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Tape 1/Side 1

00:00:08	The interviewer gives some background on JW, including membership in the UW Law Class of 1938 and his roles as coach of the UW Boxing Team and as President of the NCAA.  The interviewer refers to an issue of Wisconsin Alumnus Magazine in which an article about JW was published.

00:01:44	The interviewer reads from an article about JW written by Arthur Hove concerning JW's background.

00:02:26	JW says he was boxing at the 135 lb. weight class when he first came to the UW as a student boxer in 1933.  The boxing coach at St. Thomas University, where JW attended college in the beginning of 1933, resigned as coach when the boxing team changed from an intramural program to an intercollegiate one.  JW took over as coach.  The St. Thomas boxing team traveled to the UW for the first Big Ten intercollegiate match.  In August of 1933, the UW asked JW to come to the UW to box and work as a boxing coach.  JW declined the offer because he had already made plans to attend the St. Thomas Law School for the next academic year.  The day after receiving the coaching offer, JW says, the St. Thomas Law School was closed; and JW notified the UW that he would take the coaching job there.

00:05:13	JW talks about Dr. Tony Curreri, who later became a faculty member at the UW Medical School, and who was also a boxer at the UW.

00:06:40	JW says that his first year at the UW was his third year in college.  At the UW he took one year of pre-law courses and four years of law school.  JW says that he decided not to box competitively, in addition to coaching, because playing the roles of both boxer and coach would have been too much of a strain.

00:08:12	The interviewer comments that JW is considered the most "illustrious coach in intercollegiate boxing history."  JW says that his boxing team members won thirty-six individual, national boxing championships, which is better than the record of any other boxing coach.

00:10:09	Between 1936, when the NCAA boxing tournament was begun on a yearly basis, and 1958, JW's boxing team competed in eighteen NCAA tournaments and won eight national titles.

00:12:48	JW says Minneapolis, where he grew up, was a good place for him to learn about boxing because a number of good boxers lived there.  He reports that he started boxing at the age of eight, had a good trainer, and read books on the "Gibbens" style of boxing.  He talks further about influences which helped make him a good boxing coach.

00:17:50	JW comments on the "Walk-jog-sprint," style of training taught to him by Joey Thomas, a friend of JW's and a professional boxer.  In this style, long-distance running is employed to get one's legs in shape in the beginning.  After this initial period, the Walk-jog-sprint style is more appropriate, because it more closely resembles the physical demands placed on boxers in a two-minute boxing round.  JW describes the Walk-jog-sprint style, talks about how it originated, and further explains its benefits.

00:23:22	JW graduated from law school in 1938 and got married a year later to a fellow law school graduate.

00:24:03	JW continues talking about the training regimen he espoused as a coach.  In 1936, Vern Woodard became JW's assistant coach.  JW says that at this time there were 150 student boxers on the team.  JW says he never cut anyone from the boxing squad because he felt that the purpose of the boxing team was to serve the students who wanted to box.

00:27:58	Only one boxer from each weight class was allowed to travel to tournaments.  The team would have seven or eight matches each year, not including the national tournament, he says.

00:29:27	JW served in the US Marines between 1943 and 1946.  Dean Fortell, from San Jose, became the UW boxing coach in JW's absence upon JW's recommendation.  When JW returned, Fortell worked as an advisory coach.

00:31:25	End of side.
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00:31:37	JW comments that at the time he started working for the UW, all employees automatically had to waive 10% of their salary.  JW adds that when he asked George Donner, the Director of Athletic Publicity, what the 10% waiver meant, Donner told him it meant JW could wave that 10% goodbye.

00:33:01	At first, JW paid out-of-state tuition to attend the UW.  Later, it was determined that JW should be paying in-state tuition since he was employed as a coach.  JW recounts a humorous story concerning Dean Goodnight.  Before JW discovered that he did not have to pay out-of-state tuition, he approached Goodnight for a student loan.  Goodnight had been the only person who did not want a boxing team at the UW, JW says, and refused to give JW a loan because JW was a boxing coach.

00:35:20	Some time later, Goodnight apologized to JW, saying that he had learned to appreciate college boxing.

00:36:51	JW talks about his friendship with Conrad Elvehjem and his association with Glenn Frank.  He comments on Frank's speaking ability.

