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Abstract

A STUDY ON CONFUCIUS' EDUCATIONAL IDEOLOGY AND ITSAPPLICATION IN
COLLEGE ESL TEACHING AND LEARNING IN CHINA

Li Peng (Birdy)

Under the Supervision daniel Leitch, Ph.D.

Confucius is the greatest and most influentialkbirand educator in Chinese history.
For over 2000 years, Confucius has been regardéiea€hinese Sage”. Many of his
teachings and sayings have a formative influencenufhe culture of China and
modern education, such as “providing students waitheducation that matched their
aptitudes”, “reflective thinking”. His argument hagned out to be of great help to
the teaching and learning. In the study, the aufist introduced Confucius; then
explored Confucius’ educational ideology, includimgals of education, content of
education, principles of education and methodgatation; in the following chapters,
the author presented the current situation of gell&SL education and studied
application of Confucius’ educational ideology iollege ESL teaching and learning
in China. It is hoped that the paper will be helgar the college English teachers in

their teaching and students in their learning.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION
China and East Asia, constitute almost one-foufrthe world population, play a

more and more important role in the world. In ortbeunderstand the culture of the
people of East Asia, Confucian study is a must.f@@anism is an Oriental heritage
and a cultural gene, which deeply influences theb®r of those people who are
born and raised under Confucian culture. This Caafuculture is the unigque nucleus
of the behavior in East Asia, just as Christiamstgssential for people’s behavior in
the West. As a matter of fact, the question of Waethe Confucian ethic has
contributed to the rise of East Asia has attractatsiderable public attention and
generated a great deal of scholarly inquiry sir@@0% (Jun ,1999).0One scholar
MacFarquhar (1980) says that the West has domirnlagedorld for 200 years since
the beginning of the industrial revolution, but nttws dominance is “threatened” by
Confucianism. Indeed, the challenge in terms afkimg historically is related to
almost every aspects of life including the econgipdatitical, and military.
Confucianism will come into life again with timetegalues, become young, and
serve a new age. It is time to take a new lookaatf@ianism, and to study it.

Confucius (551-479B.C.) is the greatest and nmdkiential thinker and educator
in Chinese history. For over 2000 years, Confubass been regarded as “the Chinese
Sage”. Many of his teachings and sayings haveradtive influence upon the culture
of China and modern education, such as “providindents with an education that

matched their aptitudes”, and “reflective thinkinglis arguments have turned out to



be of great help to the teaching and learning

Then focus of literature for the paper will includéroduction of Confucius;
Confucius’ educational ideology, that is, goal®ditication, content of education, and
principles of education; the application of Configtieducational ideology in college
ESL teaching and learning in China.

It is hoped that the thesis will be helpful for ttalege English teachers in their
teaching practice and provide some perspectivab@mnovation of college English
teaching such as graded English teaching and flogtautonomous learning

Statement of the Problem

The purpose of the report and discussion will bexjglore the application of
Confucius’ educational ideology in college ESL teag and learning in China. The
problems to be addressed in this paper are as&ilM/hat is the main Confucius’
educational ideology? How can his educational iogpbe applied in the ESL
teaching and learning? If possible, how is it aggbin College ESL teaching and
learning in China?

Definition of Terms

Ideology. A set of ideas and attitudes that stipimjluence the way people
behave (Merriam-Webster, 2005).
Autonomous Learning. The ability to take charg®wé’s own learning and to take
the responsibility for all the decisions concernalbthe aspects of learning (Holec,
1981).

ESL. Abbreviation for the term English as a secbadguage



Delimitations of the Research
The research will be conducted and through the Karrmann Library at the
University of Wisconsin-Platteville online. Primasgarches will be conducted via the
Internet through EBSCO host with ERIC, Academicr8led&lite and Google/Google
Scholar as the primary sources. Some searchesbailfonducted via the Internet
through CNKI e-library at the Wuhan Polytechnic umsity. Key search topics

L1}

included “Confucius”, “educational ideology”, anBSL".
Method of Approach

A brief review of literature on Confucius was contid, and then a second review of
literature on the studies of Confucius’ educatiddablogy and its application in
college ESL teaching and learning in China was ootedl. The findings are

summarized and recommendations made.



Chapter 2
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
Confucius

Confucius, literally “Master Kong,” (traditionallgeptember 28, 551 BC — 479
BC) was a Chinese thinker, educator, social phpbeg and founder of tHeu School
of Chinese thought, whose teachings and philosqpkgerved in theunyuor
Analects form the foundation of much of subsequent Chirsggeulation on the
education and comportment of the ideal man, haeplgenfluenced Chinese, Korean,
Japanese and Viethamese thought and life. Peopddiyiike to compare Confucius’
influence in Chinese history with that of Socratethe West.

