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Abatract

Wonewoc, Wisconsin: The First Forty Years is an attempt
tc compile the history of this smgll village in Wisconsin from
its initial exploration and settlement to its incorporation.

In attempting to enumerate the growth of this village if was
necessary to provide hackground material in the nature of
Indian land.acquisitions and the formation of Juneau County.

Primary sources of local information are almost non-
existent. Personal papers; diaries, and the like qum the
middle 1800's, dealing with Wonewoc history, were not available,
The only primary source, other than newspapers dating from
the 1880's, was a neWSPaper column wiitten by Ruth Huff in
the 1940's and 1950's, Her column often cited historical
daté in conhection with Wonewoc., She ﬁsed, as her foundation
for fact, a diary kept by her father, Charles Huff, one cf the

early pioneers of Wonewoc.
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Introduction

In attempting to enumerate the events of the past, it
behooves the researcher to stand afab off and admire the |
structure of his subject as it appsared in its virgin form.
This view can only be appreciated when compared to the sﬁatus
que. For it is then that the generation or degeneration of a

model can be measured, measursment, not for the sake of the

~statistician, but for the sake of posterity.

The following treatise 1is an attempt to record the
gestﬁtion,‘biﬁth, énd infan9ﬁ of Wonewoe, Wisconsin; a émall
communiﬁy of 850 people (1970 cenéﬁs) in southwestern Juneéu
County;f Tpe;pé6b1§:lived and diad:iﬂiaféﬁruggla for existence
and success. It is this endupanég.that I wish £o have

remembered, .




CHAPTER I

It is generally accepted that the American Indian is of
Asiatic origin and that they entered North America by way of the
Bering Sea and Alaska. The earliest occupation of Wisconsin was
conducted by two identifiablé groups that may have been related;
namély, the Boreal Archaicland the Clq Copper Indians. The 014
Copper Indians were the first fabricators of metal in North
America. For some unknown reason they moved ﬁorthward into the

L After extensive cultural changes,

Northwest Territory of Canada.
the Boreal Archaic Indians devéloped into the Earily Woodland
Indians. 4

About 100 B.C. th;‘Hopewell culture began to replace the

Eariy\woodiand culture. The Hopewell followed the Illinois River
Valley northward, bringing with them a Mexican influence-.2

The Hopewell Indians were mound builders. It is'not known if
they roamed the Wonewoc area, but it is generallylaccepted that
.some of the burial mounds near Baraboo were part of their culture.
The variety of their materials (Lake Superior copper, "hornstone"
flint from Indiana, Jjasper ffom Ohio, shells from the Gulf of

Mexico, quartzite from the Appalachians, obsidian from the Rockies)

mRobert C. Nesbit, Wisconsin: A History (Madison, Wisconsin: .
University of Wisconsin Press, 1973), p. 12.

21bid.




indicates that the Hopewell carried on extensive "foreign"
trade. The Hopewell disappeared before the coming of the first
F_:ur-ope:ans.’i

The last prehistoric period, 700 A.D. - 1600 A.D., consisted
of a number of related cultures. The hosfldigtinctive sub-group
of the Later Woodland period was the Effigy Mound People. Their
greatest memorial is the Man Mound near Baraboo. A contemporary
group, the Péninsular Woodland tribe, lived around the shores of
Lake Michigan. It is believed that they generated the Menominee,
Potawatomi, Ottawa, ChippéWa, Sauk, and Fox.2

Another sub-group, the Lake Winnebago culture, is believed

to be the ancestors of the Winnebago tribe. They came into Wis-
consin by way of the Mississippi Valley and are thought to be the
builders of Aztalan. Aztalan was a complicated stockade villége
on the Crawfish River in Jefferson County, east of Lake Mills.3
Archeologists date this structure between 1100 A.D. and 1300 A.D.
"Because of the Mexican influence in their culture, customs, and
crafts, some investigators connect these peoplie wihh the Aztecs
of Mexico. Evidence indicates that the Aztalanites practiced

. cannibalism. However, this was not peculiar to them as many

14. Russell Austin, The Wisconsin Story (Milwaukee: The
Milwaukee Journal, 1964), pp. 13-14. _ ‘

2Robert C. Nesbit, Wisconsin: A Story (Madison, Wisconsin:
University of Wisconsin Press, 1973), p. 12.

3H. Russell Austin, The Wisconsin Story (Milwaukee: The
Milwaukee Journal, 1964), p. 16.




Wisconsin Indians ate human flesh, believing that they could thus
inherit the strength of the victim.
The first white man to behold Wisconsin was the Frenchman,
Jean Nicolet. He entered this new land by way of the Straip of
Mackinac, stepping ashore at the convergence of the Mencminee
River and Green Bay in 1634. Here he was greeted by the Menominee
Indians, who were of a lighter complexion than the Indians
Nicolet knew. This observation led Nicolet to believe that the
"Passage to China" was near. His speculation was further amplified
when he heard about a village of Indians called "People of the
lSea." The Menominees reported that those people were not like
the other Indians of the regicn and spéke a different language.
Nicolet was extremely'disappointed to find that the "People of
the Sea! were Winnebago Indians and not Chinese.. Since there is
no firsthandd account of Nicolet's trgvels, one can only speculaﬁe
"on the location of the Winnebago's Village. The most popular
viewpoint fixes Nicolet's penetration point at Green Bay oy ét'
the head of Lake Winnebago. However, one account pﬁts him as
far west as the Fox-Wisconsin portage.z' If indeed that was the
- case, Nicolet passed within fifty miles of Wonewoc.
| Nicolet's explération led to Franée's claim of the greater
*_portion of the United States and Eastern Canada. Since France

-« Wwas not interested in colonization, but rather in exploiting the

s 1H Russell Austin, The Wisconsin Story (MiIwaukeéi:-Their:
f;Mllwaukee Journal, 1964), p. 16. ‘

2M110 Milton Quaife, Wisconsin: Its People and History,
”_4_Vols.-(Chlcag0° S.J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1924), 1:60.




fur trade, Indians sovereignty was not threatened and therefore
territorial negotiations were nonexistent.

When, as a result of the Treaty of Paris in 1763, England
became the proprietor of all the French land east of the Mississippi,
it evolved a theory fegarding Indian sovereignty.; According to
this theory, Indian tribes were independent nations with their
own rights. After the War for Indepehdence,_fhe United States
adopted this same policy. When Indian lands were desired, the
federal gowvernment held treaty sessions at which both sidés
discussed their wiews, set terms for purchase of the land,rand'
settled upoh-arrangements for\the tr‘ans'fef‘.1

On August 5, 1825,.3 great council of Indiané and whites
began at Fort Crawford (Prairie du Chien) for the purpose of”
promoting peace amdng the tribes and establishing boundaries of
their territorial claims. The Winnebago claimed the territory
reaching from Lake Winnebago southWest'to Rock Island in Illinois,
and northwest from the Fox-Wisconsin portage to Black River Falls.
'This claim included Juneau County, and in particular, Wonewoc.

| The lead rich southern half of the Winnebago holdings
south of the Wisconsin River was signed away to the United States
in a treaty dated September 15, 1832. In exchange for the area
relinquished, thé Winnebago received an annuity of $ 10,000 for

twenty-seven years, plus land on the Iowé‘side of the Mississippi.2

TpTice E. Smith, The History of Wisconsin, Vol. 1: From
Exploration to Statehood (Madison, Wisconsin: The oState Historical
Society of Wiscomsin, 1973), p. 125.

2Tbid., p. 141.
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In 1836 Congress created the Wisconsin Territgry and a
territorial government was formed with a capital city in the
heart of the former Winnebago dountry. With this actién white
intrusions into the remaining Winnebago lands north and west of
the Wisconsin River began. Pressure upon the federal governmenﬁ
for further Indian relinquishments by iumbermen.ﬁdw'began; On

" November 1, 1837, representatiVes of the Winnebago signed away
all their remaining land east of the Mississippi.' This section
includéd W’onewoc.1 |

Three years of Indian unresﬁ followed this signing by
braves not willing to leave their homeland. When relative
tranquility was restored in the early-TSéO's, George and Edward
Willard began logging this area. |

From this point on virtually no conflict between the

Indians and the settlers ensued. The blame for the scattered

incidents that occurred could be shared equally.

1Alice E Smith, The History of Wisconsin, Vol. 1: From
Exploration to Statehood (Madison, Wisconsin: The State Historical
Sociely of Wisconsin, 1973), p. 141, :




Chapter II

At the creation of the Territory of Wisconsin in 1836
fou? counties were in ex1stence: Crawford County encompassed
almost all of the western half of the territory, reabhing from
the Minﬁesota line to the Wisconsin River; Iowa County, which
extended across the Mississippi River, occupied‘the southwest
corner; Milwaukee County extended straight east from Porﬁage to
Lake Michigan and ran south to the territorial line; Brown County
included the remaining area north of Milwaukee County and east
of the Wisconsin River. At this time the present site of the
Village of Wonewoc was included in Crawford County.

. In 1836 the estlmated white population of the Terrltory

of Wisconsin was 11, 683. - The population by countles was as
follows: Towa County, 5,234; Mllwaukee County, 2, 893, Brown
County, 2,706; Crawford County, 850

In 1840 the number of counties increased to twenty-two
and the populétion numbered 30,945, In the census following
Wisconsin's statehood (1850) the white population jumped to
305,390 in thirty-one counties._2

In 1848 the only remaining barrier to whife expansion in

central Wisconsin was a section of land held by the Menominee

1Alice E. Smith, The History of Wisconsin, Vol.1: Fron
Exploration to Statehood (Madison, Wisconsin: The State Historical
Society of Wisconsin, 1973), p. 250.

®Ibid., p. 470.




Indians. This tract was bounded on the east'aﬁd south by the
Wisconsin River, on the north by the Waupaca River, and on the
east by the Wolf River. After threats of military take over of_
Menominee land, William Medill, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
negotiated a settlement on October 18, 1848. In exchange for
$ 350,000 the Menominee Indians would reseﬁtle to a reservation
on the Wolf River.1
A favorite device for enhancing poliﬁical power was the
creation of countles, an authorlty vested in the 1eglslature.
Next to the territorial capital, the prize most eaaerly sought
by asplrlng communities was a county seat. Political prestige,
increased property value, commercial stimulation, and attraction
to pfofessibnal men  for settlement were obvious advahtagés. So
avid were residents to secure this distinction that the selection
of legislators frequently depeﬁded'on the candidétes avowed
preferénces. At times "County-seat wars" led to physical violence
and property destruction. |
As a result the location of new county 1ines.and the nanm-
ing of county seats were often determined by election. Organizaj -
tion of the new county could not always take place immediately,
therefore, counties might be established but be attached to con-
tlguous counties for a few years until a Jjudiciary could be set

up and officials elected

1Alz.ce E. Smith, The History of Wisconsin, Vol. 1: - From
Exploration %o Statehood (Madison, Wisconsin: The State Historical
Society of Wisconsin, 1973), p. 149. ‘

2

Ibid., p. 387.




