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Abstract: In her five January/February/December 1990 interviews with Barry Teicher and R. Lampman, Getrude Wilson discussed in depth her life at University Heights and relationships with and knowledge of UW faculty members from the early 1900s to the 1990s.  A primary focus of Wilson’s interviews was dedicated to her experiences with University clubs, in particular the Friday Lunch Club.  Wilson also provided insight into the political climate of the University during her time in Madison.  Wilson detailed her family history and also discussed numerous University scandals and events.  This interview was conducted for inclusion into the UW—Madison Oral History Program.
Background; University Heights in early years; English Department and first novels course; Frederick Jackson Turner; Charles Van Hise; UW golden years, 1890-1920; Benjamin Snow; Louis Kahlenberg; Scott Goodnight; Philip LaFollette; Friday lunch group; Town and gown; Marvin Rosenberry; Edward A. Birge and family; George Sellery; Glenn Frank; William Ellery Leonard; William Lorenz; Max Mason; Clarence Dykstra; Alexander Hohlfeld and German Department during WWI; Women in early years of Medical School; Discrimination; Professors; Deans Lois Mathews, Louise Troxell and Louise Nardin; Joe Hammersley; Skyrockets; William Kiekhofer; Charles Mendenhall; William Middleton; Max and Rhoda Otto; Elizabeth Raushenbush; Dorothy Sharp; Nels Sloan; Dorothy Walton; Buehl family.

First Interview (1990)
First Interview Session (January 10, 1990): Tapes 1-2
Tape 1
00:00:00
Start of Interview, introductions
00:00:20
Gertrude Wilson born in Madison.

00:00:33
Father from Tamworth, New Hampshire.  Mother from Portsmouth, New Hampshire where she lived in the house of John Paul Jones. 

00:01:50
Father went to the Philips Exetor Academy; graduated from Boden College in Maine.  Parents married in 1886.  Father taught one year at the Moses Brown School, a boys private school in Providence, Rhode Island.

00:02:26
Went to Germany in 1887-1889 to study because Germany seat of learning, especially Leipzig and Heidelberg.  While in Germany became friends with Dean Birge, who was also studying there.  Birges returned to Madison.

00:03:20
After father earned degree from Leipzig they came to Madison, probably because of the Birges.  

00:03:42
The Birges lived on Langdon Street in one of only three buildings.  Other two were President Van Hise, who lived on the corner of N. Park and Langdon; and the Student Infirmary (these locations being where the Memorial Student Union is now).  The Knowltons came in 1890 and they lived on Lake Street next to Professor Babcock and Kessenick's.  Lived there from 1890-1895.  

00:05:36
They bought a lot, a house, a windmill and a well in University Heights for total cost of just under $6,000.  

00:06:36
Were seven families living in University Heights at time and all, except Richard T. Ely, had windmills; Ely had a gasoline pump.  

00:07:14
Seven families lived in University Heights in 1895:  Charles E. Buehl, lawyer; Judge E. Ray Stevens; Richard T. Ely, land economist; E. R. Maurer, Professor of Engineering; Professor Hillier, a professor of chemistry (consequently moved because he got in a fight with Professor Lenher); Charles Foster Smith, professor of classics; and Amos Arnold Knowlton (Gertrude's father), professor of English.

00:08:10
GW born in 1898.

00:08:36
They used 20 tons of anthracite coal to heat their house, but were never warm.

00:11:18
Reputation of University was perfectly wonderful.  From 1890-1920 the most marvelous people were at the UW.  

00:12:18
Professors in English Department at time Knowlton came to UW:  Professors Frankenberger, Lathrop, Cunliffe, Beatty, and Dodge. 

00:12:55
GW's father brought in to teach English Literature.  Mother thought it dreadful they were "coming out here where there was nothing but Indians."  

00:13:25
Knowlton wanted to teach a novel course which was frowned upon at that time because it was not considered right to read a novel; it was frivolous.  Previously, essays and poetry were the genres that were taught and accepted.  

00:13:59
GW divorced in 1933, which was not acceptable in those days.

00:14:05
Knowlton convinced English department it would be okay to teach novel.

00:14:15
GW had her wedding breakfast in Jackson Turner's house in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  Turner was at UW before he went to Harvard.  Professor Hocking also left to go to Harvard.  Professors Westermann and Monroe left to go to Columbia, where they studied history.  Carl Young went to teach English at Yale.  Ralph Linton went to teach anthropology at Yale.