Kong Qiu, as Confucius is commonly known, is a coration of his surname
and his given name, and he was also known as ZINgrvghich is his courtesy name.
He was born in 551 BC in the Lu state (This stads i the south of modern-day
Shandong Province) in the later days of the Spumd)Autumn Period. He was a
descendant of a noble family associated with tiyalreouse of the Shang Dynasty
(1600 - 1046 BC). Confucius’ father, Shu Lianghasva famous warrior who had
military exploits in two battles and owned a fiefadloConfucius lost his father when
he was three years old, and then his mother Yang#a took him and left the
fiefdom because as a concubine, she wanted to avisideatment from Shu
Lianghe’s formal wife. Thus, Confucius lived in gty with his mother since
childhood. With the support and encouragement®fiother, Confucius was very

diligent in his studies. When Confucius was sevemtgears old, his mother died as a



result of illness and overwork. Three years lai@mfucius married a young woman
who was from the Qiguan family of the Song stateotigh he had a mild tempered
wife who loved him, he left his family to striverfbis ideals.

After reaching adulthood, he became an educatopalitician, devoting
himself to his country. He held various importansgpions. When he was 52, he
served as acting Prime Minister at the positioMuofister of Justice. However, he
was forced to resign because he held differentipaliviews from another powerful
politician. Thereafter Confucius left his home stahd traveled as a pilgrim scholar,
but never again had the opportunity to carry ostdalitical reforms. In his old age he
returned to the State of Lu, where he engaged déeplducation. He took nearly
3,000 disciples, 72 among whom became quite acéshgal and famous. Confucius
sought to revive the perfect virtue of Huaxia (@&se civilization) and the classical
properties of the Zhou Dynasty(1046-256 BC) todbailgreat, harmonious and
humanistic society.

Confucius’ philosophy emphasized personal and gowental morality,
correctness of social relationships, justice andesity. His thoughts have been
developed into a system of philosophy known as Gmahism. It was introduced to
Europe by the Italian Jesuit Matteo Ricci, who wesfirst to Latinise the name as
“Confucius.”

His teachings may be found in tAealectsor Lunyu, a collection of “brief
aphoristic fragments”, which was compiled many gester his death.

Confucius’ Educational Ideology



TheAnalectsor Lunyuis a record of Confucius’ words and deeds and was
written by his disciples and second-generationipliss (Wen, 2011). Confucius’s
ideas about education are preserved carefully Allihis conversations with his
students which are in this book reflect his thimgkivost research today on Confucius
is based on it.

Goals of education

As to the goal of education in Confucius eyes gedéht researchers have slightly
different opinions.

Some researchers put much attention on the indiVidievelopment through
education. In other words, they think Confuciusabof education is to cultivate
individuals. Hall and Ames (1987) pointed out tleattal Confucian concepts in the
education was to develop a system of ability ofriking” for the individuals,
including: “learning”, “reflecting”, “realizing”,’living up to one’s word” and
“signification”. Elliot and Tsai (2008) seemed tgrae with them and said education
for Confucius is about the cultivation of the miad, with the Greek philosophers.

Some researchers hold different opinions abotihiey think the goal of
education in the eyes of Confucius should inclwde levels: first to develop
individual and then to serve the society. After @bnfucius’ ideal is to build a
harmonious society, and education is the best wagach this goal. Yang (1993) said
Confucius expected that education could play d xala in two aspects, that is, the

development of both society and individuals. Edwcahad an improving effect on

individuals, order and security throughout the dourEducation offers not only



amends of ensuring the supremacy of virtue; italaa alter human nature and
improve it in qualitative terms$So, another of education’s tasks is to determinatwh
type of person he is to form. Confucius advisedoagment according to merit and
“promotion of the ablest’Analects Zi Lu). He considered that the goal of education
was to produce capable individuals --whom he addledshi (gentlemen) ojunzi
(menof quality)--who ‘combined competence with virtaeid whose subsequent
careers in administration and government wouldghaibout the ideal of a kingdom
managed with integrity.
Content of education

In order to implement these goals, Confucius detezththat the twin pillars of
education should be moral instruction, and the minpgof knowledge (Yang, 1993).

“Confucian education is moral education but onedesoid of scientific spirit. It
leads the individual toward self-realization, whisho say, to becoming fully human
through embodiment of the qualities” (Yee, 2002hr# instruction has priority in
Confucius’ education. Why? Because at the timeamifGcius, what was needed for
rulers were individuals of outstanding virtue, whiould assist the rulers in governing
the kingdom with integrity, hence it became theidbas Confucian teaching. The
education of virtue is the main content of morakiaction, and virtue could be found
in all types of relations between human beingsqulities: filial piety , respect for
the elderly , loyalty , respectfulness , magnarymiidelity , diligence , altruism ,
affability , kindness , frugality , tolerance , indence , wisdom and courage.

