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Establishment of UW Foundation; Other foundations in country; Role of George Haight and Howard Potter; Office space; Early fund raising efforts; Merle Curti and Frederick Jackson Turner chair; Growth of Foundation; Foundation and presidents E. B. Fred, Conrad Elvehjem and Fred Harvey Harrington; Social sciences vs. hard sciences and WARF vs. Foundation; Fund raising during student riots of late 1960s; Local newspapers and Foundation; Hilldale Shopping Center and McClain Sports Center.

FIRST INTERVIEW, December 1989

Tape 1/Side 1
0:00:14
RR born in La Crosse, Wisconsin on February 20, 1923.  Attended La Crosse Central High School and graduated in 1940.  Always wanted to attend University of Wisconsin.  In 1942, RR a freshman at UW majoring in Chemistry.  Had a football scholarship, which consisted of two jobs to pay for meals and board.

0:02:27
RR made All-City football team his last two years of high school.  Also on American Legion State Championship baseball team in 1939.  During RR's last year of high school he was recruited by UW coach Harry Stuhldreher.  RR was interviewed by Stuhldreher in high school hallway and promised jobs in return for playing football at Wisconsin.  Interview lasted 10 minutes.  The University of Minnesota also tried to recruit RR.  Russ Schultz, Johnny Anderson, and RR were recruited from Central High School.  There was no limit on the number of students the athletic department could promise jobs to. 

0:05:21
UW football team had bad seasons in 1940 and 1941.  Had some good players like Pat Harder and Dave Schreiner.  Had recruited Elroy Hirsch, Hank Olshanski, and Rodney Liliquist from Wausau.  These three and the three boys from La Crosse all lived together in boarding house their freshman year.

0:07:43
Football conference was the Big Nine.  Chicago was out and Michigan State had not yet joined.

0:08:21
As Chemistry major, RR had to take German, Math, English, and Chemistry.  Worked 2 hrs/week for meals and 6 hrs/week for board.  RR had a difficult schedule. Had to drop German and make up the credits the following semester to be eligible for Fall football.  Football scholastic requirements were 24 credits a year while maintaining a certain GPA. 

0:09:44
Harvey Sorum a good lecturer in Chemistry.  RR met Dr. Kahlenberg, a star of the Chemistry department.  He was a stern, older gentleman.

0:10:55
Chemistry classes would consist of two big lectures and two quiz sections.  RR dropped Chemistry major after freshman year and went into the College of Agriculture where he majored in Dairy and Food Industry. 

0:13:32
Babcock Dairy Club was social organization.  Discussed possibilities in industry.  They had outside speakers come in to discuss the real world and job prospects.  Club not very active and met once a month. 

0:14:23
W Club didn't meet often.  RR did not have time to participate.

0:14:58
Did not go out to farms or work in campus barns.  Instead would make ice cream, cheese, and butter in Hiram Smith Hall.  Babcock ice cream available.  During Depression, people would exist off buttermilk.  For a penny, a cup could be bought, and a person could drink all the buttermilk he wanted.  Remnants of Depression present when RR started school. 

0:16:59
Boarding House located at 812 W. Johnson (now Theater/Vilas Hall).  Was three story house.  They lived with family called the Hanley's.  He was a Custodian at UW.  The boys lived on the second floor.  Hirsch and Olshanski roomed together.  RR and Russ Schultz had a room. The Hanley's lived below.  Buzzer system for phone calls.  If they were too loud the Hanley's would buzz them.  Paid $15 a month rent.

0:19:01
RR worked for the Madison Business Association, which was the forerunner to Madison Chamber of Commerce.  They would hire athletes.  RR would canvass the street writing down license plate numbers, then check to see where the shoppers were coming from.  Paid 75 cents/hr which paid for room.  The other job RR had consisted of working 1 hr/meal at Lawrence's restaurant on University Avenue across from the old hospital.  Every evening after football practice RR would go and scrub pots for two hours in exchange for lunch and dinner. 

0:21:01
Lived at 812 W. Johnson for sophomore year; then moved to the 400 block of N. Murray (where A.W. Peterson Building is now).  Lived with Hirsch and Olshanski.  Walt Ottenbach and Bob Sullivan, who played baseball and basketball, also lived there. 

0:21:54
Played baseball on UW team in 1943 to get out of spring football training in the stock pavilion.  RR won letter in baseball.  Spring football practice began in February and ran for three weeks. 