In 1848 the Territorial Legislature of Wisconsin established
Adams County and attached it to Sauk County. It included the land
lying between Ranéés Two and Seven, embracing the present counties
of Adams and Juneau. The site of Wonewoc was situated in the
far Southwest corner of this new county. At the time of creation,
settlements were confined to the Towns' of New Haven‘énd Dell
Prairie, east of the Wiéconsin River, and the Lemonweir Valley
on the west.1 ‘_ | |

In 1849 the Territorial Legislature changed the northern
boundary of Sauk County to include all of Township 14 and the
southern half of Township 15 from Range One east to the Wis~
consin River. This added the following townships to Sauk
County: Wonewoc, Summit, Sevenmile Creek, Lyndon, 4 Plymouth,
% Lindina, % Lemonweir, and # Kildare, 2

In 1852 an election precincf was established, by the Board
of Superviors of Sagk County, at Necedah for the residents of
© Adams County. This precinct was necessary to facilitate the -
Bresidential election of that year., It also proﬁided for an
'oppbr%unity to.elect local officials, The result of the elect-
ion in Adams County showed overwhelming support-fdr the Whig |
Party. This support was particularly distasteful to Sauk County
~as the majority of their votés went to the Democrats. To protect -

this loyality for futuré elections, the Democratic politicians

1I-I'istorv of Northern Wisconsin (Chicago: The Western
Historical Company, 18871), p. 566, -

21bid., p. 367,
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of Sauk County hastened the orgaﬁization of Adams County as &an
independent unit. To further assure a Democratic majority,
action was taken to restore the aforementioned townships to
Adams Coun“ty.1

Adams County was organized for Jjudicial purposes in 1853
and attached to the Seventh Judicial Circuit. The boundaries
of 1848 were restored, and the county seét was located.at Quincy.
Thus Wonewoc was shifted back to Adams County.2

In 1855, Mauston, desiring'to become the cbunty seat,
secured the passage of a bill through the state legislature,
submitting to a vote the‘question of dividing Adams County into
two counties. The division'point was to be the Wisconsin River.
The new county was to be named in honor of Solomon Juneau, who
was influential in the fouﬁding'and‘early history of the city of
Milwaukee. The election results established popular faver for
" the division. New Lisbon, by way of judicious influence, |
managed to secure paséage of a Legislgtive Act_formally creating
Juneaﬁ County with the county seat located in that place. This
action became law on January 1, 1857.3

. When Wonewoc was first settled, Plymouth, Wonewoc, Summit,

" and Sevenmile Creek were organized into one-township. Then

THarry Ellsworth Cole, ed., & Standard History of Sauk
County Wisconsin (Chicago: Lewis Publishing Company, 1918), . 228.

‘ 2yistory of Northern Wisconsin (Chicago: The Western
Historical Company, 18871), p. 367.

3Tpid.
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Plymouth and Wonewoc were consolidated, and on'Hovermber 13,
1857, Wonewoc was organized into a separate township’.1 The first
election for town officers was held that year in the office 6f
Daniel Schermerhorn, Justice of the Peace. Ludlow Hill, Mi}o
M. Baken, and Ross Phillips were elected as the first Town of
Wonewoc Supervisors.2

Two years later: Mauston managed to secure the passage of
a biil submitting the location of the county seat to public
referendum. The vote was taken in November, 1859, The returns
showed 1,022 votes for removal of the county seat from New Lisbon
and its creation in Mauston, and 1,522 votes for the reaffirma-
tion of New Lisbon as the center of Juneau County.governmenf.
Mauston immediately protested the results on the grounds that
New Lisbon polled 570.more'votes thaﬁ the state canvass during
the same year. John Turner of Mauston, one of the members of
the Board of Canvassers, submitted that New Lisboﬁ cast over fivé
hundred votes fraudulently. From 1859 to 1864 the matter was
in litigation with the final opinion cast in favor of Mauston

by the Wisconsin Supreme Cour‘t.3

1State Historical 8001ety of Wisconsin, Report and Collect-
ion of the State Historical Socisty of Wisconsin (Madison, Wisconsin:
tate Historical Society of Wlscon51n, 1879), VIII:384,

' Zyonewoc Reporter, 3 February 1949,

3Hlstory of Northern Wisconsin (Chicago: The Western
Historical Company, 1881), p. 367.




In 1867 the gquestion of the location of the county seat
was again put to a vote, However, this time the vote was de-

clared to be a tie. Failing to secure a majority, New Lisbon

gave up the fight.

. Hlstorv of Northern Wisconsin (Chlcago. The Western
Hlstorlcal Company, 1881), p. 367.




CHAPTER III

According to existing records the first white man to.ex—.
plore the Wonewoc area was George Willard. He was born in‘
Burlington, Vermont, in 1820. Previous to his birth, his mother,
Lucretia Westover, had married Patrick Barry, an Irishman.

Barry was accused by the people of Sheffield, Massachusetts, of
being a British spy. Lucretia, refusing to accompany her:shusband
ashe fled persecution, divorced him and married Dubartius Willard.
Their marriage produced two sons; Géorge and Edmund.1

In search of suitable timber reserves, George Willard,

Don Carlos Barry (Willard's half nephew), and Alexander Draper
undertook an exploration of the Upper Baraboo River Valley. In
August of 1842 the;three reached the present site of the Village
of Wonewoc. Considering thé prospects to be excellent,.Willérd
returnéd to the Village of Baraboo to plan a winter logging
operation.2

In the process of implementing his operation; ¥Willard
associated himself with Archibald Barker and James Christie for
thenpurpose of cutting a logging road from the Village of Baraboo
north along the Baraboo River, It was also agreed that in the

.spring the three men would combine their log rafts for joint

1Merton Edwin Krug , History of Reedsburg and the Upper
Baraboo Valley (Reedsburg, Wisconsin: Published by Merton B.
Krug, 1929), p.-16. : :

“Historical Atlas of Wisconsin (Milwaukee: Spyder, Van
Vechten and Company, 1878), p. 217.

13
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transportation to market,

Archibald Barker was a long time resident of the Baraboo
Valley. He first arrived at Fort Winnebago (Portage) in the
middle of the 1830'5.‘ In 1839 Barker assisted Wallace Rowén in
erecting the first sawmill: on thé Baraboo River (Porfage‘area).
In the summer of 1841 Barker rafted ten thousand feet of timber
to Decorah, Iowa. This was the first article of commerce sent
out of the Baraboo_Rivér.Z James Christie beughﬁ his family
into the Baraboo Valley in-Margh; 1841, and settled in aldeéérted
Winnebago Indian lodge.- | ' |

Thé three men managed to complete a'twenty mile through—
way before it was decided to commence logging. Christie and
Barkef, as prearranged; conducted a separate operation from that
of Willard, George Willard located his lumber camp at Rathborn's
Crossing (ten miles southeast of Wonewoc).LP . |

The spring of 1843 brought'heavy rainfall and és a result,
the Baraboo River overflowed causing severe damage to the log
rafts. After salvaging operations were completed, Willard and

Barker proceeded downstream to market, James Christie did not

1History of Northern Wisconsin (Chicago: The Western
Historical Company, 1881), p. 389. '

2The Histo of Sauk County (Chicago: The Western
Historical Company, 1980), D. 385,

3Merton E, Krug, History of Reedsburg and the Upper
Baraboo Valley (Reedsburg, Wisconsin: Published by Merton E,
Krug, 1929), p. 308,

hHiétory of Northern Wisconsin (Chicago: The Western
Publishing Company, 1881), p. 390, ) :
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accompany the caravan because his production was 1imiteﬂ becausé
of an Injury he received during the winter., While attempting

to cross a creek he got his feet wet and subsequanﬁly frozon.

As a result he lost all of his toes on one foot. George willard
sold his portion of the timber at Sauk City while Barker continued
on to Prairie de Chien.1 |

Deciding that greater profit could be made from lumber
than froﬁtimber, Willardrundertqok_the'buiiding of the sécond
sawnmill on the Baraboo R;ver._”;ﬁ‘was located in the Village
of Baraboé. To finance this venture, George went intd partnership
‘with his brother, Edmund. In the spring of 18, the brothers,
accompanied by Don Carlos Barry, Journeyed from Chicago to '
Baraboo and erected their mi11. Since thé'Village-of Béraboo
was little more thgn an outpost, all building materials'nqt
present in nature had to be haﬁlad by wagon. The nearest place
to pﬁrchase materials needed to construct a mill was Chicago.

In fhe fall of 184}y Don Carlos Barry and Henry Perry
journeyed up the Baraboo River to find suitable timber for the
Willards! sawmill. As they arrived in what is today Section
- One, Toﬁn of'Reedsburg, Barry noticed substanbiai ressrves of
copper. He therefore abandoned any further logging infersst arid
staked a claim on this land. Barry is thus considered the

earlisst settler of the Town of Reedsburg,2

1The History of Sauk County (Chicago: The Wesstern His-
torical Company, 1830), P. 385,

2Mﬁerton E., Krug, History of Raedsburg and tha Upper Baraboo
Yyalley (Reedsburg, Wisconsin: Published by Mericn &, Krugz, !1929),
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From 1844-1851 George Willard logged the Upper Baraboo
Valley'and floated the timber down to his mill in Baraboo. As
George acted as the lumberjack, Edmund assumed the responsibilites
of rumning the mill,

It should be_pointed out that the Willard oferation was
clearly illegal. “All land from which Gebrge Willard obtained
timber was govermment land and he had not obtained logging
rights., Although this violation was commonplace-during this
period, it was nevertheless illegal.1

In 1847 George Willard married Lucinda Washburn (first
white woman to live in Wonewoc) of the Village of Baraboo,

Their marriage produced seven children; Lucretia, Harriet, Fred-
rick, Emma, G. M., Edwin, and Chester.?

David C. Reed,lthe founder of the Village of Reedsburg,
entered that area in the spring of 1847, Using logs pirated
from Willard's river shipments, he built a small shanty town.
Whether George Willard was aware of the piifering or not is un-
sure, however, this situation did not cause any serious trouble
until the spring of 1851, | |

At this time Reed constructed a dam across the Baraboo River
and refused to allow Willard passage for his timber, -Pﬁblically
Reed proclaimed that the logs might damage the structure., Private-

ly he concedédd that he hoped to purchase the large number of logs

1Mérton E. Krug, History of Reedsburg and the Upper Baraboo

Valley (Reedsburg, Wisconsin: Published by Merton Krug, 1929), D. 35.

