideological one. The development

and 1 .1 ience of this group can therefore not be found in

'Y

Intellectual culture, as was malinly the case, or at least the

a

intention of, the bourgecls liberal group, but it can mainly be

g

found in political life

The expectations and demands of these two groups were dis-

cussed previously, but shall now be cbmpared more clogely.

The group of liberal humanitarian forty-eighters expected

their democratic aims to be largely reall

zed in the United




inite aims to strive for in the

United States, particularly hecause they originally inbended

&

to stay but temporarily, whnich a number of the forty-eighters
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eir ldeology

. 1 11

lacked concreteness regarding group actlon toward the realiza-

T1q

on of their utopian aims. “he disappointing discovery that

C.‘_
e

cf

he United Stabes differed from what they considered "true
" N . 2 . . - .
democracy , led them to the position of the critique, a role

which they assumed with great thoroughness. Symptomatic 1s

Friederich Kapp's glorification of John Brown, his seething

and penetrating analysis of New York machine politics, corrup-

tion in government and similar evils, and his feeling of self-

on toward

e

righteous superiority. This critical orientat!:

—"\

existing social and political configurations, supplements of

their abstract and lofty philosophical ideology, which prevented

the group members in the United States from achieving the

leadership they had in Germany, and led tTo their

=

ogition o

3
ct
o

clation. This isolation was further

oF
e
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I._J-
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seclusion and frustra

a

brought about by the shift of emphasis with

fte

¥

1 the group during

\J g

their settlement in the United States. They graduvally realized
thelr lack of influence in the United States, after thelr
failure to gain power and recognition in the Republican party,

and in the Civil War. This frustration led to renewed emphasis

109. Wilhelm Hense-Jensen, op. cit., Vol. 1, p. 159,
1~

110. Friederick Kapp, Geschlichte der Deutschen in N.VY.:
VcrlaT von E. Stelger, New York, 1867,




1184
on thelr legacy, theilr old world culture values, and the con-
tinuous efforts to maintain thelr cultural an d intellectual

pursuits. This shift in orientatil

O

n wa%not as complete or
suidden as 1t may seem, because humanlitarian ethics and German
classical idealism had been the basic values of the group from
the start. The emphasls on individual self clarification and
perfection of the self was only brought into sharper focus
when politlcal resignation bec&r & constant att
short we find the gradual loss of dynamics in the achievement

'y 2 A

of thelr goal striving, and a stronger emphasls on past achieve-

ments and special socio-cultural sndeavors as the one remalining
approach of the group toward thelr ideological goals. The
iscolation of the group hence had 1ts compensatilons and was not
necessarily a painful experience to the group, but offered
ways and means to implement thelr special value orlientation,

The fact that this group was but ephemeral in the United 3States,

is evident from 1ts lack of successorshin in the following

Eh ()

[oF
e

generations, which turned to pragmat

T

sm and philosophical

el

experimentalism away from German 1ldeal to
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be primarily due to the economic achievements of a numbser of the

forty-eighters motivated by the Intense status striving of the
group; 1t resulted in abstention from expliclt soclo-political

rientation among succeeding generatlions.

mhé‘dlms of the soclalist groups, and their ideological
orientatiqn,‘as noted, differed considerably. The central aim
of 3001allsts 1f spec fically to abolish the capltallstlc

“economy, and establish a planned economy. They are out for
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action geared Lo the existing social, political, and sconomic
situation. This eology differs primarily from the liberal
bourgeois ideology in its single-purposeness. Unlike the foftye
elghters, the soclalists aimed not at self perfection of fhé

1. .

groun men as the supreme goal, but they wished to get into
power 1 establish the cooperative commonwealth.
Their nbati herefore economic-political in

to the culbtural and humanist liberalism of t

The soclalists were not striving for status exclusiveness but
for elective offices. They sought to win the trust of the

i1ties to the concrete

working classes and geared thelr activ
situvation. This practical orientation toward the achievement
of political power, as over against the theoretical norms of
the liberal ideology, constitutes one of the greatest differ-
ences in the value orientations of the two groups, and helps to
explain the differential development of the groups, who both
strove for greater democracy,

