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Abstract

The varticiation of La Crogse Company B, Third Wisconsln
Infantry in the Spanish-American War was rather limited. In-
formation on this company's activities is confined to a few
sources, all of which were used in this paver.

Gompany B, consisting of 104 enlisted men and twenty-five
officers, was in combat for only ten days. Preceding the com-
hat experience was a2 tralning period of three months at various
camps in the Mliddle West and South. |

The intent of this paper 1s to tell the story of Company
B's role in the war set against the background of the confliet
generally and more specially.in Puerté Ricd, where it took place.
The vaper concludes with what information was available con-
cerning the members of this company after they returned to thelir
home community.

Loecal records on community deaths and the obituary columns
of the current newspapers yield materials on sixty-six members
of the company only. In most cases this, too, is quite brief.
The post-war careers of these sixty-six are summarized at the

end of the paper in an appendix.



Introduction

The Spanisn-American War, called "The Splendid Little War,"
began when President McKinley asked Congress to give him war powers
on April 11, 1898. The war began on April 19, 1898, when
Gongress authorized President McKinley to use the army and navy to
guarantee Cuban independence. Both economics and politics were
contributing factors to the United States' involvement in the
Wwar.T

Some of the economie factors that helved to ignlte this war
wers problems both in the McKinley adminstration and from previous
adminstrations. Prior to and during McKinley's term one dllemma
was over the currency standard. Those who supported William
Jennings Bryan in the.early 1890's felt that silver was the Dbest
basgls of sound currency. McKinley and his supporters, however,
felt the gold standard was best. As a resuit, the gilver -
suoporters pushed for the war with Spain hoping that it would
break the foundations of the gold standard.>

A second factor was the depression of 1893. Sometimes a war
helps a country out of a depression. Before the Spanish-Amerilcan
War started, differeht’influentialﬁgroups of peovle had exerted
pressure on McKinley. American land owners in Guba wanted the
United States to intervene. The trade groups and business men were
concerned about their tobacco and sugar interests in Cuba. There

were also those men who profit from army contracts in this country.

1. Foster Rhea Dulles, The United States Sinece 1865 (Ann Arbor
Michigan: University of Michigan Press, 1959), DP. 162-168,

2., Douneld Xemmer, American Economic History (New York: MeGraw
Hi1l Book Company, 1959), P. 507, and Richard Leopold, The
Growth of American Foreign Policy (New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
1962), ». 150,




Lzstly, there were the imverislists who supoorted the expansion
theory set down by Mahan.B

MecKinley was bothered not only with economigxfactors
but also with those of a vnolitical nature. One of these was
the explosion aboard the battleship Maine.in the Havana Harbor.
The exnlosion killed 260 Americans. The battleship had been

¥

sent because riots were occurring in the Havans area. To th
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day the sinking remains a mystery; hovwever, the »ress did not

fail to exploit this issue into a cause for war.4
Another examnle of exnloitation on American sympathy was

the setting up of a republican goverament in eastern Cuba.

s

A.large section of it fell under insurgent controls consequently,
a Cuban junta in New York dispensed provaganda and tried des-
perately to secure»financial agsistance for 1its cauce.5

Other contributing factors added to the ovressure olaced
uvnon McKinley, causing him Tinally to ask Congress for war
powers., As mentioned oreviously, the newsvapers picked up the

cry for intervention, and some Protestant groups followed suite.

In March 1898 Sen r Redfield Proctor delivered an address to
Congfess vertaining to nis visit to Havana. His descrintion

of the conditions there swayed vpolitical as well ag bhusiness

5. Richard Leopold, The Growth of American Foreiszn Policy (New
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1962), 1.150, a0d Julius Pratt,‘g_
History of United States Foreipn Policy (New Jersey: Prentice
Hall, Inc., 1955), DD. 374=78,

4, Ipid.

History of United States Foreigsn Policy
entice He 1 Inc., 1955}, . 578,

5. Julius Pratt, A
(New Jersey: Pre



iii
interests that were opposed 1o intervention.6
The Wall Street Journal reported on March 19
that the speech had, "eonvertied a great
meny people in Wall Street.™’

Still another cause in the late 1890%'s was the Spanish govern-
ment's abuse of the Cubans in concentfations campes under Captain
Weyler. His mistreatment of the Cubans emhanced sympathy for the
war effort In the United States.s

Ancther political factor was a letter from the Spanish Am-
bassador Enrique Dupuy de Lome to a correspondent in Havana. In
the letter he called the President, |

"a bidder for the admiration of the crowd" and
"a would-be politican who tries to leave a door
open behind him while keeping on good terms with
the Jjingoes of his party.9

Further complications existed in political cireles because
John Hay, Henry Cabot Lodge, and Theodore Roosevelt felt that
the war would be an excellent opporiunity for economic imperiallism.
They, however, were not interested in political control of Guba,
but rather possible scquisition of land for naval bases. they also

supported the idea of a transisthmian canal which meant that naval

bases for protection would have to be at both approaches to the

canal.lO
6. Ibid.
7. Ibid..

8. Louis Sears, History of American Fore1g§ Relations (New York:
Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1927), De

9. Ibid.

10. Harold Faulker, American Economic History {New York: Harpers
and Brothers Publishers, 1959), P. 550, and Vera Holmes, A
History of the Americas (New York: The Ronald Press Company,
19614‘), Pe 3580
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This program could be advanced with
the strugole between Cuba and Svain.
It was Turther enhanced with the 1895
revolt.tl - -

But the most surorising theory was the concent of some
politiclans and businessmen that Cuba could be a testing
field to test the United States newly~realized national streangth.