‘ _ ZHistory of Northern Wisconsin (Chicago: The Western
Historical Company, 1881), p. 393.
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lying in the stream for a minimal price and make them into lumber
at his own mill., Although Willard insisted he had a right to
pass through, the citizens backing Reed dissuaded Willard from
irfational action. Instead, Willard hurried to Baraboo to re-
cruit volunteers to return to Reedsburg and destroy the dam.,
In the meantime Reed dlspatched a messenger to Madison for the
United States Marshal, who, they supposed, would seize the 1ogs
111egally cut on government land.

_ To the dismay of all Reedsburg the marshal ordered the
dam cut away and the logs releasead. Thus, probable v1olence
was a#erted. However, deeming the marshal's action inappropriate
and in excess of his authority, the citizens of Reedsburg order-
ed his arrest. When public indignatidn had subsided the marshal
was released and the matter dropped.1

To exemplify the extent of Willard's opefation during.this
périod, dver one million feet of logs.wére harvested in 1849,

His main area of concentration was the bluff just east of the -
' present village limits. Usingrgravity for transpoertation,
Willard rolled-tha logs down:pféécut'lan@s to tha river.

Since mos£ of the Willard operation centered around
Wonewoc and sincesfurther contact with Reedsburé might lead to
confrontation, George and Edward decided to move their business
to Wonewoc. In the summer of 1851, the Willards cut é road from

the state road in Sauk County (at this time Wonewoc was part of

_ 1Merton E. Krug, Hlstory of Reedsburg and the Upper
Baraboo Valley (Reedsburg, Wisconsin: -bublished by Merton E,
Krug, 1929), p. 35.
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Sauk County) to the present site of the Village of Wonewoc. In
. September of that year George Willard built a cabin in Plum Valley
(Section Ten, Town of Woodland), The f2diowing summer Willard
built a frame house on the bluff west of the Baraboo River (con-
tinuation of Washington Street in what is today called "Canada").
This structure becamé knownn as the "Rock House." The only
Indian settlement in the area at this time was a small village
near "Straw Bridge." 1 |
Following the completion of this project, George and Edmund

built their sawmilll on_the-river Just south of the present Wash~
ington Street Bridgé, With the gxceptién of their miliwright,
J. T. Clement, the Willards were the only settlefs in Wonewoc,
On November 1T, 1853, FredefiCk was born, He had_the distinction
of being the first white child born in Wonewoc.2

. In 1855 the mili was destroyed by fire, but was rebuilt
and sold in 1858. George Willard and his family spent the next
eleven years out West, returning t6 this area in 1869 to deal in
general produce in Mauston. Three years later he returned to

Wonewoc where he pursued farming,-dealing in wood for the rail-

road, and the livery business.

1W‘onewoc Reporter, 11 September 1947,

zﬂlstory of Northerm Wisconsin (Chlcag0° ‘The Western
Historical Company, 1881), P. 593,




CHAPTER IV

As was previoﬁsly stated the lands that were logged by
George Willard were government lands; that is to say lands ob-
tained by the federal government from the Winnebago Indians
through treaty. As a matter of fact, such was the case for the
entiré Perritory of Wisconsin. As the United States Government
obtained these lands they'Were made available for public sale.
Land offices were established at Green Bay, Milwaukee, and
Mineral Point im 1834 to handle these sales.

The land.that.now contains the Village of Wonewoc was
not taken aut of the public domain until the early 1850'3.
Daniel Ruggles and Abraham Good, land speculators residing in
Sauk‘dounty, observed the potential for this area and filed a
deed on November 16, 1852, Thus they were the first private
owners of Wonewoc, Their holdings were described as "the
Northwest -Quarter of Section thirty-five, in Township fourteen
North of Range Two East, in the District of Lands subject to sale
at Mineral Point, Wisconsin, containing one hundred and sixty
acres."1' Ruggles and Good paid'two hundred dollars for this land
($ 1.25 per‘acre}, The patent was registered in Mineral Point

on October 2, 1854,

1See.»the copy of the Patent in the appendik.

19
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A few months previous to this allocaﬁion, George Willard
had built a house and a sawmill: on this land. However, he had.
neglected to purchase it.

In 1841 Congress establishedlthe right of pre-emptiong
‘that is a person could file a land application and move in. If
he improved the land and lived on it for six months, he had the
first right of purchase. This legislation was enacted to protect
the settler or squatter from unscrupulous real estate speculators.1

Since George Willard had ﬁot filed an application he was
foréed to either vacate his dwellings or purchase the land_from
Good and'Rugglés. Three days after the initial purchase, |
George Willard, Edmund Willard, and Edward Hawkins entered
into agreement with Daniel Ruggles and Abraham Good. The bond
for sale stipulated that the three wouid pay to Ruggles and
Good the éum of § 612, 'The-first.payment, consisting of five
hundfed dollars, was to be due on August 1, 1853, and the re-.
maining $ 112 to be due on August 1 of the following year. In
return the Willards and Hawkins would receive three-fourths
of_thé Northwest one-fourth of.Section Thirty-Five. If, for
any reason, the'stipulations of the bond were not met, thg
land would revert to the previous owners.2

The three were unable to comply with the conditions of

the bond. It is uncertain how much was paid, but it is plain that

1Historical Atlas of Wisconsin (Milwaukee: Snyder, Van
Vechten and Company, 1878), p. 180.

?Juneau County, Registry of Deeds, Vol. 1, p. 112,
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the full purchase price was not received by Ruggles and Good
by the 1854 deadline., Consequently, the ownership reverted
back to them, However, a small square tract of land remained

in Willard's control as feimbursement for money paid. This tract

encompassedhh:'ns};hameaand:*;‘-mill.1

In 1853 Delando Pratt journeyed to Wonewoc. He immediate-~
1y recognized the potential of this site. The same day tha% ths
land-title reverted to Danisl Ruggles and-Abraham Good. (September

6, 1854), Pratt purchased eighty acres of this land for seven

2

hundred dollars.” Two days later the remaining eighty acres,

‘minus thé small section belonging to Willard, was sold to Eleer

3 The same day Crandall sold

the same eighty acres to Delando Pratt for five hundred d.ollars.LP

Crandall for five hundred dollars.

It is unclear why Crandall acted as he did., As the exchange
prices'indicate he was not involved in real estate speculation.
Perhaps he was serving in the capacity of an agent for Pratt due
to incompatibility between Pratt énd the association of Good
and Ruggles, At any rate Delando Pratt owned, with the except-
ion of Willard's square, the entire nbrthwest one-fourth of

Section Thirty Five,

1JuneauVCounty, Registry of Deeds, ¥ol. 5, p. 470.
21bid., Vol: 2, p. 370. | .
3Ibid., Vol. 7, p. 245,

thid., Vol., 7, p. 244,
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Simple mathematics shows that Daniel Ruggles and Abraham
Good experienced a profit of one thousand dollars plus the
money péid to them by George Willard. This tallies out to over
five hundred percent profit for a two year investment.

In 1855 Pratt engaged the services of surveyor G. Stevens
to assist him in laying out a plat for the Village of Wonewoc.
The village was laid out in sixteen.blocks containing six streets,
Each block was divided into anywhere from four to eight lots.
The lots were first offered for sale to the general public on
Septeﬁber 25, 4855. |

In 1aying‘out the plat an error was made in the location
‘of the eastern boundary line., Pratt's holdings inclﬁded onlj
the forthwest one-fourth of Section Thirty-Five. The quarter
-line that divided the northwestern one-fourth from the north-
éastern one—fourth ‘ran’ through the middle of blocks one, eight,
nine, and sixteen., Although he did not own the eastern'haif
of those blocks, he sold them nevertheless. At this time it
wgSaimpossibla'to détermin@zwho waé tha propparZOWner-Of that
property. _

When Pratt was laying out the village the entire afea
was tangled brush, trees, and logs. No structures were present.1
In 1855, with the assistance of George Willard, Delando Pratt

built the first gristmill,?

jHiétory of Northern Wisconsin (Chicago: The Western

Historical Company, 1881), p. 390.

27pid,
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It is uncertain who is responsible for the labeling of
this location as Wonewoc. However, as Delando Pratt monogrammed
his plat map the Village of Wonewoc, official credit must be‘
given to him., Prior to receiving the naﬁe Wonewoc, the village
was called Willard's Hamlet and later Willard's Mill.1

The origin of the word Wonewoc is more certain. During
the Indian occupation , this area became a haven for wild life
of all types.- TherWonewoc "Vallsy; surroundéd by‘bluffs;;eehbes.
-all sounds-a-great-distance. L.z - et s ;Qi;‘ SRR E

The word itself 1s a corruptlon of the Chippewa or
Wlnnebago word wa - W8 ~ 1o ~ wag meanlng "they howl," The
howling could refer to the animals or, as the Indians. were ex-
tremely superstitious, to spirits that inhabited this region.
The second interprétation is most likely as the Indians in-

frequent visits to this valley would indi'cate.2

1

2R0bert E Gard and L, G. Sorden, The Romance of Wisconsin
Place Names (New York: October. House Inc., 1968), p. 166,

Wonewoc Reporter 1 May 1947.




Chapter V

When George Willard settled in Wonewod his closest neigh-
bor was William-Richardé."He had been farming in Woodland Town-
ship, Sauk County, since 1848.7 The first man to settle in what
is today the Township of Wonewoc was Ross Phillips. He moved
his family here in 1850 and settled on Section Seven. Next to-
arrive in the township was John Grant in March, 1851. In 1852
George Phonenix settled in Section Twenty-Five .2 |

The harvest of 1851 was very poor. Bad weather caused a
crop failure. Many farmers in the. county were forced to seek .
Employmént-as,laborers in order té provide for the winter. In
sharp contrast to the preceding season, the harvest of 1852 was
excellent,” | | 7
In 1855 Delando Pratt offered lots for sale in his newlj-
plotted village. At that time the only business establishments
in the area were Willard's lumber mill and Pratt's gristmdili.
They serviced nearby farms. |

In 1854 Joel Bishop arrived in Wonewoc. When Pratt offerw

ed his lots to the public, Bishop bought the first one and con-

1W‘onewoc Reporter 28 June 11945

2State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Report and Collect-
ion of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin =~ (Madison, Wis-
consin: State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 1879), VIII:38%,

31bid.
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structed the first building in Woneﬁoc. His structure, called
the Pioneer House, was 16 x 24 x 12 feet. The building was
Jocated on Lot 6, Black 1. After operating the hotel for a
perlod of one year, Bishop sold it to J. Clements.
In 1855 Robert Alcott erected a house on Lot 10, Block 15.
Cooper and Cary also constructed a flour mill that same year,
It was located two hundred feet south of Willard's sawmill
{continuation of Bridge Street).2 In 1890, after the structure
had been destroyed by fire, C, E. Wolfenden, John Reidy, ahd 0.
F. Lee organized the Wonewoc Milling Company and rebuilt the
flour mill.
- The attraction of unlimited employment brought Charles D.
Huff to Wonewoc on July 5, 1855, He was accompanied by W. R.
Hill, Edwin West, Israel Célvin, Nathén Fisk, and Reuben Fisk.3
Huff was the first professional carpenter to take up residence
~here. He wés immediately hired by Patrick Tillotson, a Jewelry
peddler, to construct a house, The finished product was the
first fréme'house built on the plat. Building was concluded on
August 2, '1855.LL
Durlng its early stages, Pratt's venture progressed slowly.