0:23:22
Harry Stuhldreher was one of the original Four Horsemen of Notre Dame.  Was a legendary Quarterback.  At UW he was football coach and athletic director.  Had only three assistant coaches (backfield, line, and end) and a freshman coach.  1942 team had Pat Harder, Dave Schreiner, Bob Bauman, Jack Wink, and Fred Negus.  Lost only one game.  Contenders for national championship.  Lost to Iowa.  Went to Iowa game in a motor caravan.  Madison business men were given an extra ration of gas to drive the team to Iowa City and back.  On way home found out American Army had invaded North Africa.  Football team ranked #3.  Basketball team won the NCAA Championship in 1941-42.

0:27:44
RR played left end on football team.  Players played both ways, with no rest.  Ends and halfbacks were the receivers, they had no split ends.  Not much passing in the game, mostly running. Tackles weighed 210-215 lbs.  Quarterback was Jack Wink from Milwaukee.  Elroy Hirsch and Pat Harder were backs.  Dave Schreiner was the pass receiver.  Fred Negus was at center.  Elroy Hirsch's nickname was "ghost."  Not until 1942 season was he nicknamed "crazy legs" by a Chicago sports writer, because he made long run during a game against a Great Lakes team at Soldier Stadium.  Hirsch had habit of throwing his legs to the side.  During the War, all bases had football teams to entertain the troops.  RR played at Pearl Harbor the fall after the War.

0:33:10
Many members of the 1942 UW football team went into the service.  RR joined the Marine Corp.  Clarence Dykstra, then President of the University, was made an offer by the US Navy to be paid a certain amount of money per naval person on campus for training.  Dykstra had his choice of 1000 male Marines or 2000 women Sailors.  Choose women.  Marines shipped to University of Michigan.  There a football squad of 15 men was assembled, with eight from Wisconsin on the starting line, including RR.  This team won Big Ten Championship, tied with Purdue.  Was no military football program at Wisconsin or Minnesota and subsequently both had bad years.  Northwestern and Notre Dame, however, did have programs.  The Michigan team with RR played UW and won 27-0. 

0:36:55
Wisconsin's big rivalry was with University of Minnesota.  It was intense but friendly.  Every game was sold out, even in bad weather.  There was a special train that would go up to Minnesota.  People would party all the way up and back again.  The Paul Bunyan Axe had all the scores painted on it. 

0:39:10
RR was at the University of Michigan for three semesters or one calendar year.  Then he went to Boot Camp at Paris Island, S. C., and Officer Training at Quantico, Virginia.  He was shipped overseas and while heading for Guam and the invasion of Japan, it was announced that the atomic bomb had been dropped on Japan.  By the time RR reached Hawaii, Japan had surrendered. 

0:40:59
RR returned in fall of 1946.  Wisconsin had the makings of a good team, but Hirsch and Harder had signed Pro contracts.  Lost nucleus of the 1942 team.  In 1947, had a good team and was in contention for the Rose Bowl until the last week of the season.  Lost to Michigan.  This was the second Rose Bowl played.  RR graduated in 1948.  Was three years in the military and one year at the University of Michigan.  Hard to readjust to school after service. 

0:43:00
In the postwar period, freshman were automatically eligible.  17 year olds were playing with 25 year olds. 

0:43:58
After the War, there was housing shortage.  Converted upper stories of the stadium to dorms.  RR lived in these dorms until graduation.  No more meal or room jobs, because G.I. Bill paid.  Football training did not include weight training.  Mainly calisthenics.  In La Crosse would row up stream in boats. 

Tape 1/Side 2
0:46:28
RR would see President Clarence Dykstra at functions.  Met him on a weekend pass from Michigan and had picture taken with him.  Great respect for him and all forms of authority on campus.  Only had one policeman on campus: Joe Hammersley. Dykstra had a Buick and a driver.  Hammersley made a girl take off a pair of athletic socks given to her by a football player.  This lead to a campus uproar.

0:49:51
RR met President E.B. Fred at a dedication of the Schreiner House Dorms in spring 1947.  RR represented students that lived there.  Governor and Schreiners were present. 

0:50:57
RR did not know Porter Butts.  RR would not go to the Union often except for the football training table, which was meals served the football team during the season.

0:51:31
Regarding the training table, the team would start practice on September 1 and practice for 3 weeks.  University would give them 3 meals a day during this time.  Once season started, the University would give them an evening meal after practice around 7:00 pm.  Was a perk. 

0:53:48
RR did not have much leisure time.  Would mainly associate with the other football players.  When season over, RR would go to the Union for Sunday afternoon dances.  Free cookies and milk. 

0:55:04
The Military Ball and Prom were the main social events, with tails required.  RR never attended.  Big people on campus went.

0:55:48
Regarding alcohol and tobacco, students could drink beer at 18 and hard liquor at 21.  Beer drinking was normal.  Used bus or walked.  The Union served beer and gained nationwide fame.  Could not smoke or drink during season.