00:15:31
Commencement exercises at the UW were held in the Music Hall.  

00:15:36
A May Pool dance held every May on the upper campus.

00:15:45
College of Education is now where College of Engineering used to be.

00:16:12
President Van Hise had two daughters: Hilda and Janet.

00:16:19
GW youngest of five children and only one who survived.

00:16:30
Janet Van Hise lived in Washington Square in New York City.  Many college people from Madison went to New York City.

00:17:15
Van Hise daughters were not pleasant girls.  Slaughters and Monroes were wonderful people.

00:17:30
President Van Hise a wonderful man; the best president Madison has ever had.  Had good relationships with the state and legislature.  He was a scholar, a scientist.  

00:17:50
Mrs. Van Hise a nice person.  Everything simple and elegant at the Van Hise's home, where one was always welcome.

00:18:38
Faculty knew president and president knew faculty; there was a camaraderie as never could exist now because school is too big.

00:19:00
In 1906 GW's father died of cancer.  In 1917-18 Van Hise died.  

00:19:34
President Van Hise's farewell address, on lower campus, to troops going off to war, one of the most moving things she's ever heard.

00:19:45
During nationwide flu epidemic University Club turned into hospital.

00:20:24
Professor King of soils went to China in 1890's, which was unbelievable in those times. 

00:21:20
Hiram Smith Hall is where they used to go and get their butter, milk, cream and eggs.  GW still buys University butter.

00:21:49
Van Hise and Birge's were close friends.  Birge gruff but nice.   Had daughter Nan and son Ted who were friends with GW's brother.  Every year on St. Paul's Day Birge gave sermon at St. Agrus Church.

00:22:50
Lists and discusses early churches in Madison.

00:25:05
One day Van Hise said to Professor Knowlton that many of the faculty members went to congregational church, trying to suggest that Knowlton should go there as well; but Knowlton responded that he did not attend church.

00:25:47
Benny Snow a great man of physics.  Remembered for famous lecture on snow flakes, which was given once a year.  Not only most famous lecture on campus; was known all over state. 

00:26:24
Discusses service to the state.  Attitude of faculty toward UW different when her father came here.  People were proud, they couldn't do enough for the UW.

00:27:33
Heyday of UW was 1890-1920.  Then there were great scholars and great fellowship accounted for this.

00:27:52
Things changed because of WWI.  The serious situation provoked strong feeling against German Department.  Was a petition going around campus to get rid of LaFollette.

00:29:08
Professor Rittinghouse lived on third floor of GW home.  Came here as graduate student from Germany.  Went to Austin, Texas where he committed suicide because of anti-German sentiment there.

00:29:37
Professor Kahlenberg was German from Two Rivers.  

00:29:55
Scott Goodnight was teacher of German.

00:30:12
Professor Leonard, 35 years old, in love with GW's sister, who was 15.   

00:30:41
LaFollette episodes and German department conflicts were going on at time of WWI.

00:30:51
Philip LaFollette, former governor.  His wife, Isabelle, was a member of the Friday Lunch Group, along with GW who had been a member since it began in 1932.  

Tape 1/Side 2
00:31:17
GW away from Madison from 1919-1932.  Was divorced by time she returned.

00:32:02
LaFollette went to Washington.  Had a daughter Folla who married a playwright named Middleton.  LaFollette also had son Bob and daughter Mary.  

00:33:00
Wisconsin had liberal reputation.  

00:33:56
Before war faculty of UW united; after war cohesiveness disappeared and has never returned.

00:35:48
Friday lunch group, started around 1930, members: Rosamond Rice, Elizabeth Raushenbush, Dorothy Walton, Jane Gaus, Anna Ely, Isabelle LaFollette, all of whom are dead now.  Would meet for lunch in Beefeater's Room in Union and then go to one of members house and play bridge (auction bridge), followed by cake at 4:00 p.m.  

00:38:32
Lists current members.

00:39:40
Also Town and Gown Club, included cream of town people and cream of faculty.

00:41:24
Women never called each other by first name.

00:41:45
Judge Rosenberry, a delightful man, married Dean of Women, Mathews, who was hellion, not gentle person.

00:42:59
President Birge, who succeeded Van Hise, was a great scholar in limnology.  Birge was sharp-tongued man but well liked.  