With limited opportunities and large undeveloped_sections, Wonewoc

I4onewoc Reporter 10 February 1947,

2Hlstory of Northern Wisconsin (Chlcago' The Western
Historical Company, 1881), p. 390, |

*Wonewoc Reporter 10 February 1949.

gBiographical History of La Crosse, Monroe, and Juneau

Counties. (Chicago: . Lewis Publishing Company, 1892), p. 802,




26

was not an attraction to the prospective settler, Therefore, in
an effort to attract people to his hamlet, Pratt attempted to
create'an appearance of civilization and prosperity. To do this
he offered to anmyone who would build one house 16 x 24 x 12 feet
and cover it with one coat of painf, two lots of their choice
free of charge. This offer was accepted by Je Moorehead, Je
Smith, and Charles Huff.'

Huff purchased two additional lots, On one lot he
erected a carpentry shop. He followed this profession until
1869 when he became ehgaged in general merchandise.2 His wife,
Heleﬁ Starling, was the first teacher in School District #3,
Township of Summit,> L
. Ladlow Hill was another one of thé early residents in
the Upper Barab00 Va1ley. He moved his family from Michigan
to Wonewoc Township in 1854, It-appeabs that agriculture was
not to his liking,,for~t#o years -later he moved his family into
the village and built the second hotel, This establishment was
called the Juneau County House. Bogause of his-advanced, ags the

duty ofgrgnningﬂthe hotsl fell to his;aon;fW1211ém‘Ri“Hiil;Q

Monewoe Reporter 10 February 1949.

ZBlograph*cal History of La Crosse, Monroe, and Junesu

Counties. (Chicago: Lewis Publishing Company, 1892), D. 8502,

SHigtorical Atlas of Wisconsin. (Milwaukee: Snyder, Van
Vechten, and Company, 187Y8), p. 217.

QBiograph;cal History of La CrosééJ Monroe, and Juneau
Counties. (Chicago: Lewis Publishing Company, 1892), D. 897,
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William R. Hill was one of the first residents of Wonewoc
to obtain a high school education. He studied under Professor
John McMann in Racine, Wisconsin. Mr, Hill taught school from
1860-1865 and was the second School Superintendent of the ?own—
ships of Wonewoc and Plymouth,

- In 1856 Wonewoc was granted a United States Post Office.
Mr. J. Clements was commissioned postmaster in the summer of that ”
year. The office was kept in his hotel, George Willard carried
the mail from Reedsburg once or twice a week, His salary con-
sisfed of the profits from the local osi'.f.‘:‘Lc:e.ll

Tﬁe‘position of postmaster was transferred to Thomas
Matteson in 1865. He held ﬁhis office for more than twenty
years, .Matteson came to Wonewoc from Vermont by way of Boston
in 185?. Being somewhat familiar with the grocery business, he
opened a general store and operated it for more than thirty years.
His store was located in the south wing of the first'house.built
by Charles Huff.2

‘One of the most influential families to settle in Wonewoc
was thatlof.Reuben Fisk, Sr. In the féll of 1854 Reubén and his
son, Reuben, Jr., ventured into the Wonewoc area while on a |
hunting trip. Reuben, Sr., impressed by thé'potential of the

region, returned to his home in New York and moved his family

- to Juneau County, arriving in Wonewoc on July 5, 1855. The

1History of Northern Wisconsin (Chicago: The Western
Historical Company, 188%1), p. 390.

2WoneWQc Reporter 15 September 1949.
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senior Fisk was accompanied by his two sons, Nathan and Reuben,
Jr., The Fisks and the Mattesons were related.
Nathan Fisk, the oldest of the two boys, purchased one
hundred tweﬁty acres of land. By 1880 his holdings numbered
1,500 acres. In addition to agriculture, Nathan raised and
bred race horses. Nathan and his wife Roda (Fuller) had only
one son, Theodore.(Dode).
Reuben, Jr, purchased two hundred acres of government
land. He farmed and trapped on this land for a dozen years. beﬁore
moving_to the village to follow carpentry‘and general sales.
The’ two brothérs were instrumental in organizing the second largest
manufacturing company in thé hiéyory of the villagq.1
In No&ember of 1855 Joseph Wolfeﬁden, Sr. and family
. arrived in Wohewoc from Engiand. The following year he built
a permaneht house. " In one section of the house he ran a cobbler
shop. His son Charles organized the Bank of Wonewoc in 1887.2
The first store building was built by L. N. Tongue in
the fall of 1855, It was first occupied by Holbrook and Pick
as a genera; stbre. it was later owned’by Reuben Fisk, Jr.3
The only public street in the village in 1855 was Center
Street., A slab bridge had been constructed over Beaver Creek
(Wet Weather Creek). As 1855 came to a close; twénty—one families

| had chosen the Wonewoc area as their home.4

. 1H:Lstory of Northern Wisconsin {Chicago: The Western
Historical Company, 1881}, p. 391. '

ZWonewoc Reporter 20 November 1949, | ‘

5Ibid., 15 September 1949,  “Ibid., 15 Sugust 1946,




29

In 1856 Ludlow Hill built the second hotsl in Wonewoc.
Severe winds had desﬁrbyed the first hotel so the Juneau House
was the only boarding establishment in the village. At this
time their main meal was mush and molasses. Since coffee was
unavailable, the main bevefage with the meal was sage tea.q_
When the Juneau County House was coumnstructed a dance floor
was laid, The first village dance was held there on July 4,
1856, Forty-four peoﬁle were in attendance.a At a later date
community dances were held in the Good Templars' Hall which
was.locatéd where the Village Hall now stands.- |
| 1856 saw the arrival of-Stephan Peck and family. Also
in that year, Charles Huff built a general store, His wife ..
ran the first millinery outiet in the village. In 1857 Fer-
nando Fenton established a dry gbods store in the old Nathan
Fisk_home; Three years later he built the first brick store
in the village. Andrew Abbott built the first hardware store
on the corner of Gordon and Center Street in 1857. He opened
for business in ’i859.l‘L |

The Town of Wonewoc was §rganiZed in 1857. One of their
first actions was to locate a public cemetery., To adcomplish
this the town board purchased, from Reuben Fisk, Jr,, four

acres ofrland north of the village. The cost was one hundred

-seventy dollars, The cemetery was immediately blocked into plots.

1Wongwoc Reporter 22 November 1945,
2

Tbid., 27 June 1946, 31pid., 20 January 1949.
4

Ibid., 15 September 1949,

i
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-

Mrs. Lucretia Bishop, the wife of Joel Bishop, was the first
| person to be buried in Pine’Eden. She was buried January 27, 1857.1
As the late 1850's prog;essed, Wonewoc began to grow
steadily. More business establishments opened and more O§por-
tunities for employment became available._ Loggers in the area
received up to one dollar and fifty cents a day for their 1abor.2
As the land became cleared it was found that the soil was very
fertile. The first crops planted were potatoes and grains. Game
was plentiful, notebly'turkeys and wild pigs. ‘With the beginning
of the Civil War, progress slowed down, The return of the SOidiers,
agein brdeght.growth to Wonewoc. |
The 1860 Census of the United States showed the population
of the.Tewﬁship of WoheWoc to be 493 ﬁeople encompassed in 107
families. Following is a list of the non—agriculturel self-

employed residents of the Town of Wonewoc in 186037

T. P. Davenport - physician Delando Pratt - miller
C. H., Manning - blacksmith Dennis Kelsey - chair maker
C. A, Davis - miller | Andrew Kile - blaeksmith
F. S. Fenton - merchant | Horace White -'blacksmith
Ludlow Hill - hotel keeper S. C. Peck - carpenter
J. G, Clement - hotel keeper C. C. Pratt - miller

| A. T. Abbott - tinemith W, B. Hazélton - shoe maker
J. B. Frazell - merchant A. H, Holbrook - merchant

1W’onewoc Reporter 13 September 1945.

2Tpid., 22 May 1947.

3Ufnited States Census 1860, Juneau County, Town of Wonewoc.




Chapter VI

puring the Civil War Wonewoe contributed fifty-five
soldiers to the war effort. Not all of those fifty-five came
frem the Village of WOHOWOC.l Mahy lived in the Towaship of
wonewoc, bpt put the Village as their piace of residence. OF
the fifty-f;_lvgejsoldiers from Wonewoc, one was an officer with
ﬁhe rank §f‘Lieutéhant, one was a éérgaaﬁt; and nine wéfa cor-
porals. Three soldiers from Woneﬁbdiééantjtime in a Confederate
prisoner of war camp. They were members of the Wisconsin
Nineteenth Infantfj. Their caﬁture came near Fair Oaks,
Virginia. fWonawbc's most distinguished soldier was-Sergeént
James Suliivan. He was wou;ded twice, once at Séuth Mountain
and once at gettysburg. Each time he was discharged and each
time he re-inlisted.

Wonewoc 's soldiefs_were involved in three notable
engagémants. On July 1-3,'18635 the Sixth Wisconsin Infantry
papticipatéd in the Battle of Gettysburg. Six soldiers from
WoneWOé‘partiéiﬁated in the hattlé._ William Sweet and James

Sullivan were wounded., None were killed in action. The

-Twelfthﬁwisconsin Infantry was assigned.tb General Sharﬁan‘at

Atlanta. Here the Union Army engaged the Confederates in

July of 186l, Northern casualties wefe'heavy. Two men

from Wonewoe were wounded and one waé %¥311led in action.

31
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Wisconsin's First Cavalry was involved in the caputre of
Jofferson Davis., Five soldiers from Wonewoec participated

1
in the capture on May, 10, 1865.

1J‘eramiah M. Rusk and Chandler P, Chapman, Roster of
Wisconsin Volunteers: War of the Rebellion 1861-1865G, 2 vols,
THadison, wisconsin: 1©The Scate ol wWiaconsin, 1000).
See the appendix for a listing of the soldiers in the Civil

War from Wonewoc.