0:57:27
Tuition was $48.00 a semester.  RR stayed out of school a year to work at the Trane Company before he started college. Saved money.  No loans available.  Few scholarships. 

0:58:59
Under terms of the G.I. Bill, any service person was entitled to money for college room, board, and tuition.  Did not cover all expenses.  G.I.'s would also cash in War Bonds bought while in Service.  RR did this. 

1:00:14
RR was not aware of any organized discrimination against Jews, but one fellow on the football team would purposely pick fights with Jews.  Most returning servicemen were more sympathetic.  Not much prejudice on football team.  UW had first two black players on team in 1946-47, Cal Vern and Bob Teague.  Teague became an announcer and appeared on the "Today Show" for awhile. 

1:02:37
Though campus was liberal, the large number of veterans did not tolerate anti-American views. 

1:03:37
RR is Lutheran and attended services at the Lutheran Student Center.  Was not active in social functions. 

1:06:32
End of first interview.

SECOND INTERVIEW, February, 1990

Tape 2/Side 1
0:00:00
The University of Wisconsin Foundation was begun on March 20, 1945 by a group of alumni and friends, most of whom had been instrumental in the foundation of the Wisconsin Alumni Research Foundation (WARF) in 1928.  The Wisconsin Foundation was to support the University through gifts and grants, whereas WARF's support came through patents.  Prior to the foundation all gifts went to the Board of Regents, with no organized fund raising, except for the Memorial Union campaign after World War II.  There was no annual or deferred giving.  The president or deans would accept gifts.  

0:03:07
Other universities were also beginning these foundations around the same time.  An excess profits tax encouraged the foundation to begin.  War profits were being taxed by the government. 

0:04:08
The University of Kansas had the first such foundation, started before the turn of the century and called the Kansas University Endowment Association.  This was founded because gifts could not be made to the university, but the state.  So this was the only way to make a gift directly to the school.  Private institutions, however, had been involved in these types of foundations for quite some time.

0:05:24
The foundation was not modeled after another university's, but rather was part of a trend.

0:07:04
George Haight and Howard Potter were instrumental in the beginning of the foundation.  Haight was the first chairman of the foundation and WARF; and Potter was the first president of the foundation.  They guided both associations. Haight was born in Cambridge, Wisconsin.  He graduated from the UW with a law degree and practiced law in Chicago.  He did not forget his Wisconsin roots, however.  

0:08:03
When the foundation was founded, its offices were in the First Wisconsin National Bank Building.  RR came to work for the foundation in 1955.  Basil Peterson was the Administrative Secretary and there was an office Secretary.  The offices were later moved to an old rooming house. 

0:09:22
One of the first goals of the foundation was to collect $5 million for the University Centennial.  This was not reached until 1955.  The money was to be used for the Wisconsin Center ($2.5 million) and the remaining for professorships, scholarships, and fellowships.  The Wisconsin Center was dedicated in 1958.  The first professorship established was the Fredrick Jackson Turner Chair in American History, which was established to keep Merle Curti at the UW.

00:13:45
RR was hired as the Executive Director of the Foundation, with a staff of three, which grew to 65 by 1990.  The position required sales experience.  RR had worked as a sales manager for a dairy equipment firm.  He interviewed for the Executive Director position in Milwaukee in May 1955 with the Executive Committee.  This included Irwin Meier, Howard Potter, Gordon Fox, and Joseph Cutler.

00:17:00
The Executive Committee (12 members, now 16) is a branch of the Board of Directors (25 members).  It functions between board meetings.  Members are selected because of their proximity to each other. 

00:17:58
The foundation, though autonomous from the University, does do fund raising for the University.  It does not, however, set University priorities or policies.  Occasionally the foundation will choose to support a university project, and will suggest alternative funding like the state.  When the foundation was begun there was no state money available for financial aid.

00:22:12
RR was in his position 25 years.  In 1983, the title was changed to President of the University Foundation, but the duties remained the same.  RR acted as a liaison with the top university administrator, which was the president until merger and the Chancellor after.  The foundation's primary connection was with the UW. 

00:24:36
During E.B. Fred's administration the university's goals were modest. 

00:26:06
Under President Elvehjem, the faculty was asked what they wanted, and the result was an art center. 

00:28:10
Fred Harrington was more aggressive at seeking private funds through the foundation for professorships, special institutes, etc.  In Milwaukee the first student union was built with the assistance of the foundation.  The foundation tries to keep donor money with the institution they attended. 

00:30:30
The merger with the state university system brought nine more foundations into the system.  Then they became divided by location.  Some campuses use the foundation for assistance.

