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	Abstract: In his 2011 interview with Laura Felz, Jacob Carrel describes his participation in protests against the Budget Repair Bill introduced by Governor Scott Walker in early 2011. He recounts his political activism as a student at Madison West High School, time spent in and around the Capitol building and inside the rotunda, and his reaction to politics and news media relating to the protests. This interview was conducted by Laura Felz as part of graduate coursework in Curriculum & Instruction. 
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First Interview Session (April  17, 2011): Digital File
00:00:00	Start of Interview/Interviewer’s Introduction. Carrel is a current junior at Madison West High School.  Interested in politics and would like have it as a career.  Spent free time on Obama Campaign.  President of student council this year as a junior.  Would like to eventually run for office or be a pollster.
00:02:50	Question: How were you involved in the demonstrations? West is a very liberal high school.  First heard about the budget as a news story, but only realized its importance when teachers became upset.  Running club ran down to the capital.  Mood was very sad. Thought the repair bill would be passed. Next day everyone knew about it. Scheduled a walk out for Thursday.  Letter went out about what would happen if the teachers were to strike or “sick out” the next day.  That night it was announced there would be no school the next day.  Carrel called his parents about the walk out and they said they would excuse him. Stayed up late making signs and posters.  Posted messages on Facebook about where and when to meet.  First time in 16 years there was a teacher strike.  
00:10:55	Printed up some cards with quick facts so peers would know what to say if questioned or interviewed.  Twenty minutes before walk-out there were already 300-400 people there.  By 10:00 am there were over 1,000 people there.  People took pictures, Jacob Fiskel had a bull horn to organize the walk.  Four days without school. Carrel spent most time at the Capitol.  Parents allowed him to sleep over at the capital, though he did not sleep at all.
00:15:22 	Mood changed to upbeat because the senators had left.  Some people felt they were not doing their jobs.  Their aides were still in their offices working and the senators continued working at their hotel.  By Thursday, every knew the “Fab 14” and they were heroes.
00:21:45	Question: Can you talk about how the mood had changed? Tuesday it looked like it was inevitable: the bill would pass.  By Wednesday it was a grassroots movement.    Carrel describes 548 Northwest where the assembly held testimonies, forcing the Capitol to remain open.  Assembly democrats held testimonies wherein any citizen could register to speak for or against any bill that was currently being debated in the legislature.  Testimony went for 80 hours straight. Assembly democrats held the hearing with about 30 people around the table.  Describes rules regarding silence, interruptions, etc., as well as people who spoke and cried at the microphone.  Carrel testified at 2:32 a.m.  Details a testimony given by a woman in a wheelchair on the loss of BadgerCare.  
Went down to the drum circle at 12:30. “Hippies” present there. Used their mic to instruct people to move toward 548 Northwest.  
Describes marching to the Capitol and car horns honking to the tune of “this is what democracy looks like.”  
Discussion of Tea Party response.  About 70,000 people showed, with less than 2,000 Tea Partiers.  Overwhelming feeling of movement against Walker versus low number of supporters. Describes effects on political participation and voting patterns. 
00:36:08	Describes arguments against unions, characterization of “union bosses.” Describes distinction between money/salaries and collective bargaining rights.  Discusses fiscal pretences of bill and Walkers refusal to speak to protestors. Prank call make to Walker from man posing as Koch brother; Walker talked about provoking violence in the crowd.  Police chief was angry.  Carrel and others wrote speeches while staying in the Capitol.  Mention of Michael Moore and Egypt.
00:39:36	Carrel relates his speech: “My name is Jacob Carrel and I am writing this from the Madison capital building.  I stand here today with a lot of people and with a lot of reasons.  I stand with my brother who is 14 years old and right now he isn’t laying asphalt along Hwy 94 and for the child labor laws protecting him I thank the union.  I stand with my mother who has an incurable chronic illness but has health care and for those benefits I thank the union.  I stand with my father who is a public employee but has a good education and is compensated for his hard work and for my families prosperity I thank the union.  The teachers union who not only stood for educators but for his education. I stand with all of you here today to fight for unions and I will keep fighting until this bill is tabled. Now I want to point out that government vocabulary word was taught to me by a wonderful teacher.  I stand with my allies I mean you the readers when I say that.  We can fight for you. We can fight for union rights and we will fight for union rights because we can stand together. “
Carrel later gave additional speeches in the rotunda, spoke to people on both sides, as well as to reporters. Interviewed by Fox Business live.  Informed of Walker dropping fiscal pretence for bill. Two weeks later after he had gone back to school, the bill was passed. Describes conduct of and relationship with teachers back at school. Spoke to teacher who planned to canvass for recall signatures. 
Two weeks later, received word that Fitzgerald brothers were in charge of legislature.  Jeff Fitzgerald appeared on Fox news and admitted attempted to weaken unions for electoral reasons in 2012.   Rachel Maddow filmed a segment on her show, described the bill as a partisan maneuver.  Describes anger at corruption.   
00:52:49	Describes Peter Barca’s protestations against the violation of the open meeting law. Democrats arrived home and received welcoming cheers. Kathleen Falk sued the state for violation against the open meetings law.  Discusses Kloppenburg challenge to Prosser in Supreme Court election; mishandled votes and lack of integrity on both sides.   Describes how democrats became energized.   
00:58:28	Question: What happens now? Kloppenburg “mess.”  Need to keep people motivated, Sarah Palin shouted down by protestors. Recall efforts and discussion of potential protest against Paul Ryan.  Describes article in paper about Janesville being angry with Walker.  
00:01:07	Question: What will you remember most?  Passivity and civility of crowds, as well as energy and emotional aspects. Gaining a political voice and obtaining news attention.
01:02:00	Question: What can future generations learn from this?  People need to vote!  People need to start caring.  
01:07:00	End of First Interview Session
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