00:44:48
With Birge's wife dead, his daughter Nan cared for him.  Was beautiful, loving daughter.  Lived in private house, not Presidents house.  

00:46:18
Dean Sellery, who GW knew quite well (one time they swam to Picnic Point together), had it in for William Ellery Leonard because of Leonard's extramarital activities.  

00:47:14
GW brother Philip in charge of Old Classics department during summer school at age of 20.  Was appointed by Dean Sellery.  Philip then went to Stanford.

00:47:49
Sellery perceived as all right by the faculty: sharp, caustic, appreciated scholarship and stubborn. 

00:48:37
Mrs. Sellery overshadowed by Dean Sellery.

00:49:03
Birge and Sellery didn't get along that well; Birge was nicer.

00:49:55
Birge replaced by Glenn Frank.  Frank a disaster; no one liked his wife Mary.  One time she called police to shoot birds that woke her in middle of night.  Also every day she would take walk with UW police escort.  Friday lunch group didn't like her.  Mrs. Frank would have nothing to do with faculty wives.  Was handicap to President Frank.  The Franks didn't fit in.

00:52:20
The politics between Franks and UW were opposite.  Mary Frank Republican, which was not climate of UW.  

00:52:47
Phil LaFollette and Glenn Frank were political rivalries.

00:53:05
Glenn Frank got permission to start experimental college.  John Gaus, Paul Raushenbush, Ed Morehouse, Meiklejohn and Ray Agard were forerunner of ILS.  

00:54:40
Frank president during depression.  Was fired in December of 1936.  

00:55:56
GW had to support her daughter by working.  Husband had three other wives.

00:56:29
William Ellery Leonard discussed.  
01:00:10
Wrote Vaunt of Man and Son of Earth.  Was a great teacher, scholar, and poet.  Had good relationships with students.

Tape 2/Side 1
01:01:38
William Ellery Leonard.  His father unitarian minister from Plainfield, New Jersey.  His sister studied in Germany, the place of learning.  He studied under a famous egyptologist named Ranka.  He came here in 1908-10.  Taught Beowulf, Gilgamesh and the Anglo-Saxons.  Was a great teacher.  Was no poetry taught at this time.

01:04:05
Leonard's first wife daughter of professor.  There was insanity in her family and she ultimately committed suicide.  He dedicated epic poem "Two Lives" to her.  

01:05:20
Next married "Todd" Charlotte Charlton.  Later had third wife.  He developed psychosis of phobias, he couldn't leave his home.  First episode: GW, then fifteen years old, and he were on their bicycles and they had to cross the railroad tracks to get home.  He said he couldn't, she said "I have to go home, you come or stay here," so eventually he crossed tracks.  

01:07:04
His residence at 433 N. Murray was where classes had to meet because he couldn't leave house. 

01:07:25
He published Locomotive Man because he thought it would help him with his phobias.

01:07:56
Dr. Lorenz was a psychoanalyst who had a sanitarium on Mineral Point Road (Oakwood Lutheran Center).

01:09:03
Leonard a classicist of literature.  Favorite period was English poetry of 19th century.

01:11:30
Max Mason.  Went to University of Chicago because he didn't get to be President when Frank was appointed.  

01:13:00
Most professors lived on Park and Frances.  Developments began in 1920's on land that used to be open space.  

01:14:24
University Heights located between Regent Street and University Avenue; and Breeze Terrace and Allen Street.  

01:15:04
Transportation.  Her mother and father used street cars pulled by horses.  You could only go as far as Breeze Terrace on University Avenue.  

01:15:39
Van Hise had a horse.  Horses considered luxury.

01:16:09
Horses were parked in barn on Kendall Avenue in University Heights.  Knowltons kept cow there too.

01:17:10
Horses were "in" around 1890, and went out of fashion in the early 1900's, to be replaced by the trolley. 

01:18:11
Dykstra.  City manager of Cincinnati.  Hired to replace Frank as President.  Mrs. Lillian Dykstra belonged to Friday Lunch group.  She was wholesome, nice, the antithesis of Mary Frank. 

01:18:52
People not crazy about Dykstra as president; was not great in scholarship.  Frank was able, but Dykstra did not have great ability.  Lived in president's house. 

01:23:06
End of side.

Tape 2/Side 2
Side is blank.

Second Interview (1990)
Second Interview Session (January 17, 1990): Tapes 1-2
Tape 3/Side 1
00:00:00
Start of Interview, introductions
00:00:40
Anna Mason Ely.  

