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Objective: 
To determine whether Disney’s song lyrics in animated movies 
have changed from the early to more recent movies, especially 
regarding self-image words.!

Methodology: 
1) Created two corpora:!

A. 1992-2012 Corpus- the most recent 20 years of animated Disney movies!
B. 1937-1957 Corpus- the first 20 years of animated Disney movies!

2) Selected the three most popular movies in each corpus, as determined by 
the “Disney Movies Guide Rankings” website on 10/20/12.!

3) Used “The Unofficial Disney Animated Archive” to obtain all 
the lyrics in each selected movie.!

4) Used the Lextutor Web Frequency Indicator to obtain the 
frequency at which each word appeared in each corpus.!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
Percentage of total words: 0.7%!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
Percentage of total words: 0.4%!
!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!
Percentage of total words: 0.4%!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
Percentage of total words: 0.2%!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

 

Percentage of total words: 0.4%!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
 Percentage of total words: 1.1%!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

0!

5!

10!

15!

Smile!Eyes! Grin!Dome!Fuzz! Hat! Legs! Skin!

Body Parts or Clothing Words!

0!

5!

10!

15!

Heart!Eyes! Face! Hair! Knee!Teeth!

Body	
  Parts or Clothing Words!

0!

5!

10!

15!
G

re
at
!

G
oo

d!
O

ld
!

C
al

m
!

G
en

er
ou

s!
M

ig
ht

y!
N

ic
e!

Po
w

er
!

Pr
id

e!
R

ou
nd
!

Sm
al

l!
Th

ic
k!

W
ar

m
!

W
id

e!
W

on
de

rfu
l!

Yo
un

g!

Descriptive Words!

0!

5!

10!

15!

Be
lla
!

W
on

de
rfu

l!
Lo

ve
ly
!

Be
au

tif
ul
!

Br
ig

ht
!

D
ai

nt
y!

D
um

b!
Fr

ie
nd

ly
!

H
ap

py
!

M
ea

n!
M

er
ry
!

M
ig

ht
y!

N
ic

e!
Si

lly
!

Descriptive Words!

0!

5!

10!

15!

Compara(ve	
  Words	
  

0!

5!

10!

15!

Better! Best!

Comparative Words!

0!

5!

10!

15!

Pr
in

ce
!

Va
ga

bo
nd

En
em

ie
s!

Fo
ol
!

Pr
in

ce
ss
!

Sc
ou

nd
re

l!
Va

nd
al
!

Labeling Words!

0!

5!

10!

15!

Tramp! Angel! Prince!

Labeling Words!

C
or

pu
s 

A 
19

92
-2

01
2!

To
ta

l: 
2.

5%
 (i

n 
bl

ue
)!

C
or

pu
s 

B 
19

37
-1

95
7!

To
ta

l: 
3.

1%
 (i

n 
re

d)
!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
Percentage of total words: 1.0%!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
Percentage of total words: 1.4%!
!
!

Self-Image Words: !

Pronouns:!
Results:!
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Key: Corpus A!
        Corpus B!

!
Self-Image Words!
•  Self-image has not been a prominent theme in Disney lyrics.!
•  The low frequency of self-image words in the results show that the messages are 

not conveyed through song lyrics. However, self-image messages may be 
conveyed through some other aspect of the movies.!

Pronoun Usage!
•  Over time, content has become more focused on oneself than on others.!
•  The trend in pronoun use supports the theory that cultural products match cultural 

changes. In this study, the song lyrics, a cultural product, have become more 
focused on self as culture becomes more individualistic.!

Conclusions:!