Confucius emphasized that each individual shoultvetie virtue. Only in this way



would there be order in family affairs, would theuatry be well governed, would the
people live in security, peace and harmony.

However, Confucius was equally concerned with tellectual development of
his disciples, that is to say, with the inculcatadrculture, abilities and skills.
According to Ji (2008), Confucius always taughtdtisgdents the “six arts” , the most
crucial knowledge and skills in ancient China. hei arts were: ceremonies, music,
shooting, driving, writing, and mathematics. Cormiigcalso wrote six classic books
for the disciples. They aréhe Book of odes ; the Book of history; the Boaiites ;
the Book of music ; the Book of changes ; and ghis& and autumn annals.

Yang( 1993) thought “study of the six classics,med with mastery of the six arts,
would inculcate sound moral sense and a solid @llgrounding that were necessary
for the competent exercise of public office.”

Principles of education

Hofstede and Bond (1988) summarized Confucian tegateas into four key
principles: (1) the stability of society is basedunequal relationships between
people; (2) the family is the prototype of all sd@rganizations; (3) virtuous
behavior towards others lies in reciprocity; angvi#tuous behavior includes
self-improvement through education, diligence, peesance, and moderation in all
things. But as to the education, in the coursemffdcius’ lengthy career as a teacher,
he steadily put together a system of principlesig¥dl 993)summarized them as
follows: to provide students with an education timatched their aptitudes; to

encourage independent thought; to practice selfraband self-analysis; to devote



oneself conscientiously to study and to take deliglit; to combine theory with
practice and applied study with abstract meditasiod so on.
Methods of education

In order to carry out his ideas, Confucius camevith many useful methods for
teaching and learning. Among them, “teaching sttelaocording to their aptitude”,
“heuristic teaching”, and “autonomous learning tigb reflective thinking” are of
great significance. “Persisting in learning” andiflding up an equal and democratic
relationship” are also strongly advocated by him.

As can be seen from above, Confucius’ educatialess and thoughts are rather
complicated and extensive, which have become amagystem. It not only tells us
what should be taught, but also how to teach aahl@lthough the goal and content
of his education is relatively old fashioned, thethod of education still has a great
significance for reference, especially for the E&ching and learning today. Thus

the paper will concentrate on its application ilegge ESL teaching and learning.



CHAPTER 3
COLLEGE ESL TEACHING AND LEARNING IN CHINA

ESL teaching and learning

English as a second language (ESL) refers to #uhieg of English as a foreign
to people who are living in a country in which Esflis either the first or second
language. Extensive research has been carried cutdstigate the factors which
make a successful ESL learner and teacher. Light®®8pada (2006) note that
younger learners have a greater chance of attairatige-like proficiency in the
second language, which shows the importance oiratlpe ESL learning. They also
point out that motivation and attitudes have sigaifit connections with the level of
second language achievement. Saville-Troike (2@8f)es that differential second
language learning outcomes may also be affecteddiyidual’s learning strategies:
the behaviors and techniques they adopt in th@artsfto learn a second language.
Gardner& Miller (1999) note teachers should sinéit roles from the traditional one
into the counselor, evaluator materials developeserver, researcher, administrator,

organizer, monitor and facilitator.
Present situation of ESL teaching and learning atallege

In China, college English teaching has been guadetishaped by the syllabuses
which were decreed by Ministry of Education (MO&9,a brief introduction to them
is a necessity. The syllabus for College Englisication has been drafted and
revised three times since the opening up of China.

Under the guideline of MOE, the Editing and Evalo@miCommittee of the Public
College English Textbooks of Sciences and Engingeind the Editing and

Evaluation Committee of the Public College Engligixtbooks for Arts finished the
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draft of College English Teaching Syllabus for Urggtaduates of Science and
Engineering in 1985 and College English TeachingaBys for Undergraduates of
Arts in 1986.Syllabuses1985/1986 covered in d&allege English teaching targets,
objectives, requirements, arrangements and te®egjdes these, four appendices
were listed: “vocabulary”, “Grammatical SummaryFunctional and Notional
Category” and “Language Skills”.

The Syllabuses1985/1986 was in effect for aidugears. Many ideas in the
syllabuses had far-reaching influences on Colleggligh education in China.
However, with the development of ESL teaching antlege English teaching, the
shortcomings of Syllabus1985/1986 began to arisey&re criticized fundamentally
for being test-oriented. No matter how promising tither aspects of the syllabus are
in improving the students’ language proficiencgymust subject to a uniform
evaluative system, That is, teachers’ teachingsamdents’ learning are assessed
exclusively by the CET-4 (College English Test Bandnd CET-6(College English
Test Band-6). These Syllabuses emphasized thengeaKiills, which stated that the
objectives of College English were to cultivate stiedents’ basic strong ability to
read. To achieve this goal, the teaching contefiftgozabulary” and “Grammatical
Summary” were listed, and grammar translation aggh@revails.