It is hard to escape the suspicion today
thet the United States was looking for
a fight in 1898, and was not varticularly
concerned with whom the argument was
oicked,1?
With all these causes one might say & war could hardly be
avoided,
"

Although Wisconsin did not take sn active nart 1in the

ts chance toward the end of +the
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war immedis
campalgne Wisconsin supnlisd two brigadier generals, Tour
regiments of infantry, and ons artillery battery. Howev:r,
the entire_COﬁﬁingeﬁﬁ=of Wisconsin troons did not reach the
battlefield; only the second and third regiments zctually saw
combat duty. This duty was oculte limited because the
Wisconsin troons afrived in Puerto Rico in late Julv, and the

war came to a close on Ausust 13, 1898

This account is not about the en
about 2 small grouv of men that made un Comvany 3, La Crosse,

Third Wiscounsin Regiment. The comnany consisted of 104 men

11. Holmes, Ibid.

12. Charles Lerche, Jr., Foreign Policy of the American
Peoole (Hew Jersav: Prentice Hall, Inc., 1959), opn. 133-4,

The Sentinel Almzsnac zud Book of zzcts(Milwaukee: Sentinel
Press, 1899), oo, i-iv.

15. Henry Bleyer, "Wisconsin Troops in the Svranish-American.iar,"




v
and twenty-five officers. Its officers were Cantain Fred
Sehultz and Lieutenants Otto Kanard and Charles Jaekel.

This comnan was in actual combat for ouly a few days. The
military action took olace in the c¢ity of Coamo, Puerto Rico.
Although Comvany B's military action was not‘extensive, the

months of grueling training were put to some use.



On April 23, 1898, a bell rang in La Crosse, giving the
signal that the President had called for 100,000 men for service

in the Bpanish-American War. Throughout thz gtate men left their

£y

jobs to go to their local armories and volunteer. In La Iz
shortly after the bell rang, fiags were holsted on nearly all
the loecal busliness establishments as volurteers made thelr way

to the local armory. Company B was to counsist initially of sixty-

Y

2

five men and three officers. But as the first day of zi;iﬁary
readiness came to a close, no official orders from Washington
nad yet been received.to tell Company B what camp to report to.l
Shortly, after the local citizeas had a farewell party,
orders arrived for Company B to move td the state falrgrounds
in Milwaukee. According to a local newspavper, itne departure
was even movs impressive than the departure of the Light
Gusrd to the "bloody fields" of the Civil War in 1861.°

Most of the men of Company B were between the ages

1. La Crosse Moraning Chronicle, April 23, 1898, and April
29’ 18980

2. La Crosse Mornine Chronicle, April 29, 1898.




2
of twenty and twenty-five. Many of them were married, and all
the men were of the laboring class. Although most had been in
La Crosss, there were several who had been born ian forelgn
countrie Fourteen nailed from Germany, five fron Norway, and
one each from Poland and the areas later called Czechoslovekiz.
After arrival in Milwaukee the company reported to Camp

Harvey for vhysical examinstions. The cuartering f&cilities
in the horsge stables wére far from desirable, and Dr. Joseph
Thomoson, & member of Company M La Crosse, sald,

the stables were not the best, but they were

as clean as one could expect Horse Sbables

*®
are not the nicest svot in_the world, but our
men were made comfortable. :

damp stable floors, all but one passsd the vaysic

Pnd
Jte
n
=
2

ation. He was turaed dowa because of rheuna
On May 10 orders srrived directing the company to move
south to Chickamaugs Park near Chattanooga, Tennessee. The

company arrived thers on May 15 to Jjoin cther veolunteers from
elsevhere in the United Stateg. Some military cutfits from

other states were poorly equivped with suvnlies aud officers.

-y

In one instance a company from Chio tried to acoulre a Wiscon-

sin man a5 an offiger. This man had been 2 caoiain at Vest
%, Statement by Dr. Joseph Thompson, perscnal lnterview, June

23, 1957. He orescutly is a retired city dentist. He wes
a volunteer for Company ¥ La Crosse which also went to Puerto
Rico with Coapany 3.

4. La Crosse Morninmg Chromicle, May &, 1898.
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1

Point, but because he had resigned, he had lost nis status

1

ag an officer. The Wlsconsin commander refused the reqﬁest.
He intended to use the former captain to train the Wiseonsin
troops.5

The shortage of supplies at Chickamauga caused difficult
living conditions.

In the kxitchens there were few cocks able to
handle the rations as issued, znd because lat-
ional Guardsmen had brought no bakers w1t% themnm,
thay were comovlelled to ilive on hardtack.

Sickness had set in and some of the men died from pneumcnia, re-
sulting from exposure and sleevning on the damp grcundg

From the begianing of July typhold and
dysentery began to apoear. & 211 the camps. At
Chickamauga there were heavy rains. The camp had.
veen loested in an oven Forest with the intentlion
O* protecting it against the southern sun; the

esult was that the place would not dry out be-
twnen one ralin and the next. The soll was non- -ab~
sorbent: the whole camn was soon pretiy well flood-
ed and sanitation became impossible. The hospital
began to fill; while the troovs, finding themselves
cetting no nearer to the front, sank into a mood
of inertia, disgust with military life, and black
depression.’