A comparison of the two ideologies shows that the liberal
mentality emphasized absolute norms with regard to @ovevnment
soclal and economic questlons, as well as humanlitarian ideals
ih all spheres of cultural life. The socialist ideoclogy alows
for a variety of sultable means, or methods of orientation,
and only rigidly retains the final socialist goal of&ﬁt 
By théir emphasis on political power, the socialiéﬁﬁg

could adjust to American conditions and could survive in the

new cultural setting. The liberal g roup, not holdin

specific aims and orientations, aside from that of "German




unity”; was handicapoed by Tthe soclo-cultural situation in
which they found themselves, and rigldly emphasizing personal
self perfection they found themselves in a blind alley position.
The failure of the forty-eighter group can therefore be sald
to be partially due to thelir pri ipled absolutism, while the
success of the socialists can be ascribed partially to the
pragmatic emphasis on existing socio~political situations.

The moral achievement of "clean" city government in iilwavkee

3

under socialist leadership was the result of such efforts. o

If we now ldok at the changes in the ideologies, we Tind
little change .in the case of the forty-eighters, and far-
reaching changes in the socialist ideological orientation. The
forty-elghter group can be sald to have changed toward cultufal
conservatism, particularly toward the preservation of thelr
cultural achievements. Thelr isolation resulting from the
combination of three factors, the i1deological orientation, the
contemporarary soclal situation, and the psychological orientaé

tion of the group, served to lessen the need for changes in

.o
t
L

l,_.Jn
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their value orientation, and resulted in the of .The

group to adjust to the dominant cultural patterns. The human-

1ilosophical liberalism declined with the passing away
of the German forty-eighters in the United States.

The changes in the socialist i&eology during its;gssimila—
tion to the American culture are conslderable, fThey,pbiht
toward a pragmatic orientatiqn of the ideology,;ahd toward

political action which allowed 1its adherents to adjust to their

social situation. Their ideological demands made 1t necessary

it
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to consider and meet the special sltuation, for the sake of the
final aim, the utoplan cooperative commonwealth. The change
was & lessening of the radical t endencles, and the greater
emphaslis on immedliate melloration of special conditions, While
the uvtopia was moved further into the future. These changes
were partlially due to the fact that the leaders were dealing
with a less‘awakened laboring class than they themselves did-
represent, the fact that American culture strongly emphasized
practical orlentation to the existing soclal configuration,

and that labor organizations were still weak. But this change

toward conservatism was partially due to the gradual routinlza-

tilon-of the movement into a functioning, well, organized

political party, which was confronted with the actual applica-

tion of 1ts ideology, the maintenance of party membership, and

later on also with administrative problems of municipal govern-

ment. It is further to be kept in mind that once this group

was in power, they had to operate in a capitalist soclety, in

which they never represented more than a local and small

N

minority. Iilwaukee, with a soclalist municipal government, o
st111 had to exist within the larger American society. The
changes which occurred in the socialist ideology therefore éan

be said to be due to the specific cultural configuration in

which 1t operated, the support of which was essential te the

movement, and which was consciocusly sought by the movement.

The socialist ideology therefore can be sald tc have been

successfully introduced into the dominant culture in Milwaukee
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through the processes of the Americanization of the basic
ideology, il.e., the adjustment of the ideology to the cultural,
social, e€conomic, and political demands of the existimgisqcial~
situation. |

Cur last gquestion concerns the influences of the dqmin&ﬁt 
culture on the development of the two ideologlies. DLTertain of
the characteristic developments which we have seen in these tWo

“. s

radlcal groups can be found within groups with similar 1deolo=

11
111

cical orientations in thelr development in Europe. The
liberal bourgeois democratic ideology did not achieve any
permanent footing in Europe, and developed similarly to the
forty-eighter group in the United States. The socialist
ideology in Europe also gradually developed some of the conser-
vative trends which we find in the American Social Democratic
party.