The 1990s witnessed a rapid development aadgshof China economy,
politics and culture. The deficiencies of Syllala&#85/1986 became obvious, which
was recognized by the MOE in 1999, as it points otithe employers are commonly

not satisfied with the English comprehension compes of tertiary students who
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have graduated in recent years, particularly stisderal English and writing ability.
Tertiary students are eager to further improvertbi! English and writing ability, so
it appears more and more important to raise tgréardents’ comprehension
competence skills in listening, speaking, readmgting and translating”.

So in 1999, a revised syllabus was released byeShiHigher Institution Foreign
Language Teaching and Learning Guidance Committgwered by MOE. The
objectives of the revised syllabus or Syllabus 1@®ge to “cultivate in students a
relatively high ability in reading, and a moderat#lity in listening, speaking, writing,
and translation, so that they will be able to emtaglish as a means for exchanging
information.”

By comparison of Syllabuses1985/1986, Syllabus ¥8phasized the
exchanging information with English. In this waypr@municative Teaching
Approach was popular. However, Syllabus 1999 Iktesit-focused in nature.
According to it, if students’ language level failedmeet the basic requirement, it is
the college and university’s duty to take possibkasures to improve their language
level to meet the basic requirement. If the stuslpassed CET4, they may move to
take advanced course in order to surpass CET6syitadus 1999 is tentative in
nature, which renders it hard to formulate an éffecalternative assessment system
to substitute the traditional CET. Times wait fanew syllabus.

In the following five years, radical changes paped in many aspects in China,
which called for education to make adjustment2064,a College English

Curriculum Requirement (trial) wgsublished by MOE, which is a syllabus of
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comprehensive reforms and which should be the toitesof China College ESL

teaching. Requirements 2004s following remarkable features

1. Different levels of requirements. The requiremdataundergraduate College
English teaching are set at three levels, i.eiclraguirements, intermediate
requirements, and higher requirements. Non-Engfiajors are required to attain
to one of the three levels of requirements aftedyghg and practicing English at
school. The basic requirements are the minimunl kxa all non-English majors
have to reach before graduation. Intermediate dudreced requirements are
recommended for those colleges and universitiesiwih@ve more favorable
conditions; they should select their levels acaaydo the school’s status, types
and education goals.

2. Developing students’ overall competence in Englisiihe main purpose of
College English is to develop five basic skills, ilistening, speaking, reading,
writing and translating. The objective of Collegedtsh is to develop students’
ability to use English in a well-rounded way, esalgin listening and speaking,
so that in their future studies and careers asagediocial interactions they will be
able to communicate effectively.

3. Introducing a new evaluation system. Requiremed@!2roposed an evaluation
consisting of formative assessment and summatsesament. Formative
assessment included students’ self-assessmentagsEEssment, teacher’s
assessment and school administrators’ assessnuenm&ive assessment referred

to final tests and proficiency tests.
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4. Individualized English teaching. As China is a eggpuntry with conditions that
vary from region to region and from college to egk, the teaching of College
English should follow the principle of providingfigirent guidance for different
groups of students and instructing them in accardavith their aptitude so as to
meet the specific needs of individualized teaching.

5. Autonomous learning. Requirements 2004 pointstoaiirhportance of enhancing
students’ ability to study independently and im@dheir general cultural
awareness so as to meet the needs of China’s sesi@lopment and international
exchanges.

From above, we may get a relatively clear imagiefchanges of China college
English syllabuses. Yes, we are happy to see tleegnaving towards the right
direction of ESL teaching and learning in Chinat, Rame was not built in a day,
under the direction of the syllabuses, especiakyformal two syllabuses, the ESL
teaching and learning become more and more rigidest-oriented before the
Requirements 2004 came out. Till now, the invisibfuence can be felt in the
current practice of College ESL teaching and lewayni
The actuality of College ESL teaching and learning.

In the daily teaching, you may often hear such damgs from the teachers:
“I've tried hard to teach them, but they just cdedrn it.” “Why? Why my devotion
can not deserve the students’ understanding arecaion?” While students
frequently complain: “I find my English class vetyll and boring, all the teachers do

are about tests, and they don’t teach me somettang let alone the critical thinking
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and creative work” “Learning English is really aish job, though I've learned
English for almost ten years, | just can't speakt wvill; | can not express myself
freely and fluently. | have lost the interestsaarning English”, “I have learned so
many words, but | forget them easily and can't ggtpe them when listening, nor
find them in my memory when speaking or writinj.1Tearned English grammar by
heart and | am very familiar with those grammatredgs, but | can not write
composition idiomatically.” “Why am | always spaalg or writing Chinglish?”
These complaints are very common.