Many men alego were not physically eguipved to withstand two

hours of guard duty with only four hours of rest. 8

5. Walter Millis, The Martiasl Spiridt (New York: Houghton Mifflin
Company, 1931}, ». 21b.

H. Ibid., Pe 213«

7. Ibid., De 345,

8., La Crosse lornins Chronicle, June 7, 1898. ("La Crosse Boys
1izhtly Under tne Weather')
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in the La Crosse Morning

O

On Juae 10 an sriicle appeare
Chroniels stating that if anyone wished to send personal ltems
to a friend_at,dhickamauga, he was to leave the items with
the recruiting Sergeant, Fred Xroner, at the northside

[}

armory. The town's people were under the impresSion that the

living conditions were getting worse. However, on June 12
after the soldiers had gone through = serles of vaccinations,

a letﬁer from one of the men appeared in the papver sseuring.

the folks back home that conditions were not as bad as they were

made ocut to be. Sickness within the camp continued, and

't

.
Vario

s pszople in the state government were recelving letters

= g

Trom local citizens complailining about conditions of the camp,.

As the month of June came to a close, no more complaints were
reported about living conditions. On June 28 rumcrs passed
among the men that the outfit would leave for Cuba shortly.
Instead it went to Charleston, South Carolina.”

Even after the Wisconsin troovs left Chickamauga Park and
moved to Charleston, conditions at Chickamauga did not get any
better.

On August 19, an army inspector at Chickamauga
was officlally reporting that every precaution
is being taken. But it is too late; the mis-
chief has been done., This park as a camping

place is incurably infected. The cases of
typhold fever have reached five hundred and

9. Lo Crosse Morming Chronicle, July 12,.1898.
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the wholeqsituation nresages a general
epidemic.™

The month of July was not a cuiet one for the La Crosse
group. Treatment of the soldiers at Chickamauge irritated
the residents of Wisconsin. Orders were issued for the
Wisconsin troops to move on to Puerto Rico; shortly after
they were issued, they were countermanded. The reason seemed

A 11
to be for military strategy.
This expedition had been deferred in order that
211 danger from Spanish warships, now destroyed,
might be avoided. Puerto Rlco was to be a vartial
indemnity for our enormous expeditures of money
in prosecuting the war.l2
Genersl Miles did no% want to share the conguest of San Juan
with the navy. HNiles explained to the Secretary of War Alger,
mareching across the country rather than under
the guns of the fleet will have in every way
s desirable effect on the inhabitants of this
country.l3

The troops were digsappointed because conditions in
Charleston were anytaing but desirable. They were
guartered in cotton warehouses during the rainy season. Con-

ditions were far from comfortable; the men slept on the hard

loors. Dr. Thompson said, "The floors were damp and the air

10. Millieg, op. eit., P. 365,

ii. Andrew Draper, The Rescue of Cuba (New York: Silver Burdett

——

and Company, 19107, De L131.

12, Trank Freidel, The Splendid Little War (Canada: Little,
Brown and Company, 1958), p. 261. »

13, Draper, op. cit., p. 132
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was very heavy, meking it difficult to sleep.” Food was any-
thiang but the best. The diet consisted of hardtack and horse
meat. This led to much complaining among the men, and it
caused many to go to local restaurants‘to eat if ﬁhey could
afford it. The food in these places was not'much‘better.
Dr. Thompson mentioned, "Some men were invited intb southern
homes for dinner. These homes were very nice."14

Hungeary soldiers brought wﬁatever food wés avaiiable.
Negroes apoeared at the gates of the training area to sell
webermelong and freshApeaches§ ;The;301diers nurchased thege frulits

unavare of the effect they would have on their stomachs. Beer, 'sent

=y

fromftheﬂcity'Sxthrééilbdal‘bremeries.CauSed further vprcblems with
the men's digestive systems. The beer and fruit caused a var-
iety of sicknesses, including aCute'diarrhea. The hospitals

were crowded with Wisconsin troops in a short time. Poor food,
bad sleening, and long forced marches caused the state of
Yicgconsin to demand an ianvestigation of camp conditions at
Charleston.l5

Shortly after the promise of an investigation orders to embark

for Puerto Rico came. Tt the béginning of the war General

Miles thought the correct objective from a militery point

14, Statement by Dr. Joseph Thompson, personal interview,
June 23, 1967, and La Crosse Morning Chronicle, July

15. la Crosse Mornines Chronicle, July 17, 1598.




of view wasg the concuest of Puerto Rico, which was the Spanish

nose Tor all overations in the Wesgt Indies., He falt that

ot

+the ¢limate was more conducive for the northern troopvs. Iow

A

three months later this maneuver was & reallty. ATlter some

o)
l(D
[
<j
1=

n negoblation with the navy, the orders were officlally
received to move the troops to the loading dock for embark-

ment 4o Guanica Bay, Puerto Rico.l1lb

]

Gensral Miles departed from Guantanamo with 35,000 men

<

for Cape Fajawrdo, while the traunsport convey from Charleston

znd Tampe left for the same destination. He sal

ad in geven

b

O]

transnorts convoyed by the Hagschusetlts, the Yale, the folumbia,

the Dixie, and the (loucester.. Becaude of much publicity about

o

General Miles! plans, he decided in.mid-passage to land 1n

~

Guanica Bay.  He figured‘the'Spanish would concentrate thelir
troons at Fajardo,‘leaﬁing.Guénica Bay opeﬂ'fdr 2 landing. He
had decided to attack San Juan by going tLrough'the‘island
from south to north.l7

According to a contemporary account, after the five-day
voyagze, the Wisconsin scldiers were ready to put thelr feetl on
s0lid ground. Many of them were smelling ealt water for the first
time, and théy became seasick. The slckness was baslcally

e,

brought on by the frame of one's mind, the poor Ifood, and

o

16, Edgar Maoaly; History of the United States liswy, Volume
TIT, (lilew York: D. Appieton and Company, L1901}, p. #10.