00:01:44
GW had artisan well with cistern which collected soft water, a grease tap, and a cesspool.  Windmill pumps water to tank on third floor of house.  Approximate cost for windmill system in 1895 detailed.

00:04:12
GW had seventeen kerosene lamps in house.

00:04:35
Well approximately 20 feet deep.

00:06:05
Lamps on street.  Man from downtown would replace carbon every once in a while.

00:06:49
Wooden sidewalks.  Dirt and mud streets.  Discusses man who lived in log cabin.

00:08:57
Frederick Jackson Turner.  He was scholar, wife a social person.  Left UW for Harvard around 1910, possibly to please his wife.

00:11:28
Frank's were the first to live in the President's house.  Mrs. Frank was objectionable.

00:13:24
President Charles Kendall Adams.

00:14:31
Walter Agard.  From Amherst.  Was in classics and involved in experimental college.

00:15:04
Arthur Altmeyer.  Founder of social security.  Connection with the UW Economics Department. 

00:15:37
Ed Witte.  Involved in economics.  

00:15:45
Babcock.  Lived behind her mother and father who lived on lake where Brown's Book Store now located.  

00:16:10
Babcocks discussed.

00:16:41
Dean Birge.  Son Ted, daughter Nan (Anna).  

00:17:12
People went to Germany to get a Ph.D. because it wasn't granted in U.S.  Leipzig and Heidelberg were two great educational centers.  

00:18:01
German department professors:  Hohlfeld, Bruns.

00:19:01
Hohlfeld: courtly, European, tall, scholarly gentleman.  Dean/chairman of German department. 

00:19:36
WWI was disastrous on the German department.  She says it was "End of the Innocence of the UW."  Created bitterness and hard feelings.

00:21:43
Disagreement between Professor McGilvary's family and Buehl family.  McGilvary accused [a young Buehl boy] of being a slacker because he wouldn't sign up for WWI.

00:24:28
Flu epidemic.  Dr. Middleton became dean of Medical school.  Signed up for AEF, American Expeditionary Forces, and went to France. 

00:26:02
Beatty.  English professor, his specialty was the ballad.  Was in University Heights Poetry Club.  Poetry Club was founded by Charles Forester Smith and GW father.  Met every Saturday evening at one member's house.  Would decide which poet they would concentrate on at beginning of season, then read some works from that poet aloud.  Always had ice cream and sponge cake.  

00:27:30
Members of the club noted.

00:30:35
1963 GW retired from teaching.  Quit Poetry Club because was going downhill.  Club didn't cease until 1920's.

00:30:49
GW wanted to enjoy her life and not belong to anything. 

Tape 3/Side 2
00:31:25
Other neighborhood clubs: sewing club, which included wives of professors of University Heights.

00:32:08
Town and Gown, Literary Club were "Men Only" clubs.

00:32:25
Women stayed at home in those days.

00:32:44
Mrs. Buehl became president of Madison's Women's Club.  First women to do anything besides stay at home.  There was much talk amongst women about the club but men didn't say anything.  Women would say should be home tending to her daughters.

00:33:52
Other women professors: Madge Lixman (Pryer), who was greatly underpaid; Thornbury; Dr. Washburn and Marie Carns, who lived together, were both from medical school; Madeline Thornton, gynecology; Maxine Bennett, a throat specialist.

00:35:10
Lesbian issues never talked about, though they existed.

00:37:02
Dean of Medical School, Middleton, from University of Pennsylvania.  Succeeded by Joseph Evans.  There were many women in medical school.

00:37:46
Minority groups: gay men, blacks, Jews.  No discrimination; was not an issue.   Discrimination was present in three areas:  women's pay, pacifists, Germans.  Not many blacks on campus. 

00:41:16
Early years of University thought of as "Golden Age."  

00:41:52
Dean of Graduate students, Comstock, also professor of astronomy.  Had a daughter, Mary.  Comstock's had money, they kept mainly to themselves.

00:43:04
Public telescope, one of finest telescope set ups in country.

00:44:05
Professor Cunliffe in English department when GW father came here.

00:44:22
John R. Commons, famous economist.

00:45:02
Neal Dodge of English department a Milton scholar.

00:45:50
GW had live in maid, who was paid $3.00 per week.