Let’s study it carefully what really happened ie fGollege ESL class in China. At
present, most college students learn English argelclass with at least sixty students
in it. Teachers are busy with preparing less@iving lectures going over students’
homework and setting test papers. So it is motesardifficult for teachers to pay
attention to each learner’s individual affectiveeds which are considered as
important factors in language learning.

In those classrooms, the teaching mode and metredsill very traditional
although reforms voice is very loud. Teachers, #ikmachine, give the class
continuously without noticing the response of thelents. They neglect the important
roles played by such learners’ emotion as anxiety, self-esteemself-confident etc.
The core of language teaching is viewed as thenéssion of a collection of static
discrete knowledge and facts needing repeatingrardorizing without personal
meaning. Much similar to the fate of the Peking Qumefore it is cooked into

delicious roasted Peking Duck, the farmer will stmfich food into it in order to
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increase the weight and meat of the duck. In thss;lthe teacher tries every means to
pour such knowledge into students, hoping theyleam it by heart, while students
also try hard to squeeze every piece of it into mmwhich, however, never keep
much for long and they can not digest it.

The undesirable results caused by both teachereantkers are made worse by
external environment and pressures. The compulSBiy is representative. For
students, they treat the CET as a task and asalotigey pass the exam, they may
have a slight advantage in hunting a job in thariuitTherefore, they just memorize
vocabulary and some sentence patterns which magdain the exam. They don't
take the exams as a good opportunity to improvie Breglish level. For teachers, it
becomes the “right excuse” for sticking to the ifiadal attitudes and methods. So
teachers try hard to pour all those new vocabudadygrammar required for CET4 in
limited class hours in case anything is omittedstleaving no time for students to
actively think and participate in class activiti#ge comprehensive class has
genuinely become intensive reading class charaetkby explaining and translating
knowledge, a continuous round of rote learningafeontinuous round of
examinations. In such an environment, studentslglmse the interest in English
learning, because they cannot get some guidancetéracher when they are eager for
it. Student becomes completely passive knowledggver rather than an
independent thinker, an active learner.

Obviously, there have been some problems with gellEeSL education in our

country, i.e. 1) our teaching is not given accogdim the students’ individual needs
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and conditions 2) students’ learning is passivieetathan active, and they don’t learn
by themselves. With time passing by, they have nkegen solved but become more
serious.

Neither teachers nor students are satisfied walhptesent ESL education. But
who and what should we blame for this? Many teachemder about it, sometimes
feel lost and helpless. We need an Aladdin’s lahtqanks to our master, Confucius,

he is that lamp. He has pointed out the right veagd.

CHAPTER 4

Application of Confucius’ Educational Ideology in College ESL
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Teaching and Learning in China

From the discussion above, we know that the achmewé-test oriented language
learning overlooks learners’ potentiality in thareing process. In fact, the students
who fail to get high scores are not the poor sttgleacessarily. They may be quite
able to speak English fluently in their learninggess. They may make progress in
one specific aspect of language learning. If teexcbeerstress the results, the learners
will be in a poor position to understand their laage learning and evaluate their
strengths, weaknesses, and learning styles. Thefaidear understanding of
themselves in the learning process makes it impleskir learners to set appropriate
goals and use effective strategies to work towHrdgjoals. So the excessive
emphasis on test scores instead of learning prosesally great obstacle of ESL
education.
Faced with the problems, what steps can we také® g back to Confucius to see

what he taught us to do to tackle the difficulties.
Application in teaching

As mentioned in Chapter 2, Confucius stressed ‘idiog students with an
education that matched their aptitudes”, and “lstarteaching” and encouraged
“independent thought, reflective thinking”, and adated “building up equal
relationship between teacher and student” whiclulshand have become the

theoretical basis of current college ESL educatéfarms.

Graded teaching.

From the perspective of Confuciugo provide students with an education that

18



matched their aptitudes is the best way of teachife@aching students according to
their aptitude” was one of Confucius’ educatiormdas, as described in tAealects:

Zi Lu said: “should actions be based on what igdf#aConfucius said, “with

father and elder brothers still living, how cani@es be based on what is

heard?” Ran You said, “Should actions be based luat v heard?” Confucius
said, “Act on what is heard.” Gong Xihua said, “Wheu asked if actions
should be based on what is heard, my Master saitdhis father and elder
brothers are still living. When You asked if acgoshould be based on what is
heard, my Master said that he should act on whae#&d. | was perplexed
and ventures to enquire.” ” Confucius said, “You&erred. Therefore | impel
him. Lu is boundless. Therefore | deter hinAhélects XI1.21)
From the quotation, we know that Confucius knovesrtdisciples pretty well
and they have different personalities and charscser he responded to the question
differently, encouraging one to act and stoppiregdther.