17. Ibid., pe 412,
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the vzle that hit the fifth day. Dr. Thompson sa

[N
[sD)

The trip was o 1little too long; I was
fortunate because I had a hammock to
slesp in for the eiatire voyage.1d

The trip seamed all the more difficult because their ship
issed the exveched convoy. The missed convoy caused some
delay, but their ship came in countact with the eruiser

Co Umblp whieh confirmed their orders to report Lo Guanica

o

Bay.1l9

As General iiles' convoy reached Guanica Bay, he wasg worried

about it being mined. He sent the Gloucester into the narbor to

check. The harbor was not mined, and the landings that followed

met with ne Spanish opvosition. The landing party moved toward

the city of Guanica. About three hundred yards up the main street,

the landing force was fired upon by the Spanish. The fight did not

last long, and the Spanish pulled out. After the skirmish, the
American force found the only vperson in the town. He told the
soldiers that the Spanish troops were expected from Yauco;

they never arrived. He also said the town's peovle would be
back now that the United States troops had landed. When General
Miles eame ashore much later, Guanica was already captured, but
a formal surrender was made to Miles. General Miles then made a

three-Told proclamation. The troops had come for the sake of

18. Statement by Dr, Joseph ”bonosoa, Dersonal interview, June
23, 1967.

19. La Crosse Mornins Chronicle, August 9, 78Cb. (author John
Bacon war correspondent of Company B)
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liberty, Jjustice, and humanity; they had come to overthrow the
armed authority of Spain. Finally, they were not there to make
war on the people of this country.go
Although the war was to end in a few weeks, the men of the
Wiseonsin Third Regiment were to have some brief encounters with
- the eneny, and the lLa Crosse Compauny B was there right in the
middle of them. On July 28 the Cincinnati with two transports
arrived a La Playa Harbor near Ponce. Although the sources do
not indicate it, it might have been the Wisconsin troops because
the next day the regimenis of the Pennsylavania, Magsachusetts,
Illinois, and Wisconsin were givén patrol’ duty 'in the city:
to look for lurking Spaniards. The patrol&duty meant -
1ittle because -the city  had already surrendéred.gl
Fromrall accounts that the Americans have re-
ceived the Spaniards on the island are not a for=
midable lot. They have coustantly run away from &
ygsgiblg fight and indi9ation§ are th%% 1ittle
rasistance will be received anywhere.
The true test of training did come on August 9 about a
week after their so-called first encountef with the enemye.
The chance came when the second and third infantry of the
Wiédonsin‘National Guard @né nne artillery battery unit were
assigned the task of capturing the city of Coamo, Puerto Rico.

The Wisconsin group was asslisted by the sixteenth Penn-

20, Macaly, op. clte, ?, 414, and Draper, ODR. cits., DD. 132-133.

21, Draper, op. clt., P. 133, and la Crosse Moraning Chronicle,
August 9, 1898.» '

22, La Crosse Morning Chronicle, August 9, 1898.
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sylvanisa, which later received full credit for this victory.

The oanly satisfaction the W

<

iscon51a group had was that of
raising the Stars and Stripes first for the United Btates in the
clity of Coamo.23

But what really took vlace at this battle? Coamo was ai-
tacked through an effort of the Wisconsgin Infantry of the second
and third regiment aad the sixteenth Penansylvanian. According
to General Miles' military plan, this was Just one of the rdutes
he planned teo take to make his move on Sazn Juan. He'expected
that the towns‘along the way would be heavily szarrisoned. Dr.

Thonoson said, "All roads to this Cth had large ditches in then

to slow down the Americans The city was set in a valley, surro

und -

ed by bluffs on two sidess. Coamo was set much like La Crosse, with

bluffs on both sides but no river. Thus the vattle was staged
on four fronts, making the clty completely cu+ off from retreat.
The protection of the rear of Coamo was given to the sixteenth
Pennsylvanla, thus sealjing off the eity from the north. The
Yisconsin groups were given the responsibility of driving the
Spaniards out from ﬁhe south and west. The biggeét obestacle to
this »nlan was a vlockhouse at the entrance of the city. This
’blockhouse haed nelped ths Spanish repel the United States'forces
four times in previous battles. Destruction of this barrier be-

came the resvponsibllity of the Wigconsin artillery battery unit.

23, s Wiscomngin in Three Centurles (New York:
Publishing Society of lew YOrk, 1906), D.239.




The Second snd Third Wisconsin Infentry had the ftask of moving
into the city on two sides. Thus, twenty-two Wlsconsin compa nies:

under the command of Lisutenant Colonel Benjamin Parker were in-
volved in the tagt of takimg Coamo. =
The blocgqouqe was setv afire by a Tew well;placed
shots ‘from thse art illeryy a and the infantry LOTCGQ advaneed
on -the city.
But as the troone advanced, the Svanish
withdpew after some desultory fightins in
which they met with some losses, and a few
wepre kllled and wounded on the American
side. @3
The La Crosse comdanies as well as the crmpsules from Soharta,
Zou Claire, West Suverior, Hudson, and Msnomiee were to move
up the road which led directly through the middle of the
itye. But getting to that road was nol ezsy. Harsh land,
ravines, bluffs, and rivers comprised the area arcund the city

meking the road difficult to reach. Waile the battery unit

shelled the blockhouse, the infantry was left with the tagk of

24, Ibid., D0. 240-248, and
War {renrinted from, Th
Pn. i-1ily ComHany & wa ¢ Comm 7
Marschfield; Comnany B Oshkosh; Gomv-” i3 moany M
Ocontos Comnzny X Beavsr Dam; Comrany T tte; Comveay L
Ashland; Commeny £ Found de Lac; Comvany oghs Company G
Apnleton; Company H Manitowox; Comnany D M ony Comnany F
Portage; Company B La Crosse; Comoany M La Crosse; Comdany I
Snarta; Comdany Z Eau Claire; Comoany I West Sunerior;
Company C Hudeon; Comoeny H Menominee, and Draner, 0D, cltoe