00:47:47
Professor Arnold Dresdon, mathematics; was a Jew.

00:48:27
Richard T. Ely, from Johns Hopkins.  Was dependent on wife.  Had live in secretary.

00:52:08
Joseph F. Evans, founder of Wisconsin General Hospital, from Chester, Pennsylvania.  Preceded Middleton, actually brought Middleton here.  

00:54:57
Fisk of Classics, great scholar.

00:55:24
William Fred Giese.  Professor of French, great scholar. 

00:58:41
Giese died before outbreak of WWII.

00:59:46
University Tent Colony is where Professor Giese lived in summer.

01:01:03
Giese first to translate prose of great French writer Baudelaire, into English.  

01:01:25
John Gaus.  Came to UW in political science, later went to Harvard.  Jane Gaus member of Friday lunch group.  Gaus named executor of papers for essayist Edmond Wilson of New York.

01:02:32
End of side.

Third Interview (1990)
Third Interview Session (February 8, 1990): Tape 4
Tape 4/Side 1
00:00:00
Start of Interview, introductions
00:00:19
William Ellery Leonard.  Came to UW in 1906 at the age of 30; born January 25, 1876, died May 2, 1944.  Student at Harvard, then went for advanced degree in Germany.  Son of a unitarian minister, was named for eminent unitarian minister William Ellery Channing.

00:01:39
Had two daughters.  Wife committed suicide around 1910.

00:02:40
He then moved into Professor Charles Forster Smith's house.

00:03:17
Smith taught Latin and Greek, Leonard Classics and English.

00:05:24
Leonard wrote play "Glory of the Morning", which played downtown at the Fuller Opera House--the theater on Main between Wisconsin Ave. and State Street.  Later called Parkway Theater.

00:07:40
Poem entitled "Two Lives" dedicated to Margaret, Helen and Gertrude Knowlton.  Another book, Vaunt of Man, published in 1912 and dedicated to first wife who committed suicide.

00:09:40
Second wife Charlotte Charleton.  Divorced her, then married Grace Golden, who was after his fame.  Divorced her and remarried second wife.  

00:11:50
Main contribution to UW as scholar was rendition of Gilgamesh.  Leonard great scholar in humanities and English.

00:12:52
Phobias governed his physical life.

00:13:34
GW married in 1923, lived in Philadelphia from 1923-27 with her husband and her daughter.  Left Philadelphia, came to Milwaukee until 1932, moved back to Madison with daughter and without husband.

00:17:39
Leonard not much on humor; serious New Englander, cynical.

00:18:13
Development of phobias.  Had to hold classes in his flat.

00:21:05
Wrote and published Locomotive God in hopes it would explain his phobia.

00:21:41
Under care of Dr. Lorenz, a pioneer in psychoanalysis.  

00:25:44
Peers in English department appreciated Leonard.  Didn't get along with Dean Sellery.  

00:26:20
Dean Sellery, narrow minded, rigid in ideas of morality.

00:26:44
Dean Birge and Leonard got along.

00:27:42
End of side.

Tape 4/Side 2
00:27:43
John Gaus.

00:27:49
Harold Groves.  Professor of taxation.  Member of group which included John R. Commons, Paul Raushenbush, Philip LaFollette, Elizabeth Brandeis-Raushenbush.

00:28:31
What this group did: labor relations, interested in migrant labor; signed and produced first Unemployment Insurance Act of Wisconsin.  Was a social group also.

00:30:30
Scott Goodnight.  Ex member of German department, became Dean of men.  

00:31:05
Dean Goodnight on Leonard's trail, intent on proving Leonard was having affair. 

00:31:38
People on campus didn't think much of Goodnight.  He didn't have the stature Dean of Women Mathews had.

00:32:00
Dean Mathews married Judge Marvin Rosenberry.  She had strong character.

00:32:44
Mathews disciplinary means: rigid, fair, demanding; highly respected.  As opposed to Goodnight. 

00:33:47
Dean of Women Louise Troxell (member of Friday Lunch Group) not very good because she wanted to be loved by everybody.

00:34:25
Dean Nardin, between Mathews and Troxell, a non-entity.

00:34:40
Mathews strongest dean preceding WWII, then Nardin, then Troxell.  

00:35:20
Goodnight didn't have the personality to provoke strong feelings.

00:35:42
Joe Hammersley, well known police officer.  Got around on motorcycle.  