More and more college ESL teachers realize thatéza differ in their
approaches to language learning, including theituaj®e and motivation for language
learning, their perception of language and learpiragesses, their background
experience and their learning styles. These difiegs in turns affect choices made by
both teachers and learners as to which materedshtng and learning approaches
and forms of interaction which are most effectioelanguage learning

Thus, China ESL teachesgontaneously turn to Confucius for help to adogthod of

gradedteaching, teaching students according to theituag®, which has become
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popular among the colleges English teaching in &hin

In fact, Confucius’s idea of educating accordinghte aptitude is well- preserved
and inherited by Chinese people and educators.gZ(2006) pointed out large-scaled
and standardized classification of specialtiesiginér education lays a more scientific
and systematic foundation for “teaching student®ating to their aptitude”. The
teaching approach of “teaching students accordirigdir aptitude” can be achieved
in a more sophisticated and scientific way whichi@niously combines students’
subjective interests with their personalities, pssional knowledge with cultivation
of students’ creativity, “teaching content” andudénts’ aptitude” with the need of
society. Wang (201@roposed a dynamic hierarchical teaching methoddan
different individual attributes. This method made of diversity of students in
three attributes: intelligence, knowledge, attitughich turned out that different
levels of students have different learning abgihd testified the necessity of teaching
students according to their aptitude. Chen (208§)exd the principle of teaching
students in accordance with their aptitude is reargsfor College English level-
based teaching. Level-based teaching is a formeofraditional classroom
teaching .It is the key to improve the teachinglitgiaf College English and is the
important procedure to carry out quality-orientedi@tion. Yang(2011) reviewed
gradation teaching reform of college English teaghin Beifang University of
Nationalities from 2005 to 2011 and analyzed sorigtiag problems in order to
further promote gradation teaching reform of callégglish and to continuously

improve the teaching quality.
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Not only did Chinese educators do some researcéhama put this idea into
practice, but foreign researchers did much reseamah And uniformly they explored
the importance of teaching according to the indialddifference. Scott (2010)
pointed out that individualism is the dominant \eafystem in western cultures and it
affects the conduct of every aspect of human emateancluding education. One of
the most enduring effects on education has beesedweh for individual differences
that can explain and predict variation in studehievementChwen Jen (2005)
carried out a study which aims to investigate fifiecés of a virtual reality (VR)-based
learning environment on learners with differentihgag styles. The findings of the
aptitude-by-treatment interaction study have shtvam learners benefit most from
the VR (guided exploration) mode, irrespectivetdit learning styles.

Great minds think alike. Krashen (1985) pointedtbat the only way to acquire
language is to get comprehensible input that ikeatevel of “i+1”, which has much
in common with Confucius ideas. Krashen said it waly in this way that is a little
beyond the learner’s current level that he cardgsirable result In fact, this “i+1” is
kind of reflection of Confucius’ idea of educatiagcording to the aptitude. Let's say
more about this theory. If the input is too difficwvhich is far beyond their level
i.e.i+2,they will be less self-confident and feel anxiowkich makes a heavier layer
of filter of the affective factors so the input cannot enter the language Acquisition
Device to be internalized and eventually causesdih@e of acquisition And if the
input is too simple or below their levek. i+0, the student cannot get new knowledge

and skill, they can also feel anxious and tired of Wwhich makes the teaching
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inefficient. In China, college students have different aptitade different levels of
English learning, so they have the demand for iffeteaching objectives, materials
and methods. Naturally, “i+1” theory, or to be mprecise, teaching according to the
aptitude now has become the essence and theoitgdsial of college English graded
learning and teaching in China.

Heuristic teaching.

In the teaching practice, Confucius gradually msalithat the center of the study
must be student himself, and teacher’s main tagkgsve directions and supervision.
He insisted the heuristic study. So in the Analdutssaid:

“I do not open up the truth to one who is not edgeaget knowledge, nor help out
any one who is not anxious to explain himself. Wheave presented one corner
of a subject to any one, and he cannot from inl¢lae other three, | do not repeat
my lesson.” Analects VII.8)

Obviously, Confucius required that a student shob&l good at drawing
inferences about other cases from one instancevdddd not enlighten and inspire
the students until they thought about the questfatig and independently and they
were eager for the guidance from the teacher.d €@onfucius words enlightened us
on the college ESL education. That is, (1) teachest arouse students’ interest and
enhance students’ motivation in ESL learning (acteer shouldhift the role from the
traditional” pouring” to “enlightening” in ESL tehng.

As we all know, a desire to learn is the propositid a good learning circle. It is

an important motivator for a student. So is interésus, how to arouse students’
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interest and how to keep it all the time in languégarning is very important.
Students’ interest may be aroused by providingtpgldmew information. Teachers
may offer the information vividly through moderrciaology, such as with pictures,
movements, voices and images, and make good ubke sfudents’ audio and visual
senses to attract their attention. Moreover, fodsihts who like using computers, the
immediate feedback from the computer can stimwatdents to learn more. In
addition to arouse students’ interest teachers may alsg oatrcolorful activities and
design different tasks to ask students to do. Tétuslents will form strong learning
desire and motivation gradually.