Chapter VII

In 1854 the need was recognized for formal education
for the children of the area. Consequently, the first school
was established. It was held in George Willard's granary, an
out-building of the Rock House (west of the Baraboo Rivér.on the
bluff). The first teachér was Elizabeth Clements; the wife of
J. Clements. From 1855-1857 the school was.conducféd at various
locales a;ouﬁd the village such as. the blacksmith shop, the
alley behind the blacksmith shop, and the hotelol Julia Bishop
organized an@,taught a ?rivate'school in North Town from
1855-1858. 1 |

In.1857 land was purchased for the construction of a
permanent school (Block 8 of the original plat). The building
was éonstruoted by Charles Huff at a éost of five hundred
dollars. It was-dedicated in 1858. That same year a primary
school building was erected beéide the first building. The
teachers at this time were Martha Dickens; Julia Delton, Mrs.
Leonard; C. L. Marsly, and John Price,'Jr.zl i
| As the enrollment increased it sOon became apparent that

this building was Inadequate. Therefore, in 1876 the building

was sold to the'Spiritualist Association and moved to a lot

across the road from the lumber office (it was later moved to

1 Wonewoc Reporter 13 October 1949

2 1bid.

33
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Block 9, Lot 5). In its place was erected a 40 x 60 foot
white brick school house at a cost of $ 4,648, William Stull
did the brick work and Charles Huff did the wood work.1

Due mainly to the efforts of John Price, Jr.,an& William
Hill a school district was formed in 1875. It included the |
Towns of Wonewoc and Plymouth.2 Included in this district was
a free high school located in Wonewoc. In 1880 the school
board adoﬁtpd a resolution requiring each child between the ages
of seven and fourteen years, living ih the distfict to attend
sohool for a perlod of not less than sixteen weeks per year.

In 1881 the number of school age children living in the district
was 277, and the number of children attending school was 225.

In 1885 an additional building was constructed to handle
the increased enrollment., The red bfiék school house was con-
structed on the site of the present grade‘school building.

The first schoél board members were Micajah Bell, Reuben
Fisk, Jr., and Thomas Matteson. The first principal was A. H.

Holbrook.3

1Wonewoc Reporter 21 October 1937, Suppliement, p. 7.
_ 2Biographical History of La Crosse, Monroe, and Juneau
Coungéis. (Chicago: Lewis Publishing Company, 1892), P. 872
and 397. '

BHleorV of Northern WJSPOHSln. (Chicago: The Western
Historical Company, 18877, P. 390, -7




Chapter VIII

In the sprihg of 1865 oil was discovered floating on
the surface of a spring on the farm of J. C., Piper, Sectioﬁ 36,
~Washington Township, Sauk County. Two oil companies were
immediately organized with thoughts of reaping high profits.
Each company }eased the mineral rights of one thousand acres
in the Vicinify. Property value in the Wonewoc area increased
dramatiéally.. Although the initiai discovery was some tWanty'
miles southeast of Wonewoc, excitément ren high. No doubt each
farmer foresaw his crop lghd as'the means to fame and fortune.

After the 0il companies reached a depth of 138 feet with
no success, drilling was stopped. lPrqbébly some die-nards
continued to pﬁsh their hopes, bu¥ generéily excitement a_‘oated.1
The éil explcrafion efforts in Wonewoc were conducted by Robert
Matzke.. He drilled at least one wall near Beaver Creek (Wet
weather_Craek);e | o | '

“The first economic crisis‘fo‘befall Wonewoe was the hop
ecrash in 1868, Mr. Jesse Gottington'can be credited as the prop-
agator of the th Industry in w1scbnsin, ‘He was born in Sussix
County,England and moved to America in 1841. Hers he obtained

_ employmant in the Palmer Hop Yard near Waterville, New York.

' ‘1Merton Edwin Krug, History of Reedsburg and the Upper
Baraboo Valley (Reedsburg, Wisconsin- Published by Merton E.
Krug, 19?9), . 371. , .

“Wonewoc Reporter 26 april 19h5
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After a ten year apprenticeship, Cottington mpﬁed his family
tb the Town of Winfield, Sauk Coﬁnty. In the spring of 1852
Cottington planted hop roots, which he had shipped from Palmer's
Yard in New York. His 1853 harvest earned him thirty cents per
pound. It is generally agreed that this was the first hop har-
vest in Wisconsin. JesseICottington concluded that the soil.in
Sauk County adapted itself better to the‘growth of hops than did
the soil of the East, and thé hops grown here,wére of a better
variety than those grown eiﬁhervin Englénd or New York.1

| In Cottington's next order of hop roots he ordered a .
sufficient amount so as to supply many of his neighbors. The
stability of the hop price enabled many Wonewoc residents to
enjoy numerous comforts. -

In the post Civil War years (1865-1867) aphides attack-
ed and destroyed most of the hops in New York State; This des~
truction'éaused a lack of supply which in turn inflated the
Wisconsin hop price to sixty cents a pound, Because of the huge
profits,‘cultivétion of the hop in and éfound Wonewoc'became
an obsession. All other branches of aériculture becamé
neglected.2 | .

It was not uncommon in 1866 and 1867 for a person without
capitai to purchase a farm for three or four thousand dollars and
from their first year's crop pay for the farm and have one

thousand dollars left over. The result of this.instant pros=

TMerton Edwin Krug, History of Reedsburg and the Upper
Baraboo Valley ( Reedsburg, Wisconsin: Published by Merton E,
Krug, 1929), p. 112, -

2Tpid., p. 113,
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perity was inflated prices, .During11866-1867 the cost of living
in Reedsburg was greater than in Milwaukee or Chicago.' In 1867
capital in the amougt of two million dollars existed in and
around Reedsburg.

During this fwo year period various hop dealers advised
caubtion on the parﬁ of the merchaﬁfs and gfowers, but the thought
of "one more crop” 8o obsessed the farmers that words of caution
were ignofed, Anyone expressing negative pfedictions:rélative
to the hqp market was liable to assault, ;n-1868 the failurs of
the eastern hop ended as they produced a normal yield, fThis,"
accompanied by the over production of the West, flooded the market,
and the;hop érash of 1868'ehsued. Prices fell from sixty cents
per pound to betwesn four and one-half to five cents a pound.1

- Significant to the economic life of the area was the ar-
rival of German immigrants in the 1860's, 1In 1861, when Count
Otto von Bismarck-Schonhausen was appointéd Prime Minister of
Prussia, Germany consisted of some twenty loosely confederated
statea, Bismarck's number one priority was the unification of
those German states under the authofify of the King of Prussia.
In 1866 war broke out:between Prussia‘and Austria over the admin-
istration of two German states Jointly taken from Dehmark. To the
surprise:bf;ailsEurope, Prussia dafeated Austria and its German
allies wi%hiﬁ'seven weeks., AL the conclusion of this struggle Bis-

“marck incorporated the North Cerman states that had supported Austria

TMerton Edwin Krug, History‘of Reedsburg and' the Upper
Baraboo Valley (Reedsburg, Wisconsin: Published by Morton E,
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into Prussia., This act was the beginning of modern Germany.
The political unrest of this poriod touched off a mass
migration of Germans to America. Upon entering the United

States the immigrants were besieged by high ﬁressure land

"salesmen from the West, They generally were land speculators

who hoped to sell their investments at substantial profit. 1In
many cases land which had been taksn out of the ?ublic domain
at one dollar_and twenty-five cents an acre was resold to.the

L In

German newcomers for as much as eight dollars an acre,
Wiscdnsin, Milwaukee was the disembarking,point for the im-
migrantsw'_Here again they were greeted by land companies.

Such companies engaged in méssive advertisement caﬁpaigns.

The State of Wisconsin was flooded.with their literature. 1In
fact, they even Sent maps and lsnd descriptions to Germany

in an effort to lure prospectivé settlers into their ares.

During the years 1866 - 1870 fifty-six German families from.

the Province of Hanovér settled in the Wonewoc area.z. From

1876 - 1875 fifty families from the German Province of Pom-
erania.journeyed to this township. With the exception‘of a few
mochanics, masons, and shoemakers, the ﬁajority weré'day laborers
and farmers. Those who could not afford thé immediat9 purchase

of land, hired thewmsslves out for various tasks. The number

one empioyer was the railroad, which was in the prccess of laying

?State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Reports and
Collections of the 3tate Historiecal Society of Wisconsin
{Madison, Wisconsin: State Historical Scciety of wisconsin,
1879), vol. 14.:360. :

21h1d., p. 361.
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track in Juneau County.1

The general treatment of those new citizens by the
regidents of Wonewoc was poor. Their Iack‘of command of the
English~language and ignorance of American ways made these new
residents prime candidates for all kinds of pre judice. Since
this area contained few markets for agricultural products
the new farmers were often compelled to sell their'produce
to local buyers in exchange fof'store goods .2

The fall of 1858 brought Julius Frazeli_to Wonewoe .
He firbt engaged himself in the mercantile business. After the
hop crash Frazell boughﬁ the old Bishop bullding and restored
it into the Frazell House. This action gave Wonewoc two |
hotels. Julius Frazell died in 1877. After his death, the
hotel was kept by his wife. Near the end of the Civil War
Jeff T. Heath came to Wonewoc. In 1873 he bullt the valley
Sawmill.. In addition to lumber, Heath dealt in real estate.
As of 18681 he owned nearly two thousand acres of land in the

b

aresa,

1State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Report and
Collections of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin
{(Madison, Wisconsin: The State Historlcal Soclety of Wisconsin,
1879), Vol. 1l.:361.

21b1d.

3History of Northsrn Wisconsin (Chicago: The Western
Historicsl Company, 10831), p. 391.
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In 1868 the Upper Baraboo Valiey began a concentrated
effort to entice fhe railroad to locate in the area. In an-
ticipation of this event Cdlonel S. V. R. Ableman , of'the Town
of Excelsiof, Sauk Couﬁfy, purchased choice right-of-way prpperty
in hopes tb resell at a profit to the railrocad. H0wever; the
Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway Company selected a route further
nofth Ableman then began a one man crusade to create popular
support for a rallroad. Since the Mllwaukee group had rejected
the Reedsburg route, Ableman looked to the Chicago and North-
western Railroad. His plan was to form an 1ndependent COr=-
porétion-to organize a small rallroad that would connect to the
Chiéééb and-NorthWesterﬁ line at Baraboo. His tiope was that
once the new line was completed the Chicago company would
assume control 1

To accompllsh this feat, Ableman began a massive prop-
aganda campaign to entice local capitalists into such a cor-
poration. The result of this publicity was an ofganizational
meeting'held at the Barabob Court House in December, 1869, Out
Qf this meeting é committee was appointed to draft and obtain a
charter, On March S, 1870, the state legislature sanctioﬁed the
Baraboo Valley Air Llne Railroad.

To protect the 1nterests of anewoc, Charles D. Huff
- was commissioned by the residents of the village to insure the

passage of the tracks through this municipality.' At the meeting

1Merton Edwin Krug, History of Reedsburg and the Upper
Baraboo Valley (Reedsburg, Wlscon51n. Published by Merton E.
Krug, 1929), p. 116.
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in Baraboo, Huff was appointed tc the Charter Committee. Such
an appointment indicates ownership of corporaticn steck.