00:38:07
Dean Henry of Agriculture.

00:38:34
Charles Homer Haskins, formerly in history department at UW.  Went to Harvard.  Instrumental in getting Turner to leave.  

00:39:36
Joseph Jastrow of psychology, Jewish.  Very strong member of faculty; prominent, highly thought of.

00:40:48
Kahlenberg, chemistry, belonged to Poetry Club.  German, down to earth, opinionated.  

00:42:30
Skyrocket: when faculty member liked by students, they say, "sis boom ahh, whey [faculty's name]."  Is a term of endearment and respect.  Kiekhofer, Kahlenberg and Benny Snow produced skyrockets.  This ritual went out of vogue around 1920's-30's.

00:43:47
Lenher of chemistry department.  Friction between Lenher and Hillier caused Hillier to move to Connecticut to grow peaches.  

00:44:58
Lenher not loved; and his wife disagreeable.  

00:46:35
Professor King, authority in soils.  King Hall used to be dairy building.  Lived in a red frame house on the site where Babcock Hall is now.  

00:48:43
King went to China in 1905.  Wrote a book on soils.  Was leading person in field of agriculture. 

00:49:19
Grayson Kirk, professor of political science in 1933.  At UW for 5-6 years; then became President of Columbia.  

00:52:28
Kirks didn't fit in Madison.  Weren't interested in making friends in faculty; sought out those in Maple Bluffs-the rich, business people like Judge Timothy Brown.  His wife very social, much like Mrs. Frank.  Kirk good teacher though.

00:55:34
Alexander Kerr of Classics. Became blind.  

00:56:08
Lathrop of English.  Well thought of.

00:56:28
Frankenberger of English. 

00:57:10
James Mitchner. 

00:58:49
End of side.

Fourth Interview (1990)
Fourth Interview Session (February 21, 1990): Tape 5
Tape 5/Side 1
00:00:00
Start of Interview, introductions
00:00:18
Kiekhofer of economics, significant member of faculty.  Always received a skyrocket.

00:02:15
Laird of classics.  

00:03:18
Some professors were called "Dr." others were not; it didn't matter whether or not they had a Ph.D.

00:04:40
Dr. Lorenz.  Forerunner of modern psychiatry.

00:06:29
Sanitarium in use in 1930's new idea.

00:08:12
Previously, mentally ill went to "poor farm".  Lorenz's sanitarium private as opposed to "poor farm."

00:09:12
Victor Lenher, professor of chemistry.  Wife cantankerous, unpleasant.

00:10:42
Ralph Linton, anthropologist.  Married Adeline Briggs, daughter of founder of Moseley's Bookstore.

00:11:48
Linton stayed in Madison 10 years then went to Yale.

00:12:06
Professor Lighty, founder of WHA.  In University Extension Division.  

00:16:28
Professor Mendenhall.  Wife, Dorothy Reed, graduated from Johns Hopkins, came to Madison around 1900.  Son John chief surgeon at Madison VA. Son Tom president of Smith College.  Mrs. Mendenhall established free baby clinic, which was in operation around the 1900's.  Unheard of to have woman physician.

00:21:25
Dr. Middleton came here from Pennsylvania at the request of Evans.  Van Valzah also came from Pennsylvania.

00:22:45
Middleton autocratic, rigid, anti-drinking.

00:25:12
Was internal medicine doctor.  Middleton VA named after him.

00:25:31
Monroe, professor of history.

0026:24
B. Q. Morgan, music school; colorful person.

00:26:48
Max Otto, philosophy.  Famous course: Man in Nature.  Was accused of destroying religious beliefs in students.  Wife Rhoda very domineering.  Otto instrumental in getting rid of Glenn Frank.

00:29:44
In lectures Otto would draw what he lectured on; he was a fine artist.

00:30:35
His personal religious belief was man and nature, no belief in God; religion signifies worship.

00:31:29
End of side.

Tape 5/Side 2
00:31:30
Continues discussion of Max Otto.  

00:32:14
Had trouble with the Regents because of what he taught in his course.

00:33:49
Dr. Eduard Prokosch.

00:34:13
Parkinson.  Important when UW had vice president.  His son was vice president during days of Van Hise; no chancellors then.

00:35:24
Selig Perlman, economics was an orthodox Jew; perfectly accepted, no anti-semitism in '30's.

00:36:58
Paul S. Reinsch, minister to China (now called ambassadors).