D. 134,

no
U1
®

-}

Draper, OD. clt., 0. 134,



ca. 25
pomovine the Spanish infantry from the city.
The battle iteelf had its moments of neavy firing, out

the Penngylvanls sixteenta weas invoived the most in the
gkirmish. The qUaQLSQ held true to earllier renorts that.taey
would not remain and fisht. As the Tiring began, they immed-
iately tried to escave out thé back door of the city, but

they ran lnto the Pennsylvania £roud. The battle was short,

and the Spanish had twelve casuzltles =nd 130 cantured.
According Lo one source,
a shayrn 1ittle battle was Tought
at Coamo, where & detachment of snemy
surrendered after a desspnerate strugole
in walch most of the & ficers

O‘...J.J.l sh o
Were 43..!.7185;.27 ’

There were no deaths in the Pennsylvanisa group, but a few
po
were wounded.”
Later that same day nevws came that a lew York troon was
naving difficulty revairing briddes awOﬂg a military route
g Tew miles from Coamo becauss the Sranish were Tiring on it.
Consecuently, the La Crosse, Portage, and Sparita grouns were
left with the assignment of guarding the mountain pass near

a hill, celled Asoninate mountain by the Svanish or as the

Amerlcan scldiers called 1t, Albonita pass, outside the city

26. Henry Blever, "disconsin Troovs in the Spanish War" (re-
orinted from, The Serntinel Almanac, Milwaukee, 1829) pn.
1-11

27. Dreper,

o2
28 3Bleyer, op. cit., op. i-iii,
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of Coamo. The Spanish were gunnosedlj entreuched in the hill

of thilis passs therefore, the three groun cft to. guard the

vagse were to be vnrevared for a surorise nicnt aﬁtack. The
night, however, »roved ©o be uneveatful, but on the following
day while the members of the cavalry were recomnclieriag, the
on them., The three comnanles
sistar e; however, because tne.

no danecse was doae to elther

Genersl Zrnst Wilson om August 12 decided to call Tor
artillery help to dislodge the enemy from the sides of the
Aibonita pass. Bult while walting for the artillery to arrive,
the Svanish ovened fire risht inte the middle of the Wiscounsin
campe. After the artillery arfived, °
artlilery in a Iour-hour dusl. Thg'gaﬁtle aid not orove to

be a victory Tor the Americazas but rather a victory for tae

men from the Svaria company when 2 .shell from the Soanish
30

grtiliery exnloded in the middle of the Sparta camD.

2¢, Raelnh Immell, "Wisconsin Troons in the Svanlish Jar,
printed from The Sentinel Almanac, Milwaukee, 1899), p. iii.

AC. Ibid,.
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decided to strom the sides of the pass using all available forces;
thefefore, he had returned to the central eamp neaf Coamo to round
up the rest of the troons of the Wisconsin and Peuansylvania six-
teenth. In Wilson's judgment it would take an extra day for these
troops to march arcund the hill and come up from the other sides
The merch was unnecessary for on Saturday, August 13; 1898, a
véourier arrived at central headqguarters to inform General Wilson
tnat the Spanish had signed a prctoco1° With this the war came
to an end and there began the long wait to return home.3l

Soldiers were disapvoointed that they would not

have the opportunity to emulate the valor of

thelr commrades in Cubz, but more shared in

the gratification of the_American peovle that

-bloodehed was at an en@.?

Thus the end of combat was in sight for the 5,459 men of
Wisconsin that took part in this war.  About ten days after the
last battle took place, General liles asked that the troops be
moved out immediately to avoid the spread of sickness. The
month of Augdst went by and still the Third Wiscomsin had not
left for home. As the month of September began, many:of
the La Crosse group and other -company groups got ill. The
regimental correspondent thought the troovs might be there
another six weeks. As a result there was mucb homesickness,
and the men were depressed. Even their bodies showed

their physicsl and mental state which was from belug encour-

31, Ibid.. p. iv.

32, Draper, op. cit., p. 134.



aging. As tho month of Sentemder passed, things got worse in-

L

stead'of better,_aad‘hone for return seemed not to be in the
making., Dr. 1orbson salid,

SILY meM,'w nile walqug “for return to the
states, ot diarrhea which lald uv some
- men in New York hospltals upon their re=
“turn. It was brlmarlly due to the type of
food the men recewved in their dlets while
in Puerto Rico.3>

)