We nevertheless maintain that these groups and ideologles
developed the way they did because of their American setting.
The isolation, and the turn toward the maintenance of the past
achlevements of the forty-eighters, must be considered, at
least as partially growing out of two factors absent in the
European scene, the experiences of ilmmigration with the result-
ing loss of status, and the lack of opportunities for the
application, or the exercise, of the ideology in American

112 ,
culture-of the period. Even though the Fo”ty—elnhters qro

111, Karl Mannheim, op. cit., pp. 200-206, 219-222, ,
112¢ CGsecar tlandlin, Boston's Immigration, 1780-1865, Herward
University Press, Lambridge, 1941, p. 152. .




123.
did share the experiences of the loss of the revolution with
the rest of the German bourgecis liberals, they nevertheless
were not exposed to the counter—revolution in Germany. They
also found themselves in a scociety where thelr basic demands
for constitutional government were realized, such as the right
of universal suffrage, elective government, etc. We therefore
must conclude that their development into the isolated commun-
ity which the forty-eighters did represent in the United States,

must be due to configurations within the Ilmmigrant

09

roup,
and within the dominant culture, rather than only within the
ideologidal orientatiocn whcih the group shared with the other
Furopean groups. Therefore we feel that fhe similar configura-
tions of the forty-eighter group, and other bourgeols groups in

Burope, were due to somewhat different causes. They were due

to the marginal position of the immigrants, and their attitudes

[N

and definition of the dominant cultural situation.

In the case of the European socialist ideology, we also.
find conservative trends and shifts from revolutionary to
evolutionary means of social change. It can not be denied that
in thecpractical application, and in the rcutinization of the
movement, conservatism is likely to appear in all ideological
.or social movements. Yet the American trend toward conserva-~
tism can be sald to have been much stronger, and much more
pronounced than has been the case in the European development.

e feel again that this 1s due to the American cultural pattern
’ : i} & b4

the lack of rigid class lines, and of class consciocusness, the
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pragmatic orientation of the trade union movements, and the

iy
b

~minority position which © socialist group held, and holds,
in the political order. |

It is our contention that the éeveIOpment of these ideolo-
gies, though they might on the surface resemble the general
developments of the ideologies outside the United States, never-
theless were deeply influenced by the cultural configurations
in which they developed in the United States.

Regarding the influence of these ideclogles on the

American liberal movements, we can briefly say the following:
The influences. of the forty-eighter group were comparatively

small with regard to the political movements in the dominant

[
}_l-

ef participation in the earliest

culture. Except for their br

stages of the Republican party, and the contribution of such

politics as Karl Schurtz, Francis Lieber, Lorenz Brentano,

1 . ~ " . N . °
Gustav Korner, etc., the influence of the German forty-eighters

in WMilwaukee, and In the Unlited States in general, can be seen

in the fields of cultural endeavor, rather than in politics.

Tt can be stated that thev helped raise the general level of
3 b &

cultural achievements, and they gave an impetus to the interest
in the fine arts and in education. They contributed to the

5

development of technology and industry, which can not be

attributed to their particular socio-political orientation.

The contribution of the socialist ideology is readily

[

assessable.

Ve stated that the introduction of the sociallst

ideology into American culture can not be attributed to the




German refugees alone. But we can state that the develo

within the social movement, particularly in Milwaukee and

was strongly Influenced by the German r

declogy, as well as the Teaaero ip of Victor B

German born soclalists. We may mention men, Ssuc

[}
[N

Cscar Ameringer, Emil S el, Paul Grottkau, Carl P. Dietsz

1
etc. The rise of the socialist party in Milwaﬁkee, up unti.
1910, can be sald to have mostly been the work of the German
goclalists.

In conclusion we want to reemphasize that we believe that

o~

the development of the two different types of German radical

ideoclogles and the development of the refugee groups which

represented these ldeoclogies, were dependent on, notfon

contemporary social situations prevalent in the dOWlﬂ%

culture and also within the immigrant groups, the problems of

o

immigration and marginality, the consiituancy of the group, the

L9,

status cravings of the groups, but also and most important,

of these g was dependent first and foremost

the development

ideological orientation. 1t was

upon thelr the ideologil

orientation which largely determined thelr development,

tation, and adjustment, and which the adjustments and ch

N

within the very
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