The roles of teachers now should be dramaticaffgrdint from their traditional
teaching roles. Teachers should not dominate #es@ny more to pour the
knowledge into the students while learners argoassive receivers any longer.
However, it does not necessarily mean teachernessamportant. On the contrary,
the teachers’ job is more demanding and challenigitnglping learners grow up as
creative and independent learners for life (Qi, 84,&2002). Teachers not only
perform the roles administrators and organizersalao those of counselors,
assessors, evaluators, material developers andgex@ndeachers need to learn new
skills to take on their new roles. Teacher muslizedahat a language can only be
learned and not be taught. Learning will not happien the teacher insists on
teaching rather than letting the learners learnifemselves. Therefore, it is necessary
for teachers to make learners more aware of tlemitral role in the decision making

process. Students have to learn to take an inagasnount of responsibility for their
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learning. They have to learn about the importariceftection on their learning and
how it can help them to redefine their goals to enddem constantly relevant to their
needs and wants. Learners bring their own belggfals, attitudes and decisions to
learning and these influence how they approach baining.

The teacher must take part in the students’ grougysactively, contributing
ideas and opinions, or relating personal experientiee teacher should also help
students and provide some useful information, nedpg to students’ requests for
any questions concerning study. At other timedeheher is a monitor, checking what
students have produced. In this student-centeess ¢the teacher has to shift his or
her role from a dominant teacher to an organizex director, because the goal of
language teaching is to enable students to usaiiet language to communicate
efficiently in real life.

Application in learning

Autonomous learning

Autonomous learning has been proved an effectivetwamprove the ESL
learning, and many colleges and universities im@lave begun to implement it. It
is not difficult to find learning by oneself, salfrected learning or autonomous
learning has a very solid base which is from Coiufgic

Autonomous learning is a means through which tted gbautonomy can be
achieved .When it comes to the definition of “autmry”, it will go to some western
scholars and experts instead of Confucius. The wialy quoted and highly

honored is Holec’s versionHolec (1981) defines autonomy as the ability teetak
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charge of one’s own learning which is to have anlddld the responsibility for all the
decisions concerning all aspects of learningdetermining the objectives; defining
the contents and progressions; selecting methatiseahniques to be used;
monitoring the procedure of acquisition properlgaking; and evaluating what has
been acquired. So for Holec learner autonomy istyglnot an action

Little (1991) describes Learner Autonomy as the fewzz-word” in the
field of applied linguistics, and he defines itaasapacity for detachment, critical
reflection decision-makingand independent actioifo him there is a certain amount
of awareness (critical reflection) involved. Nurn@895) thought the ability was
important for learners, and if learners reachediatpvhere they were able to define
their own goals and create their own learning opypaties, they became autonomous.
If we look at the discussed definitions, we findttthey focus on autonomy either as
all ability or as a certain act of learning. Thegéinitions seem to be incomplete. To
have an ability to do something doesn’t mean itlvdae useful so Benson(1997)
notes that the term Learner Autonomy can haveaat keve different connotations:
(1)for situations in which learners study entiretytheir own;(2) for a set of skills
which can be learned and applied in self-directedriing (3) for all inborn capacity
which is "unpressed” by institutional educationf@)the exercise of learners’
responsibility for their own learning (5) for thigit of learners to determine the
direction of their own learning

From above, we know autonomous learning needsdesatao be more

responsible for their own learning while autonomylales learners to ingrain
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life-long learning skills. Autonomy is not a onaer-all product. It needs constant
development through autonomous learning.

How to find effective and efficient ways for sucsks autonomous learning is
the urgent requirement in ESL learning in Chinafalet, Confucius had already given
us the answer, that is, learn by oneself throudbependent reflective thinking.

Method of thinking while learning.

Confucius emphasized the importance of self-leggrimdependent thinking and
persistence in learning, and he was stronglatdonomous learnin@s described in
the Analects:

Confucius said, “To learn without thinking is labior vain. To think without

learning is desolation.’Analects 11.15)

From the quotation, we know Confucius stressedtimebination of learning and
thinking. Kim (2003) also argued that Confuciugwiof learning in the Analects
entails critical thinking. It is pointed out Confus advocated and emphasized the
importance of reflective thinking. For Confuciugleetive thinking of two sorts is
essential to learning: (1) reflection on the matsrof knowledge, in order to
synthesize and systemize the raw materials intb@eyand to integrate them into
oneself as wisdom; (2) reflection on oneself, adrder to ensure that such synthesis,
systemization, and integration proceed in an opérded, fair and autonomous way,
and (b) in order to integrate knowledge with thi§ seat is, to internalize it until it
becomes oneself.

