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Abstract:  In his 2012 interview with Sarah Neddo and Jacklin Bolduan, Steve Jones talks about his childhood growing up on a dairy farm in rural Wisconsin and moving to the Green Bay area when he was young. He recounts a very early acknowledgement of his gay identity and his entry into the LGBTQ community. He discusses his involvement with his Open and Affirming UCC Church, the AIDS crises of the 1980’s, and the bar scene in Green Bay.
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First Interview Session (June 6, 2012): Digital File

00:00:00 Start of Interview

00:00:04 Question: Tell us a little bit about when/where you were born, where you grew up. Answer: Grew up outside of Green Bay on a dairy farm. Moved when he was 6 to Green Bay.

00:00:41 Question: Growing up was there talk of LGBTQ issues? Answer: No. Says parents were very liberal. Tells story that his parents knew he was gay at a young age and made an agreement with a gay couple they knew who owned a biker bar that he would start bartending there when he turned 18.

00:01:27 Question: How old were you when your parents knew you were gay? Answer: Around grade school. His grandparents knew even before his parents did, and his grandmother encouraged him to be open about it even at a young age.

00:02:01 Question: What were the attitudes in your community towards LGBTQ issues? Answer: Talks about finally working at the biker bar when he was 18 and how it was regularly attacked. People threw bricks through the windows, people only came in through the back door, there were shootings. Says it was scary. This was at The Manhole, which is now a parking lot for a bank.

00:03:09 Question: Before bartending were you out to your community at all, in high school maybe? Answer: Says he went “undetected”. Had no problems with bullying.

00:03:32 Question: After working in the bar did you become more involved in the LGBTQ community? Answer: Yes, Gov. Tony Earl held an LGBTQ and he was on it. Thinks this was around 1982. Got involved in this through other panels in Madison and Milwaukee and also through his denomination, United Church of Christ (UCC). Their national denomination encouraged LGBTQ members to participate in the governor’s panel. At the panel the group talked about equality as a whole. Green Bay was noticeably behind larger areas like Madison and Milwaukee in terms of LGBTQ rights.

00:05:21 Question: How did your church become involved in LGBTQ issues? Answer: Tells the story about a lesbian couple that wanted to get married in the church, so they married them outside the church but on church grounds. Two years later they started to have seminars about LGBTQ issues and have now been Open and Affirming since 1999. They were the 305th denomination to take the vote. Now there are over 1,000. The biggest challenge was what the neighbors and friends of some of the congregation might think. Some were against it.

00:07:03 Question: How did the church move forward? Answer: Says that education and Bible studies were helpful. Describes the day the church voted, which included same-sex commitment ceremonies. Says in the future, clergy members will be called upon not to sign marriage certificates.

00:08:16 Question: How have you seen your church change over time in terms of LGBTQ issues? Answer: It’s growing, there are more young couples coming from liberal cities. Also sees a growth in racial and class diversity.

00:09:46 Question: How have LGBTQ spaces changed over time in Green Bay? Answer: Thinks people aren’t going to bars as much, mentions a new LGBTQ social group that will be starting at their church soon; trying to reach out to those who have been “burned” by their previous churches. Thinks the Internet and the drunk driving laws have kept people out of the bars. Thinks being LTBQ is a “non-issue” these days, discusses hearing about more open youth in schools. Mentions GSA’s in the school district.

00:12:10 Question: You talked about harassment of the bars when you were a bartender. Do you still see that type of harassment? Answer: Says that those types of things don’t happen as often now. Tells the story of being a bartender and having two bikers jump over the bar. Steve smashed large glass ashtrays into their kneecaps and that kept the harassment away for a while.

00:13:41 Question: How did different sectors of your community respond to HIV/AIDS? Answer: Talks about a local Leather Club that went to San Francisco to get educated about the issue and started the first AIDS center in the area that became Center Project, which eventually became the AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin (ARCW). Saw a lot of close friends die. “When you attend over 80 funerals, you kind of put it out of your mind.” His church was one of the first to do funerals for those who died of AIDS. Says it has always been progressive, was part of the Underground Railroad for escaped slaves. Comments that the climate surrounding HIV/AIDS has changed for the better. The stigma is less and the cocktail has given hope to those who are diagnosed.

00:17:21 Question: Are there other LGBTQ support groups in your community that you know of? Answer: He is aware of some in the area but is not involved because he is so heavily involved with his church, talks about it’s upcoming activism with LGBTQ issues, such as serving on panels and re-writing a book of worship to include same-sex commitment ceremonies. Goes on to talk about the different things he does in his church. Heads the church’s booth at Pride Alive, Green Bay’s Pride event. Talks about how it has evolved over time, that it now rivals Madison and Milwaukee’s Pride events in terms of diversity.  Says that there are always a few protestors from other churches.

00:20:44 Question: Have there been any policies in Green Bay that have been LGBTQ related? Answer: City Council voted down domestic partner benefits within the last year. Says the church will be involved with that and that they will be providing education on this issue to the schools. Mentions that there has been a problem with suicides and some bullying in the schools. There is a new social action group that will be involved in fighting for domestic partner benefits among other things.  Also talks about the 2006 marriage amendment in Wisconsin and the church’s involvement. He mentions living in Phoenix during that time and says that Green Bay is more progressive and that the community is closer.

00:24:14 Question: Have you seen any transgender presence here?  Answer: Yes, says there are a few trans-identified members of his congregation and they have come to his church because they have been hurt by the previous churches. 

00:25:51 Question: What does Open and Affirming mean? Answer: Explains that the church is open to literally anyone for worship. Anyone can take communion, anyone can be hired there, and anyone can get involved. Says that there is basically no hierarchy in the church, so the church can be independent and work on social justice issues. They started Habitat for Humanity in Green Bay, which has expanded to other churches as well. Goes on to explain the process of becoming Open and Affirming, the vote of the church, having to submit a statement to the LGBTQ council of the church. 

00:29:46 Question: Where do you expect to see the most change in the LGBTQ community going forward? Answer: Says that with the younger generation that marriage equality will come, that the media will change, that acceptance will come. Says there’s no reliable news source in Green Bay, no real coverage of LGBTQ issues, except for Pride Alive. 

*Note* the following index corresponds to separate file of same interview

00:00:03 Question: How have you seen the gay bar scene change over time in terms of safety, secrecy, etc.? Answer: He says he thinks people are becoming more comfortable in those spaces, but that the spaces are moving outside the bars into other activities.

00:01:57 Question: How do you think Green Bay compares to a more metropolitan area? How does the setting of community play out differently? Answer: Says that a lot of people in areas like Green Bay want to stay close to their families, don’t want to leave. Thinks the alternatives to going out the bars will grow.

00:03:34 Question: Are there LGBTQ friendly doctors in this community? Answer: Says he’s not really aware because he gets most of his healthcare in England, but that the doctor he does have in the US is very open and accepting. 
 
00:05:53 End of First Interview Session
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: What were the attitudes in your community towards LGBTQ issues? 

Answer: 

Talks about finally working at the biker bar when he was 18 and how it
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maybe? 

Answer: 
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