00:37:55
Dean Russell, agriculture.  

00:38:54
Letters and Science and Agriculture interaction.

00:39:37
WARF.

00:40:00
Law School looked down on engineers; engineers viewed law students as snobs.

00:42:04
Dean Turneaure, Dean of Engineering; elegant gentleman.

00:45:05
School of Engineering before WWII emphasized more hands on experience. 

00:45:43
Law students said engineers had no cultural background.

00:46:45
Benny Snow of physics and his famous snow flake lecture.

00:47:11
Dean Slichter, professor of mathematics and Dean of Graduate School.

00:50:11
Mark Ingraham wrote a book about him entitled The Golden Vector.  

00:50:38
Slichter personality, sharp-tongued, not much loved, competent and firm.

00:51:20
Dean George Clark Sellery.  GW's brother Philip taught at Stanford University and was asked by Dean Sellery to take charge of the classics department one summer; Philip was only 20 years old.

00:53:28
Slaughter, professor of classics.  Good, not great.  Wife wrote historical novels.

00:55:09
Frederick Jackson Turner.  His influence got GW a teaching job at Buckingham School in Cambridge, where most students were children of Harvard faculty.

00:57:03
She taught there for 1½ years, then was married. 

00:57:49
T. K. Urdahl, professor of economics.  Wife became insane and was taken to Verona in 1912. 

01:01:15
If temporarily insane sent to Mendota, if permanently insane sent to Verona.

01:02:36
End of side.

Fifth Interview (1990)
Fifth Interview Session (February 28, 1990): Tape 6
Tape 6/Side 1
00:00:00
Start of Interview, introductions
00:00:22
Van Valzah, southerner from Virginia.  Wife not happy here.

00:03:48
E.B. Van Vleck, professor of mathematics.  Named Van Vleck Hall after him.  Only son Hasbrouch inherited his father’s Japanese print collection.  When Hasbrouch died he left it to Elvehjem.

00:06:00
Dr. James C. Elsom presided over swimming pool at Armory.  GW swam there all summer for $3.00.

00:06:37
Elsom was the only doctor associated with the physical education department.

00:07:25
Westermann, professor of history, well thought of.  Left and went to Colombia.

00:07:45
Carl Young of English went to Yale.

00:09:00
Private institutions offered more money than state universities.  If one was a professor he expected to not have much money.

00:09:52
Casimir Zdanowicz of English department.

00:11:22
Max Mason not popular.  Was pushing himself because he wanted to be president.

00:14:15
Original Friday Lunch Group members in 1932 noted.  

00:16:55
Most of the members were wives of important state or UW government people.  Could only join by invitation.

00:17:43
Alfred Briggs prominent as head of State Welfare System.

00:18:11
Hazel Briggs married William Gorham Rice of the UW Law School.  She is only other surviving member of original group.

00:18:50
Josephine Cauldwell ran a renting library on State Street, called Hawthorne Book Shop.  Her library had current books, whereas the public library didn't (around the 1940's-'50's).

00:20:07
Helen Curvin, wife of Professor Jonathan Curvin.

00:20:26
Lillian Dykstra, wife of President Dykstra, pleasant. 

00:21:55
Anna Ely, later Anna Morehouse.

00:23:11
Jimmy Foster, recent addition, wife of Professor William Foster of Law School.

00:24:04
Dining clubs modern institution at UW.

00:24:43
Jane Gaus, wife of Professor Gaus.

00:25:44
Mabel Griswold invited to join because she was Phil LaFollette's secretary.

00:26:05
Kathleen Haygood, most recent addition, Hazel Rice's niece.  Her husband Bill is the editor of the magazine the State Historical Society puts out. 

00:28:28
Jim McCamy was called to the UW by John Gaus in political science.  Wife Julia had M.A. in anthropology from University of Chicago.

00:29:09
Dotty McKendrich wife of Paul McKendrich of classics.  

00:31:12 
End of side.

Tape 6/Side 2
00:31:13
Rhoda Otto, wife of Max Otto.  Strong willed.  Was on Glenn Frank's trail to oust him.

00:33:43
Others opposed to Frank: the LaFollette's, Sellery.

00:34:27
UW faculty used to be strongly democratic. 

00:34:44
Friday Lunch Group's political philosophy was democratic and progressive.  All members politically active except GW.

