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Time
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00:00:00  
Start of interview/ interviewers introduction

00:00:47
Discussion of when Deb came to Madison (August 1977) from Minneapolis, Minnesota to attend the University of Wisconsin, Madison.
00:01:28  
Question: Were you out as a lesbian? Deb discusses her reasons for not being out and her first girlfriend. 
00:03:11
Question: Tell me about Law School. Deb discusses her experience, first in the Philosophy Department, her disappointment with the department, no women faculty and her transfer to the Law School.
00:05:40
Discussion of law school, Deb’s goals, disappointments and good things about law school. Her involvement with the Women Law Students’ Association is discussed. Women were about 1/3 of her class.
00:07:50
Deb discusses the Women Law Students’ organization and the idea that they were “just a bunch of lesbians,” which she said turned out to be “mostly true.” Deb realizes at this time that she is a lesbian and it’s o.k. Shelly Gaylor and Barb Litner were in law school with her. Some discussion of the lack of clinical programs, or at least, any value attached to them. But she does begin to get “hands on” experience and has her first jury trial during her third year of law school.
00:12:14
Question: Did you have a social life outside of academia? Deb talks a bit about dating, people she socialized with and the good friends she met.
00:12:53
Discussion of Liz Estrada opening, on Dec. 31 either in 1977 or 1978. She talks about how wonderful it was to “hang out” there. She was living in an efficiency over Rennebaum’s Department Store at this time. She met Donna Winter (oral history interview 2012) and Jennifer Peters, who are still good friends today.
00:18:12
Discussion about bartending at Liz Estrada and how Deb needed a change from socializing with law school friends.
00:20:00
Question: Can you describe what it was like in the early days of Liz Estrada?
Discussion of facility, people and her role in it.
00:23:48 
Question: Tell me about Kathryn Rouse. Deb talks about the murder/suicide (Rouse kills her ex-lover and then herself.). Deb talks about being “right in the middle of it.” She was good friends with Kathryn and felt somewhat guilty that she had not seen the signs of mental health issues in Kathryn, since she worked with many clients with such issues. She said that Kathryn was so “high functioning” that it was easy to overlook, though she did think that Kathryn was a very intense woman.
00:39:40
Discussion of Deb’s “open relationship” with Stephanie Mikesell.
00:43:00
Were you playing sports during this time? Discussion of Deb’s softball team, Jan Wheaton was the coach. Socialization, lesbians and the joy of city league softball are discussed.
00:51:00
Question: Did you have relationships with gay men in the community. Deb talks a bit about Steve Hurley, who was and is a good friend.
00:52:00
Discussion of the New Harvest Foundation. Deb was one of the founding members.
00:55:00  
Discussion of Deb’s political leanings.
00:56:30  
Question: Were you out when you were working as a Public Defender? In 1984 Deb transferred from the Janesville office to the Madison office, where she came out. She talks about the advantages of being out as a lesbian. Discussion of working as a public defender and defending people who have done terrible crimes against women and children. “I’m sure there were lesbians and feminists who would say what I was doing was wrong.”
01:04:58   
Question: Did you ever attend the Take Back the Night Marches? Gay Pride Marches? Discussion of importance of Michigan Womyn’s Music Festival, which Deb attended three times.
01:13:40    
Question: What did you feel about Butch/Femme? Deb mentions D.J. Whipperforth (oral history done in 2009) and discusses prejudices against fem lesbians.
01:17:03    
Question: What is your feeling about Liz Estrada burning down? Deb comments that she was working in Janesville at this time and wasn’t as involved with Liz Estrada as she had been. She discusses the problems Liz Estrada was having and speculates about the cause of the fire.
01:21:00    
Brief discussions of Apple Island (she did not know it existed), the Lesbian Variety Show and A Room of One’s Own Feminist Bookstore. Deb was very busy at her work and was also experiencing issues with being in crowded spaces, so tended not to socialize in large groups by the 1990’s.
01:24:20    
Question: What about women’s music? Did it play a role in your identity as a lesbian? Discussion of women’s music.
01:28:48    
Question: Is there anything we have not talked about? Do you have any thoughts about transgender people during the time you were coming out? Deb briefly discusses someone who she thinks may have been transgender. She notes that she misses places for lesbians to go to socialize and feels that there is much more isolation today, at least for her.
01:33:50    
First portion of interview ends.
01:33:51      
Interview began again very briefly, Deb talks about live music at Liz Estrada and a group that played, The Bevnaps, a new wave punk band. Deb coined the name.

01:37:21
Interview ended for second time.