00:32:40
Most of the foundation's priorities were in the social sciences and humanities.  WARF dealt successfully with the hard sciences.  If money did come to the foundation for the sciences, they would supplement WARF.

00:34:09
President Elvehjem was a scientist.  Support for the sciences came from WARF and the federal government.  Hard sciences also pushed for cultural projects.

00:35:35
Harrington, an historian, encouraged programs in social science. 

00:36:05
Professorships were mainly established in the humanities.  However, it was not until the late 1970s and early 1980s that the foundation really got into professorships.  It was at the urging of Chancellor Edwin Young that the Bascom Professorships were begun.  There are now 60 of them.  Support for professorships has quadrupled.

00:38:50
The increase in professorships was due to a lag in payments to professors.  The university was losing middle range professors, which lead to the Bascom Professorships.

0:40:19
Donors could name discipline they would like their money to go to.  Donor's name would be used on the professorship.  The university picked out which professors were to receive the professorships.

00:42:53
David Granger supported nuclear engineering professorships.  The dean and chair of the department had came to RR looking for support to retain Gerald Kulcinski, who is also on the Athletic Committee.

Tape 2/Side 2
00:45:27
RR's office was in a rooming house during the time the Wisconsin Center was being built.  Ground breaking was in 1956 and dedication was in April of 1958.  The foundation moved to the third floor of the Wisconsin Center.  The university provided space.  The Wisconsin Center was built by 100% private gifts.  Afterwards it was easier to raise money.

00:49:36
Began cultivation of prospective donors, but had to increase staff and budget.  Concentration was on the entire university.  In 1980s they began constituency fund raising for individual schools and departments.  By 1980 the foundation had a staff of nine and by the end of the 1980s it was 60.

00:51:02
Shortly after WWII the excess profit tax was lifted.  Tax incentives were still available for high income earners to make contributions.  RR did not stress tax advantages, but benefit to school.

00:53:13
In 1955, the Foundation used a formal fund appeal through direct mail.  Today it uses direct mail and telephone contact, which began in 1986 and contributed to the growth in gifts. 

00:54:36
In 1955, the Deferred Giving Committee was made up of Wisconsin Lawyers and others to advise the foundation how it could encourage bequests and life income gifts.  It took ten years before the foundation began to receive these gifts. 

00:56:20
Slichter's Law said any unrestricted bequest should be used so that the donor would not turn over in his grave.  Foundation confers with family, friends, and attorney, or looks at past giving record.

00:58:52
Money received had increased from 1955-1989, except for the first year of student riots. 

01:00:43
For three years in a row there was a major riot on alumni weekend.  70 year old would be teargassed, etc.

01:03:21
Major incidents were a teaching assistant strike and the bombing of Sterling Hall in the summer of 1970, which was ten days before the opening of the Elvehjem Art Center.  University never had to shut down during these riots.

01:06:42
Foundation was on the defensive during these riots.

01:06:58
Group of mathematicians had gathered at the university and one of the speakers was from the Army Math Group.  Protesters came in and threw red paint all over them.

01:08:11
RR kept completely away from the legislature and politics.  The legislature helped the foundation until athletic funds audit in 1985.  Wanted access to the foundation records.  RR would not open them all to the legislature.  Did not want to divulge donors so other universities could get their names.

01:12:38
The Capital Times and Wisconsin State Journal have been supportive.  Foundation has a good relationship even with the Evjue Foundation, which is the charitable arm of The Capital Times. 

1:13:47
The foundation has not had much to do with the City of Madison, except when it tried to develop the University Golf Course, an effort which lasted 17 years.  City would not allow residential zoning so that the foundation could sell land to make money for the golf course. 

1:16:24
Hilldale was a foundation development.  It began in the early 1960s.  The foundation is the sole stockholder, but does not run it.  It is operated by Hilldale Inc.  This area used to be the university's experimental farms until the city grew too much.  Hilldale Shopping Center produces $1 million annually for professorships. 

1:19:45
The McClain Sports Center was built before the funds were raised.  Need a new center because all the other Big 10 schools had indoor practice fields and had just hired a new football coach, Don Morton.  W Club also raises funds for the Center. 

1:22:24
Athletic Department has two fund raisers in the foundation. Gifts went up $100,000 last year.  They have been fund raising more aggressively. 

1:23:28
The foundation works with 50 year reunions and helps them develop a major gift to the university.  The class of 1918 asked the university what it wanted.  The response was to clean up the marsh by the suggestion of the Wildlife Department, but not turn it into a lake or pond.  This was an example where 70 and 20 year olds worked together. 

1:25:46
Rose Bowl predictions--UW will go to the Rose Bowl in 1994 against Southern California and win 34-20.
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