On October~11 orders CQma to sLip the Third Wisconsin home; -

I+s mea9 a contembory accoant says, were ove rjoyeds34 

j

“t%'ﬁe somm mempers of Comnapy B were ii,.théif'return
nome nad to be d@lay s Othews, althouga:illg were.able to»re«
turn home wiﬁh_;ne{healtgy, Those Who were 111 but able o
vtrévélfihcluaediﬂav AfT 1Q ; Fred Vocdgfcﬁa rles ii}iéréi. -
.Ahton Roubick, . Louws NlmsoWe, anrsz iidK;,FrankLSchéilerg
"Daniei'Glarkeg Gaarles'J’ig‘l, Wfan Faﬁtermeyer, Niliiém~tosoa1
and Fraﬁk weller° fJohn @iller, John Dolav, iichasl Caln, Bert th
Keys,'willam:Scuroedé Hermaa‘Bay‘ William Taylor, Josenh_ |
Riesegsaﬁd'Oscar Da:rﬂlzmw haa to snend tlme 1n eaotmra hOSb’taWSe‘
- The a osence of’" some members of: Corﬁa ny 3 dia nnt Drevent
Crosse. from celeswatlng the Peturn of the okherse LA Tafme crowa
turned ou: 'at the Mliwaukee dcnot to greet ita SOldl@PBe- They
ialturn weregsources of commea+ on tne war. aey saiq=tge Ghaiies-
ton forced mafching wés_tL worse har dSﬂlO they had eﬁdurea xhi1e 

‘in the gervice. Some men naa COﬂVUlSWOﬂS defu”.tﬂeSc mare

53 S atement oy Dr, Josewh Taoﬁpsong ber50ﬂa1 1nterv1ew,
June 23, 196? T
34, L; Grosse ormlpg Chwoalcle, SQD elber 11, 1898 aad

oétober 12, 1898,
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served the proper

paperg‘»mut-let'us-g

35, La Crosse Mornins Chronicle, Oct*on“ 37 11898,
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BIOGRAPHICAL APPENDIX

As previously mentiohed all the men involved were of the
laboring class, and most of them returned to the city to continue
at the jobs that they had left behind. The only two men that
did not return alive were Morris Casberg and Joseph Tucheck.
They both died of a fever acquired in travel to Puerto Rico.
This information was acquired from the death notices at the
La Crosse Death Record Office, the death notices at the Vet-
erans Administration Office, and obituary columns in the

La Crosse Morning Chronicle and La Crosse Tribune.

Max Affeldt

Born in Germany, Affeldt came to this country when he
was seven years old. At the time of the war he was employed
at Torrance and Son's Foundry as an iron molder. He continued
to work there until he refired in 1951. He was a member of the
United Spanish-American War Veterans and former president of the
organization. He was also a member of the Governor's Guard
He had married thé former Emma Strauss.l

William Bauman

Bauman was enployed as an iron molder when he entered the
war. After the war he married Augusta Freiberg. He died at the
age of eighty-six in the Veterans Hospital at Tomah, Wisconsin.Z2

Albert Buchman

Born in Chaseberg, Wisconsin, in 1877, Buchman was single

when he went to war, and he was at that time employed



wlB.

‘as a_weaVer. “When he returned from the war, he moved to 8t. Paul
IlnneSOta )

Dan Claril

He was born in,Dubuque,'Iowa, and was married at the time
he war. He was enployed as a Lele raph ope srator. It is not

known if he returned to the city after thé wara4

John Goetsche, another who came from abroad, was born

in Holstein, Germany, im»lBGO, W“1¢e in the service, he advanced

from‘corporal to fourth serceant._ At the time of the war, ke

¢

was eﬂo?ouec ‘at. the heﬂleﬂaﬁ Brezery, but after the war he
became a cofoenbe ’untll n;s“deatq in 1908. At that time he

committed'suicide with a shotgun.>

B

Anton Halik

-He was twentv Veals olc wnen he jOlneo Conp ny B, and

he was 51ngleo At war time, he wo Jud as a woodworker., II he

he

ot

.came Back to the city to stay after var, it would be

ct

‘difficult to say because no further informa icn,ekists.6

ﬁérhiin;Kénsas City, M1ssour1, ke returneé to Lha city
aftef the war and worked aSéﬁturHKGYﬂzer La Crosse County.
He was'ﬁarfieé here in‘the ¢ity; ahé he ¢éied here in 1940.7
Walter g;‘ﬁammoné

Born in>Baltimore, Maryland, in 186 9; Eammond was mar ;ied

at the time'of the war and had been emploved ‘then as a ci a"maker.

After tpe war he returned to the same profession.  He continueg
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Iy

to work at this job until his death, of heat prostrat

{12,

on'whlle
at his job. 3
0laf lioye

He was born in Bergseth} Norway, in 1867. He was single
when he entered the war, and hé'was‘a laborer. Wo further

information is available.9

Michael Jansky

Born in the city in 1874, he was a painter at the time
of the war. He continued at this jdb after the war until his
death at the age of forty-nine. MNo other information is
available .10

Charles Jaekel

2 second lisutenant of Company B Jaekel was married when
he entered the war and had been emploved as a motorman for the
La Crosse Street Railway COmpahy. He also turned to farming
before he enﬁered‘the sezvice, Lfter the war_he returned to

his own farm.ll

Otto Kanard

He was born locally and was married when he entered the

service. He owned a grocery store on the corner of Third and

43

IMississippi Streets, plus a small retail liguor store. He was

a member of the Governor's Guard and the Eight Ward 2Aid Society.
- - s X o » - . . y >

He also .served his company as its first leiutenant.l?

