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00:00:00
Start of Interview/Interviewer’s Introduction
00:00:28
Question: Where were you born and what was your childhood like? Answer: Jordan Gaines (JG) was born in Milwaukee, WI. She lived with her mother, step-father, and several siblings. Family is very important to her, and she has always lived with or close by to family members.
00:02:04
Question: What was school life like? Answer: JG mostly attended private, Catholic schools, but also attended public schools for a few years. This diverse school experience is what originally made her want to be an educator.
00:04:29
Question: Why UW-Madison? Answer: JG did not have a great high school experience, except for her work with poetry and performing. This led her to apply to the First Wave program at UW-Madison because she felt confident she would be accepted. UW-Madison felt like the best option out of the schools she considered.
00:06:23
Question: Why English major? Answer: JG was originally told to major in English if she was interested in pursuing a graduate degree in Education. She decided to stick with it because she feels like she’s good at it.
00:08:10
Question: What is the Black Voice? Answer: For her work in the Office of African American Student Academic Services, JG did research in the University Archives on black activism on campus, where she found the original newspaper from the 1970s called The Black Voice. Around the same time, she was considering quitting to join the J-School. Instead, she decided to bring back The Black Voice. She released an inaugural edition, but it is still a work in progress. JG would like the paper to be a safe space for students of color.
00:13:37
Question: What is the structure of the paper/website like? Answer: The first edition was a paper copy, with a print of about 100-150 copies. Althea Miller did the cover artwork. JG reiterated the message that was included in the first issue of the original paper. One of the sections is called “Black is the New Black,” featuring poems by Sean Avery Medlin and Hiwot Adilow and art by Jerry Jordan. The bulk of the first issue, though, was an article JG wrote related to the Black Lives Matter movement and the die-in at College Library.
00:20:10
Question: First Wave? Answer: It is a hip-hop and urban arts learning community that provides scholarships to students coming into UW-Madison. It brings in students from across the country, some who might not have considered attending college if not for the program. Rain Wilson and Chris Walker are the Associate Artistic Directors.
00:23:20
Question: Other extracurricular or academic activities? Answer: JG has participated in a number of groups on campus, including joining the Zeta Xi chapter of Delta Sigma Theta sorority in her freshman year. She was also a member of African Student Association that year. She takes part in planning events for all of Black History Month.
00:26:41
Question: Involvement in activism and the Black Lives Matter movement? Answer: JG helped host an event called “Black Lives Matter Forum” in September of 2014, not far off from the murder of Michael Brown. The event featured a timeline of events in the Brown case and also tried to assist students in helping them figure out how they can be effective in the movement. Michael Johnson of the Boys and Girls Club of Dane County also spoke about his experience going to Ferguson. Over 100 people attended, including Lori Berquam.
00:34:30
[No question] JG usually is involve in social justice from an administrative standpoint. She also tries to bring it in to events for her sorority. She has also worked with Deshawn McKinney and Students for Education and Climate Equality (SECE), previously known as About Race UW. She has tried to recognize where she best fits in and do good work without tiring herself.
00:37:50
Question: Extent of discrimination you’ve experienced? Answer: JG hasn’t experienced any violent discrimination, but has experienced a lot of micro-aggressions. She mentions a specific experience in a journalism class and also talks about the general classroom experience. 
00:44:15
Question: What improvements do you hope to see on campus? Answer: JG would like to see acknowledgement of discrimination issues from the university across all spaces on campus. Otherwise, if faculty are not concerned and bringing this into the classroom, issues will continue.
00:46:39
Question: Anything else to add? Answer: JG does not believe that just supporting diversity is enough. She believes there needs to be acknowledgement that there isn’t just one solution to solving the different problems that students of color face. She also believes that making students take one Ethnic Studies course is enough to make them culturally competent. JG would like to see the university itself support more of the spaces and events for students of color instead of leaving the work and cost to the students themselves.
00:51:26
End of Interview Session
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