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First Interview Session (February 27, 2007): Tapes 1-3

Tape 1/Side 1

00:0019	Juan Carlos Temprano was born in Zamora, Spain in 1943.  His father was a doctor and his mother was a housewife; he was the third of seven children.

00:01:30	He talks about his early education and growing up in Spain.

00:09:56	More on his early education.

00:10:35	JCT discusses rationing of coffee, sugar, and other items during his youth.

00:12:55	He recalls listening to Radio Paris.	

00:16:26	His first exposure to the United States was through cinema.

00:18:55	His Spanish history courses never went beyond 1898.

00:21:54	JCT graduated from high school in 1959.  He took his university entrance examinations at Salamanca.

00:26:40	He did not learn English until 1963.

00:27:14	JCT chose to attend university at Madrid because his father and brother had studied there.

00:28:00	End of side.

Tape 1/Side 2

00:28:01	Juan Carlos Temprano never considered studying medicine.  He chose to study law because he wanted to enter the diplomatic corps.

00:31:00	After his first year he hitchhiked to Paris and worked in a hotel.  He proceeded to Stuttgart before returning to Madrid for his second year of law.

00:32:32	During his third year he went to Cologne, where he washed cars and studied German.  While there he met a friend from Nebraska, who invited JCT to visit him in America in 1963.

00:35:06	He visited friends in New York, Chicago, and Omaha.

00:40:22	JCT completed a BA in political science at Creighton University in 1965.

00:42:52	He began to be interested in literature and applied to the University of Nebraska to study for a master’s degree.

00:47:36	He was a Spanish instructor at Creighton in the mornings and drove to Lincoln for his classes in the afternoon.

00:49:37	JCT met his future wife in Nebraska.

00:52:39	He completed his master’s thesis in 1967.  He talks about the numerous jobs he held during graduate school.

00:56:57	End of side.  End of tape.

Tape 2/Side 1

00:56:58	Juan Carlos Temprano discusses his work experiences while he was a student at Nebraska. This was his first contact with working-class people.

01:06:31	He describes his decision to pursue a PhD at Princeton University.  By this time he was married with two children.  He was supported by an NDEA Fellowship.

01:16:45	JCT talks about politics in the 1970s in both the USA and Spain.

01:26:38	His studies focused on the medieval period.

01:27:36	End of side.

Tape 2/Side 2

01:27:37	Juan Carlos Temprano continues to discuss his course work, advisers, and experience at Princeton.

01:40:19	JCT discusses the evolution of his dissertation.  He spent a summer at the Hispanic Society in New York City.

01:44:11	He taught Spanish at Middlebury in the summer after completing his dissertation.

01:47:50	He discusses his job search and his hiring by Texas.  He talks about his teaching and research at Texas.

01:56:40	End of side.  End of tape.

Tape 3/Side 1

01:56:41	The University of Wisconsin-Madison recruited Juan Carlos Temprano in 1976.

02:02:18	He describes his tenure process.

02:03:34	JCT talks about the department of Spanish and Portuguese at UW, which was well-known in his specialization of medieval literature.  The department also made use of computing technology.

02:07:11	While in the 1960s and 1970s the NDEA sponsored the production of many PhD students in Spanish, the rise in cultural importance of Spanish in the US would not occur until the late 1980s.

02:08:14	He shouldered a standard teaching load in his early years at UW: teaching three courses each semester plus supervising teaching assistants in a language course.

02:12:54	JCT talks about the undergraduate students at UW.

Second Interview Session (March 21, 2007): Tapes 3-4
Tape 3/Side 1, continued

00:00:14	The department of Spanish and Portuguese was an “old boys’ department” when he arrived in 1976.  He contrasts this system with that of the Spanish department at Texas.  JCT compiled minutes, rules, and regulations for departmental meetings.

00:07:39	The department became more democratic and diverse in the 1980s.

00:08:19	During the late 1980s students from other departments began to flood Spanish classes.  Many students from Latin American countries also took advanced courses in the department.

00:09:26	Graduate student enrollment has declined since his arrival at UW as the Spanish professors who earned PhDs in the 1960s and 1970s established many new graduate programs to compete for students.

00:11:12	The Portuguese section of the department had only two faculty members (it now has four).

00:12:45	End of side.

Tape 3/Side 2

000:12:46	Juan Carlos Temprano continues to talk about the Portuguese section of the department.

00:14:11	JCT twice chaired the department, in 1990-93 and 1996-2000.

00:16:24	He describes his first term as chair and some of the major issues he encountered, including course and exam scheduling.

00:23:17	JCT had to answer a complaint before the University Committee.  He received no support from the dean.  At this time he contemplated leaving UW.

00:25:49	The associate dean for the humanities met with the foreign language department chairs.  JCT considered these meetings a waste of time.

00:27:37	Teaching assistants and instructors from other departments teach language courses.

00:32:42	He talks about hiring new faculty members.

00:36:17	JCT was relieved to relinquish the chairmanship in 1993.  He then took his first sabbatical.

00:38:40	He describes the circumstances leading to his becoming chair for a second time.

00:41:53	End of side.  End of tape.

Tape 4/Side 1

00:41:54	Salary raises dominated Juan Carlos Temprano’s second term as department chair (1996-2000).

00:49:54	He describes the deanship of Phil Certain.

00:52:49	JCT talks about spousal hires.

00:56:04	He relates his impressions of the Donna Shalala.

00:58:00	JCT discusses his research and publications.

01:03:21	He talks about his graduate students.

01:07:40	More on his research and enjoyment of the process.

01:09:42	He talks about his activities in retirement.

01:12:20	End of side.

Tape 4/Side 2

01:12:21	Juan Carlos Temprano talks about grade inflation and teacher evaluations.

01:26:38	He reflects on his career at UW.  He mentions that he taught language courses for medical students and business students.

01:31:13	JCT assesses the future of the university.

01:35:38	End of side.  End of tape.  End of interview.
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