John Kienzle

He was borxn in the city in 1867 and worked as a stone-

cutter before he went into the service.. He was married at the

time of the war.+2
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P

rrad Xoch

Born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 1875, Koch was single
when he entered‘the‘Servicé; Eé’was then employed as a fireman.
Mo in :orlatlon is ava1lable on blm aftpr ‘the war. Lé

Vaientine Konoetzke

1Another foreign‘bérﬁ Wé§ ValentinéfKonQetz§é‘of'Poland,
Who was one of thé dléer ones, who eULLIGd tﬁé‘seZViéé;f He was
thirty~tﬂo;' e was tne1 embloveﬂ as a locol brewery workA

He returned4toithe city after‘the“War but was' klll@cv nfa'

car occloent :mstantlv atvthe agé of t 1rtv -six.15

Otto AOWalke

He was born . in the city of German parents, and he was
single when he entered‘the service. He was the~0uartermaster

Serceant For ComDaHV' . He returned to the chy Lfter the .

war and marrlea ' ?ocal olrl ' He was employed by the county
as a . turnkey. He died suppdsedly of a self inflicted gun

‘shbt'wound in the head,l6v
Bérn:in ﬁorway, Lund was,aléo married]wlen He entere é

the serviCSQ LHé:retﬁrnéd to;the ¢ity after the war and became

; ' f |

an insurance agent. : He died in 1933.17

Andrew Xrebs
Born in Germany, Andrew Krebs served as a sergeant for

A

Company B. . He-was a c‘c Laker befOre anG after the war in the

A

city. He, aowever, dled of tubercu1o sis.at the age of thirty

).J.

n 1904 wh*ch‘was believed to be attributed to an illness he had

during th var.18:



Fred Kroner

He was a native of the city, and he served as purchasing

O

agent for Company B. He did not go into actual combat,; but
he remained in the city to see that the needs of Company'B
were met. At the time of the war, 1me was secretar j of the

Fred Kroner Eardware Company. ALter the war he lemaln;c in

the city.l9

Fredechﬁitél“

_Bofn'ih.Roebuck, Germanf,.Fredbséhultz was married when
he‘ehtéred”the.service,v At‘theftime df:thé war, he was ég
empiov ee of the Heile man‘BieWery'vhere he returned to wdik
‘after tne,war.fvﬁe'@ied from fatal burns received from‘an
explosion at this‘bfewerv;'lﬁe had spent a goodvartioh”ofﬁ
'his'lifeviﬁ'thé{éerVicé, sbme tWénty—th‘yearsf He served that
ﬁime‘as a cé§tainiWhich was ﬁi$ po$ition with Company E.QO |

Eric Lucht -

Anocther native of GermahV’Was Eric Lucht. He was a
stonecutter at th@ tlme of the War. What happened to him after

the war is not known,2i

Frank Muelienbérd

Anothér,bornlinkGetmany;aFrank Mﬁeilénberg servedvhis
company as a. fiv‘t' ergeant, whlch ne ‘acguired whlle he was in
v*ne snrv1ce.;‘He'mo§ed;frOﬁ prlvate to selgeant which all the
”men 1n his coﬁoany belveved he-deserved.. Hebw0rked befcre and

aLter the war aa 2. molcder, He also was married, but he diec

'wt the age of thlrty—seven of a hepat1c coma. 22
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cdeath in 1911 at-th age of fortv-one. He also was narried.

‘Otto Sill

‘Born in'Germany, S1ll entered the service as a single

man. After the war he returned to the city and married a loca

=t

1, the"former Fmma Rittéer.  He. was emolo ed at Secgelke

gir : s
and Kolhaus Companj for twenty years, and he also operated a

-

confectionary at 15th and Vine Streets for several vears until

ne retired in 1931. He was a member of the Governor's Guard. 29

Fmil Last

‘{Another born of.Ge*pan parents, Last ”%turneo to the
ciﬁy after the war to narry a lbbal girl. He served as a police
officer in the city fofbtwentyféix vears.3”

-Joe Riesé

He was married, and his occupaulon-ya cigarmaker. He

was a member of the La Crosse County Boaxd of Supervisors foxr

Ernst- Zube

ot
Y

He'was born in the city. e was single when he went

32

to war. ‘He returned and married but later separated.

Phil Wendli g,

A‘native of the city, he was sincgle when he went to war.
At that time he was a painter, but when he returned from the
‘war, he'and'his'brother‘weht'lnto the grocery business together,

e Was commander of “the Cas berg. Post Camp 11, organized in

teat

n remorv of

=4

1904

'-_I.

lorris Casberg.?3.



Frank Wichman

He married after the war, and he was emploved at J.Gund

Brewery as caretaker for thirty-four years. Before the war he
was employed at the L.C. Ccllman Mill here in the city.34

2 native of the g¢ity, he worked as a painter before the

e

war. His parents were Rustrians. He died six months after his
return from the war of tuberculosis. Fe was only twenty-three.

. =
T

Ze had been ill during the last two months of the war in Puexrto

Born in Carthage, Illinois, he was a barber at the time
of the war. He was married. No other information could

- o ‘ ‘ :
be found.3®

“August Peterson

‘Another native o

ey

. Fh

Horway, August Peterson was unmarried

-

t the time of the war. He was employed as a laborer and served

@

hig Company B as the company's musician.’7

John Mueller

He was a member of the Governor's Cuard. No other in-

formation is available.>B

‘Ancother native of Germany, Henry Platz was single when
" he entered the war. His occupation was a brewery worker before
“and after thevwar. He married a local girl after the war. EHe

too was a member of the Governor's Guard, and the wagoner of

Company B.39



He was born in the city and w

)

o))

5 single alsc when he
entered £he W r. He was a laborer before the war. He married.
after the war, bﬁt>ai the age of fbrtymone he committed suicide
with a 32 caliber revolver.4D

William Raseman

54
]

ol
a7
]
™,

A native of the city, William Raseman was marriec

worked as a blacksmith at the time of the war, After the war

he became a foreman at Allis Chalmers.