Upon receiving the charter, the railroad conatructed
the line. On January 1, 1872, the first train ran between
Chicago and Reedsburg. Six months later on July 4, the first
passenger train arrived in Wonewoc. After connégting with the
La Crosse, Trempealeau, and Prescott Railroad, paésengers
on the Baraboo Air Liné could continue through to Winona,
Minnesota. This connection cfficially opened for business on
September 1l, 1873. The Baraboo Valley Air Line.Railroad op-
erated for a number of years 1ndepéndant1y'of any qtherlline.
It ﬁas ultimately consolidated with the Chicago and North-
western Railroad, which took completé contfol.

The discovery of iron ore at Ironton in 1849 was in-
strumental to the growth of Wonewoc. Actual mining did not
begiﬁ unti1_1858.2 This enterprise provided an'bpportunity for
tﬁe labor force in Wonewoe %o earn a 1living. The iron ore da-
posits were not limited to Ironton. A deposit was discovered in
Plum Valley on the Trumen Joiner farm. After the railroad was
coﬁpleted, this ore was transported to Wonewoe where it was |

shipped by rail %o thse smelter.3

1Merton Edwin Krug, History of Reedsburg and the prer
- Baraboo Valley ’Reedsburg, Wisconsin: Published by Merton E.
Krug, 19290, P 117,

2Ibid., p. 336.

3Plu,m Valley Soll Ponqarvation Association, "History of
Plum Valley and the Soil Conservanion Society." Wonewoc, Wisconsin,
P. 15 (Mimeographed.)
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In addition to serving as a shipping point, the iron smelted
in the Ironton furnace was used by the Wonewoc Manufacturing
Company. , |
| The United States Census of 1870 showed that 181 families
| and 936 people lived in the Township of Wonewoec. This figure |
shows a growth of nearly one hundred percent during the ten year
period of 1860-1'876.1

| In an attempt to offer somé type of banking service,
Charles Huff began cashing checks. The first check was cashed
in September, 1874. That same year J, B. Potter constructed
WoﬁeWOG‘s first warehouse. Although the date is uncertain, it
seems that Simon Nelson was the first black resident of Wonswoc.
He arrived.in the 1870'3 and established a barber shop. Nelson
was a former slave. 1In the first féfty vyears of the existence
of Wonewoe two firea ravaged the main business‘district. The
firast fire wiped out the wesfern side of Center Street on
Biock 11.2 The second fire, which came in 1883, destroyed the
north half‘of the sawe block.3

As the village grew it became more attractive to profession-

- al men.‘ijﬁi'physicians practiced hsre iﬁ the early days. The

TUnited States Census 1870, State of Wisconsin, Juneau
County, Town of Wonewoe.

Sfonewos Reporter I November 1948 and 22 April 1948.

3Wonewoc Reporter 21 October 1937, Supplement, p. 6.
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Uhited States Census of 1860 showsva Thaddeus P. Davenport, M.D.
practicing in the Town of Wonewoc. The 1970 census records the
practice of Dr, Wm., T. Seonard in the Town of Wonewoc. According
to the papers of Charles Huff,'ﬁr. L. N, Wood had established an-
office in the village in 1876.1 " The ﬁost prominent of the early
physicians was J. E. Smith, He arrived in Wonewoc in September
of 1876. In addition to medicine, Dr. Smith was invblved inm
local and county polltlcs.2

Perhaps the- flrst attorney to_establish a practlce in
Wonewoc was H. W, Barney. The papers of C, D, Huff record his
Presence in 1876.3 Two years later Duane Mowr& and R. A.
Wilkeneon formed a law partnership.tJanuary 12, 1878). The
partnership was dissolved in August so thet Wilkenson could
establish a farm implement dealership., In addition to law,
Mowry was a Justice of the Peace, insurance agent, and newspaper
publisher. He further provided banking services by selling
checks and 1oaning money.h- The duties of local barber and
dentist were performed by Robert Matzke, His business was
established by 1876.5 The first pharmacy was started by George
.Bisihop'and Mr, Whiteman in 18768

‘1Wonewoo Revorter 9 October 1947.

Hlstorv of Northern Wisconsin, (Chicago: The Western

 Historical Company, 18815, p. 393,

Janewoc Reporter 9 October 1947.

hﬂlsto”y of Northern Wlscons_n, (Chlcago. The Western

Historical Company, 1881), p. 392.

5Wonewoc Reporter 9 October 1947. 6Ibid.
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In the 1870's S. S. Dann established a stave factory.

ITts main product was barrel.stocks. In 1881 Dann built the

Glen House (Wonewoc Hotel). It was located on the presenf sitg
of the bank., Dann catered mostly to tréveling salesmen. A
portioﬁ of‘thé hotel was used as a showroom for their goods.

By 1886 baseball was an estahlished Sunday pastime in
Wonewoc. dJuly 4th was the day_set aside for'thé two best
teams in the ¢ouﬁty to face each other. This contest was
usually the most attended event of the year.1

Théffirét newspaper in the village was the Wonewoc
Reporter. .Thé early history of the papef is not clear. It'
appears that the paper was started by.George Schlosser and
Company,. P{J.‘blishers.2 John Price, Jr. is'recorded as purchasing
the newépaper in 1866.3 He prbbably served in the capacity of
edi%qr. On April 1, ﬁ876, Thaddeus K. Dunn purbhasedla half

intefest in the Wonewoc Reporter from George Schlossér. The

following year Dumn purchased the remaining interest and be-

4

came the first local owner of the Wonewoc Reporter. During

the time T. K. Dunn operated the Wonewoc Reporter, his son,

Herberf, published the Mocking Bird in.the repbrter office'.5

1W’onewoc-Repor‘Eer 18 July 1946

2Salnt Jerome Church "Golden Jubilee." (Wonewoc, Wisconsin:
.1933), (Mimeographed.) '

3Blogr§phlcal History of la CrosseLwMonroe; and Juneau
Counties (Chicago: -Lewis Publishing Company, 1892), p. 872.

hﬂastorv of Northern Wiscomsin (Chicago: The Western
Hlstorlcal,Company, 1881), p. 391.

51bid.
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Dunn managed the Wonewoc Reporter until February, 1885.

At that time he sold the newspaper and purchased the Elroy

Tribune, which had been in the charge of his son, H. H. Bunn.1

The second newspaper in the villagé, The Wonewoc Enterprise,
was‘begun by_Duane Mowry on October 5, 1881. This Democratic

paper was begun in opposition to the Republican Wonewoc Reporter.

The Wonewoc Repérter was still the‘ohiy newspaper printed in

the village, as The Wonewoc Enterprise_was printed in Mauston.2

Mowry sold his ﬁéﬁspaper to Oscar W. Parker on October 8, 1884.3
Parker published the newSpéper for one year, at which time it

was consolidated with the Juneau County Sun, and the operation
4

moved to Mausfon;
| In the winter of 1877 the.second largest manufacturing
cbmpany'in the history of Wonewoc wés organized under the title
of the Wonewoc Manﬁfacfuring Company. The purpose was to make
horse drawn wagons. Their féctory was a three hundred foot

by three hundred foot two story frame building. It was budilt
on land owned by_Reuben Fisk, Jr. on the west side of the
junction of Carter Street and the railroad tracks. The
entérprise employed steam power and used the 1atest machin-
ery. It was divided iﬁto a woodworking department and a bléck—

smith department.

1Biographica1 History of La Crosse, Monroe, and Juneau
Counties{Chicago: Lewis Publishing Company, 1892), p. 800,

Wonewoc Entérprise 5 October 1881.

3fbid., 8 October 1884.  “Tbid., 29 October 1885.
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Because of the large capital investment and less than
anticipated sales, the company failed in Pebruary of 1880. 1In
June of that year M, H. Case, a successful hardware dealer in
Mauston, organized a new company to operate the factory. The
wonewoc Wagon Company, &8 it was then known, operated for one
yeér. In 1881 the company was reorganized and incorporated into
the Case Wagon Company. M. H. Case vetained the majorify-of
the shares. The officers were president, Nathan-ﬁisk; vice-
president, William Case; treasurer, Reuben Fisk, Jr.; secretary,
M, H. Case. ‘The business was diréctly_SQpervised by M, H,
Case. R ) | |

‘In_i881'the Case Wagon CQﬁpany employed about seventy-
five men and manufsctured about three thousand wagcns.1' 1881
and 1882 wére'record years of production, however, the national
recession of 1883 limited sales, The company failed and the
corpbration was dissclved‘in_ﬁBBu.

Prior td'1881 anyone wishing full banking gervices had
to travel to Mauston or Reedsburg. In the 1870's Duane Mowry
an¢ Herbert Heath provided a check cashing service, They held
acccunts in an established bank and would, for a service fee,
sell thair-chﬁcks to those in need of such a certificate.

The first aetual.bank, offering a variety of services,
~ opened its doors in 1881, The Juneau County Bank, as it was
named, was organized by P. R. Briggs and Sén of Mauston with a

capltal investment of twelve thousand dollars. Although Briggs

1History of Nerthern Wisconain (Chicago: The Western
Historical Company, 1801, p. 350.
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had the right idea his timing was wrong. The farmers of the ares
- remembered all too well the effest of the hop crash some twelve
years earlisesr. At this time they were experiencing low farm
‘priees. Monsy was scarce, Ih 1883 a fire had destroyed much
of the business district, Furthermore, the Case Wagon coﬁpany
had failed, creating unemployment. 1In 1885 Briggs sold the bank
to Albert J, White, the first graduate of the Wonewoc High
School. White operated the bank for ons year and liquidated
in 1886. | o

In an ef fort to provide Wonewoc with banking services,
c. E Wolfenden opened the Bank of Wonewoe on September 1,
1887. He began with capital assets of five thousand dollars.
His brother, Jbséph H. Wolfenden, was the first cashier. The
bank was'léqated oﬁ Lot 12, Block 15 of the ofiginal plat.
One year after ifs opening, the bank was destroyed by fire
(the first bank building was located 6n the present site of the
Brady Law office).! It was rebuilt in 1889 on Lot 2, Block
11, whigh posiﬁion‘it occupied for the next sixty-six years.2
At the end of the fifst two year périod of operation (Septemﬁer 1,

1889) the total deposits amounted to $ 9,550.16.3

Tanewoc Reporter 21 Qctober 1937, Supplement to the
Wonewoe Reporisr, p. d.

2 .
xbid L p. 3
BIbid vy Do 1 00’
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The final step in the establishment of the Village of

Wonewoc as a permanent entity was the incorporation. The first
step was to establish the corporation boundary lines aﬁd-enum-
erate therpermanent residents. Ambrose Cook finished the census
on March 6, 1878. The village numbéred 550 residents. In
accordance with public law,fhe incorporation application and
the census information were displayed for public inspection in

"~ the store of Charles D. Huff. Furthermore, the application was

published for six weeks in the Wonewoc Reporter.