In fact, reflective thinking plays an extremely iarfant role in autonomous
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learning, and it is also the goal and ideal stad ¢ollege ESL autonomous learning
wants to reach nowadays in China. Reflective timgknfluences all of the
participants in education. Reflection helps alksetelders review question, discuss,
and understand how learning, instruction, currioyland assessment are interwoven
and reciprocal. Reflection is a powerful processpimmoting independent and
self-directed learning-at all ages. Learners caarty gain insights into their own
learning when given opportunities and encouragen@mthe contrary, they can
become detached and disengaged from their learfniingy are not provided frequent
opportunities to reflect on their work and discosats of their learning.

The current situation is that, most learners, avith more years of English
learning experiences, such as college studenthimaChave limited opportunities to
reflect on their own learning and remain naive amfased about their own language
abilities, strength, weaknessnd accomplishment etc. If more regular opportasiti
for reflection are provided for students to asskemselves in everyday instruction,
learners will have a better understanding and assa# of their language abilities,
thus they can self-manage their language learsigiggoals, make plans and then
work hard to realize them, which is a process afigdoward independent,
self-directed language learning.

So it is important to have regular opportunitiesriflection in everyday English
learning.

Application in the relationship between teacher andtudent

Equal and democratic relationship between teacherral student
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Confucius stressed the importance of the goodioekttip between teacher and
student, and it is valuable for China college E8uaation. Whether in or out of the
class, the relationship between teacher and ststhenidd be equal and democratic.
Teacher and student may learn from each othere8eribed in the Analects:

The Master said, “When | walk along with two othdhey may serve me as my
teachers. | will select their good qualities ankbfe them, their bad qualities and
avoid them.” Analects VI1.22)

From the quotation, we know that Confucius respktite people around him
and was good at finding their strong points. Thisdssome light on the teaching and
learning of ESL in China. Usually, in the classdeer is the absolute authority and it
can not be challenged and criticized, so therehisge gap between teacher and
student. When students have some questions anteputtrey are afraid of asking
teacher about them, even when they are confusad alat the teacher taught and
doubt the correctness, they are reluctant to gbarh out in front of the teacher. After
all, teacher is always right in the eye of students

While, English is a second language to botbhees and students, and teacher
may commit some mistakes. We should learn from Gmuo$, no matter what kind of
person he is, whether he is a teacher or studdrd,has some good qualities, we
should treat him equally and respect him and foltam. Harmonious relationship
between teacher and student is beneficial to tHet€&& hing and learning. Only
when students freely present questions and purziksut being afraid of criticism,

only when teachers can sit together with studenéxplore and discuss the questions
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democratically , may the ESL teaching and learhi@gmproved.

CHAPTERS
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Researchers pay more and more attention to Corsfacid try to study him from
different perspectives. However, during the proadssploring and studying, the
author found that it was very difficult to find semelevant literature on Confucius in
English. There are only a few researches on higgiits in Chinese and its
application in Chinese class. Rarely can the rekeam its application in ESL
education be found. So there is a lack of systenaauil explicit exploration on its
application in College ESL education.

After review of the related literature, in this eapthe study first introduces and
discusses systematically the Confucius educatidealogy, including a brief
introduction of Confucius, goals of education, ewtof education, the principles of
education, and the methods of education; therep dpalysis is given on the
current difficult situation of college ESL educatim China , which points out that
the basic reason for it lies in the test-orientdthbuses and traditional and inefficient
teaching and learning method. The embarrassingligtand the urgent call for
reforms and perfecting the current ESL educatia@unes to take steps to change.
Now it is the proper time has come to apply Confsceéducational ideology in
college ESL teaching and learning.

Confucius stressed “providing students with an atlan that matched their
aptitudes”, and” heuristic teaching”; encouragewl&pendent thought, reflective
thinking”, and “constant reviewing”, and advocatedilding up equal relationship

between teacher and student”. All of them aréwstiéful in present college ESL
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teaching and learning, which have become the thieardasis of current college ESL
education reforms.

This study enriches the theory and practice olegalESL education since it
proposes new ideas and approaches to promoting&i&tation. That is, applying
Confucius’ educational ideology to promoting codgnglish teaching and learning.
Moreover, it has great practical significance: tieiag students’ according to their
aptitudes” help us to implement graded teachingjépendent thought, reflective
thinking” enlightened students to learn by themsgj\and so on.

Although the author has tried his best to find sarseful literatures related to the
topic but failed eventually, Confucius’ educatioid@ology has not be researched and
explored thoroughly, and it has not fully unfoldesdimmense potential in ESL
education. Therefore, in the author’s opinion he further study more research
should be involved on Confucius educational ideplagd its possible application in
college ESL teaching and learning. Confucius is1sugreat master that he and his

thoughts deserve further and deeper exploration.
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