William Xlix

e was buried by the Veterans of Foreign War. o other

information is available. 42

2y

Ernst Ric

»2)
ot

1
I

the time of the war he was single anéd a leborer. lic
3 - . R 4 .
cther information could be found. 43

Williliam Schroeder

Born in Germany, Schroesder worked as a millwright before

the war and as a plow worker after the war. He also married

John Schleiter

—

Fe was single when he entered tﬁé waxr but mé:ried upbn
his retuﬁn, He was a foreman at Heileman Brewery and a member
of-the Masonic Lodge 922 of Chicago; He wasbalso a membexr of
the‘Casberg Camp.45 | o |

John Gerrard

John Gerrard married a local girl before he entered the



—2H -

service. Ie was a laborer before the war, but after the war
he returned to the city and became a chiropodist which was

)]

his profession for forty vears. 45

fam—

John Simkey

Born in Hokah Minnesota, Simkey was at the time of the
war single which he remained for his entire life, At the

. ~ . « [
time of the war, he was a broommaker.%7

9]
~

Julius Simkey

He was a brother of John and was single also when he

entered the war: however, he married after the war. U
information could be found on these brothers.48

Andrew Encgelhaxrd

1|

ngelhard was a local grocer and died in the veteran's

]

.

center at Wood, Wisconsin. Nc other information could be found .49

)

George Fischer

Ye was single and a laborer at the time of the war. Ie

o0
o

returned to the citv and worked as a molder until his death

3

{i

Y
C

the age of twentv-eight of a complicated fracture of the spin

Julius Storkerson

Born in Rushford, Minnesota, Storkerson was single also

p]

\

at the time of the war and was then emploved at the telephons

company as an inspector. He returned to the city, married, and

worked at the phone company as a superintendent. He was a

4

member of the local Masonic temple. D

jrod
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John Strehl

Ee was born in Milwaukee, and he was emploved at several

1

~

if

0

ferent concerns: such as Heileman Brewery, malt plant:
foremen of J. B. Funke Candy Companyv, and bookkeever for Segeike
and Kohlhaus Manufacturing Company. He was married at the time
of the war.52

Alfred Welch

4

Alfred Welch was single at the time of the war and was then

employed as a lumberman. He returned to the citv, married,

and worked as a conductor on the railroad for thirtv-two yvears.33

Frank Voras

o~

Born of Czechslovakian parents, Voras was at the time of
the war married and a cigarmaker. He returned after the war
and continued this profession for thirty years. He too was a

menber of Casberg Camp. 54

Fred Yehle

He was single and a clerk in a florist shop at war time.
He was born of German and Norweigian parents. He married after
75

the war and worked in a florist shop for the rest of his life. 55

Adolph Weisbecker

Yleisbecker was a native of the city, married, and a mechanic
at the time of the war. WNo other information is available. 55

Louis Weigel

Born in the city, he was single and a type-writer by

trade at the time of the war. He married after the war and worked



as a pestal clexrk fo

r thirtyv yvears. He was a nember alsc of
the Governor's Guard, Casberg Camp, and the Veterans of

rudolph Young

He was single at the time of the war. He married after

-t

the war an

]

u

was a.menber alsco of the Governor's Guard. No

6]

ther information could ke found.58

John 3radley

ie came back to the city area after the war and ran bis

own farm. No other information is available.>%

Mike Webexr

Born in Caledenia, Minnesota, Weber was married and
wagon maker at the time of the war. No other information
- - ).
could be founa.éd

Maurice Casberg

He died on board the Transport Obdam, in the harbor
Fortress Monroe, August 5, 1858, of pneumonia. He was the
one that the Casberg Camp was named after. He was buried

051

l..].

at Holmen, Wiscons

.Joseph Tucheck

He died of typhoid fever October 18, 1898, at Ponce,

1, ¢

Puerto Rico. He was buried at Ponce. He had been a black-

[y

. )
smith.w-

Leopold Sill

- hAnother born in Germany, he was single when he entered

the war. He married after the war to the former Elizabeth Graff.



~20-

He was assitant superintendent at Listman Flouxr

the city. He was a corporal in Company B.63

Louis Losby

'Born in Christiana, Norway,

Mill here in

he was single and a barber

when he entered the service. He contracted maldris and typhoid

while in Puerto Ricec. When he returned to the city,

was gone, so he got an offer for a job as postal clexk in Sparta

for thirty vyears.64

william Critchfield

hi

s job

and he took it. Ee continved to work at the post office there

He was born in Iowa and was married when he enlisted.

o

be found.55

No Informaticn is Available on the

Albion Weigel
Anton Casper-
John Ellingsvold
Frank Faltermever
Paul Hupp
Herxrman Bay
Anton Roubick
Ted Leudtke
Lester Aikens

. Mike Cain

Fred Freeman
August Gelenski
Anton Herstad
Frank Schaller-
Louis Winsole .
Joseph Berghaus
Oscar Darling
Harry Fuller
Same Grant

EG Hartung
Bill Tavlior
Julius Zellner

. gy
Following: 90U

Winfred Johnson

Berth Keys

‘" Asa Lawerence
Pearl McKieth. -

Gustave Rosmansky
Emil Theyson

Benton Williams
- Louis Zeoeller

William Kosbal.
Custave Xolb

‘John #Millexr.

Harry Olson
Oscar Stratte
Herman Taplett
Andrew Viebenstad
Torm Thompson
Richard Xraus
John Lean ‘
August Macking
Jim O' Donavon
Charles Skaten

‘e was then a machinist by trade. Ho other information could
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