On May 1, 1878;-the application was submitted to the
Cifcuit Couft for approval. The court ordered, on May 14,
that-a referendum of the male residents should be held to de-
termine incorporation support. O. F. Lee, George Bishop, and

Reuben Fisk were ordered £o supervise thé election.

The election was held on June 15,'1878, form 10:00 A.M.
to.4:00 P.M. One hundred two people voted for incorporation.

Three days later, on June 18, 1878, the office of the Secretary
of State, acting for the State of Wisconsin, approved the in-
corporation of six hundred and twelve hundredths acres 6f land
(600 12/100) as the Village of Wonewoc. |

Five additions were made to the original plat in the 1atel
1800's. They are as follows: Washburn Addition, - August 24, 1869;
Piercé Addition, May 4, 1874; Fisk Addition, July 25, 1877;
Kenyon and White Addition, May 10, 1879; Dake Addition,; June
15, 1895. | |

3

1Juneau County, Registry of Deeds, Miscellaneous Vol, 1,

p. 479.
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The village officers in 1881 wer'e:1

County Supervisor - John Price, dJdr,
President - R. A, Wilkinson

Trustees - Charles D, Huff
Reuben Fisk, Jr.
J. E, Smith
George Willard
A. G, Briggs
Gustav Nagele

Clerk - T, K. Dumn

Treasurer - R. Holbrook -

Marshal - William Fuller _
Justice of the Peace - Dennis Kelsey
Street Commissioner - Richard Price
Health Officer - J. B, Smith

Fire Warden - G. W. Bishop

1W’onewbc Enterprise 12 October 1881, See appendix for

the voter listing on incorporation.




Chapter IX

Fraternal Socleties

During the middle and late 1800's WOhewgc was the home
of four major fraternal.scéieties, The loﬂgest enduring or-
ganization was Wonewoce Lodge Number 18l of the Free ahd Accepted
Masons., Such notables as M, H, Case, Jeff T, Heath, John Price,
Jr., and Dr. J. E. Smith were included in its membership. |
Second to the Mhsons in longevity was the Independ-
ent Order of 0dé& Fellows, Wonewéc Lodge Number 236. 1Its
early membership iﬁoluded W, H. Fiiler, Julius PFrazell,
Charies Huff, John Lawsha, O, F, Lee, R. A. Wilkilnson, and
T. K. Dunm. | |

The Ancientiorder of United Workmen was orgsnized in
1868. its purpecse was to-prbvide sickness and death benefits
ror 1ts members, Wonewoe Lodge, Number 6, wasrorganized
in the 1870's., By 1881 it had paid ssveral thousand dollars
to families of sick or deceased members. Its wmombership list
included the names of such prominent men‘és'Reuben Pisk, Jr.,

0. F. Lee, J. C. McCubchen, Dr. J. E. Smith, and Thaddeus X.

Dunn.

T .

History of Northern Wisconsin (Chicago: The Western
Historicil Company, 1881), p. 391-393.
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Good Templars was an organization founded in Uﬁica, New
York, in 1851, 1Its objective was to promote temperance and the
legal prohibition of alcoholiec drinks., Harmony Lodge, Number
251, the local Wonewoc bfanch of the International Order.of
Good Templars, was organized in the 1870's., 1Ita chisf
spokesman was Hiram D. Jencks, who became pastor of the Meth-

‘ 1
odist Episcopal Church in 1880,

History of Northern Wisconsin (Chicago: The Western
Historical Company, 10887), p. 393. :
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Chapter X

- Religious Institutions

Four religious institutions are located in Wonewoe. The
oldest of the four is Grace Methodist Church, It was organized
1argely'through the efforts of Revarehd E. Fletcher in 1863.
The records of that year show 2 méﬁﬁérahip of thirty-seven,

In 187 the Trustees of the Methodist Epiécopal Church, as they
were then known, purchased a lot in the original plat of the
Village of Wonewoc from Nathan and Rhoda Fisk for one hundred
dollars. Their firat church building was erected one year
later, .Fortyetwb paétors served this congregation during its
firSt'fifty yearé-of existence. The first Trustees were Henry
D. waters,'Martin ﬁierman, George Sinn, George Phoenix |
William Leonard S. S. Daun, and Joseph Wolfenden, Sr.‘l

The second church to be established was St. Paul's
Evangelical Lutheran Church. It was organized principally
by the German immigrants of the late 1860's. Upon arriving
in Wonewoc they missed their home church, Consequently, they
arranged'fOP'ReVeﬁend August Rohrhack of Reedsburg to conduct
one service in Wonewoc every six waéks. He conducted his
first service in the home of Henry Talg on November 1l, 1869,

- On December 20, 1869, the membership met to select officers and

decidé on a site for a church. The first Trustaés were John

1 e
United Methodiat Church, "Dedication Services United
Mothodist Parsonage," Wonewoc, Wisconsgsin, 1969. (Mimeographed.)
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Hochmuth, Henry Herrewig, and Henry Talg. At this meeting
John Hochmuth offered one acre in the Town of Woodland as the
_site'of the church and cemetery? Because ths membership was
widely scattered and the site not central, a disagreement aross,
and the whole matter was dropped.
The congéegétion was reorganized on January 8, 1871.

The site-for the church and cemotery was agreed upon. In the
meantime, services were held in homes, schoolhouses, and the
Spiritualist Hall., On May 30, 1875, the congregation voted
to buy land in the Village of Wonewoe for two hundred dollars.
On November 1l of that year the cornerstone for the church was
laid, but, bécause'of,new dissensions, no building was erected.
In October of 1878 the congregation voted to buy two acres of
land ad joining Pine Eden, to be used as a cemetery. The cost
was nineﬁy'dollars, |

| On July 18, 1880, St. Paul's received a resident pastor;
namely, Christian Sauer. One week later the congfegation‘vot-
ed to establish a school. The pastor was to be the teacher.
A church building was again discussed in the summer of that
yoar and it was decided on August 22, 1880, to build a church,
The building was dedicated on June 12, 1881, The cost of

construction was eight hundred dollars.1

1St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, ™00 Years of Grace,"
Wonewoc, Wisconsin, 1971. (Mimeographed.)
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The Spiritualist movement bhegan in the United States

in f8u8.. It enjoyed tremendous initial growth, 1In 1874
.those who followed the Spiritualist belief in Wonewoc organ-
ized the Joint Stock Spiritualist Association. Nathan Fisk
was instrﬁmental in establishing this organization. 1In June,
1875, J. L. Potter came to Wonewoc. He wasa the first 1ec£urer
to attend to the needs of this body.1 Readings were held in
‘the homes of various members. Growth ln the membership of this
socliety dictated the necessity for obtaining their own building.
‘In 1876 the Association purchased the old school house and
moved it across the railroad tracks to a spot scross from the
lumber company. It was later moved to Lot 5, Block 9 (two lots
south of the Mbthodlst Church)

The joint Stock Spiritualist Association existed until
1902. At that time the Western Wisconsin Camp Assoclation was
organized as an offshoot of the Stock hssociation. The Joint

Stock Assoclation was disbanded. The new Camp Association

located itself on the bluff east of the Barabob River, The
first tract of land used to establish the camp was donated by -

one of the mesmbers.

1 ,
History of Northern Wisconsin {Chicago: The Western
Historical Company, TEBUT), D. 393

2WOnaﬁoc Reporter 21 October 1937.

31bid.
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The last church to be organized in Wonewce was St.
Jerome's Catholic Congregation. It began.as a mission cong-
regation of St. Theresa in Union Center, Wisconsin, Catholic
families began settling in this area in 1854, In order to re-
6eive spiriﬁual guidance they had to travel to Mauston or :
cazenovia. In 1858 Father P. X. Weinhart traveled from his
home congregation in Sauk City tp colebrate Mass in Union
Center., Four years later the Catholics in Union Center paid
Nathan #isk eighty dollars for an unfinished frame building
that became St. Patrick's Church (original name for the Union
Center Congregatibg); |

At this same-time-Lawrence Solchenberger donated prop-
erty and funds for the construction of a Catholic church in
Woodland, Sauk County. Neither the Union Center nor Solchen-
berger Church had a resident pastor. Therefors, the Catholic
famiiies in.Wonewoc were forced to attend in both locations as.
services were offered. o

| In 1883 Father George Keller, resident pastor at Union
Center, organized the Catholie families of Worewoc into St.
Jerome's Cathclie ﬁongregafion. WOrk-began.that same surmer
on;a church building. Dedicaﬁion services were held on
Thanksgiving Day,‘November 30, 1883. 8%t. Jerome was incorporat-
ed in 1899 with John Wink and Thomas McGuine as the first |

- Trustees.

1
Saint Jerome's Church, "Golden Jubilee," Wonewoc,
Wisconsin, 1933. (Mimeographed.)




Conclusion

In the 133 years since the first white man Journeyed
into the Wonewoec area, the village has experienced growth and
change. 1In addition to the natural insﬁallation of technical
advancements, the village limits have been expaﬁded several
times and the quantity of prodgcts‘aﬁd services available have
increased. New industry has developed and a consolidated |
school district has replaced the one room country school.'

However, as much as the village has grown, it remains
essentially the same hamlet it was ninety-seven years ago
at the time'of'incbrporation. Foﬁr churches 3till carse for
the spiritual needs of the community. Many of the names list-
ed in the residential directory are those of the earlier
settlers. One bank and one newspa?ar still serve Wonewoc.
Ths‘popuiation has 6n1y'increasad by three hundred over the
vast ninety-seven years, Tho most predominant similarity is
the continuation of pioneer spirit and attitude. Self-
sufficiency remains the resident's number one source of pride.
Although this is asccompanied by cohéef?étism, tt 1s not
stubborn resistance to change, but a caution against un-
warrantad and unexperimented trends.

When Gsorge Willard built the "Rock House" in 1852 '
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his interests were restrictad to t;mber.- When Delando Pratt
plotted the village in 1855, he wanted a populated city.
'_Charles Huff wanted a railroad center. Nathan Fisk wanted

a manufacturing community. Wonewoc today is none of those
things. It is small, 'peacerul, friandly, and progressive.