00:34:50
Elizabeth Brandish (E.B.) Raushenbush married Paul, grandson of famous baptist minister.  She taught at the UW in labor problems.  Hobby was to improve conditions of migrant labor.

00:36:45
Dorothy Sharp.  Father-in-law was Professor Sharp of psychology.  

00:37:18
Dorothy married Malcolm Sharp whose interest was in Sacco Vanzetti Case of 1919.  Goal was to prove them innocent.

00:39:00
Lindberg kidnapping.  Charles Lindberg lived in Madison for about a year.

00:39:26
Nels Sloan, republican.  Husband was an executive at Oscar Meyer.  Nels didn't fit in with the Friday Lunch Group.  Sloan's lived in Maple Bluff.  

00:41:06
Louise Troxell.

00:41:41
Hugh P. Greeley, an able physician with five children, married Troxell.

00:43:03
Troxell was Dean of Women at that time.  Was shaky because of recent divorce; she was politic, she wanted to be liked.

00:44:30
She was not a great Dean.  Was talk about her being Dean and mother of five children.  She was looked down upon because she was divorced as well.  

00:46:23
Dorothy Walton, wife of Jim Walton, professor of chemistry.  Walton was in militant group of women that thought sororities undemocratic.

00:48:06
Sorority rebellion around 1917-18, during time of women's liberation.

00:48:43
Talented women UW during this time:  Margerey Rawlings (who wrote The Yearling); Janet and Agnes Durie; Dorothy Walton; Helen Knowlton.

00:49:46
Sorority rebellion led by women in sororities.

00:50:16
Professor Evander Bradley McGilvary of philosophy a strong member of faculty.

00:51:38
McGilvary rejected long held religious beliefs and taught opposite views.

00:53:24
Gertrude Wilson.  Her interest in books, not politics.  Other members of group didn't like fact she not a militant democrat.

00:56:24
The Hillfolk Club, made up of teenage girls in University Heights: Pauline, Mary and Helen Buehl, Katherine Maurer, Anna Ely, Margaret and Helen Knowlton, Helen Skinner, Margaret McGilvary and Katherine Jackson, chaperoned by Charlotte Bodman.

00:57:53
Met every week; were devoted to good works.

00:58:39
Readings from notebook of club, which was organized in 1906.

01:02:23
End of side.

Sixth Interview (1990)
Sixth Interview Session (December, 1990): Tape 7
Tape 7/Side 1
00:00:00
Start of Interview
00:00:02
Walter Morton.  A controversial person.  Isolated by his department.  GW found him very nice and a good friend.  Had a course in money and banking.  Viewed by many as a conspirator to make an opposition.  

00:04:18
More on Walter Morton’s isolation.  A campaign led against him to become isolated.  Walter said to GW that he didn’t think Elizabeth Raushenbush was as brilliant as people would like to think.  Walter and Elizabeth never friends.

00:07:40
Harold Groves discussed.  GW thinks he wasn’t a kind person.  Walter says that Elizabeth Raushenbush was a part of a matriarch that ran the University.  GW thinks Rhoda Otto tried to run the University.  GW says there was a time when the strong women of the University were instrumental in trying to get rid of Glenn Frank.  

00:11:40
GW talks about her annoyance with politically oriented people.  GW thought the campaign to get rid of Glenn Frank was wrong.  If UW didn’t want that kind of person, they should not have hired him.  

00:13:33
GW discusses the Friday Lunch Group.  GW goes over the remaining five members.  Not a literary club.  The hostess serves coffee and dessert.  It is too hard for GW to attend meetings, because of her poor eye sight.

00:15:40
Back to Walter Morton story.  In 1944-45, Morton engaged in public criticism of Harold Groves – about the tax system of the US.  GW says Morton was a troublemaker, even though he was nice to GW.  Harold believed the things Morton said about him were libelous.  

00:20:20
GW asks if there was a certain sense of emotional unbalance in Morton.  Harold Groves ended up agreeing with his critics.  

00:21:25
Discusses John R. Commons.  
00:22:50
Discusses Jackson Oak.  

00:23:15
GW talks about her knowledge of “unknown” faculty members.  

00:25:20
Morton says in his memoir, after the late 1950s few of his colleagues would speak to him.  The department went to President Fred and asked to reappoint Morton.  Morton found out about this.  Further discussion of faculty members trying to oust Morton.  

00:29:29
End of interview.
End of Oral History #384
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