00:38:50	When the UW boxing team was started, it was the first team in the Big Ten.  Because of this early start, he says, the UW team was able to compete against some of the best teams in the country, which served to draw a lot of spectators.  The best teams at the time were Penn State, Syracuse, Virginia and Navy in the east.  Miami University, Alabama, Mississippi and Louisiana State were the best southern teams.  He adds that George Wallace boxed for Alabama's team.  Washington State, San Jose and Idaho were the best teams in the west.  JW talks about which teams the UW competed against.

00:41:13	JW says that his team members considered his training regimen to be very tough.  He talks more about training.  Team members, he says, would work about three hours a day in addition to training.  He goes on to talk about places where team members worked during the academic year and during the summer.

00:44:49	[The interviewer says that he is including the names and statistics for each of the NCAA champs who boxed under JW.  See JW's folder in the Oral History Project office.]

00:45:18	JW tells a story about Vern Woodward, who was on the boxing team between 1935 and 1936 and later became JW's assistant.

00:46:30	JW says that the best collegiate boxer he coached was Gordie Harmon, and explains why he considers Harmon the best.  The best all-around boxer he coached, JW says, was Omar Crocker.  JW talks about Crocker's qualities.  He identifies Gene Rankin, who won three national championships in the same weight class, as another outstanding boxer.  Chuck Davey, whom JW coached at the Olympics, won four national championships, but not all in the same weight class.  JW says that Woody Swancutt was the boxer whom he coached with the greatest desire to win.

00:51:41	JW talks about his role as the coach of the 1948 US Olympic Boxing Team.   At that time, he says, boxers who made the Olympic team were those who were adept at the professional style of boxing.  Because of this, JW says, no UW boxers made the Olympic team in 1948.  JW was also not allowed to train the Olympic boxers in the collegiate style in 1948.  In 1952, JW was on the Olympic Committee and convinced the committee to allow Olympic boxers to be trained in the collegiate style, which he says was also the style used at the Olympics.

00:55:32	JW talks about some of the differences between the professional and collegiate style.  He offers Sugar Ray Leonard as a good example of a boxer who followed the collegiate style.  JW talks about Chuck Davey becoming a professional boxer.

01:00:14	JW says that four UW boxers eventually turned professional, and talks about two of them.  JW says he discouraged his boxers from ever turning professional because he viewed professional boxing as more of fight than sport.

01:02:55	End of side.
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01:02:56	JW says he would like to see college boxing return, because of the good it did for the athletes. Some were very successful after they finished school in their careers, including Woody Swancutt, who became a well-decorated general.

01:05:18	JW discusses one of this boxers, Charlie Mohr, whose death after a match lead to the end of college boxing. The boxers did not start wearing headgear until right after the war. They also wore well-padded 12 ounce gloves. During the run of the boxing program at UW, none of the boxers suffered any major injuries up until Mohr’s death.

01:10:46	JW did some refereeing for high school and college boxing to keep active. He also wrote a book at one point about teaching boxing to young men, but has no plans to write about his experience as a coach.

[bookmark: _GoBack]01:12:26	JW talks about the post-boxing careers of some of the successful boxers he coached, including Gene Rankin, Woody Swancutt, Bob Ranck, and many others.

01:34:14 	End of Side
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01:34:15	JW continues to talk about some of the boxers he coached.

01:38:28	JW says that one reason why so many students joined the boxing team was that students could meet their physical education requirements in this way.  JW comments that it was difficult to tell which boxers might become very good and which ones would never make much progress.

01:40:31	JW talks about a Professor Martin who did a four-year study on the UW boxing team.

01:43:16	JW says that college boxing more or less came to an end after the elimination of the UW boxing program caused the cancellation of the national tournaments.

01:45:14	JW tells a story about Omar Crocker's last boxing match.  The crowd was so large that the fire marshal told JW that future crowds would have to be limited.

01:47:22	JW says that as a coach he had fifteen out of twenty-three undefeated seasons, twenty-one winning seasons and two losing seasons.

01:48:45	At one time, JW says, he helped develop a high school boxing program which included 152 schools.  This program broke down during World War II, because the high school coaches left to fight in the war.

01:51:45	End of side.  End of interview.
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