It is what the residents of Wonewoc want it to be,

e

e
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Appendix 5

. THE UNIT=D STATES OF AMERICA, E.
Certificate }
Fo. 14.727 ) To All Lo whem these Presents shall come, Greeting:

%heress, Danlel Ruggles and Abraham John Good, of Sauk County, Wisconsin, have de-

posited in the Gensral Land Yffice of the United Htates, & Certificate of the Register of
the Land Yrfice at Minsral Point, whereby it appears that full paymsnt s been made by the
saild Dantel Ruggles and Abraham John Good, according to thes provislons offﬁhe Act of Con-
gress of the 24th day of Aprii, 1820, entltled “An act making further provision for the

sale of the Public Lands," for the Eest half of the Morth West quarter, and the Vest

half of the Morth West wuarter of Section thirty-five, in Township fourtaen Morth, of Range

two East, 1n the District of Lands subject to sale at Mineral Point, Wisconsin, containing

one hurldred snd sixty acras, according to the offtefial plat of the survey of tha sald
Iands, roturned to the Genersl Land Yffice by the Surveyor General, whilch sald tract has
buon purqhased by the said Paniel Rugglas and “braham John Good

Now DPnow yé, That the UNIFED STATES OF AMERICA, in consideration of the Premises,

anrd In conformity with the several acts of Consregs, 1n such case made and provided, Have

Gilven and Granted, and by these presents Do Give and Orant, urto the sald Damiel Ruggles
and Abraham John Good and to their helrs, the said tract above described: To Have and to

Hold the same, together with all the rights, privileges, immunities, and appurtenances of

whatsoever nature, thereunto belonging, unto the sald Danisl Ruggles snd Abraham John Good

and to thelr helrs and assigns forever.
In Testimony %hereof, I, Pramklin Pierce, President of the United States of America
have caused these Ietters to be mde Patent, and the Seal of the Genoral Land VYffice to be
hereunto affixed, . ' )
Given under my hand, at the City of Washington, the second day of Octobar in the
'year of our Iord one thousand elght hundred md fifty-four, and of the Indspendence of
¢ the United States the Seventy-ninth. '

By the President: Franklin Plerce. .
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Appendix 6

Following is a list of the one hundred and two people

that voted for incorporation:

John Lawsha
T. K. Dunn

J. E., Smith
“H. H. Dunn.
C. B. Lish

M. C. Bell
John Price, Jr.
J. C, Frazell
7., F, Sanders
R. Alcott

G. P. Sin

Je. C. Funk
Re. Price

E. Sage

H., W. Barney
A, J. Abbott

George Willard -

A. P. Mocher
W. R. Hill
A. Garmm

" J. M, Wheeler
N. C. Brown
4. Funk

R. Matzke

C. D. Huff
Fred Muiler
Fred Willard
R. H, Miller
A, Romus

_T. McQuiser
G. C., Cooper
Wm Stull

J. M: Wilton

J, Hanson
G. W. Clark
Dave Dowder

- R. Fisk

W Severloh
J. F. Maydole
J. C. Rudell
John Henry:
H., Jeffrey
L. B. Lewue
J. Reig

N. Chapman

« 0. Pierce
. Code

. Berg

. N. Colbourn

. F, Colbourn

« Sobye

H. W, Brewsler

August Radell

J. Augsberg

Chas. Norton

Dave Corwin

M., E. Pearl

G, W. Blish

A. D. Washburn

B.B. White

. Sauer

. H. Carnes

. F. White
Fisk '

° Fo Lee

W, Bishop

Q'.ZI:O?U"—-N‘-’-:IQ‘

Qozmn

A, Wilkinson

Harris
Fuller
Rush
W. Wightessaus
L. Lipscomb
B, Mace

D, Dicker
Solomon Huff

F. W. Pierce

Ed Dalke

J. Wolfenden

G. W, Avery

J. Luxon

C., Measer

A, G. Briggs

Ed Byington

E. A, Vincent
Fred Byington

B. Griffis

D. O, White-hill
S. S. Daun

L. Kuhu

John QO'Hara

R. W. Santas

G. P. Kenyon

W. Miller

H. H. Santas

BEd R. Wist
Albert Abbott
Frank Bogie
Harve Futtle

D. Kelsey

J. B, Figk

C. E, Curues

o ® & a2

Qo
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Appendix 7

The following pages consist of a listing of the Wonewoc
residents that fought in the Civil War, Their names, along
with pertinent information were taken from the Adjutant

General's Report entitled Roster of Wisconsin Volunteers: War

of the Rebellion, 1861-1865, TFollowing is a 1list of the

abbreviations and their explanations used in the listing:

En - enlisted _ . D. - Drafted

M0 - Mustered Out KI4 - Killed in Action
Inf. - Infantry Co. - Company

Cav. - Cavalry P.0.W, - Prisoner of War

' Disch. - Discharged




Anderson, Jerome

Anderson, Thomas

Anderson, Corp. Thomas
Aﬁderson, Thomas B.
Apker, Corp. James

Béker, Robert H,
Barney, Charles W,

Bell, Cofp. George W,
Board, Ferdinand W.
Board, Stephen L.
Brown,.David D.T.
Buxtén, James

Carnes, Clifford

Chambers, Lt. Nicholas
Cole, Warren A,
Davenport, Thaddeus P.

Draper, James

Co.
Co.

Co.
Co.
Co.

Co.

Co.

Co.
Co.
Co.
Co.

Co,

Co.
Co.

Co.

Co.

-

-oR "] W H = QO

W Q =B o

49th Inf.
6th Inf.

47th Inf,
49th Inf,
19th Inf.
42nd Inf.

22nd Inf.

12th Inf.
1st Cav,
18t Cav..
19th Inf,
1st Cav,
12th Inf.

1st Cav.

47th Inf,
47th Inf,
12th Inf.

En
En
En
En
En

En Nov. 1861
1/18/65
2/5/65
'9/18/61

|

En 2/15/65

En 5/10/61

En 2/4/65
En 2/17/65
En 2/22/62
En 8/27/6h

D 10/31/64

EHAQ#18/64%
12/24/63
12/24/63 .
1/21/62
12/24/63
9/18/61

g g

MO 11/8/65 Musician

Pisch. 2/23/63 Disability,
Wounded South Mountain

MO 9/4/65

MO 11/8/65
MO 5/15/65

Drowned 3/28/65 Puducah,
Kentucky

MO 6/10/65 Assigned to Wis.
Permanent Guard 5/11/65

KIA 8/4/64 Atlanta, Ga.
MO 7/19/65
MO 7/19/65
Disch 1/7/64 Disability

29

MO 5/12/64  P.O.W.
Wounded Atlants

MO 7/19/65
MO 9/4/65
MO 9/20/65
Deserted 5/20/62




Fisk, Charles

Fisk, Philip S.
Fordyce, HenryrD.
Fuller, William Jr.
Gallea, Lewis

Hampton, Benjamin
Hazelton, William-B.

"Hodges, Mason
Holden, Corp. John

Kelsey, Dennis

~ Knapp, William O.

Kyle, Henry H,

Lemon, Addison

Lobdell, Franklin-

Mariow, Corp. Jesse M,

Marlow, William

Co.
Co,
Co.
Co.
Co.
Co.

Co.

Co.
Co,
Co.

Co.
Co,
Co.

Co.
Co.
Co.

47th Inf,

42nd Inf.

6th Inf.
47th Inf,
42 Inf,
42nd Inf.

22nd Inf.

C 47th Inf.

6th Inf.

B 22nd Inf

F 16th Inf.

19th Inf.
L7th Inf.

C 47th Inf
A 19th Inf,

A 19th Inf,

En 2/6/65
En 9/27/64
En 6/11/61
En 2/6/65
En 8/30/64
En 8/24/64

D 9/19/6k

En 2/6/65
En 5/10/61
D 9/19/64

En 10/28/61
En 12/28/61
En 2/4/65

En 2/6/65
En.2/22/62
En 2/22/62

MO 9/4/65

MO 6/20/65
MO 7/14/65
MO 9/30/65
MO 6/20/65

Died 4/9/65 Disease
Cairo, Illinois

Musician

MO 5/17/65 Assigned to Wis.
Permanent Guard 5/11/65 o

MO 8/30/65
Disch. 12/13/61 Disability

MO B/17/65 Assigned to Wis.
Permanent Guard 5/11/65

Died 7/7/6% Disease
MO 4/29/65 P,0.W.
10/27/64 Fair Oaks
Died 3/18/65 Disease
Madison, Wisconsin
MO 9/30/65

MO 9/9/65

MO 4/29/65 Wounded 6/22/64
Prisoner Fair Oaks 10/27/64




Matteson, Henry C.
McCoy, Alfred’
Morrill, Corp, Oel

Naéh, Benjamin F,
Naéh, Harvey E.
Nichols, Corp. William

Ochener, Edward
Rice; James H.
Rogers, Ira-N;
Rogers, Seth
Rowin, John L,

Rowin, Robert

Spooner, Cyrus:g

Co.

A

Co, H

Co,

Co.
Co,
Co.,

Co.
Co.
Co,
~Co.
Co.,
‘Cc.
Co.

6th Inf,

17th Inf,

B 12th Inf,

32nd Inf.
18t Cav,
6th Inf,

18t Cav.
7th Inf.
47th Inf,

12th Inf,

32nd Inf;ntr?

F 16th Inf,

6th Inf.

En 5/10/61

D 9/19/64
En 9/27/61

D 9/19/64
" En 12/24/63

En 6/1/61

En 12/8/61

" En 10/6/64

En 2/4/65
En 9/18/61
D 9/19/64

En 11/15/61
En 6/24/61

Disch, 3/28/62 Disability
Re-enlisted 4/4/65
MO 9/4/65 at rank of Corp.

MO 6/2/65
MO 7/16/65 Wounded at

Atlanta
MO 6/30/65.
MO 7/19/65

KIA 5/24/64 at
Laurel Hills, Virginia

KIA 9/2/62 at
L'Angville Ferry, Ark.

Sick at MO of Regiment
Wounded at Gravelly Run

MO 9/4/65

Disch, 9/10/62 Disability
Re~enlisted 1/12/64

Disch. 10/17/64 Disability

MO 6/12/65 Wounded 3/21/65
Bentonsville, N, C.

MO 12/20/64
MO 7/14/65
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Sullivan, Sergt. James

Sweet, Leonard H.

Sweet, Reuben
Sweet, Thomas
Sweet, William
Tracy, Silas H.
Veeder, Fred S.

White, George
White, Corp. John

Co.

Co.
Cb.

Co..

Co.

Co.

Co,
Co.

Co.

K

[

H

6th Inf.

42nd Inf.
6th Inf.

- 6th Inf.
6th Inf.
6th Inf.
47th Inf.

L7th Inf.
L7th Inf.

En 6/21/61

En 8/27/64
fn 12/18/63

D 10/31/64
En 6/1/61
En 7/1/61
En 2/4/65

En 2/6/65
En 2/6/65

Disch. 12/18/62 Disability

Wounded at South Mountain
Re-enlisted 2/19/63
Wounded Gettysburg, Disch.
1/22/64 Disability, Re-
enlisted 1/23/64

MO 7/14/65

MO 6/7/65

Died 9/23/64 Disease
Wonewoc

MO 6/7/65 -
Wounded 3/31/65

Absent at MO of Regiment
because of wound
Wounded at Gettysburg
Died 7/23/65 Disease

MO 9/4/65

MO 9/4/65

MO 9/4/65
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